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heirs,  &c.  of  Thomas  -  -  -  -    7    525 

Atlantic  frontier.    (See  Defences.) 
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Bailey.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 
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Banking  corporations.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
New  Hampshire,  in  favor  of  a  separation  of  the 
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Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  on  the  1st  January,  1840. 

Returns  showing  the  condition  of  the         -  -    2      39        2 
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Bank  notes.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  relation 

to  exchange  of  Government  drafts  for  -    3      81        1 
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Banks  since  the  general  resumption  of  specie  payments  in 
1838.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
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Bank  of  Natchez,  residing  in  Philadelphia,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  time  for  the  payment  of  a  balance  due 
from  said  bank  to  the  United  States.  "Memorial  of 
stockholders  in  the  Agricultural      -  -  -    5    260        1 

Banking  companies.  Memorial  of  Joseph  Fawcett  and 
others,  praying  Congress  to  call  a  national  conven- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  restraining  and  adjusting 
abuses  in  the  incorporation  of  -  -    5    261        1 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments or  to  wind  up  their  concerns.  Memorial  of 
citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  compel  the  -  -  -    6    276        1 

Bankrupt  law.    Proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of 

New  York,  in  favor  of  a  uniform   -  -  -    6    282        1 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Document  submitted 
by  Mr.  Merrick,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  relating  to  the  condition  of  the  affairs 
of  the  -  -  -    6    300        1 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  resume  specie  pay- 
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zens of  the  city  of  Washington,  praying  the  adoption 
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in  favor  of  a  -  -  -  -  -6    316        1 
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praying  a  recharter  of  the    -  -  -  -    6    364        1 
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favor  of  the  passage  of  a      •  -  -    6    365        1 

Banking-house  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria.  Documents  re- 
lating to  the  joint  resolution  for  the  purchase  for  the 
United  States  of  the  -  -  -  -    6    387        I 

Bankrupt  law.    Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York 

in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  -  -    6    400        1 

Bankrupt  law.    Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana 

in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  -  -  -    6    414        1 
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Bank  notes  in  exchange  for  Government  drafts.  (See  Gov- 
ernment drafts.) 
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Banks  in  which  special  deposites  in  specie  were  made  to 
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ments or  to  wind  up  their  concerns.  Memorial  of 
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citizens  of  Georgetown,  D.  C,  praying  a  recharter  of 
the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  and  that  the      -    7    487 

Bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States.  Memorial  of 
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Bankru  pt  law.  Remonstrance  of  citizens  of  the  city  of  New 
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Bankrupt  law.  Memorial  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of 
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Bankrupt  law.  Resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the 
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Senate  in  relation  to  the  proposed   -  -  -    7    667 

Bankrupt  law.  Resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  electors 
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mediate passage  of  a  -  -  -  -    8    666 

Bankrupt  law  to  be  passed  by  Congress,  of  a  provision  re- 
quiring the  concurrence  of  a  majority  in  interest  of 
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urns,  &c,  on  the  -  -  -  -  -    1 

mberland  road  to  Jefferson  city,  Missouri.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  estimates  for  the  extension 
tni  completion  of  the         -  -  -  -    3    122 

mbetland  road  through  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  the 
ensuing  year,  and  to  complete  it  to  Jefferson  city,  in 
Missouri.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  continue  the  construction  of  the 
tmberland  road  within  that  State.  Memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature nf  Indiana  praying  an  appropriation  for  the 
completion  of  the    -  -  -  -  -    6 

mningham.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 

and  Post  Roads  on  the  petition  of  Hezekiah  -  4 
rrency  but  gold  and  silver  should  be  received  in  payment 
of  the  revenues.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
New  Hampshire  that  no  medium  or  -  -  2  28 
trrency.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  Government  creditors  in  depreci- 
ated   7 

ment  river.    Petition  of  citizens  Of  Missouri  for  an  appro- 
priation to  improve  -  •  -  -    6 

sod  lands,  from  1789  to  1839.  Statement  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the  payments  on  account 
of  the  public  debt,  and  of  the  receipts  on  account  of 

the 4    166 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
statement  showing  the  daily  employment  of  the  sev- 
eral officers  of  the  -  -  -    8    612 
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lie  Institute  of  Florida!.  Report  of  tha  Committed  on  Pttfc 
lie  Lands  on  the  memorial  of  John  A.  L.  Normari, 
under  resolutions  of  Florida  Legislative  Council, 
pniyinga  grant  of  land  fat  th*  establishment  of  the 
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Davis  to  be  allowed  a  pre-emption  right  to  certain  lands 
occupied  by  them.  Petition  of  Sands  Stuart  and 
John  -  -  -  -  -  -    6    303        1 

Davis.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill  (S. 

163)  for  the  relief  of  William  R.      -  -  -    7    522        I 

Davis.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill  for 

the  relief  of  Nathaniel         -  -  -  -    8    573        1 

Davis.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Hugh         -  -  -  -    8    575        1 

Dearborn.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 

petition  of  Shearborn  -  -  -  -7    467 

Deaths  in  the  army  in  1839.    Statement  of  diseases  and    -    1        1 

Deaths  in  the  navy  in  1839.    List  of        •  -  -11 

Deatley.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  James         -  -  -  -    7    540 

Debenture  on  foreign  goods  conveyed  over  land  from  Ar- 
kansas and  Missouri  to  Mexico.  Documents  rela- 
ting to        -  -  -  -  -  -    7    472 

Debt  of  the  United  States  to  the  20th  of  November,  1839. )  *        2 
Payment  of  the  public        -  -  -  -) 

Debts  of  the  several  States.  Motion  by  Mr.  Benton  in  rela- 
tion to  the  legislative  power  of  the  Union  to  assume 
the  -  -  -  -  -  -    2      18 

Debts  of  the  several  States.  Motion  by  Mr.  Lumpkin  to 
amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Benton  in  relation  to  the 
legislative  power  of  the  Union  to  assume  tho  -    2      46 

Debts  of  the  States.  Report  of  the  select  committee  in  re- 
lation to  the  power  of  the  Union  to  assume  the        -    4    153 

Debts  of  the  several  States,  and  the  propriety  of  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
them.    Motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden  in  relation  to  the      4    161 

Debts  of  the  several  States.  Motion  of  Mr.  Norvell  to  amend 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan  to  amend  the* resolu- 
tions relative  to  the  assumption  by  the  United  States 
ofthe         -  -  -  -  -  -    5    197 

Debt  annually  made,  and  annual  receipts  on  account  of 
customs  and  lands,  from  1789  to  1839.  Statement 
ofthe  payments  on  account  ofthe  public    -  -    4  -  156 

Defences  of  the  country.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitted  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  military  and  naval  -    3    120 

Defence,  and  praying  its  adoption  by  Congress.  Memorial 
of  General  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  proposing  a  system 
of  national  -  -  -  ...    5    256 

Defence  of  the  western  frontier,  <fcc.    Letter  of  the  Secretary 

of  War  relative  to  the  plan  proposed  for  the  -    6    379 

Defence  of  the  Atlantic  frontier,  from  Passamaquoddy  to  the  " 

Sabine.    Report,  in  detail,  from  the  Secretary  of  War  \  7  •  46 1 
in  relation  to  the     - 

De  Gerstner,  praying  a  copyright  for  five  years  for  certain 

publications.    Memorial  of  F.  A.  Chevalier  -    2     29 


INDEX.  xvii 

Vol.    No.    Pfef*. 
Delassus.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill 
authorizing  payment  of  certain  moneys  to  Don  Car- 
los Dehault  .  .  -  -  -    6    326        I 
De  Lusser,  praying  *he  confirmation  of  a  grant  of  land  in 
Mobile,  Alabama.     Petition  of  Albin  Mitchell,  in  be- 
half of  the  heirs  of  Madame             -            -  -    2      66         I 
De  Lusser.    Statement  submitted  by  Mr.  Linn  in  relation 

to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  -  -    6    S19        1 

De  Lasser  and  their  legal  representatives.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame     -  -  -    6    232        1 

Ik  Passau.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 

Claims  on  the  petition  of  George     -  -  -    6    226        L 

Department,  to  be  called  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Education.  Petition  of  Joseph  L.  Smith  and  others 
for  the#estaMishment  of  a  new        -  -  -    4    181        1 

Deposite  banks.    (See  Banks.) 

Deposites  of  the  public  money.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  act 
of  1836  to  regulate  the        -  -  -  -    2      14        1 

Deposites  of  the  Government  and  the  issues  of  Treasury 
notes.  Resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  White  in  rela- 
tion to  the  special  •  -  -  -  -  6  418  1 
Detberage.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on 
the  bill  (H.  R.  295)  for  the  relief  of  William  J.  Rob- 
erts and  William  -  -  -  -  -  7  636  1 
De  Treville.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 

Claims,  on  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  John    6  •  446        1 
Detroit     Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  in 
favor  of  an  appropriation  tor  the  erection  of  military 
defences  for  the  protection  of  the  city  of  -    6    37T        1 

Detroit  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Pe- 
tition of  citizens  of  Detroit  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  completion  of  a  railroad  from  the  city  of  -    8    604        i 

Dickman,  widow  of  John  Dickman.  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Pensions,  on  the  petition  and  bill  for  the 

relief  of  Phebe 7    493        1 

District  of  Columbia  on  the  1st  of  January,  1840.    Returns 

of  the  condition  of  the  banks  in  the  -  -    2      39        1 

District  of  Columbia,  praying  the  improvement  of  certain 
streets,  and  the  establishment  of  an  hospital  and  hi-  * 
natic  asylum  therein.    Memorial  of  the  corporate 
authorities  of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  -    &      98-       1 

District  of  Columbia,  praying  the  extension  of  their  charter, 
and  that  If  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Georgetown;  the  construction  of  a  stone  bridge 
over  Rock  creek ;  the  employment  of  either  the  Po- 
tomac bridge  or  the  Alexandria  aqueduct  as  the 
viaduct  for  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  railroad ; 
and  the  creation  of  a  fund  for  schools  in  said  Dis- 
trict Memorial  of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the 
cily  of  Georgetown,  in  the  -  -  -6    200       1 
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District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  renewal,  of  the  charter  of 

said  city,  with  certain  modifications.    Memorial  of 
i  citizens  of  Washington  city,  in  the  -  -  -    5    236        1 

District  oi  Columbia,  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  out- 
standing due-bills  by  the  corporation  of  Alexandria, 
:  under  the  act  of  1834.    Report  of  the  mayor  of  the 

city  of  Alexandria,  in  the    -  •  -  -    6    243        1 

{District  of  Columbia,  to  compel  the  banks  in  the  said  Dis- 
trict to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  wind  up  their 
concerns.    Memorial  of  citizens  of  Washington  city, 

T        .  in  the 6    276        1 

District  of  Columbia,  against  the  surrender  to  the  State  of 
Maryland  of  the  stock  held  by  that  corporation  in  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  Remonstrance  of  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  -5    277        1 

District  of  Columbia,  submitted  by  Mr.  Merrick.   Statements, 
of  the  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  several  banks 

in  the 6    300        1 

District  of  Columbia  to  resume  specie  payments,  &c.    Me- 
;  morial  of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  the 

adoption  of  measures  to  compel  the  banks  in  the      -    6    306        1 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  recharter  of  the  banks  in 
I        ;  said  city.    Petition  of  citizens  of  Washington  city, 

in  the  -  -  -  -  -    6    364        I 

District  of  Columbia.    Document  relating  to  the  resolution 
I  to  purchase  for  the  United  States  the  banking-house 

of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in  the    -  -  -    6    387        1 

District  of  Columbia  may  be  compelled  to  resume  specie 
payments,  &c.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Georgetown, 
praying  that  the  banks  in  the  -  -  -    7    456        1 

District  of  Columbia  to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  wind 
up  their  concerns.    Memorial  of  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington city,  praying  that  measures  may  be  adopted 
I  to  compel  the  banks  in  the  -  -  -  -    7    479        1 

District  of  Columbia  may  not  be  compelled  to  resume  specie 

Eyments  before  a  general  resumption  takes  place  in 
aryland  and  Virginia.     Memorial  of  citizens  of 
Georgetown,  praying  a  recharter  of  the  Farmers 

I         :  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  and  that  the  banks  in  the     -    7    487        1 

District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  renewal  and  modification  of 
the  charter  of  said  city.  Memorial  of  citizens  of 
Washington  city,  in  the     -  -  -  -    7    618        1 

District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  renewal  of  their  charter. 
Memorial  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Patri- 
otic Bank  of  Washington,  in  the  -  -    8    SOS        1 

District  of  Columbia  since  the  location  of  the  seat  of  Gor- 
ernment  therein.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  a  statement  showing  the  appropri- 
ations to  be  expended  in  the  •  -  -    8    600        I 

District  of  Columbia.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Washington, 
praying  a  renewal  of  the  charters  of  the  banks  in 

1  the  8    607        1 
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District  6\  Colnmbia,  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  amend 

and  continue  in  force  the  act  to  incorporate  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Washington.  Memorial  of 
a  committee  of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  in  the  -  -  -    8    609        1 

District  of  Columbia,  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (S.  378) 
concerning  the  charter  of  said  city.  Remonstrance 
of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  in  the  -  -    8    613        1 

District  of  Columbia,  praying  the  retrocession  of  that  part  of 
said  District  to  Virginia.  Petition  of  citizens  of  the 
town  and  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the        -  -8    614        1 

District  of  Columbia,  praying  the  extension  of  their  char- 
ters until  the  4th  of  March  next.  Memorial  of  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  tB$mk  of  Georgetown,  the 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  and  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 
Washington,  in  the  -  -  -  -    8    615        1 

Dixoni    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  bill 

(S.  364)  for  the  relief  of  EphraimD.  -  -    7    646        1 

Donations  of  land.     (See  Land.) 

Dorsett.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  oh  the  petition 

of  Fielder 7    486       1 

Drafts  of  the  Government,  which  have  been  sold  by  dis- 
bursing agents,  <fcc,  since  the  general  resumption  of 
specie  payments  in  1838,  have  been  paid  in  specie. 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  showing 
whether  the  -  -  -  -  -    6    236        1 

Drawback  paid  on  the  exportation  of  domestic  refined  sugar, 
since  the  application  of  the  drawback  system  to  that 
exportation.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  showing  annual  amounts  of  -    6    399        1 

Drawback  of  duties  on  refined  sugars.  Document  signed 
by  proprietors  of  sugar  refineries  in  relation  to 
the  -  -  *  -  .  -    6    376        % 

Drawbacks  on  refined  sugars  and  rum,  &c.  'Document  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Benton  in  relation  to  -  -    6    334        1 

Drawbacks  paid  on  duties  received  since  1833.  'Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  statements 
of  the  amounts  of  -  -  -  -    6    276        1 

j-macbine  may  be  used  to  remove  sand-bars,  &c, 
in  the  western  waters.  Memorial  of  Alexander 
Jbm,  pnying  thar  hb  -4    170        1 

Duncan.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memo- 
rial of  John  Nicholson,  executor  of  AbnjH  I*  -    6    396        1 

Duncan,  attorney  pf  Abner  L.  Duncan.  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  on  the  memorial  of  William  -    6    384        1 

ftmham  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Jacob  -  -  -  -  -    4    162        1 

Dunham.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Stephen     -  -  -  -  -    6    423        1 

Duties  levied  on  the  French'ship  Alexandre.  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  documents, 
ttcommmdingtbaxepafmeiitofthe  -  -    2      37        1 
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Duties  on  the  staple  productions  of  the  United  States.  Tabu- 
lar statement  of  -  -  -    3      80      14 

Duties  from,  and  papers  furnished  to,  vessels  employed  in 
the  whale  fishery.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  relation  to  the  exaction  of  -    3      83 

Duties  on  imports,  &c.   Motion  of  Mr.  Benton  in  relation  to    4    162 

Duties  received  and  drawbacks  paid  on  same  since  1833. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  state- 
ments of  the  amounts  of      •  -  -  -    5    276 

Duties  collected  in  each  State  of  the  Union  since  1821. 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  exhibit- 
ing  the  aggregate  amount  of  -  -  -8    621 

Duty  may  be  imposed  on  importations  of  silk  goods.  Me- 
morial of  James  Brown  and  others,  praying  that  a  -    4    171 

Duty  on  silk.  Memorial  of  John  Hancock  and  others,  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  the  -  -  -  -    4    183 

Duty  on  imported  silk  umbrellas  and  parasols.  Memorial 
of  manufacturers  of  umbrellas  and  parasols  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  imposition 
of  a  -  -  -  -  -  -    4    186 

Duty  on  the  tonnage  of  Spanish  vessels  in  certain  cases. 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the 
subject  of  reducing  the  -  -  -5    267 

Duty  may  not  be  charged  on  the  works  of  art,  the  produc- 
tion of  American  artists  abroad.  Memorial  of  Hi{am 
Powers,  praying  that  -  -  -  -    6    311 

Duty  on  salt.    Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  in 

favor  of  a  repeal  of  the        -  -  -  -    6    343 

Duties  on  refined  sugars.     Document  signed  by  proprietors 

of  sugar  refineries,  in  relation  to  the  drawback  of    -    6    376 

Duty  on  imported  silks.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Maryland 
and  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  the  imposition 
ofa  -  -  -  -  -  -    6    380 

Duty  on  fish  imported  from  Canada.    Petition  of  citizens  of 

Michigan,  praying  the  imposition  of  a  -  -    6    392 

Duties  on  imports.    Remonstrance  of  merchants  of  the  city 
of  New  York  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
•  100)  to  insure  the  more  faithful  execution  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  collection  of  -  -  *  7    461 

Duties  on  imports.  Remonstrance  of  merchants  of  the  city 
of  New  York  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (H.  K. 
100)  relating  to  the  collection  of  -  -7    471 

Duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  British  brigantine  Rob  Roy, 
which  was  wrecked,  and  her  cargo  sold  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  salvors.  Report  of  Mr.  Davis,  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  on  the  petition  of  a  mer- 
cantile house  in  Nova  Scotia,  praying  a  remission  of 
the  -  -  -  -  -  -    7    476 

Duty  on  silk  hats.    Memorial  of  hatters  in  the  city  and 

State  of  New  York,  praying  the  imposition  of  a       -7    480 

Duty  on  imported  silk  hats,  fur  bodies,  and  felts.    Petition 

of  hatters  for  the  imposition  of  a     -  -  -    7    646 
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5    243 


Easby.  Report  of    the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

petition  of  William  -  -  -  -    2      38 

East  Florida,  praying  the  formation  of  a  portion  of  that  Ter- 
ritory into  a  separate  Territory.  Memorial  of 
citizens  of-  -  -  -  -  -3      67 

Eckford.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs  on  the 

memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Henry       -  -  -    5    228 

Ed»n,  deceased.  Report  of  the  Committee  pn  the  Judi- 
ciary on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of 
Joseph  -  -  -  -  -  -    6    351 

Elections.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 
against  the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain 
Federal  officers  in  -  -  -  -  -    3      68 

Elizabethtown  First  Presbyterian  Church  for  indemnified-        g 
tion  for  losses  in  property  in  the  revolutionary  war. 
Petition  of  the  -  -  -  -    7    544 

Elliott    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

ofThomas  -  -  -  -  -  -    4    177 

Elliott.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the 
petition  of  Edward  Uolyoke  and  other  heirs  of  Si- 
lence -  -  -  -  -  -    5    207 

Elliott.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Richard        -  -  -  -  -    7    468 

Engineer,  for  1839.    Report  of  the  Chief  Military  -  -    1        1     157 

Engineer  Department  during  1839.  Statement  of  expendi- 
tures in  the  service  of  the    -  -  -  -    1         1    231 

Engineer  Department.  Statement  of  amounts  remitted 
to,  expended  by,  remaining  in  the  hands  of,  and  un- 
accounted for  by,  each  ot  the  disbursing  agents  of 
the  -  -  -  -  -  -    1        1    242 

Engineer  Department,  with  those  required  for  operations  in 
1840.  Estimate  for  the  completion  of  civil  works 
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Fort  Pulaski,  Cockspnr  island,  Savannah,  Georgia.    Oper- 
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Fulton.    Documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
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the  army  under  the  command  of  Brevet  Major  Gen- 
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Galena  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery.  Memo- 
rial of  the  Galena  chamber  of  commerce,  praying 
that  -  -  -  -  -  -    5    221 

Galena,  Illinois.    Document  showing  the  statistics  of  the 

city  of        -  -  -  -  -  -    6    349 

Garde,  supposed  to  have  been  lost  on  board  the  United  States 
ship  Plnsurgente.  Claim  of  the  heirs  of  Captain 
John  -  -  -  -  -  -    1        1    60 

Gardiner,  attorney  for  James  Brooks,  Allen  Osteen,  Andrew 
Hopkins,  Charles  Griffin,  and  Archibald  Williams. 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memorial 
ofD.  S. 6    395 

Garrabranls,  widow  of  Garrabrant  N.  Garrabrants.  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of 
Elizabeth 7    482 

Gehon,  late  marshal  of  Wiskonsin  Territory.    Report  of  the 

Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Francis      -    5    227 

General  bankrupt  law.    (See  Bankrupt.) 

General  Land  Office  in  1839.  Report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  showing  the  operations 
connected  with  the  -  -  -  -    2      21 

Genther.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 
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Georgetown,  praying  the  extension  of  their  charter,  and  that 

of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown; 
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the  employment  of  either  the  Potomac  bridge  or  the 
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for  his  publications.    Memorial  of  F.  A.  Chevalier 
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Glover.    Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  in  rela- 
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Gold  and  silver  only  in  payment  of  revenues.    Resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire  in  favor  of 
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Gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion,  and  the  annual  coinage  at 
the  mints,  to  the  year  1839.    Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  tabular  statements  of  imports 
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Government  drafts  for  bank  notes.    Report  from  the  Secre- 
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Government  drafts,  which  have  been  sold  by  disbursing 
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paid  in  specie.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
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Government  drafts  for  bank  notes,  and  the  payment  of  cred- 
itors in  depreciated  currency.     Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  re- 
ports from  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and 
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Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
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Government  drafts  for  bank  notes  by  agents  of  the  War 
Department.  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
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Harbor  at  that  place.    Memorial  of  citizens  of  Racine, 

Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  the  construction  of  a    3      74       l^ 

Harbors  at  Milwaukie,  Racine,  Southport,  Manitowoc,  and  ^ 

Sheboygan,  on  Lake  Michigan.    Memorial  of  the  iM= 

Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin,  praying  the 
construction  of-  -  -  -  -3112       1 

Harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Clinton  river,  on  Lake  St.  Clair. 
Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  praying  the 
erection  of  a  lighthouse  and  the  improvement  of  the    5    242       1  ^ 

Harbor  at  Michigan  city.    Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  ^ 

Indiana,  praying  a  further  appropriation  for  the  com-  *"?« 

pletion  of  the  -  -  -  -  -    6    308       1    " 

Harbors  at  Milwaukie,  Racine,  and  Southport,  on  Lake  Mi-  .    - 

chigan.  Memorials  of  citizens  of  Milwaukie,  Racine, 
and  Cleveland,  and    a  letter  of  Thomas  Holdup  \ 

Stevens,  in  favor  of  constructing     -  -  -    8    564        1 7" 

Harper.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Lewis  Lyttleton    -  -  -  -    7    453        1  * 

Harrison,  daughter  of  the  late  Captain  John  Garde.  Evi- 
dences of  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Maria  -  -  -    1         1     601  * 

Harrison,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  in  the  r 

House  of  Representatives,  on  the  reorganization  and  t 

discipline  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
17th  January,  1817,  9th  January,  1818,  and  22d 
January,  1819.    Reports  of  Mr.      -  -  -    7    531         1 

Haskins  and  Ralph  Haskins.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  1 

the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of  Thomas     -  -    6    381        1 

Hats,  fur  bodies,  and  felts.     Petitiou  of  hatters  of  Newark, 

New  Jersey,  for  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  silk     -    7    545         1 

Hay  den,  deceased,  and  others.  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  on  the  bill  (No.  81)  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs,  &c,  of  Jeremiah  D.    -  -  -    7    626         1 

Headrick.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter   -  -  -  -    7    555        1 

Hilf,  widow  of  Henry  Hill.    Report  of  the  Committee  on 

Pensions  on  the  claim  of  Hester     -  -  -    6    431        1 

Hill.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memorial 

recommitted  to  them  of  Gilbert  Stalker  and  N.  B.   -    8    590        1 

Hodson  and  others.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 

on  the  petitions  of  the  administrators  of  William    -    4    146        1 

Hodson.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  report 
and  bill  recommitted  to  them  in  the  case  of  the  ad- 
ministrator of  James  -  -  -  -    6    350        1 

Bollinger.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 

memorial  of  A.  C.  -  -  -  -  -    6    301        1 

fiolyoke  and  other  heirs-at-law  of  Silence  Elliott.  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
Edward 6    207        1 

Hooper.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pennons  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Barton       -  -  -  -    8    573        1 

Jkpfcins.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  claim 

of  Andrew  -  -  -  -  -  -6    395        1 
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Hospitals.   Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 

expediency  of  a  change  in  the  system  of  marine    -    1        8        1 

Hospital  and  lunatic  asylum  in  said  city.  Memorial  of  the 
corporate  authorities  of  Washington  city,  praying  the 
improvement  of  certain  streets,  and  the  erection  of  an    3      98        1 

Houston,  for  his  services  in  the  revolutionary  war.  Reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  to  obtain  a  do- 
nation of  land  to  Peter       -  -  -  -    4    182        1 

Howe.   Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill  (H. 

R.  No.  32)  for  the  relief  of  John     -  -  -    6    388        1 

Hrisoo  river  in  1839.     Captain  Brewerton's  report  of  im-  J  -         .  (  168 
provements  on-  -  -  -  -\  (  188 

Hudson  and  Charles  Wilkes,  jr.,  of  the  United  States  navy. 
Refjort  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  concerning  the 
rank  and  commission  of  William  L.  -  -    6    324        1 

Hugo.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  -  -  -7    554        1 

Hunt.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 

on  the  petition  of  Wilson  P.  -  -  -    6    283       •  1 

Banter.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

(H.  R.  183)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  -  -    7    653        1 

I. 

Illinois  in  favor  of  a  speedy  adjustment  of  the  title  of  the    . 
United  States  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon.    Res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of         -  -  •    3      93        i 

Illinois  in  favor  of  the  cession  to  that  State  of  the  unsold 
public  lands  within  its  limits.    Resolutions  of  the  • 
Legislature  of         -  -  -  ,  -    4    192        i 

Iminm  of  Muscat  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Correspondence  relating  to  certain  presents  made  by 
the 7    488        1 

Imports  and  exports  during  1834, 1835, 1836, 1837, 1838, 

and  1839.    Statement  of  the  valne  of         -  -    1        2      38 

Imports  into  the  United  States  from  October  1,  1789,  to 
September  30, 1838.  Statement  of  the  annual  value, 
iccn  of.  •  -  -  •         -1239 

Imports  into  foreign  countries,  (generally  by  treaty.)  State- 
ment of      -  -  •38082 

Imports  and  exports  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  bullion, 
and  the  annual  coinage  at  the  Mints,  to  the  year 
1839.    Report  ci  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ' 

with  tabular  statements  of  -  -  -  -6    290       1 

Imports  of  fish  and  sugars,  within  certain  periods.    State* 

xnents  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  -  -    6    334       1 

Imports.  Remonstrance  of  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  100)  re- 
lating lo  the  collection  of  duties  on  -  -7    461        X 

Imports.    Remonstrance  of  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  100)  re- 
lating to  the  collection  ot  duties  on        —  -7    471        1 
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Imports  and  exports  of  sugar  during  the  year  1839.  Doc* 
U merit  submitted  by  Mr.  Nicholas,  showing  the  quan- 
tity and  value  of     -  -  -  -  -    7    505        1 

Imports  of  merchandise  of  foreign  countries  during  the  year 

ending  30th  September,  1839.    General  and  summa- )  ft    s77  (     6 
ry  statements  of  .     -  -  -  -$°     •       J  122 

Imports  in  each  State  of  the  Union  since  1821.  Report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  exhibiting  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the  value  of,  deducting  reship- 
ments         -  -  -  -  -  -    8    621        1 

Independent  Treasury  bill.    (See  Treasury.) 

Indians  in  Florida,  during  1839.    Operations  of  the  army, 

with  a  map  of  the  seat  of  war,  against  the  Seminole    1        1      80 

Indian  Affairs  for  1839.    Report,  with  accompanying  docu-         ' 

ments,  of  the  Commissioner  of  -  -    1        1    327 

Indians.    Documents  anjl  correspondence  relating  to  the 

emigration,  subsistence,  schools,  disturbances,  &&, )+         «  (  349 
of  the  Cherokee     -  -  -  -  -  \ l        *  J  362 

Indian  treaty  with  the  Seneca  nation  may  be  suspended. 
Memorial  of  the  chief  warriors,  sachems,  and  chiefs 
of  the  Six  and  Seneca  nations  of  Indians,  praying 
that  the      -  -  -  -  -  -    2      33        1 

Indians  of  the  Slockbridge  and  Munsee  tribes.  Letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  recommending  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  •    2      42        1 

Indiana  certain  lands  to  aid  in  opening  a  canal  between 
the  mouth  of  Tippecanoe  river  and  Terre  Haute. 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  necessary  legis- 
lation to  confirm,  to  the  State  of    -  -  .    2      46        1 

Indian  Department  for  1840.    Estimate  of  appropriations 

for  the  service*  of  the  -  •  -  -373        1 

Iqdian  Department  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  a  statement  of  the  names 
and  compensation  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  -    4    126        1 

Indians  in  Florida.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the 

massacres  and  destruction  of  property  by  hostile     -    4    130        1 

Indians  for  1839.  Report  of  the  commissioner  to  investi- 
gate claims  against  the  Miami         -  -  -4    164        1 

Iqtfjana  to  obtain  a  donation  of  land  to  Peter  Houston  for 
his  services  in  the  revolutionary  war.  Resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  -  -  -  -4    182        1 

Indians  in  Florida.    Letter  and  correspondence  of  the  Sec- 
\       retary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  employment  of 

bloodhounds  against  the  hostile       -  -  -4    187        1 

Inliana  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  mail-route  from 
Springyille,  via  Virginia  Furnace,  Stamford,  White 
Hall,  Spencer,  and  Greencastle,  to  Crawfordsville. 
1        Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of    -  -  -6    211        1 

Indiana  to  obtain  a  grant  of  land  to  establish  an  asylum 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind.    Resolutions  of 
i       tbe  Legislature  of  -        .  -      »   -. .        -  -    5    212       1 
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Indians.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the 

payment  of  the  debts  and  removal  of  the  Winnebago    6    297 

Indiana,  praying  a  further  appropriation  for  the  completion 

ot  the  harbor  at  Michigan  City.    Memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of  -  -  -  ,6    308 

Indiana,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the 

Cumberland  road  within  that  State.    Memorial  of 

the  Legislature  of  -  -  -  -  -6    310 

Indians.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  recommending  an 

appropriation  for  the  removal  of  certain  Cherokee    6    320 
Indiana,  in  favor  of  granting  the  franking  privilege  to  offi- 
cers of  agricultural  societies.    Resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  -  .  -  -6    340 

Indiana,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  enter  a  tract  of  eight 
acres  of  land,  adjoining  the  land  donated  to  said 
State,  for  public  purposes.  Resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of-  -  -  -  -  -6    341 

Indiana,  to  obtain  a  grant  of  the  public  lands  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  two  White  rivers  in  that  State. 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of    -  -  -    6    343 

Indiana,  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt.  Res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  -  -6    343 

Indians.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the 
difficulties,  and  efforts  to  adjust  them,  with  the  Cher- 
kee  -  -  -.  .    6    347 

Indians  inhabit  the  country  immediately  west  of  Arkansas 
and  Missouri.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  stating 
what  tribes  of         .  -  -  -  -    6    379 

Indian  lands  since  the  establishment  of  the  present  Federal 
Government.  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  a  statement  of  the  purchases  of    8    616 

Insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States."  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  under  "  Act  for  the  relief  of 
certain"      -  -  -  -  •  -17 

International  difficulties.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Ports- 
month,  New  Hampshire,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  congress  of  nations  to  adjust    -  -  -4    184 

Iowa  and  Missouri.  Proclamations,  &c.,  of  the  Governor 
of  Iowa,  communicated  by  the  President,  relative  to 
the  disputed  boundary  of    -  -  *  -    I        4 

Iowa  and  Missouri.  Additional  correspondence  with  the 
Governor  of  Iowa  and  others,  concerning  the  dis- 
puted boundary  line  of  -  -        *    -    2      36 

Iowa,  praying  the  establishment  of  certain  post-routes  in 
said  Territory.  Manorial  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of-  -  -  -  -  -260 

Iowa,  praying  a  donation  of  land  for  the  establishment  of 
a  college  in  that  Territory.  Memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  -  -  -  -  -    2      61 

Iowa,  praying  an  amendment  of  the  organic  law  of  that 
Territory.    Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 

of  -  -  -  -  -  A     fi8       1 
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Iowa,  praying  the  adjustment  of  the  boundary  line  between 
that  Territory  and  the  State  of  Missouri.  Memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of         -    2      53 

Iowa  Territory.    Report  in  relation  to  the  construction  of 

military  roads  in     -  -  -  -  -    2      59      30 

Iowa,  praying  an  appropriation  to  complete  the  road  from 
Dubuque  to  the  northern  boundary  of  Missouri. 
Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of    -  -    3      95 

Iowa  and  the  State  of  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the  disputed 
boundary  line  of  said  State  and  Territory.  Correspon- 
dence, communicated  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  with  the  Governors  of  the  Territory  of       -    4    138 

Iowa  Territory,  in  favor  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  election 
of  a  Governor  of  that  Territory  by  the  people.  Res- 
olutions of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  -    5    201 

Jfowa  Territory.  Report  of  Colonel  Abert,  of  the  Topograph- 
ical Bureau,  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  cer- 
tain roads  in  -  -  -  -  *    8    598 

freland.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

of  the  heirs  of  John  -  -  -  -    5    218 

J. 

|Jackson  and  Martin  Van  Buren.  Resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Tennessee  approbatory  of  the  leading 
measures  of  the  administrations  of  Andrew  -    3      68 

Jamison,  widow  of  Samuel  Jamison.  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Margaret        -    7    508 

Johnson.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

petition  of  Reynell  Ooates  and  Walter  R.    -  -5    229 

Johnston.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on 

the  petition  of  John  -  -  .  -5    215 

Johnson.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the 

petition  of  John       •  -  -  -  -6    367 

Johnston.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  George  C.    -  -  -  -6    413 

Johnson  and  Ann  Hughes,  heirs  of  James  Tanosten.  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of 
Elizabeth •    7    454 

.  Johnston.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Levi  -  -  -  -7    554 

Joint  rules  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.    Motion  by  Mr. 

Tappan  to  amend  the  -  -  -    4    157 

Jones,  praying  that  Government  may  use  his  dredging-ma- 
chine  for  the  removal  of  sand-ban  in  the  western 
waters.    Memorial  of  Alexander     -  -  -4    170 

Jones.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on 

the  memorial  of  William  D.  -  -  -    6    443 

Jerdon. '  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 

on  the  claim  of  John  -  -  -  -6    403 

Justia.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 
1       far  the  rehef  of  Isaac  -  -    8    078 
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Keeter.   Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

fot  the  relief  of  John  -    •        -  -  -    7    494 

Kelley,  praying  a  grant  of  land  in  the  Oregon  territory,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  colony  thereon.  Me- 
morial of  Hall  J.  -    i  -  -    2      20 

Kennedy,  assignee  of  Edward  Laurendine.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Joshua    -  -  -  -  -  -    6    439 

Kennedy,  assignee  of  Cornelius  McCurtin.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Joshua    -  -  -  .-  -  -    6    440 

Kennedy,  assignee  of  George  Tucker.  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims  on  the  {petition  of 
Joshua        -  -  -  -  *-  -    8    674 

Kentucky  against  ceding  the  public  lands  to  the  States  in 
which  they  lie,  and  in  favor  of  distributing  their  pro- 
ceeds among  all  the  States.  Resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  - 

Kerr.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the 
petition  of  Jacob     - 

King  and  others.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on 
the  petition  of  A.  P.  - 

Knipe.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  -  ... 

Knipe.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Simon         -  -  - 

Knott    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill  for 

the  relief  of  Wilfred  - 

Kyanizing  timber.  Report  of  J.  J.  Abert,  colonel  of  the 
topographical  engineers,  in  relation  to  the  process 
and  utility  of  -  -  -  -    6    428 

L. 

l-  Ladies  of  the  Sacred  Heart,"  at  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, praying  that  a  charitable  donation,  sent  to 
them  from  the  city  of  Paris,  may  pass  duty  free.     Pe- 
tition gf  members  of  the  religious  order  of  - 
Lake  Champlain.     Operations  at  outlet  of  -  -  •    1         I     158 

Lake  Champlain.     Report  in  relation  to  the  public  works  on    2      68      63 
Lake  Ontario.    Report  in  relation  to  the  public  works  on  -    2      58      oo 
Lake  Michigan.    Report  in  relation  to  the  public  works  on    2      58      76 
Lake  Erie.    Captain.  Williams's  report  on  the  harbor  im- 
provements on  the  southeast  shore  of  -  •    2      68    107 
Lake  harbors.    Report  of  the  board  of  inspection  of           -    2      68    146 
Lake  Michigan.     Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Wisconsin,  praying  (he  construction  of  harbors  at 
Mihvaukie,  Racine,  Southport,  Manitowoc,  and  She- 
boygan, on              -            -            -  -    3    112        1 
Landon,  deceased.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 

bill  for  the  relief  bi  the  )egal  representatives  of  Charles    6    359        1 
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Land  in  Oregon  territory.    Memorial  of  Hall  J.  Kelley, 

praying  a  grant  of  -  -  -  -  -    2      20 

Land  Office  department  in  1839.  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  maps  and 
documents,  showipg  the  operations  of  the  -  -    2      21 

Lands  under  French  and  Spanish  grants,  and  the  16th  sec- 
tions in  that  State.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  Louisiana  relative  to       -  -  -  -    2      26 

Lauds  among  the  several  States.  Resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Hampshire  opposed  to  dividing  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  -  -  -  -    2      27 

Land  warrants.  Resolutions  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  in 
favor  of  an  additional  appropriation  of  land  to  satisfy 
outstanding  military  bounty  -  -  -    2      30 

Lands.  Resolutions  ofjhe  Legislature  of  Missouri  in  rela- 
tion to  the  disposal  of  the  public      -  -  -    2      34 

Land  to  settlers  in  Oregon  territory.    Petition  of  citizens  of 

Missouri  for  a  donation  of  -  -  -  -    2      40 

Land  selected  by  the  State  of  Indiana  to  aid  her  in  opening 
a  canal  between  the  mouth  of  Tippecanoe  river  and 
Terre  Haute.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  in  relation  to     -  -  -  -    2      46 

Lands  among  the  States,  and  in  favor  of  the  reduction  of 
their  price,  and  granting  pre-emptions.  Resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  against  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  public     •  -  -    3      68 

Land  district  in  that  State.    Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 

Alabama,  praying  the  creation  of  a  new      -  -    3    113 

Lands  in  Illinois,  praying  that  their  pre-emption  rights  may 
not  be  affected  by  the  grant  to  the  "  Polish  exiles." 
Petition  of  settlers  on  the  public      -  -  -    3    118 

Lands  for  a  railroad  from  the  mineral  region  in  Missouri  to 
the  Mississippi  river.  Petition  of  Van  Dorin  Pease  and 
Company,  asking  a  right  of  way  through  the  public    4    131 

Lands  among  the  several  States.  Resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Vermont  in  favor  of  the  distribution  of  the 
public         -  -  -  -  -    4    133 

Land  in  Mississippi  under  acts  of  1812  and  1819.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  do- 
nation claims  or  settlement  rights  to  -  -4     149 

Lands  from  1789  to  1839.    Statement  by  the  Register  of 

the  Treasury  of  the  annual  receipts  on  account  of  -    4    156 

Lands  among  the  States,  &c.  Motion  of  Mr.  Crittenden  in 
relation  to  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  -  -  -  -  -  -41 61 

Land  claimants  in  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and 
for  other  purposes.  Documents  embracing  letters 
from  the  Commissioner  and  Solicitor  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  argumentsof  Messrs.  Magennis  and  Law- 
less, and  opinions  of  the  Attorneys  General,  Messrs. 
Grundy  and  Butler,  in  relation  to  the  bill  to  quiet 
the  titles  of  certain  •  -  •  -    4    173 
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Lauds  to  the  States  in  which  they  are  located,  and  in  favor 
of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  several  States.  Resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  adverse  to  the 
cession  of  the  public  -  -  -  -    4    190        1 

Lands  within  the  limits  of  said  State.  Resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois  in  favor  of  the  cession  to  that 
State  of  the  unsold  public    -  -  -  -    4    192        1 

Lands  heretofore  granted  to  them  by  the  United  States.  Me- 
morial of  the  Polish  exiles,  praying  to  be  allowed  to 
settle  and  cultivate  the  -  -  -    4    194        1 

Land  for  the  establishment  of  an  asylum  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  blind,  in  said  State.  Resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana  to  obtain  a  grant  of  -  -    5    212        1 

Lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Alabama.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  amount  of 
receipts  and  payments  on  account  of  the  five  per 
cent,  fund  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  -  -    5    259        1 

Land  district  and  land  office  in  the  "  Platte  purchase,"  in 
that  State.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri  for  the 
establishment  of  a  -  -  -  ,  -    6    263*       1 

Lands  in  that  State  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement. 
Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  praying 
the  payment  to  that  State  of  the  value  of  the  16th 
sections  in  the  Chickasaw  cession,  and  a  donation  of 
the  unappropriated  -  -  -  -    5    268        1 

Land  for  the  establishment  of  manual-labor  schools  in  that 
Territory.  Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  a  donation  of  -    6    291        1 

Lands  to  the  Mississippi  and  Rock  River  Canal  Company, 
for  certain  purposes.  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  on  the  bill  granting  a  portion  of 
the  public  -  '-  -  -  -  -    6    293        1 

Lands  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  quan- 
tity and  sales  of  the  public  -  -  -  -    6    298        I 

Lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  and  in  favor  of  the 
distribution  of  their  proceeds  among  all  the  States. 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  against 
ceding  the  public    -  •  -  -  -    6    305        1 

Land  to  said  Newton  county,  for  public  purposes,  and  that 
the  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  said  county  be  al- 
lowed the  right  of  pre-emption.  Petition  of  citizens 
of  Newton  county,  Missouri,  for  a  donation  of         -    6    336        1 

Land  adjoining  the  land  donated  for  a  seat  of  Government. 
Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  praying  to 
be  allowed  to  enter  at  the  Government  price  eight 
acres  of  •  -  -  -    6    341        1 

Land  (or  the  improvement  of  the  two  White  rivers  in  that 
State.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
in  favor  of  a  donation  of  public       •  -  •    6    342        1 
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Land  claims  in  Che  State  of  Michigan.    Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act  confirming  certain   -  -  -  -    6    344 

Land  in  that  State.    Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Lou- 
1  isiana  in  relation  to  the  16th  sections  of  the  public  -    6    358 

Lands  in  Milwaukie.    Memorial  of  citizens  of  Wiskonsin, 
praying  a  confirmation  of  the  title  of  Francis  La  ven- 
ture and  others  to  certain    -  •  -  -    7    46S 
Lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  respectively  lie,  on  cer- 
tain conditions.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  on  the  bill  to  cede  the  public        -            -7    460 
Lands  for  the  improvement  of  Rock  river.    Memorial  of 
numerous  citizens  of  Illinois,  praying  an  appropri- 
'           arionof      -           -           -           -           -           -    7    492 

Lands  since  the  establishment  of  the  present  Federal  Gov- 
ernment.   Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  statement  of  purchases  of      -  -    8    616 

i*ane«    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 

on  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Anderson    -  -    4    191 

Langtree  <fc  O'Sullivan.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
'  Library  on  the  claim  of  -  r  -    5    251 

Langtree  &  O'Sullivan.    Documents  relating  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  contract  for  printing  the  Madison  Papers 
with  -  -  -  -  -  -    6    442 

Langtry  &  Jenkins.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on 

r  the  petition  of  -  -  -  -    6    420 

Lathram  to  the  pension-roll.    Report  of  the  Committee  on 

Pensions  on  the  bill  restoring  the  name  of  John      -    7    516 
Latter  Day  Saints,  commonly  called  "Mormons."    Report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  memorial 
of  a  delegation  of  the  -  -  -  -    5    247 

Laurendine's  assignee.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private 

Land  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Edward  •     -  -    6    439 

Laurie,  one  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  Tarbell,  late  of  the  U. 
S.  navy.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
1  on  the  memorial  of  Ann  Eliza         -  -  -    3      92 

Laventure.and  others  to  lands  in  said  Territory.    Memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin  Territory, 
praying  the  confirmation  of  the  claim  of  Francis    -    3      82 
Laventure  and  others  to  certain  lands  in  that  Territory. 
Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin 
Territory,  praying  the  confirmation  of  the  claims  of 
Francis       -  -  -  -  -  -    5    202 

Laventure,  Ebenczer  Childs,  and.  Linus  Thompson.    Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Francis       -  -  -  -5    223 

Laventure  and  others  to  certain  lands  in  Milwaukie.    Me- 
!  morial  of  citizens  of  Wiskonsin,  praying  a  confirma- 

tion of  the  title  of  Francis   •  •  -  -7    458 

,  and  others.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ju-     - 
\  diciary  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  81)  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs,  &c,  of  Robert  -  -  -  -    7    526 
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icompte.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  on  the  bill  confirming  the  claim  of  John 
Baptiste       -  .....    g    294        1 

iie?er.   Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

lot  the  relief  of  William      -  -  -  -    6    233        1 

mticolai  light-houses.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce on  the  communications  of  Mr.  Lepaute  to  Mr. 
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General  Macomb,  in  relation  to  the  military  and 
naval  preparations  by  the  British  authorities  on  the    8    592 

Norvell  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Buch- 
anan to  the  resolutions  on  the  assumption  by  the 
United  States  of  the  debts  of  the  individual  States. 
Motion  of  Mr.  -  -  -  -6     197 

Nutting's  patent  cylinder  fire-arms.    Report  of  the  board  of 

officers  appointed  to  witness  the  exhibition  of  Mighill     7    558 

O. 

Officers  of  the  army  over  60  years  of  age  retiring  on  half  pay. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of     -    2      49 

Officers  of  the  line  and  staff  in  the  army.  Remonstrance  of 
the  officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments 
ofthe  -  -  -  -  -  -    6    376 

Officers  in  the  revenue  service  who  were  placed  under  the 
orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  &c.  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  memorial  of 
certain        -  -  -  -  -  -    8    589 

Officers  of  the  customs.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  statements  showing  the  daily  occu- 
pation of  the  -  -  -  -  -    8    612 

Offices  created,  and  the  salaries  thereof,  and  of  offices  the 
salaries  of  which  have  been  increased,  with  the 
amount  of  such  increase,  during  the  1st  session  26th   * 
Congress.    Statement  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
of  all  appropriations,  -  -  -  -    8    620 

Ohio  river,  above  the  falls,  in  1839.     Captain  Saunders's  re- ; ..         -  (  ] 
port  of  improvements  on  the  -  -  -  \  £  ] 

Ohio  and  Mississippi,  between  Louisville  and  New  Orleans, 
not  received.  Report  of  operations  on  public  works 
on  the  -  .  -  -  -     1        1     1 

Ohio,  in  favor  of  the  separation  of  the  Government  from 
banks,  and  of  the  passage  of  the  independent  treas- 
ury bill.    Resolutions  ofthe  Legislature  of  -  -    6    339 


.»  «• 


INDEX.  lv 

Vol.    No.    Page. 
Ohio  river.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  Captain 

Saunders's  report  on  the  improvement  of  the  falls  of 

the  - 7    530        1 

Obey.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

granting  a  pension  to  Stephen  -  -  -    7    552        1 

Ordnance  Department,  for  1839.  Annual  report  of  the  offi- 
cer in  charge  of  the  -  -  -  -    1        1       85 

Ordnance  Department  during  1839.  Statement  of  each  ap- 
propriation applicable  to  the  -  -  -     1        1      90 

Ordnance  Department  in  1839.  Statement  of  quarterly  ac- 
counts of  disbursing  agents  of  the   -  -  -    1        1      94 

Ordnance  Department  during  1839.    Statement  of  work 

done,  and  articles  fabricated  and  repaired,  in  the     -    1         1     102 

Ordnance  Department  during  1839.  Statement  of  arms,  ac- 
coutrements, &c.  procured,  with  expenses  incurred 
under  the  act  for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia, 
by  the 1         1     107 

Ordnance  Department  for  1838.   Apportionment  of  arms  to 

the  militia  by  the    -  -  -  -  -    1         1     108 

Ordnance  Department  during  1839.  Ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores  distributed  to  the  militia,  under  the  act 
of  1808,  by  the        -  -  -  -  -    1         1     109 

Ordnance  Department  in  1839.   Statement  of  ordnance  and 

ordnance  stores  issued  to  the  United  States  troops  by 

the 1         1     110 

1  f   78 

Ordnance,  &c.  for  the  defences  of  the  frontier  of  the  United  J  I    «g 

States.    Statements  of  the  estimated  number  and  V  7    451  <    qq 

6081  of J  (.104 

Oregon  territory.    Memorial  of  Hall  J.  Kelley,  praying  a 

grant  of  land  in  -  -  -  -    2      20 

Oregon  territory.     Motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  in  relation  to  the 

occupation  and  settlement  of  the*     -  -  -    2      25 

Oregon  territory.     Petition  of   citizens  of  Missouri  for  a 

grant  of  land  to  settlers  in  the  -  -  -    2      40 

Oregon  territory.  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  title 
of  the  United  States  to         -  -  -  -    3      93 

Oregon  territory.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing the  adoption  of  measures  to  promote  the  settle- 
ment of  the  -  -  -  -  -    4    172 

•>regon  Territory.  Memoir  of  Robert  Greenhow,  transla- 
tor, &c.,  submitted  by  Mr.  Linn,  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  the    -  -  -  -    4    174 

Oregon  or  Columbia  river.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  military 
posts  from  the  Missouri  to  the  -  -  -    5    231 

Oregon  territory,  and  the  construction  of  a  road  thereto ; 
and  remonstrating  against  the  construction  of  the 
proposed  ship-canal  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien. 
Petition  of  citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  the  occupa- 
tion and  settlement  of  the    -  -  -  -5    244 
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Oregon  territory,  praying  the  extension  of  the  jurisdiction 
and  laws  of  the  United  States  over  that  Territory. 
Petition  of  citizens  of  -  -  -  -7    614        1 

Osteen.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  claim 

of  Alien 6    395        1 

Owens.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  claim 

of  Benjamin  •-  -  -  -  -7    464        I 

Owen's  report  on  the  geology  and  mineralogy  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Iowa.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  in  relation  to  Mr.  -  -    7    539        1 

Owen,  deceased.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on 
the  petition  of  Louisa  S.  Owen,  widow  and  adminis- 
tratrix of  G.  W.       8    567        1 

P. 

Parsons.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

memorial  of  Thomas  B.  -  -  -    6    279        1 

Paschal.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  George  W.  -  -  -  -  -    4    127        1 

Passengers  who  have  arrived  from  foreign  countries  in  each 
collection  district  of  the  United  States  during  the 
year  1S39.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
statements  of  the  number  and  designation  of  -     8     594        1 

Patent  Office  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents,  showing  the  operations  of  the    3     111        1 

Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  praying  an  extension  of  their 
charter.  Memorial  of  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  -  -  -  -  -  -    8    595        1 

Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  praying  the  extension  of 
their  charters  until  the  4th  of  March  next.'  Memo- 
rial of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  George- 
town,  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  and  the   -  -    8    615         1 

Paxton.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memo- 
rial of  Joseph  -  -  -  -  -    2      41         1 

Paymaster  General,  for  1S39.    Report  of  the  -  -    1        1     134 

Paymaster's  Department  during  1839.    Tabular  statement 

of  expenditures,  &c.  in  the  -  -  -  -    1         1     136 

Pay  Department  during  1839.  Statement  of  quarterly  ac- 
counts of  agents  in  the        -  -  -  -     1        1    140 

Payment  of  miscellaneous  claims  during  the  year  1839. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the         -    4    167        1 

Pea  Patch  island.    Letter  of  H.  D.  Gilpin,  Solicitor  of  thd  • 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  -  -  -    1        I     163 

Pea  Patch  island,  in  the  Delaware  river.  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings instituted  under  a  resolution  of  Congress  to 
try  the  title  to  the    -  -  -  -  -    7    501        1 

Pea  Patch  island.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 

4        copies  of  the  correspondence,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
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ceediogs  which  have  taken  place  for  the  recovery  of 
the  ...-.- 

Penitentiary  in  said  Territory.  Memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  praying  an 
appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a    - 

Penobscot  river.     (See  River.) 

Pensions.    Annual  report  of  tne  Commissioner  of  - 

Pension  rolls  of  the  different  States  and  Territories,  and  add- 
ed thereto  from  the  12th  of  November,  1838,  to  Oc- 
tober 19, 1839.  Statement  of  the  number  of  persons 
now  on  the  - 

Fenson  agents,  showing  the  number  of  deaths  of  pension- 
ers since  their  last  report.     Abstracts  from  reports  of 

Pensioners  on  the  30th  of  September,  1839,  and  which  may 
be  applied  thereto  in  1840.  Statement  of  unexpend- 
ed balances  on  hand  for  paying       - 

Pension  agents  on  the  31st  October,  1839,  on  account  of  in- 
valid, widows7,  and  revolutionary  pensions.  State- 
ment of  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  several 

Pensions  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  transmitting  statements  showing  the  rejected 
applications  for 

Pensions  under  special  acts  of  Congress  during  the  last  five 
years.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Staus.  transmitting  statements  showing  the  amounts 
paid  for  - 

Pensioners,  praying  a  continuance  of  their  pensions.  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Nantz  and  others 

Perry's  report  in  relation  to  the  light-houses  of  England  and 
France.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  Captain  M.  C.  - 

Petitions.  (Sec  Petitions  and  Memorials  in  the  subjoined 
Table  of  Documents.) 

Phelps  e:  al.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvester 

Phelps.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  James        - 

PhioJe.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
on  the  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  widow  of  Gaspard     - 

Ran.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  H. 

Pierce,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  clainA  for  revolution- 
ary services.    Resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 

fters  at  the  towns  of  Racine  and  South  port,  on  the  western 
shore  of  Lako  Michigan.  Report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  relation  to  the  construction  of    - 

Wots  of  Delaware  bay  and  river,  praying  the  repeal  of  the 
act  of  March  2, 1837,  "  concerning  pilots."  Memo- 
ial  of  a  committee  of 
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Pilots,  Memorial  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, against  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1837, 
concerning  -  -  -  *  -    7    466 

Pilots.  Remonstrance  of  underwriters  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  against  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  % 
1837,  concerning  •  -  -  -  -  -    7    632 

Pilots.  -Remonstrance  of  masters  of  vessels  engaged  in 
the  commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  against  the 
repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1837,  concerning       -    8    681 

Pilots.  Petition  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  praying  an  amendment  of  the  act 
of  March  2,  1837,  concerning         -  -  -    8    688 

Pilots.  Remonstrance  of  the  Marine  Insurance  Companies 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  against  a  repeal  of  the  act 
of  March  2,  1837,  concerning         -  -  -    8    596 

Platte  purchase.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  preemption  law  for  the  benefit  of 
the  settlers  on  the   -  -  -  -  -    5    262 

Platte  purchase  in  that  State.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri, praying  the  creation  of  a  land  district,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  land  office  in  the  -  -    5    263 

Polish  exiles,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  settle  and  cultivate 
the  lands  heretofore  granted  to  them  by  the  United 
States.    Memorial  of  the    -  -  -  -    4    194 

Porter  and  W.  R.  Saunders,  sureties  of  William  Estis.  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  W.  R 7    527 

Port  of  New  Orleans.  Report  of  the  Committee  ou  Com- 
merce, on  the  propriety  of  extending  the    •  -    6    441 

Ports  of  entry  in  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and 
to  allow  debenture  on  foreign  goods  conveyed  over 
land  from  such  ports  to  Mexico.  Documents  relat- 
ing to  the  bill  (S.  347)  to  establish  .  -  -    7    472 

Port  of  New  Orleans.  Resolutions  of  the  Third  Munici- 
pality of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  against  the  exten- 
sion  of  the  limits  of  the  -  -  -8    611 

Postage  on  letters,  and  the  use  of  stamps.  Resolution  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Webster  in  relation  to  a  reduction  of  the    7    647 

Post  Office  Department  during  1839.    Annual  report  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  detailing  the  operations  of  the    1        1 

Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  preceding  1st  July, 
1839.  Tabular  statement,  by  the  First  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  of  the  mail  service  in  the        -    1        1 

Post  Office  Department  during  1839.    Statement  of  the 

names  and  salaries  of  clerks  in  the  -  -    2      36 

Post-routes.     (See  also  Mail-routes.) 

Post-routes  in  said  Territory.  Memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  certain         -  -  -  -    2      60 

Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  1839.  Report  fronr 
the  Postmaster  General  of  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  -  -  -  -  -    2      64 
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Postmaster  General,  in  relation  to  the  transportation  of  the 

mail  in  steamboats.    Report  from  the         -  -    6    336        1 

Post-routa  from  Boonville  to  Springfield,  and  there  to  con* 
nect  with  the  line  to  Little  Rock  and  Fayetteville, 
in  Arkansas.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  -  -  - '  -    6    363        1 

Post  Office  Department.    Report  from  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, in  relation  to  the  exchange  of  Government  drafts 
f>r  depreciated  currency,  and  the  payment  of  Gov- 
'eminent  creditors  in  such  currency  by  the  officers 
connected  with  the  -  -  -  -    6    406        1 

Pott  Office  Department.  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Post- 
master General  in  relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange 
of  Government  drafts  by  disbursing  officers  or  con- 
tractors under  the   -  -  -  -    6    427        1 

Postage  on  letters  may  be  reduced.    Petition  of  Samuel 

Martin,  praying  that  the  rates  of     -  -  -7    502        1 

Post-route  from  the  mouth  of  Nodaway  river  to  William 
Tharp's,  in  the  Platte  purchase,  and  a  post  office  at 
Elliott  and  Samuels's  Store.  Petition  of  citizens 
of  Missouri,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  -    7    520        1 

Powers,  praying  that  certain  works  of  art,  the  production 
of  American  artists  abroad,  may  be  admitted  into  the 
United  States  duty  free.     Memorial  of  Hiram         -    6    311        1 

Pratt.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Fielding    -  -  -  -    7    554        1 

Pre-emption  rights  to  said  lands  may  not  be  affected  by  the 

grant  to  the  "  Polish  exiles."      Petition  of  settlers       » 

on  the  public  lands  in  Illinois,  praying  that  their     -    3    118        1 

Pre-emption  Ijiw  for  the  benefit  of  the  settlers  on  the  "Platte 
purchase"  in  that  State.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri, praying  the  passage  of  a  -  -5    262        1 

Pre-emption  law  for  the  better  protection  of  actual  settlers 
on  the  public  lands.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri 
for  a  -  -  -  -  -  -5    269        1 

Pre-emption  right  to  a  tract  of  land.    Petition  of  Moses 

Coppedge,  praying  a  -  -  -  -    6    321         1 

Pre-emption.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Newton  county,  Mis. 
souri,  praying  that  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands 
in  said  county  may  be  entitled  to  a  right  of  -    6    336        1 

l^ttbyterian  Church  of'Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey,  for 
indemnification  for  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
daring  the  revolutionary  war.    Petition  ot  the  First    7    544        1 

Preodent  of  the  United  States  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Message  from  the-  -  -  -  -111 

[For  accompanying  documents,  see  Messages  in  the 
I  subjoined  *  Table  of  Documents.") 

I  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  letter  and 
•  documents  from  the  Governor  of  Iowa,  concerning 

the  disputed  boundary  of  Iowa  and  Missouri.    Mes- 
age  from  the         *  -  ~  -14        1 
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President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  accompanying 
documents,  concerning   the   description  of  papers  * 

deemed  necessary  to  be  provided  by  law  for  the  use 
and  protection  of  American  vessels  engaged  in  the 
whale  fisheries. '  Message  from  the  -  -2      12 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  law  pro- 
viding for  taking  Che  sixth  census  of  the  United 
States.    Message  from  the  -       %     -  -  -    2      13 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  additional 
information  in  relation  to  the  disputed  boundary  line 
^between  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Iowa. 
Message  from  the    -  -  -  -  -    2      35 

President  of  the  United  States,  recommending  the  extension 
to  French  vessels  coming  from  Guiana  and  Senegal 
of  the  benefits  granted  by  the  act  of  1828  to  French 
\3ssels  from  the  islands  of  Guadeloupe  and  Mar- 
tinique ;  and  also  the  repayment  of  the  duties  levied 
on  the  French  ship  Alexandre,  with  documents  and 
copies  of  a  correspondence  with  the  representative 
of  France  relating  thereto.    Message  from  the        -    2      37 

President  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  surrendering 
to  the  State  of  Maryland  the  stock  held  by  the  United 
States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
with  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Maryland  on  the 
same  subject.     Message  from  the    -  -  -    2      44 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  communica^ 
tion  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  documents  from 
the  Military  and  Topographical  Engineer  Bureaus, 
referred  to  in  his  late  annual  report  as  relating  to  the 
system  of  internal  improvements  carried  on  by  the 
General  Government,  and  showing  the  operations  of 
the  Topographical  Bureau.     Message  from  the       -    2      68 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Brant.     Message  from  the  •  -  -    3      69 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  statement  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  De- 
cember 30,  1839,  showing  the  amounts  paid  for  pri- 
vate claims  under  special  acts  of  Congress  during 
the  last  five  years.    Message  from  the  -    3      70 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  December  30, 
1839,  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  banks  in  the 
United  States  which  did,  or  which  did  not,  stop  spe- 
cie payments  during  the  suspension  of  1839,  and 
those  which  have  recommenced  specie  payments. 
Message  from  the    -  -  -  -  -    3      72 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  Govern- 
ment drafts  for  bank  notes  by  the  officers  of  that  de* 
pahmenl    Message  from  the  -  -  -    3      81 
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lent  of  the  United  States,  explaining  the  causes  of  the 
delay  in  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  Bh 
ennial  Register.     Message  from  the  -  -    3     100         1 

dent  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 

with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  statement  showing 

the  amounts  paid  for  pensions  under  special  acts  of 

Congress  during  the  last  five  years.     Message  from 

the 3     101        I 

ndentofthe  United  States,  communicating,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  January  17, 
1S40,  copies  of  correspondence  in  relation  to  the 
northeastern  boundary,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  dis- 
puted territory,  and  the  establishment  of  military 
posts  in  the  State  of  Maine.    Message  from  the       -    3     107         1 

ident  of  the  United  States,  on  the^subject  of  discharging 
liens  and  encumbrances  upon  real  estate  which  has 
or  may  become  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
Message  from  the    -  -  -  -  -    3     117        1 

idem  of  the  United  States,  communicating  correspond- 
ence between  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  Mr. 
Stevenson,  Minister  to  Great  Britain,  and  Lord  Pal- 
menton,  in  relation  to  the  seizure  and  detention  of 
the  brigs  Enterprise,  Encomiun^,  and  Comet.  Mes- 
sage from  the  -  -  -  -  -    3     119         1 

sident  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  2d  March,  1839,  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to 
the  naval  defences  of  the  country.   Message  from  the     3     120         1 

udent  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  report  of 
the  Chief  Engineer,  supplementary  to  the  annual 
report  of  that  officer.    Message  from  the     -  -    4     125         1 

hdent  of  the  United  States,  communicating  additional 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  adjustment  of  the 
northeastern  boundary,  and  tfie  occupation  of  the 
disputed  territory.    Message  from  the  -    4     129         1 

stdent  of  the  United  States,  communicating,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  correspondence 
with  the  Governors  of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  in  relation 
to  the  disputed  boundary  line  between  said  State 
and  Territory.     Message  from  the  -  -  -4     138         1 

wdent  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  report  from 
the  Dinvtor  of  the  Mint,  showing  the  operations  of 
that  institution  during  the  year  18'J9.  Message  from 
the  -  -  -  -  -  -     4     141         1 

luientof  the  United  Sfa'.es,  transmitting  a  supplementary 
report  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  showing  the 
operations  of  the  brunch  mini  at  New  Orleans  Mes- 
sage from  the  -  -  -  -  -    4     109         1 

mdent  ot  ti»*  L'.iited  States  in  reyurd  to  the  nerr^sity  of 
an  early  provision  by  law  fur  t:?e  pr«,U:ctiou  <•(  the 
Tre-rnry  ngainst  the  fluctuations  mid  contingencies 
to  which  its  receipts  are  exposed.    Messa^i!  from  the    4     186        1 
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President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  reducing 
the  tonnnge  duty  on  Spanish  vessels  in  certain  cases. 
Message  from  the    -  -  -  -  -    6    267 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  Surgeon  General  of  the  army,  in  relation  to  the 
selection  of  sites  for  marine  hospitals  oh  the  western 
waters.    Message  from  the  -  -  -    5    258 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating,  in  two  mes- 
sages, additional  correspondence  in  relation  to  the 
adjustment  of  the  northeastern  boundary,  and  the 
occupation  of  the  disputed  territory.  Message  from 
the  -  -  -  -  -    6    266 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  War  Department  and 
Governor  Call,  concerning  the  war  in  Florida. 
Message  from  the    -  -  -  -  -    6    278 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  additional 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  adjustment  of  the 
northeastern  boundary,  and  the  occupation  of  the 
disputed  territory.    Message  from  the  -    6    319 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  ofl2th  March, 
1840,  information  in  relation  to  the  military  prepa- 
rations of  the  British  authorities  on  the  northern 
frontier  of  the  United  States,  from  Lake  Superior  to 
the  Atlantic  ocean.     Message  from  the  -    6    346 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  reports  from  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the  Navy,  and 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  in  relation  to  the  sale 
of  Government  drafts  for  bank  notes,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Government  creditors  in  depreciated 
currency.    Message  from  the  -  -  - ,  6    406 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  report  in  relation 
to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Government  drafts.  Mes- 
sage from  the  -  -  -  -    6    427 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance,  in  part,  with 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  bonds 
issued  by  the  Territory  of  Florida.  Message  from 
the 7    447 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  military  and  na- 
val defences  of  the  country.    Message  from  the      -    7    461 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  part  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  29th  December,  1839, 
in  relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Government 
drafts  for  bank  notes.    Message  from  the   -  -    7    467 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  disposition 
of  certain  presents  received  from  the  Imaum  oi  Mas- 
cmC    Message  from  the  -    7   488 
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resident  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  proceedings 
instituted  under  a  resolution  of  Congress  to  try  the 
title  to  the  Pea  Patch  island,  in  the  Delaware  river. 
Message  from  the    -  -  -  -  -7    501         1 

resident  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  30th  December, 
1839,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Government  drafts 
for  bank  notes.    Message  from  the  -  -    7    628        1 

torideot  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  December,  1839,  in 
relation  to  the  payment  of  Government  creditors  in 
depreciated  currency.    Message  from  the    -  -    7    529        I 

teadent  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  northeastern  boundary,  accompanied  by  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister,  and  from 
Mr.  Forsyth,  in  reply  thereto.    Message  from  the    -    8    580        I 

taridentof  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  military  and 
naval  preparations  of  the  British  authorities  on  the 
northern  frontier  of  the  United  States.  Message 
from  the      -  -  -  -  -    8    592        1 

tandent  of  the  United  States,  exhibiting  the  transfers  of 
naval  appropriations,  under  the  act  of  1834,  from 
4th  April  to  25th  June,  1840.    Message  from  the    -    8    693        1 

resident  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  statement  showing 
the  purchases  of  Indian  lands  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  present  Federal  Government.  Message 
from  the     -  -  -  -  -  -     8    616        1 

eadent  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  20th  July,  1840, 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  Captain  Perry  in  relation  to 
the  lighthouses  of  England  and  France.  Message 
from  the     -  -  -  -  -  -    8    619        1 

ettynan,  widow  of  Thomas  G.  Pretty  man.     Report  of 

the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Mary    7    499         I 

ivate  chums  and  special  acts  of  Congress.  Statement  of 
amounts  paid  from  the  Treasury  from  1835  to  1839, 
in  payment  of  -  -  -  -    3      70         I 

ivateer  service,  and  of  others,  privateer  pensioners,  pray- 
ing the  continuance  of  their  pensions.  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  petition  of 
widows  of  persons  who  were  lost  in  the     -  -    5    239        1 

vateer  pensioners,  praying  a  continuance  of  their  pen- 
sions. Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
on  the  petition  of  John  Nantz  and  others    •  *    6    296        1 

bUc  debt.     (See  Debt.) 

Mic  lands.     (See  Lands.) 

Uic  moneys.     (See  Moneys.) 

blic  revenue.     (See  Revenue.) 


briv 


INDEX. 


Purchases  for  1839.    Report,  with  accompanying  state- 
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Q. 

Quartermaster  General  for  1839.    Report  of  the    - 
Quartermaster's   Department.    Tabular  statements  of  re- 
ceipts, disbursements,  <fcc,  of  agents  in  the 

R. 

Racine,  in  Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  the  construction 
of  a  harbor  at  that  place.    Memorial  of  citizens  of 

Racine,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  construc- 
tion of  piers  at  Southport  and         - 

Racine,  Mihvaukie,  and  Southport,  on  Lake  Michigan. 
Memorials  and  documents  in  favor  of  the  construc- 
tion of  harbors  at    - 

Radcliff.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph         ..... 

Railroad  from  Detroit  to  the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio. 
Petition  of  citizens  of  Detroit,  praying  un  appropri- 
ation for  the  completion  of  a 

Ralston.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion v>f  Sarah  ----- 

Ramsay.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Ziaval  Affairs  on  the 
petition  of  William  - 

Ramsey.  Report  of  tiic  Commit  Vjc  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
on  the  c!:iim  of  the  liters  of  Dr.  John 

Rand.  R?  ,»orf  of  the  Committee  jh  iViiHi'sns  on  the.  petition 
of  "\Villia:u  - 

Banney,  collector  of  the  port  of  St  Lo-.ji. ,  proyir.g  an  in- 
crease of  compensation.    Muuioriui  of  Nalhau 


Purchases  during  the  4th  quarter,  1838,  and  1st,  2d,  and 
3d  quarters,  1839.  Statement  of  disbursements  for 
materials,  making  up  army  clothing,  camp  and  gar-  >  1 
rison  equipage,  incidental  expenses,  &c,  with  reca- 
pitulations in  the  department  of  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of        -----  - 


Purchases  of  Indian  lauds  since  the  establishment  of  the 

present  Federal  Government.    Statement  of  -    8 

Purdon  &  Stokes.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 

Office  and  Post  Roads  on  the  petition  of     -  -    6 

Pursers  in  the  navy.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of     - 
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Rathbone.    Report  of  Che  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on 

the  petition  of  William  P.  -  -  -  -    6    246        1 

bub's  safety-valve  in  steamboats.  Petition  of  citizens  of 
Washington  city,  praying  the  enactment  of  a  law 
requiring  the  use  of  -  -  -  -    8    697         1 

Receipts  and  expenditures  for  1838.    Statement  of  the      -    1        2      25 

Receipts  and  expenditures,  and,  reduction  thereof,  for  1840.  )  f     4 

Estimates  of  the      -  -  -  -  -}1        2  <      6 

)  I     7 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  States  for  the  3d 
acd  4th  quarters  of  1838.  Letter  from  the  United 
States  Treasurer,  transmitting  an  account  of  the     -     1       11         1 

Receipts  and  payments  on  account  of  the  6  per  cent,  fund 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within  the 
State  of  Alabama.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  showing  the  -  -  -    6    269         1 

Recruiting  service  in  1839.    Account  of  the  general  -    1        1      74 

Bed  river.    Report  of  Superintendent  H.  M.  Shreve,  of  the  )  +         1  $  169 
condition  and  progress  of  the  improvements  on       - )  (  206 

Bed  river.    Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in 

favor  of  constructing  a  levee  on  the  south  bank  of  -    2      26         1 

Relfe.  marshal  of  the  district  of  Missouri.    Report  of  the 

Committee  of  Claims  on  the  claim  of  James  H.       -    6    385        1 

Revenue  and  means  for  1839,  exclusive  of  trusts  and  the  )  (      , 

Post  Office.     Exposition  by  the  Secretary  of  the  V  1        2 }   J: 
Treasury  of  the      -  -  -  -  -  )  ( 

Revenues  in  gold  and  silver  only.  Resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  New  Hampshire,  in  favor  of  collecting  the    2      28        1 

Revenues  in  foreign  countries.     Abstract  of  the  modes  of 

collecting,  keeping,  and  transferring  the      -  -    4    124      74 

Revenue  from  customs  and  lands,  from  the  4th  March,  1799, 
to  the  31st  December,  1839,  and  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt.    Statement  of  the  -4     156         1 

Revenue  laws.  Memorial  of  merchants  and  importers  of 
foreign  goods,  praying  the  revision  and  amendment 
of  the  -  -  -  -  -    6    230         I 

Revenue  received  between  the  eud  of  the  last  fiscal  year 
and  the  1st  ot  June,  1840.     Report  of  the  Secretary   . 
o/  the  Treasury,  showing  the  amount  of    -  -    8    562        1 

Rezenue  service,  who  were  placed  under  the  orders  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  &c.  Report  of  the  Commit- 
teo  on  Commerce  on  the  memorial  of  certain  officers 
of  the 8    589         1 

fit-v^iutionary  services.    Resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Pierce, 

in  relation  to  the  payment  of  claims  for       -  -     7     477         1 

Reynolds.     Documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  John  C.     -     4     128         1 

Kiodc  Island,  adverse  to  tlic  cession  of  the  public  lands  to 
the  States  in  which  they  are  located,  and  in  favor  of 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  several  States.  Resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  -  -  -  -    4    1£0        1 
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Ridge  and  Son,  and  Elias  Boudinot.  Correspondence  relat- 
ing to  the  murder  of  Major  John     ... 

Rivard.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Louis  M. 

Rivers,  light-houses,  roads,  and  harbors,  in  1839.  Synopsis 
of  the  improvement,  repairs,  &c,  of 

River  Hudson  in  1839.  Captain  Brewerton's  report  of  the 
improvements  on  the  - 

River  Ohio,  above  the  falls,  in  1839.  Captain  Saunders's  re- 
port of  the  improvements  on  the     ... 

River  Mississippi  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  Captain 
Lee's  report  of  operations  on  the     - 

River  Missouri.  Captain  Lee's  report  of  the  improvement 
of  the         .-...- 

River  Arkansas.  Superintendent  Henry  M.  Shreve's  report 
of  the  improvements  on  the  - 

River  Red.  Superintendent  H.  M.  Shreve's  report  of  the 
improvements  on  the 

River  Savannah.  Captain  Mackay's  report  on  the  improve- 
ment of  the  - 

River  Mississippi  at  the  Des  Moines  and  Rock  River  rapids. 
Memorial  of  the  Galena  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
praying  an  appropriation  to  improve  the 

Rivers  Neenah,  Wiskonsin,  Rock,  Pekatonica,  Four  Lakes, 
and  Platte.  Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
of  Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  the  improvement 
of  the         - 

River.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri,  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  improvement  of  Current 

Rivers  Neenah,  Wiskonsin,  and  Rock,  &c.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  with  copies  of  reports,  plans,  maps, 
and  estimates  for  the  improvement  of  the   - 

Rivets  in  that  State.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  In- 
diana, in  favor  of  a  grant  of  land  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  two  White       .... 

River  Mississippi.  Colonel  Totten's  report,  with  a  map  re- 
lating to  the  operation  of  deepening  the  channel  at 
the  mouth  of  the     - 

River.  Memorial  of  numerous  citizens  of  Illinois,  praying 
an  appropriation  of  public  lands  for  the  improvement 
of  Rock      ...... 

River  Ohio.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  Captain 
Saunders's  report  on  the  improvement  of  the  falls  of 
the  -  - 

River  Penobscot.  Resolutipns  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of 
Frankfort,  Maine,  in  favor  of  the  construction  of 
fortifications  on  the 

Roads,  rivers,  harbors,  and  lighthouses,  in  1839.  Synop- 
sis of  the  improvement,  repairs,  <fcc,  of       - 

J&oad  east  of  the  Ohio.  Captain  Dutton's  report  of  ope* 
rations  on  the  Cumberland  -  -  • 


Vol. 


-    4 


6 
-    6 


No.    Pi 

i  : 

137 

i 


58 


4    150 


292 
302 


6  318 

6  342 

7  463 
7  492 

-    7  530 

7  549 

1  1 

1  1 


INDEX. 

Road  in  Ohio.     Captain  Dutton's  report  of  operations,  &?. 

on  the  Cumberland  -  -  -     1         1    211 

Road  in  Indiana.    Major  Ogden's  report  of  operations,  <fcc. 

on  the  Cumberland  -  .  -  -     1         1    216 

Road  in  Illinois.     Major  Ogden's  report  of  operations,  <fcc. 

on  the  Cumberland  -  -  -  -     1         I    218 

Roads  in  Michigan.    Report  in  relation  to  the  construction 

of  certain    -  -  -  -  -  -    2      68      21 

Roads  in  Wiskonsin.    Report  in  relation  to  the  construction 

of  certain    -  -  -  -  -  -    2      58      24 

Roads  in  Iowa  Territory.  Report  in  relation  to  the  con- 
struction of  certain  -  -  -  -    2      68      30 

Roads  in  Arkansas.     Report  in  relation  to  the  construction 

of  certain    -  -  -  -  -  -2      58      30 

Roads  in  Florida.    Report  in  relation  to  the  construction 

of  certain    -  -  -  -  -  -    2      58      31 

Roads  leading  to  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  two  per  cent  fund  reserved  for  -  -    3      76        1 

Road  from  Dubuque  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Missouri.  Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
of  Iowa,  praying  aid  to  complete  the  -  -    3      95        1 

Road  through  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  its  extension 
to  Jefferson  city,  Missouri.  Estimate  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Cumberland  -  -  -  -    3     122       •  1 

Road  from  Yidalia  to  Natchitoches.  Resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  a  -  -    0    357         1 

Roads  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa.    Documents  relating  to 

the  construction  of  certain  ...  .8    598        1 

Roberts  and  W.  Detherage.  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  295)  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  J. 7    536        L 

Roberts.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the 

bill  (H.  R.  No.  296)  for  the  relief  of  John  -  -    7    637        I 

Roberts.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Levi  M.  -  •  -    8    671        I 

Rob  Roy,  which  was  wrecked,  and  her  cargo  sold  for  the 

benefit  of  the  salvors.    Report  of  the  Committee  ou 

Commerce  on  the  petition  of  a  mercantile  house  in 

Nova  Scotia,  praying  a  remission  of  the  duty  on  the 

cargo  of  the  '-  -  -  -  -    7    475        1 

Rock  Island,  Illinois,  as  a  military  post.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  in  relation  to  the  abandonment  of    -    3      89        1 

Rock  river.    (See  River.) 

Ram,  widow  of  William  Ross.    Report  of  the  Committee 

on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Sally  -  •    6    333        1 

Inks  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.    Motion  by  Mr.  Tap* 

pan,  to  amend  the  joint       -  -  -  -4157        1 
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St.  Mark's,  in  said  Territory.  Resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Florida  Territory  to  obtain  the 
passage  of  a  law  ior  the  sale  of  certain  lots  in  the 
town  of  -  -  -  -  -    6    249 

St  Mark's,  in  Middle  Florida,  praying  the  passage  ot  a  law 
to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  public  lots  in  that 
town.    Memorial  of  citizens  of  -  -5    260 

Sale  of  Government  draits.     (See  Government*) 

Salt    Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  in  favor 

of  a  repeal  of  the  duties  on  imported  -  -    3      68 

Salt    Documents  submitted  by  Mr.  Benton  relative  to  tfie 

trade  in,  and  the  manufacture  and  uses  of,  -  -    4     196 

Salt.    Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of 

a  repeal  of  the  duty  on         -  -  -  -    6    343 

Sandusky  bay.    Communication  from  0.  Follett  and  others 

respecting  the  commerce,  &c.  at  -  -    2      58 

Sappers,  miners,  and  pontoniers.  Communication  from 
Col.  Totten,  the  Chief  Engineer,  in  relation  to  the 
bill  for  organizing  a  company  of     -  -  -    5    237 

Sardinia.    Treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  his 

Majesty  the  King  of  -  -  -  -    1         1 

Saul.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Hiram  -  -  -  -  -    8    573 

Saunders.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 

pethion  of  Thomas  R.  -  -  -    6    327 

-Saunders  and  W.  Porter,  sureties  of  William  Estis.    Report    ' 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  R.  -  -  -  -    7    527 

Savannah  river.  Captain  Mackay's  report  on  the  improve- 
ment of  the  -  -  -  -  -    2      58 

Schoolcraft.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on 

lhe  petition  of  James  L.  -  -  -6415 

Schools  in  the  District  of  Columbia.    Memorial  of  the  coi- 

;  -  porate  authorities  of  the  city  of  Georgetown,  pray- 

ing the  creation  of  a  fund  for  •  -    5    220 

Scott,  in  1839.    Position,  &c.  of  the  eastern  division  of  \he 

army,  under  command  of  Brevet  Major  General      -     1         1 

Scott,  in  relation  to  the  military  preparations  of  the  British 
authorities  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the  United 
States.    Letter  of  General   -  -  -  -    6    346 

•  Scrivener  and  others.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 

on  the  petitions  of  John       -  -  -  -    4     146 

Scrivener.  '  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  pe- 
tition of  John  -  -  -  -  -6     350 
SeacoaSt.    Report  in  relation  to  harbors  on  the       -  -    2      58 
Seamen  registered  in  ports  of  entry  of  the  United  States 
during  the  year  1839.    Report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  showing  the  number  of  American  -           -    1        6 
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tamen  discharged  iu  foreign  ports.  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  on  the  expediency  of  modify- 
ing the  law  in  relation  to     -  .  -  -7    538        1 

Secretary  of  the  Senate,  of  all  appropriations,  offices  created, 

and  the  salaries  thereof,  and  of  offices  the  salaries  of 

which  have  been  increased,  with  the  amonnt  of  such 

increase,  during  the  1st  session  or  the  26th  Congress. 

Statement  by  the     -  .  -  -  -    8    620        1 

Seigle.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 

on  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Frederick       -  -    6    402        I 

Sertnnger.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Michael       -  -    7    534        1 

Seminole  Indians.    (See  Indians.) 

Senate  daring  the  year  ending  3d  December,  1839.    State- 
ment of  expenditures  from  the  contingent  fund  of  • 
the 2      24         1 

Seneca  Indians  may  be  suspended.  Memorial  of  the  chief 
warriors,  sachems,  and  chiefs  of  the  Six  and  Seneca 
nations,  praying  that  the  treaty  with  the      -  -    2      33         1 

Settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Illinois,  praying  that  their 
pre-emption  rights  to  said  lauds  may  not  be  affected 
by  the  grant  to  the  «  Polish  exiles."    Petition  of     -    3     1 18        1 

Stftleison  the  "Platte  purchase"  Petition  of  citizens  of 
Missouri,  in  favor  of  a  pre-emption  law  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the      -  -  -  -  -  -    5    262         l 

Settlers  on  the  public  lands.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri, praying  the  passage  of  a  pre-emption  law  for 
the  better  protection  of  actual  -  -  -    5    269         I 

Settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  said  county  may  be  entitled 
to  the  right  of  pre-emption.  Petition  of  citizens  of 
Newton  county,  Missouri,  praying  that  the  -  -    6    336         1 

Shannon.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 

bill  granting  a  pension  to  Neil         -  -  -     7    J&4         1 

Sheldon.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Morton  and  John  S.  Larrabee,  sureties 
of  Walter 4     179         1 

Sbeppard,  administrator  of  Abiel  Wood.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of  John 
R  .  -  .  -    4     159         L 

Ship-canal  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien.  &c.  Remon- 
strance of  citizens  of  Indiana  against  the  construc- 
tion of  a     - 5    244         I 

Ship-canal  around  the  falls  of  St.  Mary.  Resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  a  donation  of 
land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  -  -  -    6    383        1 

Sup-canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara.  Resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  in  favor  of  the  construction 
ofa  -  -  -  -  -  -    6    445        1 

Sup  Island,  and  on  the  bar  between  said  island  and  Cat 
bland,  in  the  Mississippi.  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  on  the  expediency  of  erecting  ^ 

torts  on  8    618        i 
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Shubrick.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on 

the  petition  of  Irvine  -  -  -  •    3      91 

Silk  goods.    Memorial  of  James  Brown  and  others,  pray* 

ing  that  a  duty  may  be  imposed  on  importations  of  -    4    171 

Silk.    Memorial  of  John  Hancock  and  others,  praying  an 

increase  of  the  duty  on        -  -  -  -    4     183 

Silk  umbrellas  and  parasols.  Memorial  of  manufacturers 
of  umbrellas  and  parasols  in  Philadelphia,  praying 
the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  imported  -  -    4     185 

Silks.    Memorial  of  citizens  of  Maryland  and  the  District 
of  Columbia,  praying  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on 
«   imported  -  -  -  -  -    6    380 

Silk  hats.    Memorial  of  hatters  in  the  city  and  State  of 

New  York,  praying  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on       -    7    480 

Silk  hats,  fur  bodies,  and  felts.  Petition  of  hatters  in  New- 
ark, New  Jersey,  for  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on     -     7     545 

Sixteenth  sections  of  laud  in  that  State.    Resolutions  of  the 

Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  relation  to  the  -  -    6    358 

Slave-trade.  Memorial  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  praying  the 
adoption  of  measures  to  suppress  the  African  -    7    491 

Slaymaker.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 

and  Post  Roads  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  R.  -    2      31 

Sloan.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  William       -  -  -  -    8    671 

Smith.     Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

ofE.VV. and  H.Smith        -  -  -  -    3      84 

Smith,  of  Arkansas.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands  on  the  memorial  of  James     -  -  -    4     144 

Smith.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

ofZadock  -  -  -  -  -     6    407 

Smith.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Gilbert       -  -  -  -  -    8    602 

Sneed,  Stephen  K.  Sneed,  and  Richard  Sneed.  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
William  M.  -  -  -    5    245 

Snow,  widow  of  Jonas  Snow.    Report  of  the  Committee  on 

Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Mary      -  -  -    7    600 

Southport,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War.  in  relation  to  the  con- 
struction of  piers  at  Racine  and       -  -  -    6    444 

Southport,  Racine,  and  Milwaukie,  on  Lake  Michigan. 
Memorials  of  citizens  of  Milwaukie,  Racine,  and 
Southport,  and  a  letter  from  Thomas  Holdup  Ste- 
vens, in  favor  of  the  construction  of  harbors  at        -     8    664 

Spanish  vessels,  in  certain  cases.  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  reducing  the 
tonnage  duty  on     -  -  -  -  -    5    257 

Special  depositcs.     (See  Depositee.) 
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Specie  payments  during  the  suspension  of  1839,  and  those 
which  have  resumed  specie  payments.  A  list  of  all 
the  banks  in  the  United  States  which  did  or  did  not 
stop  - 3      72 

Stalker  and  N.  B.  Hill.     Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 

on  the  memorial,  recommitted  to  them,  of  Gilbert    -    8    690 

Stamps  or  stamped  covers.  Resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Webster  relative  to  a  reduction  of  letter  postages,  and 
the  use  of-  -  -  -  -  -7    547 

Standard  weights  and  measures.  (See  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures.) 

StsmtL  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  me- 
morial of  Preston     -  -  -  •  -    7    448 

Stan.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  petition 

of  Eunice   -  -  -  -  -  -     4     135 

Staten  Island.     Operations  on  the  public  works  on  -11     162 

State  Department  during  1839.     Statement  per  Secretary 

of  State,  of  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  )  +         g 

States.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  ac- 
companying documents,  in  relation  to  the  execution 
oi  the  act  of  1S36,  which  authorized  the  deposite  of 
public  moneys  with  the  -  -  -    2      14 

Suites  and  Territories  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  Report 
by  the  librarian  of  a  catalogue  of  the  laws,  executive 
and  legislative  documents,  and  journals,  of  the  several     2       16 

Slates.  Resolutions  of  tho  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire 
opposed  to  dividing  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
nmonv  the  several   -  -  -  -  -     2      27 

State  Department  during  1S39.     List  of  names  and  salaries 

of  clerks  employed  in  the    -  -  -    3      63 

State  Department  exchanging  Government  drafts  for  bank- 
notes. Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  relation 
to  the  officers  of  the  -  -  -  -     3      81 

States.     Report  of  the  select  committee  in  relation  to  the 

power  of  (he  Union  to  assume  the  debts  of  the        -    4     153 

Slate*.  Motion  of  Mr.  Norvell  to  amend  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Buchanan  to  the  resolutions  relative 
to  the  assumption  by  the  United  States  of  the  debts 
of  the  several  -  -  -  -  -     5     197 

States  in  which  they  lie.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  on  the  bill  to  cede  the  public  lands  to  the  -     7    460 

Stale,  with  a  list  of  American  seamen  registered  in  ports  of 
entry  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1S39. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -  -     1         6 

State,  on  the  subject  of  the  law  providing  for  taking  the 
sixth  census  of  the  United  States.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -    2       13 

State,  showing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  privileges  and 
restrictions  of  the  commercial  intercourse  oi  the 
United  States  with  all  foreign  nations.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  -  -  -  -    3      80 
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State,  with  statements  of  the  number  and  designation  of  the 
passengers  who  have  arrived  in  each  collection  dis- 
trict of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1839.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -    8 
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Statistical  statements  of  the  increase  of  population,  taxable 
property  contiguous  to,  and  commerce,  dec.  on,  the 
western  lakes  and  canals     .... 


V2 


Statistical  view  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1839     - 

Steamboats  being  destroyed  by  fire.  Letter  of  Noah  Pair- 
bank  on  the  subject  of  preventing  - 

Steam-vessels  does  not  require  amendment.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  resolution  to  inquire 
whether  the  law  regulating 

Steamboats  running  on  Lakes  Erie,  Huron,  and  Michigan, 
for  an  amendment  of  the  act  of  1838  for  the  better 
security  of  the  lives  of  passengers,  &c.  Petition  of 
owners  and  masters  of         - 

Steam-vessels,  against  certain  enactments  contained  in  the 
law  of  1838  relating  to  steamboats,  with  tabular 
statements  of  steamboat  navigation  and  accidents  in 
America  and  Great  Britain.  Memorial  of  sundry 
proprietors  and  managers  of  American 

Steamers  Tunning  between  Boston  and  the  British  province 
of  Nova  Scotia  maybe  relieved  from  the  limitations 
of  the  act  of  1819  respecting  the  number  of  passen- 
gers permitted  to  be  taken  on  board.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  United  States  praying  that    - 

Steamboats  to  use  any  particular  description  of  machinery. 
Memorial  of  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  remonstrating 
against  the  passage  of  any  law  compelling  owners  of 

Steamboats  of  Raub7s  safety-valve.  Petition  of  citizens  of 
Washington  city,  praying  the  enactment  of  a  law 
requiring  the  use  in  - 

Stewart.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Hugh  ..... 

Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians.  Letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  recommending  an  appropriation  for  the  re- 
moval and  subsistence  of  a  number  of         - 

Stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company  to  the  State  of  Maryland.  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  com- 
munication from  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  on  the 
subject  of  surrendering  the  - 
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xks  in  the  London  and  home  markets.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasery  respecting  the  prices  of  certain    3      flB        1 

k\l  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company.  Me- 
morial of  the  Louisville  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
praying  the  purchase  by  the  United  States  of  the  in- 
dividual     - 4    143        1 

Kk  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  stand- 
ing  in  the  name  of  the  United  States.  Documents 
nutting  to  the  transfer  to  the  State  of  Maryland  of  the    8    610        1 

toae.   fieport  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 

of  David     -  -  -         "   -  -  -    3     115         1 

befclin.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Lot  -  -  -  -  -    7    496        1 

rang.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Josiah         -  -  -  -    8     572         1 

oart  and  John  Davis  to  be  allowed  a  preemption  right  to 

certain  lands  occupied  by  them.    Petition  of  Sands    6    303         1 

urges.    Report  of  the  Commiitee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

memorial  of  Josiah  -  -  -  -     3       79         1 

ifasistence,  for  1839.    Report  of  the  Commissary  General  of    1         1     248 

ibsistence  Department  during  1839.  Statement  of  expen- 
ditures, &c,  in  -  -  -  -     1         I     249 

atasience  Department  during  1839.    Statement  of  amount 
.    remitted  to.  expended  by,  balances  in  the  hands  of, 
and    unaccounted  for  by,  each  of  the  disbursing1 
agents  oi  the  -  -  -  -  -     1         1    251 

igirs   exported    and    imported  within  certain  periods. 

Statements  of  the  quantity  and  value  of      -  -    6     336        1 

iprs.  Document  signed  by  proprietors  of  sugar  re- 
fineries in  relation  to  the  drawback  duties  on  refined    6    375*        1 

igar  since  the  application  of  the  drawback  system  to  that 
exportation.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  showing  the  annual  amounts  of  drawback 
paid  on  the  exportation  of  domestic  refined  -    G     399        1 

tgat  daring  1 839.  Documents  submitted  by  Mr.  Nicholas, 
showing  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports  and 
exports  of   -  -  -  -  -  -    7     505         1 

Hi  van's  Island.  Report  of  A.  H.  Bowman,  on  state  of  the 
channel  between  Shute's  Folly  and  Hog  Island,  and 
its  effect  on  ..... 

igeon  General  of  the  army  for  1839.     Report  of  the 

irrty  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States.  Report  of  P.  R. 
Hasslr  r.  as  superintendent,  &c,  on  the  subject  of  the 

rrey  of  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  north  of 
the  Missouri.     Report  in  relation  to  the 

rvey  of  Yellow  river.     Report  in  relation  to  the 

rrey  of  the  mouth  of  the  Suwannee.    Report  in  relation 

to  the  -  -  -  -  -  -    2      58      16 

rvey  of  the  boundaries  between  the  Indian  tribes  west  of 

the  Mississippi.     Report  in  relation  to  the    -  -2      88      17 

irvey  of  the  Des  Moines  and  Iowa  rivers.    Report  in  re- 

him  ft>  the 2      6B      19 
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Survey  of  Red  Cedar  river.    Report  in  relation  to  the        -    2      58 

Survey  of  Oswego  harbor  and  its  vicinity.  Report  in  rela- 
tion to  the  -  -  -  -  -  -    2      68 

Survey  of  Sackett's  Harbor  and  its  vicinity.   Report  in  rela- 

*  tion  to  the  -  -  -  -  -  -    2      68 

Survey  of  a  route  for  a  railroad  from  Milwnukie  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi.   Report  in  relation  to  the  -  -  -    2      68     1 

Survey  of  the  coast  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.    Report  of 

Mr.  Wheeler  to  the  Governor  of  Mississippi,  of  the  -    4    163 

Survey  of  the  coast  of  Mississippi,  and  the  erection  of  forti- 
fications thereon.  Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Mississippi,  praying  a  -  -  -    6    281 

Survey  for  a  site  for  a  fortification  on  the  coast  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  relation  to  a  -  -  -  -    7    490 

Sympson  for  confirmation  of  their  title  to  a  tract  of  land. 

Petition  of  the  heirs  of  James  -  -  -    2      47 

T. 

Tappan  to  amend  the  joint  rules  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 

jgress.     Motion  by  Mr.        -  -  -  -    4     157 

Tarbellj  lite  of  the  U.  S.  navy.  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  on  the  memorial  of  Ann  Eliza 
Laurie,  one  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  -  -  -    3      92 

Taylor,  for  1839.    Returns  of  the  army  in  Florida,  under 

command  of  Brevet  Brig.  Cen.        -  -  -     1         I 

Taylor,  during  1839.  Report,  with  a  map  of  the  seat  of 
war,  of  the  operations  of  the  army  iu  Florida,  under 
command  of  Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  ,    -  -     1         1 

Taylor.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 

of  David     -  -  -  -'  -  -    4     178 

Tennessee  against  a  national  bank,  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
interference  of  certain  Federal  officers  in  elections, 
and  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  among  the  States ;  and  in  iavor  of 
the  Independent  Treasury  bill,  the  reduction  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  and  granting  pre-emption 
rights  to  the  occupant  settlers  thereon,  and  the 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  salt.  Resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  -  -  -  -    3      68 

Thistle,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a 
number  of  wrought-iron  camion  on  the  plan  invented 
by  him.     Memorial  of  Hezekiah  L.  -  -     8    661 

Thistle.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  on 

the  petition  of  H.  L.  .-  -  -  -    8    617 

Thompson  and  others.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lauds,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Linus      -  -    5    223 

.Thompson.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 

Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Joseph     -  -  -    6    304 

Thompson.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  pe- 
tition *i  John  W.   6    312 
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Thompson  and  Robert  Milnor.  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  57)  for  the  relief  of 
John  -  -  -  -  -6    393        1 

Thompson,  widow  of  the  late  Col.  Alexander  B.  Thompson, 
praying  compensation  for  extra  services  rendered  by 
her  late  husband  while  an  officer  in  the  U.  S.  army. 
Memorial  of  Mary  W.  -  -  -7    515         1 

Tien.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  bill  (H. 

H.  40)  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius      -  -    6    408        1 

Timber  for  the  public  works.    Documents  favorable  to  the 

use  of  mineralized  or  Kyanized       -  -  -    2      58    139* 

Timber,  called  "Kyanizing."  Report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  a  report  from  Col.  Abert,  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Bureau,  in  relation  to  the  application  of  a 
mineral  solution  for  preserving        -  -  -    6    428        1 

Tobacco  to  be  received  into  the  European  markets  on  fair 
and  liberal  terms.  Memorial  of  tobacco  planters  in 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  cause  -  -  -  -  -    8    601         1 

Tongue.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  bill  in 

the  case  of  James  '    -  -  -  -     6    350         k 

Tongue  and  others.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

on  the  petition  of  James      -  -  -  -    4     146        I 

Tannage  and  crews,  which  cleared  from  each  of  the  districts 
of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  30th 
September,  1S39.  Statement  of  the  number  of  Amer- 
ican and  foreign  vessels,  with  their  -  -     8    577    282 

Tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  Slates  in  1839. 

Abstract  of  the         -  -  -  -  -     8     577    290 

Teenage  of  the  several  districts  in  1839.    Condensed  view 

of  the 8    577     300 

Tonnage,  from  1815  to  1839.     Comparative  view  of  the 

registered,  enrolled,  and  licensed      -  -  -    8    577    310 

Tonnage  "duties  and  charges,  generally,  as  established  by 

treaty.     Statement  of  -  -  -    3       80      62 

Tonnage  and  crews,  which  entered  into  the  United  States 
trom  foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  3Uth 
September,  1839.  Statement  of  the  number  of 
American  and  foreign  vessels,  with  their     -  -     8    577    262 

Tonnage  and  crews,  which  cleared  from  the  United  States 
for  foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  30th 
September,  1839.  Statement  of  the  number  of 
American  and  foreign  vessels,  with  their      «  -    8    577    266 

Tonnage,  crews,  and  national  character,  of  the  foreign  ves- 
sels that  entered  into,  and  cleared  from,  the  United 
States,  during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1839. 
Statement  of  the  number,    -  -  -  -    8    577    270 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  arriving  from, 
and  departing  to,  each  foreign  country,  during  the 
|  year  ending  30th  September,  1839.    Statistical  view 

'  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  exhibiting  the 

value  of  imports  from,  and  exports  to,  each  foreign 
country;  ak>  the    -  -  -8     677    Sflffc 
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Tonnage  and  crew*,  which  entered  into  each  of  the  districts 
of  the  United  States  during-  the  year  ending  30th 
September,  1839.  Statement  of  the  number  of 
American  and  foreign  vessels,  with  their      -  -    8    577    i 

Topographical  Engineers,  in  relation  to  surveys,  and  the 
construction  of  roads,  harbors,  <fcc.  Annual  report 
of  the  Bureau  of  -  -  -  -    2      58 

Topographical  Bureau  during  1839.  Statement  of  amounts 
expended  and  applicable  to  expenditures  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  -  -  -  -  -  -    2      58    5 

Topographical  Bureau.  Quarterly  statements  of  disburse- 
ments, &c.,  by  disbursing  agents  of  the        -  -    2      58    i 

Topographical  Engineers,  in  relation  to  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  Neenah,  Wiskonsin,  and  Rock 
rivers,  and  the  haven  of  Rock  river,  and  the  con- 
struction of  a  pier  at  the  northern  extremity  of  Win- 
nebago Lake.    Report  of  the  Bureau  of  -    6    318 

Transatlantic  Steamship  Company  of  Liverpool,  and  others. 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  me- 
morial of  the  -  -  -  -  -     3     123 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  his 
accounts  for  the  third' and  fourth  quartets  of  the 
year  1838.     Letter  from  the  -  -  -     1       11 

Treasury  Department  in  1839.  Annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  financial  operations 
of  the  -  -  -  -  -     1        2 

Treasury,  for  general  purposes,  1st  January,  1839.    State* 

raent  of  funds  in  the  -  -  -  -    1 

Treasury  notes  in  1839.    Issue  and  redemption  of  -(l 

TVeasury  bill.    Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee 

in  favor  of  the  Independent  -  -  «     3      68 

Treasury  in  1835  to  1839,  in  payment  of  private  claims, 
under  special  acts  of  Congress.  Statement  of  the 
amount  paid  from  the  -  -  -  -    3      70 

Treasury  Department,  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  state- 
ments of  the  names  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the    3      88 

Treasury  Department,  during  the  year  1839.    Statement  of 

the  contracts  authorized  by  the        -  -  -    4     142 

Treasury  Department,  during  the  year  1839.  Statement  of 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  payments  made 
on  account  of  miscellaneous  claims  at  the    -  -    4     167 

Treasury  against  the  fluctuations  and  contingencies  to 
which  its  receipts  are  exposed,  with  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  same  subject.  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  re- 
gard to  the  necessity  of  an  early  provision  by  law 
for  the  protection  of  the  -  -  -    4     186 

Treasury  bill.  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the  Indepen- 
dent -  -  -  -  -    5    222 


WDEX.  Iwyii 

Vol.    No.    Page. 

Treasury  system.    Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  •  Missis- 
sippi, in  relation  to  the  Independent  .  -    5    865 
Treasury  notes.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

on  the  subject  of  depositee,  payments,  <fcc.,  of         -    6    316 
Treasury  bill,  &c.     Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio, 

in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  Independent  -  -    6    339 

Treasury  Department  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  exchange  of  Govern- 
ment drafts  for  depreciated  currency,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  Government  creditors  in  such  currency  by 
officers  connected  with  the  -  -  -  -    6    406 

Treasury  notes..  Resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  White,  in 
relation  to  the  special  deposites  of  the  Government, 
and  the  issues  of     -  -  -  -  -6    418 

Treasury  notes  issued  under  the  acts  of  1837,  1838,  and 
1839,  and  a  monthly  statement  of  such  notes  deliv- 
ered on  account  of  having  received  certificates  of 
such  special  deposites,  &c.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  the  names  of  the  banks  in 
which  special  deposites  in  specie  were  made  in  anti- 
cipation of  receiving  therefor  •  -  -7    476 

Treasury  on  the  state  of  the  finances.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  -  -  -  -  -    1        2 

Treasury,  in  compliance  with  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States."  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -    1        7 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  a  change  in  the 
system  of  marine  hospitals.  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  -  -  *         -  -  -  -     1        8 

Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  the  "  Act  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  treaties  with  the  Chickasaws,"  showing  the  mo- 
neys received  on  account  of  their  lands,  &c.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -    1        9 

Treasury,  transmitting  documents  in  relation  to  the  decision 
of  the  United  States  circuit  court  for  the  first  circuit, 
as  to  the  papers  generally  used  by  vessels  engaged  in 
the  whale  fisheries.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -2      12 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  13th  and  14th 
sections  of  the  act  of  1836,  to  regulate  the  deposites 
of  the  public  moneys.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  < 

the  -  -  -  -  -  -  -    2      14 

Treasury,  communicating  the  annual  report  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  coast  survey,  and  of  the  fabrication 
of  standard  weights  and  measures.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the      -  -  -  -  -    2      15 

Treasury,  communicating  a  report  from  the  Commissioner 
o?  the  General  Laud  Office,  showing  the  operations 
oi  that  office  since  the  17th  of  December,  1838, 
(with  maps.)    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -    2      21 

Treasury,  transmitting  statements  showing  the  condition  of 
the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  on  tbo  1st  of 
January,  1840.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the     :    2      39 
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Treasury,  respecting  the  prices  of  certain  stocks  in  the  Lon- 
don and  home  markets.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the-  -  -  .  -  -  -    3      62 

'  Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  amount  paid  from 
the  Treasury  in  1835  to  1839,  in  payment  of  private 
claims,  under  special  acts  of  Congress.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -    3      70 

Treasury,  communicating  a  list  of  all  the  banks  in  the  United 
States  which  did,  or  which  did  not,  stop  specie  pay- 
ments during  the  suspension  of  1839,. and  of  those 
which  have  resumed  specie  payments.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  -  -         #-  -    3      72 

Treasury,  showing  the  condition  of  the  two  per  cent  fund 
reserved  for  making  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  the 
State  of  Mississippi.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the    3      76 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  exaction  of  duties  from,  and  the 
description  of  papers  furnished  to,  vessels  employed 
in  the  whale  fishery.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the    3      83 

Treasury,  transmitting  statements  of  the  names  and  sala- 
ries of  clerks  employed  in  the  several  offices  of  that 
department  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  -  -  -  -    3      88 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  marine  hos- 
pital at  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  river.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -  -    3    102 

Treasury,  transmitting  statements  of  the  contracts  made  in 
the  Treasury  Department  during  the  year  1839,  and 
the  expenditures  from  the  marine,  hospital  fund 
during  the  year  1838.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  -  -  -  -  -  -  -    4    142 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  donation  claims  or  settlement 
rights  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  under  the  acts  of 
the  25th  of  April,  1812,  and  the  3d  of  March,  1819. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the         -  -  -    4    149 

Treasury,  in  compliance  in  part  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  30th  of  December,  1839,  in  relation 
to  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  -  -  -  -    4    155 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  payments  made  on 
account  of  miscellaneous  claims  during  the  year 
1839.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the         -  -    4    167 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  Government  drafts 
by  the  deposite  banks  since  the  general  resumption 
of  specie  payments  in  1838.  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  -  -  -  -  -  -    5    235 

Treasury,  showing  the  amount  of  receipts  and  payments  on 
account  of  the  five  per  cent,  fund  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama.   Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the        -  -    5    259 

Treasury,  transmitting  statements  of  the  amounts  of  duties 
received,  and  drawbacks  paid  on  the  same}  since 
1833.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the        -  .    5   275 
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Treasury,  with  statements,  showing  the  imports  and  exports 
of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion,  and  the  annual 
coinage  at  the  mints  to  the  year  1839.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -  -    6    290        1 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  quantity  and  the  sales  of  public 
lands  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Missouri.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the   -  -    6    298        1 

Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  payments  and  deposites  of 

Treasury  notes.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  6  315  1 
Treasury,  showing  the  annual  amounts  of  drawback  paid 
on  the  exportation  of  domestic  refined  sugar  since 
the  application  of  the  drawback  system  to  that  ex- 
portation. Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  6  399  1 
Treasury,  transmitting  statements  showing  the  expenditures 
of  the  Government  from  1S24  to  1839,  inclusive. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the                    -            -7    450        1 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  special  deposites  of  the  Govern* 
ment  and  the  issues  of  Treasury  notes.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -  -    7    476        1 

Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Owen  on  the 
geology  and  mineralogy  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the        -  -  -    7    539        1 

Treasory,  showing  the  amount  of  revenue  received  be- 
tween the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  and  the  1st  day 
of  June,  1840.    Report  of  tho  Secretary  of  the       -    8    562        1 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  containing  statements  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  between  the  United  States  and  for- 
eign countries  for  the  year  ending  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1839.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  tho  -  -    8    577        1 

Trewury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  appropriations  to 
be  expended  in  the  District  of  Columbia  since  the 
location  of  the  seat  of  Government  therein.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -    8    600        1 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  report  of  Mr.  Hassler,  superintend- 
ent of  the  work  on  standard  weights  and  measures, 
in  relation  to  the  completion  of  the  standard  yard 
measures  prepared  for  the  several  States  under  a 
resolution  of  Congress  of  1836.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  -  -  -  -  -    8    608        I 

Tiewnry,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  statements  showing  the  daily  employ. 
ment  of  the  several  officers  of  the  customs.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -    8    612        1 

Treasury,  transmitting  statements  showing  the  aggregate 

amount  of  value  of  all  imports,  deducting  reship-    » 

ments,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  duties  collected 

in  each  State  of  the  Union  since  1821.    Report  from 

the  Secretary  of  the  -  -  -  -    8    621        1 

Treaty  of  commerce,  <fcc.  with  the  King  of  Sardinia         -1        1      25 

Treaty  of  commerce!  <fcc.  with  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the 

Netherlands 1        1     3T 
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Tripleit  may  be  confirmed  in  his  tide  to  a  certain  tract  of 
land.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  that 
William 6    362 

Tucker.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
on  the  petition  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  assignee  of 
George       -  -  -  -  -  -    8    574 

*J. 

Union.    Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 

the  state  of  the  -  -  -  -II 

V. 

Vail.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  me- 
morial of  Aaron      -  -  -  -  -    6    307 

Van  Buren  and  Andrew  Jackson.  Resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Tennessee,  approving  the  leading  meas- 
ures of  the  administrations  of  Martin  -  -    3      68 

Vandorin,  Pease,  <fc  Co.,  asking  a  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands,  for  a  railroad  from  the  mineral  region 
in  Missouri  to  the  Mississippi  river.    Petition  of     -    4    131 

Vanosten.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the 

petition  of  the  heirs  of  James  -  -  -    7    464 

Vattemare,  in  relation  to  an  international  exchange  of  liter- 
ary publications.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Library  on  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Alexandre  -    7    521 

Vattemare,  asking  the  immediate  action  of  the  Senate  on  the 
bill  (S.  365)  in  addition  to  the  acts  now  in  force  for 
the  encouragement  of  learning,  &c,  and  on  the  joint 
resolution  (S. 17)  authorizing  the  exchange  of  dupli- 
cate works  in  the  library  of  Congress.  Letter  from 
Alexandre  -  -  -  -  -  -     7    569 

Vermont,  in  iavor  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  States. 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of     ...    4    133 

Vessels  engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries.  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  docu- 
ments concerning  the  kind  of  papers  deemed  neces- 
sary for  the  use  and  protection  of  American  -    2      12 

Vessels  of  France  from  the  islands  of  Guadaloupe  and 
Martinique  may  have  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  1828. 
Message  from  th<;  President  of  the  United  States,  rec- 
ommending that      -  -  -  -  -     2      37 

Vessels  in  commission,  their  commanders,  and  stations. 

List  of-  -  -  -  -  -11 

Vessels  in  ordinary.    List  of  -  -  -  -     1         1 

Vessels  on  the  stocks.    List  of        -  -  -  -     1         1 

-Vessels,  not  exceeding  eighteen  guns  each.    Statement  of 

the  progress  made  in  constructing  six  small  -    1         1 

Vessels.    Statement  of  measures  taken  under  the  act  for 

the  construction  of  certain  -  -  -  -    1       1 
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Tends  employed  in  Ihe  whale  fishery.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  duties  exacted 
from,  and  papers  furnished  to,        -  -  -    3      83        I 

Teasels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam  does  not  re- 
quire amendment ;  together  with  sundry  petitions 
and  memorials  on  the  same  subject.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  resolution  instruct- 
ing them  to  inquire  whether  the  law  regulating       -    5    241         1 ' 

Teasels  forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  friendly  ports,  and 
the  seizure  of  the  brig  Enterprise  under  those  cir- 
cumstances. Motion  by  Mr.  Calhoun  in  relation  to 
the  national  rights  of  -  -  -    5    248        V 

Teasels  engaged  in  the  fisheries.  Resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Maine  adverse  to  a  change  in  the  law  giv- 
ing a  bounty  to       -  -  -  -    6    369        1; 

Teaels  forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  friendly  ports,  and 
the  seizure  of  the  brig  Enterprise  under  those  cir- 
cumstances. Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  on  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  national 
rights  of 6    378        1 

Teaels  entered  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1839. 

Statement  of  the  tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  -    8    577    262. 

Teasels  cleared  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1839. 

Statement  of  the  tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  -    8    577    26& 

Teasels  entered  and  cleared  in  1839.  Statement  of  the  ton- 
nage of  foreign        -  -  -  -    8    577    27© 

Tessels  which  entered  each  district  of  the  United  States  in 
1639.  Statement  of  the  tonnage  of  American  and 
foreign -    8    577    27& 

Teasels  which  cleared  from  each  district  in  1S39.  State- 
ment of  the  tonnage  of  American  and  foreign        -    8    577    282- 

Tessels  built  in  1839.    Statement  of  the  number  and  class 

of 8    677    304, 

Virginia,  in  favor  of  an  additional  appropriation  of  land  to 
satisfy  outstanding  military  bounty  land  warrants. 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of    -  -  -2      30    '    I 

TlieL    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  bill  (H. 

R.  33)  for  the  relief  of  Garret         -  -  -    6    373        L 

ToJaoteers  of  Missouri  for  services  in  1829  and  1836.  Docu- 
ments relating  to  the  claims  of  certain        -  -    3     106        L 

Tolunteers  of  Missouri,  praying  a  settlement  of  their  ac- 
counts for  services  rendered  in  Florida-    Petition  of 
a  number  of  the     -  -  -  -  -    6    405    t     1J 

Tolunteers  of  Alabama.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
on  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Jackson  county,  Ala- 
bama! praying  the  payment  of  claims  of  certain      -    8    603        11 

W. 

Wade.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 

„,  O.  r  ion  of  V^og,™       .  .  -.6    435        I 
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^Wallace.   Report  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 

oq  the  claim  of  Joseph        -  -  -  .5    226 

fVallis  and  others.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary on  the  bill  (H.  R.  81)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph    7    526 

Wallis  and  others,  for  rations,  <fcc.  furnished  the  Missouri 
volunteers.  Documents  relating  to  the  claim  of 
George        -  -  -  -  -  -    8    579 

talker,  widow  of  Samuel  Walker.  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  on  the  petition  of  Hepzebah       •    7    481 

War  Department  in  1839.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  operations  of  the  -  -    1        1 

/War  Department,  and  of  the  offices  and  bureaus  attached 
thereto,  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1839. 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  -    2      22 

War  Department  during  the  year  1839,  with  the  balances 
remaining  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  statements 
of  appropriations  and  expenditures  for  the  service 
of  the  -  -  -  -  -    3      99 

War  Department  during  the  year  1839.  Statement  of  the 
names  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
several  bureaus  of  the  -  -    4     166 

War  Department  during  the  year  1839.  Statement  of  con- 
tracts made  by  the  -  -  -  -  -    4     168 

War  Department.  Documents  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
in  relation  to  that  portion  of  the  defences  of  the 
country  intrusted  to  the  charge  and  direction  of  the    7    451 

War  Department.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Government 
drafts  for  bank-notes  by  agents  of  the  -  -    7    528 

War  Department.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  the  payment  of  Government  creditors  in 
depreciated  currency  by  agents  of  the         -  -    7     529 

jWar,.  accompanying  the  President's  message.    Report  from 

the  Secretary  of  -  -  -  -11 

[For  accompanying  Documents,  see  President's  Annual 
Message  in  the  subjoined  Table  of  Documents.] 

*War,  transmitting  statements  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  War  Department,  and  of  the  offices  and  bureaus 
attached  thereto,  during  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1839.     Report  from  the  Secretary  of     -  -    2      22 

^War,  recommending  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  and 
subsistence  of  a  number  of  Stockbridge  andMunsee 
Indians.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of  -    2      42 

JfVar,  transmitting  a  statement  showing  the  contingent  ex. 
penses  of  the  military  establishment  during  the  year 
1839.    Report  from  the  Secretary  of  -  -    2      48 
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War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  De- 
cember 27, 1839,  on  the  subject  of  permitting  officers 
of  the  army  to  retire  on  half-pay.  Report  from  the 
{Secretary  of  -  -  -  »  -    2      49        1 

War,  communicating  the  reports  of  the  Chief  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Engineers,  and  of  the  Chief  Engineer, 
with  a  detailed  statement  of  the  history  and  progress 
of  the  works  under  their  charge.  Report  from  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -    2      58         I 

War,  m  relation  to  the  information  required  by  the  Senate, 
per  resolution  of  December  30,  1839,  respecting  the 
amounts  drawn  from  the  Treasury  in  each  of  the 
last  five  years,  in  consequence  of  special  legislation 
upon  private  claims.     Report  from  the  Secretary  of    3      70        1 
War,  transmitting  estimates  of  appropriations  necessary  for 
the  service  of  the  Indian  Department  for  1840.    Re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of   -  -  -  -    3      73        1 
War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Janu- 
ary 10,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  abandonment  of  Rock 
Island,  in  Illinois,  as  a  military  post.    Report  from 
the  Secretary  of      -            -            -            -  -    3      89        1 
War,  transmitting  statements  of  the  appropriations  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  service  of  the  War  Department 
during  the  year  1839,  with  the  balances  remaining 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year.    Report  from 
the  Secretory  of      -            -            -            -  -    3      99         1 
War.  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  estimates  showing  the  cost  of  the  extension 
and  completion  of  the  Cumberland  road  to  Jefferson 
City,  in  the  State  of  Missouri.     Report  from  the 
Secretary  of             -             -            -            -            -    3     122        I 
War.  transmitting  a  statement  showing  the  names  and  com- 
pensation of  the  persons  employed  in  the  Indian 
Department  during  the  year  1839.     Report  from  the 
Secretary  of            -            -            -             -  -     4     126        1 
War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  30th 
December,  1S39,  showing  the  massacres  committed, 
aod  the  property  destroyed,  by  the  hostile  Indians  in 
Florida.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of           -  -    4    130        1 
War,  transmitting  copies  of  reports  of  the  Topographical 
Bureau,  with  maps,  in  relation  to  internal  improve- 
ments in  the  Territory  of  Wiskonsin,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  15th  January,  1840. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of             -            -  -    4     140        1 
War,  transmitting  abstracts  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1839.    Report  of  the 
Secretary  of            -            -            -            -  -    4     148        1 
War,  transmitting,  iu  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  14th  January,  1840,  the  report  of  the 
commissioner  to  investigate  the  claims  against  the 
Miami  Indians  for  the  year  1839.    Report  of  the 
Secretary  of           -           .          .           .  -    4    164        \, 
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y?&Tj  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  5th 
February,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  relative  cost  and 
superiority  of  brass  and  iron  cannon.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  -    4    165 

[War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and  salaries  of 
clerks  employed  in  the  several  bureaus  of  the  War 
Department,  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  -    4    166 

[War,  transmitting  statements  of  contracts  made  by  the  War 
Department  during  the  year  1839.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  -    4    168 

War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  at  tho 
national  armories,  and  the  arms  manufactured,  for 
the  year  1839.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -    4     175 

War,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, in  relation  to  the  employment  of  bloodhounds 
against  the  hostile  Indians  in  Florida.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of      -  -  -  -  -    4     187 

War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  re- 
lation to  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  military  posts 
from  the  Missouri  to  the  Oregon  or  Columbia  river. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -    5    231 

War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  5th 
March,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  debts 
and  the  removal  of  the  Winnebago  Indians.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  ....    6    297 

War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  23th 
February,  1840,  with  copies  of  reports,  plans,  and 
estimates,  (or  the  improvement  of  the  Necnah.  Wis- 
konsin,  and  Rock  rivers ;  the  improvement  of  the 
haven  of  Rock  river;  and  the  construction  of  a  pier 
at  the  northern  extremity  of  Winnebago  lake.  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -    6    318 

War,  recommending  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  : 
certain  Cherokee  Indians.    Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  -  -  -  -  -  .  .6    320 

War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  ot  the  Senate  of  12th 
March,  1840,  exhibiting  the  present  slate  of  the  dif- 
ficulties which  have  existed,  and  the  arrangements 
made,  or  attempted  to  be  made,  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Cherokee  people.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of     -  -  -  -  -  .6    347 

War,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  24th  March,  1840,  relative  to  the  plan 
proposed  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier ; 
also,  what  tribes  of  Indians  inhabit  the  country  im- 
mediately west  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri.  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  -  -  -  .6    379 

War,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  George  C.  Johnston,  for  the 
payment  of  certain  debts  due  him  by  the  Shawnee 
Indians.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  .  -6    413 


INDEX.  lux* 

^  Vol.    No.    Pag* 

War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  20th 
March,  1840,  relative  to  the  application  of  a  mineral 
solution  to  the  preservation  of  timber,  called  "  Ky- 
anizing."    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -    6    428        1 

War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  construction  of  piers  at  the  towns  of  Ra- 
cine and  Sonthport,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake 
Michigan.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -    6    444        1 

War,  id  relation  to  the  survey  of  a  site  for  a  fortification  on 
the  coast  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  -  -  -  -  -    7    490        1 

Wit.  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  3d  June,  1840,  a  copy  of  Captain  Saun- 
ders's report  on  the  improvement  of  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio  river.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of       -  -7    530        1 

War,  transmitting  a  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  the  militia  % 

of  the  Unitea  States,  with  his  explanatory  letter  of 
9th  April,  1840,  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, submitted  January  17,  1817;  January  9, 
1818;  and  January  22,  1819.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  •  -  -  -  -  -7  531  1 
War,  transmitting*,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  29th  May,  1840,  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence in  relation  to  the  proceedings  which  have 
taken  place  for  the  recovery  of  the  Pea  Patch  is- 
land.    Report  of  the  Secretary  of  -            -            -    7    533        1' 

War.  on  the  reorganization  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  of  20th  March,  1840,  and  his  explanatory  let- 
ter  of  8th  April,  1840 ;  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  2lst  January,  1790;  two  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  accompanying  bills,  of  January  17, 
1817,  and  January  9, 1818 ;  the  act  of  May  8, 1792, 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence, 
&c. ;  and  the  act  of  March  2,  1803,  in  addition  to 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  national  defence,"  &c.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of     -  -  -  .  -    8    560 

Ware    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

memorial  of  James  -  -  -  -    6    416 

Warner.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  -  -  -    3      97 

Washington  city,  praying  the  improvement  and  repair  of 
certain  streets,  and  the  establishment  of  an  hospital 
and  lunatic  asylum,  in  said  city.  Memorial  of  the 
corporate  authorities  of  -  -  -    3      98 

Washington  city,  praying  the  renewal  and  modification 

of  the  charter  of  said  city.    Memorial  of  citizens  of    5    236 

Washington  city  against  surrendering  to  the  State  of  Mary- 
land the  stock  of  said  corporation  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal.    Remonstrance  oftbe  corporation  of    5    277 
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Washington  city,  praying  a  recharter  of  the  banks  in  said 

city.    Petition  of  citizens  of  -  -  -6    364 

Washington  city,  with  carburetted  hydrogen  gas.  Docu- 
ments relating  to  lighting  the  Capitol  and  President's 
squares,  and  Pennsylvania  avenue,  in   ,  -    6    434 

Washington  city,  praying  a  renewal  and  modification  of 

the  charter  of  said  city.    Memorial  of  citizens  of     -    7    61,8 

Washington  city  against  the  passage  of  the  Dill  (S.  376)  to 

*"~~  amend  and  continue  in  force  the  act  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city.  Remonstrance  of  a 
committee  of  the  corporate  authorities  of    -  -    8    609 

Washington  city  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (S.  378) 
"to  amend  and  continue  in  force  the  acts  to  incor- 
porate the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washington." 
Remonstrance  of  citizens  of  -  -  -    8    613 

Webster,  relative  to  a  reduction  of  the  postage  on  letters, 

*   and  the  use  of  stamps.    Resolution  submitted  by  Mr.    7    547 

Weed,  widow  of  the  late  Captain  Weed.  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  memorial  of 
Julia  L.      -  -  -  -  -  -    3      65 

Weights  and  measures.  Report  of  F.  R.  Hassler,  as  super- 
intendent, &c,  upon  the  construction  of  standards  of    2    *  15 

Weights  aud  measures,  showing  the  progress  made  therein, 
and  the  completion  of  the  standard  yard  measures 
prepared  for  the  respective  States,  under  the  resolu- 
tion of  1836.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, with  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
work  on  standard    -  -  -  -  -    8    608 

Western  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  at  St.  Louis,  praying 
aid  in  the  purchase  of  a  library,  &c.  Memorial  of 
the 3      71 

Western  Steamship  Company  of  Bristol,  et  al.   Report  of  the 

Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  memorial  of  the    -    3     123 

Western  frontier,  &c.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

relative  to  the  plan  proposed  for  the  defence  of  the  -    6    379 

West  Point.    Report  of  the  Board  of  Visiters  to  the  United 

States  Military  Academy  at  -  -  -     1        1 

Whale  fisheries.  Message  from  the  President,  with  accom- 
panying documents,  concerning  the  kind  of  papers 
deemed  necessary  to  be  provided  by  law  for  the  use 
and  protection  of  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  -    2      12 

Whale  fishery.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  relation  to  duties  exacted  from,  and  papers  fur- 
nished to,  vessels  employed  in  the   -  -  -    3      83 

Whitehead  and  associates.    Report  of  the  Committee  on 

Naval  Affairs  on  the  memorial  of  John       -  -    3     109 

White  rivers.    (See  Rivers.) 

White,  in  relation  to  the  special  deposites  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  issues  of  Treasury  notes.  Motion 
submitted  by  Mr.    -  -  -  -  -    6    418 

Whitman.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  memo- 
rial of  George  -  -  -  -    3    114 
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Whittett.   Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Robert        -  -  -  -    8    587        1 

Widows  of  persons  lost  in  the  privateer  service,  and  of  John 

Nants,  for  himself  and  others,  privateer  pensioners, 

praying  the  continuance  of  their  pensions.   Report  of 

the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  petitions  of  -    5    239        1' 

Widrig.   Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  on  the 

claim  of  Conrad      -  -  -  -  •    7    523        £ 

Wiley.   Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Matthew    -  -  -  -    7    550         1 

Wilkes,  jr.,  and  William  L.  Hudson,  of  the  United  States 
navy.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  con- 
cerning the  rank  and  commissions  of  Charles  -  6  324  I 
Wilkinson,  deceased.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
on  the  bill  (H  R.  33)  for  the  relief  of  the  representa- 
tives of  John  -  -  -  -  -  6  410  L 
Williamson.     Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 

petition  ol  Abraham  -  -  -  -    5    200        1 

Williams,  son  and  heir  of  Captain  William  Williams.  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  on 
the  petition  of  William  W.  -  -  -    6    287         I 

Williams,     Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Zachariah  and  Robert  W.   -  -  -    6    288         I 
Williams.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on 

the  petition  of  James  -  -  -  -6317         L 

Williams.    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  claim 

of  Archibald 6    395        1 

Wilson.     Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the 

petition  of  Henry  %-  -  -  -  -    6    386        1 

Wilson.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  on  the  bill 

for  the  relief  of  David         -  -  -  -     8    586         1 

Winnebago  Indians.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  the  nayment  of  the  debts,  and  the  removal 

of  the 6    297        I 

Winnebago  Lake.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
a  report,  plan,  and  estimate  in  reference  to  tlflb  con- 
struction of  a  pier  at  the  northern  extremity  of  t  -  6  318  25 
Winthrop  and  others,  directors  of  the  New  England  Land 
Company.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
on  the  petition  of  Thomas  L.         -  .     -    7    470         L 

Wiskonsin.    Report  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  certain 

roads  in      -  -  -  -  -    2      58      24 

Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  confirmation  of  the  claim  of 
Francis  La  venture  and  others  to  land  in  said  Terri- 
tory. Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  -  3  82  t 
Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  penitentiary  in  said  Territorv.  Memorial 
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Wiskonsin,  praying  appropriations  for  the  construction  of 
harbors  at  Mil  waukie,  Racine,  Southport,  Manitowoc, 
and  Sheboygan,  on  Lake  Michigan.  Memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  -    3    112        1 
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Wiskonsin.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
copies  of  reports  of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  with 
maps,  in  relation  to  internal  improvements  in  the 
Territory  of  -  •  -  -  -    4    140 

Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  the  confirmation  of  the  claims 
of  Francis  Laventure  and  others  to  certain  lands  in 
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establishment  of  manual-labor  schools  in  that  Ter- 
ritory.   Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of    -    6    291 

Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  the  improvement  of  the  nav^ 
igation  of  the  Neenah,  Wiskonsin,  Rock,  Pekatonica, 
Four  Lakes,  and  Platte  rivers.    Memorial  of  the  * 
Legislative  Assembly  of  -  -  -    6    292 

Wiskonsin  river.    (See  Rivers.) 
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the  relief  of  William  -  -  -  -    8    569 


INDEX.  Ixxxix 


TABLE  OF  DOCUMENTS 

PRINTCO 

ORDER  OF  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

FIRST  SESSION,  TWENTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS— 1839-'40. 
CONTAINED  IN    EIGHT   VOLUMES. 


JAL  MESSAGE    FROM   THE   PRESIDENT  OF  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Vol.    No.    Page. 

commencement  of  the  session,  on  the  state  of  the 

Union,  Sec.  -  -  -  -  -    1        1        L 

Reports  and  documents  accompanying^  to  wit : 

lia.  Treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  his 
Majesty  the  King  of 

fends.    Treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  the 

Annual  report  from  the  Secretary  of        - 

Documents  accompanying,  to  wit : 

Senerai  commanding  the  army.    Report  of  the 

ice  Department.    Report  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 

master  General.    Report  of  the      - 

iter  General.    Report  of  the  ... 

a  General.    Report  of  the  - 

lilitary  Engineer.     Report  of  th$    ... 

asary  General  of  Subsistence.    Report  of  the 

aaary  General  of  Purchases.    Report  of  the 

laaioner  of  Pensions.    Report  of  the 

sriooer  of  Indian  Affairs.    Report  of  the 

Land  Office.    Report  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 

Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -    1         1     631 

Documents  accompanying,  to  wit: 

wnmissioners,  with  estimates  for  1840.    Letter  from 

he              - 1  i  541 

e  for  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  1840  1  1  542 
i  for  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  for 

840 -  1  1  642r 

i  of  expenses  of  the  southwest  executive  building 

or  1840 1  1  643 

si  for  the  navy  for  1840.    General             -           -  1  1  643* 

»£>r  Iho  navy  for  1840.    Special             -           -  1  1  645 


1 

1 

25. 

1 

1 

3T 

1 

1 

4t 

1 

1 

55. 

1 

1 

85* 

1 

1 

life 

1 

1 

134 

I 

1 

144 

1 

1 

157 

1 

1 

248. 

1 

1 

269 

1 

I 

319 

1 

1 

32T 

1 

1 

529 

*c 


INP£X. 


Estimates  for  vessels  in  commission.    Detailed 

Estimates  for  receiving-vessels       - 

Estimates  for  recruiting  stations     - 

Estimates  for  navy  yards  and  stations         - 

^Estimates  for  pay  of  officers  waiting  orders  and  on  furlough 

Estimates  for  provisions     -  -  - 

Estimates  for  improvements  and  repairs  of  navy  yards 

Estimates.    Explanation  of  special  ... 

Estimates  for  marine  corps  for  1840  ... 

Vessels  in  commission,  their  commanders,  and  stations. 

List  of  -  -  -  -  • 

Vessels  in  ordinary  ..... 

Vessels  on  the  stocks  at  the  several  navy  yards 
Navy.    Measures  adopted  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the    - 
Navy.    Measures  adopted  for  the  gradual  improvement  of 

the  .-..-• 

Vessels.  .  Progress  made  under  the  appropriation  for  the 

construction  of  the  six  small 
Vessels.    Measures  taken  under  the  appropriation  for  the 

construction  of  certain  steam 
Navy  pensioners  for  1839.     Alphabetical  list  of     - 
Navy  widow  pensioners  for  1839.    Alphabetical  list  of 
Navy  pensions  granted  to  minor  children.    Alphabetical 

list  of  -  -  -  - 

Navy  pension  fund  for  1839.     Receipts  and  expenditures 

on  account  of 
Navy  pension  fund.    Stocks  owned  by      - 
Navy  pension  laws.    Abstract  of  the 
Harrison,  only  child  of  John  Garde.    Claim  of  Maria 
Deaths  in  the  navy  since  December  1,  1838.     List  of 
Dismissions  from  the  riavy  since  December  1 , 1 838.     List  of 
Resignations  in  the  navy  since  December  1,  1838.    List  of 
Suppression  of  the  slave-trade  under  the  act  of  March  3, 

1819 
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Transmitting  a  letter  and  documents  from  the  Governor  of 
Iowa,  concerning  the  disputed  boundary  of  Iowa  and 
Missouri     -  -  -  -  -  -14 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  accompanying  documents,  concerning  the  de- 
scription of  papers  deemed  necessary  to  be  provided 
by  law  for  the  use  and  protection  of  American  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries  -  -    2      12 

In  relation  to  the  law  providing  for  taking  the  sixth  census 

of  the  United  States  -  -  -  -    2      13 
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mroicating  additional  information  in  relation  to  the 
disputed  boundary  line  between  the  State  of  Missouri 
and  Territory  of  Iowa         -  -  -  -    2      35        1 

mmending  the  extension  to  French  vessels  coming 
from  Guiana  and  Senegal,  of  the  benefits  granted  by 
the  act  of  1828  to  French  vessels  from  the  islands  of 
Guadaloupe  and  Martinique;  and,  also, the  repay- 
ment of  the  duties  levied  on  the  French  ship  Alex- 
andre; with  documents  and  copies  of  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  representative  of  France  relating 
thereto         -  -  -  -  -  -    2      37  •      1 

the  subject  of  surrendering  to  the  State  of  Maryland  the 
stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  with  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  Maryland  on  the  same  subject  -    2      44        1 

ismitting  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  documents  from  the  Military  and  Topographical 
Engineer  Bureaus,  referred  to  in  his  late  annual  re- 
port, a?  relating  to  the  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment carried  on  by  the  General  Government,  and 
showing  the  operations  of  the  Topographical  Bureau    2       58         L 

nsnutting  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  the 

case  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brant    -  -  -    3      59         1 

osmitting  a  statement,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  of  December,  1839,  show- 
ing the  amounts  paid  for  private  claims  under  special 
acts  of  Congress  during  the  last  five  years  -  -    3      70         1 

QSmitting.  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  30th  of  December,  1S39,  a  list  of  the  names  of 
all  the  banks  in  the  United  States  which  did,  or 
which  did  not,  stop  specie  payments  during  the  sus- 
pension of  1839,  and  those  which  have  recommenced 
specie  payments       -  -  -  -  :     3      72         1 

nsmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  relation  to 
the  sale  of  Government  drafts  for  bank-notes,  by  the 
officers  of  that  department  -  -  -  -     3       81         1 

plaining  the  causes  of  the  delay  in  the  publication  and 

distribution  of  the  Biennial  Register  -  •     3     100         i 

insmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  statement  showing  the  amounts  paid  for  pensions 
nnder  special  acts  of  Congress  during  the  last  five 
years  -  -  -  -  -    3     101         1 

nmunicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  January  17, 1840,  copies  of  correspondence 
in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary ;  the  juris- 
diction of  the  disputed  territory ;  and  the  establish- 
ment of  military  posts  in  the  State  of  Maine  -    3     107        1 

the  subject  of  discharging  liens  and  encumbrances  upon 
real  estate,  which  has  or  may  become  the  property 
of  the  United  States  -  -  -  -    3    117        1 
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Communicating  correspondence  between  Mr.  Forsyth,  Sec- 
retary of  State,  Mr.  Stevenscm,  minister  to  Great 
Britain,  and  Lord  Palmerston,  in  relation  to  the  seiz- 
ure  and  detention  of  the  brigs  Enterprise,  Encomium, 
and  Comet  -  -  -  .  .         .  3    119 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  March  2,  1839,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  relation  to  the  naval  defences  of  the  country    3    120 

Communicating  a  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  supple- 
mentary to  the  annual  report  of  that  officer  -    4    126 

Communicating  additional  correspondence  in  relation  to  the 
adjustment  of  the  northeastern  boundary,  and  the 
occupation  of  the  disputed  territory  -  -    4    129 

Communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  correspondence  with  the  Governors  of  Mis- 
souri and  Iowa,  in  relation  to  the  disputed  boundary- 
line  between  said  State  and  Territory  -  -    4    138 

Communicating  a  report  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint, 
showing  the  operations  of  that  institution  during 
the  year  1839 4    141 

Transmitting  a  supplementary  report  from  the  Director  of 
the  Mint,  showing  the  operations  of  the  branch  mint 
at  New  Orleans      -  -  -  -  -    4    169 

In  regard  to  the  necessity  of  an  early  provision,  bylaw,  for  the 
protection  of  the  Treasury  against  the  fluctuations 
and  contingencies  to  which  its  receipts  are  exposed    4    186 

On  the  subject  of  reducing  the  tonnage  duty  on  Spanish 

vessels  in  certain  cases        -  -  -  -    5    257 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Surgeon  General  of  the 
army,  in  relation  to  the  selection  of  sites  for  marine 
hospitals  on  the  western  waters       -  -  -    5    258 

Communicating,  in  two  messages,  additional  correspond- 
ence in  relation  to  the  adjustment  of  the  northeastern 
boundary,and  the  occupation  of  the  disputed  territory    5    266 

Communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
War  Department  and  Governor  Call,  concerning  the 
war  in  Florida  -  -  -  -5    278 

Communicating  additional  correspondence,  in  relation  to 
the  adjustment  of  the  northeastern  boundary,  and 
the  occupation  of  the  disputed  territory      -  -    6    319 

Communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  March  12, 1840,  information  in  relation  to 
the  military  preparations  of  the  British  authorities  on 
the  northern  frontier  of  the  United  States,  from 
Lake  Superior  to  the  Atlantic  ocean  -  -    6    346 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
reports  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  of 
the  Navy,  and  from  the  Postmaster  General,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  sale  of  Government  drafts  for  bank  notes, 
and  the  payment  of  the  Government  in  depreciated 
currency     -  -  -  -  ->  -    6    406 
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Trwsmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 

a  report  in  relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Gov- 
ernment drafts         -            -            -            -            -    6    427 
In  compliance,  in  part,  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in 
relation  to  the  bonds  issued  by  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida - 7    447 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the 
military  and  naval  defences  of  the  country  -  -    7    451 

In  part  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  29th 
December,  IS39,  in  relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange 
of  Government  drafts  for  bank  notes  -  -    7    457 

Ji/dation  to  the  disposition  of  certain  presents  received  from  • 

the  Iruaum  of  Muscat  -  -  -  -    7    488 

Initiation  to  the  proceedings  instituted  under  a  resolution 
of  Congress  to  try  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  island 
in  the  Delaware  river  -  -  •  -    7    501 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  30th  December,  1839,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  relation  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Gov- 
ernment drafts  for  bank  notes  -  -  -    7    528 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th 
December,  1839,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  Gov- 
ernment creditors  in  depreciated  currency   -  -    7    529 

In  relation  to  the  adjustment  of  the  northeastern  boundary, 
accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fox,  the  British 
Minister,  and  from  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  reply  thereto     -    8     580 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  military  and  naval  preparations  of  the  British 
authorities  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the  United 
States  -  -  -  -  -  -    8    592 

Exhibiting  the  transfers  of  naval  appropriations  under  the 

act  of  1834,  from  4th  April  to  25th  June,  1840        -    8    593 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
a  statement  showing  the  purchases  of  Indian  lands 
since  the  establishment  of  the  present  Federal  Gov- 
ernment      -  -  -  -  ...    8    616 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  20th  July,  1840,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Captain 
Perry,  in  relation  to  the  light-houses  of  England  and 
France  -  -  -  -  -    8    619 
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REPORTS   FROM   THE   SECRETARY  OF   STATE. 

Incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  State  Department 

for  1839      -  -  -  -  --15 

American  seamen  registered  in  ports  of  entry  of  the  United 

States  during  1839  -  -  -  -    1         6 

Oa  the  subject  of  the  law  providing  for  taking  the  sixth  cen- 
sus of  the  United  States       -  -  -  •    2      13 
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Showing  the  names  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  employed  in 

the  State  Department  during  1839  -  -  -    3      63 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  19th  De- 
cember, 1838,  showing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
privileges  and  restrictions  of  the  commercial  inter- 
course of  the  United  States  with  all  foreign  nations      3      80 

With  statements  of  the  number  and  designation  of  the  pas* 
sengers  who  have  arrived  in  each  collection  district 
of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1839   -  -    8    594 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  TREASURY. 

On  the  state  of  the  finances  (annual)  -  -  -12 

In  compliance  with  the  "  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insol- 
vent debtors  of  the  United  States"   ...  -    1        7 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  2d  March, 
1839,  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  a  change  in 
the  system  of  marine  hospitals         -  -  -    1        8 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  u  for  carrying  into  effect  the  trea- 
ties with  the  Chickasaws,"  showing  the  moneys  re- 
ceived on  account  of  their  lands.  <kc.  -  -19 

Transmitting  documents  in  relation  to  the  decision  of  the 
United  States  circuit  court  for  the  1st  circuit,  as  to 
the  papers  generally  used  by  vessels  engaged  in  the 
whale  fisheries         -  -  -  -  -    2      12 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  of 
February,  1839,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the 
13th  and  14th  sections  of  the  act  of  1836,  to  regu- 
late the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys        -  -    2       14 

Communicating  the  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  coast  survey,  and  of  the  fabrication  of  standard 
weights  and  measures  -  -  -  -    2      15 

Commnnicating  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  showing  the  operations  of  that  of- 
fice since  the  17th  of  December,  1838,  (with  maps)    2      21 

Transmitting  statements  showing  the  condition  of  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1840  -  -  -  -  -    2      39 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th 
December,  1839,  respecting  the  prices  of  certain 
stocks  in  the  London  and  home  markets      -  -    3      62 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  30th  of  December,  1839,  a  statement  of  the 
amount  paid  from  the  Treasury  in  1835  to  1839,  in 
payment  of  private  claims  under  special  acts  of  Con- 
gress -  -  -  -  -  -    3      70 

Communicating  a  list  of  all  the  banks  in  the  United  States 
which  did,  or  which  did  not,  stop  specie  payments 
during  the  suspension  of  1839,  and  of  those  which 
have  resumed  specie  payments        -  •  -    3      72 
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xnpliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  of 
January!  1840,  showing  the  condition  of  the  two  per 
cent,  fund,  reserved  for  making  a  road  or  roads  lead- 
ing to  the  Slate  of  Mississippi  -  -    3      76        1 

Mnphance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th 
January,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  exaction  of  duties 
from,  and  the  description  of  papers  furnished  to,  ves- 
sels employed  in  the  whale  fishery  -  -  -    3      83        1 

msmirting  statements  of  the  names  and  salaries  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  the  several  offices  of  that  depart- 
ment during  the  year  1839  -  -  -  -    3      88        1 

ompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  of  a  marine  hospital  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Arkansas  river  -  -  -    3    102        1 

osmitting  statements  of  the  contracts  made  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department  during  the  year  1839,  and  the  ex- 
penditures from  the  marine  hospital  fund  during  the 
year  1838    -  -  -  -  -  -    4    142        1 

ompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d  of 
January,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  donation  claims  or 
settlement  rights  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  under 
the  acts  of  25th  April,  1812,  and  3d  March,  1819    -    4    149        I 

Doopliance,  in  part,  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of 
the  30th  December,  1839,  in  relation  to  the  Louis- 
ville and  Portland  canal      -  -  -  -    4    155        1 

.Qsmitting  a  statement  of  payments  made  on  account  of 

miscellaneous  claims  during  the  year  1839  -  -    4     167        1 

»mpliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  30th  De- 
cember, 1839,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  Govern* 
ment  drafts  by  the  deposite  banks  since  the  general 
resumption  of  specie  payments  in  1838        -  -    5    235        1 

rompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  showing  the 
amount  of  receipts  and  payments  on  account  of  the 
five  per  cent,  fund  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands 
lying  within  the  State  of  Alabama  -  -  -    5    259         1 

compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  December, 

1839,  transmitting  statements  of  the   amounts  of 
duties  received,  and  drawbacks  paid  on  the  same, 

amce  1833  -  -  -  - "         -  -    6    275        1 

compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  with  state- 
ments showing  the  imports  and  exports  of  gold  and 
silver  coin  and  bullion,  and  the  annual  coinage  at 
the  mints,  to  the  year  1839  -  -  -  -    6    290        1 

compliance  with  u  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  quantity  and  the  sales  of  public  lands  in  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri  -    6    298        1 

compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  payments  and  deposites  of  Treasury  notes     -    6    315        1 

compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  16th  April, 

1840,  showing  the  annual  amounts  of  drawback 
pud  on  the  exportation  of  domestic  refined  sugar, 
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since  the  application  of  the  drawback  system  to  that 
exportation  -  -  -  -  -    6    399 

Transmitting  statements  showing  the  expenditures  of  the 

Government  from  1824  to  1839,  inclusive  ,-  -    7    460 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  special  deposites  of  the  Government  and  the 
issues  of  Treasury  notes      -  -  -  -    7    476 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1 5th  of 
April,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Owen, 
on  the  geology  and  miueralogy  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa  -  -  -  -  -    7    639 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  .of  the  17th 
of  June,  1840,  showing  the  amount  of 'revenue  re- 
ceived between  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  and  the 
first  day  of  June,  1840        -  -  -  -    8    662 

Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
containing  statements  of  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion between  the  United  States  and  foreign  coun- 
tries, for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1839       -    8    577 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Seuate, 
a  statement  of  the  appropriations  to  be  expended  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  since  the  location  of  the 
seat  of  Government  therein  -  -  -8    600 

Transmitting  a  report  of  Mr.  Hassler,  superintendent  of  the 
work  on  standard  weights  and  measures,  in  relation 
to  the  completion  of  the  standard  yard  measures 
prepared  for  the  several  States  under  a  resolution  of 
Congress  of  1836    -  -  -  -  -    8    608 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
statements  showing  the  daily  employment  of  the 
several  officers  of  the  customs  -  -  -    8    612 

Transmitting  statements  showing  the  aggregate  amount  of 
value  of  all  imports,  deducting  resliipments,  and  the 
aggregate  amount  of  duties  collected  in  each  State  of 
the  Union  since  1821  -  -  -  -    8    621 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Annual,  accompanying  the  President's  message      -  -11 

(For  accompanying  documents,  see  President's  annual 
message.) 

Transmitting  statements  showing  the  rejected  applications 

for  pensions  during  the  year  1839  -  -  -    1  ■     10 

Transmitting  statements  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
War  Department,  and  of  the  offices  and  bureaus  at- 
tached thereto,  during  the  year  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1839     •  -  -   •         -  -  -    2      22 

Recommending  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian  Affairs  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  and 
subsistence  of  a  number  of  Stockbridge  and  Munsee 
Indians       -  -  -  -  -  -    2      42 

Transmitting  a  statement  showing  the  contingent  expenses 

of  the  military  establishment  during  the  year  1839    2     48 
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In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th 
of  December,  1839,  on  the  subject  of  permitting  offi- 
cers  of  the  army  to  retire  on  half  pay  -  -    2      49        1 

Communicating  reports  of  the  Chief  of  the  Topographical 
Engineers,  and  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  with  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  history  and  progress  of  the 
works  under  their  charge    -  -  -  -    2      58        I 

la  relation  to  the  information  required  by  the  Senate,  per 
resolution  of  30th  December,  1839,  respecting  the 
amounts  drawn  from  the  Treasury  in  each  of  the 
last  five  years,  in  consequence  of  special  legislation 
upon  private  claims  -  -  -    3      70        V 

•Transmitting  estimates  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the 

service  of  the  Indian  Department  for  1840  -  -    3      73        1^ 

la  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  10th 
January,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  abandonment  of 
Rock  island,  in  Illinois,  as  a  military  post   -  -    3      89        £' 

Transmuting  statements  of  the  appropriations  and  expen- 
ditures for  the  service  of  the  War  Department  during 
the  year  1S39,  with  the  balances  remaining  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year      -  -  .    3      99        1 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
estimates  showing  the  cost  of  the  extension  and 
completion  of  the  Cumberland  road  to  Jefferson  city, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri       -  -  -  -    3    122        U 

Transmitting  a  statement  showing  the  names  and  compen- 
sation ol  the  persons  employed  in  the  Indian  De- 
partment during  the  year  1839  ,  -  -  -  4  126  I 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  of 
December,  1839,  showing  the  massacres  committed, 
and  the  property  destroyed,  by  the  hostile  Indians 

in  Florida 4    130        I 

Tnftsmitting  copies  of  reports  of  the  Topographical  Bu- 
reau, with  maps,  in  relation  to  internal  improve-  ' 
merits  in  the  Territory  of  Wiskonsin,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th  of  January, 

1840 4    140        L 

Transmitting  abstracts  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  the 

United  States  for  the  yefcr  1839       -  -  -    4    148        t 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  14th  January,  1840,  the  report  of  the 
commissioner  to  investigate  the  claims  against  the 
Miami  Indians  for  the  year  1839     -  -  -    4     164 

Incompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th 
February,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  relative  cost  and 
superiority  of  brass  and  iron  cannon  -  -    4     165 

Transmitting  a  statement  of  the  names  and  salaries  of  clerks 
employed  in  the  several  bureaus  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment during  the  year  1839  -  -  -    4    166 
1|  Tunsmitting  statements  of  contracts  made  by  the  War  De- 
portment during  the  year  1839        -           -  -    4    168 
H                   7 
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Transmitting  a  statement  o<  the  expenditures  at  the  national 
armories,  and  the  arms  manufactured,  for  the  yeal 
1839 -    4    175 

"To  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  AJfairs,  m 
relation  to  the  employment  of  bloodhounds  against 
the  hostile  Indians  in  Florida     .     -  -  -4    187 

3p  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  of  a  line  of  military-posts  from  the 
Missouri  to  the  Oregon  or  Columbia  river  -  -5    231 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th 
March,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  debts 
and  the  removal  of  the  Winnebago  Indians  -    6    297 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th 
February,  1840,  with  copies  of  reports,  plans,  and 
estimates,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Neenah,  Wis* 
konsin,  and  Rock  rivers ;  the  improvement  of  the 
haven  of  Rock  river ;  and  the  construction  of  a  pier  . 
at  the  northern  extremity  of  Winnebago  lake         -    6>   318 

.Recommending  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  certain 

Cherokee  Indians    -  -  -  -  -    6    320 

Id  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th 
March,  1840,  exhibiting  the  present  state  of  the  dif- 
ficulties which  have  existed,  and  the  arrangements 
made,  or  attempted  to  be  made,  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Cherokee  people        -  -  -    6    347 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  21th  March,  1840,  relative  to  the  plan  pro- 
t  posed  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier ;  also, 

what  tribes  of  Indians  inhabit  the  country  immedi- 
ately west  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri  -  -6  ,379 

Jn  relation  to  the  claim  of  George  C.  Johnston  for  the  pay- 
ment  of  certain  debts  due  him  by  the  Shawnee  In- 
dians -  -  -  -  -    6    413 

Ja  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th 
March,  1840,  relative  to  the  application  of  a  mineral 
solution  to  the  preservation  of  limber,  called  "Kyan- 
izing"         -  -  -  -  -  .6    428 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  construction  of  piers  at  the  towns  of  Racine  and 
Southport,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan  •    6    444 

In  relation  to  the  survey  of  a  site  for  a  fortification  on  the 

coast  oi  the  State  of  Mississippi      -  -  -7    490 

^Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  3d  June,  1840,  a  copy  of  Captain  Saun- 
ders's report  on  the  improvement  of  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio  river  -  -  -  -  -  -    7    630 

^Transmitting  n  plan  for  the  reorganization  ot  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,  with  his  explanatory  letter  of  the 
9th  April,  1840;  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
Committeo  on  the  Militia  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, submitted.  January  17, 1817,  January  9, 1818, 
and  January  22, 1819        -  -  -  -    7    531 
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Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ale  of  the  29th  Hay,  1840,  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence ra  relation  to  the  proceedings  which  have  taken 
place  lor  the  recovery  of  the  Pea  Patch  island        -    7    633.        1 
On  the  re  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  20th  March.  1840,  and  his  explanatory  letter 
of  the  8th  April,  1840 ;  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  21st  January,  1790 ;  two  reports  of  the  J 

Committee  on  the  Militia  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  accompanying  bills,  of  January  17, 
1817,  and  January  9, 1818  ;  the  act  of  May  8, 1792, 
"more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence/' &c  ;  and  the  act  of  March  2,  1803,  "  in  ad- 
dition to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  more  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  national  defence,' "  <fcc.        -  -8    660        1 

REPORT8  FROM   TI1E   SECRETARY  OF   THE   NAVY. 

Annual  report,  accompanying  the  President's  message       -    1         1     531 
(For  accompanying  documents,  see  President's  an* 
nnal  message.) 

Transmuting  statements  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
naval  establishment,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th 
September,  1839  -  -  -  -    2      23        1 

Shoving  the  names  and  salaries  of  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  of  the 
Navy  Commissioners,  during  the  year  1839  -    3     103         1 

Transmitting  statements  of  appropriations  and  expenditures 
Gar  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1839,  with  the 
balances  remaining  in  the  Treasury  -    3    121        1 

la  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation 
to  the  rank  and  commissions  of  Charles  Wilkes,  jr.,. 
and  William  L.  Hudson,  of  the  United  States  navy  *    6    324        1 

In  relation  to  the  sale  Of  Government  drafts  for  bank  notes, 
and  the  payment  of  Government  creditors  in  depre- 
ciated currency,  by  the  agents  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment ...  -  .    6    406        1 

Transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contracts  entered  into  by 

the  Navy  Commissioners  during  the  year  1839       -    6    489        1    ' 

Id  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th 
March,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  adoption  of  the  im- 
proved boarding- pistols  and  rifles  invented  by  Samuel 
Colt  -  -  -  -  -  -    7     503         1 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate, the  report  of  the  board  of  officers  appointed  to 
witness  an  exhibition  of  Mighill  Nutting's  patent 
cylinder  fire-arms    -  -  -  -  -    7     559*        1 

RBF0RT8   FROM    THE    POSTMASTER   GENERAL. 

taftual,  accompanying  the  President's  message  .    -    1        1    613 

TraLsnutting  a  statement  of  the  names  and  salaries  of  the 
clerks  employed  in  the  Post  Office  Department  du- 
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Transmitting  a  statement  of  die  contingent  expenses  of  the 

Post  Office  Department  during  the  year  1839  *    2      64 

In  relation  to  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in  steamboats  -    6    338 

In  relation  to  the  exchange  of  Government  drafts  for  depre- 
ciated currency,  and  the  payment  of  Government 
creditors  in  such  currency,  by  agents  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  -  -  -  -  -    6    406 

In  relation  to  the  exchange  of  Government  drafts  for  depre- 
ciated currency,  and  the  payment  of  Government 
creditors  in  such  currency,  by  agents  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  -  -  -  -  -    6    427 

REPORT    FROM    THE   COMMISSIONER  OF   THE   GENERAL   LAND  OFFICJ 

Exhibiting  the  operations  connected  with  the  General  Land 
Office  in  L839,  accompanied  with  tabular  statements 
of  lands  sold,  reports  of  surveys,  diagrams,  &c. 
(annual)      -  -  -  -  -  -2      21 

REPORT   FROM    THE   COMMISSIONER   OF    PATENTS. 

Annual  report  showing  the  operations  of  the  Patent  Office 

during  the  year  1839  -  -  -  .    3    111 

REPORTS   FROM   THE   COMMISSIONER    OF   PENSIONS. 

Annual  report,  accompanying  the  President's  message        -    1  1    ! 

On  the  claim  of  Conrad  Widrig    -            -            -            -7  623 
On  the  claims  of  Isaac  Austin,  Elijah  Blodget,  Stephen 

Appleby,  Isaac  Boyd,  and  William  Glover  -            -    8  691 

REPORTS   FROM   THE   SECRETARY  OF   THE   SENATE. 

Communicating  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  from  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  during  the  year  end- 
ing December  3,  1839        -  -  -  -    2      24 

With  a  statement  of  appropriations,  offices  created,  and  the 
salaries  thereof,  and  of  offices  the  salaries  of  which 
have  been  increased,  with  the  amount  of  such  in- 
crease, during  the  1st  session  26th  Congress  -    8    620 

MOTIONS    OR    RESOLUTIONS    IN    THE    SENATE. 

« 

Of  Mr.  Benton,  in  relation  to  the  legislative  power  of  the 

Union  to  assume  the  debts  of  the  several  States      -    2      18 

Of  Mfc.  Linn,  in  relation  to  the  occupation  and  settlement 

of  the  Oregon  territory       -  -  -  -    2      26 

Of  Mr.'Lumpldrij  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  in 
relation  to  the  legislative  power  of  the  Union  to  as- 
sume the  debts  of  the  several  States  -  -    2      45 

Of  Mr.  Tappan,  to  amend  the  joint  rules  of  the  two  Houses 

f  of  Congress  •  «  •  •  •    4 .  JW 
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Mr.  Crittenden,  in  relation  to  the  indebtedness  of  the 
States,  and  the  propriety  of  distributing  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  them  -    4    161        1 

Mr.  Benton,  in  relation  to  the  regulation  of  foreign  com- 
merce -  .....    4     162        1 

Mi.  Nonrell,  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  i   -' ' 

Buchanan  to  the  resolutions  reported  by  the  select 
committee  on  the  assumption  by  the  United  States 
of  the  debts  of  the  several  States    -  -  -    5     197        1 

f  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  relation  to  the  national  rights  of  vessels 
forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  friendly  ports,  and 
the  seizure  of  the  brig  Enterprise  under  those  cir- 
cumstances -  -  -  -6    248  *     1 

Mr.  White,  in  relation  to  the  special  deposites  of  the 

Government,  and  the  issues  of  Treasury  notes        -    6    418        1 

Mr.  Pierce,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  claims  for  revo- 
lutionary services    -  -  -  -  -    7    477        1 

Mr.  Webster,  relative  to  the  reduction  of  the  postage  on 

letters         -  -  -  -  -    7    647        1 

REPORTS   OF   THE    COMMITTEE   ON   FOREIGN    RELATIONS. 

i the  resolution  "in  relation  to  the  national  rights  of  ves- 
sels forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  friendly  ports, 
and  the  seizure  of  the  brig  Enterprise  under  those 
i    circumstances"       -  -  -  -  -    6    378        1 

the  several  messages  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  communicating  certain  official  correspondence 
in  relation  to  the  question  of  the  territory  in  dispute 
with  Great  Britain  on  our  northeastern  frontier; 
and  also  certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Maine  on  the  same  subject  -  -  -  -    6    362        1 

the  memorial  of  William  D.  Jones       •  -'  -    6    443        1 

the  bill  (H.  R.  1 1 1)  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  H.  Everett    7    511         1 

REPORTS   OF   THE   COMMITTEE   ON    FINANCE. 

the  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communi- 
cating information  relative  to  the  fiscal  regulations  of 
foreign  countries     -  -  -  -  -    4    124        1 

the  petition  of  Louisa  S.  Owen,  widow  of  G.  W.  Owen, 

deceased     -  -  -  -  -    8    667        1 

the  petition  of  David  Green  -  -  -    8    668        1 

REPORTS   OP   THE   COMMITTEE    ON   COMMERCE. 

the  petition  of  Enoch  Baldwin  -  -  -    3      76        1 

the  memorial  of  the  Western  Steamship  Company  of 
Bristol,  the  British  and  American  Steamship  Naviga- 
tion Company  of  London,  and  the  Transatlantic 
Steamship  Company  of  Liverpool  -  .        -  -3    123-       1 
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Chi  the  resolution  to  inquire  whether  the  lav  regulating 
vessels  propelled  by  steam  does  not  require  amend* 
meat,  together  with  sundry  petitions  and  memorials 
on  the  same  subject  -  -  -  -    5    841 

On  the  memorial  of  Aaron  Vail  -  -  -    6    307 

On  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
praying  that  steamers  running  between  Boston  and 
the  British  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  may  be  relieved 
from  the  limitations  of  the  act  of  1819.  respecting 
the  number  of  passengens  permitted  to  be  taken  on 
board  -  -  -  .  -  -    6    390 

On  the  petition  of  Robert  Milnor  and  John  Thompson      -    6    393 

On  the  propriety  of  extending  the  port  of  New  Orleans     -    6    441 

On  the  communication  of  Mr.  Lepaute  to  Mr.  Davis,  on 

lights  -  -  -  -  -  -    7    474 

On  the  petition  of  a  mercantile  house  in  Nova  Scotia,  pray- 
a  remission  of  duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  British 
brigantine  Rob  Roy,  which  was  wrecked,  and  her 
cargo  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  salvors        -  -     7    475 

On  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  law  in  relation  to  sea- 
men discharged  in  foreign  ports       -  -  -    7    538 

On  the  memorial  of  certain  officers  of  the  revenue  service 
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Captain  William  Williams  - 
On  the  petition  of  James  McCrory  -  -  - 

On  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Frederick  Seigte    - 
On  the  claim  of  John  Jordan         ...  - 

On  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  John  Ramsay 
On  the  petition  of  Washington  Wade 
On  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  John  de  Treville   - 

REPORTS    OP   THE    COMMITTEE    ON   THE  JUDICIARY. 

On  the  petition  of  John  H.  Sheppard ,  administrator  of  Abiel 

Wood 4    159 

On  the  petition  of  Edward  Holyoke,  and  other  heirs-at-law 

of  Silence  Elliott 5    207 

On  the  petition  of  Richard  S.  Coxe,  assignee  of  David 

Beard  -  -    5    208 
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the  petition  of  Jacob  Kerr,  of  Newburg.  N.  Y.  -5    213 

the  petition  of  James  McCally  -  -5    214 

i  the  petition  of  John  Johnston,  formerly  Indian  agent  at 

Piqua  -  .    •  -  -  -    5    215 

i  the  petition  of  William  M.  Sneed,  Stephen  K.  Sneed, 

and  Richard  Sneed  -  -  -  -5    245 

l  the  petition  of  William  T.  Rathbone    -  -  -    5    246 

a  the  memorial  of  a  delegation  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints, 

commonly  called "  Mormons"  -  -    5    247 

ii  the  petition  of  Samuel  Lord     -  -    5    253 

tithe  petition  of  James  Williams  -  -  -    6    317 

d  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  Joseph  Ed- 
son,  deceased  -  -  -  -  6  351 
l  the  petition  of  John  Johnson  -  -  -  -  6  367 
i  the  petition  of  Thomas  Haskins  and  Ralph  Haskins  -  6  381 
l  the  petition  of  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  and  others,  direct- 
ors of  the  New  England  Land  Company  -  -  7  470 
l  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  77)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and 

representatives  of  Thomas  Atkinson,  deceased        -     7    525 
a  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  81)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wallis, 
and*  the  heirs,  &c,  of  Robert  Leckie,  and  of  Jere- 
miah D.  Ilayden     -  -  -  -  -    7    526 
a  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  84)  for  the  relief  of  William  Saun- 
ders and  William  R.  Porter,  sureties  of  William 
Estis,  late  paymaster,  &c.  -            -            -            -    7    527 
a  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  295)  for  the  relief  of  William  J.  Rob- 
erts and  William  Detherage             -            -            -     7    536 
a  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  296)  for  the  relief  of  John  Roberts    7    537 

LEPORTS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE    ON   THE   POST   OFFICE   AND   POST   ROADS. 

a  the  petition  of  Samuel  R.  Slaymaker  -  -  -  2  31 

a  the  petition  of  Hezekiah  Cunningham  -  -  4  147 

a  the  petition  of  Purdom  <fc  Stokes         -  -  -  6  422 

a  the  memorial  of  McCurdy  &  Whiteside  -  6  436 

REPORTS    OF   THE    COMMITTEE    ON   ROADS    AND    CANALS. 

d  the  petition  of  Loomis  &  Gay  -  -  -    2      17 

a  the  resqIUtion  "  to  inquire  what  legislation,  if  any,  is 
necessary  to  confirm  to  Indiana  the  land  selected 
by  her  under  the  act  of  1827,  to  grant  a  certain 
quantity  of  land  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  opening  a  canal  to  connect  the 
waters  of  the  Wabash  with  those  of  Lake  Erie,  for 
that  portion  of  the  canal  between  the  mouth  of  Tip- 
pecanoe river  and  Terre  Haute"  -  -  -  2  46 
a  the  bill  to  authorize  the  New  Albany  and  Mount 
Carmel  Railroad  Company  to  enter  a  quantity  of 
land,  to  aid  the  company  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  New  Albany,  Indiana,  to  Mount  Car- 
mel,  Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes           -  -    3      78 
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On  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  making  an 
appropriation  to  continue  the  construction  of  the 
Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  the  ensuing  year,  to  complete  it  to  Jef- 
ferson city,  Missouri  -  -  -  -    4    160 

On  the  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  stock  for  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  tho  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal 
Company.  -  -  -  -  -  -    6    284 

On  the  bill  granting  to  the  Mississippi  and  Rock  River 
Canal  Company  a  portion  of  the  public  lands,  for 
purposes  therein  expressed  -  -  -    6    298 

REPORTS    OF   THE    COMMITTEE    ON    THE    DISTRICT   OP   COLUMBIA. 

Of  a  document  relating  to  the  condition  of  the  affairs  of 
the  several  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Merrick         -  -  -  -    6    300 

Of  documents  relating  to  the  bill  (8.  329)  to  provide  for 
lighting  the  Capitol  and  President's  squares,  and  the 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  with  carburetted  hydrogen 
gas  -  -  -  -    6    434 

REPORTS    OF   THE    COMMITTEE   ON   THE   LIBRARY. 

On  the  claim  of  Langtree  &  O'Sullivan,  in  relation  to  the 

Madison  papers       -  -  -  -  -    5    251 

On  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  in  relation 

to  an  international  exchange  of  literary  publications    7    521 

On  the  expediency  of  appropriating  $500,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and 
Navy,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  and  arranging 
for  inspection  and  reference  the  mineral  and  geo- 
logical specimens  belonging  to  the  Government      -    8    584 

REPORTS    OP  SELECT   COMMITTEES. 

On  the  resolutions  introduced  by  Mr.  Benton,  in  relation 
to  thfe  legislative  power  of  the  Union  to  assume  the 
debts  of  the  States  -  -  -    4    153 

Of  the  Memoir,  by  Robert  Greenhow,  Historical  and  Politi- 
cal, on  the  Northwest  Coast  of  North  America,  and 
Adjacent  Territories  -  -   #4    174 

On  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Forry,  M.  D.  -  -    5    264 

Of  the  majority  and  minority,  on  the  origin  and  character 

of  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  -  -    6    368 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.)  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  comput- 
ing the  mileage  of  members  of  Congress    -  --8    699 

RESOLUTIONS,  MEMORIALS,   AND   OTHER  PROCEEDINGS   OF   6TATB  AH 

TERRITORIAL  LEGISLATURES. 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  constructing  a 
levee  on  the  south  bank  of  Red  river,  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  Bayou  PEau  Bleue ;  respecting  the  va- 
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iidity  of  titles  to  land  under  French  and  Spanish 
grants,  and  in  relation  to  the  16th  sections  in  that 
State  - fr     26 

the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  against  any  mea- 
sure to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  several  States  -  -    2      27 

the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  in  favor  of  a  metal- 
lic currency  for  revenue  purposes,  and  the  adoption 
of  the  independent  treasury  system  -  -    2      28 

i  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  in  favor  of  procuring  an  ad- 
ditional appropriation  of  land  to  satisfy  outstanding 
military  bounty  land  warrants         -  -  -    2      30 

the  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  in  favor  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  national  foundry  within  that  State    -    2      32 

the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the  disposal 

of  the  public  lands  -  -  -  -    2      34 

citizens  of  Louisiana,  for  the  repeal  of  the  naturalization 

laws 2      43 

the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  certain  post  routes        -'         -  -    2      60 

the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  a  donation 
of  land  for  the  establishment  of  a  college  in  that 
Tenritory     -  .  -  -  -  -    2      51 

the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  the  amend- 
ment of  the  organic  law  of  that  Territory  -  -    2      62 

die  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  boundary  line  between  that  Territory 
md  the  State  of  Missouri    -  -  -  -    2      53 

the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  against  a  national  bank, 
the  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  federal 
officers  in  elections,  and  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States ;  and 
in  favor  of  the  independent  treasury  bill,  the  re- 
duction of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  the  repeal, 
of  the  duties  on  salt,  and  the  leading  measures 
and  policy  of  the  administrations  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son and  Martin  Van  Buren  -    3      68* 

"the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin  Territory,  pray- 
iqg  die  confirmation  of  the  claims  of  Francis  La- 
feature  and  others  to  land  in  said  Territory  -    3      82 

the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  the  speedy  and 
permanent  adjustment  of  the  title  of  the  United 
States  to  the  territory  of  Oregon      -  -  -    3      93 

'  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  completion  of  the  road  from  Du- 
buque to  the  northern  boundary  of  Missouri  -    3      95 

'the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wiskon- 
Vi,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a 
penitentiary  in  that  Territory  -  -    3    108 

I  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wiskon- 
**»  praying  appropriations  for  the  construction  of 
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harbors  at  Milwaukie,  Racine,  Southport,  Manito- 
woc, and  Sheboygan,  pn  Lake  Michigan    -  -    3    118 
Of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying  the  creation  of  a 

new  land  district  in  that  State        -  -  -    3    113 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  in  favor  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  several  States     -  -  -  -    4    133 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  to  obtain  a  donation  of  land 
to  Peter  Houston,  for  his  services  in  the  revolution- 
ary war       -  -  -  -  -    4    182 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  in  favor  of  the  Estab- 
lishment of  a  mail-route  from  Tuscaloosa  to  Jack- 
son -  -  -  -  -  -    4    188 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  adverse  to  the  cession 
of  tlie  public  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  are 
located,  and  in  favor  of  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
several  States  -  -  -  -  -    4    190 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  the  cession  to 
that  State  of  the  unsold  public  lands  within  its 

limits 4    192 

Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa  Territory,  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  election  of 
Governor  of  that  Territory  by  the  people    -  -    5    201 

Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin  Territory,  pray- 
ing the  confirmation  of  the  claims  of  Francis  La- 
venture  and  others  to  certain  lands  in  that  Territo- 
ry   -  -  -  -  -    5    202 
Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  to  obtain  the  establishment 
of  a  mail-route  from  Springville,  in  Laurence  coun- 
ty, via  Virginia  Furnace  and  Stamford,  in  Monroe 
county,  White  Hall  and  Spencer,  in  Owen  county, 
and  Greencastle,  in  Putnam  county,  Indiana,  to 
Crawfordsvillc,  in  Montgomery  county       -  -    5    811 
Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  to  obtain  a  grant  of  land  to ' 
establish  an  asylum  for  the  deaf,  and  dumb,  and 

blind 5    212 

Of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  remonstrating  against 

the  passage  of  the  independent  treasury  bill  -    5    222 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  praying  the  erection  of  a 
light-house  and  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  river,  on  Lake  St.  Clair  -    5    242 
Of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Florida  Territory,  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
certain  lots  in  the  town  of  St.  Mark's,  in  that  Ter- 
ritory -  -  -  -  -  -    5    249 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  in  relation  to  the  inde- 
pendent treasury     -  -  -  -  -    5    266 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  praying  the  payment  to 
that  State  of  the  value  of  the  16th  sections  in  the 
Chickasaw  cession,  and  a  donation  of  the  unappro- 
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priated  lands  in  that  State  for  purposes  of  internal 
improvement  -  -  -    6    268 

lie  Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  favor  of  so  amending  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  as  to  authorize 
the  circuit  judges  of  the  United  States  to  surrender 
fngitires  from  justice  -  -  -    5    273 

the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  praying  a  survey  of  the 
coast  of  that  State,  and  the  erection  of  fortifications 
on  the  same  -    6    $A 

the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin  Territory,  pray- 
ing a  donation  of  land  for  the  establishment  of 
manual-labor  schools  in  that  Territory        -  -6    291 

lie  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin  Territory,  pray- 
ing the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Wee- 
nah,  Wiskonsin,  Rock,  Pekatonica,  Four  Lakes, 
and  Platte  riven      -  -  -  -     6    295 

he  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  adverse  to  ceding  the  pub- 
lic lands  to  the  Stales  in  which  they  lie,  and  in  fa- 
Tor  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  said  lands  among  all  the  States,  <kc.       -  -    6    305 

the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  praying  a  further 
appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  harbor  at 
Michigan  City  -  -  6    308 

the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  praying  an  appropriation  for 
the  completion  of  the  Cumberland  road  within  that 
State  -    6    3f0 

the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law    6    316 

the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  in  favor  of  the  separation  of 
the  Government  from  banks,  and  of  the  passage  of 
the  independent  treasury  bill  -  -  -6    339 

the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of  granting  the 

franking  privilege  to  officers  of  agricultural  societies    6    340 

the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  praying  to  be  allowed  to 
enter,  at  the  Government  pnee,  eight  acres  of  land 
idjoining  the  donation  of  land  to  that  State,  for  a 
teat  of  Government  -  -  -  -    6    341 

the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  to  obtain  a  grant  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  for  the  improvement  of  the  two  White 
rivers  in  that  State  -  -  -  -    6    342 

the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the 

duty  on  salt  -  -  -  -    6    343 

the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of  an  appropriation 

for  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  the  Bayou  Bon-  , 

fcuca  -    6    348 

the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  military  post  at  or  near  Alexandria,  in 
that  State    -  -  -  -  -  -    6 

f  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the  construction  , 

of  a  road  from  Vidalia  to   Natchitoches,  in  that 
.8tajt  r    B    Off 
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Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  relation  to  the  16th  sec- 
tions of  the  public  land  in  that  State 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a 
bankrupt  law  - 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  on  the  subject  of  making  pro- 
vision for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800  - 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  adverse  to  a  change  in  the 
law  giving  a  bounty  to  vessels  engaged  in  the  fish- 
eries -  -  -  -  -  -    6    369 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  in  relation  to  the  adjustment 

of  the  northeastern  boundary,  and  the  occupation      , 

of  the  disputed  territory      -  -  -  -    6    370 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  relation  to  the  northeast- 
ern boundary  -  -  -  -    6    371 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection  of  military  defences  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  city  of  Detroit  -  -  -    6    377 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  for  a  donation  of  land  to 
aid  the  State  in  the  construction  of  a  ship-canal 
around  the  falls  of  St.  Mary 

Of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  a  bankrupt  law  .... 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying  the  cession  to  that 
State  of  the  Muscle  Shoals  canal    ... 

Of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
a  bankrupt  law        ..... 

Of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  iu  favor  of  the  construc- 
tion of  a  ship-canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara 

PETITIONS   AND  MEMORIALS,  PROCEEDINGS   OF  PUBLIC  MEETINGS,  &< 

Of  Samuel  Forry,  praying  Congress  to  provide  for  the 
publication  of  a  meteorological  and  statistical  regis- 
ter -  -    2      19 

Of  Hall  J.  Kelley,  praying  a  grant  of  land  in  the  Oregon 
territory,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  colony 
thereon       -  -  -    2      20 

Of  F.  A.  Chevalier  de  Gerstner,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
copyright  for  his  publications  in  this  country,  for 
a  period  of  five  years  -  -    2      29 

Of  chief  warriors,  sachems,  and  chiefs  of  the  Six  and 
Seneca  nations  of  Indians,  praying  that  the  action 
.  .of  the  Senate  on  the  treaty  with  the  Seneca  Indi- 
ans may  be  suspended        -  -  -  -    2      83 

Of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  a  donation  of  land 

|o  settlers  in  the  Oregon  territory    -  -  -    2      40 

Of  the  heirs  of  James  Sympson,  for  confirmation  of  their 

title  to  a  tract  of  land  -  -  -  -    2      47 

,Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  certain  post-routes       •  •  •    2     #0 
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Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  a  donation 

of  laud  for  the  establishment  of  a  college  in  that 

Territory      -  -  -  -  -  -    3      51         1 

Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  the  amend- 
ment of  the  organic  law  of  that  Territory  -  -    2      52        1 

Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa,  praying  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  disputed  boundary  line  between  that 
Territory  and  the  State  of  Missouri  -  -    2      53        1 

Of  Albin  Mitchell,  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  de 
Lusser,  praying  the  confirmation  of  a  grant  of  land 
in  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama  -  -    2      55        1 

Of  the  religious  order  of  the  "  Ladies  of  the  Sacred  Heart," 
at  the  city  of  St  Louis,  Missouri,  praying  that  a 
charitable  donation  sent  to  them  from  the  city  of 
Paris  may  pass  duty  free    -  -  -  -    2      57        1 

Of  John  Wesley  Monette,  praying  confirmation  of  his  title 

to  certain  tracts  of  land      -  -  -  -    3      60        1 

Of  Joseph  L.  Smith  and  others,  praying  that  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Agriculture  may  be  instructed  to  make 
an  annual  report  on  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
Union 3      61        1 

Of  citizens  of  East  Florida,  praying  the  organization  of 
that  portion  of  Florida  which  lies  east  of  the  Su- 
wannee river  into  a  separate  Territory        -  -    3      67        1 

Of  Samuel  Norris,  praying  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a 

tract  of  land  -  -  •  -  -    3      69        1 

Of  the  Western  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  at  St  Louis, 
Missouri,  praying  aid  in  the  purchase  of  a  library 
and  instruments  and  ground  for  a  botanic  garden, 
and  in  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  its  collections  -  -  -  -    3      Tl        1 

Of  citizens  of  Racine,  in  Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying 

the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  that  place  -  -    3      74        1 

Of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin  Territory,  pray- 
ing the  confirmation  of  the  claims  of  Francis  Laven- 
ture  and  others  to  certain  lands  in  said  Territory   -    3      82        1 

Of  a  committee  of  the  American  Silk  Society,  praying  the 
aid  and  patronage  of  Congress  in  the  publication 
and  gratuitous  circulation  of  the  journal  of  said  so- 
ciety -    8      M        1 

Of  the  Cairo  City  Canal  Company,  praying  a  national  ar* 

mory  at  Cairo  city  -  -  -  -3961 

Of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
praying  the  improvement  and  repair  of  certain 
streets,  and  the  establishment  of  an  hospital  and  lu- 
natic asylum,  in  said  city    -  -  -  -    3      98        t 

W  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Illinois,  praying  that 
their  pre-emption  rights  to  said  lands  may  not  be 
affected  by  the  grant  to  the  "  Polish  exiles"  -    3    118        1 

W  Tin  Dorin,  Pease,  and  Company,  asking  a  right  of  way  ' f  * 

through  the  public  lands,  for  a  railroad  from  the 
mineral  region  in  Missouri  to  the  Mississippi  rivet   4    J31       1 
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Of  the  Louisville  chamber  of  commerce,  praying  the  pur- 
chase, by  the  United  States,  of  the  individual  stock 
in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company      -    4    143 

Of  the  Galena  chamber  of  commerce,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  river 
at  the  Des  Moines  and  Rock  River  rapids  -  -    4    160 

Of  Silas  M.  Siillwell  and  others,  citizens  of  New  York, 

praying  the  passage  of  a  general  bankrupt  law      -    4    154 

Of  Alexander  Jones,  praying  the  employment,  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  a  dredging  machine  for  the  removal  of 
-  sand-bars  in  the  Mississippi  and   other  western 
rivers  -  -  -  -  -  -    4    170 

Of  James  Brown  and  others,  praying  that  a  duty  may  be 

imposed  on  importations  of  silk  goods        -  -    4    171 

Of  citizens  of  Kentucky,  praying  the  adoption  of  measures 

to  promote  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon  territory  -    4    172 

Of  Joeeph  L.  Smith  and  others,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  department  of  the  Government,  to  be  called  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Education  -    4    181 

Of  John  Hancock  and  others,  praying  an  increase  of  the 

duty  on  silk  -  -  -  -    4    IBS 

Of  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  congress  of  nations  for  the  ad- 
justment of  international  difficulties  -  -    4    184 

Of  manufacturers  of  umbrellas  and  parasols  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on 
imported  silk  umbrellas  and  parasols  -  -    4    185 

Of  the  Polish  ojules.  praying  that  they  may  be  allowed  to 
settle  and  cultivate  the  lands  heretofore  granted  to 
them  by  the  United  States  -  -  -    4    194 

Of  the  ftiayor  and  common  council  of  the  city  of  Chicago, 
praying  an  appropriation  to  protect  that  city  from 

i  the  encroachments  of  Lake  Michigan        -  -    4    195 

Of  Zadock  Martin,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pre-emption 

right  to  a  tract  of  land        -  -  -  -    6    206 

t)f  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of  Georgetown,  pray- 
ing the  extension  of  their  charter,  and  that  of  the 
Fanners  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown ;  the 
construction  of  a  stone  bridge  over  Rock  creek ;  the 

?.  employment  of  either  tho  Potomac  bridge,  or  the 

Alexandria  aqueduct,  as  the  viaduct  for  the  Fal- 

^  mouth  and  Alexandria  railroad  ;  and  the  creation  of 

a  fund  tor  schools  in  the  District  of  Columbia      -    5    229 

Of  the  Galena  chamber  of  commerce,  praying  that  Galena 

may  be  made  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery  -    5    201 

Of  merchants  and  importers  of  foreign  goods,  praying  the 

revision  and  amendment  of  the  revenue  laws         -    5    230 

Of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  the  renewal  and 
■  modification  of  the  charter  ot  said  city       -  •    5    236 

Of  a  committee  of  the  military  convention  at  Norwich, 
Vermont,  praying  the  revision  and  alteration  of  the 
fcystetn  of  the  military  defences  of  the  Untied  Slatae    5    238 
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citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  the  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  the  Oregon  territory,  and  the  construction 
of  a  road  thereto ;  and  remonstrating  against  the 
construction  of  the  proposed  ship-canal  across  the 
isthmus  of  Darien  -  -  -  -  -    6    214        1 

citizens  of  St.  Mark's,  in  Middle  Florida,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  law  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain 
public  lots  in  that  town       -  -  -  -    5    260        1 

:  General  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  proposing  a  system  of  na- 
tional defence,  and  praying  its  adoption  by  Con- 
gress -  -  -  -  -  •    6    256        1 

fa  number  of  stockholders  in  the  Agricultural  Bank  of 
Natchez,  residing  in  Philadelphia,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  time  for  the  payment  of  a  balance  due 
from  said  bank  to  the  United  States  -  -    5    260        1 

Joseph  Fawcett  and  others,  praying  Congress  to  call  a 
national  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  restraining 
and  adjusting  abuses  in  the  incorporation  of  bank- 
ing companies         -  -  -  -  -    5    261        1 

citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  passage  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law,  for  the  benefit  of  the  settlers  on  the  "  Platte 
purchase,"  in  that  State      -  -  -  -    6    262        1 

aniens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  creation  of  a  land 
district  and  the  establishment  of  a  land  office  in 
the  "  Platte  purchase,"  in  that  State  -  -    5    263        1 

the  president  and  executive  committee  of  the  Ameri- 
can Peace  Society,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
congress  of  nations  -  -  -  -    5    267        1 

citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  passage  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law  for  the  better  protection  of  actual  settlers 
on  the  public  lands  -  -  -  -    6    269        1 

owners  and  masters  of  steamboats  running  on  Lakes 
Erie, Huron,  and  Michigan,  praying  the  amendment 
of  the  act  of  July  7, 1838, "  to  provide  for  the  better 
security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  on  board  of  ves- 
sels propelled,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  steam"         -    5    270        1 

f  citizens  of  Louisiana,  praying  a  change  in  the  mode  of 
transporting  the  mail  between  New  Orleans  and 
Alexandria,  on  Red  river,  from  land  to  water  -    5    274        1 

f  citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  compel  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  reswne  specie  payments,  or  to  wind  up 
their  concerns         -  -  -  -  -6    276        1 

f  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  against  the 
surrender  to  the  State  of  Maryland  of  the  stock  held 
by  that  corporation  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  -  -  -  -  -5    SS77        1 

f » mooing  of  citizens  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  a  uniform 

bankrupt  law  -  -  -    6    282       1 

If  eifaeus  of  Missouri,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the 

improvement  of  Current  river        -  -  -    6    302       1 
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Of  Sands  Stuart  and  John  Davis,  praying  to  be  allowed 
the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  lands  occupied 
by  them      -  -  -  -  -    6    303 

Of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  compel  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  wind  up 
their  concerns         -  -  -  -  -    6    306 

Of  sundry  proprietors  and  managers  of  American  steam- 
vessels,  against  certain  enactments  contained  in  the 
law  of  1838,  relating  to  steamboats ;  with  tabular 
statements  of  steamboat  navigation  and  accidents  in 
America  and  Great  Britain  -  -  -    6    309 

Of  Hiram  Powers,  praying  that  certain  works  of  art,  the 
production  of  American  artists  abroad,  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  United  States  free  of  duty  -  -    6    311 

Of  Moses  Coppedge,  for  a  pre-emption  right  to  a  tract  of 

land 6    321 

Of  citizens  of  Newton  county,  Missouri,  praying  a  dona- 
tion of  land  to  said  county  for  public  purposes,  and 
that  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  said  county 
be  allowed  the  right  of  pre-emption  -  -    6    336 

Of  the  clerks  in  the  custom-house  at  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  compensation      -  -  -    6    364 

Of  citizens  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  praying  that  that  place 

may  be  made  a  port  of  entry  -  -  -    6    365 

Of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  that  William  Triplett  may 

be  confirmed  in  his  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  -    6    362 

Of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
semi-weekly  four-horse  post-coach  line  from  Boon- 
ville  to  Springfield,  and  there  to  connect  it  with  the 
line  from  Little  Rock  to  Fayetteville,  in  Arkansas  -    6    363 

Of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  a  recharter  of  the 

banks  in  said  city   -  -  -  -  -    6    364 

Of  proprietors  of  sugar  refineries,  in  relation  to  the  draw- 
back of  duties  on  refined  sugars      -  -  -    6    376 

Of  the  officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill  "  to  regulate  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
the  officers  of  the  line  and  staff  of  the  army  "         -    6    376 

Of  citizens  of  Maryland  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  pray- 
ing the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  imported  silks        -    6    380 

Of  citizens  of  De  Kalb  county,  Illinois,  praying  the  remis- 
sion of  the  punishment  awarded  to  William  L. 
Mackenzie  for  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws      -    6    389 

Of  citizens  of  Michigan,  praying  the  imposition  of  a  duty 

on  fish  imported  from  Canada         -  -  -    6    392 

Of  a  committee  of  the  pilots  of  Delaware  bay  and  river, 
praying  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1837, 
"  concerning  pilots"  -  -  -  -    6    394 

Of  a  number  of  Missouri  volunteers,  praying  a  settlement 

of  their  accounts  for  services  in  Florida     -  -6    406 

Of  the  New  York  chamber  of  commerce,  against  the  repeal 

of  the  act  of  March  2, 1837, "  concerning  pilots"  -    7    466 
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citizens  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Eying   the   adoption  of  measures  to  compel  the 
iks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  resume  specie 
payments,  or  to  wind  up  their  concerns      -  -    7    466        1 

citizeni  of  Wiskonsin,  praying  the  confirmation  of  the 
title  of  Francis  Laventure  and  others  to  certain  lands 
in  Milwaukee  -  -  -  -  -    7    458        1 

citizens  of  Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  land,  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  to  the  several  States  through  which 
said  road  may  pass  -  -  -  -    7    459        1 

f  merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  100)  "  to  insure  the  more  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports"  -  -  -  -    7    461        1 

Nathan  Ranney,  collector  of  the  port  of  St  Louis,  Mo., 

praying  an  increase  of  compensation  -  -    7    462        1 

the  board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  the 

passage  of  a  bankrupt  law  -  -  -  -    7    469        1 

merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  100) "  to  insure  the  more  faith- 
fill  execution  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports"  -  -  -  -    7    471        1 

f citizens  of  Washington  city,  prayine  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  compel  the  banks  fn  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  wind 
up  their  concerns    -  -  -  -  -    7    479        1 

i  hatters  in  the  city  and  State  of  New  York,  praying  the 

imposition  of  a  duty  on  silk  hats    -  -  -    7    480        1 

[citizens  of  Georgetown,  D.  C,  praying  the  recharter  of 
the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  and  that  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia  may  not  be  com- 
pelled to  resume  specie  payments  before  a  general 
resumption  takes  place  in  Maryland  and  Virginia  -    7    487        I 
i  &e  Society  of  Friends  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
and  Delaware,  praying  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade  -  -    7    491        1 

)f  numerous  citizens  of  Illinois,  praying  an  appropriation 

of  public  lands  for  the  improvement  of  Rock  river  -    7    492        1 
Df  Samuel  Martin,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  letter 

postage       -  -  -  -  -  -    7    602        1 

W  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  town  of  Green  Bay, 
Wiskonsin  Territory,  praying  a  confirmation  of  the 
act  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  said  Territory 
incorporating  said  town      -  -  -  -    7    504        1 

Wthe  board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the 
amendment  of  the  bill  (S.  324)  to  establish  a  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 

States 7    606        l 

W  merchants  and  traders  in  the  city  of  New  York  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States         •    7    613       I 
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Of  citizens  of  the  Oregon  territory,  praying  the  extension 
of  the  jurisdiction  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
over  that  territory    -  -  -  -  -7    514 

Of  Mary  W.  Thompson,  praying  compensation  for  extra 
services  rendered  by  her  late  husband  while  an  offi- 
cer in  the  United  States  army         -  -  -7    615 

Of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  a  renewal  and 

modification  of  the  charter  of  said  city        -  -    7    618 

Of  Joseph  L.  Smith  and  others,  praying  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Agriculture  may  be  instructed  to  make  an 
annual  report  on  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
Union 7    519 

Of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
post-route  from  the  mouth  of  the  Nodaway  river,  via 
Elliott  and  Samuels's  store,  to  William  Tharp's ;  and 
a  post  office  at  said  Elliott  and  Samuels's  store       -    7    520. 

Of  underwriters  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  remonstrating 
against  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1837,  con- 
cerning pilots  -  -  -  -    7    632 

Of  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  against  the  amend- 
ment asked  for  by  the  memorial  of  the  board  of  trade 
of  that  city  to  the  proposed  bankrupt  law    -  -    7    643 

Of  the  trustees  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Eliza- 
be  thtown,  New  Jersey,  for  indemnification  for  prop- 
erty destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the  revolution- 
ary war       -  -  -  -  -  -    7    644 

Of  hatters  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  for  the  imposition  of  a 

duty  on  imported  silk  hats,  fur  bodies,  and  felts     -    7    646 

Of  the  New  York  chamber  of  commerce,  praying  the  adop- 
tion of  certain  provisions  in  the  proposed  bankrupt 
law  -  -  -  -  -    7    648 

Of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Frankfort,  Maine,  in  favor  of 
the  construction  of  fortifications  on  the  Penobscot 
river  -  -  -7    649 

Of  the  board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  New  York,  explanatory 
of  a  memorial  presented  from  that  body  to  the  Sen- 
ate in  relation  to  the  proposed  bankrupt  law  -    7    667 

Of  Hezekiah  L.  Thistle,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the 
construction  of  a  number  of  wrought- iron  cannon, 
on  the  plan  invented  by  him  -  -  -    8    661 

Of  citizens  of  Milwaukie,  Racine,  and  Cleveland,  and  a 
letter  from  Thomas  Holdup  Stevens,  in  favor  of  the 
construction  of  harbors  at  Milwaukie,  Racine,  and 
South  port,  on  Lake  Michigan  •  -8    664 

Of  a  rheeting  of  the  electors  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y., 
in  favor  of  the  immediate  passage  of  a  bankrupt 
law  -  -  -    8    666 

Of  merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the  inser- 
tion, in  any  bankrupt  law  to  be  passed  by  Congress, 
of  a  provision  requiring  the  concurrence  of  a  major- 
ity in  interest  of  creditors  to  entitle  a  debtor  to  a 
discharge    -  -  -  .  -ft  666 
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Of  masters  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  commerce  of  New 
York  city,  against  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2, 
1837,  concerning  pilots       -  -      '      -  -8    581 

Of  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  against  the  passage  of  any 
law  compelling  owners  of  steamboats  to  use  any 
particular  description  of  machinery  -  -    8    682 

Of  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
praying  an  amendment  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1837, 
concerning  pilots     -  -  -  -  -8    588 

Of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 

Washington,  praying  an  extension  of  their  charter    8    695 

Of  the  marine  insurance  companies  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  against  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1837, 
concerning  pilots     -  -  -  -  -    8    596 

Of  citizens  of  Washington  city,  praying  the  enactment  of 
a  law  requiring  the  use,  in  steamboats,  of  Raub's 
[  safety-valve  -  -  -  -  -    8    597 

Of  tobacco  planters  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  the 
adoption  of  measures  to  cause  that  staple  to  be  re- 
ceived into  the  European  markets  on  fair  and  lib- 
eral terms   -  -  -  -    8    601 

Of  citizens  of  Detroit,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the 
completion  of  a  railroad  from  that  city  to  the  north- 
ern boundary  of  Ohio         -  -    8    604 

Of  citizens  of  the  city  of  Washington,  praying  the  renew- 
al of  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia    -  -  -  -  -  -    8    607 

Of  a  committee  of  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  (S.  378) 
to  amend  and  continue  in  force  the  acts  to  incorpo- 
rate the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washington      -    8    609 

Of  the  third  municipality  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 

against  the  extension  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans  -    8    611 

Of  citizens  of  the  city  of  Washington,  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill  (8.  378)  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
the  acts  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
city  -  -  -  -  -  -    8    613 

Of  citizens  of  the  town  and  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  the  retrocession  of 
that  part  of  said  District  to  the  State  of  Virginia    -    8    614 

Of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  the 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  and  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 
Washington,  praying  the  extension  of  their  char- 
ten  until  the  4th  of  March  next     -  -  -    8    616 

MISCELLANEOUS  DOCUMENTS. 

Uttof  die  committees  of  the  Senate  of  1st  session  26th 
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MESSAGE 


FROM 


RESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

IN  COMPLIANCE  (iN  PART) 

ion  of  t/ie  Senate  in  relation  to  the  bonds  issued  by  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida. 


May  7,  1840. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

<>f  the  United  States  : 

a  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which, 
rs  accompanying  it,  contains,  in  part,  the  information  re- 
esolntion  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  December  last 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
>-,  Jl£sty2, 1840. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  2, 1840. 

ary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
h  December  last,  requesting  the  President "  to  obtain  from 
A  authorities  in  Florida,  and  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,. 
f  the  amount  of  all  the  territorial  bonds  issued,  and  author- 
,ued,  in  that  Territory,  with  copies  from  the  journals  of  the 
louucil  showing  every  thing  that  was  done  in  authorizing  the 
i  bonds,  with  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  council  at  the 
sir  votes  in  each  case ;  the  names  of  the  Governors  who  may 
ed  laws  for  the  issuing  of  territorial  bonds,  or  who  may  have 
iorsed  the  said  bonds ;  also,  the  purposes  for  which  such  bonds 
,  and,  when  issued  in  favor  of  corporations,  the  names  of  the 
and  of  the  corporators  and  their  officers,  and  the  use  made  of 
and  the  present  value  of  said  bonds  in  the  American  and  Eu- 
cets,  with  the  condition  of  the  corporations  which  have  had  the 
bonds,  and  how  far  ihey  are  fulfilling  the  purposes  for  which 
created'.  Also,  a  statement  of  all  the  acts  of  incorporation 
been  passed  by  the  said  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  since 
>f  March,  1823,  and  the  acts  in  amendment  thereof;  and  when 
e  said  acts  were  *  reported  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
fore  Consrrpssf  "  has  the  honor  to  state  that,  having,  on  the  3d 
ast,  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  Florida  a  copy  of  said  reso* 

printers. 
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lution,  with  directions  to  furnish  the  information  therein  requested,  he  has 
this  day  received  from  the  Governor  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed, 
together  with  a  letter  to  the  President  and  documents  therein  described, 
containing,  in  part,  the  information  called  for.  The  residue  of  the  papers 
intended  to  be  forwarded  from  Florida  shall,  so  soon  as  they  are  received, 
be  laid  before  the  President. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
The  President. 


Executive  Department, 

Tallahassee,  Fa.,  April  23, 1840. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  3d 
of  January  last,  I  have  collected,  and  now  enclose  to  you,  all  the  informa- 
tion I  have  as  yet  been  able  to  obtain  respecting  the  subjects  mentioned 
in  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the  30th  December, 
1839.  I  shall,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  have  other  information  to  com- 
municate. A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Territory  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  accompanies  the  enclosed  documents. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State  of  tlie  U.  States. 


Secretary's  Office, 
Tallahassee,  Fa.,  April  8, 1840. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  call  upon  the  constituted  authorities  of  Flor- 
ida for  information,  as  specified  and  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  of  December  30,  1839, 1  herewith  transmit  the  doc- 
uments which  contain  such  information,  so  far  as  the  same  has  been  ob- 
tained. 

Document  No.  1  contains  copies  from  the  journals  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  Florida,  showing  the  enactment  of  bank  charters  authorizing 
the  issues  of  territorial  bonds. 

Document  No.  2  is  a  statement  or  descriptive  list  of  all  the  acts  of  in 
corporation  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  since  the  yew 
1823,  whether  substantive  or  amendatory. 

Document  No.  3  contains  copies  of  files  in  this  office  which  are  con 
nectcd  with  the  issuing  of  territorial  bonds,  &c. 

Document  No.  4  is  a  message  of  William  P.  Duval  to  the  Legislative 
Council  of  Florida,  advising  certain  amendments  in  the  charter  of  thi 
Uftkm  Bank  of  Florida. 

Document  No.  5  is  the  result  of  an  investigation  by  the  Committee  oi 
Banks  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Flor 
ida.  It  gives  the  information  required  by  the  resolution  above  referred  to 
so  for  as  the  Union  Bank  and  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Com 
puny  are  concerned. 

Document  No.  G  contains  all  the  charters,  with  their  amendments,  a 
tkotie  LmiiLs  which  have  received  territorial  bonds. 
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Document  No.  7  is  a  descriptive  list  of  mortgages  to  the  Southern  Life 
Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  filed  in  this  office  as  security  for  bonds 
issued  by  the  Territory. 
The  facts  showing  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  Bank  of  Pensa- 
cotahare  not  yet  been  received.  A  commissioner,  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, is  now  engaged  in  the  work.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Your  obedient  servant', 

J.  McCANTS, 

Secretary  of  Florida, 
M.  Tjlv  Bi'rkn-,  PresH  of  tfie  U.  States. 


No,  1. 


Ctjries /rom  the  journals  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  and  a 
Jfatancttf  of  the  amount  of  all  the  Territorial  bonds  issued  and  author- 
ized t$  be  issued  by  the  Legislative  Couttcil  of  Florida,  made  in 
Miencc  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  December 
30, 1839. 

[Extracts  from  the  Journals— Session  of  1833.] 

Kmday,  January  7,  1833. — Air.  Booth  was  elected  President ;  and 
▼as thereupon  conducted  to  the  chair ;  when  he  made  a  suitable  address. 

Tuesday,  January  15,  1833. — Mr.  Ward,  from  the  Committee  on  Banks, 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to 
tub  and  bills  of  exchange,  reported  a  bill,  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  in- 
twporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida  ;"  which,  on  motion 
of  ilr.  Bellamy,  was  read  by  its  title,  and  eighteen  copies  are  ordered  to 
be  written. 

Wednesday,  January  16,  1S33.— A  bill,  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,"  was  read  a  second 
tine,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bellamy,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
rfthe  Whole  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  January  22,  1833.  A  bill,  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida."  was  taken  up  from 
tbc  orders  of  the  day,  when  the  house  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Bpmtaid  bill ;  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  arose,  and  Mr. 
Warren  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again  on  to-morrow, 
which  wm  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Wednesday,  January  23,  1833. — A  bill,  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bunk  of  Florida,"  was,  from  the 
criers  of  the  day,  again  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  after 
«ne  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  arose ;  when  Mr.  Warren  reported 
progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  concurred  in  by  the 

Home. 

Thursday,  January  24,  1833. — The  Committee  of  the  Whole  again 
took  under  consideration  the  bill,  to  be  entitled  <:  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
atocribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida ;''  and,  after  some  ii«ne  spent 
town  arose :  when  Mr.  Warren  therefrom  reported  progress,  and  asked 
take  to  sit  ivain,  which  is  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Friday  January  25,  1833.  A  bill,  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  incor- 
porate ^'subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  ol  Florida/'  was  again  taken  up 
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in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  arose.. 
Mr.  Warren,  from  said  committee,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  U> 
sit  again,  which  is  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Saturday,  January  26,  1833.— The  bill,  to  be  entitled  a"  An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,"  was  again  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  in  considera- 
tion thereof,  the  committee  arose ;  when  Mr.  Warren,  from  said  committee, 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  is  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

Monday,  January  28,  1833. — The  bill  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,"  was  again  taken  up 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  com- 
mittee arose,  and  Mr.  Warren  therefrom  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again,  which  is  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Tuesday,  January  29,  1833. — The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,"  and  spent  some  time  therein, 
when  it  arose,  and  Mr.  Warren  therefrom  reported  the  said  bill,  with 
amendments,  to  the  House,  which  were  concurred  in.  Mr.  Ward  moved 
that  500  copies  of  said  bill  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House,  and  that  it 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next.  The  question  on  printing 
500  copies  was,  on  the  call  of  Messrs.  Ward  and  Chandler,  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays.  Those  voting  in  the  affirmative  were,  Mr.  President,  Messrs- 
Blount,  Bradford,  Chandler,  McBride,  Meacham,  Smith,  Ward,  and  Warren 
— 9.  Those  in  the  negative  were,  Messrs.  Bell,  Bellamy,  Compton,  Cooper, 
Gautier,  Howard,  Priest;  Riz,  and  Wright — 9.  So  the  said  motion  is  lost, 
On  motion  ordered,  that  eighteen  copies  of  said  bill  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  House,  and  that  it  be  made  the  ojder  of  the  day  for  Friday  next. 

Friday,  February  1,  1833. — The  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,"  was  taken  up  from  the 
orders  of  the  day ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  thereon  ;  when  the  committee  arose, 
and  Mr.  Warren  therefrom  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  as  amended. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  that  the  House  do  again  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  said  bill ;  upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Chandler  and  Bradford,  and  were  as  follows  :  Those 
voting  in  the  affirmative  were,  Messrs.  Bell,  Bellamy,  Bradford,  Chandler, 
Compton,  Cooper,  Priest,  Riz,  Smith,  and  Wright — 10.  Those  in  thtf 
negative  were,  Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Blount,  Gautier,  Howard,  McBride, 
Meacham,  Ward,  and  Warren — 8.  So  the  said  motion  was  carried  ;  where- 
upon, the  House  went  again  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  said  bill^ 
and  spent  some  time  therein  ;  when  they  arose,  and  Mr.  Warren  i herefrom 
reported  said  bill  to  the  House,  with  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  Gautier  moved  that  the  rule  of  the  House  be  waived  ;  that  the  said 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  by  its  title,  and  put  upon  its  passage,  whioh  pre- 
vailed ;  and  the  question  being,  "  Shall  said  bill  pass?"  was,  ou  the  call  of 
Messrs.  Ward  and  Cooper,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays.  Those  voiing  in 
the  affirmative  were,  Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Blount,  Gautier,  Howard, 
McBride,  Meacham,  Smith,  Ward,  Warren,  and  Wright — 10.  Those  ia 
the  negative  were,  Messrs.  Bell.  Bellamy,  Bradford,  Chandler,  Compton, 
Cooper,  Priest,  and  Riz — 8.     So  the  said  bill  was  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  as  aforesaid. 
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Tuesday,  February  12,  1833. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  the  House 
again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  entitled 
u  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,"  and 
spent  some  time  therein;  when  they  arose;  when  Mr.  Warren  therefrom 
reported  said  bill,  with  amendments,  which  were  concurred  in  by  the 
Home. 

Mr. Bradford  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  adding  thereto  a  section  in 
these  words:  "  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  future  Legislative 
Council  shall  have  the  power  to  alter  or  amend  this  act  whenever  they 
nay  deem  it  necessary."  The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  thereon  by 
Messrs.  Bradford  and  Gautier,  were  as  follows  :  Yeas  :  Messrs.  Bradford, 
liz,  and  Smith — 3.  Nays:  Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bell,  Bellamy,  Blount, 
Chandler,  Compton,  Cooper,  Gautier,  Howard,  McBride,  Meacham,  Priest, 
Ward,  Warren,  and  Wright — 15.    So  the  said  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  the  following  amendment  to  said  bill:  Be  it  further 
aided,  That  this  act  shall  not  go  into  operation  till  it  has  received  the 
express  assent  of  Congress.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  thereon  by 
Moots.  Smith  and  Chandler,  were  as  follows :  Yeas :  Messrs.  Bellamy, 
Bradford,  Chandler,  Compton,  Cooper,  Priest,  Riz,  Smith — 8.  Nays :  Mr. 
President,  Messrs.  Bloimt,  Gautier,  Howard,  McBride,  Meacham,  Ward, 
linen,  and  Wright — 9.  So  the  said  amendment  was  lost.  The  rule  of 
in  House  being  waived,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  its  title, 
ad  put  on  its  final  passage.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs. 
Smith  nnd  Chandler,  were  as  follows  :  Yeas :  Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bel- 
lamy, Blount,  Gautier,  Howard,  McBride,  Meacham,  Ward,  Warren,  and 
Wright — 10.  Nays  :  Messrs.  Bell,  Bradford,  Chandler,  Compton,  Cooper, 
Priest,  Riz,  Smith — 8.     So  the  said  bill  was  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Unkm  Bank  of  Florida." 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  his  excellency  the 
Governor : 

Executive  Office,  February  13,  1833. 

Sir:  I  have  approved,  and  signed,  and  filed  in  the  Executive  office 
*  *  *  *     ■      *  *    "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 

aeribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida." 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  P.  DUVAL. 
Boa.  J.  P.  Booth,  President  of  the  Council. 

[Ex u acts  from  the  Juurnals — Session  of  1835.] 

Wednesday,  January  14.— Mr.  Blount  gave  notice  that  on  some  future 
day  he  will  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  incor- 
porating the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Wednesday,  February  11.  — A  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the 
capital  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  to  amend  the  laws  incorporating  the 
laid  bank,"  is  postponed,  and  made  the  first  order  for  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  February  12. — A  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  capi- 
tal of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  to  amend  the  laws  incorporating  said 
bank,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  House  went  into  a  committee  thereon,  and  Mr.  Wood,  from  said  com- 
mittee, reported  said  bill  to  the  House  without  amendment,  which  was 
agreed  to,  sad  said  bill is  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 
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Friday %  February  13. — A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  increase  the  capital  of 
the  Bank  of  Pensncola,  and  to  amend  the  laws  incorporating  said  bank, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  as  before  stated. 

Executive  Office,  February  14,  1836. 
To  the  Legislative  Council : 

I  have  this  day  approved,  signed,  and  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  Florida 
the  following  act,  to  wit : 

"An  act  to  increase  the  capitnl  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  to  amend 
the  laws  incorporating  said  bank,  and  for  other  purposes." 

JOHN  H.  EATON. 

Monday  January  26. — Mr.  Putnam  gave  notice  that  on  to  morrow  he 
will  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills,  to  wit:  [after  citing  several 
bils],  also,  that  he  will  on  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be 
entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  a  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Com- 
pany." 

Thursday,  January  29. — A  bill,  to  be  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,"  was,  on  motion  of  Mr, 
Bellamy,  postponed,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Tuesday  February  3. — A  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,"  was  read  the  third  time  bj 
its  title.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Messrs.  Bellamy  and 
Blount,  were:  Yeas:  Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Blount,  Brown,  Fitzpatrick 
Higginbotham,  Hunter,  McNeil,  Mitchell,  Parish.  Priest,  Putnam,  Smith 
Stansbury,  and  Wood — 15.  Nays :  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Braden,  Dupont, 
Duval,  Edwards,  Holmes,  Love,  Macon,  McKinnon,  Mooring,  and  Walkei 
— 11.     So  the  said  bill  is  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  as  before  stated. 

Wednesday,  February  4. — It  is  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  nc 
one  objecting,  that  the  bill  passed  yesterday,  entitled  "  An  act  to  in  cor 
porate  a  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,"  be  amended  in  the 
9th  section,  by  inserting,  in  the  12th  line,  the  word  "  fifteen"  instead  ol 
11  thirty,"  as  it  reads  in  the  printed  copy  ;  and,  also,  that  words  "  Governor  or" 
be  inserted  in  the  2lst  seetion  of  said  bill,  between  the  11th  and  12th 
words  of  the  4th  line  of  said  section,  and  that  the  enrolling  clerk  do  enrol 
said  bill  with  said  words  so  inserted. 

Tuesday,  February  10. — Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Legislative 
Council  the  following  Executive  communication : 

Executive  Office,  February  10,  1835.. 
To  the  Legislative  Council : 

I  have  carefully  taken  into  consideration  an  act  submitted  to  me,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company.7 
To  its  general  provisions,  no  objection  is  entertained ;  my  purpose  is  topi* 
sent  to  you  certain  alterations  and  amendments  which,  to  me,  appear  neces- 
sary to  carry  out  these  objects  which,  doubtless,  the  Legislature,  in  enacting 
it,  had  in  view. 

Moneyed  corporations  are  always  matters  of  hazard,  from  an  entertained 
idea  that,  once  created,  they  are  beyond  the  reach  of  future  legislation;  il 
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this  be  correct,  it  is  obvious  that  the  dangers  attendant  on  their  creation 
should  be  avoided  by  imbodying  in  their  charters  such  safeguards  and  se- 
curities as  may  have  a  tendency  to  advance  the  benefits  contemplated  to 
irix,and  at  the  same  time  to  restrain  those  evils  and  inconveniences  which 
fnqnendy  occur,  when  even  the  greatest  care  and  caution  to  prevent  them 
are  consulted. 

This  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  is  advocated  on  the  ground  that 
moneyed  facilities  will  be  offered,  and  by  it,  advantages,  correspondent  to 
those  which  are  possessed  by  the  middle,  will  accrue  to  the  eastern  section 
of  the  Territory.  The  argument  is  a  reasonable  one.  But,  while  it  is 
npd.care  should  be  taken  tbat  the  copy  does  not  surpass  the  original. 
Era  when  benefits  are  to  be  obtained  through  any  act  of  legislation,  it  is 
iwthy  to  be  considered,  whether  they  may  not,  and  are  not,  sometimes  se- 
cond at  too  great  sacrifice. 

The  guarantee  of  a  State  or  Territory,  is  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
promise  to  do  a  particular  act.  There  is  no  compulsory  authority  whereby 
the  fulfilment  of  the  promise  can  be  enforced ;  it  is  but  the  assurance  of 
plighted  faith  ;  though  it  is  that  which  the  sovereignty  making  it  will  al- 
ways be  careful  to  redeem.  If,  then,  from  any  unforeseen  casualty,  this 
chartered  company  shall  fail  or  omit  to  discharge  its  incurred  obligations,  a 
liability  on  the  part  of  this  Territory  will  arise ;  and  hence  does  prudence 
dictate  to  the  Representatives  that  an  offered  guarantee  of  the  public  faith 
dull  not  be  carried  beyond  a  point  of  safety  to  those  whose  interests  are 
here  represented.  For  great  objects  of  internal  improvement  to  the  coun- 
try, such  as  promise  important  benefits  to  a  community  in  after  time,  a 
pknsibility,  and,  perhaps,  a  right  may  exist,  for  the  present  age,  to  impose 
hardens  and  taxes  upon  those  who  are  to  follow  after.  But  that  right,  it  is 
conceived,  cannot  attach  in  form  of  a  speculative  measure  which  may 
eventuate  well ;  but  which,  being  dependant  for  success  on  various  contin- 
gencies, may,  by  possibility,  turn  out  badly. 

The  21st  section  of  the  bill  is  considered  objectionable.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  inexpticit — too  much  so  to  be  executed.  It  declares  that  the 
Governor  shall  endorse  the  faith  of  the  Territory  on  "certificates  of  such 
deposites  as  the  company  shall  from  time  to  time  determine  on."  To  this, 
what  is  the  construction  to  be  given?  An  ordinary,  usual  certificate  of 
deposite,  such  as  is  understood  by  the  mercantile  community,  is,  when,  with 
a  view  to  a  safe  remittance,  an  individual  places  money  in  some  bank,  and 
receives  in  writing  an  admission  that  the  deposite  is  made,  and  that  the 
iroount  will  be  paid  to  the  rightful  holder  of  the  produced  certificate ;  and 
which,  when  produced,  is  paid  and  cancelled.  But,  by  the  friends  of  the 
ict,  it  is  asserted  that  this  is  not  the  meaning  which  is  intended  to  be  con- 
veyed by  the  words  employed  in  this  section — that  they  are  intended  to 
hwe  a  more  enlarged  interpretation.  This,  probably,  is  true;  because, 
while  a  corporation  remains  solvent  and  in  good  credit,  a guarantceof  such 
pipers  would  be  of  little  or  no  value  ;  nor  could  they  prove  at  all  service- 
able in  increasing  the  capital  stock,  or  giving  additional  credit  to  the  insti- 
tution. 

The  precise  meaning  of  the  expression,  then,  as  it  was  intended,  must 
be  that  these  certificates  of  deposite  are  in  the  nature  of  obligations — prom- 
»on  the  part  of  the  Territory,  to  be  answerable  for  the  liabilities  of  this 
flomptny,  at  some  future  time  (though  at  what  time  is  not  stated),  whereby 
to  enable  the  company  "  to  make  loans  and  discounts  beyond  the  limits  of 


[  447  J  8 

its  capital ;"  and  to  effect  these  objects,  the  faith  of  Florida  is  to  be  the 
guarantee.  » 

A  prudent  dealer  does  not  permit  himself  to  be  drawn  on  without  having* 
some  precise  period  agreed  upon  at  which  the  bill  shall  reach  maturity,  If 
he  expects  to  be  punctual,  and  hopes  to  sustain  his  credit,  he  will  practise 
this  precaution,  that  he  may  make  all  necessary  arrangements  to  be  in 
readiness  to  meet  his  engagements.  For  the  same  reason,  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, and  corporations,  should  pursue  a  similar  course,  lest,  when  the 
time  arrives  to  redeem  any  given  pledge,  they  may  not  be  ready  to  do  so. 
Suppose  this  company  shall  issue  certificates  to  be  endorsed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, payable  at  the  intermediate  periods  of  twelve  and  sixty  months,  and 
there  is  nothing  in  the  act  to  prevent  it,  is  it  dreamed  of  that  the  Territory 
could  discharge  them  at  maturity  ?  But  the  charter  requires  that  the  com- 
pany shall  take  care  to  pay  these  liabilities.  But  where  is  the  guarantee 
for  it  ?  This  Territory  is  not,  by  the  act,  declared  to  be  a  preferred  credi- 
tor, on  account  of  its  undertakings  and  liabilities ;  nor  is  there  a  lien  given 
by  which  the  mortgaged  property  of  the  company  can  be  resorted  to.  In 
the  event  of  any  resulting  default,  Florida  will  be  placed  in  the  attitude 
merely  of  a  general  creditor,  to  be  settled  with  just  as  other  claimants  and 
creditors  will  be.  The  only  penalty,  and  the  alone  security  to  be  relied  on 
for  neglecting  to  discharge  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  bonds,  is,  that 
the  Territory  is  authorized  to  have  the  privilege  of  a  law-suit  with  the 
company,  which  will  neither  preserve  credit,  nor  pay  the  debt  incurred 
by  the  guarantee. 

As  the  Legislature  at  the  session  of  1833  granted  a  charter  to  the  Union 
Bank,  which  has  given  facilities  and  benefits  to  this  section  of  country,  it 
is  insisted  that  like  advantages  should  be  extended  to  the  eastern  section  of 
Florida ;  and  arguments  have  been  thence  adduced  in  support  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  are  contained  in  the  act  under  consideration.  It  is  proper, 
therefore,  to  institute  a  comparison,  and  to  run  a  parallel,  by  which  mate- 
rial differences  will  be  seen  in  favor  of  the  safety  which  is  offered  to  the 
Territory  .by  the  one  which  is  not  contained  in  the  other. 

1.  Valuers  in  the  several  counties,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  and 
approved  by  the  Council,  are  m.ide  necessary,  that  no  mortgaged  estate  he 
imposed  for  discount  on  the  bank  beyond  its  probable  and  true"  value  ;  and, 
with  a  view  to  still  greater  caution,  the  directors  are  possessed  with  author- 
ity to  reduce  even  this  valuation  when  made.  The  act  before  me  contains 
no  such  wholesome  provisions. 

2.  Five  of  the  twelve  directors  chosen  to  supervise  the  concerns  of  the 
bank,  are  constituted  agents  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  on  behalf  of 
the  Territory,  who  are  chosen  annually  (not  during  good  behavior),  and 
whose  duty  it  will  he,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  known  any  practised 
wrong  on  the  part  of  the  board.  In  twelve  months  much  injury  and 
wrong  might  be  done,  and  yet  it  is  but  annually  that  the  public,  with  all  its 
weighty  responsibilities,  are  to  be  informed  of  the  state  and  condition  and 
situation  of  this  company.  The  Territory  should  have  directors  associa- 
ted who  are  not  stockholders,  and  who,  consequently,  will  be  without  inter- 
est and  motive  to  do  wrong,  that  her  rights  and  liabilities  may  be  guarded 
and  protected. 

3.  The  Territorial  bonds  issued  to  the  bank  arc  of  ascertained  amount, 
and  are  made  payable  at  distant  and  certain  periods,  so  that  if,  from  casu- 
alty or  mismanagement,  a  liability  shall  threaten  to  arise,  timely  notice 
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rtl  be  had  for  such  arrangements  to  be  gone  into  as  may  provide,  with 
certainty,  for  the  ultimate  redemption  of  those  obligations. 

1  One  million  of  dollars,  with  the  privilege  of  increasing  it  to  three,  is 
the  declared  capital  of  the  Union  Bank,  and  bonds  only  to  that  precise 
amount  are  appropriated  and  required  to  be  issued ;  whereas,  the  Trust 
company  may  increase  their  capital  from  two  to  four  millions,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor is  directed  to  guaranty  their  certificates  of  deposites  to  double  that 
amount 

o.  For  the  guarantee  given  to  the  bank  through  the  bonds  issued  by 
the  Territory,  a  lien  is  created,  in  the  8th  section  of  the  charter,  on  the 
mortgaged  property  of  its  debtors ;  and,  beside  this  most  salutary  arrange- 
ment, the  bank  has  undertaken  and  agreed  to  pay  a  bonus  of  a  moiety  of 
aUits  property,  which,  as  the  dividends  arc  retained,  and  are  hence  cu- 
anhtife, cannot  fail  to  be  considerable,  should  the  institution  be  prudently 
aad  intimately  managed. 

6.  That  the  people  generally  might  possess  themselves  of  the  privileges 

aad  advantages  intended  by  the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank,  it  is  provided, in 

fe  4th  section  of  the  act,  that  if  more  than  the  authorized  amount  of  stock 

via  subscribed  the  larger  stockholders  should  be  curtailed.     It  was  a  sal- 

:  WBBf  provision,  to  prevent  a  few  persons  from  monopolizing  privileges  and 

|  fl^Ma  vhich  were  intended  for  the  community  at  large.   The  trust-charter, 

aider  consideration,  contains  no  such  advantageous  restriction.  Ten  stock - 

hoMeo  (that  being  the  required  number  to  constitute  a  board  of  directors) 

■ay  engross  the  entire  stock  ;  and  having  engrossed  it,  are  clothed  with 

Cand  authority  to  wield  and  control  the  credit  and  liabilities  of  this 
>iy  to  the  enohnous  amount  of  eight  millions  of  dollars. 
This  hastilv-drawn  parallel  will  show  that,  while  valuable  safeguards 
!  at  contained  in  the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank,  that  of  the  Trust  company 
b  without  them.  One  other  might  have  been  beneficially  resorted  to — 
ip  inhibition  to  receive  real  estate  upon  mortgage,  unless  within  the  Ter- 
nary; and  it  is  a  provision  which  should  be  inserted  in  the  present  char- 
ier, or  otherwise  the  mortgages  received  may  be  situated  in  the  States  where 
«>  legislation  or  lien,  to  be  derived  under  the  charter,  can  be  rendered 
bailable.  The  property  being  mortgaged  to  the  company,  at  a  fair  valu- 
tton,and  being  within  your  jurisdiction  and  limits,  with  a  lien  created, 
no  objection  to  extending  the  guarantee  to  the  extent  of  their  valuation 
tta  li  perceived  ;  and  more  should  not  be  asked  ;  or,  if  asked,  should  not 
he  granted.  It  is,  proper,  also,  that  some  visitorial  right  be  retained,  espe- 
tiai/y  to  see  that  estates  be  not  pledged  to  the  company  at  too  extrava- 
pnt  a  valuation. 

JOHN  H.  EATON. 
Which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Wednesday,  Ftbruary  11. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Braden,  the  Housere- 
*>ted  itself  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  message  of  his  excellency 
fe  Governor,  of  the  luth  instant,  on  the  subject  of  an  act  to  incorporate 
fe  Southern  Lifij  Insurance  and  Trust  Company.  After  some  time  spent 
*«eiuT  ihe  committee  arose,  and  Mr.  Love  therefrom  reported  progress, 
tad  asked  leave  to  sit  again  ;  which  report  was  agreed  to. 

Thursday,  Ftbriutry  12. — Mr.  Braden  moved  that  a  committee  of  this 
Jfonse  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Governor,  and  inform  him  that  the 
suggestions  in  his  communication  respecting  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
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incorporate  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company ,"  have  Ik 
concurred  in  by  this  House,  and  to  request  his  excellency  to  return  ' 
said  act,  that  the  said  act  may  be  enrolled  conformably  to  said  amu 
ments ;  which  was  agreed  to.  Messrs.  Braden,  Downing,  and  Putin 
were  appointed  thereon. 

The  committee  reported  that  the  Governor  would  make  a  communi 
tion  to  this  House  forthwith  on  the  subject. 

His  excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  the  House,  by  Mr.  W 
ford,  his  private  secretary,  the  following  communication : 

Executive  Office,  February  12, 183E 
To  the  Legislative  Council  : 

I  return  to  you  the  act  asked  for,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate* 
Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company."  It  did  not  acconqa 
my  first  communication  made  to  you,  because  there  were  printed  biJH 
the  possession  of  the  House  which  afforded  all  the  information  which 
particular  enactment  of  the  enrolled  one  contained,  and  which  the  Cfli 
cil  could  require.  The  act  sent  to  me  was  not  disapproved;  my  mew 
contained  reasons  and  suggestions  which  I  thought,  if  adopted,  woukU 
prove  the  charter  of  the  act,  and  cany  more  effectually  and  securely  Ik 
objects  which  I  presumed  the  Legislature  had  in  view  in  passing  it.  Hea 
did  I  infer  that  neither  reason  nor  the  law  demanded  or  required  it  tc 
returned.  I  entertain  still  the  same  opinion,  and  comply  with  thereqa 
preferred  by  the  Council  more  in  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  courtesy  ti 
from  any  opinion  entertained  that  my  first  view  of  this  subject  is  a1 
incorrect 

JOHN  H.  EATON 

Which  was  read ;  whereupon,  Mr.  Downing  moved  that  the  House 
now  order  the  act  to  be  enrolled,  so  as  to  conform  to  the  amendments  j 
adopted;  which  motion  prevailed,  and  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Saturday,  February  14. — His  excellency  the  Governor  transmitter 
this  House,  by  Mr.  Wellford,  his  private  secretary,  the  following  com* 
nication : 

Executive  Office,  February  14, 18SE 
To  the  Legislative  Council: 

I  have  approved,  signed,  and  filed  with  the  Secretary,  the  following  J 
to  wit : 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Cc 
pany." 

JOHN  H.  EATOM 

[Extracts  from  the  Journals  of  1840.] 

Wednesday,  January  15. — His  excellency  the  Governor  transmitted 
the  House  the  following  communication  and  resolution  : 

To  the  honorable  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  both  branches  of  the  Legislative  Council  co% 
of  a  letter  and  resolution  received  yesterday  from  the  Secretary  of  StaH 
the  United  States. 
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In  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales.  December  30, 1S39. 

Kesohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  obtain 
the  constituted  authorities  in  Florida,  and  to  communicate  to  the  Sen- 
tfe  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  all  the  Territorial  bonds  issued  and  author- 
ed to  be  issued  in  that  Territory;  with  copies  from  the  Journals  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  showing  everything  that  was  done  in  authorizing  the 
woe  of  such  bonds,  with  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Council  at  the 
time,  and  their  votes  in  each  case  ;  the  names  of  the  Governors  who  may 
Vive  approved  laws  for  Jhe  issuing  of  Territorial  bonds,  or  who  may  have 
vgaed  or  endorsed  the  said  bonds :  also,  the  purposes  for  which  such  bonds  * 
wereJBoed;  and,  when  issued  in  favor  of  corporations,  the  names  of  the 
tapntions,  and  the  corporators,  and  their  officers,  and  the  use  made  of 
Mid  bonds ;  and  the  present  value  of  said  bonds  in  the  American  and 
markets,  with  the  condition  of  the  corporations  which  have  had 
fc  USB  of  said  bonds,  and  how  far  they  are  answering  the  purposes  for 
iUch  they  were  created :  also,  a  statement  of  all  the  acts  of  incorporation 
1HA  have  been  passed  by  the  said  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  since 
fc  third  day  of  March,  1823,  and  the  acts  in  amendment  thereof,  and 
ml  how  the  said  acts  were  "  reported  to  the  President  of  the  United 
is  be  laid  before  Congress." 

Attest:  ASBURY  DICKINS,  Secretary. 

Wtieh  were  read. 

Mr.  Ijancaster  moved  that  the  aforementioned  documents  be  laid  upon 
fcuUc. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  on  this  question  by  Messrs.  Blackburft 
i  nd  Anderson,  and  were — 

Tm»— Messrs.  Dubois,  Fitzpatrick,  Gibbs,  Lancaster,  Livingston,  Mar- 
I^McKinnon,  Mason,  Myers,  Nunis,  Putnam — 11. 

Sage — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Bell,  Blackburn,  Carter, 
ftrpisoo,  Irwin,  Meacham,  Suell,  Taylor,  Thigpin,  Walker,  and  Wil- 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ferguson,  said  documents  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
■tttee  on  Banks,  and  five  hundred  copies  of  the  resolution  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Thursday,  January  16,  1840.— Mr.  Blackburn,  from  the  Committee  on 
Bboks,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Banks,  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the 
■gm  of  the  Governor,  in  relation  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the 
Camel  States,  calling  for  information  on  the  subject  of  banks  and  other 
corporations  in  this  Territory,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  had  the 
under  consideration,  and  respectfully  recommend  the  following  reso- 


Re—lved,  That  the  Committee  on  Banks  be  instructed  to  obtain,  in  pur- 
of  said  resolution,  such  information  as  is  not  matter  of  record  in  the 
_  ire  office  ;  and  that  said  committee  be  authorized,  if  necessary,  to 
far  persons  and  papers,  to  administer  oaths,  to  take  the  testimony  of 
,  usei;  and  be  also  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk  or  clerks  while  engaged 
soch  duty :  and  they  be  instructed  particularly  to  inquire  and  report  the 
of  the  corporators  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  of  the  Union  Bank  oi 
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Florida,  and  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  and  1 
officers ;  and  the  use  made  of  said  bonds,  and  the  present  value  of 
bonds  in  the  American  and  European  markets ;  with  the  condition  at 
said  corporations,  arid  how  far  they  are  fulfilling  the  purposes  for  wi 
they  were  created. 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 


Which  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  said  resolution  read  and  old 
for  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Friday,  January  17,  1840. — The  resolution  reported  by  the  Qomm 
on  Banks  was  laid  on  the  (able  until  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  January  18,  1840. — The  House  went  into  Committee  d 
Whole  on  the  resolution  heretofore  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Bp 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick  in  the  chair.  After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  U 
of,  the  committee  rose,  and,  by  their  chairman,  reported  said  resolute 
the  House  amended. 

Upon  the  question  of  receiving  and  concurring  in  the  report  of  thf  i 
mittee,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Lancaster  and  B 
burn,  and  were — 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Bell.  Blackburn,  Of 
Irwin,  McRaney,  Mason,  Nunis,  Snell,  Tabor,  Taylor,  Thigpin,  Wi 
and  Williams — 16. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Fitzpatrick,  Gibbs.  Lancaster.  Livingston,  Martin, 
Kinnon,  Myers,  and  Putnam — 8. 

So  the  report  was  concurred  in,  and  said  resolution  adopted. 


No.  2. 


A  statement  of  all  the  acts  of  incorporation  which  have  been  passed  fe 
said  Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  since  the  3d  day  of  March,  1 
and  the  acts  in  amendment  thereof 

No.  20,  of  1623,  chapter  77. — An  act  to  incorporate  Floridian  Vl 
Lodge,  No.  28.  in  the  city  of  Saint  Augustine  ;  passed  June  25, 1823. 

No.  31,  of  1823,  chapter  88. — An  act  to  amend  an  "act,  entitled  ani 
incorporate  the  city  of  Pensacola,  and  improve  the  public  roads  ii 
neighborhood  thereof;"  passed  June  28,  1823. 

No.  39,  of  1823,  chapter  96. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Roman  Oat 
Congregation  of  Saint  Augustine;  passed  June  30, 1823. 

No.  40,  of  1823,  chapter  97. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  1 
copal  Congregation  of  the  city  of  Saint  Augustine  ;  passed  June  30, ; 

No.  17,  of  1823,  chapter  74. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Charitable 
ety  in  the  city  of  Saint  Augustine;  passed  July  1,  1823. 

No.  1,  of  1824,  chapter  "ll4. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Presbyt 
Congregation  of  the  city  of  Saint  Augustine ;  passed  November  17,  f| 

No.  9,  of  1824,  chapter  122. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Roman  ObI 
Congregation  of  the  city  of  Pensacola;  passed  December,  1824. 

No.  10,  of  1824,  chapter  123.— An  act  to  incorporate  the  CharitaH 
ciety  of  Saint  Augustine;  passed  December,  1824. 

No.  15,  of  1824,  chapter  128.— An  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  P 
cola,  and  improve  the  public  roads  in  the  neighborhood  thereof;  panec 
cember  10, 1824. 
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1824,  chapter  138. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Saint 
passed  December  21,  1824. 

r  1824,  chapter  158. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Roman  Catho- 
itioa  of  Saint  Augustine  ;  passed  December  24,  1824. 
(  1824,  chapter  165. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  For- 
med December  21,  1824. 

[  1885,  chapter  175. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Pensa- 
inpove  the  public  roads  in  the  neighborhood  thereof;  passed 
3,1825. 

of  1825,  chapter  193. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Jackson  Lodge 
Me,  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee ;  passed  December  6,  1825. 
i  1825,  chapter  202. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Talla- 
aed  December  5,  1825. 

rf  1825,  chapter  209. — An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  incorpo- 
ty of  Pensacola,  and  improve  the  public  roads  thereof;  passed 
10, 1825. 

if  182&-;27,  chapter  254. — An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An 
rporate  the  City  of  Saint  Augustine;"  passed  January  17,  1827. 
erf  l826-'279  chapter  255. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of 
e;  passed  January  10,  1827. 

if  1826-'27,  chapter  266. — An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An 
porate  the  City  of  Pensacola  ;"  passed  January  6,  1827. 

1827-28,  chapter  283. — An  act  to  amend,  and  in  addition  to  an 
i  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Saint  Augustine;"  passed 
»,  1827. 
f  l827-'28,  chapter  284. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate 

Tallahassee ;  passed  December  24,  1827. 
if  1827-28,  chapter  307. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Island  of 
"  January  8,  162a 


passed 
>f  1827- 


1827-528,  chapter  323. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Chipola 
pany,  with  powers  to  construct  a  canal  or  railway  between  the 
rer  and  the  eastern  arm  of  the  Saint  Andrew's  bay ;  passed  Jan* 

rf  1827-,28,  chapter  330. — An  act  to  incorporate  a  Wharf  Com- 
e  city  of  Pensacola;  passed  January  17;  1828. 
f  1829,  chapter  311. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Epis- 
gpgation  of  the  city  of  Pensacola ;  passed  14th  October,  1829. 
it  1329,  chapter  420. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Epis- 

fRgation  of  Tallahassee,  Saint  John's  Parish  ;  passed  30th  Octo- 

■ 

of  1829,  chapter  428. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Lafayette  Salt 

i tt Key  West;  passed  6th  November,  1829. 

of  1829,  chapter  436. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  West 

■ed  2d  November,  1829. 

ol  1829,  chapter  439. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Flori- 

> repeal  "an  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Florida ;"  passed  23d 

M828. 

i  of  1829,  chapter  452. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  West 

Puwd  I4th  November,  1829. 

M  1829,  chapter  450. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the 

Wot  Florida ;  passed  20th  November,  1829. 
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No.  49,  of  1829,  chapter  459. — An  act  to  incorporate  Webbvillc,  in  Jti 
son  county  ;  passed  November  19,  1839.  , 

No.  53,  of  1829,  chapter  463. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporated 
town  of  Magnolia;  passed  13th  November,  1829. 

No.  65,  of  1829,  chapter  475. — An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  to  inG 
porate  the  City  of  Pensacola  ;  passed  21st  November,  1829.  : 

An  act  to  alter  and  amend  au  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  West  Bflri 
and  for  other  purposes;  passed  January  13,  1831. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Tallahassee ;  paM 
February  13,  1831. 

An  act  to  amend  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Magnolia  ;*  jm 
February  9, 1831. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Jackson  Spring,  in  Hamilton  county;  jm 
February  4,  1831. 

Au  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Monticello,  in  Jefferson  county ;  pah 
February  4,  1831. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Ql 
cy;"  approved  November  21,  1828;  passed  February  7,  1831.  '* 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  incorporating  the  towns  of  Mafifli 
and  Webbvillc,  in  Jackson  county;  passed  February  9,  1831. 

An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Bank  of  P 
sacola;  passed  January  19,  1831.  l^ 

An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  be  entitled  "  The  Saint  Mark's  II 
igation  Company ;"  passed  February  12,  1831. 

An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  city  of  Saint  Augustine ;  passed  9 
uary31,  1831. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Fernandina ;  passed  February  10, 18 

An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  be  entitled  "The  Leon  RaiHi 
Company;"  passed  February  9,  1831. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Planters'  and  Citizens'  Canal  Company,  iaJ 
eastern  district  of  Florida ;  passed  February  8,  1831. 

An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  be  entitled  "The  Wacissa  and! 
cilia  Navigation  Company/'  passed  February  3,  1831. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  Pensacola  Academy ;  passed  t 
ruary  10,  1831. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  Leon  Academy;  passed  Febrnj 
10,  1831. 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  incorporating  the  Bank  of  West  ¥% 
da;  passed  February  10,  1831. 

No.  2  of  1S32. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tropical  Plant  Company 
Florida;  passed  January  14,  1832. 

No.  4  of  1832. — An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  charter  of  the  Ban! 
Pensacola  ;  passed  January  18,  1832. 

No.  5  of  1832. — An  act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  a  ctf 
pany,  to  be  entitled  "the  St.  Mark's  Navigation  Company ;"  passed  JaMI 
17,  1832. 

No.  13  of  1S32. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  Quincy  Ad 
emy ;  passed  January  23,  1832. 

No.  8  of  1So2.— An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  Jefferson  Cottl 
Academy ;  passed  January  18,  1832. 

No.  14  of  1S32.— An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Key  West;  pa* 
January  3, 1832. 
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So.  43  of  1832. — An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town  of  Magnolia ; 
pMed  January  16,  1832. 

No.  44  of  1832. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Ochesu  ;  passed  Feb- 
ratfy3, 1S32. 

No.  56  of  1S32. — An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  be  called  the  St. 
Andrews  and  Chipola  Canal  Company  ;  passed  February  3,  1832. 

No.  58  of  1832. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Leon  Railroad  Company ; 
pitted  February  6,  1S32. 

Ho.  70  of  1832. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jacksonville :  passed 
February  9, 1832. 

No.  74  of  1832. — An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee ; 
jned  February  9,  1832. 

No.  S9  of  1832. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the 
torn  of  Magnolia  ;  passed  February  11,  1832. 

No.  40  of  1833,  chapter  697. — An  net  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
fc  Union  Bank  of  Florida;  passed  February  12,  1833. 

No.  41  of  1S33,  chapter  698. — An  act  amendatory  to  the  several  acts  in- 
corporating the  Bank  of  West  Florida ;  passed  January  15,  1833. 

No.  43  of  1833,  chapter  700. — An  net  to  incorporate  the  Commercial 
Hnkof  Florida;  passed  January  31,  1833. 

So.  44  of  1833,  chapter  701. — An  act  to  amend  an  act.  entitled  "  An  act 
to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Florida,  and  to  repeal  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
Bmkot  Florida,"  passed  November  17, 1829 ;  passed  February  17,  1833. 

No.  45  of  1833,  chapter  702. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Congregation  of  Key  West;  passed  January  24,  1838. 

No.  46  of  1833,  chapter  703. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Columbia  Salt 
Company  of  Key  West ;  passed  February  17,  1833. 

No.  47  of  1833,  chapter  704. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  St.  John's  and 
8t  Augustine  Canal  Company  ;  passed  February  15,  1833. 

No.  48  of  1833,  chapter  705. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Marianna  Acad- 
passcd  January  31,  1833. 

So.  49  of  1833,  chapter  706. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian 
congregation  of  Tallahassee;  passed  February  13,  1833. 

No.  50  of  1833,  chapter  707. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  St. 
MiikV,  passed  January  26,  1833. 

No.  51  of  1S33,  chapter  708. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  St.  Au- 
gutme,Mid  to  repeal  the  act  entitled  "  A\i  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  St. 
■  Aoevstine."  approved  February  11,  1831:  passed  January  26,  1833. 

So.  52  of  1833,  chapter  709. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pcusacola, 
ad  to  repeal  (he  act  entitled  u  An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pensacola, 
«d improve  the  public  roads  in  the  neighborhood  thereof,"  approved  Decem- 
hvS,  JS25 ;  passed  February  16,  1833. 

No.  55  ot  1:»33,  chapter  712. — An  act  to  incorporate  Senybal  and  Mur- 
Of  lovns  ;  passed  February  17,  1833. 

So.  35  of  1834,  chapter  774. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  College  of  Pen- 
•eola ;  passed  February  8,  1834. 

No.  36  of  1S34,  chapter  775. — An  act  amendatory  to  the  act  incorpora- 
tor the  Trustees  of  the  Pcusacola  Academy,  approved  February  12,  1831 ; 
posed  February  14,  1834. 

No.  38  of  1834,  chapter  777. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jack- 
MovilJe;  passed  February  9,  1831. 

No.  *»  of  1834,  chapti-r  779.— An  act  to  incorporate  the  St.  Augustine 
Albeueiim;  passed  February  8.  1834. 
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No.  41  of  1834,  chapter  780. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  * 
to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Episcopal  congregation  in  the  city  of 
gustine ;"  passed  February  10,  1834. 

No.  42  of  1834,  chapter  781. — An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  of  1! 
corporating  the  city  of  St.  Augustine;  passed  February  II,  1834. 

No.  43  of  1834,  chapter  782. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  incorporat 
town  of  Marianna;  passed  February  11,  1834. 

No.  44  of  1834,  chapter  783. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of 
hoochie,  in  Gadsden  county  ;  passed  January  20,  1834. 

No.  45  of  1834,  chapter  784. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorpo 
town  of  St.  Marks;  passed  January  31,  1834. 

No.  50  oi  1834,  chapter  789. — An  act  in  addition  to  the  actincorf 
the  Layfayette  Salt  Company,  at  Key  West;  passed  February  12,  1 

No.  51,of  1834,  chapter  790. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Marine  i 
Company  of  the  city  of  Key  West ;  passed  February  14,  1834. 

No.  52  of  1834,  chapter  791. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Florida 
sula  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company  ;  passed  February  13,  18J 

No.  53  of  1834,  chapter  792. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Florida, 
ma,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company. 

No.  79  of'lb34,  chapter  818. — An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  th 
ty  of  Jackson  ;  passed  February  6,  1834. 

No.  80  of  1834,  chapter  819. — An  act  supplemental  to  the  charte: 
Merchants  and  Planters'  Bank  of  Magnolia ;  passed  February  15,  1 

No.  81  of  1834,  chapter  820.— An  act  supplemental  to  the  sere 
incorporating  the  Bank  of  Pensacola ;  passed  February  10,  1834. 

No,  82  of  1834,  chapter  821. — An  act  in  addition  to,  and  amenda 
the  charter  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida ;  passed  February  1 1,  18! 

No.  1  of  1835,  chapter  824. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  East  Floric 
road  Company;  passed  February  7.  1835. 

No.  2  of  1S35,  chapter  825. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Pensaci 
Perdido  Railroad  and  Canal  Company. 

No.  4  of  1835,  chapter  827. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Union  fi 
Company  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

No.  5  of  1835,  chapter  S28. — An  act  to  revive  an  act  to  incopor 
St.  Andrew's  and  Chipola  Canal  Company;  passed  February  10,  lfi 

No.  6  of  1835,  chapter  829.— An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  to 
ed  the  Lake  Winnico  and  St.  Joseph's  Canal  Company ;  passed  F< 
11,  1835. 

No.  7  of  1835,  chapter  830. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Escambia 
factoring  Company ;  passed  February  11,  1835. 

No.  8  of  1835,  chapter  831. — An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitle 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida  ;w 
February  14,  1835. 

No.  9  of  1835,  chapter  832.'—  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  " 
to  incorporate  the  Florida  Peninsula  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Cone 
approved  February  15, 1835  ;  passed  February  13,  1835. 

No.  10  of  1835,  chapter  833. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorpoi 

wn  of  Jacksonville ;  passed  February  10,  1835. 

No.  11  of  1835,  chapter  834. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Pond  Crc 
Black  water  River  Canal  Company  ;  passed  February  18,  1835. 

No.  12  of  1835,  chapter  835. — An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  ii 
rating  the  town  of  Appalachicola ;  passed  February  9, 1835. 


17  [  447  ] 

1835,  chapter  836. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Jack- 
issed  February  10,  1835. 

1535,  chapter  837.—  An  act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act  entitled 
incorporate  a  company, entitled  'The  Wacissa  and  Auscilla 
Company;'"  passed  February  4,  1835. 

1835,  chapter  838. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Methodist  Epis- 
h  in  St.  Augustine ;  passed  January  12,  1835. 
1835,  chapter  839. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  St.  Augustine 
tpany  •  passed  January  26,  1835. 

1835,  chapter  840. — An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 

te  the  City  of  Key  West;"  passed  January  24,  1835. 

1835,  chapter  841. — An  act  conferring  additional  powers  on  the 

of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine ;  passed  January  31,  1835. 

1835,  chapter  842. — An  act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act  entitled 

incorporate  the  town  of  Monticello,  in  Jefferson  county  ;"  passed 


'  1835,  chapter  843. — An  act  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  Bank 
i,  and  to  amend  the  laws  incorporating  said  bank,  and  for  other 
Missed  February  13,  1335. 

1 1836,  chapter  921. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
ate  a  company  to  be  called  the  Lake  Wimieo  and  St.  Joseph's 

riny  ;"  approved  February  11,  1835— passed  January  14, 1836. 
1836,  chapter  946.— An  act  to  amend"  the  charter  of  the  Union 
lerida;  pissed  February  5,  1836. 

rf  1836,  chapter  947. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  St.  Jo- 
nd  January  11,  1836. 

of  1836,  chapter  916. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
rag  the  town  of  Appalachicola ;"  passed  February  10,  1836. 
of  1836,  chapter  949.— An  act  to  alter  the  charter  of  the  Life  fo- 
ld Trust  Company ;  passed  February  10,  1836. 
of  1836,  chapter  966. — An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Central  Bank  of 
pund  February  1&  1836. 

I  of  1836,  chapter  971. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  St.  Augustine 
fall  Railroad  Company;  passed  February  8,  1836. 
I  of  1836,  chapter  972. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  St. 
i  land  February  12,  1836. 

*«f  1836,  chapter  973. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Florida  Insur- 
tibking  Company ;  passed  February  14,  1836. 
iW  1836,  chapter  976. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  St.  Joseph  In* 
ftapany;  passed  February  12,  1836. 

*  of  1836,  chapter  977. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Key 
M  January  22,  1836. 

'•f  1837.— An  act  to  amend  u  An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of 
*;•  passed  27th  January,  1837. 

tf  1837. — An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  incorporating  the  town 
alb,  Jefferson  comity  ;  passed  27th  January,  1837. 
af  1837.— An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Tallahassee  Railroad 
1 ;  approved  3d  February,  1837. 
•f  1837. — An  ad  to  incorporate  the  town  of  St.  Marks  ;  approved 

nwy,  1837. 

I  of  1887*— An  act  to  incorporate  the  Florida  Transportation  Com- 

Rmed  12th  February,  1837. 
2 


• 
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No.  12  of  1837. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorpor 
a  company  to  be  called  the  St.  Andrews  and  Chipola  Canal  company  ;* 
proved  February  12,  1837. 

No.  13  of  1837. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Florida  Insurance  Comp 
at  Tallahassee;  approved  February  12,  1837. 

No.  14  of  1837.— An  act  to  incorporate  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Flori 
approved  12th  February,  1837. 

No.  19  of  1837. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  toincorpo 
the  Bank  of  Jacksonville;"  approved  February  12,  1637. 

No.  20  of  1837. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorpa 
the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida ;"  approved  February 
1837. 

No.  21  of  1837. — An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  incorporating' 
Lake  Wimico  and  St.  Joseph  Canal  and  Railroad  Company ;  appM 
February  12,  1837. 

No.  22  of  1837. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend 
charter  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  appnt 
February  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six  ;"  approved  12th  i 
ruary,  1837. 

No.  25  of  1837. — An  act  to  amend  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  St  AtJ 
tine  and  Picolata  Railroad  Company  ;"  approved  February  12,  1837v 

No.  26  of  1837. — An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  heretofore 
relation  to  the  Bank  of  Pensacola ;  approved  February  12,  1837. 

No.  27  of  1837.— An  act  to  incorporate  the  East  and  South  FT* 
Canal  Company ;  approved  February  12,  1837. 

No.  28  of  1837. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Marine  Insurance  BatB 
Appalachicola ;  approved  February  10,  1837. 

No.  29  of  1837. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Southern  College  of  SU 
gnstine;  approved  February  11,  1837. 

No.  31  of  1837. — An  act  to  amend  the  charier  of  the  city  uf  FninTl 
approved  1 1th  February,  1837. 

No.  32  of  1837. — An  act  to  revive  and  amend  "  An  act  incorporating 
town  of  Marianna ;  approved  the  1 1th  February,  1837. 

No.  40  of  1337. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Episcopal  (%' 
in  the  city  of  St.  Joseph  ;  approved  11th  February,  1837. 

No.  42  of  1837.— An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Quincy ;  appc 
February  12,  1837. 

No.  44  of  1837. — An  act  to  amend  the  incorporation  of  the  city  * 
Joseph;  approved  12th  February,  1837.  .- 

No.  45  of  1837. — An  act  to  amend  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  0*1 
Bank  of  Florida ;"  approved  12th  February,  1837.  ^ 

No.  47  of  1837. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Franklin  Insurant^  £ 
pany;  Approved  12th  February,  lb37. 

No.  48  of  1837. — An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  far  the  establish* 
of  a  ierry  across  the  Ancilla  river,  at  the  Flat  Ford,  in  Jefferson  C0B> 
approved  11th  February,  1837.  i 

No.  52  of  1837. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Lumber  C 
pany  ;  approved  12th  February,  1837. 

No.  53  of  1837. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Episcopal  Church  in  tbiP 
of  Appalachicola:  approved  11th  February,  1837. 

No.  57  of  1837. — An  act  to  incorporate  Readsville,  at  the  Gadsden  Sf 
in  Columbia  ;  approved  February  12, 1837. 
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\a  2  of  1838. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  St.  Augustine;"  approved  January  13, 
1835;  passed  January  9,  1838. 

No.  7  of  183S. — An  net  further  to  amend  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  La- 
lijwie  Salt  Company  of  Key  West-"  approved  12th  November,  1829; 
fused  January  23,  1S38. 

No.  9  of  1SS8. — An  act  amendatory  to  the  several  acts  incorporating  the 
city  of  St.  Joseph  ;  passed  January  25,  1838. 

No.  10  of  18*8. — An  ad  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Bank  oi  Jacksonville;  approved  February  14,  1835."  Passed  January 
«,lStf. 

No.  18  of  1S38. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate 
theory  of  Appalachicola;"  passed  January  31,  1838. 

Na  19  of  133S. — An  act  concerning  corporations ;  passed  February  2, 
1838. 

No  21  of  1833. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Floridu  Peninsular  Railroad 
ad  Steamboat  Company;  passed  5th  February,  1838. 

No.  22  of  1 838. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Southern  Joint  Stock  Cora- 
ptty,  for  the  establishment  of  certain  manufactories,  and  other  works,  and 
fa  encouragement  of  labor  in  Florida;  passed  5th  February,  1838. 

So.  28  of  1838. — An  act  to  charter  and  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the 
St.  Andrew's  College  in  West  Florida  ;  passed  6th  February,  1838. 

Not  31  of  1833. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tropical  Plant  Company  of 
Florida:  passed  February  6,  183S.  . 
No  33  of  1838. — An  act  to  change  the  corporate  name  and  style  of  the 

Fend  Creek  and  Black  Water  River  Canal  Company;  and  tor  other  purposes ; 
.  paed  February  7,  1838. 

\    No.  38  of  183$. — An  act  siiDplemental  to  the  several  acts  incorporating 
.  fc Bank  of  Pensacola;  passed  February  9,  1838 

J|    No.  41  of  1838.— An  act  to  amend  an  act  tc  incorporate  the  Farmers1 
;  Jtok  of  Florida;  passed  February  9,  1838. 

„{    No.  in  of  1838.— An  act  to  incorporate  tile  Alachua  Land  Company: 
"  fWBd  February  9,  1838. 

*>     No.  43  of  1838. — An  act  to  amend  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Roman 
fc|  Cothotic  congregation  of  the  city  of  Peisacola ;  passed  February  10,  1838. 
g,     Ha  44  of  IS3S. — Au  act  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
•     mthedtocessof  Florida  ;  passed  February  10,  1638. 
.ci     No.  45  of  1838. — An  act  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Southern 

j  life  lowioce  and  Trust  Company ;  passed  February  10,  1838. 
J     No.  52  of  1838. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Florida  Steampacket  Asso- 

'  «**;  poised  February  10,  1838. 

,1      No. 53  of  183S. — Au  act  to  repeal  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  stockhold- 
er dike  Union  Bank  of  Florida,"  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  establishment 
ofa kinchin  Marianna;  passed  February  10,  1838. 
*•■  M  of  183S.— An  act  to  incorporate  the  Dade  Institute  of  Florida ; 
■*  February  10,  1838. 

No.  fa  of  1838. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Key  West ;  passed 
«tawy  u,  1838# 

J*Hof  1838. — An  act  to  amend  "  An  act  incorporating  the  Bast  and 
8"J*  Rwdi  Canal  Company  ;"  passed  February  11,  1838. 
N°- 60  of  1838. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Pensacola  City  Company ; 
'P*uwylll183& 
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No.  61  of  1S38. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorpoi 
the  Southern  College  at  St.  Augustine:"  approved  February  11,  18! 
passed  February  1 1,  1838. 

No.  14  of  1839. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorpo 
the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida ;"  approved  March  1,  18S 

No.  15  of  1839. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Appalachicola  ; 
proved  March  4,  1839. 

No.  16  of  1839. — An  act  to  prevent  the  future  exercise  of  corpc 
privileges  by  certain  banking  corporations ;  approved  March  4,  1839. 

No.  18  of  1839. — An  act  to  create  a  body  corporate  and  politic  bj 
name  of  the  "  St.  Joseph's  Chamber  of  Commerce  ;"  approved  March  2, 1 

No.  21  of  1839. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Ocilla  Academy,  in  theo 
ty  of  Jefferson  ;  approved  February  29,  1839. 

No.  22  of  1839. — An  act  to  establish  an  academy  on  the  MickflB 
Lake,  in  the  county  of  Leon,  and  to  incorporate  the  trustees  thereof) 
proved  February  25,  1839. 

No.  23  of  1839. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Call 
Academy,  in  the  county  of  Madison ;  approved  February  23,  1839. 

No.  25  of  1839. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Alachua  Academy  ;  appn 
February  23,  1839. 

No.  26  of  1839. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  PresbyU 
Church,  in  Tallahassee  ;  approved  March  2,  1839.  * 

No.  27  of  1839. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian  congregatiD 
Mandarin ;  approved  February  8,  1839. 

No.  28  of  1839. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Obi 
at  Jacksonville ;  approved  February  23,  1839.  ' 

No.  29  of  1839. — An  act  to  incorporate  St.  Paul's  Church,  at  Qui 
Florida ;  approved  February  28,  1839.     , 

No.  30  of  1839. — An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Newnansville  j 
proved  February  25, 1839. 

No.  31  of  1839.— An  act  to  amend  an  act  passed  January  31,  1888t 
titled, «  An  act  to  incorporate  Oie  city  of  Appalachicola  f  approved  Man 
1839. 

No.  32  of  1839. — An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  incorporating 
town  of  Marianna;  approved  Maith  4,  1839. 

No.  33  of  1839. — An  act  to  amenA  the  act  incorporating  the  city  fl* 
Joseph's :  approved  March  1, 1839. 

No.  34  of  1839.— An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pensacola,  and  m 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pensacola,  and  tap 
the  public  roads  in  the  neighborhood  thereof,"  approved  Februarf 
1833;  approved  March  2,  1839.  » 

No.  36  of  1839. — An  act  supplemental  to  the  act  incorporating  tbi 
fayette  Salt  Company,  at  Key  West;  approved  February  25,  1839/ 

No.  36  of  1839.— An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  hicof]H 
the  St.  Andrew's  and  Chipola  Canal  Company ;"  approved  March  4,  t 

No.  37  of  1839. — An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  to  incorpotart* 
Lake  Winnico  and  St.  Joseph  Canal  and  Railroad  Company ;  «MN 
March  4,  1839. 

No.  53  of  1833,  chapter  711. — An  act  to  amend  the  seVetal  feetstt 
porating  the  town  of  Appalachicola,  and  for  other  purpose* ;  posted  P& 
ry  15, 1833. 

No.  54  of  1834,  chapter  793.— An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tfcllafefti 
Railroad  Company ;  passed  February  6, 1834 
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836,  chapter  826.— An  act  to  incorporate  the  Southern  Life 
d  Trust  Company ;  passed  February  12,  1835. 
1837. — An  act  to  establish  an  academy  in  the  county  of  Gads- 
ncorporate  the  trustees  thereof;  passed  February  11,  1837. 


No.  3. 


Union  Bank  op  Florida,  April  16, 1834. 

ting  of  the  board  of  directors,  held  this  day,  the  following 
as  adopted : 

That  the  president  of  this  bank  address  a  letter  to  the  Govern- 
rritory,  requesting  him  to  issue  three  hundred  and  sixty  bonds 
sand  dollars  each,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
le  bank  in  the  10th,  12th,  and  13th  sections. 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President 

Union  Bank  op  Florida,  April  16, 1834. 

will  receive  above  a  copy  of  a  resolution,  passed  by  the  board 
of  this  bank,  requesting  that  you  will  issue  three  hundred 
ods  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
nd  13th  sections  of  the  charter. 

[  every  assistance  necessary  for  the  preparation  and  execution 
ds,  1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  fellow-citizen, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President. 
lency  Gov.  Duval. 


Executive  Office, 

Talla/iassee,  April  16, 1834. 

re  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
le  resolution  of  the  board  of  directors,  requesting  the  Govern- 
writory  of  Florida  to  issue  three  hundred  and  sixty  bonds  of 
d  dollars  each,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  char- 
nion  Bank  of  Florida,  in  the  10th,  12th,  and  13th  sections  of 
afcresaid.  The  bonds  required  by  the  resolution  referred  to 
this  day,  and  will  be  delivered  according  to  the  desire  of  the 

stance  is  thankfully  accepted  in  the  preparation  necessary  to 

nvf  those  bonds. 

Kctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  P.  DUVAL. 

JAMBLE,  Esq., 

t$U  of  the  Union  Banlc  of  Florida. 


Union  Bank  of  Florida,  April  16, 1834. 

received  of  his  Excellency  Wm.  P.  Duval,  Governor  of  the 
Florida,  three  hundred  and  sixty  bonds  of  one  thousand  dol- 
ttring  interest  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  half  year- 
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If,  and  payable  to  the  order  of  the  president,  directors,  and  company 
the  Union  Bank  of  Florida.  Of  these,  ninety  bonds  are  payable  on 
first  day  of  January,  1858 ;  ninety  are  payable  on  the  first  day  of  Jai 
ry,  1860 ;  ninety  are  payable  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1862;  and  n 
ty  are  payable  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1864.  These  bonds  are  d 
on  this  day,  and  are  numbered  from  No.  1  to  No.  360,  inclusive  ;  and  I 
been  issued  to  the  order  of  the  board  of  directors  of  this  bank,  in  c 
pliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  said  bank. 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Presider, 

1,  John  G.  Gamble,  president  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  do  he? 
acknowledge  to  have  received  of  John  H.  Eaton,  Governor  of  Florida 
hundred  and  forty  bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  numbered  as 
lows,  to  wit :  from  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  to  one  thousand, 
numbers  inclusive.  The  said  bonds,  amounting  to  six  hundred  ana  ; 
thousand  dollars,  have  been  issued  by  said  John  H.  Eaton  and  rece 
by  me,  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  by  the  Governor 
Legislative  Council  of  Florida  on  the  13th  day  of  February,  1833, 
tied  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Flori 

Given  under  my  hand  this  10th  day  of  February,  18353 

[  l.  s.  ]  the  seal  of  said  Union  Bank. 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Preside* 

MEMORANDUM. 

On  the  29th  April,  1835,  Governor  Eaton  endorsed  five  hundred  I* 
of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  as  provided  for  by  an  act  entitled, il  An  a 
increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  to  amend  the 
incorporating  said  bank,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  passpd  February 
1835,  and  approved  February  14,  1835. 

Said  bonds  being  marked  as  follows :  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  and  numbered 
1  to  100,  both  inclusive,  of  each  letter;  and  on  the  21st  of  May,  1835, 
endorsements  were  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  Florida,  and  o« 
21st  and  22d  May,  1835,  the  seal  of  the  Territory  was  affixed  thei 
and  on  the  said  last  day  they  were  delivered  to  Walter  Gregory,  presi 
of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola. 

R.  G.  WELLFORD,  Pr.  & 


Union  Bank  op  Florida,  January  28, 183 

Sir:  The  first  Monday  in  February  is  designated  for  the  electic 
seven  directors  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  to  be  chosen  by  the  si 
holders ;  and  previous  thereto,  it  is  necessary  that  the  fire  director 
the  part  of  the  Territory  should  be  appointed/  I,  therefore,  take  the 
erty  of  handing  a  list  of  the  names  of  sucli  subscribers  to  that  bank  as 
presenting  the  appraisements  of  their  property,  have  evinced  an  inteC 
of  becoming  stockholders.  I  know  that  their  appraisements  will  lie 
sented,  but  it  is  also  known  that  many  who  have  subscribed  do  not  D 
to  perfect  the  measures  necessary  to  make  them  stockholders  ;  and,  ftf 
charter  requires  that  the  directors  shall  be  taken  from  the  latter  cla 
have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  send  you  this  list. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Preside* 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Duval. 
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of  such  subscribers  to  the  stock  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida  as 
evinced  their  determination  to  become  stockholders  by  furnishing 
appraisements,  fyc. 


Jefferson  co 

unty. 

. 

Gadsden  county. 

m  loth  well 

-    11  shares. 

James  P.  Poythup 
James  Thurmend 

-    13  shares 

tadB.  Vass 

-  133 

(< 

-    21 

a 

GL  (amble 

-  594 

it 

James  H.  Hext 

-     12 

a 

.Stephens 
RNuttall 

-    68 

<< 

P.  H.  Wooten 

-    35 

a 

-  290 

tt 

John  C.  Love 

-    29 

tt 

t  (table 

-  618 

a 

John  Edwards 

-    11 

a 

d  Langley 

-    66 

it 

Chas.  H.  Dupont 

-    50 

a 

L  Cuthbert 

-  208 

it 

J.  A.  Wooten  - 

-    66 

tt 

Gbdsden 

-  101 

tt 

Henry  Gee 

-    78 

tt 

P.  Randolph 

-    60 

n 

Wm.  Maner     - 

-  174 

tt 

S.  B.  Wilson  - 

-    18 

tt 

2,149 

u 

Joseph  McBride 

-    61 

u 

Wm.  Norwood 

-    46 

a 

Leon  county. 

James  Gibson 

-    19 

it 

F.  Fitzgerald 

-  131 

tt 

m  Brown 

-  120  shares. 

F.  Preston,  jr. 

-    71 

u 

if.  Ward 

-    97 

tt 

R.  H.  Blount  - 

-    10 

it 

A.  Thompson 

-    20 

tt 

D.  S.  McBride 

-    48 

it 

P.DQval 

-    39 

tt 

Ulen,R.  Lewis 

'J429 

a 

883 

it 

dm.  H.  Duval 

Fayette  county. 

705 

tt 

Sampson  Pope 

-    28s 

hares 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE; 

,  President. 

RECAPIT1 

[JLATION. 

Jefferson  count) 

r 

-  2,149  shares. 

Leon  county 

- 

-    705      " 

Gadsden  county 

» 

-    883      " 

Fayette  county 

-      28      " 

3,765      " 

Union  Bank  op  Florida,  January  21, 1835. 

1: 1  herewith  transmit  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  stockholders  in 
fiion  Bank  of  Florida  who  have  perfected  their  titles,  and  are  own- 
f  twenty  shares  and  upward. 

ie  names  of  such  stockholders  as  have  had  titles  approved,  but  have 
W  returned  their  mortgages  with  certificate  of  being  recorded,  and 
■nes  of  females  who  are  stockholders,  are  excluded  from  the  list 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President. 

» Excellency  John  H.  Eaton, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 


[*&J 
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A  list  ef  stockholders  owning  twenty  share*  and  upward  m  the  stoa 

Union  Bank  of  Florida. 


Leon  county. 

Wm.  B.  Nuttall 

John  A.  Cuthbert 

Thomas  Brown 

C.  W.  Stevens 

B,.  C.  Allen 

Rob.  Gamble 

Romeo  Lewis 

Dan.  Bird 

S.  H.  Duval 

Adm.  Wyrick 

H.  W.  Braden 

Sam.  Langley 

Joshua  Croom 

Tom  Peter  Randolph 

John  Williams  Lea 

Achille  Murat 

Canada  Rouse 

Paul  Ulmer 

A.  F.  Duval 

F.  C.  Priolean 

David  M.  Graham 

James  Gadsden 

Win.  Wyatt 

Edmund  B.  Yas» 

Augustus  Alston 

C.  D.  Jacminot 

Tom  Peter  Chadres 

Jos.  B.  Watts 

Arthur  Macon 

Jackson  county- 

Gadsden  county* 

T.  <fc  J.  B.  Watson 

Wm.  M aner 

John  W.  Campbell* 

Jos.  McBride 

Sampson  Pope 

David  S.  McBride 

Wm.  S.  Mooring 

Chas.  H.  Dupont 

Wm.  S.  Pope 

Jesse  McCall 

Jas.  J.  Pitman 

Thos.  Preston# 

Peter  Simons 

P.  Fitzgerald 

Jacob  Robinson 

John  C.  Love 

P.  W.  Gautier,  sr- 

Henry  Gee 

P.  W.  Gautier,  jr. 

Jas.  A.  Wooten 

Thos.  Orman 

S.  B.  Wilson 

Andrew  Young 

F.  Armistead# 

Wm.  Sloane 

J.  T.  J.  Wilson 

Jos.  Russ. 

Wm.  Norwood 

P.  H.  Wooten 

Madison  county. 

Jas.  Wilson 

Stephen  Paramore 

John  Miller 

John  C.  McGehee 

Jefferson  county. 

Thos.  Livingston 

Wm.  Livingston 

John  G.  Gamble 

Jas.  B.  Mays 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE, 

Presft  Union  Bank  of 


♦  These  have  removed  from  the  Territory. 
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Union  Bank  op  Florida, 

Tallahassee,  January  19?  1838. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  you  a  list  of  the  stockholders 
this  institution  owning  twenty  shares  and  upward,  out  of  which  a 
lection  is  to  be  made  of  directors  for  the  ensuing  year  on  the  part  of  the 
erritory. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

JOHN  PARKHILL,  Cashier. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Floi\ 


ttrf  of  stockholders  in  the   Union  Bank  of  Florida,  owners  of  twenty 

shares  and  upward. 

January  12, 1838. 


Fabian  Armistead 

Augustus  Alston 

Bobert  W.  Alston 

Rich.  C.  Allen 

H.  W.  Braden 

Thos.  A.  Bradford 

Edw.  Bradford 

Simons  J.  Baker 

8am.  C.  Bellamy 

Dan.  Bird 

Thomas  Brown 

John  W.  Bush 

John  R.  Chapman     * 

Tom  Peter  Chaires 

Joshua  Croom,  dee'd 

Wms.  S.  Dickson 

C.  H.  Dupont 

Alex.  F.  Duval 

J.  D.  Edwards 

F.  Fitzgerald 

John  G.  Gamble 

James  Gadsden 

Peter  W.  Gautier,  sr. 

Peter  W.  Gautier,  jr. 

Octavius  H.  Gadsden 

Henry  Gee 

Wm.  D.  Harrison,  dee'd 

Rob.  L.  Harrison 

Rob.  Gamble 

Dennis  Hankins 

Richaid  Hayward 

J.  Hunter 

Claude  D.  Jacminot 

John  Wms.  Lea 

Win.  Livingston 


Thos.  Livingston 
John  C.  Love 
Jesse  McCall 
Wm.  Maner 
James  B.  Mays 
Banks  Meacham 
John  C.  McGehee  ■ 
Jos.  McBride 
David  S.  McBride 
John  Miller 
Wm.  S.  Mooting 
John  McLemore,  dee'd 
Achille  Murat 
Thos.  Monroe 
Malcolm  Nicholson 
Wm.  B.  Nuttall's  estate 
Thomas  Orman 
Orman  <fc  Young 
Stephen  Panamore 
Samuel  Parkhill 
John  Parkhill 
F.  C.  Priolean 
Jas.  J.  Pittman 
Sampson  Pope,  dee'd 
Wm.  S.  Pope 
T.  P.  Randolph 
Jas.  H.  Randolph 
Canada  Rouse 
Jacob  Robinson 
Joseph  Russ 
M.  C.  <fe  G.  Stephens 
Peter  Simons 
Thomas  Simsoa 
Elizabeth  Tanner 
Paul  Ulmer 
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LIST  OP  STOCKHOLDERS— Continued. 


Edw.  B.  Vass 

John  T.  J.  Wilson 

Jas.  Watson 

Sam.  B.  Wilson 

Terry  B.  Watson,  dec'd 
Jos.  B.  Watts 

Adam  Wyrick 
E.  K.  Wirt 

Geo.  W.  Ward,  dec'd 

Jesse  J.  Williams 

Geo.  T.  Ward 

Benj.  F.  Witner 

R.  Y.  Wellford 

Collins  Woodbury 

Wm.  Wyatt 

Andrew  Young. 

Union  Bank  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee j  January  23, 

Sir  :  I  now  enclose  a  list  of  stockholders  of  the  Union  Bank  < 
da  holding  twenty  shares  of  stock  and  upward,  out  of  which  p 
lect  directors  for  the  ensuing  year  on  the  part  of  the  Territory. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

JOHN  PARKHILL,  Q 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Flor. 

List  of  stockholders  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida  holding  tweru 

and  upward  of  stock. 


Augustus  Alston 
R.  W.  Alston 
R.  C.  Allen 
H.  W.  Braden 
T.  A.  Bradford 
S.  J.  Baker 
Wm.  Bailey 
Sam.  S.  Bellamy 
Dan.  Bird 
Thomas  Brown 
A.  M.  Gatlin 
A.  B.  Blackwell 
J.  R.  Chapman 
T.  P.  Chaires 
Chas.  H.  Dupont 
J.  D.  Edwards 
John  Carney 
J.  A.  Craig 
Jesse  Coe 
L.  Church 
A.  F.  Duval 
F.  Eppes 
F.  Fitzgerald 


J.  G.  Gamble 
Rob.  Gamble 
James  Gadsden 
P.  W.  Gautier,  sen. 
P.  W.  Gautier,  jr. 
O.  H.  Gadsden 
H.  Gee 
James  Gibson 
Dennis  Hankins 
John  Havis 
Rich.  Hayward 
James  Hunter 
John  Ingraham 
John  W.  Lea 
Thos.  Livingston 
Jesse  McCall 
Wm.  Maner 
James  B.  Mays 
Banks  Meacham 
J.  C.  McGetyee 
Jos.  McBride 
D.  S.  McBride 
John  Miller 
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LIST  OF  STOCKHOLDERS— Continued. 


J.  L  McKennon 

Wm.  S.  Mooring 

Jas.  McLeinore,  dec'd 

A.  Murat 

M.  Nicholson 

Maiy  W.  Nuttail 

Orman  &  Young 

Sam.  Parkhill 

John  Parkhill 

Edward  W.  Peyton 

F.  C.  Priolean 

J.  G.  Pittman 

W.  D.  Price 

W.  S.  Pope 

J.  H.  Randolph 

Thos.  Randall 

Canada  Rouse 

Jacob  Robinson 

Jos.  Russ 

J.  H.  Seabrook 

Peter  Simmons 

Paul  Ultner 

E.  B.  Vass 

J.  Watson  &  T.  B.  Watson 

J.  B.  Watts 

Geo.  W.  Ward 

Geo.  T.  Ward 

R.  Y.  Wellford 

Wm.  Wyatt 

J.  T.  J.  Wilson 

A.  Wyrick 
E.  K.  Wirt 

B.  P.  Whitner 
H.  T.  Wyatt 
Andrew  Young 
Minor  Walker 
T.  J.  Linton 

J.  R.  Scott 
Edw.  Bradford 
Wesley  Adams 
Chas.  Barrington 
J.  W.  Dabney 
Wm.  Copeland 
Ebn.  Folsom 
Isaiah  Johnson 
Luke  I«ott 
P.  H.  Harley 
J.  L.  Hart 
Wm.  W.  Hart 


Thos.  Moore 
Donald  McLean 
Wm.  H.  Mathers 
Levi  J.  G.  Lesby 
W.  B.  McCall 
Edw.  P.  Grant 
Sam.  R.  Richardson 
Rich.  Van  Brunt 

A.  R.  Ransom 
Burton  <fc  Zeigler 
J.  M.  Gilchrist 
Isaac  R.  Harris 
Thos.  White 
John  Branch 

R.  H.  Bradford 
David  Brown 
Thos.  Baltzell 
Thos.  King 
K.  Bunbry 
E.  Blackburn 
L.  H.  Branch 
Wm.  T.  Bos  tick 
Jas.  L.  Bond 
John  Cooke 
Jas.  B.  Coffin  &  Co. 
Silas  H.  Courtney 
Chas.  Cole 
Eph.  Dawkins 

B.  Croom 
Jas.  W.  Daniel 
Henry  Doggett 
Jacob  Elliott 
Ed.  Footman 
James  Green 
B.  W.  Ganz 
Geo.  Graves 

G.  W.  Holland 
Thos.  L.  Hall 
Ed.  Houston 
Ed.  Hamilton 
Wm.  Hall 
John  Jenkins 
Dan.  L.  Kennan 
Henry  L.  Linton 
Rich.  H.  Long 
A.  H.  Lanier 
Luke  G.  Lamb 
K.  M.  Moore 
J.  B.  Taylor 
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LIST  OP  STOCKHOLDERS— Continued. 


J.  H.  F.  Larimore 
Jesse  Lott 
Dan.  T.  Lingo 
Isaac  L.  Mills 
Jas.  J.  McMillin 
Reuben  Manning 

D.  H.  Mays 
Rich.  Mays 

E.  J.  Mays 
Dan.  McRaney 
S.  S.  Overstreet 
John  Patterson 
R.  J.  Roberts 
Gab.  Raguin 

A.  &  E.  Shepard 
John  Smith 
A.  fiadbury 
John  Stewart 
J.  L.  Stewart 
Jacob  Shoburn 
Rich.  Smith 
D.  D.  Sturgis 
S.  W.  Snell 
S.  Saunders 
A.  B.  Shehee 
J.  H.  Shehee 

F.  A.  Simpson 
Jas.  F.  Trotter 
John  Taylor 

Dr.  Simon  Taylor 
Wm.  Thompson 
John  S.  Taylor 


R.  W.  Williams 

D.  C.  Wilson 

Perry  G.  Wall 

Geo.  Wyche 

Chas.  B.  West 

Henry  Wood 

W.  P.  Craig 

Wm.  Treadwell 

Til.  Purify 

B.  &  J.  Manning 

D.  H.  Vinton 

N.  W.  Christman 

Corn.  Beasly 

John  W.  Hall 

Rob.  Larkin 

R.  C.  Adams 

Goodwin  &  Dickson 

John  Judge 

Hall,  Saunders,  &  Hall 

Wm.  Glassaway 

Jeham  Johnson 

Philip  Blount 

H.  W.  Nesbit 

M.  Hukins 

Jos.  Moore 

Rob.  Wilson 

Jesse  Yoin 

Tandy  R.  Freeman 

Alex.  Love 

John  Smith  of  Gadsden 

John  A.  Cuthbert 

Freeman  Fitzgerald. 


No.  4. 


Executive  Office,  February  8, 1833. 

Sir  :  I  have  carefully  examined  the  provisions  of  the  bill  "  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida." 

Approving  of  its  general  principles,  and  admitting  that  its  provisions 
and  details  are  wisely  framed,  so  as  to  guaranty  the  Territory  against 
any  possible  loss  arising  from  the  responsibility  assumed,  while  it  protects 
the  interests  of  the  institution,  and  the  security  of  its  creditors ;  yet  a 
sense  of  duty  demands  that  the  bill  should  be  returned  to  your  body, 
with  objections  to  one  of  its  provisions,  which  seems  calculated  to  defeat 
the  objects  of  the  bill,  and  the  intentions  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

The  provision  of  the  bill  objected  to  is  that  requiring  the  express  sanc- 
tion of  Congress  before  it  can  become  a  law. 

Heretofore  1  have  uniformly  rejected  all  bills  submitted  to  me  granting 
to  companies  banking  privileges.    Many  reasons,  from  time  to  time,  have 
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been  urged  by  the  Executive,  against  the  several  laws  establishing  such 
incorporations.  My  opposition  sprung  from  a  conviction  that  such  cor- 
porations would  tend  to  retard,  rather  thdn  advance,  the  general  prosperity; 
thai  the  interests  of  a  few  individuals  would  be  fostered,  at  the  expense, 
and  to  the  injury,  of  the  public ;  that  such  institutions,  with  the  charters 
heretofore  proposed,  would  not,  and  could  not,  if  they  would,  subserve 
the  great  planting  interests  of  the  Territory  ;  and  that  the  several  acts  of 
incorporation  did  not  sufficiently  secure  our  fellow -citizens  against  ulti- 
mate l.i&  in  the  event  of  their  being  mismanaged,  or  foiling  to  cash  their 
notes  on  presentation. 

I  have  looked  forward  to  the  period  when  the  interests  of  our  country 
▼■mid  demand  the  establishment  of  a  bank  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity. The  time  has  arrived  when  the  great  planting  interests  of  Flor- 
ida cadi  lor  such  an  institution.  The  bill  which  has  received  your  de- 
liberate sanction  secures  the  Territory,  the  stockholders,  and  the  creditors, 
Awn  any  probability  of  loss  or  injury.  Banking  institutions,  chartered  by 
the  several  States,  have,  in  many  instances,  exploded,  overwhelming  their 
creditors  with  ruin,  convulsing  society,  and  destroying  the  happiness  of 
thousands. 

If  the  provisions  of  this  bill  be  fully  earned  into  execution ;  if  the  stock- 
holders are  true  to  their  own  interests ;  nay,  unless  they  determine  to  ruin 
themselves,  this  institution  will  not  only  be  secure,  but  must  be  as  ser- 
viceable to  the  general  interests  of  the  country,  as  it  will  be  profitable  to 
the  stockholders.  Unless  some  great  revolution  in  the  affairs  of  this 
Gantry,  or  in  its  Government,  should  take  place,  I  cannot  see  what  risk 
is  encountered,  or  what  injury  can  result  either  to  the  Territory,  or  the 
creditors  of  this  institution.  If  any  loss  should  occur  it  must  fall  on  the 
stockholders ;  and  as  their  lands  and  slaves  will  be  pledged  as  ultimate 
security,  nothing  short  of  such  a  revolution  can  destroy  the  value  of  their 
lands,  or  a  sweeping  pestilence  exterminate  the  slaves. 

I  object  to  the  last  section  of  the  bill  because  it  is  not  essential  to  its 
nlidity.  and  will,  most  probably,  defeat  the  measure. 

Under  the  organic  laws  the  powers  of  this  Legislature  extend  to  "  all 
rirhtfiil  subjects  of  legislation. "  Within  this  limit  its  powers  of  legisla- 
tion are  complete,  and  uncontrolled  in  the  iniatory  enactment  of  a  law ; 
alihrtizh,  under  the  negative  retained  by  Congress,  it  may  declare  such 
law  nil  and  void.  This  negative,  however,  neither  interferes  with  the 
primary  exertion  of  legislative  action  by  the  council,  nor  relieves  it  from 
its  own  responsibility  in  the  exercise  of  its  discretion. 

The  object  of  the  provision  in  question  was,  no  doubt,  to  fortify  and 
strengthen  the  measure  adopted,  by  superadding  the  express  sanction  of 
Congress ;  but  why  the  necessity  of  the  mortifying  admission  that  the 
Lqulalive  Council  of  Florida  feels  itself  incompetent  to  exercise  the 
powers  conferred  upon  it  by  its  charter,  or  reluctant  to  assume  that  respon- 
nbdity  which  duty,  and  a  just  regard  for  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of 
Florida  impose.  In  passing  the  bill  the  council  must  have  assumed  that 
it  came  within  the  legitimate  sphere  of  its  power  and  rights,  and  was,  ill 
its  opinion,  required  by  the  interests  of  those  for  whom  we  legislate. 
Why  then  in  this,  more  than  any  other  case,  seek  to  add  to  it  a  sanction 
nottftjuired  by  the  provisions  of  our  charter.  Why,  to  give  effect  to  this 
law,  require  an  express  assent,  when  us  to  other  laws  they  are  deemed 
perfect  tod  valid,  until  annulled  by  express  negation  of  Congress.  In 
tbe  most  important  of  ail  laws,  those  which  affect  the  liberty  or  life  o£  t 
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citizen,  we  are  wont  to  rely  upon  our  own  discretion  and  responsibility. 
Is  there,  in  the  nature  of  the  subject,  anything  which  should  cause  us  to 
look  abroad  for  information  and  assistance  to  enlighten  our  judgments? 
On  the  contrary,  it  seems  that  this,  above  all  other  subjects,  is  one  upon 
which  the  Legislative  Council  should  feel  prepared  to  act  with  confidence 
and  independence. 

Of  all  the  charters  granted  by  the  Legislature,  incorporating  banks  in 
this  Territory,  no  instance  has  occurred  where  the  express  assent  of  Con- 
gress was  required,  before  the  charter  could  become  a  law.  Every  con- 
sideration involved  in  the  discussion  of  the  bill  is  of  a  domestic  and  local 
character,  and  to  be  decided  by  our  own  views  of  its  policy  and  expe- 
diency. We  must  be  supposed  to  be  best  acquainted  with  our  own  wants, 
and  most  competent  to  legislate  for  our  local  concerns.  Can  it  be  expect- 
ed that  Congress  is  to  take  up,  and  re-examine,  and  rediscuss,  this  bill, 
and  for  what  purpose?  To  pass  a  law  expressly  declaring  that  we  are, 
or  are  not,  proper  guardians  of  our  own  property,  and  that  we  are  prohib- 
ited, or  permitted,  to  pledge  our  own  estates.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that 
such  an  elevated  body  will  consent  to  be  a  mere  registry  of  our  edicts  or 
laws,  or  that  such  assent  is  to  be  yielded  as  a  matter  of  course.  If  Con- 
gress must  give  their  express  consent  to  a  law  passed  by  us,  it  must  fully 
examine,  not  only  all  the  details  of  the  bill,  but  ascertain  the  situation, 
wants,  and  resources,  of  the  people  of  Florida.  Is  it  probable  that  Con* 
gress  will  re-examine  and  rediscuss  the  principles  of  this  bill,  if  they 
could  spare  the  time  ?  It  is  not  possible  for  that  wise  and  dignified  body, 
with  all  its  knowledge,  to  possess  that  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
circumstances,  interests,  wants,  and  relations,  of  our  society,  which  will 
justify  them  in  making  this  bill  a  special  subject  of  unusual  legislation. 

Amid  the  numerous,  diversified,  and  high,  national  concernments  now 
pressing  upon  its  attention,  its  session  drawing  fast  to  its  termination, can 
it  be  believed  that  Congress  will  have  time  to  make  such  an  investigation? 
These  are  questions  important  to  be  answered,  as  the  fate  of  the  bill  de- 
pends upon  the  decision  of  the  council  thereon.  If  the  section  objected 
to  is  retained,  the  law  is  inoperative,  and  is  no  better  than  a  dead  letter. 

Believing  that  the  objects  proposed  in  the  establishment  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,  are  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  general  welfare  of 
the  good  people  of  the  Territory,  and  especially  to  the  planting  portion  of 
our  citizens,  and  that  if  once  in  successful  operation,  all  other  banking 
institutions  among  us  would  yield  to  it,  I  trust  that  the  Legislature  will 
not  retain  the  35th  section  of  the  bill.  If  it  does  not  destroy  it,  it  mutt 
inevitably  postpone  the  advantages  so  obvious  and  desirable  to  an  indefi- 
nite period. 

I  have  returned  the  bill,  therefore,  in  the  hope  that  the  amendment  will 
be  accepted ;  but  it  is  due  to  candor  to  state  that  I  shall  give  my  approval 
to  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  rather  than  not  have  it  on  our  statute-book: 
as  it  will  then  fairly  come  before  the  people,  and  when  they  shall  have  had 
time  to  examine  its  features,  and  understand  its  provisions,  they  may,  here- 
after, give  such  instructions  to  their  Representatives  as  to  them  may  seen 
most  beneficial  to  the  general  interests  of  the  Territory. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  P.  DUVAL. 

The  President  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Which  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  the  act  to  which  it  refers  was  ordered 
to  be  reconsidered,  and  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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No.  5. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BANKS. 

House  of  Representatives,  Tuesday.  February  25,  1840. 

Ommittee  an  Banks  report  the  following,  as  the  result  of  their  in- 
vestigation of  the  TInion  Bank  of  Florida  : 

eact  incorporating  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  passed  13th  February, 
provided,  the  books  should  be  opened  for  the  subscriptions  to  the 
I  Hock  of  the  bank,  under  the  superintendence  of  persons  named  in  the 
Tallahassee,  Pensacola,  St.  Augustine,  Jacksonville,  Marianna,  and 
IfasL  As  prescribed,  books  were  opened  in  Tallahassee,  Pensacola, 
arianna,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  books  were  opened  at  the  other 
specified.     At  Pensacola  10  individuals  subscribed  400  shares,  but 

0  stock ;  at  Marianna  18  individuals  subscribed  1,521  shares,  and 

1  of  these  834  shares ;  9  others  affixing  no  amount  to  their  names, 
d  no  shares  in  the  allotment 

tt  were  opened  at  Tallahassee  on  the  10th  April,  1833,  under  the 
itendence  of  Ben  Chaires,  William  Bailey,  William  Maner,  John  6. 
e,  and  Wm.  B.  Nuttall,  and  were  closed  on  the  22d  January,  1835. 
{ this  period  11,485  shares  were  subscribed  by  118  individuals,  and 
tment  of  9,177  shares  was  made,  to  94  subscribers. 
om  18  were  allotted  under  20  shares,  making 

« 

u 


an  aggregate  of 

46 

"        "    from    20  to  100 

17 

11        "        "     100  to  200 

9 

"        "        "    200  to  300 

4 

"        "        "       over  300 

206  shares. 

2,323 

cc 

2,240 

cc 

2,175 

it 

2,233 

cc 

cc 


94  share  holders.  9,177 

(See  Doc.  A.) 
J  first  board  of  directors,  appointed  by  the  executive,  agreeably  to 
section  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  composed  of  John  G.  Gamble, 
1.  Nuttall,  G.  H.  Chaires,  J.  K.  Campbell,  Thomas  Preston,  jr.,  Isham 
iicy,  L.  A.  Thompson,  C.  H.  Dupont,  J.  McBride,  J.  J*.  Doggett,  and 
Bobinsan,  received  and  admitted  the  bonds  and  mortgages  ot  those  to 
riiares  had  been  allotted.    (See  Doc.  B.) 

the  16th  April,  1S34,  the  bauk  had  received  from  Governor  Wm.  P. 
,  360  bonds  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  of  $1,000  each,  dated  the 
lay,  which  bonds  remained  in  possession  of  the  bank  until  September 
Jig,  when  the  President  of  the  bank,  John  G.  Gamble,  Esq.,  proceeding 
r  York,  made  a  joint  contract  with  Messrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King,  J. 
in  &  Co.,  and  J.  L.  &  S.  Joseph,  of  New  York,  and  Thomas  Biddle 
of  Philadelphia,  for  500  bonds  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  with  the 
ge  of  taking  500  more,  when  the  bank  procured  them.  The  delivery 
mence  on  the  first  November  then  ensuing ;  and  the  payment  to  be 
n  monthly  instalments  of  9100,000  each.  The  interest  on  the  bonds 
graduated  by  the  period  when  the  instalments  became  due.  These 
Bis  were  generally  anticipated  by  consent  of  parties,  and  the  bank 
i  premium  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  exchange  drawn  against  them. 
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To  complete  this  contract,  Governor  Eaton,  on  the  10th  February,  1835, 
furnished  the  bank  with  640  bonds  of  $1,000  each,  dated  on  the  3 1st  Janua- 
ry preceding. 

The  first  issue  (1,000  bonds)  is  all  payable,  with  the  half-yearly  interest, 
atthePhenix  Bank,  New  York,  where  they  come  to  maturity,  in  the  follow- 
ing order : — 

A.  250  bonds,  on  1st  January,  1858. 

B.  250  bonds,  on  1st  January,  1860. 

C.  250  bonds,  on  1st  January,  1862. 

D.  250  bonds,  on  1st  January,  1864. 

(See  Doc.  C.) 

The  bank  having  obtained  a  capital  of  $1,000,000  by  this  negotiation  of 
bonds,  and  drafts  drawn  thereon,  commenced  its  banking  business  in  thi 
discounting  of  notes,  and  issue  of  bank  bills  as  a  medium  of  currency,  oil 
the  16th  January,  1835,  and  continuing  its  operations,  made  reports  to  thft 
legislature  in  January,  in  the  years  1836,  1837,  and  1838,  respective 
(See  Doc.  D.) 

A  slight  reference  to  these  reports,  shows  that  extravagance,  overtrading 
and  embarrassment,  were  coequal  with  the  establishment  of  the  bank;anl 
we  find  it  in  1837,  forced  to  seek  relief,  by  issuing  the  obligations  of  the 
bank,  endorsed  by  the  directors,  for  half* a  million  of  dollars,  payable  tf 
dates  from  three  months  to  two  years.  Of  this  $300,000  was  payable  it 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  $200,000  in  London ;  and  the  wboi 
was  punctually  paid. 

The  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  bank  during  each  of  the  years  before  ma» 
tioned,  appear  as  follows,  upon  the  statements  furnished  to  the  legislature ; 
but  the  vague  form  in  which  this  description  of  documents  is  almost  in- 
variably prepared  for  the  public  eye,  gives  but  little  insight  into  the  red 
condition  of  a  bank. 

Liabilities.  Assets. 

January,  1836,    -  -  1,675,705  03  -  1,728,605  51 

January,  1837,     -  -  1,571,138  76  -  1,669,042  fff 

January,  1838,    -  -  1,800.726  30  -  1,896,406  16 

The  3l8t  section  of  the  act  incorporating  the  bank,  provides,  that  at  alt 
time  after  the  bank  shall  have  been  in  operation  one  year,  the  remaining 
$2,000,000,  contemplated  by  the  charter,  may  be  subscribed  and  taken  ap 
by  subscriptions,  in  books  opened  at  the  banking  house  in  Tallahassee,  oA- 
der  the  direction  of  the  board  of  directors,  or  a  committee  thereof.  Accord 
tngly,  books  for  the  subscription  of  new  shares  were  opened,  as  provided, 
on  the  18th  October,  1837,  and  remained  open  until  the  10th  February, 
1838;  when  404  individuals  had  subscribed  their  names  for  shares,  fll 
rarious  amounts,  to  the  number  of  near  80,000,  or  $8,000,000.  Of  thes^ 
88  were  old  shareholders,  holding,  8,897  shares,  and  to  them  was  allotted 
by  the  directors,  17,156  new  shares — making  them  the  owners  of  26,0ft 
shares  of  old  and  new:  to  152  subscribers,  holding  none  of  the  originM 
shares,  there  was  allotted  (to  no  one  over  20  shares)  2,656  shares — making 
the  shares  allotted,  at  this  time,  19,812.  No  shares  were  given  to  164* 
the  persons  who  subscribed  on  this  occasion.  Some,  the  committee 
informed,  neglected  to  produce  their  titles,  or  evidences  of  property; 
Others,  disappointed  in  not  obtaining  the  number  of  shares  they  reqoire^ 
deolined  taking  any.   (See  Doc.  E.) 
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Agreeably  to  the  1 3th  section  of  the  charter,  which  provides  for  this 
additional  subscription  of  shares,  Gov.  Call  executed,  on  the  1st  January, 
1838, 2,000  bonds,  of  $1,000  each,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  payable  : 
A.  600  bonds,  on  1st  January,  1862. 
R  500  bonds,  on  1st  January,  1864. 
G.  500  bonds,  on  1st  January,  1866. 
D.  500  bonds,  on  1st  January,  1868. 
which  bonds  were  delivered  to  the  bank  on  the  8th  of  March,  in  the  same 
year.    (See  Doc.  C.) 

Id  the  month  of  June  following,  Col.  Gamble  set  out  for  New  York  ;  and 
in  the  month  of  August,  sailed  for  Europe,  as  the  authorized  agent  for  the 
mkot  this  second  issue  of  bonds,  with  instructions  to  sell  at  the  best  price 
tfhnable,  which  would  produce  not  less  than  par  in  Tallahassee.  The 
qgur,the  committee  is  informed, "  visited  New  York,  London,  Amsterdam, 
Stamen,  and  Hamburg;  and  disposed  of  1,280  bonds,  on  terms  which 
Rudoeed,  in  Tallahassee,  $1,374,901  20,  which  is  $94,901  20  more  than 
be  par  value  of  the  bonds"  or  a  premium  of  7.41  per  cent.,  computed  in  the 
bpreciated  paper  of  the  Union  Bank,  which  is  here  made  the  standard  of 
alenlation.  16  bonds  have  been  sold  in  London,  since  the  return  of  Col. 
Stable.    (See  Doc.  C.) 

Of  the  foregoing — 200  bonds  were  sold  to  the  American  Life  Insurance 
fcTiwt  Company  of  New  York,  on  the  12th  July,  1838,  and  were,  by 
nt,  made  payable,  with  the  interest,  at  the  office  of  that  institution; 
sold  on  the  24th  September,  1838,  to  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  of 
m,  and  made  payable,  with  the  interest,  at  their  office;  950  were 
■Uod  the  21st  February,  1839,  to  Messrs.  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co., 
i London,  and  made  payable,  with  the  interest,  at  their  office,  and  46  also 
payable  with  the  interest,  at  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  «fc  Co.'s,  were  sold  to 
mriou  parties,  between  the  21st  February  and  13th  September,  1839. 
;&e  Doc.  C.  and  F.) 

The  704  bonds  remaining  unsold,  payable  likewise,  with  the  interest,  at 
Nneis,  McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.'s,  were  left  with  that  house,  to  sell  on  com- 
■■ion  (as  stated  in  the  contract  appended  to  this  report) ;  and  furthermore, 
ifpothecated  to  secure  the  payment  of  four  obligations  of  the  Union  Bank, 
mable  in  London,  as  described  hereinafter.  (See  Doc.  F.  and  G.) 
Bfthe  report  made  by  the  President  of  the  Sank — 
30  of  these  bonds  were  sold  at  par ; 

100  of  these  bonds  were  sold  at  a  "  nominal  discount"  of  3  per  cent ; 
901  of  these  bonds  were  sold  at  a  "  nominal  discount"  of  8  per  cent. ; 
ISO  of  these  bonds  were  sold  at  a  "  nominal  discount"  of  9  per  cent. ; 
11  of  these  bonds  were  sold  at  a  "  nominal  discount"  of  10  per  cent ; 

(See  Doc.  C.) 
contract  with  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.,  for  the  sale  of  950 
it  will  be  observed,  that  while  the  interest  upon  the  bonds  commen- 
lst  January,  1839,  the  payments,  on  the  part  of  Palmers,  McKillop,,. 
Dtet,  4k  Co.,  were  to  be  made — 
IB  per  cent,  on  the  1st  March, 
per  cent,  on  the  15th  March, 
pvcent.  on  the  15th  April, 
p«  cent,  on  the  1 5th  May ; 
thereby,  there  is  a  sacrifice  of  interest,  of  $14,960,  equal  to  a  further  dis- 
SMnt  of  11  per  cent,  on  the  amount  soli— which/  therefore,  reduoea 

3 
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mie  to  10}  per  cent  discount,  or  $89}  for  every  $100  of  the  bonds  of 
Territory.    (See  Doc.  F.) 

These  704  unsold  bonds  were  originally  left,  with  instructions  [see 
tract]  not  to  sell  for  less  than  95  per  cent.,  which,  deducting:  the  « 
mission,  would  be  93  per  cent. ;  but  that  limit  being  removed  [see  Cm 
Gambit?*  letter,  ofVdth  February]  by  subsequent  instructions,  it  is  in 
sible  for  your  committee  to  say,  whether  this  amount  has  been  dispo* 
at  a  greater  sacrifice,  or  not  disposed  of  at  all.    (See  Doc.  D.) 

No  interest  could  have  accrued  upon  the  bonds  made  payable  in  Ec 
(except  a  trifle  on  the  LOO  bonds  sold  in  Amsterdam),  until  the  1st  Juljp 
ior  that  payment  funds  were  provided  in  Europe ;  aud  for  the  amount 
there  in  January  last,  the  funds  were  remitted  in  specie.  The  interest 
on  bonds  payable  in  New  York,  has  always  been  paid  in  specie,  c 
equivalent,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  parties. 

Though  it  were  desirable  that  the  immense  capital,  for  raising  the  anc 
of  which,  the  territorial  legislature  assumed  the  power  of  pledging  tha 
of  the  whole  people,  had  been  more  generally  diffused,  the  committee 
no  cause  to  censure  the  first  directors  of  the  Union  Bank,  for  distrib- 
the  shares  among  a  limited  number  of  individuals.  The  books,  it  is  m 
were  open  for  a  time  much  longer  than  that  prescribed  by  law,  ana 
access  was  given  to  them  ;  but  the  prospect  was  new.  A  dread  of  tha 
which  might  result  from  embarrassing  property  with  a  long  roorl 
overbalanced  the  advantages  to  be  anticipated  from  a  speedy  cash  loan 
many  were  doubtful,  whether  securities  of  such  a  questionable  sha 
bonds  of  a  territory,  payable  at  a  long  period  of  years,  would  commaft 
price  in  the  money-market. 

Nor  was  there,  so  far  as  the  circumstances  have  been  ascertained  b 
committee,  any  thing  irregular  in  the  sale  of  the  first  issue  of  bonds. 
■  sale  was  made  on  credit ;  but  credit  appears  to  be  the  sole  animating  p 
pie  of  these  paper  transactions. 

But  the  committee  sees  nothing  to  approve,  in  the  wild,  rash,  and  w 
ary  spirit  which  appears  to  have  seized  upon  the  minds  of  both  dip 
and  shareholders  of  the  institution,  when  it  was  discovered  that  tern 
.  bonds,  so  cheaply  procured  would  sell  abroad ;  and  one  million  of  d* 
with  the  circulation  based  upon  it,  was  brought  to  this  community, 
divided  among  such  a  limited  number  of  individuals.  Unwise  an 
provident  management  commenced  with  the  first  possession  of  funds. 
The  charter  intended  that  two  thirds  of  the  money  borrowed  by  tta 
of  bonds,  should  be  loaned  on  long  mortgages  to  the  subscribers,  whc 
taken  up  the  shares,  and  given  their  property  as  security  or  pledge  fi 
payment  of  the  bonds  when  due;  and  that  the  remaining  third,  whfc 
the  first  sale  of  bonds,  amounted  to  $333,333  33,  should  remain  in 
to  perform  the  commonly  received  legitimate  business  of  banking — sfl 
discounting  promissory  notes  having  a  short  time  to  run,  buying  and  si 
bills  of  exchange,  furnishing  a  paper  medium  of  circulating  currenc] 
affording  such  other  facilities  in  money  transactions,  as  of  late  yeaifl 
been  considered  essential  in  trading  communities.  The  sum  borr 
$1,000,000,  properly  distributed,  and  prudently  managed,  was  at  thfl 
quite  sufficient  to  have  relieved  the  planting  interest  from  pressing 
rassments,  and  to  have  performed  all  the  purposes  that  could  have 
sonably  required  by  the  merchants.  Overgrown  banks,  with  unwieldl- 
itals — more  especially  borrowed  capitals — are  devices  of  late  years. 
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i  very  recent  period,  $500,000  was  considered  a  large  capital  for  any  bank, 
oolofihe principal  cities.  Whether  a  bank  be  large  or  small,  favoritism,  it 
is  foand,  usually  divides  its  accommodation  among  about  the  same  number 
cfcnstomers ;  and  therefore  to  increase  competition,  and  make  the  class  of 
fromta  more  extensive,  Legislatures  have  deemed  it  politic  rather  to  char- 
ter rin\  banks,  than  place  all  the  banking  capital  of  a  district  under  the  con- 
trol ofasicgle  board  of  directors. 

Regardless  of  these  considerations,  and  all  principles  of  prudence  and 
trand  policy,  the  Union  bank,  with  an  apparently  singular  impatience,  not 
only  dinbu ted  all  its  borrowed  capital  among  shareholders  and  others,  upon 
tmthich  precluded  the  possibility  of  its  being  repaid  within  any  reason- 
abb  one,  but  it  also  extended  these  imprudent  loans,  upon  the  capital  based 
aorcnlation  and  floating  depositee  Thus  we  see  on  the  2d  January,  1836, 
Ae  liabilities  of  the  bank  were  $1,675,705,  and  her  presumed  resources 
#1,728,605.  Of  these  resources  only  $1 10,179  is  cash  funds,  or  immediate- 
ly imltble;  while  she  was  in  a  position  to  be  asked  on  demand  for  $675,704, 
tf  immediate  liabilities ;  and  subsequent  experience  has  proved,  small  reli- 

,  me  id  any  emergency  could  be  placed  upon  her  discounted  paper,  to  pro- 
Ame  fttxb  requisite  for  meeting  her  own  engagements. 

Both  was  the  position  of  the  bank ;  nor  were  the  shareholders  sufficiently 
ttnehed  by  these  profuse  loans ;  and  others  beholding  the  sudden  efiicacy 
*Ouk shares  in  creating  wealth,  were  like  them,  anxious  for  the  subscrip- 
4m  hob  to  be  again  opened.  The  idea  of  a  bank  founded  on  borrowed 
4fhi,had  before  been  ill  understood — now  it  was  perfectly  comprehensible. 
A  become  suddenly  rich — to  become  offhand  the  proprietor  of  lands,  ne- 
pm,  honses,  and  equipages,  simply  by  pledging  property  on  a  loan  with 
■irty  pars'  credit,  which  property  could  be  bought  with  money  thus  obtain- 
4,  was  to  enjoy  in  reality  the  vision  of  fiction.  The  charter  of  the  bank  was 
*  Eldorado ;  it  authorized  a  further  issue  of  2,000  bonds.  The  first  1,000 
H  been  readily,  spontaneously,  unexpectedly,  converted  into  "  money  ;" 

r  'Mid  there  be  any  doubts  respecting  the  sale  of  the  latter !  of  course  not — 
Ab  posaibility  does  not  appear  to  have  been  entertained. 

The  books  of  subscription  for  property  to  secure  these  shares,  were  opened 
■Wbrestated  on  the  18th  October,  1837,  and  in  the  final  allotment,  88  old 
■■■wWdeB  become  the  proprietors  of  26,053  shares  in  the  bank ;  while  152 
■•wwlacnbers  were  allowed  but  2,656  shares,  and  164  others  none  what- 

t     'to committee  might  admit  that  this  unequal  distribution  was  author- 

'  j^tytoSlst  section  of  the  charter,  and  that  greater  self  denial  was  not  to 

m i  expected  from  a  body  of  corporators  invested  with  a  privilege  of  such  en- 

•■J'alue;  but  they  learn  that  the  directors  by  advertisements  in  the 

?i^lPer8>  announced  that  the  hooks  of  subscription  were  open  to  the  pub- 

^5**7  learn  that  many  of  the  parties  who  subscribed,  and  were  after- 

•Wdenied  shares,  acting  upon  the  faith  of  these  advertisements,  put  them- 

*jw»  to  considerable  expense  in  causing1  their  property  to  be  appraised,  and 

^■cn  trouble.    If  the  directors  intended  from  the  beginning  to  divide  all  the 

**  fares  among  the  old  shareholders,  this  general  invitation  was  trifling 

^™«jepul,|iC    "][  t|lc  decision  was  subsequently  made  after  it  was  discov- 

**** °? ti'e easrerness  vi  suhs.Tibiua:  for  shares,  that  great  advantages  were 

jxpecfcd  In.in  the  possession  of  them,  the  decision  was  unjust.     Nor  do  the 

irectoriappp.^  ex^mi/cd  from  the  charge  of  favoritism  and  partiality  in 

B  <ta!nbmiori  so  oftcti  mad«i  against  them.     Certain  parties  by  the  pur- 
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chase  of  a  few  of  the  original  shares,  were  allowed  a  very  liberal  nurol 
the  new;  and  instead  of  being  kept  open  only  60  days,  and  daring  ve 
time  more  than  20,000  shares  were  subscribed,  the  books  were  conti 
open  for  nearly  4  months.  Whether  this  delay  was  or  was  not  intend 
allow  the  old  shareholders  time  to  procure  property  to  secure  their 
shares,  the  committee  has  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  investigate. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  adherence  of  the  directors  to  the  strict 
of  the  charter  in  the  single  matter  of  distributing  the  shares,  the  coma 
finds  in  another  proceeding  of  the  board  at  this  period,  a  total  disregai 
both  the  letter  and  the  spirit. 

In  February,  1838,  the  directors,  acting  upon  the  report  of  a  come 
appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  decided  upon  advancing  the  appraise 
on  property  already  mortgaged  to  the  bank  lor  old  shares,  thirty-thru  c 
third  per  cent. ;  and  upon  another  report,  resolved,  that,  inasmuch  ■ 
profits  made,  and  to  be  made,  before  the  new  stock  could  be  available,  « 
be  $160,000,  that  the  old  shareholders  should  be  allowed  one  share  i 
new  distribution,  for  every  eight  shares  previously  held.  By  thisde* 
the  owners  of  the  original  10,000  shares  became  entitled  to  4,683,  or  E 
one  quarter  of  the  new  shares,  upon  which  they  could  draw  $305,52 
nearly  46  per  cent,  upon  their  previous  loans,  without  furnishing  tbm 
with  one  cent  of  additional  security.    (See  documents  H.  and  E.) 

The  abovementioned  reports  will  be  found  in  the  appendix.  - 
might  have  been  a  shadow  of  reason  in  that  upon  appraisement 
there  been  an  intention  of  dividing  the  new  shares  between  new  an 
subscribers ;  but  if  it  was  determined  to  divide  all  among  the  old,  the 
raent  falls  to  the  ground.  The  6th  section  of  the  act  declares,  thatap 
era  appointed  by  the  Governor,  shall  certify  under  oath,  to  the 
property,  and  the  directors  may  reject  this  appraisement  afterward  i 
deem  it  too  high  ;  but  the  act  in  nowise  permits  the  mortgagers  of  thfl 
to  appraise  their  own  property,  or  raise  the  appraisement  made  by  a 
Were  the  principle  admitted,  it  is  difficult  to  foresee  to  what  point  it : 
be  carried,  should  visionary  speculation,  or  the  abundance  of  depre* 
paper-money,  at  any  time  hereafter,  raise  the  price  of  land  to  an  unn< 
rate. 

Taking  the  condition  of  its  loans  into  consideration,  the  exact  pjo 
the  bank  at  any  named  period  is  somewhat  questionable  ;  but  whethi 
possessed  a  surplus  profit  in  reality  or  not,  there  could  be  no  legal  divil 
it  among  the  stockholders;  because  the  23d  section  expressly  provide! 
the  profits  shall  be  retained  until  the  accumulated  surplus  shall  equ 
amount  of  the  bonds  issued  for  procuring  the  capital. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  second  subscription,  the  bank  obtained 
Governor  Call,  on  the  8th  March,  as  before  stated,  2,000  bonds. 

It  is  necessary  here  to  slate,  that,  by  the  13th  section  of  the  chartt 
Governor  is  authorized  to  "  execute  to  the  said  bank,  from  time  to 
bonds  proportioned  to  the  sums  subscribed,  and  secured  to  the  satisfi 
of  the  directors," — whereas,  in  this  instance,  2,000  bonds  were  delivm 
one  time,  before  any  (or  if  any,  a  very  trifling)  amount  of  subscri) 
were  secured;  and  many  of  the  bonds  were  actually  sold  before  the 
gages  were  completed,  as  will  be  seeti  by  a  reference  to  the  mortga) 
1838,  which  were  given  in  security  for  the  new  shares. 

Referring  to  the  terms  on  which  these  bonds  were  sold,  or  hypotha 
Ihe  committee  have  adopted  the  statement  made  to  them  by  Colonel  Ga 
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in  Us  own  language;  hut  they  must  add.  that  the  only  par  that  can  be 
bm,  in  computing  the  value  of  State  securities,  is  the  constitutional  cur- 
rency of  the  Union,  when  payable  in  the  United  States,  or  the  legal  currency 
of  England,  when  made  payable  in  London.  Thus  reads  the  34th  section 
of  the  charter : 

"That  the  said  bonds,  to  be  executed  and  furnished  by  the  said  Gov- 
erooT,ra  the  name  of  this  territory,  as  in  the  tenth  section  of  this  act  is 
provided,  iall,  in  no  instance,  be  sold,  or  negotiated  at  a  discount,  or  for 
alevainthan  the  amount  named  and  expressed  in  said  bonds,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  riiang  the  capital  of  said  hank  ;  but  in  every  such  case,  each  and 
tvcrf  hod, sold  for  a  less  sum  than  the  amount  named  and  expressed 
them,  thall  thereby  become  for  ever  absolutely  NULL  AND  VOID." 

ft  hogaage  can  be  more  plain — there  is  no  room  here  for  miscon- 
JtnetioD.  The  Legislature,  foreseeing  the  possibility,  that  needy  cor* 
pnion,  involving  themselves  in  difficulties,  might,  under  the  pressure, 

{ 4hpne  of  bonds,  as  a  last  resource,  at  a  great  sacrifice,  prudently  barred  the 
jwibilily,  by  declaring  that  every  bond,  sold  at  a  discount,  should  be  null 
frivnid.  The  200  bonds  disposed  of  in  New  York,  appear  to  have  been 
•H*  $920  each,  or  8  per  cent,  discount,  and  those  in  England  at  10£  per 
<Btdbconnt;  for,  though  Colonel  Gamble  estimates  the  sale,  by  his  con- 
tort, it  9  per  cent.,  it  must  he  remembered,  that  the  purchasers,  by  the  con- 
Ata if  payment,  gained  814,960  of  interest,  which  makes  the  further 
Tdum  of  \\  per  cent.     The  bonds  sold  in    New   York,  it  must  be 
IWBrtered,  are  not  payable  in   Tallahassee,  in  the  par  of  Tallahassee, 
4*  it  New  York,  where  $1)0(10  silver,  or  an  equal   amount  in  gold, 
■^tagiven  for  the  redemption  of  each  one  of  them ;  those  sold  in  Lon- 
^■tircmade  payahle  in  the  par  of  Loudon— what  was  sold  for  89J  must 
kfud  for  with  100 — every  one  of  the  950sr>ld  at  $895,  mr.st  be  paid  for, 
*i*  the  whole  amount  in  British  currency — not  in  the  par  of  Tallahassee. 
Whit  is  the  par  of  Tallahassee,  thus  brought  in  t>  shield  the  bonds 
"■the  positive  injunction  of  the  charter?    It  is  the  hills  of  the  Union  Bank, 
*fch  the  bank  ceased  to  pay  specie,  in  May,  1837,  when  she  published  the 
"•tanwit,  dated  I Oth  May,  1837,  showing  oi\\y  seventy-six  dollars  ot  avail- 
A  means,  against  $520,476  in  circulation  and  deposites.      (See  Doc.  D.) 

_^frry sound  bank  in  the  Union  resumed  specie  payments  in  1838;  nor 
"•■pension  again  occur  till  late  in  the  year  1839.  It  was  during  this 
yMotyncral  specie  payments,  that  the  1.296  bonds  were  sold.  If,  there- 
of Ae  sale  produced  what  appears  a  trifling  premium  in  Tallahassee,  it 
■■'y  because  the  currency  was  more  depreciated  iu  Tallahassee  than  in 
•?  other  part  of  the  Union  ;  and  it  is  only  because  the  Union  Bank  had 
^i  large  amount  of  honds  for  sale,  or  selling  in  a  foreign  market,  that 
■*%feciBtion  did  not  go  much  lower.  If,  therefore,  it  is  admitted  that  a 
Wimwted  with  the  sale  of  public  securities  at  a  price  limited  by  law, 
"•■Grow aside  a  calculation  bused  upon  constitutional  currency,  and  adopt 
■fchasLra  paper  currency  depreciated  20  per  cent,  by  its  own  inisman- 
jEEMli  it  might,  by  an  extravagant  expansion,  such  hS  we  have  seen  in 
yjwippi,  depreciate  its  paper  to  80  per  cent,  discount,  and  after  selling 
***«•  $1,1)00  for  ouly  §200,  insist  that  they  had  been  sold  at  par— the 
t*  °f  Hi  own  counter. 

loiDMting  that  the  bonds  sold  in  Europe,  whatever  may  have  been 
■*rpirtnus  character,  were  rendered  null  and  void  by  the  terms  of  the 
*fc>  *«  committee  insinuate  nothing  of  which  the  purchasers  were  not ' 
Woreatire. 
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A  house,  extensively  engaged  as  the  firm  of  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,. 
&  Co.,  appear  to  be  in  the  negotiation  of  American  securities,  must  have 
understood  the  constitutional  difference  between  a  Territorial  bond  and  the* 
obligation  of  a  State  sovereignty ;  nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  they  would  hav* 
entered  upon  so  large  a  purchase  us  $950,000  of  Florida  Bank  stock,  with- 
out duly  considering  the  conditions  upon  which  it  was  issued.  They  mnst 
have  seen  by  the  11th  section  of  the  act  incorporating 'the  Union  Bank,  that 
the  principal  and  interest  were  to  be  paid  when  due  by  the  bank,  and  not 
by  the  territory — and  they  must  have  seen  by  the  34th  section  quoted 
above,  that  a  sale  at  a  discount  absolved  the  Territorial  Government  from* 
all  liability — yet  they  completed  the  purchase  at  the  rate  before  stated. 

Colonel  Gamble  was  on  the  ground,  to  explain  all ;  but  more  especially 
the  securities  which  the  bank  itself  held  from  the  shareholders,  that  would 
render  all  resort  to  the  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  Territory  unnecessary; 
and  furthermore,  it  is  evident  that  the  house  of  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,fe 
Co.,  purchased  these  bonds  at  such  a  "  bargain"  as  would,  by  the  ordinary 
rules  of  commerce,  afford  some  premium  for  a  "risk." 

The  price  of  Ohio  six  per  cent,  stock,  payable  in  dollars  in  1856,  was,  on 
the  18th  May  last,  97  to  98  in  London  ;  and  probably  was  not  so  low  ift 
the  month  of  February.  This  quotation  of  a  stock,  the  nearest  resembling 
Florida  bonds,  is  still  about  eight  per  cent,  above  the  price  paid  by  PalmeiL 
McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.,  and  known  European  securities,  bearing  only  half 
the  same  rate  of  interest,  were  selling  at  the  same  time,  at  a  price  fully  m 
high ;  from  all  which  it  is  evident,  that  the  European  purchaser,  instead  of 
being  a  quiet,  easy  man,  duped  into  an  unfortunate  purchase,  by  a  reliance 
on  the  honor  and  faith  of  Florida,  made  his  calculations  before  he  partoi 
with  his  funds.  Should  speculators  abroad  hereafter  complain  of  having 
suffered  loss  by  their  transactions  in  these  bonds,  it  must  not  be  forgotten^ 
that  it  was  themselves,  who,  for  purposes  of  their  own,  induced  sales  at  a. 
rate  which  they  were  aware,  destroyed  any  guarantee  of  public  credit,  im- 
plied by  the  law. 

The  nature  of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
for  the  payment  of  which  704  bonds  are  hypothecated,  to  which  allusion  wsfc 
before  made,  is  of  the  following  nature  :  To  meet  engagements  due  atthft 
north,  Colonel  Gamble,  on  the  10th  of  June  last,  negotiated  with  that  bank 
for  its  post  notes,  payable  six  months  after  date,  to  the  amount  of  $n33.333|» 
which  post-notes  were  disposed  of  in  New  York.  A  small  part  of  the* 
have  been  protested — the  remainder  paid — the  necessities  of  the  holdefff 
compelling  them  apparently  to  take  depreciated  paper  in  Philadelphia.  In. 
exchange  for  these  post-notes,  Colonel  Gamble  gave  the  United  Stales  Bank 
obligations  of  the  Union  Bank,  payable  at  the  house  of  Palmers,  McKillofy 
Dent,  &  Co.,  in  London,  for  £120,000  sterling,  payable  in  four  instalment^ 
on  the  1st  November,  1st  December,  1st  January,  and  1st  February.  Meanfc 
Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.,  not  having  been  in  funds  to  meet  the* 
payments,  they  have  been  postponed  by  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Jaudon* 
The  exchange  due  to  the  Union  Bank  is  to  be  settled  hereafter.  (See  Doc  P.) 

The  omission  of  this  trifling  amount  of  indebtedness,  in  the  statement 
made  by  the  Union  Bank  to  the  Legislature,  on  the  1st  January,  is  only  an 
evidence  of  the  small  value  of  the  reports  of  their  own  standing,  that  banks 
usually  publish  to  the  world. 

The  present  list  of  shareholders  of  the  bank,  is,  by  the  return  herewith 
published,  285. 
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1  in 

Escambia  county,        owns 

20  shares; 

14 

Walton         do.           do. 

J  78 

it 

4 

Calhoun       do.           do. 

436 

u 

, 

28 

Jackson         do.            do. 

1,817 

(C 

60 

Gadsden        do.           do. 

4,231 

u 

106 

Leon              do.            do. 

13,727 

(( 

48 

Jefferson        do.            do. 

6,340 

u 

19 

Madison        do.           do. 

2,031 

C( 

4 

Hamilton      do.           do. 

143 

CC 

1 

Columbia      do.           do. 

20 

u 

Of  these 

T&,  owing  under  20  shares  each, 

Acres  of  land. 

Slaves. 

are  holders  of  778  shares,  secured  by 

12,865 

40 

81,  owning  20  each,  own  1,620      " 

« 

27,620 

66 

58,  from    20  to  100,  "   2,913      << 

M 

40,105 

201 

34,     « 

100  to  200,  "    4,669      « 

<: 

41,175 

405 

15,     « 

200  to  300,  "    3,673      « 

C( 

31,148 

413 

9.     " 

300  to  400.  «    3,100      " 

(( 

23,327 

312 

4,     " 

400  to  501),  "    1,902      « 

<c 

16,539 

142 

3,     « 

600  to  600,  "    1,576      " 

CC 

8,923 

176 

3,     « 

600  to  700,  «    1,891      " 

({ 

9,929 

260 

1,     " 

700  to  800,  "      758      " 

H 

4,258 

80 

1,     " 

800  to  1,000,  "       914      " 

a 

6,227 

84 

3, 

over  1,000,  "    4,990      « 

u 

25,303 

613 

[See  Document  K.] 

The  condition  of  the  bank,  on  the  1st  January  last,  by  its  own  return 
[mi  adding  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  Bank),  is  as  follows : 

Resources. 


Slock  notes  discounted, 

"        "in  suit, 
Holes  and  bonds  discounted, 

u  "      in  suit 

K1U  of  exchange  maturing, 

returned,  protested, 


u 


in  suit,  New  Orleans, 
Territorial  bonds  unsold, 

u  "      issued  last  year, 

Anotint  due  by  banks  and  agents, 
Afeocy  at  St.  Joseph, 
fcl  estate, 
fipoe, 

Notes  of  other  banks, 


$1,818,540  21 

12,102  00 

1,253,058  16 

164,679  69 

62,068  08 

151,747  27 

21,778  57 

704,000  00 

50,000  00 


36,728  52 
1,765  00 


$1,830,642  21 
1,417,737  85 


254,593  92 

754,000  00 
27,127  87 
84,994  06 
84,365  31 

38,493  52 

4,472,954  74 


Liabilities. 


Doe  Bank  of  United  States, 
banks  and  agents, 
sales  of  cotton, 
depositors, 


u 


a 


$533,333  33 

108,041  03 

29,135  81 

216,610  86 


I  447  ]  40 

Bills  in  circulation,  $369,265  00 

Bonds  disposed  of  abroad  to  )  3mm  00 

raise  the  capital  stock,     $  '      ' 

65  shares  cash  stock,  6,500  00 


$4,262,68603 


Surplus,  210,068  71 

The  immediate  liabilities  of  the  bank  appear  to  be      2693.916  89 
To  meet  which,  her  immediate  assets  are  only  65,621  39 

Deficiency  of  immediate  assets,  628.295  50 

Such  is  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  Union  Bank  by  its  own  fij 
and  the  committee  having  been  denied  access  to  private  account 
only  add  in  explanation,  that  of  the  enormous  amount  under  the 
of  stock-notes  discounted,  notes  and  bonds  discounted,  and  bills 
change,  $2,356,929  63  is  loaned  to  the  285  shareholders;  of 
$1,841,976  36  is  loaned  upon  their  mortgages,  payable  in  1858, 
1862, 1864, 1866,  and  1868,  and  $514,953  27  upon  other  securitie 
the  balance  under  this  head,  amounting  to  $1,127,044  35,  the  com 
knows  not  when  it  was  loaned,  how  loaned,  where  loaned,  or  to 
loaned ;  how  payable,  where  payable,  or  when  payable ;  but  judgin 
other  transactions,  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  names  of  shareholdei 
be  holden  as  a  security  for  a  part,  and  that  in  the  wholesale  and  re 
manner  in  which  other  transactions  have  been  conducted,  the  dis 
might  be  found  something  like  the  distribution  of  the  shares,  mos 
vided  among  a  selected  few,  who,  whatever  may  be  the  future  tu 
their  affairs,  are  not  now  in  condition  to  make  payments  of  large  am 

The  amount  of  these  loans  to  individuals  is  $3,483,973  98,  of 
$1,841,976  36  is  upon  land  and  slaves;  $1,641,997  62  on  other  i 
ties.  A  reference  to  the  list  of  present  shareholders  will  show  tli 
holders  of  a  limited  number  of  shares  have  furnished  abundant  s< 
for  the  money  advanced  them  ;  but  in  regard  to  the  larger  shareh 
an  inquiry  into  the  real  value  of  the  land  is  necessary  to  a  decision 
directors  appear  to  have  used  precautions  in  the  examination  of 
but  in  so  long  a  list  of  mortgages,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
may  be  defective. 

As  to  the  slaves,  wliich  form  so  considerable  a  part  of  the  secu 
the  large  stockholders,  the  security  upon  them  must  depend  rathei 
the  honor  of  their  owners,  than  upon  written  mortgages;  for  tl 
simply  enumerated,  as  "  Tom,"  or  "  Dick,"  "  Sally,"  or  "  Mary/ 
no  further  description,  unless  occasionally  the  age.  There  may  be 
bors,  twenty  years  hence,  to  swear  that  many  of  these  were  the  id 
"  Toms"  and  "  Marys"  that  were  mortgaged  to  the  bank  on  a  give] 
or  that  certain  children  were  the  increase  of  these  "  Marys ;"  bu 
witnesses  might  not  be  always  found ;  and,  besides,  there  would  b 
difficulty,  were  the  parties  so  disposed,  to  remove  the  whole  2,682 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Territory  in  one  night 

The  committee  would  also  remark,  in  regard  to  the  securities  h< 
the  bank,  that  by  an  operation  not  precisely  clear,  the  bank  has  pan 
of  a  judge  of  the  superior  court  some  hundreds  of  shares  at  25  pe 
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1;  which  implies  that  a  large  sum  before  held  as  an  advance  on  a 
ite,  is  now  held  on  a  loan  for  years.  A  few  other  cases  have  also 
the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  where  persons  obtained  very 
vances,  in  anticipation  of  becoming  shareholders ;  but  being  shut 
the  distribution,  were  allowed  to  retain  the  money  as  a  loan  for 
ten  years. 

ilities  of  certain  directors  have  been  protested,  and  sued,  which 
be  considered  a  disqualification  for  office ;  but  the  committee  learn 
wfvrteH  "  quibble"  upon  the  word  "  fail,"  in  the  letter  (Doc.  21), 
ebruary,  that  "  foil"  as  a  common  taw-term,  does  not  apply  to  a  de- 
atthe  Union  Bank,  under  the  19th  section,  if  he  is  a  planter,  as 
a  director. 

lhas  been  said  of  the  increase  of  capital  which  was  to  accrue 
mpounding  the  difference  paid  by  shareholders  and  customers  of 
*,and  that  paid  by  the  bank  on  its  bonds  abroad.  This  accumu- 
twas  said,  would,  within  the  period  of  the  charter,  pay  off  the 
The  bank  has  now  been  in  operation  five  years,  and  the  surplus 
sources  over  liabilities,  supposing  the  resources  all  good,  is  only 
B0,000.  Perhaps  there  is  no  bank  in<hc  Union  that  could  wind 
jount  account  of  five  years  standing,  amounting  to  three  and  a 
ions  of  dollars,  without  a  loss  of  more  than  this  #200,000;  and  it 
be  presumed  that  the  assets  of  the  Union  Bank  are  unusually 
In  the  first  place  there  may  be  defects  in  mortgages.  The  slave 
is  locomotive.  There  is  a  probability  that  a  part  of  the  loans 
mtiously  made  in  large  amounts,  on  long  time,  to  persons  not 
y  considered  rich ;  and  there  is  a  certainty  that  $328,528  is  now 
,and  in  suit.  The  real  estate  at  St.  Joseph  and  Jackson  counties, 
859,223  57,  is  900  arres  of  land,  and  some  town  lots  and  build- 
t  must  at  present  be  of  small  value.  A  consideration  of  these 
ikes  it  evident  to  the  committee,  that  unless  the  bank  can  show 
ition  in  other  figures  than  those  published,  instead  of  possessing 
profit,  or  sinking  fund,  her  borrowed  capital  is  already  dimin- 
bad  debts,  and  stands  in  further  jeopardy  from  those  which  are 
The  further  reduction  of  the  capital,  by  selling  200  bonds  in 
k,  at  §920  each,  and  about  1,100  in  Europe,  at  &S95,  must  also 
into  the  account. 

w  stands  the  prospect  for  the  future?  What  her  means  of  re- 
these  losses?  Her  resources  are  $1,841,976,  loaned  on  mort- 
yable  between  1858  and  1868  ;  $1,641,997  loaned,  we  know  not 
or  when  payable,  of  which  $328,528  is  in  disgrace;  and  a  small 
i  real  estate,  and  other  items,  that  are  not  balanced  like  the  un- 
s,  by  an  "equal  liability."  Supposing  this  amount  of  securi- 
ucing  a  profit  could  be  supported  by  the  bank,  and  the  interest 
iree  and  a  half  millions  was  regularly  paid,  the  amount  of  the  in- 
i  per  cent  being  $280,000,  which  would  be  paid  in  thenar  of 
ee — Union  Bank  bills — which  has  been  the  payment  during  the 
,  except  in  some  cases  where  the  shareholders  have  been  ac- 
ted with  discounts,  to  enable  them  to  pay  up.  The  interest  on 
ids,  payable  in  New  York,  amounts  annually  to  $72,000;  the 
n  1,800,  payable  in  Europe,  is  to  be  paid  in  foreign  money,  esti- 
He  dollar  at  tour  shillings  and  sixpence  sterling,  which,  if  the 
e  understand  Col.  Gamble  correctly,  is  -£13  10$.  sterling  for  the 
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annual  interest  of  each  bond,  or  .£24,300  sterling  for  the  whole  1, 
This  amount  of  sterling  money  would  cost,  in  New  York,  at  the  rat 
8  per  cent,  premium,  $1 16,640.  Thus  the  bank  must  raise  annually, 
send  out  of  the  country,  what  is  equal  to  $188,640  in  New  York,  wh 
in  the  present  par  of  Tallahassee  (the  committee  cannot  answer  for  \ 
it  trill  be),  would  require  about  $230,000,  which,  by  the  "  rule  of  sir 
subtraction,"  leaving  aside  bonds,  notes,  and  bills  of  exchange,  or 
names  of  promissors,  endorsers,  acceptors,  <kc,  would  leave  only  $50 
for  commissions  to  agents  in  New  York  and  London,  bad  debts, 
penses,  casualties,  surplus  profits,  and  sinking  fund. 

It  must  be  noted  that  the  bank  never  paid  interest  in  Europe  until 
year ;  and  that  in  all  her  exigencies  she  has  had  a  resource  in  her  un 
bonds,  which  were  pledged  from  time  to  time,  for  short  loans  of  sc 
currency.  This  resource  no  longer  exists — the  bonds  are  exhausted ; 
in  what  manner  the  bank  can  draw  annually  from  her  stockholdei 
Middle  Florida,  what  will  produce  abroad,  nearly  $200,000,  the  cone 
tee  is  at  a  loss  to  determine. 

Such  is  the  condition  of  the  Union  Bank.     By  selling  bonds  at  a 
count  her  capital  is  diminished ;  and  yet  she  is  bound  to  pay  interes 
the  full  amount.     Expensive  modes  of  raising  funds  have  prevented 
presumed  profits  of  the  bank  from  increasing ;  improvident  loans 
placed  the  resources  of  the  bank  beyond  her  control ;  and  the  interes 
some  of  these  loans  must  soon  cease  to  be  paid.     Her  immediate  til 
ties  are  very  large,  her  immediate  resources  very  small.     Nor  does 
appear  to  be  progressing  toward  a  better  condition :  between  the  It- 
January  and  this  time  her  small  supply  of  specie  has  diminished 
$36,000  to  $13,000 ;  and  her  circulation  has  increased  from  $369,21 
$548,051 ;  or  $178,786  in  six  weeks. 

A  reply  to  how  far  the  bank  has  fulfilled  the  purposes  for  which  it 
created,  is  not  easily  made.  It  was  intended  to  be  a  general  concen 
the  whole  Territory.  We  find  its  operations  confined  to  a  small  ci 
It  was  intended  to  be  a  public  institution :  we  find  it  made  nearly  a 
vate  one.  One-fifteenth  of  the  shares  are  held  by  one  man,  one-8 
by  three  men,  one-third  by  eleven  men,  one-half  by  twenty-five  i 
and  five-sixths,  or  nearly  the  whole,  by  eighty  men  ;  who,  in  additk 
the  loans  upon  their  mortg&ges,  are  supposed  to  be  otherwise  inde 
to  the  institution.  It  was  created  to  furnish  a  better  circulating  mec 
than  the  bank  bills  of  the  neighboring  States :  the  circulating  medic 
furnishes  is  among  the  worst  in  the  Union. 

The  money  procured  by  the  sale  of  bonds,  instead  of  encouraging 
ful  industry,  has  only  increased  the  class  of  idlers,  who  are  taugti 
example,  that  it  is  more  easy  to  borrow  than  to  earn  ;  and  more  honoi 
to  go  into  debt  for  useless  luxuries  than  to  do  without  them.  It 
neither  improved  our  morals  nor  our  habits ;  neither  increased  the  £ 
of  our  patriotism,  nor  added  vigor  to  our  nerves.  On  the  contrary  il 
introduced  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  older  and  more  vicious  comm 
ties  among  a  simple  agricultural  people,  and  fostered  that  taste  for  fi 
tuie,  equipages,  and  finery,  which  has  involved  us  in  a  heavy  del) 
paltry  gew-gaws  and  cumbersome  trappings,  from  which  we  can  b* 
lieved  alone  by  industry,  forethought,  and  more  rigid  economy. 

It  will  be  understood  that  it  was  necessary,  to  enable  the  commit* 
respond  to  the  inquiries  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
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tie  authority  of  the  resolution  of  that  body,  and  the  direction  of  this 
House,  they  have  sought  to  obtain  from  the  bank  information  as  to  the 
character  of  the  debts  due  the  bank,  beside  those  of  the  stock  notes  from 
the  stockholders,  and  that  they  have  been  denied  all  information  on  the  sub- 
ject by  the  bank!  Such  a  course  on  the  part  of  the  bank  was  not  to  be  an- 
ticipated by  the  committee.     Such  have  been  the  suspicions,  and  reports, 
rife  throughout  the  country  for  many  months,  which  have  been  made  the 
subject  of  continued  newspaper  comment,  and  resolutions  of  public  meet- 
ings of  citizens,  of"  defalcations,"  "over-drafts,"  "  illicit  loans,"  " kites," 
"partiality," and  "  favoritism,"  in  managing  the  affairs  of  this  bank,  and 
as  to  tome  of  which  no  denials  have  been  made,  and  which  it  has  been 
alleged  caused  a  recent  change  in  one  of  its  principal  officers,  that  your 
committee  hoped  the  bank  would  have  eagerly  seized  so  favorable  an 
occision  to  disprove  those  accusations,  if  untrue,  and  put  them  for  ever 
JiresL  It  was  not  sought,  or  intended  to  ascertain  for  disclosure,  the 
private  accounts  of  customers,  to  the  injury  of  individuals;  so  the  bank 
'was  apprized;  but  to  ascertain  how  far  the  bank  had  answered  the  pur- 
poses tor  which  it  was  created,  which  was  one  of  the  express  objects  of 
inquiry  pointed  out  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.     This  could  not 
be  done  without  a  knowledge  of  the  amount  and  character  of  her  debts 
and  assets.   How  can  the  solvency  of  a  bank  ever  be  known  when  we 
« ignorant  whether  the  debts  said  to  be  due  to  it  are  or  are  not  worth- 
fen;  *hen  it  is  not  known  what  rules  govern,  or  may  govern,  in  making 
km? 

Such  information  was  important  in  this  case  for  other  reasons.  If  it 
wafictthat  the  stockholders  in  this  bank,  by  reciprocal  endorsements 
weach  other,  have  drawn  largely  from  the  bank,  over  and  above  the 
yjota  allowed  them  by  the  charter — if  the  aggregate  of  their  liabilities 
«tbe  endorsement  for  others  have  been  extended  to  an  unreasonable 
™ii  the  necessity  of  a  corrective  to  ensure  an  adherence  to  the  charter, 
oust  be  apparent  to  all.  The  interests  of  the  stockholders  as  well  as 
kfjjf  'he  public  requires  it.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  charter,  that 
the  loans  to  stockholders  should  not  exceed  the  limit  allowed  on  stock. 
If  permitted  to  pay  their  interest  when  it  falls  due,  or  procure  other  loans 

rJ  S?0™11161118  *or  eac^  ot'ier»  ^ey  m*ght  soon  absorb  the  whole  capital 
°***  hank,  without  giving  any  other  security,  in  most  cases,  than  the 
PB*P^y  already  mortgaged. 

Iti5ismucj{  on  account  of  the  bank,  that  the  committee  regrets  it  has 
P^NWsuch  a  course,  as  any  other.  Is  not  the  public  justified,  in  fear- 
^ttot  an  institution  which  conceals  such  information  from  the  repre- 
Jj*Wi»esof  the  people,  dreads  the  effect  of  an  impartial  investigation? 

iL',IBleXt  ^^  to  s^e^  ^ie  bank,  the  committee  is  constrained  to  say, 
in  Ouscase,  is  entitled  to  little  consideration.  It  is  founded  on  a  rigid 
con*tatttion  of  the  words  of  the  law,  not  in  its  true  spirit,  intent,  and 
^Jj^S-  The  committee  are  satisfied  that  such  conduct,  without  the 
*^DjS0  far  as  they  are  informed,  of  but  one  precedent  in  this  country, 
™<«  the  United  States  bank,  which  was  condemned  by  universal  public 
0'UUMI»  will  be  well  understood  and  appreciated  *,  and  whatever  of  con- 
tm*l>  either  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  this  House,  or  to  the 
P80)*©/ Florida,  is  to  be  seen  in  it,  will  not  be  suffered  to  pass  unheeded 
wwirtttked. 
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They  would  also  observe,  that  it  ill  becomes  an  institution  "which  has 
disregarded  the  most  essential  provisions  of  its  charter,  in  the  observance 
of  which  the  public  are  vitally  concerned,  which  continues  to  violate  that 
law,  and  avows  its  inability,  for  an  indefinite  period,  to  conform  to  it,  and 
above  all,  which  owes  its  existence  to  the  charitable  feelings  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  capital  of  which,  it  is 
urged  by  its  friends,  was  raised  upon  the  credit  of  the  people,  to  thrust 
forward  the  provision  cited,  to  shield  it  from  such  examination,  and  as  the 
excuse  to  defy  all  scrutiny,  but  that  which  must  be  useless  to  detect  fraud. 

The  instruction  of  this  House,  by  express  resolution,  to  obtain  from 
the  bank  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  directors,  and  a  report  of  the  investi- 
gating committee  of  the  stockholders,  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  was  com- 
municated to  the  bank,  and  the  application  also  refused,  as  is  explained  in 
the  letters. 

The  committee  Would  repeat,  on  this  occasion,  that  if  a  Territorial  act 
of  incorporation  possesses  any  legal  validity,  or  whatever  may  have  been 
the  presumed  validity  of  the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank,  after  the  various 
manifold  infringements,  particuarly  mentioned  in  this  report:  1st  The 
sale  of  bonds  at  a  price  forbidden  by  law :  2d.  The  appraisement  of  prop- 
erty by  the  mortgagers  themselves :  3d.  The  illegal  division  of  the  sup- 
posed profits,  a  proportion  of  which  was  the  bonus  offered  to  the  Territory 
as  an  inducement  for  granting  the  charter,  all  of  which,  the  committee 
deem  illegal,  they  regard  the  tenacity  with  which  these  documents  also 
have  been  withheld  from  the  investigation  intrusted  to  your  committee, 
under  the  pretext  that  they  are  private  papers,  exempt  from  the  examina- 
tion of  the  Legislative  Council,  by  the  proviso  in  the  18th  section  of  the 
charter,  which  declares,  "  that  the  individual  accounts  of  the  customers  of 
the  bank,  shall  not  be  subject  to  such  examination,"  as  a  determination, 
the  principles  to  justify  which,  are  of  modern  discovery.  The  committee 
are  not  prepared  to  admit  that  the  directors  and  stockholders  stand  in  the 
relation  of  customers  to  the  bank.  Can  a  merchant  be  regarded  as  a  cus- 
tomer to  himself?  As  to  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  in  enacting  the 
18th  section,  the  committee  cannot  suppose,  that  in  exempting  the  private 
accounts  of  the  "  customers"  of  the  bank  from  public  scrutiny,  it  intended 
so  great  an  insult  to  the  community  as  to  prohibit  an  examination  of  the 
transactions  of  the  stockholders,  to  whom  two-thirds  of  the  capital  is  loan'1 
ed  by  law,  and  an  additional  amount  by  accommodation,  or  of  the  direct-*' 
ore  or  other  officers  of  the  bank ;  for  how  can  any  committee  know  "  its  true 
condition,  and  be  enabled  to  make  a  true  report  thereof  to  the  Legislature,*1 
without  such  examination  ? 

The  committee  cannot  but  regret,  that  the  bank,  in  thus  shielding  it- 
self behind  the  18th  section,  has  refused  information  which  would  enable* 
them  to  judge  of  its  actual  condition ;  for,  though  the  "  rule  of  simple  sub- 
straction"  may  show  the  difference  between  liabilities  and  assets,  it  by  no 
means  establishes  the  value  of  these  assets.  In  arriving  at  their  facts  and1 
conclusions,  the  committee  have  depended  mostly  upon  replies  of  the 
president  of  the  bank.  All  that  passed  in  writing,  is  appended  to  this  ie-' 
port     If  it  contains  any  mistakes,  this  explains  the  source  of  information. 

In  concluding  this  report,  the  committee  take  occasion  to  remark,  that 
the  evils  and  mismanagement  exposed  by  the  investigation,  may  be  rather 
-attributed  to  the  inherent  viciousness  of  the  system  out  of  which  they 
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have  grown,  than  to  any  moral  delinquency,  or  intentional  error,  in  the* 
conductors  of  the  bank. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  Chairman. 
Committee  Room,  Tallahassee,  February  25,  1840. 


A. 

At  meeting  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  receive  subscriptions  to  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  on  the  10/A  day  of  April,  1833, 
at  the  banking-house  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  in  the  city  of  Tal- 
lahassee— present :  Ben.  Cliaires,  William  Bailey,  William  Maner,  John 
G.  Gamble,  Robert  W.  Williams,  and  William  B.  NiUtaU— the  follow- 
ing shares  were  subscribed  : 


Names  of  subscribers. 


John  B.  Gamble     - 

William  Maner 

William  B.  Nut  tall 

Joseph  McBride 

Thomas  Brown 

Thomas  Livingston 

William  Livingston 

ilka  &  Duval  and  Allen  &  Lewis 

Alexander  R.  Murray 

John  A.  Cuthbert  - 

EW.  Braden 

D.S.  McBride 

Jesse  McCall 

C.  H.  Du  Pont 

Thomas  Preston,  jr. 

Joshua  Croom 

Clement  W.  Stevens 

F.  Fitzgerald 

W.Wyatt 

C.  Fletcher 

hma  Mills 

John  Edwards 

John  C.  Love 

W.Rothwell 

William  Bloxham  - 

Nathaniel  P.  Hunter 

Bobert  Gamble 

J-  and  P.  B.  Watson 

3.  W.Campbell      - 

Thomas  Baltzell    - 

lames  Thuomard  - 


No.  of  shares 


600 

300 

500 

100 

300 

150 

150 

500 

100 

100 

200 

100 

50 

100 

300 

50 

30 

150 

100 

5 

100 

20 

40 

6 

6 

100 

500 

100 

80 

50 

25 


Residence. 


Jefferson 

Gadsden 

Jefferson 

Gadsden 

Leon 

Madison 

Madison 

Leon 

Jefferson ") 

Jefferson  3 

Leon 

Gadsden 

Gadsden 

Gadsden 

Gadsden 

Leon 

Jefferson 

Gadsden 

Leon 


Gadsden 

Jefferson. 

Leon 

Jefferson. 

Jefferson 

Jackson 

Jackson 

Gadsden 


Shares 
secured. 


_  ' 


594 

174 
46T 
100 
193 
267 
215 
418 

208 

295 
96 
88 
60 
40 
34 
68 

250 
24 


11 
30 

10 

754 

111 

91 


.  J 


lfr 
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A — Continued. 


Names  of  subscribers. 

No.  of  shares. 

Residence. 

i 

8C 

J.  P.  Poythress 

15 

Gadsden 

Henry  Gee              ... 

200 

Gadsden 

James  H.  Heset     - 

40 

Gadsden 

James  Gibson         ... 

100 

Gadsden 

J.  A.  Wooten 

100 

Gadsden 

P.  H.  Wooten 

60 

Gadsden 

Daniel  Bird    • 

100 

Jefferson 

Adam  Wirick 

60 

Jefferson 

Samuel  Langley     - 

30 

Jefferson 

Sampson  Pope 

40 

Jackson 

Samuel  Wilson 

30 

- 

Thomas  P.  Randolph 

60 

Jefferson 

A.  A.  Gruber 

14 

- 

James  McDonell     ... 

20 

F.  Armistead          ... 

16 

•                                                                        w 

John  Miller             ... 

100 

Madison 

John  C.  McGehee  - 

100 

Madison 

Banks  Meacham    ... 

60 

Gadsden 

W.  I).  Harrison 

50 

Gadsden 

John  S.  Shepard     - 

100 

Leon. 

Achille  Murat         .             .             . 

200 

Jefferson 

Robert  Gamble       ... 

200 

Jefferson. 

William  Rothwell  - 

7 

Jefferson 

J.  P.  J.  Wilson       - 

120 

Gadsden 

James  L.  Gilchrist  - 

60 

Gadsden. 

William  Norwood  - 

46 

Gadsden 

Samuel  B.  Wilson 

20 

Gadsden 

Samuel  Langley     - 

36 

Jefferson. 

Paul  Ulmer 

100 

Jefferson 

Joseph  McCants     ... 

10 

Jefferson 

Canada  Rouse 

30 

Leon 

A.  F.  Duval 

30 

Leon 

R.  H.  Blount 

10 

Gadsden 

John  A.  Cuthbert  - 

110 

Jefferson. 

John  D.  Edwards  - 

100 

Leon 

D.  M.  Graham 

30 

Leon 

Thomas  C.  Prioleau  "| 

F.  C.  Prioleau           1 

51 

Jefferson 

J.  C  Prioleau            j 

Davis  Prkilean          J 

Edward  Way 

15 

Jefferson 

J.  B.  Page 

10 

Jefferson. 

O.  W.  Stevens 

38 

Jefferson. 

John  G.  Gamble 

150 

Jefferson. 
Gadsden. 
Gadsden.          ] 

Thomas  Cooksey  - 

30 

Banks  Mencham    ... 

7 
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NimaoTstu 

iscribers.                     No.ofshares. 

Residence. 

secured. 

loorUJg 

30 

Jackson 

34 

tiison 

51 

Gadsden 

51 

4 

SO 

Jefferson. 

inner 

35 

Jackson 

35 

iS.Pope 

72 

Jackson 

72 

mead 

10 

Gadsden. 

i  E.  Cookse 

y           ■           -            13 

Leon 

10 

ins 

150 

Jefferson 

114 

illHooker 

10 

Jefferson 

5 

15 

Hamilton. 

immons 

20 

Jackson 

25 

»illall 

150 

Leon. 

maid 
BcBride 

100 

Gadsden. 

50 

Gadsden. 

IcBride 

60 

Gadsden. 

Gamble 

-       '    200 

Jefferson. 

Lewis 
Hen 

150 
150 

Leon) 
Leon  \ 

203 

DuPont 

100 

Gadsden. 

mi  Alston 

100 

l,eon 

113 

I.  Shepard 

200 

Leon. 

■  Moore 

12 

Leon 

23 

Wirt 

500 

Jefferson 

111 

Ward 

200 

100 

toerCbaires 

30 

Leon 

49 

a  de  Jacmino 

I            -                          50 

Jefferson 

31 

Gadsden 

300 

Jefferson 

265 

"dJ.  C.  Pn 

oieau    -            -          100 

Jefferson. 

lai 

■WJemigat 
Moral 
'"liiamLea 
'■hden 

140 

Leon 

132 

10 

Jefferson 

10 

30 

Jefferson. 

60 

Leon 

53 

300 

'  Chaires 

100 

1  .'■"a. 

*Lmngstor 
■B-Mays 

I             -            ■              30 

Madison. 

200 

Madison 

209 

"■Hare 
Gnjkrist 
1 L.  Harrisor 

25 
25 
50 

Gadsden. 
Gadsden. 

21 

^ 

100 

Leon 

80 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President. 
W  from  the  record  of  first  board  of  directors.] 
'■ wbscription  book  was  finally  closed  in  Tallahassee,  on  the  22d 
7,1)06,  having  been  open,  for  subscriptions  of  stock,  from  the  10th 
1S3-  Jom  «  GAMBLE,  Praidmt. 
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A  -Continued. 
Subscriptions  to  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  at  Pensacola. 


Names  of  subscribers. 


G.  W.  Barkley       - 
D.  L.  Clynch 
Henry  Heyer 
J.  C.  and  C.  C.  Keyser 
B.  D.  Wright 


No.  of  jShares 
sharcs.'allul'd. 


10 

300 

7 

12 

10 


Names  of  subscribers. 


V0.  of  ph. 
shares.lutt 


James  Bonifay 
Charles  La  Vallette 
George  W.  Barkley 
J.  Jennison,  jr. 
Charles  Le  Barron 


20 
20 
15 

4 
2 


This  list  appears  to  have  been  received  by  the  commissioners  appoint 
for  Tallahassee  by  the  charter.  The  subscription  is  supposed  to  have  be 
secured  by  the  commissioners  named  in  section  2  of  the  charter. 

JOHxN  G.  GAMBLE,  President. 


Subscriptions  at  Marianna. 


Names  of  subscribers. 

No.  ol 

Shares 

Names  of  subscribers. 

No.  of 

ah. 

shares. 

350 

allot'd. 

119 

shares. 

kfl 

Jacob  Robinson     - 

William  Sloane     - 

100 

Bennet  Ferrill 

125 

Henry  Hannam    - 

50 

P.  W.  Gautier,  sr. 

300 

176 

Andrew  Young    - 

60 

P.  W.  Gautier,  jr. 

100 

127 

Eliz.  Tanner 

30 

William  Spears 

25 

12 

Joseph  Russ 

50 

Hugh  P.  Spears     - 

25 

10 

W.  S.  Mooring     - 

30 

Thomas  Orman     - 

50 

29 

j  G.  A.  Pease 

8 

William  S.  Pope    - 

75 

72 

Adam  Fortune 

17 

W.  J.  Watson 

50 

James  J.  Pittman  - 

76 

And  the  following  subscriptions  having  no  amounts  affixed  to  their  nan 


Joseph  Armstrong 
Wilson  Royal 
Owen  Williams 


John  Ward 
King  Johnston 
R.  J.  Martin 


Benjamin  Brown 
Joel  Hamiter 
W.  J.  Mauldin, 


This  list  is  also  found  inserted  in  the  book  recording  the  proceedings 
the  first  board  of  directors,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  made  and  I 
warded  by  the  commissioners  named  in  the  second  section  of  the  chart 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President, 
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It  does  not  appear  that  books  for  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Union  Bank  of  Florida  were  opened  at  St  Augustine,  Jacksonville,  -or 
Key  West,  as  provided  for  in  the  2d  section  of  the  charter  of  the  bank* 
The  causes  of  the  omission  are  unknown  to  the  subscriber. 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President. 


B. 

Union  Bank  of  Florida,  February  21, 1840. 

Sis:  Annexed  are  the  names  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
or rf  the  Territory,  and  elected  by  the  stockholders  of  this  bank  for  each 
Erf  its  existence.  I  think  that  John  A.  Cuthbert,  Esq.,  must  have 
the  director  whose  name  is  omitted  in  the  list  of  directors  for  1833. 
Art  it  may  have  been  another  name. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President. 
E.  E.  Blackburn,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

h  answer  to  the  inquiry  far  the  names  of  the  directors  of  the  Union  Bank 

of  Florida  for  each  year. 

11>e  first  board  of  directors  was  appointed  by  the  Executive  of  tkt 
Tratory. 

The  directors  were  for  1833 — John  G.  Gamble,  Wm.  B.  Nuttail,  Green 
iChtires,  John  K.  Campbell,  Thos.  Preston,  jr.,  Isham  G.  Searcy, 
LA  Thompson,  Chs.  H.  Da  Pont,  Joseph  McBride,  Jno.  L.  Doggett, 
JmUmh  Robinson,  and  one  other  whose  name  cannot  be  found. 

11»  directors  for  the  year  1834  were — 

On  the  part  of  the  Territory  :  Wm.  B.  Nuttail,  Romeo  Lewis,  Hemy 
Gee, Freeman  Fitzgerald,  Robt  Gamble. 

Elected  by  the  stockholders  :  John  G.  Gamble,  Achille  Murat,  E.  B. 
lbs,  Thos.  Brown,  Geo.  W.  Ward,  Joseph  McBride. 

The  directors  for  the  year  1835  were — 

Territorial :  Rob.  Gamble,  Hen.  Gee,  H.  W.  Braden,  A.  Alston,  R.  C« 


By  the  stockholders :  John  G.  Gamble,  Joseph  McBride,  F.  FitzgezaLtj 
Ghs.EDu  Pont,  James  Gadsden,  Wm.  B.  Nuttail,  Geo.  T.  Ward. 

Directors  for  the  year  1836  were — 

Tutorial:    R.  Gamble,  R.  C.  Allen,  H.  W.  Braden,  H.  Gee,  A. 


By  tfu  stockholders :  John  G.  Gamble,  Joseph  McBride,  Geo.  T.  Ward, 
fc  Widen,  Thos.  Orman,  F.  Fitzgerald,  E.  B.  Vass. 

Diftctors  for  the  year  1837  were — 

Territorial :   R.  Gamble,  R.  W.  Alston,  H.  W.  Braden,  Sam.  PaikhtH, 

Henry  Gee. 

By  the  stockholders :    John  G.  Gamble,  Tom  Peter  Cbairea,  Jos. 
McBait,  Ghi.  H.  Du  Pont,  Jas.  Gadsden,  Geo.  T.  Ward,  E.  B.  Yeas. 

Dmm  for  the  year  1838— 

Territorial :  Robt.  Gamble,  R.  W.  Alston,  H.  W.  Braden,  S.  Pwtohfll, 
Henry  fl» 

4 
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By  the  stockholders :  John  G.  Gamble,  Tom  Peter  Chaires,  Josep 
McBride,  Chs.  H.  Du  Pont,  Jas.  Gadsden,  E.  B.  Vass,  Geo.  T.  Ward. 

Directors  for  the  year  1839 — 

Territorial :  Rob.  Gamble,  R.  W.  Alston,  H.  W.  Braden,  S.  Parkhil 
H.  Gee. 

By  stockholders :  John  G.  Gamble,  Tom  P.  Chaires,  Jos.  McBrid 
Chs.  H.  Du  Pont,  Jas.  Gadsden,  E.  B.  Vass,  Geo.  T.  Ward. 

Directors  for  the  year  1840 — 

Territorial :  Thos.  Baltzell,  R.  H.  Bradford,  Jas.  M.  Gilchrist,  G.  ? 
Holland,  Richard  Hayward. 

By  the  stockholders  :  John  G.  Gamble,  Chs.  H.  Du  Pont,  Tom  Ptet 
Chaires,  James  Gadsden,  George  T.  Ward,  Robert  W.  Williams,  Ban! 
Meachem. 


C. 

Union  Bank  of  Florida, 

January 25 ,  1840. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  memorandum  left  with  me  on  the  23d  instant, 
have  the  honor  to  state — 

That  this  bank  has,  at  different  times,  received  bonds  of  the  Territtt 
of  Florida,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  $3,050,000 — viz  :  3,050  bom 
of  one  thousand  dollars  each  ;  of  which  50  bonds,  payable  at  the  Baa 
of  the  United  States,  in  Philadelphia,  on  1st  July,  1854,  bear  interest  1 
the  rate  of  8  per  centum  per  annum,  semi-annually.  The  bonds  are  sigi 
ed  R.  K.  Call,  Governor  of  Florida.  20  bonds  are  dated  on  1st  Augm 
1839,  and  30  bonds  dated  1st  November,  1839.  These  were  issued  i 
conformity  with  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Council,  at  its  last  session,  ei 
titled,  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  military  laws  now  in  force." 

The  remaining  3,000  bonds  were  received  in  conformity  with  the  101 
and  31st  sections  of  the  charter  of  this  bank.     Of  these — 
,  360  bonds,  dated  16th  April,  1834,  are  signed  by  W.  P.  Duval,  Off 
enior. 

.  640  bonds,  dated  31st  January,  1835,  are  signed  by  John  H.  Eato 
Governor. 

The  above  1,000  bonds  are  payable  (interest  and  principal)  at  the  Ph 
nix  Bank  of  New  York. 

260  bonds  are  payable        -  -  1st  January,  1858 '»' 

250  do.        do.  1st  January,  1860    : 

250  do.        do.  1st  January,  1862 

250  do.        do.  -  -  -      1st  January,  1864 

The  remaining  2,000  bonds  are  dated  1st  January,  1838,  and  are  signs 
"by  R.  K.  Call,  Governor.     Whereof 

500  bonds  are  payable        -  -  -      1st  January,  1862     i 

600         do.        do.  -  -  -      1st  January,  1864  ' 

600         do.        do.  1st  January,  1866     ' 

600         do.        do.  1st  January,  1868 

*  Place  of  payment  by  endorsement  on  bonds — 
200  bonds  at  American  Life  Insurance  &  Trust  Co.,  New  York. 
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100  bonds  at  the  counting-house  of  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  Amsterdam. 

1,700 bonds  at  the  counting-house  of  Messrs.  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,. 
&  Co.,  London. 

The  1,000  bonds  signed  by  Governors  Duval  and  Eaton,  were  sold  in 
Sew  York,  in  September,  1854,  by  John  G.  Gamble,  agent.  Thepurcha- 
•oswere  Messrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King;  Messrs.  J.  D.  Beers  &  Co. ; 
tnd  Messrs.  L.  &  S.  Joseph,  of  New  York ;  and  Messrs.  Thomas  Biddle 
&  Co.,  of  Philadelphia.  * 

800  bonds  were  sold  at  a  premium  of  half  of  one  per  cent 
500  bonds  were  sold  at  a  premium  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent 
Miking  an  average  of  one  per  cent  premium. 

lie  payments  were  in  monthly  instalments  of  $100,000  each,  with  the 
jnnlege  of  anticipating  the  instalments.  These  instalments  were  gen- 
ially anticipated.     The  interest  commenced  from  the  time  of  payment 

John  G.  Gamble  was  deputed,  in  the  summer  of  1838,  to  make  sale  of 
the  2,000  bonds  signed  by  Governor  Call.  His  instructions  were  to  sell 
« the  "  best  price  attainable,  which  would  produce  not  less  than  par  in 
Nahassee."  The  agent  visited  New  York,  London,  Amsterdam,  Bremen*, 
ad  Hamburg,  and  disposed  of  1,280  bonds,  on  terms  which  produced 
k  Tallahassee  $1,374,901  20,  which  is  $94,901  20  more  than  the  jw 
Trine  of  bonds.     This  is  a  premium  of  7.41  per  cent 

lie  remaining  720  bonds  were  left  for  sale  with  the  banking-house  of 
Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.,  of  London,  and  advices  have 
been  received  of  the  sale  of  sixteen  of  those  bonds,  at  prices  which, { 
lift  the  current  rate  of  exchange,  will  cause  them  to  produce,  in  Talla- 
hme,  a  premium  of  ten  per  cent 

Of  die  1,296  bonds  which  have  been  sold — 

30  were  sold  at  par  in  Florida  and  New  Orleans  money. 
•  MO  were  sold  at  a  nominal  discount  of  3  per  cent. 

SOI        do.  do.  do.  8      do. 

960        do.  do.  do.  9      do. 

15       do.  do.  do.  10      do. 

The  bonds  remaining  for  sale  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Palmers,  McKil- 
lop, Dent,  &  Co.,  704  bonds,  have  been  hypothecated  ta  secure  the  pay- 
ment to  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  the  sum  of 
|B3£33  33,  which  was  borrowed  from  said  bank.  A  debt  which  this 
\nk  will  use  every  effort  to  pay  from  other  funds.  The  hypothecation 
vm  made  under  an  entire  confidence  that  a  satisfactory  sale  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial bonds  could  be  made  to  meet  that  object 

Of  the  bonds  stated  to  have  been  sold — 

UO  vere  sold  to  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  of  Amsterdam. 
to  the  American  Life  and  Trust  Company,  New  York, 
to  Messrs.  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.,  of  London. 
46  to  other  parties  in  small  amounts. 

The  contractors  in  every  case  of  sale  mentioned  have  honorably  fulfilled 
to  contracts.  28  of  the  bonds  mentioned  as  having  been  sold,  were 
pid  for  by  28  bonds  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  endorsed  by  the  Bank  of 
unusroa,  payable  and  paid  on  1st  July  last 

The  charter  of  the  bank,  in  the  10th  section,  prescribes  the  form  of 
territorial  bond  which  is  to  be  issued,  and  in  the  accompanying  documents 
Umbered  1,  2,  and  3,  the  committee  will  find  copies  or  facsimiles  of  the 

Wis  received  by  this  bank. 
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No.  1  i*  a  blank  bond  and/ac  simile  of  the  640  bonds  issued  and  sign- 
ed by  Governor  Eaton.    We  have  no  fac  simile  of  the  360  bonds  sigofd 
fcfy  Governor  Duval. 
•  ffo.  %  is  a/oc  Jtmife  of  the  2,000  bonds  signed  by  Governor  Call. 

No.  3  is  a/ac  simt/e  of  the  50  bonds  signed  by  Governor  Call  in  pop* 
snance  of  the  law  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

The  interest  upon  all  the  bonds  which  have  been  disposed  of  by  Ail 
bank  has  been  punctually  paid  on  the  1st  January  and  1st  July  in  etjcft 
year,  where  the  same  became  due  and  payable.  The  payment  of  said  k- 
terest  has  always  been  made  in  specie  or  its  equivalent. 

The  interest  due  on  the  1st  January  (instant)  upon  the  60  bonds  mm 
held  by  the  bank,  and  which  was  payable  at  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  Philadelphia,  has  been  paid  here,  by  charging  the  amount  03 

t  1,066  50  to  the  debit  of  the  account  of  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  ai 
'loridju 

Of  the  present  value  of  the  bonds  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  in  fa 
American  or  the  European  market,  this  bank  can  give  no  information 
It  is  not  believed  that  any  of  the  bonds  are  held  in  the  United  Sts$f^ 
leaving  been  long  since  transmitted  to  ajid  sold  in  Europe. 

The  last  accounts  from  Europe  state  that  every  species  of  AmeMq 
securities  were  greatly  depressed  in  value,  and  many  entirely  unsafeaMi 

SUt  if  the  several  States  shall  continue  (as  they  doubtless  will)  tp  Uf0j 
igir  engagements  honorably,  by  the  punctual  payment  of  the  intet&tti  ' 
their  respective  bonds,  there  is  no  doubt  that  reaction  will  take  place/, 
that  American  securities  will  soon  rate  as  high  as  ever.    So  far  at 
bank  is  concerned,  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Territory  of  Florida 
remain  unimpeached. 

Very  respectftilly, 
JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Preside* 
E.  E.  Blackburn,  Esq., 

Chairman  Committee  of  Banks* 


D. 

BANK  STATEMENTS. 

Union  Bank  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee ,  January  $,  lQl^ 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  18th  section  of  its  charter,  I  hptrfil 
hand  you  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Union  Bank  of  FMn 
sworn  to  by  the  cashier,  lor  the  purpose  of  being  laid  before  the  l^pp* 
live  Council. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

JOHN  G,  GAMBIA 
J*«g  SL  E4.T0K,  Esq., 

Governor  of  Florida. 


It 

lb 

t 
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Satitntnt  of  the   Union  Bank  of  Florida,  on  Saturday  evenings  Ja*h 

uary  2,.  1836. 

lb  stock  notes  discounted       -  $589,832  51 

ftUk  of  exchange  do.  385,136  28 

Holes  do.  581,874  37 

$1,556,343  to 

Anmnt  due  from  other  banks  18,097  33 

Amount  due  from  agency  at  Appalachicola      61,583  19 

T9,680« 

Omk  Balance ,  viz :  In  specie  and  U.  S.  notes  73,248  84 

In  notes  of  other  banks    18,833  00 

92^081  84 

1,728,605  8b 

—       ■  -u 


^*>ck $1,000,000  00 
•diridual  deposites           .....   100,705  71 
By  amounts  aue  to  other  banks    ....    179,849  9ft 
m  notes  in  circulation      .....  335,150  00 
wcount  and  premium  account     -            -    125,028  24 
From  which  deduct,  viz : 
Interest  on  Territorial  bonds  $51,841  02 
Expense  account    -            -   20,286  73 

72^27  75 

Leaving  as  surplus  profits    -  -  52,900  49 ) 

to  be  applied  according  to  the  23d  section  of  the  >     62,900  49 
charter  y 

$1,728,505  02 

-        j, 

JOHN  PARKHILL,  Cashiet. . 
Cnoir  Bank  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee,  January  2, 1836. 

TtanroRY  of  Florida,  Leon  county. 

ftttwally  appeared  before  me,  Robert  J.  Hackley,  a  justice  of  th4 

Ktot  the  county  aforesaid,  John  Parkhill,  cashier  of  the  Union  Baal: 
fida,  who  made  oath  that  the  above  account  is  true  as  stated,  to  the 
thltf  his  knowledge  and  belief. 
Cbm  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  4th  January,  1836. 

ROBERT  J.  HACKLEY,/.  P.  [l.  s.) 
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*nt  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  as  rendered  to  the  Governor  and 
Legislative  Council,  January  1, 1839. 


note  discounted  - 

lanrwaiock  - 

a  oaaa1  cash  stock  - 

•••ew  cash  stock  - 

jkMtoBmit  - 

•*■**»  payable  in  Tallahassee 

■Mutes  payable  in  suit    - 

■  ■fcr  protest  from  Central  Bank 

if*  exchange  mataring        - 

a*  exchange  under  protest,  securities  deposited  in  bank 

tfricsinge  in  suit  in  New  Orleans 

(jof  the  Bask  at  St  Joseph's 

i  fi  to  be  settled  for  - 

Kaecoa&t    - 

■at  United  States  - 

k*  expedition  - 

other  hanks  - 

hove  and  lot  - 

see  ia  specie  - 

faker  banks  - 


$610,154  43 

939,489  45 

3,800  00 

13,635  00 

47,703  00 


948,305  84 

33,763  65 

9,366  39 


14,389  34 
1,046  93 


104,751  37 
67,459  00 


* 

astoek 
»•  sock 


•1,000,000  00 

9,300  00 

-     136,400  00 


ms,  unpaid  •  - 

ads  for  Central  Bank  stock,  unpaid     -  -  • 

•rial  bends  disposed  of  by  John  G.  Gamble,  agent 

tdae  to  other  banks        - 

idee  to  Central  Bank      - 

tdae  to  Ay  mar  &  Co.,  New  York        ... 

i  doe  to  Hamilton  &  Co.,  New  York,  to  be  applied  to  protested  bills 

sipped  by  Central  Bank,  to  be  applied  to  protested  bills,  Ac. 

naif  depositee  issued  by  Central  Bank 

aaa  bills  returned  protested 

BdkK 


■aW  premium 

•  ■  Territorial  bonds 

(•bank  bonds 

ft  of  bank  and  agency 


iaa  of  the  bank 


$60,000  00 

3,949  93 

36,683  33 


-  #291,335  69 


100,661  39 


90,518  36 


300,817  43 


11,614,571  87 
141,086  34 


990,334  88 

104,393  74 

345,331  83 

15,000  00 

76,046  70 

3,870  61 

416  81 


15,436  87 

134,704  33 

14,969  90 


173,810  87 


3,635,373  43 


SI,  145,700  00 
553,006  31 
366,400  00 
36,715  00 
547,500  00 
115,990  39 
58,905  19 
40,000  00 
3,386  77 
13,599  73 
630  16 
93  34 


301,478  88 
551,747  00 


3,695,373  43 


HDb\817  43  surplus  profit  for  the  past  year,  to  be  applied  according  to  the  33d  sec- 

eatrter  of  the  bank.  „*.„„    *  .. 

JOHN  PARKH1LL,  Cashier. 


Stale  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  on  Wednesday )  January  1 


To  stock-notes  discounted 
To  stock-notes  in  suit 

To  notes  and  bonds  discounted    - 
To  notes  and  bonds  in  suit 

To  bills  of  exchange  maturing     - 
To  bills  of  exchange  returned  protested 
To  bills  of  exchange  in  suit  in  New  Orleans 

To  Territorial  bonds  unsold 

To  Florida  8  per  cent,  stock 

To  pre  mi  am  on  bank  stock  purchased 

To  protest  account 

To  amounts  due  by  banks  and  agents 

To  agency  at  St.  Joseph's 

To  real  estate,  Tallahassee 

To  real  estate,  St.  Joseph's  and  Jackson  counties 

To  real  estate,  Richmond,  in  trust 

Cash  balance,  specie 

Central  bank  notes  uncancelled  - 
Notes  of  other  banks 


81,818,540  SI 
18,103  00 

1,253,058  16 
164,679  69 


63,068  08 

151,747  27 

21,778  57 


15,169  90 

59,223  57 

9,971  84 


36,728  53 

88,499  00 

1,765  00 


-$3,000,000  00 
-      154,300  00 


By  stock  ... 

By  cash  stock         ... 

By  amount  due  to  banks  and  agents  -  t 

To  the  credit  of  J.  G.  Gamble,  entries  not  yet  made  to  balance  account 
By  cotton  sales,  to  be  applied  to  advances  made 


By  certificates  of  deposues 
By  deposite 

By  circulation 

By  sinking  fund 

By  discount  account 

From  which  deduct  incidental  ex- 
penses 

Interest  paid  on  bank  and  Terri- 
torial bonds 

Loss  on  exchange  in  transmitting 


-  $236,122  25 
838,066  49 


36,172  43 
180,436  44 


302,177  06 


165,997  05 
3,273  65 


197,337  19 


Balance  to  be  carried  to  sinking  fund,  to  be  applied  according 
to  the  23d  section  of  the  charter 


28,785  06 


$1,6 
M 

S 


4,f 


3,1 

.    1 
3 


4,< 


JOHN  PARKHILL, 
Territory  op  Florida,  county  of  Leon. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  ajustice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  J 
hill,  cohier  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  made  oath  that  the  above  statem 
rect,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this 
January,  1840. 

WM.  H1LLIAR 
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Ascriptions  to  the  new  stock  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida. 


m. 

l                            Residence. 

Date. 

Shares 

Allotment. 

-uiwiifi. 

New. 

Old. 

i  Wss 

er          -     Jefferson 

Oct.  26, 1837 

75 

ll-Mlil 

Gadsden 

ti 

40 

20 

%» 

-     Madison 

Oct.  27    « 

300 

1,,, 

« 

" 

300 

20 

in 

St.  Joseph 

» 

200 

20 

rniii 

Leon 

" 

50O 

528 

25 

\rk\v 

sll          -     Jackson 

ii 

200 

no 

U 

hckw 

all          -     Frauklin 

« 

250 

[■trie] 

" 

500 

ood 

300 

I 

Leon 

« 

60 

rock 

»               >. 

« 

50 

I 

« 

Oct.  28    « 

250 

20 

» 

« 

« 

200 

« 

■i 

180 

20 

rn 

« 

« 

100 

20 

»n ' 

« 

<i 

20 

8 

den 

« 

« 

200 

20 

m 

ii 

ii 

550 

569 

a 

M 

" 

ii 

247 

143 

53 

btd 

» 

ii 

10 

9 

Net 

-     St.  Joseph 

« 

300 

A 

-     Gadsden 

" 

25 

Fhho 

•     Leon 

Oct.  31    ■ 

125 

id 

-     Madison 

ii 

200 

fcHar 

" 

ii 

50 

"Sanin 

« 

ii 

50 

U,,r 

« 

» 

200 

20 

UH| 

-     Gadsden 

ti 

50 

ting 

-     Jefferson 

« 

70 

%, 

i* 

ii 

220 

203 

120 

»«!S 

'i 

Nov.  1      " 

300 

69 

114 

Mk 

Madison 

ii 

80 

20 

fa 

-     Jefferson 

« 

400 

H'il<i]]i 

-     Jackson 

« 

250 

179 

71 

■1 

-     Jefferson 

ti 

150 

20 

n&tl 

" 

ii 

200 

'":::;■.,, | 

" 

50 

20 

« 

it 

ii 

500 

438 

210 

'!  j]. 

-     Leon 

ii 

600 

619 

291 

V'-Nu 

tall        -     Jefferson 

ii 

480 

126 

46T 

T«N 

Gadsden 

« 

300 

205 

147 

4*1 

■     Jefferson 

Oct.  18, 1837 

120 

120 

[*<*1 


eo 

E — Continued. 


Nunc*. 

Residence. 

Dale. 

Shares 
nibscrib. 

i 
is 

D.  Williams  - 

Jefferson 

Oct  18,1837 

90 

Thomas  Moore 

Leon 

" 

65 

K.  Binnley     - 

« 

" 

200 

John  S.  Taylor 

« 

" 

300 

John  Taylor  - 

« 

" 

300 

8.  Puktaill     - 

« 

" 

1000 

IS 

Henry  B.  Bradford     - 

« 

" 

200 

R.C.  Allen    - 

« 

" 

500 

1 

J.  H.  Duval  - 

« 

« 

240 

R.  J.  Hackley 

« 

" 

100 

R.  R.  Pilgrim 

" 

" 

20 

T.  Baltzel      • 

Jackson  • 

" 

500 

H.  L.  Rutgers 

Leon 

« 

25 

J.  Coe 

Gadsden 

« 

400 

s 

C.  H.  Dupont 

" 

" 

200 

1 

D.  L.  Kenan 

« 

" 

200 

8.  Sadbury    - 

« 

" 

100 

Jesse  McCall 

" 

" 

150 

James  Gibson 

« 

" 

200 

s 

James  M.  Harris 

« 

« 

100 

W.  B.  McCall 

« 

« 

35 

W.  Williams 

Leon 

« 

400 

W.  Gassoway 

" 

" 

100 

D.  0.  Wilson 

" 

u 

180 

D.  H.  Graham 

« 

« 

126 

C.  Rouse 

« 

" 

125 

1 

A.  F.  Duval  - 

« 

" 

225 

] 

3.  D.  Edwards 

Jefferson 

« 

260 

s 

J.  Moore 

Madison 

« 

50 

E.  B.  Vass     - 

Jefferson 

« 

200 

1 

W.  P.  Craig  - 

Leon 

« 

1000 

R.  Gamble     - 

Jefferson 

« 

650 

a 

A.  Alston 

" 

« 

200 

E.  W.  Wirt   - 

« 

« 

1000 

E 

J.  R.  Dorsey  - 

Leon 

" 

200 

F.  Ernes 

J.  C.  McGehea 

Madison 

768 
600 

t 

1 

I.  R.  Harris   - 

« 

Oct  19,1837 

150 

H.V.  Snail    • 

« 

« 

100 

B.  Chains     - 

« 

" 

2350 

J.  D.  Gray     ■ 
j.D.  Wasco tt,  jr. 

" 

" 

300 

«* 

" 

100 

P.  W.  Geutier,  jr. 

" 

" 

300 

61 


[447] 
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• 

Allotment. 

Nina. 

Residence* 

Date. 

Shares 

sabscrib. 

New. 

Old. 

gvfaOA 

Madison 

Oct  19, 1837 

60 

oyd  - 

« 

cc 

600 

nmn 

Gadsden 

a 

160 

20 

Troakey 

St  Joseph     - 

cc 

600 

Imer 

Jefferson 

cc 

160 

Q      . 

Leon 

cc 

300 

340 

160 

adfcid 

« 

M 

160 

97 

34 

adfcrd 

« 

<i 

160 

20 

r 

« 

cc 

100 

31 

21 

1 

« 

cc 

1200 

)fd  • 

« 

cc 

600 

342 

63 

sdolph 

" 

cc 

100 

100 

43 

fanan* 

« 

M 

60 

• 

^tar  • 

« 

CC 

160 

20 

llamy 

Jackson 

CC 

260 

148 

91 

nidge 

Jefferson 

Oct  20, 1837 

600 

136 

5 

aring 

Leon 

u 

40 

itlin  - 

« 

u 

300 

260 

10 

iriey  - 

« 

u 

60 

20 

lley  . 

<* 

«  . 

200 

nth  - 

Gadsden 

« 

100 

20 

grim 

« 

u 

100 

22 

1Q 

•      • 

Leon 

cc 

300 

67 

kniel 

« 

CI 

160 

20 

ipton 

Madison 

Oct  21, 1837 

600 

236 

251 

boston 

Jefferson 

CC 

700 

IMogston 

Madison 

<C 

600 

40 

8 

item 

Jefferson 

M 

300 

20 

fctkburn 

<< 

CI 

200 

20 

&:     : 

« 
« 

CC 
CC 

160 

40 

17 
13 

Ate- 

Leon 

a 

100 

!**  - 

Jefferson 

cc 

40 

*  - 

Leon 

M 

200 

64 

H 

*n  . 

Jefferson 

CC 

800 

760 

24 

Gwi*,«r. 

cc 

M 

200 

61 

"¥ 

(Mb  . 

Leon 

i< 

120 

20 

t*  - 

Jefferson 

a 

69 

23 

9 

Vim  • 

Leon 

cc 

100 

20 

« 

Oct  23, 1837 

100 

20 

^P 

« 

cc 

40 

20 

2** 

CC 

cc 

170 

139 

49 

fc*  . 

« 

cc 

200 

m 

U4 

13 

•  Hm  old  stock  in  name  of  Watts, 


im 


61 

E — Continued. 


— 

Residence. 

Dale. 

Share* 

6 
M 

Dr.  J.  Elliott  - 

Jefferson     ■*  - 

Oct  23, 1837 

500 

J.P.Duval    - 

Leon 

H 

600 

W.  Treadwell 

» 

.  « 

300 

R,  W.  Alston 

« 

Oct.  24, 1837 

260 

A.  Alston 

« 

« 

260 

V 

T.  Monroe     - 

Gadsden 

« 

200 

0.  H.  Gadsden 

Jefferson 

" 

50 

1 

J.  H.  Sylvester 

Gadsden 

Oct  25, 1837 

50 

R.  Wilson      - 

" 

« 

50 

J.  B.  Lancaster 

Duval 

« 

100 

lira.  M.  Taliaferro      - 

Ta      - 

« 

100 

G,  T.Ward    - 

Leon  - 

** 

258 

2 

A.  Wirick       - 

Jefferson 

« 

200 

Dennis  Hawkins 

Madison 

« 

250 

1 

L.  Church     - 

« 

" 

250 

1 

R,  Hay  ward    - 

Leon 

Oct  26, 1837 

350 

2 

R.  Hay  ward  &.  Co.     - 

« 

" 

300 

J.  A.  Goff       - 

Jefferson 

" 

80 

J.  Stephens    - 

» 

" 

30 

W.  Mills 

Gadsden 

Nov.  2, 1837 

10 

J.  Thomas      - 

« 

« 

50 

T.  Mills 

« 

« 

45 

F.  J.  Simpson 

Leon 

« 

40 

B.  G.  Waring 

« 

3 

100 

A.  Hand 

Gadsden 

« 

15 

B.  Hasan 

Leon 

« 

20 

T.  King 

T.  A.  Betton  - 

Jackson 

« 

100 

Leon 

4 

100 

W.  Childress 

« 

6 

16 

D.  Bird 

Jefferson 

7 

600 

3 

T.  Purifoy     - 

« 

" 

150 

J.  Broden 

« 

" 

100 

B.  Johnson     • 

Leon 

« 

200 

J.  Wilson 

Gadsden 

« 

10 

L.  G.  Lamb    - 

Leon 

« 

200 

H.  Washington 

« 

« 

200 

U.  Wood 

Gadsden 

8 

50 

J.  McPhaul     - 

" 

a      • 

25 

J.  McBride     - 

« 

" 

500 

1 

L.  H.  Branch 

Leon 

9 

160 

D.  McRaeny  - 

« 

« 

200 

A.  N.  Johnson 

Gadsden 

" 

100 

G.H.Long    - 

« 

" 

40 

B.  Meachazn  - 

" 

10 

160 

63 
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Allotment. 

Names. 

Residence. 

Date. 

Share" 
subscrib. 

New. 

Old. 

HA     - 

Leon 

Nov:  11, 1837 

140 

20 

Ihrbell 

a 

13 

600 

TflHuns 

« 

<c 

800 

20 

lores             -  j 

CC 

1000 

tyton 

Jackson 

u 

100 

64 

5 

boie  - 

Leon 

15 

60 

20 

nan    - 

a 

a 

160 

20 

eu     - 

a 

a 

600 

20 

•                        • 

Jackson 

a 

100 

rdon  - 

u 

cc 

100 

man  - 

« 

CC 

100 

ipmmn 

« 

CC 

300 

123 

63 

tutner 

Madison 

CC 

200 

429 

68 

•rant  - 

Leon 

16 

200 

20 

11       - 

« 

« 

26 

me- 

Franklin 

18 

300 

aner  - 

« 

CC 

300 

i 

Jackson 

CC 

260 

Bible  - 

Leon 

ii 

1600 

1089 

1079 

Hunter 

Gadsden 

ii 

100 

toun  - 

Leon 

CC 

170 

20 

ntte  * 

« 

• 

CC 

100 

Hon   - 

<< 

CC 

30 

bunder 

Madison 

90 

60 

12 

7 

m    - 

u 

ii 

20 

U       . 

Gadsden 

ii 

26 

' 

Um». 

Jefferson 

ii 

600 

20 

frhn  . 

Leon 

21 

200 

M  flh    — 

Jefferson 

ii 

600 

336 

473 

»«.W.  Stevens 

« 

ii 

100 

T«W.  Seabrook 

« 

ii 

100 

flknl  - 

« 

ii 

100 

ahg   - 

Leon 

22 

300 

20 

^U.  Hunter    - 

Gadsden 

CC 

200 

fcvn  • 

Leon 

CC 

260 

S^g* 

u 

23 

100 

63 

13 

u 

it 

100 

Jefferson 

ii 

60 

Uofff 

Madison 

ii 

400 

20 

■ttroet  - 

Hamilton 

ii 

20 

20 

tottstreet 
•Otena 

a 

ii 

26 

12 

Madison 

24 

160 

20 

Leon 

25 

36 

9 

Gfetenay 

<< 

CC 

60 

20 

l**11 


64 

E — Continued. 


Naves. 

Rcaideace. 

Dale. 

lobacria. 

N 

W.  C.  Smith  • 

Jefferson 

Nov.  26, 1837 

50 

P.  Simmons  - 

Jackson 

u 

60 

J.  Robinson  - 

« 

n 

300 

2 

J.  Ruse,  sr.     - 

« 

u 

200 

Charles  Cola 

Leon 

27 

120 

W.  Mailer       ■ 

« 

200 

1 

R.  K.  West    - 

« 

28 

160 

D.C.Clark   • 

Jefferson 

200 

H.  M-Bale    . 

Leon 

29 

60 

Hardy  More  • 
E.  Wood 

Jefferson 

30 

70 

" 

Deo.  1      " 

200 

J.  Carnochan 

Gadsden 

200 

Nourse  &  Brooks 

Appalachicola 

600 

H.  Nourse 

" 

600 

E.  White 

Leon 

600 

F.  Fitzgerald 

Gadsden 

600 

1 

J.  L.  MiddUmorth     . 

Appalachicola 

2 

600 

A.  Young 

Jackson 

2 

60 

Ieham  Johnson 

Gadsden 

2 

30 

W.  S.  Mooring 

Jackson 

2 

76 

J.  S.  Hart      - 

Leon 

2 

100 

J.  L.  Hart 

« 

2 

100 

W.  W.  Hart  . 

'< 

2 

76 

J.  S.  Russell  - 

« 

2 

40 

J.  M.  Elliott  . 

Gadsden 

2 

18 

M.  A.  Annistoed 

Leon 

4 

160 

Daniel  Houck 

« 

5 

30 

J.  Spivey 

S.  J.  Baker    . 

Gadsden 
Jackson 

5 
6 

60 
76 

J,  Baker 

« 

6 

100 

Frances  Toven 

Gadsden 

6 

60 

0.  Michaux 

« 

6 

CO 

E.  6i  A.  Shepard 

*' 

6 

SO 

W.  T.  Bostwick 

u 

6 

60 

J.  L.  McKinnon 

" 

6 

100 

Charles  Haire 

St.  Joseph 

6 

200 

8.  W.  Snell   - 

Leon 

7 

200 

John  S.  Wyche 

Madison 

7 

160 

J.  W.  Haile    • 

Leon 

8 

60 

J.  Powell       . 

" 

9 

600 

W.  A.  Oarr    - 

« 

9 

900 

J.  Tatum 

« 

9 

n 

W.  Anderson 

Pensacola 

• 

400 

95 


c««n 


E — Continued. 


mm 

^^*k  A 

AIM  III  Ml 

Baaes. 

Residence. 

Date. 

Shara 

rabacrib. 

Mew. 

OWL 

oton 

Leon 

Dec.  9, 1837 

25 

13 

XL 

Jefferson 

9 

30 

Appalachicola 

11 

300 

20 

U    - 

« 

11 

100 

Rages 

Jefferaon 

11 

60 

20 

tots 

« 

12 

200 

20 

■by  - 
Mlind 

« 

12 

700 

226 

2 

« 

13 

400 

20 

n 

Gadsden 

13 

800 

aoo  - 

<< 

13 

100 

v.  a. 

meron 

Pensacola 

13 

300 

spord 

Leon 

13 

400 

ramlin 

« 

14 

20 

ler    - 

Madison 

14 

70 

It     - 

Leon 

14 

600 

y.  a. 

mg  - 

« 

14 

600 

20 

wstzeet 

Madison 

14 

75 

y.  a. 

XK>n  - 

Walton 

16 

3 

ootid 

« 

16 

4 

4 

i 

" 

16 

3 

3 

■nay 

u 

16 

3 

3 

■ 

cLean 

u 

16 

17 

16 

onald 

a 

16 

4 

4 

bUet 

u 

16 

6 

6 

6od 

(( 

16 

8 

8 

McLean 

« 

16 

25 

20 

i 

icLoan 

« 

16 

11 

11 

■ 

leLsod 

« 

16 

5 

4 

BbM 

Leon 

18 

20 

lUoek 

Jackson 

18 

50 

8 

mm- 

« 

18 

50 

(faith 

« 

19 

60 

IWril 

« 

20 

60 

ib    - 

Gadsden 

20 

100 

20 

die  - 

Madison 

20 

100 

20 

*  Ware 

Jefferson 

20 

400 

m 

« 

21 

40 

19 

i 

far   . 

« 

21 

220 

y.  a. 

, 

bCaO 

Gadsden 

21 

50 

20 

•Godwin 

Jackson 

22 

50 

Lwr  - 

Alachua 

22 

250 

Qb    . 

} 

C 

10 

lb    - 

>Leon 

22 

150-? 

8 

lb    . 

K 

i 

20 

ffftdwaid 

I  Jackson 

23 

20 

i 

£  tt»-!] 


66 


Names. 


D.  W.  Home  - 

E.  C.  Cabell  - 
James  Spears 
Wesley  Forbes 
T.  L.  Hall     - 
M.  G.  Robinson 
E.  Wqody     - 
M.  Hickins    - 
B.  Manning  - 

B.  &  J.  Manning 
W.  Maner 

W.  R.  Mathers 

Joseph  Moore 

J.  Wooten 

Charles  B.  West 

R.  C.  Adams 

T.  Hardiman 

A.  F.  Holmes 

J.  Lott 

L.  Lott 

W.  B.  Cheesborough 

John  Miller    - 

A.  L.  Allison 

A.  P.  Duval  - 

C.  G.  English 
J.  S.  Bond ,  - 
Haywood  (fcThompson 

D.  Hankins   - 
R.  H.  Howern 
L.  J.  McMillan 
R.  J.  Floyd   - 

A.  Townsend 

B.  W.  Gduxe  - 
R.1},  Berry  - 
John  Smith   - 
J.  R.  Qrefen    - 
TVF.  Ashr    r 
M*. Bu^i  - 
R.  !H,  Berry  - 
J.  f>.  Billingaley 
De^ioia&Co. 
J.  J.  £dw4qk 
O.!  Sutton      - 
J.  &  A.  P&ker 
N/Shelftr     - 


E — Continued. 

Residence. 

Date. 

Sham  ' 

_A 

subacrib. 

N< 

Jackson 

Dec.  23, 1837 

• 

Jefferson 

23 

300 

Leon 

26 

3 

« 

26 

100 

4 

« 

26 

100 

« 

29 

40 

Appalachicola 
Gaasden 

29 
29 

200 
50 

* 
1 
i 

Leon 

29 

100 

r. 

Jefferson 

29 

200 

i 
i 

Leon 

29 

200 

v. 

Jefferson 

29 

39 

i 
i 

Madison 

29 

50 

4 

Jefferson 

29 

20 

1 

Leon 

Jan.  1,1838 

50 

t 
1 

Jackson 

9 

l 

125 

r.] 

Jefferson 

3 

50 

u 

4 

120 

Jackson 

4 

60 

a 

4 

50 

t 

u 

4 

50 

Madison 

5 

150 

1 

Appalachicola 

6 

350 

Leon 

6 

75 

V. 

« 

7 

350 

Jefferson 

7 

100 

4 

> 

« 

7 

150 

Madison 

10 

200 

1 

« 

10 

100 

Jefferson 

10 

30 

l 

| 

Franklin 

10 

30 

I 

Madison 

11 

25 

1 

l 

Leon 

11 

150 

1 

« 

11 

150 

« 

15 

200 

« 

15 

100 

1 

« 

15 

200 

1 

15 

18 

« 

<* 

it 

1 

15 

■  ■A&4MI 

i 

■j 

T 

Tranklih 

15 

250' 

u 

■ ,  1 

Jackson 

19 

30 

" 

19 

20 

lit 

f 

« 

Gadsden        -! 

t9 
19 

$ 

97 
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Shares 

Allotment. 

tttDMSa 

Residence. 

Date. 

sabscrib. 

New. 

19 

Old. 

ntai 

Gadsden 

Jan.  19, 1838 

60 

he    - 

Madison 

20 

150 

20 

mk  - 

Leon 

20 

100 

20. 

Witt 

Pensacola  *    - 

22 

200 

20; 

hm&,  5ohn 

1 

i 

i 

Jackson 

22 

60 

f 
1 

fifhos 

Leon 

22 

300 

1 

i     - 

Gadsden 

22 

100 

i     • 

« 

22 

50 

12, 

98      • 

« 

22 

100 

Smble 

Leon 

22 

1,600 

v.  a.  . 

MBen 

Gadsden 

23 

100 

20- 

gonery 

« 

23 

50 

t     - 

« 

23 

20 

xkt 

Leon. 

23 

50 

10 

idand 

« 

23 

100 

20, 

ipon 

« 

24 

50 

20 

* 
»    - 

Gadsden 

24 

150 

24 

30 

" 

24 

50 

20 

1 

a 

24 

60 

20 

MB   • 

« 

24 

50 

7 

DM  - 

4< 

24 

100 

10 

ISl 

•pfcens 

u 

24 

100 

J 

Su 

4< 

24 

50 

9 

8 

took 

a 

24 

100 

31 

1 

7 

fa*? 

*< 

24 

60 

10. 

& 

•ion 

« 

24 

100' 

10 

m 

tt  - 

« 

24 

60 

19 

*  - 

Jackson 

24 

25.; 

t 

■i-s. 

Jefferson 

25 

50, 

10, 

X      : 

a 

25 

100 

v.  a. 

Leon 

25 

40 

20 

fevki&s     • 

« 

25 

25], 

15 

bun 

Pensacola 

26 

15 

eaph* 

twk- 

Ink 

Leon 

26 

150 

v.  a. 

*e  . 

Madison 

27 

180 

»; 

1  Hamilton    - 

Franklin 

29 

300 

hdde 

Jefferson 

29 

1,600 

v.  a, 

■b. 

« 

29 

60 

Mw 

Leon 

29 

50 

IT 

29 

29          ' 

100 
'150 

v.  a. 

ftp.- 

Jefferson 

29 

T5 

1 

Efe 

30         ' 
I       30 

80 

J 

litiing 

DJ 

4a 

V 
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Names. 

Residence. 

Date. 

Shares  *"~ 

snbecrib. 

M 

T.  J.  Linton  - 

Madison 

Jan.  31, 1838 

660 

a 

H.  S.  Linton  - 

« 

31 

380 

R.  Blount 

Gadsden 

31 

86 

T.Littleton  - 

Jackson 

31 

60 

W.Littleton  - 

« 

31 

60 

D.  Yass,  as  agent  for 

I.  Irwin?    - 
John  McEIvy 

Columbia 

31 

900 

Gadsden 

31 

86 

A.  McKenzie 

u 

31 

86 

D.  S.  McBride 

w 

31 

160 

i 

T.  P.  Randolph 

u 

Feb.  1 

60 

a 

J.  Edwards    - 

Jefferson 

3 

80 

E.  P.  Grant   - 

Leon 

5 

30 

i 

O.  Michaux  - 

Gadsden 

5 

60 

a 

J.  M.  Gilchrist 

M 

5 

100 

i 

8.  Jordan 

Jefferson 

5 

8 

Rachael  Edwards 

Gadsden 

5 

86 

A.  McPhatters 

« 

5 

10 

W.  Rogers   - 
W.  M.  Simons 

St  Augustine 

5 
9 

86 
11 

t' 

,  James  B.  Mason 

Jacksonville   - 

9 

100 

B.  F.  Whitner 

Leon 

9 

300 

4 

H.  Watkins   - 

Jefferson 

9 

30 

■  ■- 

W.M.  Hunter 

Hamilton 

10 

40 

t 

8.  Hall 

« 

10 

40 

i 

J.  Duncan 

« 

10 

60 

J.  Stewart 

<< 

10 

96 

» 

J.  L.  Stewart 

ii 

10 

96 

-  a 

A.  A.  Stewart 

« 

10 

96 

• 

Perry  G.  Wall 

10 

30 

1 

The  subscriptions  were  received  at  the  banking-house  by  tin 
of  the  bank.    The  allotment  made  by  the  directors.  v 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Al 
February  15, 1840. 


■  i 


F.  ,, 

Union  Bank  op  Florida,  Februarf  l^j 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  "  additional  inquiries,"  dated  28th  uWfll 
leave  to  answer  :  *\ 

1.  That  the  date  of  receipt  of  the  Territorial  bonds,  by  this  fj 
be  correctly  ascertained  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary.  Receipts  jn 
for  them; 
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e  were  two  written  contracts  only,  for  the  Bale  of  bonds.  The 
e  of  1,000  bonds,  in  1834,  to  Messrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  Bang,  and 
b  copy  of  this  contract  is  mislaid,  but  its  details  are  fully  set  forth 
7  of  ibe  25th  ultimo.  You  will,  herewith,  receive  a  copy  of  the 
iact>  for  sale  of  960  bonds  sold  to  Messrs.  Palmers,  McKillop, 
X,  of  London ; 

the  contract,  with  my  letter  of  the  25th,  does  not  furnish  answers 
it  wtauerie8  under  this  head,  I  answer : 
bat  ay  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  states  the  prices  at  which  sales 
h;  iod  it  further  states,  what  these  prices  produced  to  the  bank, 
mm  of  $94,901  20; 

lathe  u  nature  of  the  funds  given  in  payment,"  where  not  other- 
id  m  my  letter  referred  to :  the  "  funds"  received,  were  cash  at  the 
ale.    In  one  instance,  I  purchased,  of  the  purchaser,  a  bill  on 
far  £32,500  sterling,  which  I  remitted  to  London,  to  the  cone- 
of  the  Union  Bank,  to  pay  a  London  debt ;  and  I  took  said  bill 
nooey  which  would  otherwise  have  been  paid  me ; 
m  payments  to  be  made,  were  in  New  York,  Amsterdam,  and  Lon- 
1  payments  were  made,  accordingly,  in  said  cities; 
r  letter  of  the  25th  ult.  informal  you,  that  the  first  1,000  bonds 
lio  September,  1834.     I  now  add,  that  200  were  sold  in  New  York/ 
f»1838,  to  American  Life  &  Trust  Company ;  100  sold  Hope  &  Co. 
m,  24th  September,  1838  ;  950  sold  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  & 
ha,  21st  February,  1839  ;  46  sold  sundry  persons,  at  sundry  times, 
Hit  February  and  13th  September,  1839  ; 
here  were  no  "  letters  of  credit"  received  in  payment,  and  it  is  diffi- 
ft  how  they  could  have  been.  The  exchange  received  is  accounted 
nrer  to  2d  *u6-query.    The  purchase  money  was  always  placed 
iponl  of  the  Union  Bank  and  its  agents,  and  was  drawn  out  by 
'hills,  as  wanted ; 

ha  debt  due  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  contracted  10th 
III  It  was  for  $533,333£,  received  in  the  post-notes  of  that  bank, 
ix  months  after  date,  for  which  the  Union  Bank  gave  its  obliga- 
te in  London,  in  four  eaual  instalments,  payable  on  1st  Novem- 
fomber,  1st  January,  and  1st  February  (instant) ; 
fecoutract  with  Messrs.  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  <fc  Co.,  will  show 
tactions  were  left,  for  the  disposition  of  the  unsold  bonds ;  but 
■Mansion  of  specie  payment,  the  agents  are  authorized  to  sell  for 
VV^  with  the  current  exchanges,  will  cause  the  bonds  to  produce 
blank; 

hoe  the  recent  movement,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
■  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  on  the  same  subject,  the 
tad  directors  of  the  Union  Bank  cannot  pretend  to  conjecture  what 
■•he  nearest  possible  approximation  to  the  present  value  of  the 
il  bonds  of  Florida,  in  the  European  and  American  markets." 
•ft  is  a  delicate  subject,  easily  injured,  and  difficult  to  re-establish ; 
k  28  Louisiana  bonds  were  worth  par  in  New  Orleans,  which 
■a  worth  a  premium  htrc,  of  five  to  twelve  per  cent ; 
'What  was  the  description  of  Florida  and  Louisiana  money  receiv- 
hage  at  par,  for  30  bonds  V 

*•  Tne  23  Louisiana  bonds,  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  25th 
wd  also  in  the  preceding  answer ;  the  "  Florida  money"  is  two 


[  447  ]  70 

thousand  dollars,  charged  to  my  private  account  with  the  bank,  for  1 
of  the  Territorial  bonds  which  I  took  on  my  own  account : 

11th.  The  answer  to  this  question  will  be  found  in  the  following  est 
from  my  letter  of  llth  June,  1839,  addressed  to  Messrs.  Palmers,  McKi1 
Dent,  <fc  Co.,  of  London  :  "  1  have  made  an  arrangement  with  the  E 
of  the  United  States,  which  enables  me  to  anticipate  the  sale  of  the  Fka 
bonds  left  in  your  charge.  By  the  arrangement,  I  have  given  bonds  oJ 
Union  Bank  of  Florida,  payable  at  your  counting-house,  to  the  amom 
£120,000  sterling,  payable  in  equal  instalments,  on  1st  November,  1st 
cember,  1st  January,  and  1st  February.  Our  friends,  Melville  Wilsoftr 
Gabriel  Straw,  unite  with  me  in  the  belief,  that,  before  the  dates 
you  will  readily  effect  sales  of  the  Florida  bonds,  in  which  event, 
quired  by  S.  Jaudon,  Esq.,  you  will  please  discount  said  bonds  for  ac 
of  the  Union  Bank ;  and  you  will  please  understand,  that  (with  exefe| 
of  the  $150,000,  payable  in  Louisiana  bonds,  as  per  contract)  the  Ffei 
bonds  in  your  charge  are  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  sterling  lj 
above  described ;  and  if,  to  meet  their  payment,  it  shall  become  necai 
to  sell  the  Territorial  bonds  at  a  price  less  than  that  limited  in  mybftfl 
20th  April  last,  you  will  be  at  liberty  so  to  sell." 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  PruUm 

E.  E.  Blackburn,  Esq.,  Chairman. 


G. 

Agreement  for  purchase  of  Florida  Loan. 

Memorandum  of  an  agreement  made  and  entered  into,  the  twentjl 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  nine,  be* 
John  Grattan  Gamble,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Union  Bank  of  FR* 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  but  now  in  London,  of  the  one  pat^ 
Messrs.  Palmers^  McKillop,  Dent,  6f  Co*,  of  London,  bankera,  ei 
other  part : 

The  said  John  Grattan  Gamble  being  authorized  and  empowered  • 
the  two  millions  dollars  of  Territorial  bonds  of  Florida  lately  issved  W 
suance  of  the  charter  of  the  said  Union  Bank,  whereof  he  has  aW 
disposed  of  part,  and  there  remain  now  unsold  bonds  for  one  milliafl 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  (the  particulars  whereof  are  speeifi 
the  schedule  subjoined),  it  is  hereby  contracted  and  agreed,  by  aflti 
tween  the  parties,  hereto  as  follows,  that  is  to  say  :  r~ 

First,  The  said  John  Grattan  Gamble  agrees  to  sell,  and  the  said  Pdj 
McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.,  agree  to  purchase  bonds  for  nine  hundred  adl 
thousand  dollars,  part  of  the  aforesaid  loan,  proportionably  from  thefltf 
sums  thereof,  bearing  interest  from  the  first  of  January  last,  at  orfc* 
price  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  thousand  five  hundred  and  t0 
pounds,  ten  shillings,  being  at  the  rate  of  ninety  one  per  cent.,  to  b* 
in  London,  in  British  sterling,  in  the  proportions,  and  at  the  times,  folio* 
viz:  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  purchase-money,  on  the  first  March  n*^ 
the  delivery  of  the  bonds,  with  dividend  warrants ;  twenty  per  ceil* 
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fcloth  March;  twenty  per  cent  on  the  15th  April;  thirty  per  cent,  on 
>tel5th  May.     The  bonds  to  be  delivered  to  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  & 
,  on  the  execution  of  this  agreement,  or  as  soon  after  as  complete ;  and 
i payments  to  be  made  by  them  to  the  said  John  Grattan  Gamble,  or  to  be 
for  by  him,  or  by  such  persons  as  he  shall  appoint, 
r&and.  The  said  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.,  are  to  be  at  liberty  to 
up  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  purchase-money  at  any  time, -subject 
t deduction  from  the  instalments  not  due,  at  the  rate  of  five  pounds  per 
£cenl  per  annum,  for  the  period  to  elapse. 

*  TUri  The  said  John  Grattan  Gamble  agrees  to  employ,  and  hereby 
e,  MthoiaB,the  said  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.,  to  sell  the  residue  of  the 
.   boodiof  the  said  loan,  amounting  to  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for 

of  the  said  Union  Bank,  at  a  price  not  less  than  ninety-five  dollars 

cat,  unless  with  the  previous  consent  of  the  said  John  Grattan  Gam- 

And  it  is  agreed,  that  there  -shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  Palmers, 

""jr  Dent,  <fc  Co.,  a  commission  at  the  rate  of  two  per  cent,  on  the 

limoant  of  the  bonds  which  shall  be  so  sold  by  them;  and  further,  that, 

the  said  bonds,  or  any  portion  thereof,  shall  be  sold  at  a  price  ex- 

ig  ninety-three  per  cent,  or  twenty  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  six 

[fwetferling  per  one  hundred  dollars,  the  excess  of  price  shall  be  divided 

Mfnilybetween  the  said  bank  and  the  said  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent.  &  Co.; 

■idjinealculating  the  said  price,  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  the  surplus 

ifanid,  it  is  agreed  that  the  sale  price  shall  be  taken  before  deducting  the 

«BB»ioii,  and  that  in  respect  to  such  bonds  as  there  shall  be  less  than 

tw  months1  dividend  due  upon  at  the  time  of  sale,  the  deficiency  shall  be 

flosideredan  augmentation  of  the  sale  price,  and  in  respect  to  such  bonds 

■there  shall  be  more  than  two  months'  dividend  upon  at  the  time  of  sale, 

fctxeess  shall  be  considered  a  diminution  from  the  sale  price.      Palmers, 

[■uuBop.  Dent,  <fc  Co.,  are  to  be  allowed  the  customary  brokerage  paid  by 

"^  ion  sale.    In  all  calculations  of  the  price  and  dividends  of  this  loan, 

I  the  commission  payable,  the  dollar  shall  be  taken  at  four  shillings  and 

[pence  sterling.     The  said  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.,  are  to  retain 

tt  commission,  and  their  proportion  of  the  excess  of  price,  as  aforesaid, 

trf  the  proceeds  of  bonds  sold  ;  and  they  are  to  pay  over  the  balance,  as 

f  "wndtothe  said  John  Grattan  Gamble,  or  as  he  snail  appoint. 

Ijrt  The  said  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.,  shall  have  the  option 
wMwqing  Louisiana  five  per  cent,  bonds,  due  the  first  July  next,  to  an 
I  •***<  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  payment 
t  y.fofrri  the  proceeds  of  their  sales  on  commission,  as  aforesaid ;  and 
f  ^pkwisiana  bonds  shall  be  taken  at  the  rate  of  fifty  pence  sterling  per 
!-  U'0'  Louisiana  stock.  In  any  such  case,  Messrs.  Palmers,  McKillop, 
>  "^4 Co.,  shall  be  entitled  to  credit  also  for  the  proportion  of  dividend 
I  S?^011  t'ie  Louisiana  bonds  from  the  last  day  of  payment  to  the  day  of 
I  Pj^T:  *nd  the  bank  shall  be  entitled  to  the  proportion  of  dividend  from 
J    P»Trf  delivery. 

I  *?(*•  That  the  said  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.,  shall  be  at  liberty 
J  J**^  out  of  the  instalment  falling  due  in  May,  the  amount  of  the  divi- 

i  X5lani'no  on  f^e  ^rst  "'"'y  on  l^e  Por^on  °f  l^e  'oan  plirchased  by 
I  "*Jind  on  so  much  more  as  they  shall  have  sold,  and  their  commission 

d  •thediridend. 

J  A^  The  said  Messrs-  Palmers,  McKillop,  Dent,  <fc  Co.,  shall  be  em 

*  Ppd  u  agents  for  the  said  loan  in  England,  and  shall  pay  the  dividends 
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in  London,  for  which  they  shall  receive  a  commission  of  one  per  cent  on 
die  amount  of  such  dividends.  They  shall  also  act  as  agents  on  redemp- 
tion of  the  loan,  on  the  usual  commission.  The  bank  engages  to  proriii 
the  funds  for  payment  of  the  dividends  from  time  to  time  to  accrue  on  tht 
aid  bonds,  and  to  place  them,  in  cash,  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Palmen^ 
McKillop,  Dent,  &  Co.,  such  time  before  the  dividends  falling  due,  as  ray 
enable  them  to  advertise  the  same,  and  make  proper  arrangements  for  that 
payment. 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President, 
PALMERS,  McKlLLOP,  DENT,  &  CO. 
Witness: 

James  D.  Hatfield,  Jr. 

Florida  bands.  + 

A.  Nos.  1,261  to  1,600,  inclusive,  payable  January  1, 1862,  260  bonds,* 

B.  Nos.  1,501  to  2,000,        do.  do.  1864,  600  bond*,* 

C.  Nos.  2,101  to  2,600,        dp.  do.  1866,  400  boui^f 

D.  Nos.  2,601  to  3,000,        do.  do.  1868,  600  bonds. . 

1,660  bonds. 


JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Preside*. 


H. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  a  standard  of 
to  be  applied  to  the  appraisement  of  property  under  the  new  subscriftk$ 
to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  report :  ',. 

i 

That,  in  1834,  when  appraisements  were  made  of  property  to  be  XBfift 
gaged  to  secure  subscriptions  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Union  BankJ) 
Florida,  the  value  of  land  was  greatly  depressed  by  the  scarcity  of  iwx 
and  the  general  indebtedness  of  the  people.    The  bank  capital  of  Mm 
Florida  did  not  then  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  of  which  a " 
proportion  was  reloaned  to  the  stockholders,  upon  a  pledge  of  their  • 
ana  all  of  it  had  been  abstracted  from  other  employments  ;  so  that  this 
bank  capital  had  added  nothing  to  the  wealth  or  resources  of  the  coi 

The  successful  organization  of  the  Union  Bank  introduced  into  the 
try  a  new  capital  of  one  million  of  dollars,  beside  half  as  much 
which  the  bank  was  enabled  to  lend  upon  its  own  credit.    The  convei 
of  this  new  capital  into  productive  labor  enabled  our  enterprising  cil 
to  change  unproductive  forests  into  productive  plantations,  which  thus* 
ated  new  capital  to  be  employed  in  reproduction.    The  consequence 
been,  an  entire  change  in  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  a 

S'ous  enhancement  in  the  value  of  lands,  which  now  sell  for  twice  and 
eir  former  prices ;  nevertheless,  lands  in  this  Territory  are  intrinsic 
cheaper  than  in  any  of  the  new  cotton -producing  States. 

It  is  after  this  happy  change  in  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  cans* 
by  their  enterprise  and  by  the  use  of  their  capital,  that  the  old  stockholder 
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iiTe  consented  to  open  a  new  subscription  of  stock,  and  to  admit  new 
jutaers  into  the  concern  ;  and  the  question  is  presented,  whether  new  sub- 
rribers  shall  be  admitted  upon  different  and  more  favorable  terms  than  the 
old  stockholders.    There  can  be  no  hesitation  as  to  the  answer. 

A,  an  old  subscriber,  owning  one  hundred  shares  of  bank-stock,  secured 
by  mortgage  of  his  plantation,  appraised  in  1834  at  ten  thousand  dollars. 
His  neighbor  B  owns  a  plantation  of  just  the  same  value  as  that  of  A,  but 
being  appraised  in  the  year  1838,  is  valued  at  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and 
he  aoks  thai,  upon  the  security  of  |the  plantation,  he  be  allowed  three  hun- 
dred shares  of  the  stock,  or  thrice  as  many  as  were  allotted  to  his  neigh- 
bor A.    It  would  be  waste  of  time  to  argue  such  a  point. 

To  your  committee  it  appears  an  indisputable  proposition  that  the  new 
subscribers  roust  become  stockholders  under  appraisements  at  the  old  stand- 
ard of  value ;  or  that  a  new  appraisement  of  the  property  of  the  old  stock- 
holders must  be  made,  and  new  shares  allowed  thereon,  so  as  to  place  both 
upon  an  equality.  The  application  of  the  old  standard  will  cause  great 
dissatisfaction  to  the  new  subscribers,  which  should  be  avoided,  if  it  can  be 
done  without  injustice.  The  other  branch  of  the  proposition  will  therefore 
be  considered. 

It  proposes  a  new  appraisement  of  the  property  already  mortgaged,  and 
tn  tltaroeut  of  new  shares  proportioned  to  the  increased  value.  Doubts  of 
thf  Wgality  of  this  course  have  been  suggested.  Those  doubts  are  not  en- 
tertained by  your  committee. 

The  intention  of  the  Legislature,  in  requiring  mortgages  to  secure  sub* 
•enptions  to  stock,  was  to  ensure  payment  of  the  Territorial  bonds,  issued 
lor  the  purpose  of  raising  the  bank  capital.  That  object  will  be  attained, 
whether  the  mortgage  is  taken  under  the  old  standard  of  value,  or  under 
a  new  appraisement  The  question  is  one  exclusively  affecting  the  relative 
interests  of  the  old  and  new  subscribers.  If  there  had  been  no  previous  sub- 
scription of  stock,  and  if  the  whole  capital  of  three  millions  of  dollars  was 
aov  to  l«  subscribed,  the  present  standard  of  value  would  govern  the 
whole  subscription.  There  would  be  no  doubt  of  there  being  sufficient  se- 
curity for  the  payment  of  the  Territorial  bonds. 

The  mortgage  given  to  the  bank  to  secure  old  stock  deducts  nothing  from 
the  value  of  the  mortgaged  property,  nor  makes  it  of  less  value  than  similar 
property,  not  mortgaged  ;  nor  is  there  any  obstacle  opposed  by  law  or  by 
mson,  why  new  stock  may  not  be  secured  by  additional  mortgage  of  prop- 
erty, already  mortgaged  for  less  than  its  value. 

The  charier  recognises  the  right  of  the  bank  to  lend  money  upon  secu- 
rity of  mortgage  (sec.  26).  Suppose  property,  known  to  be  worth  five 
Asosand  dollars,  to  have  been  mortgaged  to  secure  a  loan  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  would  the  circumstance  of  an  existing  mortgage  forbid  a  further 
loan,  to  be  secured  by  an  additional  mortgage  of  the  same  property? 

Snppose  property  once  mortgaged  to  secure  shares  of  stock,  to  have  been 
laleased  by  substitution  of  other  property,  or  by  payment  of  the  amount  in 
money;  ajid  that  the  same  property  should,  under  a  new  appraisement,  be 
offered  to  secure  stock — would  its  value  be  decided  by  the  cancelled  mort- 
gage, or  by  the  new  appraisement  and  new  standard  ? 

The  sections  of  the  churter  which  bear  upon  the  question  are  the  sixth, 
seventh,  and  eighth.  The  sixth  section  directs  the  appraisement  of  prop- 
erty intended  to  be  offered  as  security  for  subscriptions  to  stock.  The 
object  of  the  appraisement  seems  chiefly  to  furnish  data,  to  assist  the  boaxd 
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of  directors  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  property.  The  appraise- 
ment does  not  determine  the  judgment  of  the  board,  for  the  seventh  section 
makes  th?  bo?.rd  of  directors  the  judge?  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  mortgages 
offered  to  secure  stock,  and  gives  them  the  power  to  refuse  or  reject  the  same, 
if  insufficient ;  and  the  eighth  section  says,  the  subscribers  shall  be  bound 
to  give  bond  and  mortgage,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  board  of  directors,  on 
property,  to  be  in  all  cases,  at  least,  equal  to  the  amount  of  their  respective 
stock,  &c. 

It  is  clear,  from  these  sections,  that  the  board  of  directors  are  the  judges 
of  the  sufficiency  of  the  security  which  is  offered.  The  object  of  the  mort. 
gage  is  security  for  the  payment  of  the  bonds  to  be  issued,  and  all  that  the 
charter  requires  is  that  the  security  be  sufficient. 

Your  committee  are,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  a  standard  of  valn^ 
somewhat  higher  than  that  which  governed  the  old  subscriptions,  ought  to 
be  applied  to  property  offered  to  secure  new  stock  ;  and  they  recommend  I 
new  standard  for  lands,  one-third  higher  than  the  old  standard.  They  think 
that  the  value  of  slaves,  being  more  fluctuating,  and  that  kind  of  property 
more  liable  to  be  removed  from  the  control  of  the  bank,  requires  an  adhe- 
rence to  their  old  standard  of  value. 

Your  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that,  with  perfect  safety  to  all  con- 
cerned, the  new  standard  of  value  may,  and  in  justice  should,  be  applied  to 
lands  already  mortgaged  to  secure  old  stock  ;  and  that  additional  shares  of 
new  stock  should  be  allotted  upon  additional  mortgage  of  said  lands. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  new  standard  for  valuing  lands  is  still  greatly  below 
their  actual  value. 

The  above  report  was  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors  on  the  5th  of 
February,  1838,  and  accepted  by  the  board. 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Preside*. 


I. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the  course  pro/per  is  1ft 
adopted  in  relation  to  the  surplus  profits  of  the  bank,  as  affected  by  As 
new  subscriptions  of  stock,  pray  leave  to  report : 

That,  on  the  1st  January,  1838,  the  surplus  profits  of  the  bank,  as  shown 
in  the  annual  statement,  amounted  to  -  -      $100,524  90 

Exclusive  of  a  sum  due  for  interest  on  notes  lying  over  of  25,000  00 

Making  a  surplus  profit  on  1st  January  of  -  -  -        125,524  90 

The  bank  statement  for  Wednesday,  January  31,  1838, 

shows  a  further  profit,  accruing  since  1st  January,  of    -  15,860  21 

And  before  any  aid  can  be  derived  from  the  new  subscrip- 
tion of  stock,  the  profits  of  the  bank  will  exceed  $66,000, 
and,  after  paying  the  interest  on  the  present  capital,  and 
expenses,  will  leave  a  further  profit  of  at  least   -  -  18,614  86 

Making  a  surplus  of  profits,  amounting  to  -  -      0160,000  00 

derived  from  the  use  of  the  present  capital,  and  to  which  the  old  stockhold- 
ers have  an  exclusive  right.  That  surplus  would  be  sixteen  per  cent,  upon 
the  capital;  the  actual  surplus  at  this  time  is  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Various  plans  have  been  suggested  to  do  justice  between  the  old  and  the 
new  stockholders  in  relation  to  this  surplus.  It  has  been  proposed  that  the  new 
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holders  should  pay  into  the  bank  a  premium  upon  their  shares,  equal 
i  rate  of  surplus  profit  made  upon  the  old  capital,  and  thus  add  to  the 
is  fund  twice  its  present  amount. 

ias  also  been  proposed  that  the  new  stockholders  should  pay  upon  each 
allotted  him,  a  premium  'equal  to  one  third  of  the  profit  made  upon 
A  stock,  said  premium  to  be  divided  among  the  old  stockholders ;  and 
the  old  and  new  stockholders  to  be  equally  interested  in  the  surplus 
U  which  have  been  made  upon  the  old  capital. 

0  other  of  these  plans  objections  are  made;  not  because  they  would  be 
it,  bat  because  the  payments  would  be  inconvenient. 

tfther  plan  suggested  is,  that  the  old  stockholders  shall  be  allowed  stock 
e  new  subscription,  to  the  amount  of  the  surplus  which  will  have  ac- 
Jated  before  the  infusion  of  new  capital ;  and  that  these  new  shares 
d  be  secured  by  additional  mortgages  upon  the  property  already  mort- 

1  to  the  bank.  The  existing  surplus  will  be  an  additional  and,  of  itself, 
aple  security  for  the  new  shares  ;  the  only  object  in  taking  additional 
;ages  will*e  to  comply  with  what  might  be  considered  the  letter  of 
larter.     ,* 

e  effect  of  this  plan  will  be,  that,  upon  a  future  division  of  the  prof- 
the  bank,  the  old  stockholders  will  receive  the  amount  of  profits  which 
een  made  before  the  infusion  of  new  capital ;  and,  as  the  surplus,  in 
3»  belongs  to  the  old  stockholders  at  this  time,  it  will  be  but  reasonable 
bey  should  have  the  use  of  it  until  the  time  arrives  for  a  division  of 
rofits  of  the  bank. 

ur  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  that,  as  the  profits  of 
ink  are  already  known  to  be  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.,  and  must  ex* 
sixteen  per  cent,  before  the  new  capital  can  become  available,  the  old 
fiolders  be  allowed  to  subscribe  one  share  of  new  stock  for  every 
shares  of  their  old  stock ;  and  that  these  new  shares  be  secured  by 
rage  of  the  property  already  mortgaged  to  the  bank  ;  that  a  separate 
nt  of  said  shares  be  kept ;  and  that  the  owners  thereol  be  entitled  to 
upon  them  to  the  full  amount  thereof.* 

w  above  report  was  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors  on  the  5th  of 
nary,  1838,  and  was  agreed  to. 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President. 


K. 
Cash  stock  on  the  15th  of  February,  1840. 


nock — F.  Armistead.    - 
Joseph  McBride 
William  Bailey  - 
Francis  Eppes   - 
Joseph  Richardson 
Samuel  Parkhill 


Shares. 

Amount. 

4 

$400 

3 

300 

2 

200 

10 

1,000 

1 

100 

45 

4,500 

65  6,600 


•  itock— John  G.  Gamble,         -  -  -1,364  $136,400 

•  The  last  recommendation,  a)thoagh  approved,  has  not  been  adopted  ill  practice. 
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Since  January  1, 1840,  transfers  of  cash  stock,  amounting  to  114  shares, 
have  been  made ;  and  the  shares  have  been  converted  into  common  bank- 
stock,  secured  by  mortgage  of  property.  The  above  1,364  shares,  in  name 
of  John  G.  Gamble,  were  subscribed  by  him,  and  the  amount  was  paid  into 
bank  in  May,  1838  ;  the  directors  subsequently  ordered  the  subscription  to 
be  cancelled  ;  against  which  order  said  Gamble  protested.  The  matter  is 
yet  to  be  adjusted  between  him  and  the  bank ;  and  for  the  adjustment  it 
was  referred  to  a  committee  named  by  the  late  annual  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders. If  those  1,364  shares  are  stricken  out,  there  will  remain  only  66 
shares  of  cash  stock. 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President. 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  &c. 

Tithe  Hon.  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  both  branches  of  the  Legislative  Council  copies  of 
t  leuer  and  a  resolution,  received  yesterday,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
Ik  (lulled  States. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  RED). 
Eiicutivk  Department,  January  15, 1840. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  3, 1810. 

At:  A  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  has,  by  the 
Mint,  been  referred  to  this  department,  with  instructions  that  yon 
Ml  be  directed,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  furnish  the  information 
imuy  to  a  compliance  with  its  requirements.  You  will,  accordingly, 
■to  receipt  of  this,  collect  all  the  information  called  for  by  said  resolo- 
iw,ind  transmit  it  to  this  department  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
LB.  Rktd,  Esq., 

Governor  of  Florida. 


RESOLUTION. 

£1  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  December  30, 1839. 

imbed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  obtain 

fci  the  constituted  authorities  in  Florida,  and  to  communicate  to  the  Sen- 

ftiitfiietnent  of  the  amount  of  all  the  Territorial  bonds  issued  and  an» 

**i»dto  be  issued  in  that  Territory ;  with  copies  from  the  journals  of  the 

bpbire  Council,  showing  every  tning  that  was  done  in  authorizing  the 

*»«fiach  bonds,  with  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Council  at 

fcfe,»Dd  their  votes  in  each  case;  the  names  of  the  Governors  who 

*F  toe  approved  laws  for  the  issuing  of  Territorial  bonds,  or  who  may 

fcftqped  or  endorsed  the  said  bonds ;  also,  the  purposes  for  which  sucn 

*A*erc  issued  ;  and,  when  issued  in  favor  of  corporations,  the  name* 

*fe corporations,  and  of  the  corporators  and  their  officers,  and  the  use 

■••f  said  bonds;  and  the  present  value  of  said  bonds  in  the  American 

■j  European  markets,  with  the  condition  of  the  corporations  which  have 

*fcMe  of  said  bonds,  and  how  far  they  are  fulfilling  the  purposes  for 

•Withev  were  created  :  also,  a  statement  of  all  the  acts  of  incorporation 


J*  «d  how  the  said  acts  were  reported  to  the  President  of  the  United 
*Ktobe  laid  before  Congress. 

Attest ;  ASBURY  DICKINS,  Secretary. 
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RESOLUTION  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Terrir 

ton/  of  Florida,  January  18, 1 840 : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Banks  be  instructed  to  obtain,  in  fMv 
anance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  such  infonfr 
tion  as  is  not  matter  of  record  in  the  Executive  office ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee be  authorized,  if  necessary,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  admin- 
ister oaths,  to  take  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  and  be  also  allowed  to  employ 
a  clerk  or  clerks  while  engaged  in  such  duty :  and  that  they  be  instructed, 
particularly  to  inquire  and  report  the  names  of  the  corporators  of  the  Bank 
of  pepsacola,  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  of  the  Southern  Life 
surance  and  Trust  Company,  and  their  officers,  and  the  use  made  of 
bonds,  *nd  the  present  value  of  said  bonds  in  the  American  and  Em 
markets,  with  the  condition  of  the  said  corporations,  and  how  far  they 
fUfiHing  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  created. 


Council  Room,  Tallahassee, 

January  20,  184a 

Sir  :  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Legislative  Council  cf i 
Territory  of  Florida,  has  adopted  the  enclosed  resolution.  Referring  to 
resolution,  the  committee  inform  the  president  of  the  Union  Bank  thatlhefj 
are  now  in  readiness  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  opoft 
them:  and  request,  by  an  early  reply,  to  be  informed  at  what  time  the  fa- 
quired  investigation,  so  far  as  concerns  your  institution,  can  be  made  with 
most  convenience  to  its  directors  and  officers.  A  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  tjie  United  States,  communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  respecting  the  corporate 
moneyed  institutions  of  Florida,  is  also  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant,  * 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  ' 

Chairman  Com.  Banks.  ' 

J.  G.  Gamble,  * 

President  Union  Bank,  Tallahassee.  sU 

»* 
**4 

;.     4 

Union  Bank  of  Florida,      ;  »• 

January  21, 1840b. 

.  Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  note  of  the  20th  instant, 
flng  copies  of  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  dated  30th 
cember,  1839;  and  resolutions,  upon  the  same  subject,  adopted  by 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  on  the  18th  inar 
4nd  requesting,  "by  an  early  reply,  to  be  informed  at  what  time  the  n  ,_ 
red  investigation,  so  far  as  concerns  this  institution,  can  be  made  with  md| 
convenience  to  its  directors  and  officers."  The  weekly  meeting  of  the  ImIot 
of  directors  will  be  on  tomorrow ;  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any  objection  Is 
entering  upon  the  inquiry  at  any  time  most  convenient  to  the  committsa  I 
take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  you  will  state  in  a  letter  the  particular 
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nation  required  by  the  committee,  in  order  to  its  being  prepared  for 
r  08^  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President 
.  B.  Blackburn,  Esq., 

Chairman  Committee  of  Banks. 


Committee  Room,  January  22,  1840. 

n:  lb  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  specific  items  of  information 
tk  Ae  bank  committee  have  been  instructed  to  procure,  I  have  the 
w  lo  refer  you  to  the  resolution,  enclosed  to  you  on  Monday,  adding, 
ribe  principal  point  toward  which  inquiry  will  be  directed,  is  the  con- 
I  of  the  banks,  and  how  they  are  fulfilling  the  purposes  for  which  they 
created.  In  order  to  do  this,  the  committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  ex* 
e  into  the  mode  of  doing  business  which  the  banks  have  pursued,  and 
i  a  general  inqoiry  into  the  state  of  their  affairs.  .  Not  being  familiar 
the  details  of  banking  business,  they  find  it  impossible,  at  this  stage,  to 
specifically,  the  course  it  may  be  necessary  to  pursue ;  but  I  am 
dto  assure  you,  that  nothing  will  be  required  that  they  do  not  deem 
Mto  a  faithful  performance  of  the  task  imposed  upon  them. 

_  from  you  that  this  matter  would  be  submitted  to  the  board,  to 
action  you  were  anxious  to  defer,  the  committee  would  prefer  wait- 
liar  decision  before  proceeding  with  the  investigation. 
J  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Banks. 
G.  Gamble,  Esq., 
President  Union  Bank  of  Florida. 


Union  Bank  of  Florida,  January  22, 1840. 

im:  Ton  misunderstood  my  letter  of  yesterday,  in  supposing  that  I  was 
6am  to  refer  yours  of  the  20th  instant  to  the  consideration  of  the  board 
inertm,  before  any  action  by  your  committee.  I  was  willing  that  the 
vqt  sbrnild  be  entered  upon  at  any  time  most  convenient  to  the  bank 
■nee;  but  as  this  was  regular  board  day,  1  placed  your  two  letters, 
I  As  two  accompanying  resolutions,  before  the  directors;  who  there- 
m  "ordered,  that  the  officers  of  this  bank  be  directed  to  afford  to  the 
MBfee  every  facility  in  the  examination  to  be  made."  Your  committee 
t  teelore  select  the  time  which  best  suits  its  convenience. 
rery  mpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President. 
L&  Blackburn,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  Committee  en  Banks. 
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House  of  Representatives,  January  23,  II 

Sir  :  Haying  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  bonoi 

form  you  that  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  will  ntf 

the  banking  house  of  the  Union  Bank  this  afternoon,  at  half  past  3  o 

to  enter  upon  the  investigation  which  they  have  been  instructed  to  n 

Respectfully,  yours,  &&, 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  Chair.  C 
John  O.  Gamble, 

President  of  (he  Union  Bank  of  Florida. 


Memorandum  from  the  Bank  Committee — communicated  to  the 

February  24M. 

1.  Amount  of  Territorial  bonds  received  by  the  Union  Bank. 

2.  The  dates  of  such  bonds ;  when  received  by  the  bank ;  and  the 
of  die  Governors  signing  them.  If  a  copy  of  the  sets  of  bonds  issu 
be  had,  obtain  it. 

3.  What  amount  of  those  bonds  have  been  disposed  of;  the  time 
disposition  of  each  amount,  and  place ;  to  whom  the  disposition  was 
ana  by  whom ;  at  what  price,  in  what  funds,  and  where  was  pi 
to  be  made ;  and  where  made,  at  what  times,  stating  the  contracts  pr 
and  specifically. 

4.  Have  the  terms  of  the  sale  of  these  bonds  been  complied  with 
purchasers  ?  if  not,  state  the  omissions. 

5.  What  amount  of  bonds  is  unsold ;  in  whose  hands  are  they 
what  directions  as  to  their  disposition  ;  are  any  pledged  or  hypoib 
or  has  money  been  obtained  on  them  in  any  other  manner  than  by 
par?  and  if  so,  state  particulars. 

6.  Who  has  been  the  agent  for  the  sale  of  the  bonds  ;  and  what  ii 
tions  were  given  him  ? 

7.  Has  the  interest  upon  the  bonds  sold  been  paid  by  the  bank  ; 
in  what  funds,  and  when  1 

8.  Have  any  of  such  bonds  been  exchanged  for  other  bonds  in  ma 

9.  What  is  the  present  value  of  said  bonds  in  the  American  markc 
what  in  the  European  market  ? 

[N.  B. — The  foregoing  is  answered,  in  part,  by  letter  of  25th  Ja 
Doc.  C] 


aUESTIONS  PROPOSED  TO  THE  BANK. 

No.  1. — Memorandum  of  inquiries,  25th  January,  1840— original 

stock. 

1.  Name  of  subscribers.  2.  Residence.  3.  Date  of  subscription.  4 
where  subscribed.  5.  Name  of  commissioners  who  received  the  an 
tion.  6.  Number  of  shares  subscribed  by  each  subscriber.  7.  Red 
made  at  the  final  allotment.  8.  By  whom  was  the  allotment  mat 
Amount  of  credit  or  loan  extended  to  each  stockholder  upon  his  stoc 
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N$.  %.— Memorandum  of  inquiries,  26th  January,  1840 — new  stack. 


L  Ntme  of  subscribers.  2.  Residence.  3.  Date  of  subscription.  4.  Placo 
Am  subscribed.  5.  By  whom  was  the  subscription  received.  6.  Num- 
krof  thares  subscribed  by  each  subscriber.  7.  Reduction  made  at  the 
W  sUounent.  8.  By  whom  was  the  allotment  made.  9.  Amount  of 
iock  allottrd.  10.  Amount  of  old  stock  held  by  each  new  subscriber.  11. 
Anoom  oi  credit  or  loan  extended  to  each  stockholder  upon  his  stock. 


Hki-Mmorandum  of  inquiries,  26th  January,  1840 — condition  of  the 

present  stockholders  upon  mortgage. 

I  Xsmes  of  stockholders.  2.  Residence.  3.  Date  of  becoming  stock- 
Ubi  1  Amount  secured  by  mortgage.  5.  Date  of  mortgage,  o.  State- 
of  the  personal  properly  mortgaged  by  each  stockholder;  slaves; 
property.  7.  Statement  of  real  estate  mortgaged  by  each  stockholder; 
I;  where  situated,  county,  section,  and  range ;  character  of  the  title  of 
ilud;  when  obtained.  8.  Amount  loaned  upon  stock  to  each  stock- 
9.  Amount  of  discounts  or  loans  extended  to  each  stockholder  on 
•entities.  10.  Stock — how  obtained  ;  how  much  new  stock ;  how 
isU;  if  acquired  since  the. books  were  closed;  by  whom  was  the 
made.  11.  Amount  due  of  principal  by  each  stockholder.  12. 
imount  of  interest  paid ;  how  paid ;  amount  of  interest  dne  by 
•iisckholder,  and  unpaid. 

kL-Memorandum  of  inquiries,  26th  January,  1840— present  condition 

of  cash  stockholders. 

i  Hums  of  subscribers.  2.  Residence.  3.  Date  of  subscription.  4.  Place 
ifa subscribed.  5.  By  whom  received.  6.  Amount ;  how  paid  ;  what 
■4;  when.  7.  What  loan  has  been  made  to  each  individual  upon  his 
*&  &  What  security  does  the  bank  hold  for  such  loans.  9.  Ii  trans- 
■ni|  bj  whom  was  transfer  made. 

™ri*mjitiries  respecting  the  bonds  issued  to  the  Union  Bank — pro- 
posed 28th  January,  1840. 

™*  At  what  date  were  the  bonds  received  by  the  bank  ? 
****  A  copy  is  required  of  the  contracts  entered  into  by  the  bank, 
**«Khof  the  parties  to  whom  bonds  were  sold,  to  establish — 
h  ?k  actual  price  at  which  the  sales  were  made. 


*■  ^nenature  of  the  funds  given  in  payment 
*  Where  the  payment  was  to  be  made,  and  w 
4  The  date  of  the  negotiation  or  sale,  and  I 


where  made, 
legotiation  or  sale,  and  the  day  on  which  the  cash 
'Mi  or  the  paper  taken  in  lieu  thereof  came  to  maturity ;  and  where 
** W*r  was  made  payable. 

AJovhat  manner  exchange,  or  letters  of  credit,  received  in  payment 
J^ial  bonds  (if  any)  were  disposed  of. 
JL*taof  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  of 
£*¥B33;  when  contracted;  how  contracted;   when  payable;  and 
**ttiMe. 
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7.  What  instructions  have  been  given  to  the  holders  of  the  bonds  noi 
unsold,  in  regard  to  their  disposition. 

8.  The  nearest  possible  approximation  to  the  present  valoe  of  the  Terrt 
ferial  bonds  of  Florida  in  the  European  and  American  markets,  which  tb 
president  and  directors  of  the  Union  Bank  can  give. 

9.  What  was  the  value,  in  market,  of  the  28  bonds  of  the  State  of  Lai 
ioana,  received  in  exchange  for  Florida  bonds. 

10.  What  was  the  description  of  Florida  and  Louisiana  money,  recaml 
in  exchange  at  par  for  30  bonds. 

11.  Upon  what  conditions  were  720  bonds  hypothecated  to  a  botifeeifc 
London  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  due  by  the  Union  Bank  to  the  United 
States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania. 

[N.  B.— The  letter  12th  February  (Doc.  F.)  is  in  reply  to  the  foregoing.] 


ij 

Committee  Room,  February  19,  184ft'*] 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  letter  addressed  to  the  pi 
and  directors  of  your  bank,  and  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
reaentatives  of  the  Legislative  Council,  adopted  yesterday,  with  a 
that  the  same  be  laid  before  your  board  at  its  session  this  day,  and  that* 
will  favor  me  with  an  early  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient, 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Banks. 
John  G.  Gamble,  Esq.. 

President  Union  Bank  of  Florida. 


House  of  Representatives,  February  18)  1840. 

The  accompanying  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  House  on  to  day.    .  ,- 

Attest :  JAMES  H.  GIBSON,  Clerk 

■A 
Resolution  of  House  of  Representatives  of  Legislative  Council  of  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  adopted  18/A  February,  1840. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Banks  be  instructed  to  obtain  fiftai 
(he  directors  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida  the  report  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors for  the  year  1839,  made  on  the  second  Monday  of  this  month,  to  tbi 
annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  said  institution ;  and,  also,  the  report 
of  the  investigating  committee  of  the  stockholders,  make  to  the  meeting,  al 
the  same  time,  together  with  the  exhibit  accompanying  the  latter ;  and  thai 
they  report  all  of  said  documents  to  the  House  at  their  earliest  possible  eo% 
venience.  . ' 


Committee  Room,  February  \%  18481 

Gentlemen:  The  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in- 
specting Territorial  bonds  and  corporations,  which  led  to  the  present  unfea* 
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tiptionof  the  banks  of  the  Territory!  require  from  the  constituted  authori- 
ties Florida  a  statement  of  the  "  condition  of  the  corporations  which  have 
It  on  of  the  said  bonds." 

.  b  the  report  made  by  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida  to  the  Legislature, 
J*i  Juairy  1, 1840,  are  the  following  amounts  set  down,  without  further 


note  discounted              - .          -           -           -  $1,818,540  21 

in  suit        -            -                    ■    -           -  12,102  00 

Htfatad  bonds  discounted      ....  1,253,05816 

RMaMlkonds  in  suit                        - '          -  164,679  69 

Hbtfachange  maturing      ....  62,068  09 

ttbtfochange  returned  protested     ...  151,747  27 

Ktfochange  in  suit  in  New  Orleans         -           -  21,778  57 

if  tb  aggregate  of  these  amounts  considerably  exceeds  the  entire  capi- 

rf  the  bank,  and  it  may  be  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion 

iog  its  present  condition  upon  the  statement  thus  furnished,  I  have 

(hat  you  will  direct  the  officers  of  the  bank  to  furnish  this  com* 

with  a  list  of  all  bonds,  notes,  and  bills  of  exchange,  included  in  the 

with  the  names  of  the  parties  respectively,  who  are  security  for  the 

ts  promisors,  endorsers,  drawers,  and  accepters ;  also,  the  dates 

in  of  maturity. 

lkm  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  £.  BLACKBURN, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Banks. 
lie  President  and  Directors 

Of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida. 


t 


Union  Bank  of  Florida, 

February  20,  1840. 

In:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  was  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors. 
MjRuay  that  in  the  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  bank,  dated  1st 
flPKBjf)  1840,  are  the  following  amounts  set  down  without  further-  expia- 


-  1,818.540  21 

12,102  00 

-  1,263.068  16 

-  164,679  69 
•  62,069  08 
.   161,747  2? 

-  21,778  67 


jj°* Kites  discounted      ... 
Jjj*    to.  in  suit  ... 

**ni  bonds  discounted 
J*      do.    in  suit       ... 
"■■flehange  maturing 

Jjt     do.      returned  protested 

**      do.     in  suit,  New  Orleans 

^*ti**gmgate  of  these  amounts  considerably  exceed  the  entire  capi- 
rr*^hnK,  and  it  may  be  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  re- 
■JJ2J  iti  present  condition  upon  the  statement  thus  furnished,  I  have  to 
2***tyou  will  direct  the  officers  of  the  bank  to  furnish  the  commit- 
?**jto*  list  of  all  the  bonds,  notes,  and  bills  of  exchange,  included  in 
JM^with  the  names  of  the  parties,  respectively,  who  are  security  far 
rPEffcent,  as  promisors,  endorsers,  drawers,  and  accepters;  also,  the 
^■"■Utimeof  maturity*" 
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I  am  instructed  to  say,  in  reply,  that  there  never  has  been,  or  prol 
never  will  be,  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  a  bank,  or  of  any  other 
stock  company,  in  which  the  aggregate,  either  of  assets  or  liabilities 
not  exceed  the  capital  of  the  bank  or  company.  The  items  named  r 
form  a  part  of  the  assets  of  this  bank ;  and  the  only,  yet  simple  proce 
which  you  can  "arrive  at  any  conclusion  respecting  its  present  condi 
is,  by  comparing  the  assets  with  the  liabilities,  and  by  striking  a  ba 
between  the  debtor  and  creditor  sides  of  the  account.  This  you  ci 
by  the  rule  of  simple  subtraction.  The  work  would  not  be  aided  b 
list  of  bonds,  notes,  and  bills  of  exchange,  or  by  the  names  of  prom 
endorsers,  accepters,  &c. 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated 
instant,  a  copy  whereof  was  enclosed  in  your  letter,  I  am  instructed  t< 
that  the  two  reports  therein  named,  were  made  to,  and  for  the  inform 
of,  the  stockholders  and  partners  in  the  bank.  They  relate  to  their 
nerehip  interest,  and  were  not  intended  for  publication.  The  only  pc 
of  the  report  of  the  directors  in  which  the  public  can  have  any  inten 
that  which  relates  to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments ;  and  that  pc 
of  the  report  has  been  published.  A  printed  copy  will  be  furnished,  i 
sired  by  the  committee. 

The  only  port  of  the  other  report  in  which  the  public  or  the  Legisl 
are  interested,  is  that  in  which  the  committee  pronounce  the  bank  to  b 
a  sound  condition." 

Neither  the  stockholders  nor  the  directors  have  deemed  those  re 
proper  subjects  for  publication  ;  and  I  am  instructed  to  say  that  the  I 
respectfully  declines  obedience  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Presuk 

E.  E.  Blabkburn,  Esq.,  Chairman. 


Union  Bank  of  Florida, 

February  18,  18 

Sir:  The  clerk  of  the  committee  has  pointed  out  a  variance  bet 
the  statement  of  this  bank,  dated  1st  January,  1840,  and  that  in  my 
of  25th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  sales  of  territorial  bonds. 

The  item  in  the  statement  was  an  error  of  the  clerk  of  the  ban! 
reads: 

"Territorial  bonds  disposed  of  by  John  G.  Gamble,  agent,  $547,60 

Whereas  the  entry  should  have  been  : 

200  bonds  sold  by  the  agent        -  -    •  -  -  $20 

And  loans  obtained  by  the  agent  upon  pledge  of,  and  anticipation 
o£  sales  of  stock  -  -  -  •  •  -    34! 

64! 


The  loans  were  obtained  from  the  agents  of  a  London  and  a  Br 
bouse.  But  those  houses  were  unable-to  negotiate  a  sale  of  the  pk 
bonds.  I  repaid  the  amount  borrowed,  and  redeemed  the  bonds.  1 
explanations  will  establish  the  statement  in  my  letter. 
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Yea  will  herewith  receive  three  large  sheets,  supplying  information  in 
(Jttion  to  the  stock,  or  shares,  as  they  stand  on  the  books  of  the  bank. 
hey  present  the  names  and  residence  of  stockholders ;  number  of  shares 
roed  fay  each  ;  amount  secured  by  mortgage  of  land ;  number  of  acres ; 
Mmnt  aecored  by  mortgage  of  slaves ;  number  of  slaves ;  total  amount 
cared  by  each  stockholders ;  number  of  shares  of  cash  stock ;  dates  of 


memorandum  at  the  end  of  the  list  states  that  there  remain  838 
lor  which  mortgages  are  not  in  the  bank.    Of  these,  67  shares  will 
the  property  of  some  old  stockholders,  as  "  additional  stock,"  when- 
the  accessary  mortgages  shall  have  been  produced.    They  have  been 
ttlnysd  by  deaths,  and  other  causes  presenting  claims  for  indulgence. 

TS  shares  have  recently  been  transferred  to  the  bank  by  a  most  worthy 
eadenan,  whose  death  is  hourly  expected.  These  shares  will  be  transfer- 
d  to  another  party  (with  whom  a  bargain  had  been  made  by  the  late 
mar),  as  soon  as  the  required  mortgages  shall  have  been  presented. 
The  remaining  695  shares  belong  to  the  bank ;  some  of  these  are  con- 
fided for  by  individuals,  and  will  be  transferred  to  them  when  the  neces- 
Mf  papers  are  produced.  Others  will  soon  be  sold  and  become  private 
ceferty.  And  it  is  probable  that  others  may  be  retained  by  the  bank,  and 
~  by  mortgage  of  property  which  the  bauk  has  received  in  liqui- 
of  some  debts  of  doubtful  character.  This  measure  has  not  yet 
nled  upon  by  the  board,  but  it  is  recommended  by  a  prudent  re- 
gard far  the  interest  of  the  bank.  It  will  add  greater  value  to  the  proper- 
ty; and  the  increasing  value  of  the  shares,  by  accumulations  of  the  sink- 
iof  (bad,  will  convert  what  has  been  a  doubtful  debt  into  a  safe  and  profit- 
ine  investment.  It  had  become  necessary  for  the  bank  to  purchase  the 
tares  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  because  of  objections  made  to  the 
capacity  of  their  late  owner  (Judge  Randall)  to  adjudicate  coses  in  which 
the  bnik  is  a  party.    The  bank  sells  these  shares  for  the  price  of  their 


The  table  furnished,  when  condensed,  shows : 

345,960  acres,  mortgaged  to  secure    ....  $1,968,800 

MB8  riaves,  mortgaged  to  secure  ....       935,700 

133  shares  secured  by  payment  of  money  -  -         13,300 


In  jam  several  memoranda  of  inquiries,  numbered,  these  questions  are 
lied,  sod  answers  required,  viz : 
TW  amount  loaned  upon  stock  to  each  stockholder  ? 
His  amount  of  discount  on  loans  extended  to  each  stockholder  upon 

securities  ? 
The  loth  section  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  contains  these  words :  "  Pro- 
that  said  committee  shall  not  have  a  right  to  examine  the  individual 
fits  of  the  customers  of  the  bank."  To  this  clause  I  had  occasion  to 
wfaryou  in  my  letter  of  tho  29th  ultimo,  and  I  have  now  to  repeat  that 
tea  is  neither  in  the  committee  the  right  to  ask,  nor  in  this  bank  the 
rytt  tolive,  the  information  required. 


•  The  memorandum  it  bottom  of  table  will  show  838  shares  yet  to  be  secured. 
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But  it  seems  to  me  that  every  needful  object  of  the  committee  ma] 

ined  without  a  violation  of  the  charter. 

The  committee  know  that,  by  the  charter,  stockholders  can,  with' 
assent  of  the  directors,  claim  discount  upon  their  stock,  to  the  ex 
two-thirds  of  their  stock ;  and  such  discounts  may  be  obtained  to 
tent  of  two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  discounts  and  loans  of  every  kind 

to  stockholders,  is  -  -  -    r  -  $2,358,1 

The  amount  of  loans  upon  stock  is  1,841; 

Showing  amount  lent  to  stockholders  on  other  security       •    $514,! 

The  number  of  stockholders  is  less  than  four  hundred,  and  on* 
them  are  owners  of  less  than  fifty  shares ;  and  of  these  about  one  h 
and  sixty  have  less  than  thirty  shares  each.  And  yet,  this  large 
small  stockholders  comprises  a  large  number  of  the  most  substant 
wealthy  planters  in  the  Territory.  It  is  to  such  stockholders  that 
amount  of  the  above  $514,953  has  been  loaned. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  the  amount  of  this  stock  should 
measure  of  the  loan  which  may  be  extended  to  stockholders.  Such 
would  place  the  credit  of  a  man  worth  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  c 
only  twenty  shares,  upon  a  par  with  one  owning  the  same  nun 
shares,  which  might  constitute  his  whole  property. 

Neither  this  nor  any  other  bank  can  adopt  so  absurd  a  rule.  Tl 
adopted  is  that  of  common  sense.  The  stockholder,  without  aski 
directors,  may  obtain  a  discount  of  two-thirds  the  amount  of  His  steel 
if  he  wants  more,  he  must  give  other  security,  like  a  party  who  i 
stockholder. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Ptoik 

E.  E.  Blackburn,  Esq.,  Chairman. 


Committer  Room,  February  1,  ] 

Sir  :  By  the  19th  section  of  the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank,  it  « 
d6d,  that  "no  director,  except  the  president,  shall  be  entitled  to  any 
ment  or  pay  for  his  services ;"  and  again,  "  if,  after  his  election 
pointment,  any  director  shall  fail,  he  shall  be  incapable  of  any  longe 
tng  his  office,  and  another  shall  be  elected  in  his  place  in  the  mafltt 
scribed  in  the  16th  section  of  this  act,"  <fcc.  " 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  directors  receive  three  dollars  peril 
some  other  pay,  when  they  attend  on  the  service  of  the  bank. 

It  has  been  also  stated,  that  several  of  the  directors,  in  past  jHM 
felled  to  pay  their  liabilities  to  the  bank,  when  due,  as-  makers,  erid 
and  accepters ;  and  have  not  only  been  protested,  but,  after  lottg  dHh 
d&r  protest,  have  been  sued,  and  yet  have  been  suffered  to  remain  K 
or  directors. 

Will  you  answer  whether  these  statements,  or  either  of  themj  dfs^ 
or  not?  and,  if  not  precisely  correct,  what  are  the  facts? 

Yours,  &c, 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  Chair* 

J.  Gi  Gamble,  Esq.,  Ptoident. 
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Union  Bank  of  Florida,  February  21, 1840. 

Sim:  Inyonrs  of  this  date,  I  am  referred  to  the  19th  section  of  the  char- 

.Ib  of  this  bank,  which  provides  that  "no  director,  except  the  president! 

ihll  be  entitled  to  any  emolument  or  pay  for  his  services."   And  again, (l  it% 

tor  Hi  election  or  appointment,  any  director  shall  fail,  he  shall  be  incapa- 

Ikd  my  longer  holding  his  office,  and  another  shall  be  elected  in  hit 

ifaoB^fa.  And  yon  proceed  to  say:  "it  has  been  stated  that  the  director* 

Mefo three  dollars  per  diem,  or  some  other  sum,  when  they  attend  on  the 

^■Hiof  the  bank.    It  has  also  been  stated  that  several  of  the  directory 

it  pi  jews,  have  failed  to  pay  their  liabilities  to  the  bank,  when  due,' a* 

%M4 endorsers,  or  accepters ;  and  some  have  not  only  been  protested, 

tbahrlong  laying  under  protest,  have  been  sued,  and  yet  have  been  snf- 

""  1  to  remain  in  office  as  directors."    And  you  request  that  I  "  will  an- 

'  whether  those  statements,  or  either  of  them,  are  correct  or  not ;  and  if 

t precisely  correct,  what  are  the  facts." 

Wore  proceeding  to  answer  your  inquiries,  I  may  be  permitted  to  suggest^ 

H  it  might  not  have  been  amiss  to  have  informed  me  whence  the  commtt- 

•  hadobtained  the  information  upon  which  your  letter  is  founded;  for. 

fit  ear  of  the  committee  is  open  to  receive  and  accredit  every  whisper  of 

tfion  which  may  be  prompted  by  love  of  mischief,  or  by  party  feeling, 

ay  be  kept  employed  in  writing  letters  of  inquiry,  and  1  in  answering 

i  till  doomsday. 

Tithe  inquiry  touching  the  "  pay  aud  emoluments"  of  the  directors,  I 

MB,  that  they  have  received  none. 

*  Inval  of  the  directors  have  resided,  and  others  now  reside,  at  a  consid- 

thatance  from  Tallahassee.    They  are  often  placed  on  committee^ 

inquire  several  days'  attendance  at  the  bank ;  an  attendance  which  it 

*hiuj  tax  upon  the  time  and  upon  the  purse  of  the  director.    In  consid- 

**on  whereof,  the  stockholders,  who  are  alone  interested  in  the  matter, 

^■general  meeting,  on  the  2d  February,  1836,  "  Resolve,  That  the  tar- 

■p  expenses  of  the  directors  of  the  Union  Bank  at'  Florida,  who  reside  otit 

•fceily  of  Tallahassee,  be  allowed  to  said  directors,  for  their  attendance 

*■  duties  of  the  bank  ;  the  expenses  not  to  exceed  three  dollars  per 

*■*  In  ?irtue  of  which  resolution,  the  directors  who  reside  in  the 

'ft?  hare  had  their  expenses  psid  ;  but  no  director,  residing  in  town  of 

•■JJjilus  received  any  "  emolument,  or  pay,  for  his  services? 

***iiecond  accusation  nr/iich  your  letter  imports,  I  answer,  that  i\ 

~|!M"  used  in  the  charter  to  denote  a  disqualification  for  office,  on  I 

^■••■•irector,  unaccompanied  as  it  ii  by  any  specific  definition,  is  to 

7*1  *i>  legal  signification;  for  which,  reference  must  be  had  to  th 

j^*1  whence  our  **>mmon  law  terms  are  derived.    The  term  is  found  hi 

f"~V  hwi ;  and  is  only  applicable  to  persons  who  are  subject  to  such 

**:  h  BogJand,  it  is  applied  only  to  persons  engaged  in  trade,  and  to 

professions  or  pursuits  in  life.    The  bankrupt  law,  which  once  ex- 

tb  United  States,  applied  only  to  merchants  and  traders ;  and  every 

^,  •  extend  it  to  the  farmers  and  planters  of  our  country  "failed? 

ly**»both  iu  its  legal  and  common  acceptation,  means  a  failure  t/t/At 

Jjjf^iio/i,  or  occupation,  of  the  party.     And  however  it  may  be 

***>  whether  it  would  attach  to  a  merchant  and  trader,  from  the  meM 

Mwio  pay  punctually  his  note  or  his  acceptance,  no  doubt  can  exist  off 

■  w#ahility  to  a  planter,  who  may  let  his  note  lie  over.  And  if  a  want 
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of  punctuality  in  payment  of  debts  be  deemed  a  failure,  then  are  tl 
individuals  or  corporations,  in  the  whole  southern  couutry,  who  I 
Jailed ;  and  among  them  nearly  all  the  banks  between  New  York  a 

tprleans* 

lti  further  answer,  I  proceed  to  say,  that  all  of  the  directors  of  tl 

jffe  planters.    That  many  oi  them  may  have  buffered  notes,  of  wh 

ire  payers,  to  lie  over  (perhaps  be  protested)  for  a  short  time ;  sc 

mse  of  their  absence,  sometimes  for  want  ot  notice,  and  somel 

Cant  of  funds  with  which  to  pay.  But,  on  examination  of  the  list 
can  find  no  case,  in  which,  as  stated  in  your  letter,  "  they  have  i 
Ben  protested,  but,  after  long  laying  under  protest,  have  been  s 
*€annot  find  a  case  in  which  it  has  been  necessary  to  sue  a  direc 
debt  of  bis  own.  The  only  cases  in  which  their  names  appear  a 
«flefendant,  in  suits  instituted  by  the  bunk,  are  cases  of  endorsemc 
in  many  of  those  cases  the  suits  have  been  instituted  at  the  iustatu 
directors,  who  are  the  endorsers,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  pa; 
%e  made  by  the  real  debtor  of  the  bank. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Pre* 

E.  E.  Blackburu,  Esq.,  Chairman, 


Union  Bank  of  Florida,  February  21, 

i  Sir:  From  the  very  detailed  manner  in  which  the  committer 
trained  the  mortgages  held  by  this  bank  to  secure  its  stock,  I  a 
jfreir  anxiety  lest  the  Territory  may  sustain  a  possible  loss,  in  conn 

2f  the  issue  of  her  bonds  to  the  hank.    I  may  preMime,  therefore, 
blowing  remarks  upon  that  subject  will  not  be  unacceptable. 
The  Territory  is  protected  from  any  possibility  of  loss  or  iojt 
Jhree-fold  security. 

1st.  The  capital  of  the  bank,  obtained  by  a  sale  of  the  Territorii 
5This  must,  of  itself,  be  a  sufficient  security,  unless,  by  the  worst  of 
anent,  the  capital  shall  be  lost  in  bod  debts.  Against  any  great  k 
fuch  debts,  the  institution  is  guarded  by  the  charter,  which  virtual!] 
that  at  least  two  thirds  of  the  capital  will  be  lonried  upon  security 
ftvty  worth  at  \east  twice  the  amount  Tor  which  it  is  pledged ;  and,  by 
jgisions  of  the  charter,  any  further  loans  whtch  may  be  made  to  al 
018  are  made  secure,  under  the  mortgages  given.  Not  more  than  < 
jpf  the  loans  of  the  bank,  therefore,  cau  be  made  imfar  circunntanei 
pan  involve  any  risk.  And  it  may  safely  be  said,  that  apprehension* 
jwhich  might  impair  the  capital,  is  less  to  be  entertained  Sq  this  tha 
jpther  bank. 

2d.  A  aecond  security  is  supplied  in  the  23d  section  of  the  tharti 

Streets  that  the  profits  of  the  bank  shall  be  retained  until,  by  actui 
ley  shall  equal  the  amount  of  bonds  which  the  bank  may  have 
iiono  the  Territory.  In  this  respect,  the  charter  of  this  bank  diH 
Ihe  charters  of  banks  in  Louisiana,  which  are  founded  upon  tdmil* 
ftle*.  The  Louisiana  banks  are  authorized  io  distribute  among  lb 
ftotders,  after  their  surplus  fund  shall  have  amounted  io  one  Ami 
bond*  they  may  have  sold.  But,  by  the  charier  of  this  ktilkjiM* 
Of  profits  can  be  made,  until,  by  accumulation,  they  are  equal  to  tl 
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aoonnt  of  Territorial  bonds  received ;  nor  can  the  future  profits  be  then 
(folded,  unless  by  permission  of  the  Legislature ;  aud  one  half  of  the  .profits 
lo  be  thus  distributed,  will  be  paid  to  the  Territory  or  State  of  Florida. 

An  annual  surplus  profit  of  two  per  cent,  (which  is  less  than  the  differ- 
ence of  the  interest  paid  upon  the  Territorial  bonds,  and  that  which  the 
tank  receives  upon  its  discounts)  would  double  the  capital  of  the  bank  in 
kathan  twenty-one  years.    But  experience  has  shown  that  the  surplus 
pn&k  will  not  be  less  than  an  annual  average  of  lour  per  cent,  which  iwiH 
nppty  a  fund  equal  to  all  the  Territorial  bonds,  in  fourteen  years.    Indeed, 
the  promt  surplus  of  $330,962  (without  any  future  annual  additioMJ 
*mI^  as  a  sinking  fund,  p»y  oft  all  the  Territorial  bonds  in  twenty  eigbt 
p«;  and,  if  the  future  aunual  surplus  shall  equal  four  percent,  the  siflk- 
%ted  will  effect  its  object  on  or  before  the  1st  January,  1861. 
^eL  To  make  assurance  trebly  sure,  the  payment  of  the  Territorial  bonds 
*  ~"  er  secured  by  mortgages  of  property  of  the  stockholders ;  and  it  may 
v  said,  that  the  property  mortgaged  would  sell  for  more  than  twice 
>unouni  for  which  it  is  mortgaged. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  O.  GAMBLE,  President. 
*» B.  Blackburn,  Esq.,  Chairman. 


t 

4> 


Union  Bank  of  .Florida,  fWm«ry2l,1840. 

*!1:  Your  clerk  has  handed  me  the  following  inquiries,  viz: 
B  ■JS'iire  into  the  cotton  transactions  of  the  buuk  this  year. 
Annum  of  interest  received  in  each  year. 

"Tuq,,,0^'uo  p*1*^  'n  eac'!  year* 

n  | ^PWKe  amount  ol  each  year. 
^  I  .^^  manner  has  the  amount  of  specie  been  diminished  since  Janp- 

"ti* HO!!1  *nieTesX  is  dne  ^rom  stockholders? 
n|[J;lher  ever  written  off  any  bad  debts,  or  doubtful  ? 
Matt*0'  tbe  board  which  raised  the  appraisement  rf  stock,  iand  alhl- 

-     tfT!n^  the  notnre  of the  information  wished  as  to  the  cotton 
**e  bank,  1  must  only  say  that  they  an 


7*Jm  made  apon  cotton,  which  has. been  placed  under  the  cootrtl  of 

*■*•  »ff  cotton,  for  tho  purpose  of  remittances  to  meet  Am  eogage- 
*  fa  bank. 


.' 


....  "ownd  in  each  year : 

™»»  ft  125,(128  24  ) 

"*?  ll4,7i»3  49        These  items  include  the  preminms 

J*2'  94.012  67  I  on  exchange,  as  well  as  the  iuteieat 

*5  201.335  09      received  in  each  year. 

r*8*  226|  122  25 

™*  P«a  by  the  bank  hi  each  year: 

S  *  5 1,841  02 

*~5  60,030  00 

*S  60,932  36 

CSS  63,949  93  t     . 

1BWi  1 69,270  70.    This  year  there  was  a  loss  on  exchange 

•13,87366. 
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.   Expenses  of  each  year : 

1835,  (20,286  73 

1836,  19.600  82 

1837,  20,628  67 

1838,  26.568  33 

1839,  28,066  00 

*.   The  amount  of  specie  has  been  diminished  since  January  1, 184( 
f'  By  payment  to  depositors  of  specie ; 

,t    By  loans  of  specie  in  cases  where  specie  has  been  demanded  ui 
4*enhou8 ;  the  borrowers  giving  security  for  its  return. 
)     The  interest  due  upon  stock-notes  lying  over,  is         - 
If  those  notes  were  now  renewed  tor  another  year,  as  they  soon 
will  be,  the  interest  to  be  received  by  the  bank,  in  addition  to 
^  the  above,  will  exceed  -  ... 

X 

••  ■  m  Making 

We  have  written  off  debts  amounting  to  $61,400. 
The  minutes  of  the  board  of  directors,  which  raised  the  appraise 
lands,  have  been  furnished. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Pre* 
*  B.  E.  Blackburn,  Esq.,  Chairman. 


Questions  to  the  President  of  the  Union  Bank,  February  24, 1 

What  amount  of  bills  had  the  bank  in  circulation  on  the  12th  F 
1840? 

Explanation  as  to  real  estate  in  Jackson  county ;  do.  of  propert] 
in  Richmond,  Virginia. 

We  understand  you  to  say  that  certain  individuals  received  lar 

<*ft  long  time,  who  were  not  stockholders.    Please  explain  this  iten 

Also,  that  Judge  Randal  had  sold  his  stock  to  the  bank,  but  was 

•4ed  to  retain  a  part  of  the  money  previously  loaned  on  said  stock 

explanation  here. 

W  Give  the  committee  a  full  statement  of  all  cotton  transactions. 
November  1839. 

■',  Do  we  understand  you  as  positively  refusing  the  committee  the 
of  the  directors  and  stockholders  ? 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  Chm 


Union  Bank  of  Flori 
Tallahassee^  February  22, 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  about  the  real  estate  mentioned  ii 
nun!  report  of  this  bank,  I  have  to  state,  that  it  consists  of: 

The  banking  house  and  lot  occupied  by  the  bank  in  this  city ; 

Eight  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  laud  in  Jackson  county,  afad 
bouses  and  lots  in  the  city  of  St.  Joseph,  which  were  taken  by  t 
in  pay meut  of  bad  and  doubtful  debtp ;,....*... 
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Tbe  item  of  real  estate,  stated  to  be  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  is  not  real 
Ate  belonging  to  the  bank,  but  is  a  mortgage  on  property  to  secure  the 
L  want  of  a  debt  due  there. 

hinswer  to  your  inquiry  about  the  cotton  transactions  of  the  bank,  I 
ifcryou  to  my  letter  of  the  2 1st  instant. 

busier  to  another  inquiry,  I  have  to  state,  that  there  were  two  cam 
d  pita  who  had  received  transfer  of  stock  from  old  stockholders;  which 
tabs  the  board  of  directors  had  subsequently  ordered  to  be  rescinded. 

I1  Hn  right  to  rescind  was  questioned  ;  and  the  matter  was  settled  by  aij^ 
ipimt  to  lend  the  parties  the  amount  to  which,  as  stockholders,  the** 
l  ¥«U hire  been  entitled,  for  a  term  of  eight  years  (if  so  long  a  timeshoulfK 
'  liabd);  the  loan  to  be  secured  by.  mortgage  of  the  property  upon  which 
fr  ftck  was  before  secured.  v. 

Ik  circulation  of  this  bank,  on  the  12th  instant,  was  $548,061.  "* 

M farther  answer  to  a  question  growing  out  of  information  contained  ia^ 
yhterofthe  ISth  instant,  I  have  to  say,  that,  in  purchasing  the  sharer 
Jtafee  Randall,  the  bank  agreed  to  let  him  retain  a  part  of  the  amount, 
"  he  borrowed  upon  them,  upon  giving  a  mortgage  on  the  property^ 
had  previously  been  mortgaged  to  the  bank.  Thus  placing  thij 
upon  a  footing  with  other  customers  of  the  bank  who  are  not  stock;-'' 

^ , 
In  ask:  "  Do  we  understand  you  as  positively  refusing  the  committee 
ii accounts  of  the  directors  and  stockholders  ?"  The  answer  is,  Yes  t   Wavl 
baot  think  the  committee  has  the  right  to  ask,  or  the  board  to  give,  thfr' 
iun. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President.   1 


Affidavit  of  John  G.  Gamble,  Esquire. 

Tallahassee,  February  24,  1840. 

I,  Jshn  G.  Gamble,  president  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  at  the 
rf  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  hanks,  appointed  by  the  Houtay 
tatives  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
that  the  several  statements  which  I  have  furnished  to  said  confe* 
aid  lo  which  I  have  subscribed  my  name,  are  true,  according  to  tha> 
tetmj  knowledge  and  belief. 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President.   - 
8vwn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  24th  day  of  February,  1840.      * 

E.  K.  BLACKBURN,  Chairman,    ? 
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SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BANKS. 

hut  of  Representatives  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida — Monday. 

March  2,  1840. 

Mr.  Blackburn,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Banks,  made  the  follow- 
f  report,  to  wit: 

The  termination  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature  having  brought  their 
Aon  to  a  dose,  the  committee  be?  leave  to  report :  That  the  time  devoted 
stheiiimtigation  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida  has  precluded  them  from 
nkbf  a  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola.  farther 
Jwtocnoskier  the  statement  prepared  by  the  bank  on  the  3lst  December 
btf,ind submitted  to  the  Legislature. 

kipns  from  the  difference  between  the  actual  condition  of  the  Union 
Wiwfthe  report  made  by  it  to  the  Legislature,  the  committee  cannot 
Up,  from  the  report  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  of  its  real  condition. 
Ifcj miderstiiud  that  the  railroad  project,  with  the  profits  of  which  the 

£  intended  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds  sold  abroad,  has  completely 
and  that  claims  may  possibly  soon  be  made  upon  the  Territory  for 
finent  of  the  interest  upon  the  bonds  themselves  hereafter. 
Tfk  commit  tee  would  remark,  that  they  cannot  learn  that  the  bank  has 
■tad the  payment  of  its  bills  in  specie;  though  a  passage  in  the  mes- 
fcrf his  excellency  the  Governor,  transmitted  to  the  house  on  the  13th 
m*rj  ultimo  conveys  an  idea  that*  the  engagements  of  the  bank  are 
■wily  met. 

^Vntof  time  has  also  prevented  the  committee  from  investigating  the 
"fen  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  except  so 
itooltain  a  return  of  the  position  of  the  agency  in  Tallahassee,  which 
lies  this  report.     As  this  agency  has  been  hut  two  months  in  oper- 
ating return  gives  no  insight  into  the  general  affairs  of  the  institution, 
ithkb  the  committee,  having  no  information  except  the  report  made 
[k president  of  the  bank  to  the  Legislature,  dated  on  the  first  January 
dines  making  any  declaration  of  opinion. 

tep  interest  generally  felt  by  the  people  of  Florida  on  the  subject 
ffctanking  institutions  of  the  Territory,  will,  it  is  hoped,  prevail  with 
ta^nioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Executive,  and  induce  a  thorough 
T**^  of  the  Pensacola  and  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
^Prhnks,  as  well  as  of  all  other*banks,  whether  in  operation  at  pres- 
i  ^'■Mhich  have  already,  by  public  and  flagrant  fraud,  brought  loss 
■flinipon  various  portions  of  our  community,  and  which  may  be  re- 
^^ become  the  instruments  of  still  greater  mischief. 
Ufttud  to  the  Union  Bank,  the  investigation  should  not  be  considered 
£"*)taed  by  the  report  already  made  by  this  committee.  Many  in- 
P*  accessary  for  the  safety  of  the  people  of  Florida  could  properly  be 
■^commissioners  appointed  by  the  Executive. 
i  "tftii  a  subject  to  which  the  attention  of  these  commissioners  should 
EjMjftilarly  direct  d,  namely,  the  reason  why,  while  many  individuals! 
f^tfrnndant  security,  wore  staled  dowu  in  the  distribution  of  new 
J*!*]838,  several  others  received  a  larger  number  of  shares  than  they 
■J***.  One  of  them,  subscribing  1,1)00  shares,  was  allotted  1,302, 
7Jty*>lhem  was  authorized  by  the  charter  of  the  bank  to  draw  $20  33 
T*  to  amount  for  which  his  name  stauds  recorded  on  the  list  of  sub- 
****  fir  new  stock. 


r  447  ]  IOC 

Since  making"  the  aforesaid  report,  the  committee  addressed  a  le 
the  president  of  the  bunk,  of  which  a  copy  is  aiiuexed,  asking  for  iul 
tk>n  is  regard  to  the  Bank  of  Florida,  and  tbe  Central  Bank  of  Florid? 
of  which  institutions  have  been  bought  up  by  the  Union  Bank.  Hii 
is  annexed..  Since  its  first  report,  also,  the  committee  have  had  refi 
to  the  files  and  records  of  the  Executive  office,  aud  find  that  the  in 
tion  given  by  the  president  of  the  bank  as  to  the  names  of  the  first  dii 
of  the  Union  B  ink  was  erroneous  iu  naming  Joseph  McBride  as  one 
first  directors;  and  that  John  YV.  -Campbell,  of  Jackson,  and  Jose 
Keyser,  of  Escambia  county,  should  have  been  named  on  that  list 
rectors. 

The  committee  annex  a  certified  copy  of  papers  from  the  Executive 
relating  to  the  first  organization  of  the  bank,  which  they  deem  of  au  : 
taut  character,  and  recommend  that  the  same  number  of  copies  of  t 
port  and  accompanying  documents  be  printed  as  was  ordered  of  the 
report. 

After  the  waste,  extravagance,  and  folly,  that  we  have  witnessed, 
result  of  the  sale  of  Territorial  bonds,  thus  far  ;  the  difficulties  thai 
arise  hereafter  in  the  payment  of  interest,  to  say  nothing  of  the  pric 
and  the  injurious  character  which  the  traffic  on  them  abroad  may 
upon  the  public  credit  of  Florida,  the  committee  recommend  tfa 
Executive  be  desired  neither  to  sign  nor  endorse  any  bonds  hereaf 
which  the  taith  of  the  Territory  can  be  presumed  to  be  pledged  for  tl 
pose  of  raising  the  capital  stock  of  any  private  corporation  whatsoevi 

The  whole  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Eta 

Committee  Room,  March  2, 1840. 

Colonel  Gamble  to  Acting  Governor  Westcott. 

Tallahassee,  June  26,  II 

Dear  Sir  I  was  requested  by  the  board  of  commissioners  to  hoi 
the  accompanying  certificate,  which  I  could  not  do  on  account  of  ft 
since  from  the  city  to  day. 

So  much  time  has  been  lost,  that  a  speedy  appointment  of  the  first 
of  directors  is  most  desirable. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  JOHN  G.  GAMfl 

Jamks  D.  Wkstcott,  jr.,  Esq., 

Acting  Governor  of  the  rerritory  of  Florida. 

Memorandum  endorsed  on  above  letter. 

Received  June  26, 1833,  of  Major  Lewis.  The  report,  being  the  o\ 
document,  was  returned.  J.  D. 

Acting  Governor  Westcott  to  Commissioners  of  the  Union  Ba 

Executive  Office, 
Tallahassee,  July  8>  I 

Gentlemen  :  Your  communication,  purporting  to  he  a  report  as 
missioners,  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Union 
0/  Florida,"  has  been  received. 
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This  report  does  not  coatain  any  notice  of  the  books  of  subscription  at 

SLAngostiue,  Jacksonville,  Marian  na,  aud  Key  West,  or  of  the  number  of 

subscribed  at  those  places.     The  law  prescribes  that  the  commis- 

a  at  said  places  "shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,"  after  the  time  speci&ed 

faff  the  mhcript  ion  books  to  be  kept  open, "  transmit  their  subscription  books 

to  the  ttaoiiMouera  appointed  for  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  and  with  the 

hooks  tafttbo  transmit  all  certificates  aud  other  documents  of  title  which 

Bay  ban  Wen  deposited  with  them,  and  upon  receiving  said  subscription 

taafa,  the  commissioners  for  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  shall  make  out  a  cor- 

ncitttfsaeotof  the  shares  subscribed,  and  report  the  number  thereof  to 

tht  GdRtnr  of  the  Territory." 

I Mttuio  serious  doubts  as  to  the  power  of  the  Territorial  legislature 

to  oak  ach  corporations,  and  pf  the  validity  of  tfie  act,  and  consequently, 

dbotoabtutothe  existence  of  any  official  obligation  upon  me,  to  do  the 

wotaieiiit  prescribes  to  be  done  by  the  Governor  aud  Secretary.    I 

lm,aho,«roug  apprehensions,  that  if  this  bank  goes  into  operation  under 

Milliliter, it  will  be  found  pregnant  with  the  most  mischievous  and  dis- 

i  renin  to  the  credit  and  prosperity  of  the  Territory  and  its  citizens. 

tdwtUand  apprehensions  may  not  be  well  founded,  and  in  deference 

[  to  the  opinions  of  the  many  highly  respected  citizens  differing  with 

■teeftii  subject,  and  who  are  warmly  in  favor  of  the  bank,  I  have  con- 

dlUAii  tliev  shall  not  influence  me  to  refuse  appointing  directors  as  ' 

ywd  in  said  act ;  but  they  induce  me  to  previously  require  that  the 

Imiifthelavrin  regard  to  the  acts  of  the  commissioners,  upon  which 

wct  appointments  are  founded,  shall  be  fully,  strictly,  and  rigitlly pursued. 

I  Conner  that  if  subscript  ions  have  been  taken  at  either  of  the  places  above 

■■MHod  (and  jt  is  highly  probable  there  have  been  such),  the  making  of 

■»  wpwt,  until  the  subscription  books  have  b*en  received,  is  premature. 

TbanhtsofoU  the  subscribers,  aud  the  various  sections  of  the  country, 

*twd  be  regarded  in  making  the  appointments.    The  act  prescribes  that 

■t  mo  directors  elected  to  represent  the  stockholders,  "  shall  be  suhscri- 

hw^andifauy  subscriptions  are  withheld  from  the  report  of  the  cominis- 

■■■■%  *ch  subscribers  are  excluded   from  the  election.      If  no  sub- 

■Biplupshave  been  made  at  either  of  the  places  omitted,  that  fact  can  be 

"HjlUBeri  legitimately,  and  certainly  with  hut  little  trouble  and  delay,  on 

*PPjHjftofyour  board  to  the  commissioners  for  those  places;  and  it  is 

f0™"1^  if  such  is  the  case,  it  should  (and  especially  as  no  definite  tune 

*f*j**^fcr  the  transmission  of  the  books  to  Tallahassee)  be  distinctly  set 

HOTffllkreport.    Any  urgent  necessity  for  the  immediate  appointment 

Mr**1  **  ne* seen  '  a,K*  ,,l}('er  suc^  circumstances,  a  selection  without 
nwiifefmtfjoo  might  be  found  unwisely  precipitate. 

'<*f  communication  is  therefore  returned  for  amendation  as  above  inti- 
■J1^  according  to  the  facts. 
**4  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT,  Jr., 
Secretary  and  acting  Governor. 

W-CBAME8,  Nathan  Yickbm,  Jonathan  Robinson,  P.  Fitzgbb- 
^W.  B.  Nuttall,  John  G.  Gamble,  Robert  Williams,  Esqre. 
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Acting  Governor  Westcott  to  Commissioners  of  the  Union  Bank, 

Executive  Office, 

Tallahassee,  July,  1833. 

Gentlemen  :  Upon  consideration  of  yonr  (verbal)  communications  to 
me  on  yesterday,  in  regard  to  the  subscriptions  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Flor- 
ida, at  Mariamia  and  Key  West,  and  in  East  Florida,  and  the  information 
you  pave  me  of  the  receipt,  since  my  letter  of  the  hth  instant,  of  the  boob 
of  subscriptions  at  Mariauna,  the  knowledge  of  which  subscriptions  having 
been  taken  (although  unofficial)^  principally  induced  that  letter,  I  am  of 
opinion,  thut,  upon  the  annexation  of  a  transcript  of  the  Marianna  return,  to 
the  report  of  the  commissioners,  heretofore  returned  by  me,  and  its  retrem* 
mission  to  me,  I  shall  be^ustified  in  appointing  the  directors,  as  is  so  ur- 
gently pressed  by  the  friends  of  the  bank,  without  any* further  delay. 

Under  existing:  circumstances,  however,  as  the  return  of  subscription* 
from  East  Florida  may  have  been  delayed  from  similar  cause?  as  huslhii 
from  Murianna,  I  have  thought  it  advisable,  as  was  suggested  on  yesterday, 
to  select  a  gentleman  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  stockholders  in  thai 
section  of  the  Territory,  and  to  whom,  as  was  also  suggested,  it  will  be  nfr 
cessary  to  have  transferred  sufficient  subscriptions  to  render  him  eligible, 
in  case  he  has  not  heretofore  become  a  subscriber  elsewhere. 

My  opinion  with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  first  Territorial  dhrectmi 
not  being  subscriber*,  and  that  in  respect  to  the  first  appointment  of  such 
directors,  such  qualifications  are  not  clearly  and  distinctly  prescribed  bj 
law.  is  unchanged. 

I  admit,  there  is  ambiguity  and  uncertainty  in  the  act  on  this  point,  and 
I  feel  myself  at  liberty  in  such  case  to  follow  that  construction  most  con- 
sistent with  what  I  consider  is  right  and  proper. 

I  have  accordingly  selected  for  the  Territorial  directors  five  gentlemen, 
who  are  not  subscribers.  I  deem  it  proper  also  to  state,  that  these  ajrpoml 
merits  have  been  made  without  reference  to  the  suggestions  made  on  ye* 
terday  that  a  transfer  could  be  made  of  subscriptions  to  such  directors!  tfl 
remove  all  doubts  of  their  eligibility.  Annexed  is  a  list  of  the  gentleineril 
shall  commission. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT,  Jr. 

Col.  J.  G.  Gamble  and  others, 

Commissioners. 

Territorial  directors.—  Green  H.  Chairs,  of  Leon;  Leslie  A.  Thompson: 
of  Leon ;  John  K.  Campbell,  of  Leon ;  Isham  G.  Searcy,  of  Leon  ;  Jon* 
than  Robinson,  of  Gadsden. 


Directors  from  stockholders  and  subscribers. — John  G.  Gamble,  of 
fersou:  Wm.  B.  Nuttal,  of  Jefferson;  Thomas  Preston,  jr.,  of  Gadsden 
Charles  H.  Dupont,  of  Gadsden;  John  W.  Campbell,  of  Jackson,  Joeepl 
C  Keyser,  of  Escambia ;  John  L.  Doggett.  of  Duval. 
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Secretary's  Officr, 

February  25,  1840. 

I,  Joseph  M'Cants,  secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  do  hereby  cer- 
r  fly  dm  the  foregoing  are  true  copies  from  original  documents  on  file  in 
fcioffcce. 
»  J.  McCANTS,  Sec.  of  Florida. 


I 


i 


Tallahassee,  February  28,  1840. 

\     Bn:  In  previous  examinations  of  this  committee,  our  inquiries  have 

W  reference  more  directly  to  the  Union  Bank,  without  reference  to  the 

Mif  Florida,  or  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  the  charters  of  which 

Utah  been  bought  up  by  your  bank.     It  is  necessary  that  we  should 

fnahed  with  the  information  involved  in  the  following  queries: 

1  it  that  date  was  the  Baiik  of  Florida  purchased  by  the  Central 

aid  what  were  the  terms  and  conditions  of  sale? 

Can  you  give  a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  Florida,  when 

and  transferred ?  and,  it  so,  please  furnish  it.    State  particularly  the 

in  circulation,  and  othur  liabilities  of  said  bank  at  the  time  of  transfer. 

t  What  is  the  present  state  of  the  affairs  of  said  bank,  and  what  is  the 

■tof  its  bills  in  circulation,  and  other  liabilities,  if  any,  outstanding? 

/Who  are  now  stockholders,  if  there  are  any,  individual  stockholders 

Airs  of  said  bank,  and  how  is  its  business  transacted? 

lhw  answer  the  same  queries  with  regard  to  the  Central  Bank  of 

A, and  its  purchase  by  the  Union  Bank ;  and,  also,  whether  it  is  not 

indebted  to  an  individual  or  individuals  in  a  large  amount;  and,  if  so, 

tiraonnr,  and  when  due,  and  what  is  his  security.   And,  also,  whether 

•f  the  real  estate,  credited  as  assets  of  the  Union  Bank,  was  not  ob- 

■I  by  said  purchaser  from  the  Central  Bank. 

kiihn  requested  that  you  should  state  whether  any,  and,  if  so,  what 
of  notes  and  other  securities  received  from  Central  Bank  are  yet 
tod  held  by  the  Union  Bank. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Banks. 
*& Gamble,  Esq., 

President  Union  Bank  of  Florida. 


Union  Bank  op  Florida, 

March  2,  1640. 

*■:  Tours  of  the  28th  nit.  has  remained  without  reply,  b&anse  of  the 

'   P**  Official  duty,  and  because  the  books  of  tho  Baiik  of  Florida,  and 

^fctedRuik  of  Florida,  are  posted  up,  and  could  not  conveniently  be  re- 

fg*h  I  do  not  understand  from  Mr.  Brown  that  the  inquiries  are 

?**i*ry  important ;  if  they  are,  I  will  be  able  to  attend  to  them  after 

**•«%  of  the  board  of  directors,  which  will  be  held  on  the  4th  in- 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  PreMcni. 
*  &  Blackburn,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
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Tallahassee  Brakc 
&  Lift  Ins.  and  Trust  Co.,  Feb. 
Sift:  Herewith,  I  transmit  answers  to  interrogatories  receiv 
this  morning,  accompanied  by  a  list  of  the  stockholders  to  who 
been  issued  by  this  branch.  1  regret  that  1  have  not  a  full  list  i 
holders.  Anticipating  your  present  requisition,  I  wrote  to  Si 
and  to  New  York,  sometime  since,  for  the  necessary  inlormat 
ficient  time  has  not  elapsed  for  it  to  reach  me. 

1  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servan 
J.  WILLIAMS, 
E.  E.  Blackburn,  Esq., 

Chairman,  dj*c,  Tallahassee. 


Interrogatories  from  B.  E.  Blackburn,  chairman  of  the  O. 
Hanks,  received  Ftbrnary  29,  18411,  and  replies  ikrreto,  prea 
the  condition  of  Ihe  Taliihassee  branch  of  the  Southern  IJJ 
and  Trust  Company,  February  28,  18411. 

1st  Names  of  stockholders  of  the  hank,  residence,  and  nutul: 
owned  hy  each  :    (See  schedule  transmitted  herewith,  pnge  114 

2d.  Amount  of  loans  on  bonds  and  notes  held  at  this  office : 
Loans  on  Territorial  bonds  - 

Loans  on  hypothecation  of  stock        .... 
Loans  on  promissory  notes    ----- 
Loans  on  bills  of  exchange   - 
]  Anns  on  mortgages,  specifying  mortgage : 
One  mortgage  of  wardens  and  vestry  of  St.  John's  Church, 

Tallahnssee,  on  parson  age- house  and  lot 

3d.  Amount  of  bonds  received,  having  the  Governor's  endor 
Then  received,  when  and  where  puyaMe.  and  how  disposed  of: 

The  amount  of  certificates  of  this  company,  which  have  be* 
by  the  Governor,  is  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  ws 
the  report  of  the  President  to  the  Governor,  on  the  21st  u 
I  am  in  possession  of  no  further  information  than  is  conts 
in.  I  would  state,  however,  that  the  mortgages  lodged  as 
the  certificates  last  endorsed,  to  the  amount  of  $126,000,  were 
session  several  weeks  before  it  was  known  to  me,  having  be 
here  in  a  trunk  that  contained  notes  of  the  company,  but  of  v 
not  aware,  until  I  had  written  to  St.  Augustine  and  received 
that  effect  This  will  account  for  their  being  eudorsed.no 
the  20 1 h  of  December,  or  nearly  six  weeks  after  my  arrival  he 

To  the  better  understanding  of  the  nature  of  these  certifier 
answer  in  the  fullest  manner  the  questions  in  relation  to  than 
ta  copy  of  one.    It  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

-"  Certificate  for  one  thousand  dollars,  or  two  hundred  and 
pounds  sterling,  under  the  gwamwtee  of  the  Qovemmont  of  1 
with  a  permanent  and  accumulating  sinking  fund  for  its  red 

"  This  is  to  certifij,  That  the  Southern  Life  Insurance 
Company  have  received  one  thousand  dollars,  and  that  they 
pay  in  Loudon,  at  the  banking-house  of  Messrs. 
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lo  the  holder  of  this  certificate,  two  hundred  and  twenty  fire  pounds 
noting,  at  the  expiration  of  twenty-six  years  from  this  date  (the  said 
Htfficate  not  having  been  previously  redeemed),  with  interest  on  the  said 
■n,ift  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum,  that  is  to  say :  J&5  12*.  6dL 
■the  irt  of  April,  and  j£5  12s.  6rf.  on  the  1st  of  October,  of  each  year, 
m  mentation  and  delivery  of  the  proper  coupon  hereunto  annexed, 
lad  the  Governor  of  Florida,  by  a  declaration  on  the  present  certificate, 
ril  fledge  the  faith  of  the  Government  for  its  due  payment,  according  to 
■i  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  the  14th  of  February,  1835. 

uNov,  be  it  known,  that  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
CoB|Hfhave  invested  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  their  capital 
in  huh  and  mortgages,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent  per 
aanm;  the  said  mortgages  being  on  property  at  least  double  the  value 
rffaadiances  made  thereon,  respectively,  by  the  said  company.  And 
At  company  have  pledged  the  said  bonds  and  mortgages  to  the  Govern- 
feMt  m  security  tor  their  guarantee  of  the  company's  certificates  (of 
pkfc  a  specification  is  annexed),  amounting  to  four  hundred  thousand 
fan,  or  ninety  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

t  "The bonds  and  mortgages  before  mentioned,  amounting  to  four  hun- 
jfci  thousand  dollars,  specially  pledged  to  the  Government  of  Florida, 
[fc  security  of  the  present  loan,  will  be  exchanged  from  time  to  time, 
rikame  are  collected,  and  as  the  money  received  is  reinvested  ac- 
law,  in  similar  securities, 
the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company  of  Florida  do 
J  engage  to  remit  to  Messrs.  ,  the  agents  of  the  loan 

Lndon,the  whole  of  the  yearly  interest  that  shall  from  time  to  time 
due,  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent  per  annum,  on  the  said  bonds  and 
;  such  remittances  to  be  applied,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
it  of  the  interest  on  the  present  and  other  certificates  (of  which  a 
ttkra  is  annexed),  and  the  residue  as  a  permanent  and  accumu- 
! linking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  same.     The  dividends  on 
^  [  certificates  redeemed,  as  well  as  the  abovementioned  annual 
m  from  the  interest  of  the  said  bonds  and  mortgages,  to  be 
«hyear  to  the  purchase  of  certificates  in  open  market,  when  the 
*fc«  or  under  par;  when  the  price  of  the  said  certificates  is  above 
Jftythc  agents  of  the  loan  in  London  are  to  render  to  the  holders 
■*|*te  amount  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  money  for 


ST*11*  °^  SUC'1  tender  having  been  made  in  one  or  more  of  the 
,  rJUpdon  newspapers,  and  payment  of  such  certificates  not  having 

*  J?*to*d,the  interest  thereon  subsequently  accruing  will  not  be  ccn- 

'  rjj*' toe,  and  payment  of  the  same  will  cease.  And  the  capital  of 
T**tificate,  and  the  interest  which  may  have  accrued  thereon,  pre- 
f*  to  the  public  tender  of  payment  above  mentioned,  shall  be  invested 

■  Ri  ^k  °f  the  l°an  'll  exchange  bills,  to  be  banded  over  to  the 
Stf  e  M^  cert*ficatesi  when  the  same  are  delivered  up  tor  pay- 
2Ji*4  when  the  coupons  fir  interest  not  due  are  returned  to  the  said 

I  J**  is  the  said  sterling  certificates  are  reimbursed,  the  same  are  to 
•cancelled  and  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  England.  If  any  of  them 
■*'  remain  in  circulation  at  the  expiration  of  twenty-six  years  from  this 
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date,  as  before  stated,  the  same  will  be  paid  off  at  par,  on  presentatio 
the  agency  of  the  loan  in  London. 

"  If  payment  shall  not  be  claimed  after  public  announcement  as  a 
said,  the  amount  is  to  be  invested  in  exchange  bills,  and  the  said 
are  to  be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  England,  or  otherwise,  accordii 
law,  for  the  benefit  of  the  holders  of  such  unclaimed  sterling  certify 
so  as  to  relieve  the  company  from  all  legal  responsibility,  either  in  rel 
to  the  Government  of  Florida,  or  the  holders  of  the  said  sterling  ct 
cates,  and  to  remove  all  lien  on  the  bonds  and  mortgages  before i 
tioned,  on  account  of  the  said  loan  or  certificates. 

"  Witness,  the  seal  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  C 
pany,  and  the  signatures  of  the  President  and  Secretary  thereof  1 
at  St.  Augustine,  this  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1839. 

Secretary.  Prerid* 

"  Specification  No.  1  to  400,  four  hundred  certificates  of  $1,001 
.£225  each,  issued  by  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Com{ 
and  guarantied  by  the  Government  of  Florida" 

Question. — What  is  the  amount  of  bills  of  your  bank  on  hand  7 

Answer. — $175,058. 

Question. — What  is  the  amount  of  bills  of  your  bank  in  circulatwi 

Ansioer. — None  of  this  office  ;  and  the  circulation  of  the  compaoi 
.  only  be  ascertained  by  knowing  the  issues  of  each  office  on  a  given 

Question. — What  is  the  amount  of  drafts,  bills  of  exchange,  or  J 
notes,  running  to  maturity,  when  payable,  and  where  ?  j 

Answer. — Amount  of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  at  from  sixty  dqgl 
four  months,  $6,187  14;  bills  of  exchange  drawn  at  from  sixty  dq 
six  months,  $53,642  48;  all  dated  subsequently  to  January  12, 184^ 
payable  in  New  York.  $5,000  of  this  amount  was  drawn  for  accoyj 
the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Question. — What  are  the  names  of  officers  and  directors  of  this 

Ansioer. — The  trustees  of  this  company  resident  here,  are  Tui 
Betton,  Robert  Lyon,  Lewis  Henry  Branch,  Samuel  Reid,  and 
Fisher,  chosen  on  the  part  of  the  stockholders ;  and  Leslie  A.  T 
and  William  Wilson,  trustees,  chosen  by  the  Governor  on  the  paiti 
Territory.    John  Williams,  cashier,  and  Andrew  G.  Hammond,  dfl| 

Question. — What  is  the  amount  due  the  parent  bank  and  offices T' 

Answer.— $224,695  41. 

Question — What  is  the  amount  due  to  other  banks,  specifying^ 
banks? 

Answer. — Nothing. 

Question. — What  is  the  amount  due  by  other  banks,  specifying 
banks? 

Answer. — Union  Bank  of  Florida,  $900 :  Union  Bank,  New  OA 
$200. 

Question. — What  is  the  amount  of  notes  of  other  banks  on  hand* 
cifying  the  banks  ? 

Ansioer. — Union  Bank  bills,  $19,011,  Georgia  Bank  bills,  $153. 

Question. — What  is  the  amount  of  specie  on  hand,  in  gold  andffl 

Answer.— $1,269  13. 

Question. — What  amount  of  deposites  are  due  on  time  ? 

Answer.— Nono. 
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Question, — What  amount  of  deposites  are  payable  on  demand? 

Answtr.— -$22,986  95,  payable  in  Union  Bank  notes. 

Quarto*. — What  is  the  amount  of  discount,  exchange,  premium  and 
hum  account  since  the  establishment  of  the  agency  at  Tallahassee  ? 
Ltmmi     $6,042  70.  , 

EQwitinM — What  is  the  amount  of  discount  paper  past  due  and  unpaid  t, 
jyfcww*— None.  j 

u  frQwrfitw.    What  is  the  amount  of  overdrafts  of  individuals?  4 

,  i  infer.— None ;  unless  payment  to  the  two  officers  of  this  branch,  | 
.fHaownt  of  salaries  now  due,  but  not  yet  charged  to  expense  account, 
Jim  k  w  considered. 

r  J.  WILLIAMS,  Outer.    ^ 


it 


8 


i 
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LIST  OF  STOCKHOLDERS. 


Stockholders*  Names. 

Residence. 

Shots. 

Ah 

JohnWilla      - 

Leon  county 

86 

I 

T.ILBetton    - 

cc 

100 

1 

William  Fisher 

cc 

78 

Samuel  Reed   - 

u 

60 

Lewis  H.  Branch 

cc 

60 

Kenneth  Betnbry 

u 

160 

1 

Thomas  Willis 

Gadsden  county 

34 

Seaborn  Rawls 

cc 

16 

Augustus  H.  Lanier    - 
Richard  H.  Bradford    - 

cc 

100 

1 

Leon  county 

100 

1 

William  Burney 

cc 

75 

Robert  Lyon    - 
John  D.  Hartley 

cc 

60 

Gadsden  county 

29 

Benjamin  A.  Neal 

u 

45 

John  C.  Hall    - 

u 

79 

Thomas  H.  Condey 

u 

13 

William  J.  Mills 

cc 

16 

Laban  Rawls 

cc 

46 

Adam  Grambling 

Leon  county 

14 

Hampton  Mattox 

u 

60 

Alexander  Mclvor 

u 

51 

William  Hall 

cc 

87 

Henry  Long    - 

cc 

38 

Arch.  R.  S.  Hunter 

ii 

75 

Robert  K.  West 

u 

160 

1 

George  E.  Dennis 

u 

115 

1 

William  L.  Tooke 

Madison  county 

150 

1 

Benjamin  Sutton 

cc 

15 

Silas  Overstreet 

cc 

84 

John  B.  Coffee 

cc 

67 

William  Sever 

cc 

35 

James  H.  Hext 

Gadsden  county 

10 

Harlam  Arlans 

Madison  county 

80 

Ayles  B.  Shehee 

Jefferson  county 

100 

1 

Daniel  Mclntyre 

Madison  county 

36 

■M 

David  Calloway 

cc 

64 

I 

James  Livingston 

cc 

33 

Elisha  8umlerlin 

cc 

80 

Frederick  Butler 

cc 

10 

John  Wiggins 

cc 

Total  shares 

11 

69  Stockholders. 

2,398 

IM 

Tallahassee  Branch,  Southern  lift  Inn.  if  7W«f  Ok 

February  89,  if 

The  foregoing  list  embraces  all  the  stockholders'  names,  tot 
stock  certificates  have  been  issued  from  this  office. 

L  WILLIAMS,  CkA 
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No.  6.  '■&,?!& 

Ai  ACT  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  "  Union  Bank  of  Florida." 

See.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  tho 
brief  af  Florida,  That  a  bank  shall  be  established  in  the  city  of  Talla- 
iMMftietthe  title  of  the  "Union  Bank  of  Florida,"  with  a  capital 
tawttfen of  dollars,  and  with  the  privilege  of  increasing  it  to  three 
aSavaf  JaWs,  which  capital  shall  be  raised  by  means  of  a  loan,  on 
awttkif  to  Territory,  by  the  directors  of  the  bank  :  Provided,  that  not 
■mfci  m  million  of  dollars  shall  be  taken  up  and  called  for  at  the 
itMfapojnng  the  bank. 

1*1  Biit  further  enacted,  That  books  of  subscription  (toward  con- 
■jjjjf  k  capital  of  said  bank)  for  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars, 
mmm shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  intended  to  secure 
low  to  be  made  on  the  faith  of  the  Territory,  shall  be  opened  on 
Monday  of  April  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  in  Tallahassee, 
8t.  Augustine,  Jacksonville,  Marian na,  and  Key  West,  under 
tendencc  of  the  commissioners  herein  named,  a  majority  of 
ft  ach  place,  shall  form  a  board  for  the  transaction  of  business, 


jjjttwee,  nnder  the  superintendence  of  Benjamin  Chaires,  R.  W. 

Nathan  Tickers,  William  B.  Nuttall,  John  Parkhill,  Jonathan 

William  Maner,  Freeman  Fitzgerald,  John  G.  Gamble,  and 
Bttley. 

g^oooh,  nnder  the  superintendence  of  Henry  Hyer,  Joseph  Forsyth, 
J****,  junior,  Samuel  Paterson,  Francisco  Moreno,  Hanson  Kelly, 
fan,  and  George  W.  Barkley. 

•Asmtine,  under  the  superintendence  of  Edwin  T.  Jenks,  G.  W. 

me*  Anderson,  Antonia  Alvarez,  Daniel  8.  Griswold,  Pedro 

•■John  M.  Hanson. 

Jjtanville,  under  the  superintendence  of  Joseph  B.  Lancaster, 

t  U  Hart,  William  J.  Mills,  Louis  Flemming,  Samuel  Y.  Garey, 

*^ptt,  and  Thomas  J.  Brown. 

•Sua,  under  the  superintendence  of  John  W.  Campbell,  Jacob 
J^tonte  (J.  Hodges,  Thomas  Orman,  nnd  William  Robinson. 
j2ft5e*,  tinder  the  Superintendence  of  James  Webb,  Fielding:  A. 
3H^*i  Whitehead,  Pardon  C.  Green,  John  W.  Simonton,  William 
tod  George  E.  Weaver. 

gJof  subscription  in  Tallahassee  shall  be  kept  open  for  sixty 
J^ is  Pensacola,  St  Augustine,  Jacksonville  and  Marianna,  each, 
__ytud  Key  West  ten  days,  when  they  shall  be  closed.  And  the 
jfcwii  at  Pensacola,  St.  Augustine,  Jacksonville,  Marianna  oud 
Vs^tftall,  as  soon  as  practicable  thereafter,  transmit  their  subscript 
l*jb  to  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  city  of  Tallahassee ;  and, 
F*1  toks,  shall  also  transmit  all  certificates  and  other  documents  of 
*****  may  have  been  deposited  with  them.  And,  upon  receiving 
■■fcaiptkm  books,  and  documents  of  titles,  the  commissioners  for  the 
[*ftMahassee  shall  make  out  a  correct  statement  of  the  shares  sub* 
fcjloi  report  the  number  thereof  to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory. 
[*•  I  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  it  shall  appear  from  said  report 
iotiers,  that  subscriptions  have  been  made  to  the  extent  of 
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three  thousand  shares,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  app 
twelve  directors,  five  on  the  part  of  the  Territory,  and  seven  on  the  ] 
of  the  stockholders,  who  shall  be  subscribers  to  said  bank ;  which  twi 
directors  shall  constitute  the  first  board  of  directors  of  said  bank,  and  a 
remain  in  office  until  the  first  Monday  in  February  thereafter.  The* 
directors  shall  proceed  to  elect  one  of  their  number  as  president  of 
bunk,  who  shall  also  remain  in  office  until  the  first  Monday  in  Febn 
thereafter.  And  any  vacancy  or  vacancies  which  may  happen  in *i 
board  of  directors,  by  death  or  resignation,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filM 
an  election  to  be  made  by  said  board.  And  so  soon  as  said  board  of  d 
tors  shall  have  been  organized,  the  power  of  the  commissioners  appoi 
to  receive  subscriptions  shall  cease,  and  the  books  of  subscription,  wH 
papers  relating  thereto,  shall  be  delivered  over  to  the  board  of  directofi 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  at  the  time  of  organizing 
first  board  of  directors,  it  shall  appear  that  more  than  ten  thousand  m 
have  been  subscribed,  the  said  board  of  directors,  or  a  majority  of  4 
sjiall  deduct  the  amount  of  excess  from,  first,  the  stock  for  which  so  A 
security  shall  not  be  offered,  and  then  from  the  largest  subscription 
such  manner  that  no  subscription  for  one  hundred  shares  or  under,  d 
be  reduced,  while  the  excess  may  be  reduced  from  the  largest  subscript! 
and  for  subscriptions  of  one  hundred  shares,  and  under,  if  farther  v 
tion  is  required,  it  shall  be  made  at  a  rateable  proportion.  And  if  it'l 
appear  that  the  whole  amount  of  ten  thousand  shares  shall  not  havej 
subscribed  at  the  time  of  closing  said  subscription  books,  the  said  book*) 
remain  open,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  directors,  until  tbfl 
number  of  ten  thousand  shares  shall  have  been  subscribed.  And  thefatf 
the  full  number  of  shares  had  not  been  subscribed  for,  and  that  the  booty 
continue  open  for  additional  subscriptions,  shall  be  published  in  then) 
newspapers  published  in  the  Territory,  for  ttiirty  days.  And  similar  Ji 
of  the  opening  of  the  books  of  subscription  shall  be  republished  H 
beginning  of  each  succeeding  year,  until  the  said  number  of  ten  tboa 
shares  shall  have  been  subscribed.  X 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  owners  of  real  estate,  *N 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  who  are  citizens  thereof,  shall  M 
cply  persons  entitled  to  subscribe  to  the  capital  stock  of  said  bull 
shares  so  subscribed,  shall,  until  after  one  year,  be  transferable  m 
such  persons  being  citizens ;  but,  after  the  expiration  of  one  yult 
shall  be  transferable  to  any  owner  of  real  estate  in  this  Territory,  wfc 
a  citizen  or  not.  rfi 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  as  soon  as  convenient  aM 
passage  of  this  act,  the  Governor  shall,  by  and  with  the  advice  anion 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  appoint  five  appraisers  in  each  of  the  edit 
of  this  Territory,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  and  appraise  Ml 
of  those  who  wish  to  become  stockholders  in  said  bank.  And  thi 
commissioners  shall  deliver  to  all  persons  whose  property  they  apfi 
•detailed  and  authentic  certificates  of  its  value,  of  the  number  of  sal 
which  each  tract  is  composed,  how  many  in  cultivation,  and  how* i 
are  uncleared  and  not  cultivated,  the  number  of  slaves,  the  naafci 
quality  of  buildings;  and  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  each  item, 4 
certificate  must  be  signed  and  sworn  to  before  a  magistrate  ef  ttacfi 
fey  said  appraisers,  or  a  majority  of  them.  a 
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!ec7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  board  of  directors  shall  be  the 
pa  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  mortgages  offered  for  the  stock,  and  shall 
m  pow«T  to  refuse  or  reject  the  same,  if  not  sufficient,  and  shall,  in  such 
e,wpire  other  security,  or,  in  default,  reduce  the  shares  of  such  de- 
ltas, tathe  amount  of  the  security  satisfactorily  furnished. 
Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  secure  the  payment  of  the 
iocipal  ud  interest  of  the  bonds  to  be  issued  by  the  Territory,  for  the 
tip*  if  using  the  capital  of  the  bank,  the  subscribers  shall  be  bound 
>  (ha  a  bond  arid  mortgage,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  board  of  directors, 
ft)pnpmy  to  be  in  all  cases,  at  least  equal  to  the  amount  of  their  re- 
MdJntfpd,  which  mortgages  may  be  on  lands  and  slaves,  on  lots  with 
OHM  or  other  edifices  yielding  a  revenue:  Provided,  that  not  more  than 
nMhinkof  the  stock  of  such  stockholder  may  be  secured  by  mortgage 
I  nieprored  lands,  not  pertaining  to  any  plantation,  nor  shall  any 
■tep  be  taken  upon  any  vacant  lot  in  any  town  or  city,  no  mortgage 
I  mi  alone  shall  be  received;  and  when  a  mortgage  shall  be  offered 
link  ud  slaves,  the  value  of  the  lands  shall  be  equal  to  at  least  one- 
llf  of  (knock,  for  securing  which  the  mortgage  is  given,  and  houses 
■JAi  buildings  mortgaged  to  the  bank  shall  always  be  insured  against 
■it tf  fire,  and  the  policy  of  insurance  transferred  to  the  same  institu- 
■Jjtatit  shall  not  be  necessary  to  insure  buildings  on  plantations. 
Thl  no  mortgage  shall  be  received  on  a  brick  or  stone  house,  or  other 
■■arsone  buildings,  for  more  than  one-half  of  its  value,  and  on  a  frame 
'  [Bore  than  one-fourth  of  its  value ;  that  no  one  shall  be  permitted 
ibe  until  he  shall  exhibit  to  the  commissioners  or  directors  such 
of  his  title  to  the  property  proposed  as  a  guarantee  to  the  bank,  as 
Jjffcfamed  satisfactory  to  said  commissioners  or  directors,  and  the  cer- 


the  clerk  of  the  county,  and  superior  courts  in  the  county  where 


^J  fa,  whether  there  is  or  is  not  any  encumbrance  upon  the  same, 
l1'J>oiton  the  party;  and  if  so,  their  respective  amount.  That  prop- 
J*hrfy  mortgaged  may  be  received  as  a  guarantee,  provided,  that 
■■feint deducted  from  the  whole  appraised" value  of  the  property  at 
■J^bb  the  amount  of  said  mortgages,  and  slock  to  be  granted  only 
[J^  >«oont  of  the  surplus,  after  such  deduction :  Provided,  however, 
•listing  mortgage  on  said  property  shall  not  prevent  the  board  of 
*  commissioners  from  receiving  it  at  its  full  value,  if  the  subscri- 
■Wnaily  employ  the  money  to  be  borrowed  from  the  bank  in  the 
.-  (taut  of  said  mortgage,  and  its  extinguishment  shall  take  place 

fcl'**08  °^  ^e  °®cers  °f  ^,e  bank  or  x^eiT  appointed  agent. 

■fcl  ib  it  further  enacted,  That  the  bonds  and  mortgages  given  to 

""^fcwhscriptions  to  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank,  shall  be  deposited 
*faof  said  institution,  the  said  mortgages  having  been  first  record- 
"""  to  law  ;  and  whenever  application  shall  be  made  by  a  stock- 
*  transfer  his  stock  and  be  discharged,  such  transfer  and  discharge 
t place  upon  the  new  stockholder  complying  with  the  same  requi- 
%ttlal«l  in  the  foregoing  section  ;  in  the  case  of  an  original  sub- 
•din  all  such  cases  of  transfer  and  discharge,  the  votes  shall  be 

-    Tltts  and  nays. 

*l*F«ockholder  may  at  any  time  release  his  property  by  paying  the 

*ini  subscribed,  and  also  such  loans  as  may  have  been  made  on  the 

■•fit 


**kr 


•   •■ 
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Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  negfl 
tk>n  by  said  bank  for  the  said  loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,  the  firil 
the  Territory  is  hereby  pledged  for  the  security  of  the  capital  and  inten 
and  that  one  thousand  bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  to  wit, I 
hundred  and  fifty  bonds  payable  in  twenty  four  years,  two  hundred  i 
fifty  bonds  payable  in  twenty  six  years,  two  hundred  and  fifty  bonds d 
ble  in  twenty  eight  years,  two  hundred  and  fifty  bonds  payable  in  m 
years,  and  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  not  exceeding  six  per  centos! 
annum,  shall  be  furnished  to  the  order  of  the  "  Union  Bank  of  Fta| 
signed  by  the  Governor,  and  countersigned  by  the  Treasurer,  and  ^ 
the  seal  of  the  Territory.    Such  bonds  to  be  in  the  following  words  si 

ONE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  That  the  Territory  of 
acknowledges  to  be  indebted  to  the  "  Union  Bank  of  Florida"  in  tl 
of  one  thousand  dollars  ;  which  sum  the  said  Territory  of  Florida 
to  pay,  in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  the  order  of  the 

directors,  and  company  of  said  bank,  on  the day  of  — — 

year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and ,  with  interest  at 

of per  centum  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  at  the  place  m 

the  endorsement  hereon,  viz :  on  the day  of ,  and  on  thtj 

day  of of  every  year,  until  the  payment  of  said  principal  so 

testimony  whereof,  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  hath 
and  the  Treasurer  has  countersigned,  these  presents,  nnd  caused  the 

the  Territory  to  be  affixed  thereto,  at  Tallahassee,  this day  of' 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  — . 


[Countersigned,] 


The  said  bonds  may  be  transferrable,  by  the  endorsement  of  thai 
dent  and  of  the  cashier  of  the  said  bank,  to  the  order  of  any  person 
aoever,  or  to  the  bearer ;  and  the  said  endorsement  shall  fix  the 
•aid  principal  and  interest  shall  be  paid  ;  and  all  expenses  attendii 
suing  of  said  bonds,  shall  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  bank. 

Sec.  11.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  both  the  capital  and  inl 
•aid  bonds  shall  be  paid  by  said  bank  as  the  same  shall  become  doe.   . 

8  ec.  12.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be,  and  it  is  heM^ 
dared  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  to  affix  tbsi* 
•aid  Territory  to  each  of  the  said  bonds  so  signed  and  couatemgutlp 
of  charge. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  soon  as  directors  i 
the  manner  provided  for  in  the  third  section  of  this  act  shall 

duties  of  their  office  and  elect  a  president,  the  same  shall  l>e  nolil 

Governor,  who  shall  thereupon  execute  to  the  said  bank,  from  time  1^1 
bonds  in  amount  proportioned  to  the  sums  subscribed,  and  aecnradfl 
satisfaction  of  the  directors,  as  required  by  the  charter,  until  the* 
amount  of  three  millions  of  dollars  shall  be  furnished  in  bonds,  as  hi 
fore  provided. 

Skc.  14.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mortgage  to  be  giwV 
subscribers  to  the  stock  of  the  bank  shall  be  in  the  following  form:    h 

This  Indenture,  made  the         dnyof  ,in  the  year  one  ihW 

eight  hundred  and  ,  between  A.  B.,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  *  ^ 
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Ink  of  Florida,"  of  the  second  part  witnesseth  :  That  (he  said  party,  of  the 
^.tepart,in  consideration  of  one  dollar,  to  him  duly  paid,  hath  sold,  and  by 
*  toe  presents  doth  grunt  and  convey,  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  pari 
fa  following  described  premises,  to  wit  : 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  premises  and  appurtenances  to 
,&•  aid  parly  of  the  second  part  and  their  successors  for  ever :  And  the 
l  aaii  party  of  the  first  part  covenants  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and 
j^adauntiitors,  to  pay  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  the  sura  of  dol- 

-  ~kft,io  the  manner  following,  to  wit :  This  grant  is  intended 

is  a  rarity  for  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  dollars,  accord- 

kf  lilbe  tenor  and  effect  of  the  foregoing  covenant ;  which  payment,  if 
Hade,  will  render  the  conveyance  void.    And  if  default  shall  be  made  in 
Ai  payment  of  any  sum  due  by  the  above  covenant,  as  principal,  interest, 
ffntalment,  for  ninety  days,  then  the  party  of  the  second  part,  and  their 
»,  may  sell  the  premises  above  granted,  or  so  much  thereof  as  will 
m  the  amount  due,  with  reasonable  costs  and  expenses,  at  public  auo- 
bn  giving  thirty  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  in  some 
paper  published  in  the  couuty,  or  in  the  paper  published  nearest  to  the 
y.    Witness,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  which  mortgage  shall  be  accompauied 
a  relinquishment  of  dower  from  the  wife,  according  to  law. 
8tc  15.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  subscribers  to  the  stock  of  said 
Jhei  Bink,  their  successors  and  assigns,  be,  and  they  are,  by  this  present 
created  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  for  and  during  the  term  of  forty 
■  from  the  passage  of  this  act ;  and  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  made  ca- 
jrtle, under  the  name  of  the  "  Union  Bank  of  Florida,"  to  receive  and  poe- 
ftiD  kinds  of  property,  either  moveable  or  immoveable ;  and  to  sell,grant, 
dmate,  demise,  and  dispose  of  the  same ;  to  loan,  negotiate,  take  mortgagee 
'  ai pledges:  and  to  discount  on  such  terms  and  such  securities  as  they 
Adjudge  proper :  Provided,  that  the  whole  amount  of  their  accounts  and 
'  oi  every  description  do  not  exceed  double  the  amount  of  the  capital 
ly  received— the  profits  realized  and  in  possession  of  the  bank  being 
fi  considered  as  a  part  of  their  capital :  And  provided,  also,  That  the 
by  the  bank,  exclusive  of  the  deposites,  shall  not  exceed  double  the 
mt  of  their  capital :  and  they  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be 
t  ^*c^iaDsver  and  receive  answers,  in  all  courts  having  competent  juria- 
flWft;and  to  have  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  alter  and  renew  at  pleas* 
M;  ail  to  ordain  and  establish  such  by-laws,  rules,  and  ordinances,  as  they 
i  ^Wlfcm  necessary  and  suitable  for  the  government  of  the  said  corpora* 
i  {jf^** being  contrary  to  this  act,  nor  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
wid  States,  or  to  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
he.  16.  Be  it  further  enactjd,  That,  after  the  first  appointment  of  di- 
ll prescribed  in  the  third  section  of  this  act,  there  shall  be  held  an 
election  for  seven  directors  to  be  made  by  the  stockholders  on  the 
fa  Monday  in  February  of  every  year,  which  election  shall  be  held  at  the 
Mrting house  of  said  bank,  and  the  said  seven  directors  shall  be  elected 
■fdto stockholders  or  their  attorneys,  after  public  notice  of  the  time  and 
r*»  of  holding  said  election,  advertised  in  all  the  newspapers  printed  in 
"•"fcifor  a  space  of  at  least  thirty  days  previous  to  the  time  of  holding 
i  *rt*ction.    In  said  election,  each  stockholder  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
™fc  fc  every  share  held  by  him ;  but  no  person,  copartnership,  or  firrn 
k  **"  be  entitled  to  a  greater  number  than  one  hundred  votes,  and  the  said 
I  Action  shall  be  decided  by  a  plurality  of  votes.    No  vote  shall  be  given 
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upon  any  share  which  has  not  been  held  by  the  owner  for  at  least 
calendar  months  previous  to  the  election.    There  shall  also  be  anr 
appointed,  on  the  part  ot  the  Territory,  live  other  directors,  which  ap 
ment  shall  be  made  previous  to  the  fourth  Monday  of  January  in  • 
year,  in  such  way  as  the  Legislature  may  direct ;  and,  unless  otherwi 
rected,  the  said  appointment  shall  be  made  by  the  Governor,  by  and 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council ;  and  the  director! 
elected  by  the  stockholders,  and  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Territory, 
at  their  first  meeting  after  the  said  election,  proceed  to  elect  one  of  tl 
vectors  to  be  president  of  the  said  bank,  and  he  shall  remain  in  office  d 
the  time  for  which  the  directors  shall  have  been  elected,  as  above  st 
Provided  always.  That  if  an  election  or  appointment  of  directors, 
'a  president,  shall  not  take  place  at  the  period  fixed  by  the  present 
the  corporation  shall  not  on  that  account  be  dissolved ;  but  it  shall  be 
ful  at  any  other  period  to  hold  the  said  election,  or  make  the  said  ap| 
ment,  as  the  case  may  be ;  and,  until  such  elections,  the  president  ar 
rectors  of  the  said  Union  Bank,  for  the  time  being,  shall  continue  in  c 
And  in  case  of  vacancy,  arising  from  the  death,  resignation,  non-accepl 
refusal  to  qualify,  absence  from  the  United  States,  or  removal  from offl 
any  director,  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  board  of  directors. 
,     Sue.  17.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  board  of  directors  of  sai 
'poration,  shall  have  power  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  adi 
tration  of  the  affairs  of  the  hank ;  and  may  alter,  add  to,  or  repeal  the 
as  the  interest  of  the  corporation  shall  require ;  and  the  deliberation 
acts  of  said  board  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect,  as  if  done  Is 
stockholders  themselves,  in  general  meeting  :  Provided,  the  said  rules 
ulations  or  acts  be  not  contrary  to  law  ;  aiid  provided^  also,  that  such 
regulations,  and  acts,  may  be  repealed  or  altered  by  the  stockholders  i 
|6fal  meeting. 

s     Sec.  18.  Bt  it  further  enacted \  That  the  board  of  directors  shall  kea 
or  more  books,  in  which  shall  be  entered  their  rules,  regulations,  ordin. 
and  proceedings,  which  book  shall  at  all  times  be  open  for  the  inspect 
any  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the  Legislature ;  and  suck 
mittee  shall  have  access  to  all  book3  containing  the  general  accounts 
bank,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  cash  on  hand,  the  amount  of" 
in  circulation,  the  balance  due  to  and  from  other  banks,  the  amount 
posites,  the  amount  of  bills,  notes,  or  bonds,  discounted,  and  all  theother 
of  the  said  bank,  so  as  to  know  its  true  situation  and  be  enabled  to  m 
true  report  thereof  to  the  Legislature  :  Provided,  that  said  committee 
net  have  a  right  to  examine  the  individual  accounts  of  the  customers 
bank.    And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  directors  at  the  comn 
ment  of  each  session  of  the  Legislature,  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  it  fl 
statement  of  the  situation  of  the  bank  ;  which  statement  shall  be  re 
by  the  oath  of  the  cashier. 

(  Sec.  19.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  none  but  a  stockholder  who 
jpitizen  of  the  Territory,  shall  be  capable  of  serving  as  a  director  of  said  I 
and  after  the  first  appointment,  no  stockholder  shall  be  a  director  who 
Viot,  at  the  time  of  his  election  or  appointment,  possess  at  least  twenty  si 
of  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank.  No  director  except  the  president  she 
entitled  to  uny  emolument  or  pay  for  his  services,  nor  shall  any  direct 
another  bank,  nor  shall  two  persons  in  partnership  be  at  the  same  time  di 
ors  of  this  bank ;  and  if  after  his  election  or  appointment,  any  director 
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hi  he  shall  he  incapable  of  any  longer  holding  his  office,  and  another  shall 
be  elected  in  his  place,  in  (he  manner  prescribed  in  the  sixteenth  section  of 
this  act  The  President  elected  by  the  first  board  of  directors,  simll  icctjive 
•och  salary  or  compensation  for  his  services  as  the  board  by  which  he  is 
elected  shall  determine  ;  and  the  salary  of  the  president  shall  after  the  first 
JW  bt  fixed  by  the  stockholders  at  their  first  general  meeting  and  shall  con- 
tinue the  same  until  altered  by  a  subsequent  general  meeting. 

Sac  SO.  fit  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president  and  directors  of  said 
bank  Ml  hive  power  to  appoint  the  cashier,  tellers,  book  keepers  and  all 
other  dm  and  servants  of  the  company,  to  prescribe  their  several  duties, 
to  alio? tan  such  compensation  for  their  services  as  they  may  deem  rea- 
•onalfcjMd  all  said  officers  and  servants  shall  give  such  bond  and  security 
for  ftM&iihfbl  discharge  of  their  duties,  as  may  be  required  by  the  board  of 
dnwm;  and  shall  hold  their  several  offices  only  during  the  pleasure  of 
ml  hard. 

Sec  21.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  expense  of  recording  deeds, 
*M%"gw,  fe.,  given  by  subscribers  to  secure  the  amount  of  the  stock,  or 
J*  toiecnre  the  repayment  of  loans  made  by  the  bank,  shall  be  paid  by 
Jib  party  given  the  security.  And  the  expense  of  appraising  and  valuing 
me  property  of  proposed  subscribers  to  the  stock  of  the  bank  by  the  com- 
■J"j*w appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of  this  act, 
■Mm  m  be  paid  by  the  parties  requiring  their  services :  and  for  said  ser- 
Jjc^fcsaid  appraisers  are  hereby  authorized  to  demand  and  receive  at 
"t  nitrf  one  dollar  each  per  day. 

rfi^rkkl  R***  father  enacted.  That  the  shares  held  by  any  stockholder 
wwl be  hound  for  any  debt  he  may  owe  to  said  bunk,  whether  as  payer,  en- 
*"r^*cnrity ;  nor  without  the  consent  ot  the  board  of  directors,  shall 
?*  JJJ^Mer  be  permitted  to  transfer  his  shares,  until  such  debt  shall 
■JJ*  wn  laid ;  and  upon  failure  of  payment,  the  board  of  directors  may 
w«  a  ale  to  be  made  of  said  shares,  or  so  many  thereof  as  may  be  sum- 
owteAicharge  the  said  debt. 

So.  a,  fa  it  further  enacted,  That  after  paying  the  interest  upon  the 
2**1*'  by  the  Territory,  and  the  expense  of  management,  the  sur- 
fwpmti  of  the  said  bank  shall  be  retained  and  used  as  additional  capital, 
^j^iiiiilaied  surplus  shall  equal  the  amount  of  the  bonds  Issued 

JjL*inK  the  capital  of  the  bank,  and  when  the  Legislature  is  satisfied 

Aofbi£jrn,^atec*  P1"0"18  are  °f  SUQh  amount,  it  may  by  resolution  au- 
y"*^Jends  of  subsequent  profits.     And  in  apportioning  the  dividends 

rfpET^Ueilt  Pro^ts»  one  moiety  thereof  shall  be  paid  to  the  Territory 
£*?W^n  consideration  of  the  aid  afforded  in  raising  the  capital  of  the 
™*!W(I  the  other  moiety  shall  be  divided  among  the  stockholders  ac- 
r^jjjtoeir  respective  shares.  But  upon  the  expiration  of  the  charter, 
»™e  capital  subscribed  shall  be  divided  among  the  stockholders  in  the 
wmm. 

Sa.2t  Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  said  corporation  shall  never re- 
■"^*Bpened  the  payment  in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  of  any 
■Jj'Wesor  obligations,  or  of  any  funds  received  by  them  in  doposite; 
™ »w*r the  said  corporation  shall  refuse  or  suspend  said  payment,  the 
"Wrfany  note  or  obligation,  or  any  person  having  the  right  to  demand 
JJ'J^the  amount  of  funds  deposited  as  above  mentioned,  shall  be  en- 
wfoittover  damages,  at  the  rate  often  per  centum  per  annum. 


far 
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Skc.  25.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  capital  of  said  bank 
exempt  from  any  tax  imposed  by  the  Legislature  of  Florida,  o 
county  or  body  politic,  under  the  authority  of  the  Territory,  dt 
continuance  of  the  present  charter. 

Skc.  26.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  mortgages  for  loans, 
virtue  of  this  act,  snail  bear  the  legal  rate  of  interest  after  maturi 
punctually  paid,  and  the  Union  Buuk  of  Florida  shall  have  the 
cause  to  be  seized  and  sold,  according  to  law,  the  property  moil 
whose  hands  soever  the  same  may  he  found,  in  the  same  manner, 
the  same  facilities,  as  if  it  was  seized  in  the  hands  of  the  mortg 
withstanding  any  sale  or  change  of  title  thereof  by  inheritance  or  < 

Sec.  27.  Beit  furtlwr  enacted,  That  if  any  individual,  who  I 
obtained  from  said  batik  a  loan  secured  by  mortgage  as  aforesaid,  8 
a  surrender  of  his  property  to  his  creditors,  the  said  mortgaged 
shall  not  be  comprised  in  the  cession,  or  in  the  mass  of  his  estate, 
case  of  payment  of  the  sum  due  to  the  bank,  and  secured  by  the  i 
gage :  but  the  said  bank  may  proceed  by  a  due  course  of  law  aj 
said  properly,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  surrender  had  been  had 
and  the  surplus  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  after  paying  the  debts  i 
bank,  with  costs,  shall  be  paid  over  to  his  legal  representatives. 

Sec.  28.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  upon  loans  or  discounts 
not  exceeding  four  months,  the  said  bank  shall  not  receive  more 
per  cent,  for  sixty  days ;  and  not  more  than  at  the  rate  of  eight  pi 
per  annum  for  a  longer  period ;  the  interest  in  either  case  may  1 
deducted  in  advance. 

Sec.  29.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  and  every  stockho! 
be  entitled  to  a  credit  or  loan  equal  to  two  thirds  of  the  total  auxx 
shares :  Provided,  That  notes  or  obligations  for  repayment  of  tl 
shall  be  annually  received,  and  the  interest  paid  up:  And  provi 
That  when  the  accumulated  surplus  profits  shall  have  equalled  tl 
of  the  bonds  issued  by  the  Territory,  for  obtaining  the  capital  of  I 
the  interest  upon  all  loans  shall  be  reduced  to  a  rate  not  exceedin 
centum  per  annum. 

Sec.  30.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  whenever  the  said  bank  i 

Eaid  off  and  delivered  to  the  Governor  of  Florida  all  the  bonds  wl 
ave  been  issued  by  the  Territory  for  the  purpose  of  raising  tl 
stock  of  the  bank,  the  right  of  electing  directors  by  the  Territory  si 
and  thenceforward  all  the  directors  shall  be  elected  by  the  stock! 
the  manner  provided  in  section  sixteen  of  this  act. 

Sf.c  31.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  at  any  time  after  the  ■ 
Bank  of  Florida  shall  have  been  in  operation  one  year,  the  remain! 
of  two  millions  of  dollars,  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  ac 
portion  thereof  as  the  directors  may  deem  advisable,  may  be  subs 
and  taken  up;  aud  for  that  purpose  books  of  subscription  shall  1 
at  the  banking  house  of  said  institution,  under  the  direction  of  the 
of  such  committee  thereof  as  it  may  appoint ;  and  the  board  of 
shall  have  authority  to  appoint  appraisers  in  the  several  counties  o 
ritory,  lo  value  and  appraise  the  property  proposed  to  he  offered 
the  additional  subscriptions  to  said  capital  stock,  wilh  the  same  po 
under  the  same  regulations,  as  prescribed  in  the  sixth  section  of 
And  the  board  of  directors  shall  have  all  the  power  and  authority,  ii 
to  the  subscription  uf  the  additional  capital  stock,  which  is  given  ii 
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fc relation  to  the  original  subscriptions.    And  the  books  for  receiving  su  fa- 
ctions for  the  additional  capital,  shall  be  kept  open  for  at  least  sixty 
i;  tod,  if  the  whole  amount  proposed  to  be  subscribed  shall  not  have 
nfaocribed  for  in  said  sixty  days,  the  board  of  directors  may  order  the 
i  lo  be  kept  open,  or  to  be  then  closed  and  opened  again  at  such  times 
itudtard  may  deem  most  expedient.    But  if,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
dqi  aforesaid,  it  shall  appear  that  subscriptions  have  been  made  to 
exceeding  the  additional  sum  proposed  to  be  subscribed,  the  ex- 
be  taken,  first  from  those  subscribers  who  were  not  previously 
»  in  said  bank,  by  striking  off  from  the  largest  subscriptions 
Infeced  to  the  next  largest,  &c. ;  and  if,  after  striking  out  all  the  sub- 
of  parties  not  before  stockholders,  there  shall  still  be  an  excess,  it 
hi  so  reduced  as  to  make  the  new  subscriptions  of  the  stockholders  as 
m  may  be  proportional  to  their  old  shares. 

32.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  board  of  directors  of  said  Union 

shall,  within  six  months  after  going  into  operation,  establish  agencies 

nehes  of  said  institution  at  St.  Augustine,  Pensacola,  and  JMarianna, 

Ishdl  have  authority  to  establish  branches  at  that  time,  or  at  any  time 

r,  at  such  other  places  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  as  they  may 

advisable;  and  shall  also  have  authority  to  appoint  the  agents,  direct- 

itthier,  and  other  officers  of  said  agencies  or  branches,  and  to  prescribe 

I  rates  and  regulations,  for  conducting  and  managing  the  same,  as  they 

ffcem  expedient ;  or  they  may  delegate  to  the  directors  of  any  such 

dw  the  power  of  appointing  the  subordinate  officers  thereof,  under 

iiwrictions  as  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Union  Bank  may  pre- 

s;tnd  that  the  branches  and  agencies  ordered  to  be  established  by  this 

i or  that  may  hereafter  be  established  by  the  president  and  directors  of 

nincipal  bank,  shall  be  managed  by  a  president  and  six  directors,  who 

I  bo  stockholders,  to  be  appointed  as  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  part  of 

itttkro. 

L  lsc.33.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  in  all  instances  in  which  slaves 
whe  mortgaged  in  virtue  of  this  act,  the  possession  thereof  shall  be  and 
£>*awith  the  mortgager,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  until 
l3f* C0Yeuant  or  covenants  contained  in  said  mortgage,  it  shall  be  law- 
^*j» the  said  bank  to  seize  the  same.     And  if  at  any  time  the  president  of 
"■tak,or  any  accredited  agent  thereof,  shall  make  oath  before  any  judge 
"hfttiDty  court,  or  justice  of  the  peace,  that  he  verily  believes  that  the 
*"Mgager  intends  removing,  or  is  about  to  remove,  or  has  commenced 
,  ^**"  ^  said  slave  or  slaves  beyond  the  reach  of  the  laws  of  this  Ter- 
•  yTi ^.violation  of  his  covenant  with  the  bank,  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
J  Jl^11^  j»dge  or  justice  to  issue  an  attachment  against  such  slave  or 
I.  Undirected  to  any  marshal,  commanding  him  to  seize  and  take  such 
1 7**daves,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  next  court  having  competent 
I  pfabn,  in  the  same  way  as  is  provided  by  the  general  law  of  attach- 
tfil  2?  ^rov^e^  moreovrr.  That  in  any  case  of  mortgages  on  a  slave  or 
31  5&^  ^r,ue  °f  this  act,  the  increase  of  such  slave  or  slaves  shall  be 
I     L?*°*',e  8ame  ''en  created  by  said  mortgage. 

Ifc34.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  bonds  to  be  executed  and 
2J*ri  by  the  said  Governor,  in  the  name  of  this  Territory,  as  in  the 
;***ctioti  of  this  act  is  provided,  shall  in  no  instance  be  sold,  or  nego- 
JW *  t  discount,  or  for  a  less  sum  than  the  amount  named  and  express- 
•  *  *id  bonds,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  capital  of  said  bank ;  but,  in 
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every  such  case,  each  and  every  bond  sold  for  a  less  sum  than  the  amount 
named  and  expressed  therein,  shall  thereby  become  for  ever  absolutely  null 
and  void. 

Sec.  35.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  a  violation  of  the  provis- 
ions of  the  15th  section  of  this  act,  the  directors,  under  whose  adrainifr 
tration  it  shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  surplus  debts  thus  created,  k 
their  natural  private  capacities,  and  an  action  of  debt  may  in  such  cases  be 
brought  against  them,  or  their  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  in  tipj 
court  of  record  having  competent  jurisdiction,  by  any  creditor  or  creditor! 
of  said  corporation,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execution,  any 
condition,  covenant,  or  agreement,  to  the  contrary  noth withstanding;  bqfl 
this  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said  corporation,  or  the  lands 
tenements,  goods,  and  chattels,  of 'the  same,  from  being  also  liable  for,  ani 
chargeable  with,  the  said  excess :  Provided,  That  such  ot  the  directoQ 
who  may  have  been  absent  from  the  board  when  said  excess  was  contracted 
or  created,  or  who  may  have  dissented  from  the  resolution  or  act  whereb| 
the  same  was  contracted  or  created,  may  respectfully  exonerate  themselfa 
from  being  so  liable,  by  forthwith  giving  notice  of  the  fact  of  such  absenoi 
or  dissent  to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory. 

Sec.  36.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  one  moiety  of  the  dividends  oi 
profits  which,  according  to  the  23d  section  of  this  act,  is  to  accrue  and  bk 
paid  to  the  Territory,  shall  for  ever  be  held  and  appropriated  by  this  Terri 
tory  as  a  fund,  to  be  controlled,  invested,  and  regulated,  so  that  the  annua 
interest  or  dividends  which  may  accrue  thereon,  shall  be  applied  as  the  Lft 
gislature  may  or  shall  from  time  to  time  direct,  exclusively  to,  and  for  tin 
establishment,  support,  and  use  of  schools,  colleges,  and  seminaries  of  leant 
ing,  in  this  Territory. 

Approved  February  13,  1835. 


AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  UrnJa 

Bank  of  Florida." 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  ffc 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  so  much  of  the  16th  section  of  the  ahovetti 
cited  act,  as  directs  that  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  annual 
election  of  directors  of  said  Bank,  shall  be  advertised  in  all  the  newspfr 
pers  printed  in  Florida ;  and  so  much  of  the  32d  section  of  the  same  set!  it 
requires  "that  the  board  of  directors  of  said  Union  Bank  shall,  within  six 
months  after  going  into  operation,  establish  agencies  or  branches  of  said  in* 
stitution  in  St.  Augustine,  Pensacola,  and  Marianna,"  shall  be,  and  thf 
same  is  hereby,  repealed:  Provided,  however,  That  if  at  anytime  hereafter 
the  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  enlarged,  as  by  the  charter  is  allowed 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  bank  to  caujse  books  of  subscription  to  bs 
opened  at  the  places  named  in  Kast  Florida  for  opening  books,  contained  in 
the  original  charter,  and  if  any  shall  be  subscribed,  it  shall  hereafter  be  obli- 
gatory to  establish  a  branch  in  East  Florida,  according  to  the  requirements 
of  the  said  charter. 

Sec.  2.  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  said  32d  section  of 
the  aboverecited  act,  as  requires  that  the  agents  or  branches  authorized  Is 
be  established  by  the  said  bank,  "  shall  be  managed  by  a  president  and  six 
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FBctors,  and  that  they  shall  be  stockholders,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
nled. 

8bc.3.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  upon  any  shares  in  the  capital  stock 
ail  tank,  which  shall  be  paid  up  in  money,  the  board  of  directors  may 
dwiWidends  not  exceeding  eight  per  centum  per  annum,  and  the  board 
[factors  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  cause  books  for  the  transfer 
hhmthus  paid,  to  be  open  in  the  city  of  New  York,  or  elsewhere,  un- 
to fenperinlendence  of  such  agent  or  agents,  and  subject  to  such  rules 
frfKgrirtkms  as  they  may  prescribe. 

*tfel  fie  it  further  enacted.  That  the  stockholders  in  general  meeting 
Mine  power  and  authority  to  designate  what  number  of  the  directors 
ajiiMiby  the  Legislative  Council,  and  elected  by  the  stockholders,  not 
Mfiafrc,  shall  be  sufficient  to  constitute  a  board  for  the  transaction  of 
MaiMBof  the  said  bank. 

<lfc  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  parts  of  the  aboverecited  act, 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  add  the  same  are  hereby  re- 


%roitd  February  14,1835. 


MCT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Union  Bank 
*  of  Florida." 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
of  Florida,  That  if  any  stockholder,  who  has  heretofore  or  may 
obtain  a  loan  upon  the  pledge  of  stock  as  is  contemplated  in  the 
wuon  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  shall  neglect  to  re- 
-pay up  his  stock-note  for  the  space  of  thirty  days  after  the  same 
bate  become  due,  the  shares  so  pledged  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  bank, 
*y  premium  that  may  be  received  from  the  sale  thereof,  shall  inure 
I  be  added  to  the  surplus  profits  of  the  bank. 
jfc&2-  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of 
pfcam,  when  any  shares  may  be  forfeited  as  aforesaid,  to  proceed  to  sell 
2*  •■••t  public  outcry,  to  the  highest  bidder,  before  the  banking  house 
5ft*F  °f  Tallahassee,  after  giving  ten  days'  notice,  by  publication  in 
^Papers  published  in  Tallahassee,  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  and 
'pdwor  shall  within  ten  days  thereafter,  execute  to  the  bank  the  bonds 


^  *"taes  necessary  to  constitute  him  a  stockholder,  and  be  subject  to 
****iimes,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  and  entitled  to  the  same  rights, 
522© ^  immunities,  as  are  guarantied  to  an  original  stockholder: 
£7***j4  that  the  forfeiture  and  sale  of  shares  shall  not  operate  to  divest 

kfiSkf^  '*etl  w^*c^  ft  may  have  had  on  the  property  of  the  default- 
2*Biholder,  but  the  same  shall  remain  bound  for  the  security  of  any 
^"•■■yowe  the  bank,  whether  as  payer,  endorser,  or  security,  until 

j*"|Wl  have  been  fully  satisfied. 

HP*nA  March  1, 1839. 


UACT  to  incorporate  a  Bank  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola. 

.**)■  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
""**•!  Pkrida,  That  a  bank  shall  be  established  in  the  city  of  Pen- 
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sacolq,  the  capital  stock  thereof  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred 
dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  books  for  subscriptioc 
opened  on  the  1st  any  of  March  next,  and  remain  open  for  six 
Pensacola,  under  the  superintendence  of  Samuel  Patterson,  Har 
John  de  la  Rua,  John  Jerrisen,  jr.,  and  George  W.  Bark  ley,  an 
commissioners  may  open  books  to  receive  subscriptions  at  any  plac 
deem  advisable,  under  the  superintendence  of  such  persons  as 
think  proper;  any  three  of  the  aforesaid  commissioners  shall  be 
to  perform  the  duties  of  their  appointment :  and  if  the  numbei 
shall  not  be  subscribed  within  the  term  of  sixty  days,  they  sha 
books  open  for  six  months  and  no  longer ;  but  the  corporation, 
created,  may  at  any  future  time  open  books  to  receive  subscript! 
remaining  shares  unsubscribed,  at  such  time  and  place,  and  un 
periritendeuce  of  such  persons  as  they  may  deem  advisable  and 
but  in  the  meantime  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners 
they  shall  have  received  $15,000,  to  give  notice  of  the  same  to 
holders  at  the  distance  of  twenty  days,  for  proceeding  to  the  chc 
teen  directors,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  choice  then  and 
made,  and  the  thirteen  persons  who  shall  be  then  and  there  ct) 
be  the  first  directors,  and  shall  be  capable  of  serving  until  the  1 
in  January  thereafter,  by  virtue  of  such  choice,  or  until  their 
shall  be  duly  elected  ;  and  the  directors  elected  at  the  first  and  € 
quent  election,  shall  elect  a  president,  who  must  be  a  directoi 
aforesaid  first  chosen  directors  shall  forthwith  commence  the  oj 
a  bank. 

Sbc.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  three  fourths  of  the  at 
share  or  shares,  subscribed  for,  by  the  several  and  respective  8 
shall  be  puid  in  gold,  silver,  or  United  States'  bank  notes,  and  t 
remaining  fourth  in  current  money  of  the  Territory— one- foil rt 
payments  shall  be  made  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  or  within  ti 
thereafter,  to  the  commissioners —an  eighth  within  sixty  day 
bank  shall  go  into  operation,  and  the  remainder  at  such  times  at 
dent  and  directors  of  said  bank  shall  require :  Provided,  that  not 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent ,  upon  said  stock,  shall  be  culled  in  at 
and  provided  al*o,  that  sixty  days'  notice  be  given  before  the 
quired. 

Sisc.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  subscribers  to  the 
their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  created  a 
corporation  and  body  politic,  in  law  and  in  fact,  by  the  name  a 
"The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Peiisacola,"  and  si 
tinue  until  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  by  the  name  and  style  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  n» 
and  able  iu  law  to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy,  an 
themselves  and  successors,  lands,  rents,  tenements,  hereditame 
chattels,  and  effects,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole, 
dred  thousand  dollars,  including  the  capital  stock  aforesaid ;  an 
to  grant,  sell,  demise,  alienate,  or  dispose  of;  to  sue  and  be  sim 
and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  he  d« 
courts  of  record,  or  any  other  place  whatever  ;  and  also  to  make 
use,  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter,  and  renew  a 
and  also  to  ordain,  establish,  and  put  in  execution  such  by  laws,  < 
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*d  ttasi  tod  regulations,  as  shall  seem  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  government 
of  aid  corporation,  not  being  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  Territory  and  of 
Hisshi.  |e United  States,  and  for  the  making  whereof,  general  meetings  of  the 
xly  ^  fcckhoWers  may  be  called  by  the  directors  in  the  manner  hereinafter  spe- 
insnn  kflfcdjiud  generally  to  do  and  execute  all  acts,  matters,  and  things,  which 
*Qd  iMtioMpniioDjOr  body  politic  in  law,  may  or  can  lawfully  do  or  execute, 
iCet^ abject  to  the  rules,  regulations,  restrictions,  and  provisions,  hereinafter  pre- 
^^wM  and  declared. 

***?■  Sec.5.  Bi  it  further  enacted,  That  the  directors  of  the  bank  for  the 
*r  of  s.  timebeugihall  have  power  to  appoint  such  officers,  clerks,  and  servauls, 
,\  liuder  Itoaselves  as  shall  lie  necessary  for  ihe  executing  the  business  of 
ij  T^  said wpontiou,  and  to  allow  them  such  compensation  for  their  services  re- 
Ddu*  ^**Wf*  shall  be  reasonable;  and  shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such 
7*  titofowm  and  authorities  for  the  well  governing  and.  ordering  the  af- 
A°*  ftfisofdwsaid  corporation  as  shall  be  described,  fixed,  and  determined,  by 
;,  s7falif^regiilaUoiis,  and  ordinances,  of  the  same, 
ce  rj .  ?*&  &  &  it  further  enacted,  That  the  following  rufes,  regulations,  lim- 

*  ikrioni,  and  provisions,  shall  form  and  be  the  fundamental  articles  of  the 
mmimion  of  the  said  corporation  : 
L  Tlie  number  of  votes  to  which  each  stockholder  shall  be  entitled  shall 
.  T  biowdiug  to  the  number  of  shares  he  shall  hold  in  the  proportions  fol- 
^?  Iwriaj.  that  is  to  say :  for  one  share,  and  not  less  than  two  shares,  one 
*  *i  iwe;  tor  every  two  shares,  and  not  exceeding  ten,  one  vole ;  for  every  four 
"  J  dun,  above  ten  and  not  exceeding  thirty,  one  vote  ;  for  every  six  shares, 
^j£  afore  thirty  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote ;  for  every  eight  shares,  above 

%  aztftud  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  one  vote;  but  no  person,  copartner* 

f  Ap,  or  body  politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  u  greater  number  than  thirty  votes. 
"*  iod  after  the  first  election,  no  share  or  shares  shall  confer  a  right  of  &uf- 

-;  fage,  which  shall  not  have  been  holdeu  three  calendar  mouths  next  pre* 
TiomtDiheday  of  election.     Stockholders  actually  residents  within  the  city 

—  «f Amacola  may  vote  in  elections,  atid  such  as  may  he  absent,  by  proxy; 
'  nd  all  other  stockholders  may  vote  by  proxy  or  in  person ;  none  but  stock- 

**  kJders,  being  citiz-ns  of  the  Territory,  shall  be  eligible  as  directors. 

II  Not  less  than  five  directors  shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  transaction 

of  Uuiuess,  of  whom  their  president  shall  always  be  one,  except  in  cases  of 

attains  cr  necessary  absence  ;  in  which  case,  his  place  may  be  supplied  by 

tuy  other  director  whom  he,  by  writing,  under  his  hand,  shall  nominate  for 

~    that  purpose. 

JIL  A  onmber  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  twenty,  who,  together,  shall 
be  proprietors  of  one  hundred  shares  or  upward,  shall  have  power,  at 
anytime,  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  for  purposes  relative 
"  to  the  institution,  giving  at  least  lour  weeks' notice  in  some  public  paper  in 
Pereaeola,  wliere  the  hank  is  kept,  and  specifying  in  such  notice  the  object 
orohjrtts  of  such  meeting. 
IT.  F.very  cashier,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be 

-  squired  to  give  bond,  with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
:-  dinttors,  in  a  sum  not  le>s  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  with  condition  for  the 
r-*   tithfal  performance  of  his  duti«s. 

V.  Lauds,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  which  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 

*id  corporal i' hi  to  hold,  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be  requisite  for  its  immedi- 

tie  accommodation  in  relation  to  the  convenient  transacting  of  its  business; 

*t    Mid  such  as  shall  have  been  bona  fide  mortgaged  to  it  by  way  of  security ; 

or  conveyed  to  it  in  satisfaction  of  debt  previously  contracted  in  the  course 
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of  its  dealings;  or  purchased  at  sales  upon  judgments,  which  s 
been  obtained  for  such  debt. 

VI.  The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said  corporation  sha 
time,  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill,  or  note,  or  other  contract,  shall  n 
the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  over  and  above  the  sun 
tually  deposited  in  the  bank  for  safekeeping,  unless  the  contractu 
greater  debt  shall  have  been  previously  authorized  by  a  law  of  t 
tory.  In  case  of  excess,  the  directors  under  whose  admin  is  tratic 
happen  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in  their  natural  and  private  c 
and  action  of  debt  may,  in  such  cases,  be  brought  against  them, 
them,  their,  or  any  of  their  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators  in 
of  record  of  the  Territory  by  any  creditor  or  creditors  of  said  co 
and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execution,  any  condit 
nant,  or  agreement,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  but  this  sh 
construed  to  exempt  the  said  corporation,  or  the  lands  and  teneme 
and  chattels,  of  the  same  from  being  also  liable  for,  and  charge 
the  said  excess ;  such  of  the  said  directors  who  may  have  been  ah 
the  said  excess  was  contracted  or  created,  or  who  may  have  disse 
the  resolution  or  act  whereby  the  same  was  so  contracted  or  crei 
respectively  exonerate  themselves  from  being  so  liable  by  forth wi 
notice  of  the  same,  and  of  their  absence  or  dissent,  with  or  before 
tary  public,  and  to  the  stockholders  at  a  general  meeting,  which  i 
have  power  to  call  for  that  purpose. 

TIL  The  said  corporations  shall  not  directly,  or  indirectly,  dea 
in  any  thing  except  bills  of  exchange,  gold  or  silver  bullion,  or  ii 
of  goods  really  and  truly  pledged  for  money  lent,  and  not  redeem 
time,  or  of  goods  which  shall  be  the  produce  of  its  lands.  Nei 
the  said  corporation  take  more  than  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centuj 
num,  for  or  upon  its  loans  or  discounts. 

VIII.  The  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  assignable  and  tn 
according  to  such  rules  as  shall  be  instituted  in  that  behalf  by  the 
ordinances  of  the  same. 

IX.  The  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit  under  the  seal  of  said  co 
which  shall  be  made  to  any  person  or  persons,  shall  be  assignat 
dorsement  thereupon,  under  the  hand  or  hands  of  such  person  o 
and  of  his,  her,  or  their  assigns  or  assignees,  and  so  as  absolutely  t 
or  vest  the  property  thereof  in  each  and  every  assignee  or  assig 
cessively,  and  to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees  to  bring  and 
an  action  thereupon  in  his,  her,  or  their  own  name  or  names, 
or  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  the  said  corporation,  i 
the  president,  and  countersigned  by  the  cashier  thereof,  promisinj 
ment  of  money  to  any  person,  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  order, 
bearer,  though  not  under  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  bir 
obligatory  upon  the  same  in  like  manner,  and  with  the  like  force  a 
as  upon  any  private  person,  or  persons,  as  if  issued  by  him  or  the 
her,  or  their  natural  or  private  capacity,  or  capacities,  and  shall 
tiable  and  assignable  in  like  manner  as  if  they  were  so  issued  by 
vate  person  or  persons— that  is  to  say :  those  which  shall  be  p 
any  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  order,  shall  be  assignab 
dorsem>nts  in  like  manner  and  with  like  effect, as  foreign  bills  oft 
now  are,  and  those  which  are  payable  to  bearer,  shall  be  negotiate 
signable  by  delivery  only. 
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I  Halfyearly  dividends  shall  be  made  of  so  much  of  the  profits  of  the 
id  bank  as  shall  npppear  to  the  president  advisable;  and  once  in  every 
m  yw,  the  directors  shall  by  before  the  stockholders,  at  a  general 
Mtiag,  for  their  information,  an  exact  and  particular  statement  of  all  the 
fo relative  to  the  bank,  and  divide  the  surplus  profits. 
8ic7.  Bt  it  further  enacted,  That  no  notes  shall  be  negotiable  at  the 
ok, inks  it  be  so  expressed  on  the  same. 

Spt&fie  it  further  enacted,  That  after  the  first  election  of  directors, 
hfeyAdkaunually  elected  at  the  banking  house,  on  the  first  Monday  ill 
ataxia  each  year,  by  the  qualified  stockholders  of  the  capital  of  said 
wtkfWi  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  then  and  there  actually  given,  accord* 
iy  to  the  scale  of  voting ;  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  re- 
■Jul of  the  president,  the  directors  shall  proceed  to  elect  another  out 
rfie directors,  for  the  time  being;  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation, 
moral  of  a  director,  his  place  may  be  supplied  by  a  majority  of  the 
Mi  of  directors. 

fcc.9.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  director  shall  be  entitled  to  any 
t  of  salary,  except  the  president  of  the  said  board,  who  may,  iu 
fccretkm  of  the  said  directors,  be  allowed  a  reasonable  compensation 
""  extraordinary  services,  or  in  the  other  business  thereof. 

10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president 
of  said  bank,  when  required  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 

y  of  Florida,  to  render  to  them  a  statement  of  the  amount  of 
actually  paid  in  upon  stock  subscribed,  amount  of  bills  issued,  and 
due  on  loans,  or  on  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange. 

11.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  immediately  on  dissolution  of  said 
,  effectual  measures  shall  be  taken  by  the  existing  directors  for 

all  the  concerns  of  the  company,  and  divide  the  capital  and  profits 

nay  remain  among  the  stockholders,  in  proportion  to  their  respective 

ft;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors  aforesaid,  to  use  the  cor- 

ttnw,  style,  and  capacity  of  the  compnny,  for  the  purpose  of  suitsj 

^nidation  of,  and  settlement  of  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  cor* 

>iind  upon  the  sale  or  disposition  of  their  estate,  real,  personal,  and 

tat  not  for  any  other  purpose,  nor  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever. 

fcli  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  directors  of  said  bank,  shall, 

!^ng  the  term  of  ten  years,  reserve  for  the  Territory  or  State  in 


I  uSS!.  l,ave  the  aforesaid  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  of  the  cap* 
•}  rJft*any  part  thereof,  subscribed  for ;  then  the  Governor  of  the  State 
ij  ^JJ^'hall  have  power  to  appoint  a  number  of  directors,  proportion* 
^Jymimberof  shares  held  by  the  Territory  or  State,  in  said  bank; 
jSJrjjWholders  shall,  at  the  next  annual  election,  proceed  to  the  elec- 
i  ^■[■Jittidue  of  the  directors,  as  authorized  by  this  act. 
|J?T  **  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  and  directors  shall 
Pyytime,  be  authorized  to  issue  a  greater  amount  than  three  timet 
WJyttaoant  of  capital  paid  in. 

iyT  "■  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  or  persons  who  may 
gfc*fiffer  stock  by  them  subscribed  when  the  instalments  become  due-, 
M  S^  and  directors  may  pass  an  order  forfeiting  alf  payment  or 
J  P'JJJ^tiat  may  have  been  made  on  such  stock,  and  cause  the  same  td 
*  ^it  public  auction,  or  otherwise,  and  shall  be  authorized  to  tranffef 

«  9 
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such  stock  to  the  purchaser ;  the  proceeds  of  the  stock  forfeited,  after 
such  expenses  as  may  accrue,  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  thecorpt 
and  if  it  should  happen,  at  any  time,  that  the  election  of  directors 
not  take  place  on  the  day  provided  for  electing  them,  the  president 
rectors  for  the  time  being  shall  appoint  a  day  for  that  purpose  wii 
days  thereafter. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  personal  property 
and  every  of  the  stockholders  shall  be  pledged  and  bound  in  props 
the  amount  of  shares  held  by  each,  in  his,  or  her  natural,  private, 
dividual  capacity,  for  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  bills  or  note 
by,  or  from,  said  bank,  during  the  time  he  or  she  may  hold  such  st 

Approved  January  19,  1831. 


AN  ACT  to  alter  and  amend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacofau 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Counei 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  number  of  votes  to  which  each  stoc 
in  said  bank  shall  be  entitled,  shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  oi 
which  he  shall  hold ;  that  is  to  say,  one  vote  for  each  and  every  aha 
after  the  first  election  no  share  or  shares  shall  confer  a  right  of  i 
which  shall  not  have  been  holden  three  calendar  months  next,  prti 
the  day  of  election.  Stockholders  actually  resident  within  the  city 
aacola  may  vote  iu  elections,  and  such  as  may  be  absent  by  proxy— a 
Stockholders  may  vote  by  proxy  or  iu  person.  None  but  stockholcta 
citizens  of  the  Territory  shall  be  eligible  as  directors. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  furthrr  enacted,  That  the  commissioners  of  said  b 
hereby  Authorized  to  keep  open  the  books  for  receiving  subscrip 
Pensacola,  and  such  other  place  or  places,  and  tinder  the  superinU 
Of  such  persons  as  they  may  think  proper,  until  the  first  Monday  in  J 
next ;  and  in  the  meantime,  when  they  shall  have  received  ten  p 
upon  seventy  thousand  dollars,  they  shall  give  notice  to  the  stoca 
£or  the  ejection  of  directors,  as  is  provided  in  the  second  section  of 
(o  which  this  is  an  amendment,  any  thing  in  the  same  to  the  c 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  number  of  stockholders.* 
two  hundred  shares  or  upward,  shall  have  power  at  any  time  I 

Smernl  meeting  of  the  stockholders  for  any  purpose  or  purposes  pJk 
e  institution — giving  at  least  four  weeks'  notice  in  some  poW 
printed  in  Pensacola,  and  specifying  in  such  notice  the  object  or  ^j 
such  meeting.  ;* 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  directors  of  said  bank. 
shall  have  gone  iuto  operation,  shall  have  power  to  call  for  sucbdft 
tnents  of  the  capital  stock  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  not  cunofl 
per  cent  at  any  one  time ;  giving  at  least  sixty  days'  notice  by  adveMl 
as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  number  of  directos  of  apl 
•hall  be  seven  instead  of  thirteen. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  provision  of  the  aelllj 
this  is  an  amendment,  repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent  with.  Ibis  act 4 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed 

Approved  January  23, 1832. 


L<«] 


8k.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  fA* 

Tbriwy  of  Florida,  That  the  time  for  subscribing  for  the  capital  stock  of 
ft*  Bnk  of  Pensacola  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  extended  until  the  first 
far  at  binary,  which  will  be  in  the  year  1834. 
8k.  I  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of 
h,  passed  January  31,  1831,  and  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend 
w  of  the  Bankof  Pt-nsacola,  passed  January  23,  1832,  be,  and  the 
■am  hereby,  revived  and  continued  in  full  force. 
AfM»d  January  29,  1633. 


II  JOT  rappiemenud  10  the  nrhI  acts  incorporating;  the  Bank  of 

Stn.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
'"Titoyo/  Florida,  That  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  be, 
Act  ate  hereby,  authorized  iu  general  meeting  to  make  a  by-law,  pro- 
(.when  ;iny  exigency  may  arise,  so  that  fire  directors  cannot  be  present 
anting  of  the  Ixutrd,  the  business  of  the  bank  shall  be  transacted  bf 
»  lumber  of  directors  as  the  stockholders  shall  deem  prudent  and 

ifjnmsl  February  11,  1834. 


ACTmidgnlic  the  capital  of  Ihe  Bank  or  Pensncola,  and  to  amead  (he  law*  ittcorpm- 
ticg  said  bank,  and  other  purposes. 

c  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  Urn 

rnwys/  Florida,  That  the  cnpital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensncola  it 
*»f  allowed  to  be  increased  to  the  sum  of  two  millions  five  hundred 
■«1  dollars,  to  be  held  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  in  the 
i  ifcuoer  as  prescribed  in  the  acts  incorporating  said  bank ;  and  to 
"•■id  increased  stock  to  be  subscribed  for,  the  directors  of  said  bank 
"fronted  to  open  books  of  subscription  for  additional  shares  at  the 
™Hbcuse  of  said  bank  in  Pensncola,  under  the  superintendence  of 
'°*W"lsiiid  bnnk  ct  such  time  as  said  directors  may  appoint;  and 
■""dal  stockholders  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  benefit*, 
'1*tlo  all  the  liabilities  and  obligatio  is  of  the  original  subscribers, 
■•::,■■  Iders  ol  said  bank,  under  the  original  charter,  and  the 
_*Wi  (hereto. 

'B-t-BeU  further  enacted,  That  said  board  of  directors  shall  have 
'  f*"  u  estaD''sn  one  or  more  branches  at  such  places  in  West  Florida. 
""I  may  deem  expedient,  and  with  such  sub-directors  and  other  officer* 
V'joritjr  ot  the  said  directors  may  appoint ;  under  such  rules  and  rag- 
""^and  investing  said  officers  with  such  powers  as  said  majority  may 
®*i  tot  inconsistent  thereto,  or  to  such  other  laws  as  are,  or  may  be, 
j^'^'ing  said  bank ;  and  also  to  issue  notes  and  other  liabilities, 
y*««cb  branches  as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 
■  ■«:  1  Be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  shall  be 
""md  to  purchase  any  shares  ol  the  stock  of  the  Alabama,  Florid*, 
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and  Georgia  Railroad  Company,  which  are  or  may  he  subsc 
to  subscribe  for  other  shares  therein,  according  to  the  stipi 
charter  of  said  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Com 
amount  as  the  directors  of  said  bank  may  deem  expedient ;  ai 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  stockholders,  and  by  its  du 
agent  or  agents  to  vote  and  act  as  such  to  all  intents  and  purpos 
the  same  as  an  individual  stockholder  could  or  might  do  ;  am 
where,  by  the  charter  of  said  company,  it  is  requisite  that  ofi 
stockholders,  the  directors  of  said  bank  shall  be  eligible  to 
company  in  right  and  by  virtue  of  the  stock  held  and  owned 
therein  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  enable  the  bank  t 
subscribe  for  such  stock,  the  said  bank  is  hereby  authorize* 
issue  its  bonds,  payable  to  the  Territory  of  Florida,  for  a  sum 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  which  said  bonds  shall  be  1 
one  thousand  dollars  each,  and  shall  bear  an  interest  from  th< 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually, 
#r  places  within  the  United  Stares  or  this  Territory  as  mi 
Ifcost  expedient ;  and  said  bonds  to  be  payable  after  the  first  de 
1860,  and  when  it  shall  be  satisfactorily  made  to  appear  to  th 
$18  Territory  that  said  bank  has  so  purchased  or  subscribed  I 
4ft  aforesaid,  and  on  presentation  of  such  bonds  to  the  Governc 
ritory,  he  shall  endorse  upon  so  many  thereof  as  may  be  eqiii 

Said  for  the  stock  so  purchased  or  subscribed  as  aforesaid,  the 
orsement,  viz : 

Territory  of  Florida  : 

In  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  the  within  bond 
signed  and  made  payable  to  the  bearer  thereof,  and  the  pay 
and  the  interest  thereon  as  within  stipulated,  is  hereby  guar 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  faith  of  the  Territory  is  pledg 
demption  thereof. 

Giveu  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  said  Territoi 

[l-  a.]    ecutive  Office,  this  day  of 

.  .     of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
By  the  Governor. 

Secretary.  Governor 

And  which  bonds  shall  be  attested  by  the  Secretary,  and  U 
thereto  without  fee,  and  the  Governor  shall  thereupon  delivc 
the  said  bank,  in  order  that  by  the  sale  thereof,  said  bank  mi 
to  pay  for  such  purchase  or  subscription  as  aforesaid,  and  tl 
said  bonds  to  the  purchaser  by  said  bank  shall  entitle  such  pur 
the  same,  and  demand  and  receive  the  principal  and  interest 
doe,  as  the  assignee  of  the  Territory  as  aforesaid :  Providedt 
to  sale  of  any  of  said  bonds  shall  be  valid,  if  made  for  lessthi 
of  principal  and  interest  specified  therein,  nor  shall  any  piltt 
be  made  for  more  than  its  intrinsic  par  value. 

Seo.,5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  t 
and  intention  of  this  law,  That  the  moneys  so  raised  by  said  I 
said,  except  as  hereinafter  in  the  eighth  section  thereof  Spec 
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fcrtiiwith  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  building  and  making  of  said  Ala- 
in*, Florida,  aud  Georgia  railroad,  commencing  and  finishing  such  por- 
ta thereof  as  is  to  be  made  within  this  Territory,  in  the  first  place,  and 
entinaiog  the  same  therefrom  into  the  State  of  Alabama,  as  provided  in 
pidiiiterofsaid  company;  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  duty  of 
tank,  and  its  officers  and  agents  to  carry  this  object  and  intention  into 
ibyibeir  votes  and  acts  as  far  as  possible,  both  as  officers  and  stock- 
bolfaitfsaid  bank,  and  also  of  said  railroad  company. 

8k.I  2fc  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  said  Alabama,  Florida, 

■HflGngia  Railroad  Company  shall  call  in  any  instalments  of  the  stock 

of  wH company,  in  order  to  enable  said  bank  to  pay  such  instalments  on 

Altai  so  purchased  or  subscribed  for  as  aforesaid,  the  said  bank  is  fur- 

fkrwthorized  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary,  to  issue  an  addi- 

timl  number  of  its  bonds,  as  specified  in  the  fourth  section  hereof  $.  and 

Midi  bonds  on  presentation  to  the  Governor  of  this  Territory,  he  is  here 

to  endorse  in  like  manner  as  is  specified  in  said  fourth  section, 

bonds  shall  also  be  attested  by  the  secretary,  and  the  seal  affixed 

without  fee  and  the  same  be  delivered  to  said  bank  for  .sale,  and  the 

/thereof  to  the  purchaser  shall  give  the  same  rights  as  specified  in 

forth  section,  with  regard  to  the  bonds  therein  mentioned  ;  and  no  sale 

•ch  bonds  for  less  than  the  amount  of  principal  and  interest  therein 

nkd  shall  be  valid :  Provided,  however,  that  it  shall  be  made  to  appear 

titifctorily  to  the  Governor,  before  making  such  endorsement,  that  one 

■iotl  said  railroad  for  every  ten  bonds,  so  presented  to  him  for  endorse- 

■■I,  his  been  constructed  and  finished  by  the  company;  and  thereafter 

tthaod  every  mile  of  said  road,  upon  which  any  bonds  as  aforesaid  shall 

kimed,  shall  be  and  inure  to  the  Territory  of  Florida,  with  all  its  rights 

■•dprifileges,  for  the  redemption  by  said  company  of  the  bonds  so  issued ; 

iXptatilthey  be  redeemed,  said  lien  shall  continue  to  the  Territory. 

^Jtt.7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  to  secure  and  indemnify  the  Terri- 

ffcf  the  aforesaid  guarantee  of  said  bonds,  the  said  bank,  at  the  time  of 

wtaement  of  the  bonds  first  given  by  said  bank,  shall  execute  and 

to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  for  the  Territory  of  Florida,  an 

lion  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank  and  of  all  its  property,  real 

l*ional,  and  assets  which  it  may  then  and  thereafter  hold  or  havet, 

•Wfe  stock  it  may  then  or  thereafter  hold,  in  the  said  Alabama,  Flori- 

•i^Georcria  Railroad  Company  in  such  form  and  .manner  as  the  Gov- 

?*■? direct;  which  hypothecation  is  hereby  declared  to  be  and  cou- 

h  JJ'tMPO11  the  said  capital  stock,  property,  and  assets ;  and  said  stock 

i  i&J?**'  railroad,  and  also  such  portion  of  said  railroad  as  is  within  this 

I  jfif^"1  preference  to  all  other  claims  and  liens,  until  said  bonds  are 

j^TjwUna  extinguished. 

*t&  Be?  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  bank  shall  be  permitted  to 

*l  ippropnate  one  third  of  the  amounts  so  raised  by  the  said  bonds 

■■prposes  of  banking :  Provided,  however,  that  no  dividends  of  prof- 

'  be  made  among  the  stockholders,  until  all  such  bonds  are  extin- 

ttd  paid,  or  a  fund  sufficient  therefor  created ;  but  the  said  profits 

the  profits  of  the  stock  owned  by  the  said  bank,  in  said  Alabama, 

^ind  Georgia  Railroad  Company,  shall  be  exclusively  appropriated 

^ftrment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  said  bonds,  as  aforesaid,  or 

,ca*toD  of  such  fund ;  and  the  stockholders  of  said  bank,  and  of  said 
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iftilroad,  shall  be  individually  and  personally  liable  for  the  redem 
Mid  bonds. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president  and  cashier 
bank  shall  make  semi-annual  returns,  under  oath,  to  the  Governo 
condition  and  state ;  and  the  Governor  shall  have  power,  whenever 
deem  it  necessary,  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  examine  fully  into  \ 
agement,  and  make  report  thereof  to  him  for  the  information  of  the 
lore. 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sa 
•f  Pensacola,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hunc 
thirty  six,  to  establish  in  the  town  of  Marianna  a  branch  of  said  ba 
a  capital  of  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  di recto j 
said  Bank  of  Pensacola  shall  have  authority  to  elect  the  president, 
and  directors  of  said  branch,  and  to  fix  the  salaries  thereof,  and  to 
laws  necessary  for  the  government  of  said  branch. 

Sec.  11.  Bt  it  further  evaded,  That  the  acts  incorporating  the 
Pensacola  and  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  as  long  as  the  charte 
Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company,  and  until  sai 
are  all  paid  and  extinguished,  or  a  sufficient  fund  created  therefor, 
ahall  be  levied  or  assessed  on  the  stock  of  said  road  within  this  T< 
tot  after  the  same  are  so  paid,  or  a  fund  created  as  aforesaid,  a  tax 
that  paid  by  other  banks  of  this  Territory  may  be  assessed. 

Approved  14th  February,  1835. 


AN  ACT  supplemental  to  the  several  acts  incorporating  the  Bank  of  Pens** 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Coune 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  directors  of  the  bank  created  br 
to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  shall  be  stockholders,  citizens  of  tn 
8tate8  and  residents  of  the  Territory,  and  shall  have  resided  thereii 
thirty  days  before  their  election. 

Skc.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  eighth  section  of  the  act 
*  An  act  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  Bank  ot  Pensacola,  and  to  a( 
laws  incorporating  said  bank,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
teenth  day  of  February,  iu  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  i 
ty-five,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  and  the  amounts  h< 
raised,  or  that  hereafter  may  be  raised,  upon  the  bonds  of  the  bank 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  instalments  on  the  stock  owntf 
said  bank  in  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Compti 
the  profits  and  dividends  the  said  bank  may  receive  on  its  stock  ill 
railroad  company,  shall  not  be  divided  among  the  stockholders  of  sa 
bat  the  said  profits  and  dividends  shall  be  exclusively  appropriated 
the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  bonds  authorized  in 
act  to  be  issued  :  Provided,  however,  that  whenever  there  is  a  fund 
sufficient  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest  of  said  bonds,  the  excel 
dividends  on  the  stock  owned  by  said  bank,  in  said  railroad  compa 
"be  added  to  the  profits  of  the  bank,  and  divided  in  the  manner  0 
scribed. 

Sec.  3.  Be  itjurther  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  eleventh  m 
the  act  recited  in  the  foregoing  section,  as  provides  that  no  tax  shall  b 
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ffflKsed  on  the  stock  of  said  bank,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed ; 

ad  that  hereafter  the  said  bank  shall  pay  annually  into  the  treasury  of  the 

Territory  or  State  of  Florida,  the  sum  ot  two  per  centum  on  the  net  profits 

;lm(  which  shall  be  in  full  of  all  Territorial,  State,  or  city  taxes  what- 
b  ^»— ^^ 

ifpromi  February  10,  1838.  A  *>*&< 

—         v. . 

IK  ACT  to  incorporate  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company. 

flft  L  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  the  Legislative  Council  of 
tf  TMory  of  Florida,  That  from  the  time  this  act  shall  take  effect, 
jbtof  Anderson,  Daniel  S.  Gr  is  would,  John  B.  La  Forge,  John  M.  lian- 
.Jwph  M.  Hernandez,  John  Drysdale,  Wm.  H.  Simmons,  Edwin  T. 
ii,J.  D.  Hart,  James  Dell,  Joseph  B.  Lancaster,  John  W.  Richard, 
L  Cfinch,  John  H.  Mcintosh,  Joseph  M.  White,  Richard  K.  Call,  Ben. 
§m,  Abraham  Bellamy,  Vf.  G.  Porter,  E.  J.  Harden,  J.  C.  McClay, 
R Chase,  Walter  Gregory,  H.  Hyer,  P.  C.  Green,  F.  A.  Brown,  6, 
m,and  R.  Fitzpatrick,  their  associates,  and  successors,  be,  and  they 
i bflby,  constituted  and  made  a  body  politic  and  corporate  under  the 
■rflhe  w  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,"  to  be  located 
*fceityof  St.  Augustine  ;  and  by  that  name  may  sue,  and  be  sued,  plead, 
•k  impleaded,  answer,  and  be  answered  unto,  in  all  courts  having  corn- 
fjj  jurisdiction  ;  and  may  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the  same. 
"JMter,and  renew,  at  pleasure ;  and  are  vested  wilh  all  the  powers  and 
Pw*  necessary  to  the  objects  of  their  incorporation  as  hereinafter  de- 

fcj*£  The  said  company  shall  have  power,  1st,  to  make  insurance  on 
2(5?  f°  grant  and  purchase  annuities  ,•  3d,  to  mnke  any  other  contingent 


involving  the  interest  of  money  and  the  duration  of  life;  4th,  to 
l_  jjD'teysjn  trust  and  to  accumulate  the  same  at  such  rates  of  interest 
*aa Stained,  or  agreed  on,  not  exceeding  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent 
^J?^y>  or  to  allow  such  interest  thereon  as  may  be  agreed  on ;  5th,  to 
t&ftk!  e*€cute  a"  sach  trusts  of  every  description  as  may  be  committed 
Nfc-  ariv  P61"8011  or  Persons  whatsoever,  or  may  be  transferred  to  thein 
l(S*^  *ny  °f  the  courts  of  this  Territory,  or  by  any  court  as  a  court 
3?^  >  6th,  to  receive  and  hold  lands  under  grants,  with  such  general 
|?~l r\i8ts, or  covenants,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  taken  in  payment 
l^pois  or  in  security  of  their  capital  or  loans,  or  debts  due  them,  or 
I??  **pon  sales  under  any  law  of  this  Territory  as  may  be  necessary 
^?3**e  rights  of  the  said  company,  and  the  same  again  to  sell,  con- 

fttW  ip  *D0Se  °* '  'l'1'  to  ^"y*  discount,  and  sell,  drafts,  promissory  notes, 
lJ?"?*  exchange  ;  8th,  to  establish  and  locate  branches  for  carrying  on 

a  ill*  n"  casf!S  w^ere  any  court  has  jurisdiction  for  the  appointment 
*£j^**n  of  any  infant,  the  annual  income  of  whose  estate  shall  exceed 
J?***  one  hundred  dollars,  such  court  shall  have  power  to  appoint  the 
'"^Pfcny  as  a  guardian  of  the  estate  of  such  infants. 
Jyf  On  any  sum.  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  which  shall  be 
**4  or  received  by  the  said  company  in  its  capacity  of  guardian  or 
****)  in  interest  shall  be  allowed  by  the  said  company  of  not  less  than 
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at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  annually,  which  interest  shall  c 
the  money**,  so  received,  shall  be  duly  expended  or  distribute 

Sec.  5.  Where  the  annual  income  of  an  infant,  of  whose 
company  shall  be  guardian,  shall  exceed  the  sum  allowed, 
be  sufficient  for  the  education  and  support  of  such  infant, 
incofce  shall  be  at  the  sole  risk  of  said  corporation,  and  for  all 
moneys,  the  capital  stock,  property,  and  effects,  of  the  said  coi 
be  absolutely  liable. 

Sec.  6.  The  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  1 
dollars,  which  shall  be  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dol 
/nay  be  increased  by  the  said  company,  from  time  to  time,  in 
four  millions  of  dollars;  and  if,  at  any  time,  when  the  books  si 
a  larger  amount  of  stock  be  subscribed  than  is  proposed  f< 
and  larger  subscribers  shall  be  curtailed ;  so  that  all  who 
Stock  may  be  enabled  to  procure  it.  The  whole  of  said  ti 
capital  shall  be  loaned  and  invested  in  bonds  or  notes  drawir 
exceeding  eight  per  cent,  per  annum,  secured  by  unencum 
personal  estates,  lying  and  being  in  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
Value,  in  each  case,  of  the  sum  so  secured,  which  real  and  ; 
shall  be  conveyed  to  the  President  of  said  company,  his  succi 
pud  assigns,  with  an  express  trust  power,  on  default  of  the  p 

Brincipaland  interest,  according  to  the  tenor  of  such  bonds  o 
le  said  real  or  personal  estate,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  t 
J)ay  the  sum  in  arrear  and  the  incidental  expenses,  and  to  pay 
the  proceeds  of  such  sale  (if  any),  on  demand,  to  whom  t 
belong  ;  but  before  any  liability,  as  is  hereinafter  provided,  she 
by  this  Territory,  the  valuation  to  be  made  shall  be  approve* 
proval  shall  be  endorsed,  by  one  or  more  commissioners  to  b 
the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council,  or  by  the  Governor 
and  the  Governor,  from  time  to  time,  shall  have  power  to  appoii 
said  commissioner  or  commissioners  ;  and  for  every  approval  i 
each  one  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  five  dollars,  to  be  paid  by  tl 
plicant ;  and  every  one  who  shall  be  so  appointed,  before  acting, 
subscribe  an  oath,  before  a  judge  of  the  superior  court,  that  he 
judge  and  report  on  the  value  of  said  mortgaged  property  sub 
said  valued  and  mortgaged  property,  when  received  by  the  cor 
corded  in  the  county  of  St.  John's,  and  the  registry  thereof  sh 
ificient,  in  law,  to  bind  the  property,  and  thereafter  the  same  t 
signable  ;  but  shall  remain  as  a  security  for  the  ultimate  pa 
demption  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  liabilities  of  this 
said  company — and  the  president  and  his  successors  in  office 
default,  are  hereby  enabled  and  authorized  to  take,  hold,  an< 
real  or  personal  estate  in  pursuance  of  said  trust,  and  to  si 
public  auction ;  but,  in  all  cases  shall  give  twelve  weeks'  p 
such  sale,  by  advertising  the  same  in  one  or  more  newspapei 
the  seat  of  government,  and  also  in  a  newspaper  nearest  the 
sold  at  the  time  and  place  of  such  sale  or  sales — said  adve 
published  at  least  once  in  each  week  :  Provided,  that  no  incr 
shall  at  any  time  be  ordained  by  the  said  company,  witho 
consent  of  the  holders  of  a  majority  in  amount  of  the  stocl 
or  representatives. 

Sec.  7.  All  the  corporate  powers  of  said  company  shall  b 
a  board  of  trustees,  and  such  officers,  agencies,  and  branche 
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otaHishand  locate.  The  board  of  trustees  shall  consist  often  persons,  all 
rffhoa  shall  be  s'ockholders  to  the  number  of  thirty  shares  ;  and  three 
Sectors  to  be  appointed  annually  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Ooun- 
^  i&er  the  guarantee  shall  have  been  required,  who  may  or  may  not  be 
~  loMers.  They  shall  annually  elect  a  President  from  their  own  body, 
tell  have  power  to  declare  by  a  bylaw  what  number  of  trustees,  less 
i  majority  of  the  whole,  shall  be  a  quorum  for  transacting  business, 
the  expense  of  drawing  securities,  and  other  papers,  and  examining 
%  it,  shall  be  paid  by  the  applicants  for  loans. 

8k.  &  The  trustees  shall  severally  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
Jnt  the  court  of  appeals  shall  have  power  to  remove  a  trustee,  on 
notice  to  be  heard,  as  they  shall  deem  reasonable  on  the  application 
bpnon  interested,  for  a  misdemeanor  in  office.  The  said  board  of 
shall  be  divided  into  five  classes,  consisting  of  two  members  each, 
J  id  arranged  that  the  term  of  service  of  one  of  each  of  said  classes  shall 
Teat  the  end  of  every  two  succeeding  years — to  be  divided  by  lot,  so 
two  trustees  shall  be  appointed  every  two  years. — Every  vacancy 
Mciwinthe  board  of  trustees,  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise— other 
ibyne  expiration  of  classes — shall  be  supplied  by  the  choice  of  the  re- 
trustees  ;  and,  in  all  cases,  the  votes  of  two  thirds  of  all  the  trustees, 
time  king,  shall  he  requisite  to  a  choice.  No  person  shall  be  eligi- 
shall  not  have  been  openly  nominated  at  a  meeting  of  the  trustees, 
one  month  before  the  day  on  which  the  election  is  held,  and  the 
itferery  person,  so  nominated,  shall  be  published  for  three  successive 
previous  to  the  day  of  election  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
'id the  Territory  of  Florida:  Provided,  that  when  vacancies  shall 
i  by  expiration  of  classes,  the  same  shall  be  supplied  by  elections  to 
IVy  the  stockholders  of  said  corporation  ;  and  elections  held  for  the 
rf  supplying  such  vacancies  shall  be  held  as  near  as  may  be,  in 
•ccof,  and  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  10th  section  of  this  act, 
ftituotice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such  elections  shall  be 
■fcythe  trustees  of  said  corporation  instead  of  being  given  by  the  com- 
"  wi,  as  is  in  said  section  provided. 
.9-  That  Lot  Clark,  Robert  Raymond  Reid,  and  Thomas  Douglas, 
rffj^md  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall  be, 
;  lfi?5e  mont^s  a*ler  this  act  shall  be  in  force,  at  the  time  and  place  in 
1  Jr  **ory  fixed  by  said  commissioners  for  that  purpose,  to  open  books 
MdX?£  subscriptions  to  the  capital  stock ;  the  books  shall  be  opened 
J^JjOTof  ten  in  the  morning  on  the  day  fixed  by  the  commissioners, 
tjrr  k  kept  open  from  time  to  time,  by  adjournment,  uutil  the  whole 
2J*  J*ll  be  subscribed,  not  exceeding  thirty  days ;  public  notice  shall  be 
C^* at  'easl  sixty  days,  in  three  or  more  newspapers  published  in  the 
fe?"11^  of  the  time  and  place  of  opening  the  books  for  receiving  subscrip- 
itf  V16  CaP'ta*  stock  °f  Sftid  corporation.  Provided,  that  if  tho  said 
T*  **ll  not  be  subscribed  within  thirty  days,  the  said  commissioners 
Ir*Te  power  to  re  open  the  books  at  any  time  or  times  thereafter,  within 
^fafe,  under  such  regulations  as  are  hereafter  specified. 
JjF-  W.  So  soon  as  said  stock  shall  be  taken,  the  said  commissioners 
rjfytfy  the  subscribers  to  said  stock,  by  publication  in  one  or  more 
T^Pers  published  in  the  said  Territory,  for  thirty  days,  to  meet  at  such 
•■nd  place,  as  in  such  notice  they  may  direct,  to  elect  ten  persons  from 
■"ng  the  said  subscribers  to  constitute  the  first  board  of  trustees  under 
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this  charter ;  and  when  the  said  subscribers,  or  so  many  thereof  as  may 
have  assembled  at  the  time  and  place  fixed  for  the  opening  the  polls  of  the  < 
said  election,  they  shall  appoint  four  disinterested  and  respectable  freehold-  • 
•re  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  judges  of  the  said  election,  who  shall  pro-  ■ 
ceed  to  discharge  the  duties  hereby  required  of  them,  that  is  to  say,  they  : 
shall  receive  the  votes  of  the  said  subscribers  either  by  person  or  proxy,  : 
duly  authenticated,  in  writing,  allowing  to  each  subsciber  one  vote  for  each  • 
share  by  him  held,  and  they  shall  carefully  note  each  vote  in  duplicate  ': 
books  prepared  for  that  purpose,  and  after  having  taken  all  the  votes  which  -j 
may  be  offered  within  the  time  fixed  by  said  notice,  the  said  judges  shall  r 
count  said  votes  and  certify  the  number  of  votes  given  to  each  person,  and  •' 
thereupon  they  shall  forthwith  hand  over  the  said  poll  books,  to  the  said  .: 
commissioners,  the  one  for  the  company  and  the  other  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury ;  and  the  ten  persons  having  the  higbetf  £ 
number  of  voles  shall  be  the  said  trustees,  and  thereupon  their  powers  and  » 
authority  as  said  trustees  shall  commence. 

Sec.  1 1.  That  so  soon  as  the  said  trustees  are  elected,  they  shall  organ- 
ize and  notify  the  Governor  of  this  Territory,  that  they  are  ready  to  con- 
raence  business,  and  thereupon  the  said  Governor  shall  appoint  some  suit*.  <_ 
ble  person  to  examine  and  ascertain  the  amount  of  moneys  paid  in  upon  the  = 
first  instalment  of  said  capital  stock,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  at  the  expeoM 
of  the  said  company,  to  make  such  examination  and  ascertain  by  the  oath  ~ 
of  the  president,  that  the  said  capital  has  been  bona  fide  paid  in  by  the  __ 
Add  stockholders  of  the  said  company,  in  payment  of  the  first  instalment  -_- 
under  the  regulations  of  the  said  charter,  and  for  no  other  purpose  what- 
ever, and  that  it  is  intended  to  be  and  received  as  part  of  said  capital  stock, 
and  forthwith  make  due  return  thereof  to  the  Governor,  who  on  the  return 
being  made  tohim  as  aforesaid,  and  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollais 
of  the  capital  stock  of  said  company,  has  been  paid  in,  in  specie  or  its  equiv- 
alent, shall  cause  proclamation  to  be  made  of  the  same,  under  the  great  seel 
of  the  Territory,  which  shall  be  published  at  the  expense  of  said  company 
in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in  said  Territory,  and  on  the  fint 
publication  of  said  proclamation,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  company  to 
commence  business,  and  not  before. 

Sec.  12.  Each  subscriber  shall,  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  pay  to  the 
commissioners  receiving  the  same,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  on  each  share  by 
him  subscribed,  and  after  the  shares  shall  have  been  subscribed,  eacli  stock- 
holder shall  pay  an  instalment  often  dollars  on  each  share  so  held  by  him, 
at  the  expiration  of  six  months  thereafter,  at  such  place  or  places  as  the 
trustees  shall  appoint,  of  which  time  and   place  or   places  at  least  six 
weeks'  public  notice   shall  be  given,  and   within   three  years  after  the 
said  stock  shall  have  been  subscribed,  the  whole  amount  remaining  due, 
shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments  as  the  trustees  may  direct,  of  which  the 
same  notice  shall  be  given. — The  shares  of  every  stockholder,  omitting  to 
make  such  payment,  shall  be  forfeited,  together  with  all  previous  payments* 
made  thereon,  and  the  hooks  shall  be  again  opened  as  directed  in  the  9tfw 
section,  for  subscription,  and  so  from  time  to  time,  until  all  shares  are  sub— 
6cribed  and  paid  for. 

Sec.  13.  Every  trustee  of  said  corporation  shall  be  a  stockholder  to  th^ 
amount  of  thirty  shares  at  least,  and  the  seat  of  every  trustee  ceasing  to  b^ 
a  stockholder  to  that  amount,  shall  be  immediately  considered  and  held 
vacant 
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be  14.  The  certificates  of  stock  and  of  moneys  received  in  trust,  issued 
tk  aid  corporation,  shall  be  assignable  on  the  books  of  the  corporation, 
be  kept  at  such  place  or  places,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  the  board 
tatees  shall  establish. 

he.  15.  The  trustees  shall  have  a  discretionary  power  of  investing 
(RDMims  and  profits  received  by  the  company,  and  the  moneys  receiv- 
Ihen  in  trust,  in  public  stocks  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  individu- 
or  in  the  stocks  of  any  incorporated  city,  or  in  such  real  or  personal 
i,a9  they  may  deem  proper,  or  loan  the  same  to  any  county,  city, 
•  j|KMfMtod  town,  or  company. 

\  i'te  16.  The  board  of  trustees  shall  exhibit,  annually,  to  the  court  of 
of  this  Territory,  on  such  day  as  the  said  court  shall  appoint,  a  full 
of  their  affairs,  in  such  form,  and  verified  in  such  manner  as  the 
mrt  shall  direct  The  said  court  of  appeals,  should  they  deem  it 
may  refer  such  statement  to  a  commissioner,  or  master,  to  be 
^  by  said  court,  with  directions  to  make  a  full  and  thorough  inves- 
ioto  the  affairs  and  management  of  the  company,  and  to  report  his 
i)  relation  to  the  ability  and  integrity,  with  which  its  affairs  are 
1— the  prudence  and  safety  of  its  investments — the  security  afford- 
[tikis  by  whom  its  engagements  are  held,  and  such  other  matters  as 
"court shall  direct,  touching  the  safety  of  said  corporation. 
17.  A  copy  of  every  statement  made  as  aforesaid,  and  of  every 
made  by  a  commissioner  or  master,  shall  be  transmitted  by  the 
apt  to  the  Legislative  Council  at  its  annual  session ;  and  the  Le- 
ft* Council  shall  have  power  at  all  times  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  own  body,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  the  condition  and 
rf  nid  body  politic  and  corporate,  to  inspect  the  books  and  minutes 
fMeedings  of  the  board  of  trustees,  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  de- 
** therein,  an  exact  list  of  balances  due  to  and  from  said  body  poli- 
•1  corporate,  all  other  affairs  of  the  same,  and  make  a  report  thereon 
•A times  as  they  may  be  instructed  and  directed;  and  if  the  Legis- 
5  Council  shall  be  of  the  opinion  that  said  company  have  violated 
rf  the  provisions  of  its  charter,  they  shall  have  power  to  order  a 
jfftagf  to  be  issued  by  said  court  of  appeals,  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
ljj|  whether  the  charter  of  the  said  company  ought  not  to  be  vacated 

_ffl&  For  all  losses  of  money  which  the  capital  stock  shall  not  be 
*yfct  to  satisfy,  the  trustees  shall  be  responsible  in  the  same  manner 
**fte  same  extent  that  trustees  are  now  by  law  responsible,  in  law 

^Jll  The  company  shall  have  power  to  issue  bills  or  notes  other 
r*fafti  or  bills  of  exchange,  to  the  amount  of  the  capital  actually  paid 
©*J«hall  not  exceed  the  same,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  their  charter. 
flMBls  and  notes  to  be  signed  by  the  president  and  secretary  or 
rj'rfsaid  corporation ;  and  said  corporation  shall  never  refuse  or  sus- 
H^e  payment  in  specie  of  any  of  their  notes  or  obligations,  or  of  any 


9^feceived  by  them  in  deposite,  on  lawful  demand  being  made ;  and 
J^fcid  corporation  shall  refuse  or  suspend  payment,  the  bearer  of  any 
*•* obligation,  or  any  person  having  the  right  to  demand  or  receive 
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counter;    and  unless  payment  shall  be  so  made,  or  a  tender  thereof, 
within  ninety  days,  the  charter  of  the  said  company  shall  be  considered 
forfeited,  and  they  shall  cease  all  operations  as  a  corporation,  except  so 
far  as  shall  be  necessary  to  close  their  concerns,  and  fulfil  existing  con-    • 
tracts. 

Sec.  20.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  taxed  at  the 
same  rates  as  all  other  personal  property  of  the  said  Territory,  and  not 
otherwise ;  and  that  no  tax  shall  at  any  time  or  times  be  hereafter  levied 
against  the  said  corporation  beyond  the  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars 
in  any  one  year. 

Sec.  21.  To  enable  the  said  company  to  make  loans  and  discounts 
beyond  the  amount  of  their  capital,  to  be  paid  in  by  the  stockholders  as 
aforesaid,  they  may  issue  certificates  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  bear-   : 
ing  not  more  than  six  per  cent,  interest,  redeemable  within  the  range  and 
limit  of  the  charter,  at  such  times  as  the  Governor  and  the  company  may    ;< 
agree  on,  and  present  the  same  to  the  Governor  or  acting  Governor  of  ? 
tnis  Territory,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  endorse  thereon  "  Guarantied  by  y 
the  Territory  of  Florida,"  and  sign  his  name  and  title  of  office  thereto,  ;, 
and  return  the  same  to  the  said  company ;  and  the  faith  of  the  said  Ter-   - 
ritory  is  hereby  pledged  as  security  for  said  company,  for  the  faithfid 
payment  of  such  certificates,  according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  ■„ 
same :  but  no  greater  amount  of  certificates  shall  be  at  any  time  endorsed 
than  may  be  equal  to  the  debts  placed  under  mortgage  to  the  company, 
at  the  time  of  making  application,  to  be  secured  after  the  mode  and  in 
conformity  to  the  manner  printed  out  and  directed  in  the  sixth  section  of 
this  act     And  in  case  the  said  company  shall  make  default  in  payment 
of  the  principal  or  interest  of  such  certificates,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
court  of  appeals  of  said  Territory,  on  being  certified  of  the  fact,  by  the 
Governor,  to  issue  an  appropriate  process  to  any  marshal  of  said  Teni- 
tory,  commanding  him  to  take  so  much  of  the  money,  choses  in  action, 
or  other  effects  or  property  of  the  said  company,  and  bring  the  same  into 
court  forthwith,  as  will  be  sufficient  to  indemnify  the  Government  from 
loss  by  reason  of  such  default,  and  the  court  is  hereby  empowered  to 
direct  the  disposal  of  the  same :  Provided,  when  this  guarantee  is  asked 
for,  the  Governor  and  Council  shall  have  power  to  appoint  three  directors, 
who  may,  or  may  not,  be  stockholders. 

Sec  22.  This  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  confer  on  the  said  com- 
pany any  right  or  power  to  make  any  contract,  or  to  accept  or  execute 
any  trust  whatever  which  it  would  not  be  lawful  for  any  individual, 
when  not  restrained  by  statute,  under  the  general  rules  and  law,  which 
are  or  shall  be  in  force,  to  make,  accept,  or  execute. 

Sec.  23.  The  said  trustees  shall,  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  and — 
July,  annually,  make  and  declare  such  dividends  resulting  from  th^ 
psofits  of  the  said  company  as  they  may  think  proper,  but  shall  not  impairr 
nor  in  any  wise  lessen  the  capital  stock ;  and  shall  cause  the  said  divi- 
dends to  be  paid  on  demand  to  the  stockholders  thereof,  at  such  place  otf 
places  as  by  a  by-law  they  may  appoint. 

Sec  24.  The  said  tmstees  may  choose  annually  from  their  body  S 
vice  president,  who  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  president,  in  cai 
of  his  absence  or  inability  to  perform  said  duties. 

Sec  25.  This  law  shall  remain  unalterable,  without  the  consent  of  th. 
trustees  of  the  said  company,  until  the  expiration  of  fifty  years  from  i 
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passage;  nor  shall  it  at  any  time  hereafter  be  so  altered  as  to  prevent  the 
-  OKation  by  the  company  of  any  subsisting  contract. 

Bec.26.  Tliis  act  shall  be  taken  and  received  in  all  courts,  and  by  all 
r.jtfpBj magistrates,  and  all  other  public  officers,  as  a  public  act,  and  shall 
r mire,  on  all  occasions,  a  favorable  construction  ;  and  all  printed  copies 
'the sine,  which  shall  be  printed  by,  or  under  the  authority  of  the  Le- 
slie Council,  shall  be  admitted  as  good  evidence  thereof,  without  any 

[proof  whatever. 
Amoved  February  14,  1835. 


1MPT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance 
at Tmt  Company/'  approved  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

JIk.  L  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
of  Florida,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  of  the  South* 
life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company  to  defer  any  further  calls  or  pay- 
ton  the  capital  stock  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Com- 
pany period  not  exceeding  two  years  beyond  the  time  or  times  where- 

ttbe  terms  of  their  charter,  or  the  amendatory  act  hereby  amended,  they 
Ibe required  to  call  the  same  :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
I shall  be  construed  to  compel  the  said  trustees  to  defer  such  calls, 

■bin  their  discretion  they  may  deem  it  advisable. 

Jfproved  February  12,  1837. 


1RACT  farther  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company. 

he  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
friary  of  Floiida,  That  in  lieu  of  the  manner  now  prescribed  by  law, 
rfasaid  company  to  report,  the  trustees  shall,  annually,  on  the  first  day 
Jwiary,  or  within  fifteen  days  thereafter,  report  to  the  Governor  of  this 
■nUry,  a  full  statement  of  their  affairs,  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  presi- 
[Miid  cashier,  taken  before  some  officer  duly  authorized  to  administer 

J*  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  trustees  of  the  said  company 
Jjlfe elected  annually;  the  first  annual  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
■%  of  December  next,  when  the  offices  of  trustees  first  elected  shall 
'ttpi;  but  every  board  of  trustees  shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  sue- 
•■*»  are  elected  and  organized. 

.8>t  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  company  may,  in  their  discre- 
**i*thorize  any  of  the  stockholders  to  surrender  their  certificates  of 
*N»tock,  and  take  an  amount  of  certificates  of  full  stock,  equal  to  the 
***  of  payment  on  the  stock  so  surrendered,  and  the  said  company 
*fjj*ld  or  reissue  such  overplus  stock. 

jw-4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  company  may  use  two  fifths 
'^capital  stock  paid  in,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  paid  in,  for  ordina- 
VNriug  purposes,  within  the  Territory  of  Florida,  any  thing  in  the 
Jjjjfcetion  of  their  charter  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding :  Provided, 
~*Nr,  That  they  shall  have  no  right  to  claim  or  receive  the  guarantee 
**ti  Territory  for  any  sum  beyond  the  amount  actually  loaned  upon 
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bonds  or  notes,  secured  by  mortgage  upon  real  and  personal  estate,  agreea- 
bly to  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of  their  charter. 

Src.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  company  may  call  in  the 
residue  of  their  capital  stock  at  any  time  within  the  period  of  five  yean 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  lieu  of  the  penalties  and  forfeit- 
ures imposed  by  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  act  creating  the  said  corpora- 
tion,  in  refusing  or  suspending  the  payment  of  specie  for  its  notes  or  obliga- 
tions, or  of  any  fund  received  by  them  in  deposite,  for  the  term  of  ninety 
days,  that  if  the  said  corporation  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  refuse  or  sus- 
pend payment  in  specie  on  any  of  its  notes  or  obligations,  or  of  any  funds 
deposited  with  said  company,  on  lawful  demand  being  made9  the  bearer  of 
such  notes  or  obligations,  or  any  person  having  the  right  to  demand  or  re- 
ceive  the  amount  of  funds  deposited  as  above  mentioned,  shall  be  entitled 
to  recover  interest  at  the  rates  of  ten  per  centum  per  annum  on  the  ameoDt, 
until  the  said  company  shall  tender  payment  thereof,  with  damages  as  afore- 
said, in  specie  at  their  counter. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  who  is  not  a  resident  of 
the  Territory  shall  be  a  trustee  of  said  institution. 

Approved  February  11, 1838. 
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Date  of  mort- 
gage- 

Names  of  mortgagers. 

Counties  in  which 
mortgagers  reside. 

July         1,  1838 

Lot  Clark  and  Vena  his  wife  - 

St.  John's    - 

Lot  CM 

April       1,  1837 
Much  S3,  1839 

John  M.  Hanson  and  Margaret 

Cook. 
Kingsley  B.  Gibb 

St.  John's    - 
St.  John's    - 

LoiCld 
LotCU 

April     29,  1839 
June      13,  1837 

Augustus  Poujand 
Susan  Murphy 

St.  John's    - 
St.  John's    - 

LotCU 
LotCH 

January  1,  1839 

Peter  Sken  Smith 

St.  John's    - 

LotClf 

May      14,  1838 

Peter  Sken  Smith 

St.  John's    - 

LotCU 

July        1,  1839 

Duncan  L.  Clinch 

Camden  county,  Ga. 

LotCU 

Feb.       28,  1835 

John   George  Anderson    and 
Jane  his  wife,  and  James  K. 
Anderson. 

Musquiio    - 

J.  dtG, 

;kn 
ol 
iex 
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bonds  or  notes,  secured  by  mortgage  upon  real  and  personal  es 
bly  to  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of  their  charter. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  company  may 
residue  of  their  capital  stock  at  any  time  within  the  period 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hi 
thirty-nine. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  lieu  of  the  penalties 
nres  imposed  by  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  act  creating  the 
tion,  in  refusing  or  suspending  the  payment  of  specie  for  its 
tions,  or  of  any  fund  received  by  them  in  deposite,  for  the 
days,  that  if  the  said  corporation  shall  at  any  time  hereafter 
pend  payment  in  specie  on  any  of  its  notes  or  obligations,  or  of  I 
deposited  with  said  company,  on  lawful  demand  being  made, 
such  notes  or  obligations,  or  any  person  having  the  right  to  i 
ceive  the  amount  of  funds  deposited  as  above  mentioned,  shall 
to  recover  interest  at  the  rates  of  ten  per  centum  per  annum  on 
until  the  said  company  shall  tender  payment  thereof,  with 
said,  in  specie  at  their  counter. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  who  is  not  a 
the  Territory  shall  be  a  trustee  of  said  institution. 

Approved  February  11, 1838. 
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MESSAGE 


FROM 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


TBAN1MITTINO, 


h  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  additional  information  m 
nktim  to  the  bonds  issued  by  the  Legislature  of  Florida* 


Mat  13, 1840. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tkthe  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

I  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
fce  Territory  of  Florida,  with  documents  accompanying  it,  received  at 
feDnartment  of  State  since  my  message  of  the  2d  instant,  and  contain- 
te additional  information  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
•  the  30th  December  last 

M.  VAN  SUREN, 

WiSHDfGrroir,  May  12, 1840. 


TALLAHA88EE,   FLORIDA, 

Secretary's  Office,  April  30,  1840. 

Sift:  In  pursuance  of  instructions,  communicated  through  your  depart- 
M,  I  herewith  forward  the  report  of  the  particulars  and  condition  of  the 
nuacola  Bank,  and  of  the  railroad  connected  by  law  with  that  institution. 
wTtfort  is  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  charter,  by 
» Excellency  Robert  Raymond  Reid,  Governor  of  Florida.  The  delay 
<f  *e report  to  the  present  time  was  owing  to  the  distance  of  this  institu- 
*■  from  the  capital. 
1  toe  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

3.  McCANTS, 
Secretary  of  Florida. 
»».JoHii  Forsyth, 

Stcrttary  of  State,  United  States. 
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Sir:  In  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duty  of  making  a  report  to 
your  excellency,  of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Pinsacola,  it  gives 
much  pleasure  to  inform  you  that,  upon  the  presentation  of  my  commit 
to  the  officers  of  that  institution,  they  readily  and  promptly  extended  to i 
every  facility  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  proposed  invesiij 
There  was  no  sensitiveness  on  the  subject  of  private  accounts — no  ent 
ment  behind  the  technicalities  of  their  charter,  opposing  any  obstacles 
most  thorough  and  minute  examination  of  the  bank,  and  it  is  belies 
nothing  was  withheld  from  me  that  was  essential  to  the  proper  undi 
ing  of  its  condition. 

The  papers  annexed  as  an  appendix  to  this  report,  contain  the  ii 
tion  communicated  to  me  by  the  cashier,  upon  the  several  subjects 
ed  to  him,  and  I  trust  your  excellency  will  find  the  statements  to  be 
as  1  doubt  not  they  are  accurate.  I  prefix  a  condensed  view  of  the  sol 
of  these  communications,  with  the  pur  pose  chiefly  of  imbodyingsomeii 
ation  derived  verbally  from  the  cashier,  and  other  officers. 

A  charter  for  a  bank  in  Pensacola,  with  a  capital  of  $200,000, 
1831,  and  subsequently  amended  in  1832,  appears  not  to  have  been 
upon  until  the  16th  May,  1833,  when  books  were  opened  in  Pen* 
three  of  the  commissioners  named  in  the  original  act.  and  were  closed 
same  day.     Walter  Gregory,  of  Boston,  subscribed  1,705  shares,  eta 
denis  of  Pensacola  subscribed  45  shares,  and  250  shares  reserved, 
to  the  12th  section  of  the  charter,  for  the  Territory,  completed  Uml 
shares  authorized  by  the  act  creating  the  capital  of  the  bank.    U| 
1,750  shares  thus  subscribed,  $7,000  was  paid,  which  was  ten  per 
$70,000,  as  required  by  the  act  of  amendment  passed  January  25, 
Upon  this  amount  of  $7,000  being  thus  paid  up  in  specie,  the  first 
of  directors  was  made  on  the  28th  June,  1833,  and  the  bank  coi 
the  operations  of  banking  and  circulation  of  paper  money  on  the 
November  following.     On  the  1st  of  January,  1835,  other  instalnu 
been  called  in,  to  the  amount  of  25  per  cent.,  on  the  1,750  shares  sul 
or  $45,927,  which  was  all  paid  in  cash.    At  this  date  the  stock 
by  twenty  individuals ;  the  250  shares  reserved  by  law  for  the 
have  never  been  subscribed. 

On  the  13th  February,  1835,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislative! 
of  Florida,  augmenting  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  to 
Books  for  subscription  to  this  stock  were  opened,  under  the  superii 
of  the  cashier  at  the  banking  house  in  Pensacola,  on  the  21st  of 
1835,  and  were  closed  on  the  same  day.    The  whole  amount  of  i 
stock,  or  23,000  shares,  having  been  subscribed  on  that  day  by  th 
dent,  Walter  Gregory,  who  paid  nothing  at  the  time  of  subscription, 
stock  was  retained  by  Mr.  Gregory  until  the  14th  of  December,  1834 
which  day  $500,000  worth  of  bonds  were  issued  by  the  bank,  em 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  and  sold  in  Philadelphia,  which 
effected  on  the  2d  December,  1835. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  1835,  a  distribution  of  the  stock  was 
follows :  13,000  shares  to  a  private  company,  styled  the  Pensacola 
tion,  consisting  of  Thomas  Biddle,  Elihu  Chauncey,  Samuel  Ji 
ris  Robinson,  Charles  A.  Davis,  S.  V.  P.  "Wilder,  Walter  Gregory, 
liam  H.  Chase,  and  the  balance  to  seventeen  other  individuals  ia 
amounts.    Subsequently,  namely,  on  the  15th  December,  1836,  an 
ment  of  5  per  cent,  was  required  to  be  paid,  which  call  being  compbd 
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all  the  stockholders,  the  sum  of  $106,115  was  paid.  The  old 
,750  shares,  was  merged  in  the  new  subscription,  and  the  instal- 
i  on  the  old  stock  refunded,  so  that  the  increase  of  paid-uj>  capi- 
out  060,000,  of  which  $37,000  was  paid  in  promissory  endorsed 
payment  of  which  the  directors  may  demand  when  they  choose, 
res  have  been  surrendered  to  the  bank  by  various  parties,  and 
aving  been  paid  on  2,415  shares  standing  in  the  name  of  others, 
note  or  otherwise,  they  might  be  forfeitea,  bnt  the  directors  have 
edno  resolution  to  that  effect. 

ady  alluded  to,  and  as  authorized  by  the  4th  section  of  the  act  for 
jthe  capital,  the  bank  issued,  on  the  29th  of  April,  1835,  500  bonds, 
I  each,  payable    1st  January,  1860,  at  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Philadelphia,  which  were  endorsed  by  Governor  John  H.  Eaton, 
on  the  2d  of  December,  1835,  in  Philadelphia,  by  William  H. 
ent  of  the  bank,  to  Thomas  Biddle,  Samuel  Jaudon,  and  Elihu 
%  financial  agents  of  the  Pensacola  Association,  at  their  par  value 
each,  the  interest  being  regulated  according  to  the  payments,  and 
ents  made  by  a  check  of  $100,000  on  the  United  States  Branch 
few  Orleans,  and  the  balance  as  required  by  the  bank  at  various 
n  the  2d  November,  1836,  to  the  30th  December,  1838,  generally 
by  the  bank  on  the  financial  agents,  at  various  sights,  none  ap- 
9  exceed  four  months.     The  bank  stipulated  in  the  contract  of 
lie  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  bonds,  at  Philadelphia,  as  it  ac- 
I  payment  has  been  so  provided  for,  except  for  the  instalments  due 
:  July  and  1st  January  last,  but  these  payments  are  supposed  to 
l  made  by  the  financial  agents  before  mentioned,  for  which  the 
idebted  to  them  in  the  amount  of  $30,740,  as  per  statement  of  the 
;h,  1840.     The  bank  is  not  aware  whether  the  financial  agents 
manted  with  other  parties,  who  may  now  be  holders,  for  the  pay- 
the  interest  on  the  bonds  at  any  place  other  than  the  Bank  of 
d  States,  at  Philadelphia,  nor  can  it  furnish  information  of  the 
line  of  the  bonds  in  the  American  and  European  markets. 
ink  being  authorized,  by  the  3d  section  of  the  amended  charter,  to 
for  stock  in  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Compa- 
ribed,  in  1835,  for  14,920  shares  of  said  stock,  upon  which  has 
in  instalments  called  for  by  the  directors,  from  December,  1835,  to 
7,  the  sum  of  $332,840  33.    The  remaining  80  shares  of  the  stock 
wj  the  eight  directors,  to  qualify  them  for  office.     The  bank  has 
meed  to  the  same  company  at  various  periods,  from  8th  July, 
list  December,  1839,  funds  which,  with  interest,  now  amount  to 
» 33,  for  which  a  note  or  bond  was  given  by  the  railroad  company, 
it  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  to  the  order  of  the  directors,  at  ninety 
1  the  3 1st  December  last,  and  which  being  protested  for  nonpay- 
the  2d  April,  instant,  bears  interest  from  that  date. 
Mara  of  stockholders  on  the  1st  January,  1840,  hereto  annexed, 
seen  that  but  few  transfers  of  stock  have  been  made  since  the  dis- 
OQ  the  1 4th  December,  1835,  and  that  whatever  may  be  the  re- 
ties  or  privileges  of  the  stockholders,  they  remain  nearly  in  their 
position. 

1 14th  December,  1835,  a  branch  was  instituted  at  Marian n a,  in 
m  with  the  requirements  of  the  charter,  and  withdrawn  in  1838, 
10 
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and  the  business  closed,  which  never  amounted  to  any  thing  ol 
quence. 

In  1834,  an  agent  was  appointed  to  reside  at  Appalachicola,  am 
14th  December,  1S35,  a  branch  was  established  at  that  place,  v 
still  continued.  The  present  directors  are,  David  G.  Raney,  T.  L.  1 
D.  C.  Kalb,  C.  S.  Tomlinson,  and  William  B.  Taylor,  president,  v 
acts  as  cashier. 

The  imprudent  management  of  the  branch,  at  a  former  period, 
to  have  involved  the  bank  in  a  serious  loss,  especially  by  its  connex 
the  broken  Commercial  bank,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  si 
accompanying  this  report.  It  is  probable  that  the  loss  sustained 
be  less  than  $50,000.  The  liabilities  and  resources  of  the  bank  ou 
March,  1840,  by  condensing  the  statement  of  the  bank  at  Pensacc 
its  branches  at  Appalachicola,  appears  as  follows  : 

Liabilities. 

Bonds  endorsed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  -   $50( 

Bills  in  circulation  -  -  -  -  18* 

Individual  deposite  -  -  -  -  & 

Certificates  of  deposite         .....< 
Due  to  various  parties  in  small  amounts  I 

Due  to "  financial  agents"    -  -  -  -  3J 

Due  to  Pennsylvania  Bank,  U.  S.    -  -  -  10! 

Due  to  other  banks  ...__( 

Drafts  protested        -  -  -  -  -  II 

Drafts  running  to  maturity  -----         i 

922 


Resources,  omitting  instalments  loaned  to  railroad  compat 

Notes  and  bills  discounted   -  $262 

Due  by  other  banks             -            -            -            -            -  li 

Mortgages   -------  H 

Notes  held  as  collateral  security       -            -            -            -  1! 

Cash  in  bank  at  Pensacola  ---..; 
Other  cash  items  chiefly  in  the  notes  of  the  Union  Bank  of 

Florida,  and  Commercial  Bank    -            -            -  71 


art 


Of  the  rotes  and  bills  discounted,  $74,554  73  are  held  by  the  b 
Appalachicola;  of  these,  20  notes  (of  which  only  4  exceed  $2,0C 
amounting  to  $  16,6^1  91,  are  running  to  maturity;  53  amoa 
S38,355  \iv  are  under  protest,  5  of  them  are  for  over  $2,000  each, 
are  under  $500  each  ;  14  amounting  to  $19,594  47  are  in  suit,  a 
3  are  for  over  $l,000ec.ch,  and  the  remainder  under. 

Of  66  notes  held  by  the  bank  in  Pensacola,  other  than  the  no| 
railroad  company,  amounting  to  $96,412  94,  12  are  instalme 


Sb 
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!nn  as  payment  on  the  stock,  amounting  to  $38,900,  which  leaves  under 
is  head  859,512  94  of  discounted  paper,  most  of  which  is  protested  or 
paftdoe.  TV  largest  note  is  for  $5,000,  and  the  remainder  in  small 
avoooU,  The  16  short-sight  drafts  running  to  maturity,  amount  to 
$48,292  50,  of  which  $37,0U0  is  payable  in  New  York ;  3  drafts  are  of 
$10,000  each,  and  7  are  under  $1,000  each ;  13  drafts  amounting  to 
$32,006  63  are  under  protest :  of  this  amount,  $15,000  is  payable  in  Mo- 
bile; 5  of  the  drafts  arc  for  $3,000  each  ;  one  is  for  $5,400,  and  another 
for  tfijQOO.  The  liabilities  of  all  the  directors  to  the  institution  as  princi- 
pals or  endorsers,  apart  from  the  instalment-notes  and  an  endorsement  of 
one  of  them  for  the  purchase  of  a  steamboat,  is  only  $6,509.  This  con- 
<tawdstiiemeiit  in  relation  to  the  private  accounts  of  the  customers  of  the 
but, i kich  were  unreservedly  submitted  to  my  inspection,  suffices  to  show 
tbctlfaebank  has  not  been  extravagant  in  her  loans  to  anyone  individual. 

The  profits  of  the  bank  since  it  commenced  operations,  in  interest,  ex- 
change, ic,  have  amounted  to  $135,555  18,  as  per  statement  annexed ; 
tal  a  further  sum  of  considerable  amount  which  is  due  to  the  bank,  amounts 
to  $88,1%  S3,  and  the  expense  amounts  to  $41,697  80.  No  divideuds 
bm  been  paid  since  July.  1835;  the  amount  paid  up  to  that  time  being 
$9^55,  as  it  appeared  from  the  foregoing  statements  that  the  sum  of 
fR%pi3  60  in  the  shape  of  stock,  and  a  loan  succeeded  by  a  bond,  had 
fc»«ie$tcd  by  the  bank  in  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad 
0*f>Tiit  became  a  matter  of  much  interest  and  importance  to  institute 
■joiy  into  the  condition  of  that  company,  the  probable  value  of  its 
i  owned  by  the  bank,  and  the  security  of  the  debt  due  to  the  bank  by 
aitefld  company. 

Though  in  this  case,  as. in  that  of  the  bank,  my  inquiries  were  met  with 
BBtmnst  readiness  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  the  charge  of  the  books 
4c  company,  to  communicate  all  the  information  in  their  power,  yet  as 
wnd  Blount,  the  president  of  the  company,  was  absent  from  Peusacola, 
*4aoneofthe  engineers  or  officers  who  had  been  employed  in  the  charge 
to  operations  are  now  connected  with  it,  il  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
of  the  company  to  give  me  such  accurate  information  as  was  de- 
vet  it  i<  conceived  thnt  the  following  letter  and  accompanying  state- 
tau  that  officer,  who  has  become  connected  with  the  company  since 
isionof  its  operations,  will  afford  sufficient  data  on  which  to  form 
■tate  approximating  to  its  true  condition  : 

*  Office  Florida  and  Georgia  R.  R.  Company, 

<:  Peusacola,  April  2,  1840. 

*Dbar  Sir:   The  want  of  a  quorum  of  the  directors  of  the  railroad 
"~~  B]TV  and  of  the  officers  who  have  had  the  charge  of  the  accounts  and 
—  of  the  company,  will  prevent  my  replying  officially  and  as  fully 
'I could  wish  to  the  queries  you  have  submitted.     I  have  consulted  the 
""ton  present,  and  they  have  no  objection  to  my  communicating:  such 
itbit  appear  on  the  books  as  may  be  material  to  your  investigation. 
you  will  find  enclosed,  and  will,  I  trust,  prove  satisfactory. 
11  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

« S.  W.  TAYLOR. 

"Walker  Anderson,  Ecq..  Commissioner, 
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"  P.  S.  If  the  enclosed  is  not  satisfactory,  the  books  of  the  company  are 
open  to  your  inspection. 

u  Items  of  expenditures  from  the  books  of  the  Alabama,  Florida^  and  Gem* 

gia  Railroad  Company. 

"Surveys      .......  $17,000 

Grading 200,000 

Superstructure         ------  7}50u 

Engineering  department       -----  46,000 

Carts,  wagons,  &c.  ------  3,400 

Land  (Noodvine)     ------  7,800 

•"  Machinery  -------  52,000 

*~  Timber       -------  40,000 

Tools  and  materials              -----  3,300 

Cars 2,000 

Rails 160,000 

Steamer  Champion  ------  15,000 

Spikes 10,000 

564,000 


"  Note. — £100,000  of  rails,  spikes,  and  material,  have  been  sold  to  Ai 
Montgomery  and  West  Point  Railroad  Company,  and  payment  received  M 
their  stock.  Of  the  iron  rails  and  machinery,  about  $100,000  have  b&d 
sold  in  the  north  to  pay  liabilities  there.  The  company  long  since  dew 
mined  to  substitute  the  T  rail  for  that  on  hand,  and  to  dispose  of  deprecajj 
ting  material,  if  to  be  done,  at  but  trifling  sacrifice.  ^ 

«  The  company  is  not  indebted  otherwise  than  to  the  Bank  of  Pensacohl 

Upon  applying  at  the  custom  house,  I  procured  more  precise  and 
ed  information  respecting  the  iron  that  was  received  and  subsequently: 
shipped  on  account  of  the  company.    The  information  derived  from  * 
source  is  as  follows : 

2,550  tons  of  iron,  including  plates,  were  received  from  November, 
to  April,  1837,  both  months  inclusive.  The  duties  of  the  same,  ai 
to  $67,460,  are  still  due  on  suspended  bonds.  311,000  pounds  spikes 
also  received,  the  duties  amounting  to  $10, 6 SO,  but  they  weresubsequeflt| 
reshipped,  and  the  duties  refunded.  1,000  tons  were  sent  to  Montgomery!* 
the  use  of  the  Montgomery  and  West  Point  Railroad  Company,  in  July 
1838.  100  tons  were  sent  to  Tallahassee,  for  the  use  of  the  TaUaheM* 
and  St  Mark's  Railroad  Company.  1,100  tons  were  shipped,  in 
and  November,  1839,  to  New  York ;  300  tons  remain  on  hand.  The 
motives  and  other  machinery  were  shipped  also  to  New  York,  in  Nc 
ber,  1839. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  will  be  obvious  to  your  excellei 
the  value  of  the  investment  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  in  the 
Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company  depends,  in  a  great  measure^ 
the  completion  or  abandonment  of  the  road.  If  the  work  is  pi 
the  large  outlays  for  surveys,  grading,  and  some  other  items,  may  be  fUl 
mated  as  available  to  some  extent ;  but  as  no  part  of  the  work  is  yet  eon 
jpleted,  if  it  should  be  now  abandoned,  the  assets  of  the  company  will  fa 
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scarcely  anything  beyond  its  stock  in  the  Montgomery  and  West  Point 
Railroad  Company,  and  its  interest  in  the  steamer  Champion. 

The  present  officers  of  the  railroad  company  are :  Thomas  M.  Blount, 
President;  S.  W.  Taylor,  Secretary ;  W.  B.  Taylor,  Hanson  Kelly,  Henry 
Byer,  George  W.  Barkley,  and  Thomas  Easton,  Directors. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WALKER  ANDERSON, 

Commissioner. 
His  Excellency  Robert  Raymond  Reid, 

Governor  of  Florida. 

P.  S.    I  have  thought  it  proper  to  append,  also,  to  this  report  the  raortr- 
gige  riven  by  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory ; 
snd,  uso,  the  several  semiannual  statements  made  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
quirements of  the  charter,  to  be  found  on  file,  and  in  the  journals  of  the 
Legislative  Council.  W.  A. 

Pensacola,  April  7,  1840. 


This  indenture,  made  and  entered   into  this  twenty-ninth  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  five, 
between  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Territory  of 
Florida  on  the  other  part,  witnesseth : 

That  whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Couilcil,  passed  on  th^ 

Jhirtoenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five^, 

ad  approved  the  fourteenth  day  of  February  of  the  same  year,  the  capital 

flock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  was  authorized  to  be  increased  to  the* 

sun  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  ;  and,  in  addition  to  its' 

ather  powers,  it  was  authorized  to  purchase  and  subscribe  for  the  stock  or 

the  Alabama,  Florida  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company;  and  to  enable  th& 

fad  bank  to  make  the  said  purchase  or  subscription,  it  is  authorized  to 

forthwith,  its  bonds  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  bearing; 

Merest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually,  and  re- 

tamable  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 

"  and  6ixty,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars; 

bonds  are  to  be  made  payable  to  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  bi 

and  endorsed  as  is  provided  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  before- 

act;  and  whereas,  the  said  bank  is  further  authorized,  by  the  sixth. 

of  the  said  act,  to  issue  an  additional  number  of  bonds  as  specified 

•  dwaaid  fourth  section,  which  bonds  are  to  be  guarantied  and  endorsed 

h&ft  manner  as  specified  in  the  said  fourth  section,  provided  that  it  shall: 

•■ade  satisfactorily  to  appear  to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  that  for 

ffeyten  bonds  he  may  endorse  according  to  the  aforesaid  sixth  section, 

feiud  Alabama,  Florida  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company  shall  have  con- 

••etod  and  finished  one  mile  of  railroad  for  every  ten  bonds  so  endorsed  ; 

•i  whereas,  the  said  Bank  of  Pensacola  has  purchased  the  stock  of  said 

»j  jfcfcma,  Florida  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company,  amounting  to  fourteen 

•1  PMad  nine  hundred  and  thirty  shares,  subject  to  a  payment  of  five  hun- 

fcl  ^i  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  Mondays  of  July,  August,  and  September, 

H  tattMiing;  and  whereas,  the  said  Bank  of  Pensacola  has  presented  to 

2  ^Governor  of  the  Territory,  bonds  for  his  endorsement  amounting  to 

*t  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  the  said  Bank  of  Pensacola  to 


i 
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pay  the  purchase-money  for  the  stock  aforesaid,  which  bor 
and  by  virtue  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  before-recited  act 
it  is  provided  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  said  act  that  1 
Territory  of  Florida  for  the  aforesaid  guarantee  of  said 
bank,  at  the  time  of  the  endorsement  of  the  bonds  first  g 
bank,  shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the  Governor  of  the  ' 
Territory  of  Florida,  an  hypothecation  of  the  capital  stoi 
and  of  all  its  property,  real  and  personal,  and  assets,  whicl 
thereafter  hold  or  have,  and  the  stock  which  it  may  then  o: 
in  the  said  Alabama,  Florida  and  Georgia  Railroad  Compai 
and  manner  as  the  Governor  may  direct ;  which  hypothec 
to  be  and  continue  a  lien  upon  the  said  capital  stock,  prop 
and  said  stock  in  said  railroad,  and  also  such  portion  of  sa 
within  this  Territory,  in  preference  to  all  other  claims  and 
bonds  are  fully  paid  and  extinguished : 

Now  this  indenture  wimesseth,  that  for  and  in  cons 
premises,  and  in  and  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  the  board  of 
said  Bank  of  Pensacola,  made  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  A 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  with  the  as 
direction  of  the  stockholders  (a  list  of  which  stockholdei 
with  a  copy  of  the  order  for  the  said  board,  ore  hereunto  ap 
A  and  B),  the  said  Bank  of  Pensacola  does  herein  and  hen 
and  pledge  to  the  Territory  of  Florida  the  capital  stock  ol 
and  all  the  property,  both  real  and  personal,  and  assets, 
may  hereafter  hold  or  have,  consisting  at  the  present  of  t 
under  discount,  running  to  maturity,  moneys  on  hand,  am 
per  schedule  marked  C,  hereto  annexed  and  made  part  of 
all  of  which  bonds  and  notes  and  liabilities  are  declared  an 
good,  amounting  in  all  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thou: 
dred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents,  and  also  (he 
by  the  said  bank,  or  which  it  may  hereafter  hold,  in  the  Al 
and  Georgia  Railroad  Company,  or  in  any  other  trust  or 
pony,  to  indemnify  and  fully  to  protect  and  save  harmless 
Florida  for  its  endorsement  and  guarantee  of  the  bonds  of  I 
Pensacola,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  L 
cil  entitled  "  An  act  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  Ban 
and  to  amend  the  laws  incorporating  said  bank  and 
poses,"  passed  February  thirteenth,  in  the  year  one  thou 
dred  and  thirty-five,  and  approved  the  fourteenth  day  of  F 
year ;  which  hypothecation  is  hereby  declared  to  be  in  full 
and  continue  a  lien  in  favor  of  said  Territory  until  the  bon 
be  issued  by  the  said  bank,  and  endorsed  and  guarantied  b 
of  Florida,  according  to  the  before  recited  act,  are  fully  pai< 
and  interest,  and  the  Territory  of  Florida  discharged  from 
consequence  of  its  guarantee  and  endorsement  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  signature  of  the  president,  an 
bank  aforesaid,  are  hereunto  affixed,  the  sunn 

[  l.  a.  ]    signed  by  the  cashier  thereof,  on  the  day  i 
written. 

WALTER  GREGOR' 
JAMES  CATL1N,  Ck 
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A. 

Bank  op  Pensacola,  April  29,  1835. 

f  following  is  a  list  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  this 

day,  to  wit : 

George  W.  Barkley  Samuel  St.  John,  jr. 

Jacob  Bender  Ashbel  Steele 

W.  I*  Booth  Samuel  Shannon 

Jtoeph  Forsyth  Archibald  Mclntyre 

Walter  Gregory  Henry  Yates 

Dudley  S.  Gregory  John  Ely 

B.  W.  Gregory  Luke  Hemenway 
Henry  Hyer  .  John  A.  Cameron 
Hanson  Kelly  James  Catlin,  trustee. 

C.  C.  Keyser  Robert  Mitchell 
Joshua  B.  Levans  A.  H.  Bowman 
Henry  Miehelett  William  H.  Chase 
Lorenzo  Plu  John  H.  Parker 

Directors. 

Walter  Gregory,  President  Charles  C.  Keyser 

George  W.  Barkley  Joseph  Forsyth 

Henry  Hyer  Hanson  Kelly 

WALTER  GREGORY,  President. 
Iuces  Catlin,  Cashier. 


B. 

Bank  of  Pensacola,  April  23, 1835. 

U  an  extra  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  at  the  banking-house* 
Mm:  Messrs.  Gregory,  Hyer,  Barkley,  Kelly,  Keyser,  and  Jerrison. 
'  Oft  motion  of  Mr.  Kelly,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hyer,  it  was 
tmbtd,  That  the  stock  of  the  bank  shall  be  hypothecated  to  the  Terri- 
if  ef  Florida,  in  pursuance  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  amended  charter. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Kelly,  seconded  by  Mr.  Barkley,  it  was 
imbed.  That  the  president  be  appointed  to  hypothecate  the  stock  as 
Bied  above. 

I  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  minutes  of  the  board 
feeders. 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Clerk  of  the  Board. 
ImiL  29, 1835. 

Bank  of  Pensacola,  April  27, 1835. 

Mi  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  at  their  bank- 
tfcxne  on  Monday  the  27th  of  April.    Present 

■r.  Gregory  made  a  motion  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola 
kwld  be  pledged  to  the  Territory  of  Florida,  as  security  for  the  issuing  of 
hhnds  as  specified  in  sections  fourth  and  seventh  of  the  amended  charter > 
itoch  was  agreed  to  by  the  members  present. 
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On  motion  of  George  W.  Barkley,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gregorj 
Resolved,  That  the  names  of  the  stockholders  shall  be  signed  tc 
resolution ;  and  that  those  absent  shall  have  the  privilege  at  a 
add  their  signatures. 

True  copy  from  the  minutes  of  the  stockholders. 

JAMES  CATL1N, 

April  S 

I  hereby  certify  that,  at  the  above  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
ting  the  stock  as  aforesaid,  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  stocklu 
present. 

JAMES  CATLIN, 


C. 
State  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  April  29, 1835. 


Dr. 

Capital  stock  paid  in 

Bills  of  this  bank  in  circulation 

Deposites 

Due  to  banks  and  individuals 

Profit  and  loss  account  - 


Cr. 

Bank  furniture,  bills,  &c. 
Contingent  expense 
Cash  in  vault     ... 
Available  funds  in  hands  of  agents 
Notes  discounted,  not  matured    - 
Bills  of  exchange 


The  above  statement  shows  the  true  condition  of  the  bank  o 

day  of  April,  1835,  on  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  liabil 

bank.    We  certify  eur  belief  that  all  the  accounts  of  the  bank  vi 

ors  are  perfectly  sound,  and  that  no  losses  will  accrue  therefrom. 

In  testimony  hereof,  the  signature  of  the  president,  countc 

the  cashier,  and  the  seal  of  the  hank  affixed,  this  tn 

[l.  8.]   day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

dred  and  thirty-five. 

WALTER  GREGORY,  JR 
Jamsb  Catlin,  Cashier. 
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Question*  proposed  to  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  in  relation 

to  the  bonds  issued  by  the  bank, 

1.  What  amount  was  endorsed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Territory? 

2.  State  the  dates  of  bonds  issued.  „ 

3.  8tate  the  dates  of  endorsement. 

4.  State  by  whom  endorsed. 

5.  State  the  amount  disposed  of. 

6.  Stale  when  disposed  of. 

7.  State  where  disposed  of. 

8.  State  by  whom. 

9.  Slate  to  whom. 

10.  State  at  what  price. 

11.  State  for  what  funds. 

12.  State  where  was  the  first  payment  made. 

13.  State  the  subsequent  payments. 

14.  State  where  are  the  bonds  made  payable. 

15.  State  when  due. 

16.  State  whether  there  are  any  bonds  unsold. 

17.  State  what  disposition  has  been  made  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale. 

18.  State  what  is  the  value  of  these  bonds  in  the  American  and  Eu- 
ropean markets. 


nveri  to  questions  proposed  to  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola 
if  the  (Jommiasioner  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Florida  to  examine 


Jbuvers 
if  the 
Mid  bank. 


1.  Amount  of  bonds  endorsed  by  the  Territory,  $500,000. 

2.  Date  of  said  bonds,  April  29,  1835. 

3.  When  endorsed,  cannot  state  exactly. 

4.  John  H.  Eaton  (Governor)  endorsed  them. 

5.  Amount  disposed  of,  $500,000. 

6.  December  2,  1835. 

7.  At  Philadelphia. 

8.  W.  H.  Chase,  agent  for  the  bank. 

%  Thomas  Biddle,  Samuel  Jaudon,  Elihu  Chauncey,  financial  agents  of 
Aatafecola  association. 
Ml  At  par  value,  $1,000  each  bond. 
U.  Principally  northern  funds. 

ML  First  payment  ($100,000)  was  made  in  New  Orleans  by  W.  H.  Chase ; 
feck  on  Branch  Bank  United  States,  New  Orleans. 

11  The  balance  ($400,000)  was  paid  between  November  2, 1836,  and 
^ceaber  31, 1838,  as  stated  in  the  account  with  the  financial  agents  at 
\  Whdelphia. 
. '  14.  The  bonds  are  payable  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia. 

15.  They  become  due  January  1,  I860. 
•    16.  The  bonds  are  all  sold,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  articles  of  sale  to  finan- 
\*fA  agents. 

\\  •  17.  Proceeds  of  the  bonds  have  been  applied  to  the  use  of  the  bank  and 
■Void. 
18.  The  value  of  these  bonds  in  the  American  and  European  markets  I 
fctmable  to  state. 


[  447  ]  154 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA-TERRITORY  OF  FLORIDA 

Bond  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  guarantied  by  the  Territory  ofFk 
The  capital  stock  of  the  bank  pledged  to  the  Territory,  and  tk*  i 
holders  individually  and  personally  liable  for  the  redemption  ther 

B  ONE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS-SIX  PER  CENT.  STOCK. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  acknovl 
itself  to  be  indebted  to  the  Territory  of  Florida  in  the  sum  of  one  tba 
dollars ;  which  sum  the  said  Bank  of  Pensacola  promises  to  pay,  in  1 
money  of  the  United  States,  to  the  order  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  c 
first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana 
with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  hatff 
at  the  place  named  in  the  endorsement  hereon,  viz :  on  the  first  i 
January  and  on  the  first  day  of  July  in  every  year,  until  the  payna 
said  principal  sum :  and,  for  the  faithful  payment  of  the  said  pnncip 
and  interest,  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  is  pledged,  ai 
stockholders  thereof  are  individually  and  personalty  liable  according 
stipulations  of  the  charter  of  said  bank. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  signature  of  the  president  and  the  seal  < 
bank  are  hereunto  affixed,  the  same  being  countersigned  by  the  < 
thereof,  at  Pensacola,  this  twenty  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  on< 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

,  Presu 

,  Cashier. 

FLORIDA  SIX  PER  CENT.  STOCK. 

Territory  of  Florida. 

In  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  the  within  bond  is 
assigned  and  made  payable  to  the  bearer  thereof;  and  the  pay  meat  i 
and  of  the  interest  thereon,  as  within  stipulated,  is  hereby  guarani 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  faith  of  the  Territory  pledged  for 
demption  thereof. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  great  seal  of  the  Territory 
[l.  s.]  Executive  office,  this  day  of  ,  one  thoosMl 

hundred  and  thirty        ,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
States  year. 

,  Governor  of  Fk 

By  the  Governor. 

,  Secretary, 

Bank  of  Pensacola, 

It  is  hereby  agreed  that  the  principal  and  semi-annual  interest  of  tl 
in  bond  shall  be  paid  at 

,Pred 

Interest  on  Territorial  bonds. 

So  far  as  I  am  advised,  the  interest  on  the  bonds  has  been  duly* 
it  became  due ;  but  at  what  place,  or  in  what  funds,  I  cannot  now  a' 
cisely.    The  article  of  sale  of  said  bonds  to  the  financial  agents  of  4 
sacola  association  stipulates  that  the  semi-annual  interest  on  r  ~j 
shall  be  paid  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  or  at 
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bank  in  Philadelphia  as  may  be  designated  afterward  by  the  purchasers  of 
Kid  bonds  in  Europe,  upon  giving  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  thirty  days'  no* 
ice  of  such  designation.  Under  this  privilege,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Scales  was  selected  as  the  place  of  payment  of  said  interest. 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Cashier. 


Bank  of  Pensacola,  March  31,  1840. 

The  Bank  of  Pensacola  commenced  operations,  November  28,  1833. 
The  amount  of  capital  paid  up  was  $7,000,  and  that  in  specie  in  the 
fault  of  the  bank. 

TTie  first  dividend  was  declared  July  1, 1834     -  -  -     $980 

The  second  dividend  was  declared  December  31, 1834  -  -       980 

The  third  and  last  dividend  was  declared  July  1,  1835    *  -     1,795 

$3,755 

Prsmdenfs  salary. — Walter  Gregory  received  no  salary  for  the  first  year 
of  his  presidency. 

For  the  year  1836  he  was  allowed  ....  $1,000 
For  the  year  1836  he  was  allowed  ....     1,000 

For  the  year  1837  he  was  allowed  ....     2,000 

#  Judge  Rochester  received,  in  1838, 6  months      -  -  -     1,260 

Thomas  M.  Blount,  for  1839,  one  year  ....     2,000 

Territorial  stack. — Two  hundred  and  fifty  shares  of  the  original  stock 
reserved  tor  the  Territory  of  Florida,  but  were  never  subscribed  for. 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Cashier. 
Drawn  from  the  records  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola. 


Original  subscribers,  May  16, 1833. 

Shares.    Instalments* 

Walter  Gregory,  then  in  Boston      -  -  -    1,705      $6,820 

Hyer  &  Le  Baron,  Pensacola  - 

Bin).  D.  Wright      .... 

Qmge  W.  Barkley  B 

BnryAhrens         .  .  .  - 

1AW.  Jackson    - 

/.dkC.  C.  Keyser   .... 

Ifcnson  Kelly  .... 

Joieph  Forsyth        -  .  -  - 

A  R  Allen  .... 

Mm  Campbell        . 

John  Jerrison,  jun.  - 

Beserved  for  Territory  of  Florida    - 


f 

i!     Four  per  cent,  instalment  on  1,750  shares,  May  16, 1833. 

m    fc  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  of  the  above  was  depo*» 

SW  in  specie  with  Messrs.  St.  John  &  Leavens,  Mobile,  by  Walter  Gregory  j 
le  maunder  was  paid  in  specie,  or  United  States  Bank  notes. 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Cashier. 


5 

20 

5 

20 

5 

20 

5 

20 

5 

20 

5 

20 

3 

12 

5 

20 

1 

4 

3 

va 

3 

12 

250 

00 

2,000 

7,000 

C  447  1 


156 


The  original  subscriptions  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacoli 
received  by  Hanson  Kelly,  George  W.  Barkley,  and  J.  Jerrison,  jr.,  o 
sioners,  on  the  16th  day  of  May,  1833.  The  directors  first  electe 
June,  1833,  were :  « 

Walter  Gregory,  President.  Joseph  Forsyth, 

George  W.  Barkley,  Henry  Hyer, 

Hanson  Kelly,  J.  Jerrison,  jr. 

Charles  C.  Keyser, 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Cos 

Directors  for  the  year  1834. 


Walter  Gregory,  President. 
George  W.  Barkley, 
Hanson  Kelly, 
Charles  C.  Keyser, 


Joseph  Forsyth, 
Henry  Hyer, 
J.  Jerrison,  jr. 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Cast 


The  books  of  subscription  not  having  been  opened  until  1833,  no 
ors  were  elected  prior  to  that  time. 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Cos 

* 

Stockholders  1st  January,  1835. 


Names. 


Walter  Gregory 

D.  S.  Gregory 

Jacob  Bender 

John  Ely,  jr. 

Henry  Hyer 

Luke  Heminway   - 

Hanson  Kelly 

C.  C.  Keyser 

Archibald  Mclntyre 

Joshua  B.  Leavens 

Archibald  Robinson 

Samuel  St.  John,  jr. 

Samuel  Shannon   - 

Ashbel  Steel 

Henry  Yates 

George  W.  Barkley 

Henry  Michelett    - 

W.  L.  Booth 

Lorenzo  Pla 

Joseph  Forsyth 

Reserved  for  Ten  Florida  - 


Residence. 

Shares. 

An 

Pensacola 

621 

1 

New  York 

289 

Boston 

25 

Philadelphia     - 
Pensacola, 
Philadelphia     - 
Pensacola 

50 
5 

50 
3 

u 

5 

New  York 

144 

Mobile 

100 

Philadelphia     - 
Mobile 

50 
100 

Pensacola 

40 

« 

4 

New  York 

145 

Pensacola 

10 

« 

2 

New  York 

100 

Pensacola 

2 

« 

5 

- 

250 

* 

2,000 

Twenty-five  per  cent  paid  on  1,750  shares,  all  in  cash. 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Cut 
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above  amount  of  instalment  was  paid  in  cash,  no  stock-notes  having 
iven :  and  the  other  liabilities  of  the  stockholders  to  the  bank  were  of 


JAMES  CATLIN,  Cashier. 


account. 


Stockholders  under  the  act  approved  lith  February,  1835. 
iter  Gregory,  Pensacola,  23,000 ;  nothing  paid,  February  21, 1835. 

is  lith  December,  1835,  at  a  meeting  of  the  directors,  the  following 
distribution  of  stock  was  made : 


mBiddle,  Elihu 

Chauncey,  and  > 

Samuel 

Jaudon, 

as 

Shares. 

ranees  for  Walter 

Gregory 

- 

m 

- 

1,625 

ame  as  trustees  for  W.  A.  Chase 

- 

m 

- 

1,625 

Thomas  Biddle 

- 

- 

- 

1,625 

Samuel  Jaudon 

« 

- 

- 

1,625 

Morris  Robinson 

- 

• 

- 

1,625 

S.  V.  S.  Wilder 

- 

» 

- 

1,625 

Charles  A.  Davis 

- 

« 

•» 

1,626 

Elihu  Chauncey 

- 

- 

• 

1,625 

i  Gregory, 

Pensacola 

- 

* 

- 

916 

A.  Cameron, 

u 

- 

- 

• 

917 

mM.  Blount, 

« 

- 

• 

- 

700 

1  Parker, 

« 

Oft 

- 

• 

700 

Mitchell, 

cc 

• 

- 

• 

850 

a  Kelly, 

u 

• 

- 

- 

850 

Hjer, 

(C 

■ 

- 

- 

450 

lobe, 

C( 

« 

Oft 

- 

400 

Booth, 

New  York 

- 

- 

- 

400 

dor  H.  Bowman, 

U.  S.  Army 

- 

- 

* 

850 

Chase, 

Pensacola 

- 

- 

- 

917 

tdar  J.  Dallas, 

•        U.  S.  Navy 

• 

- 

• 

400 

1  Willis, 

Navy  Agent, 

Pensacola  - 

• 

400 

bbs  McNiel, 

New  York 

« 

• 

- 

300 

i  W.  Barkley, 

Pensacola 

- 

• 

Oft 

60 

Otflin, 

(C 

- 

- 

- 

60 

aB.  Chase,  trust 

ee 

850 

23,000 

i..'\J     (/•' 
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Names  of  stockholders  1st  January,  1840,  amount  paid,  how  paid, 

number  of  shares. 


Name. 


T.  M.  Blount,  Pensacola 


u 


a 


George  W.  Barkley 
Bank*  of  Pensacola  - 
W.L.  Boot  h&  Sons,  N.Y. 
Thos.  Biddle,  S.  Jaudon, 
and  E.  Chauncey,  trus- 
tees  Pensacola  Assoc'n, 
Geo.  E.  Chase,  Pensacola 


(C 


u 


Charles  A.  Davis,  N.  York 
J.  A.  Cameron,  Pensacola 
Com.  A.  J.  Dallas,     " 
Byrd  C.  Willis,  " 

W.  Gregory,  Cincinnati 
Isaac  Hulse,  Pensacola 
J.  In ve rarity, 
Robert  Joyner, 
Hanson  Kelly, 
Robert  Mitchell, 
Dr.  John  H.  Parker,  " 


it 


a 
a 
a 


a 


tt 
a 
a 
u 


Henry  Michelett, 

W.  B.  Rochester, 

Thomas  Eastin 

H.  L.  Higley, 

George  A.  Mix, 

Hugh  W.  Nisbett, 

Henry  Steel,      New  York 

W.  B.  Taylor,   Pensacola 

Territory  Florida    - 

W.  G.  McNeil,  New  York 

Total  shares, 


Shares. 


700 
450 
200 
1,112 
400 

13,000 

867 

300 

850 

917 

400 

400 

916 

200 

200 

300 

850 

850 

700 

50 

10 

5 

5 

5 

5 

753 

5 

250 

300 


250)0 


How  paid. 


Endorsed  note    - 
Hyer  &  LeBaron's  note 
Endorsed  note   - 
Unpaid. 
Endorsed  note    - 

Paid  in  cash  in  Philad'a  - 

Endorsed  note    - 


i 


Unpaid. 
Endorsed  note    - 

Endorsed  note    - 


it 


Unpaid. 


Endorsed  note 

Unpaid. 
Endorsed  note 
Cash      - 

Unpaid. 

a 
u 

Cash      - 


An 


61 


4 


Unpaid. 


Amount, 


IOC 


The  notes  discounted  for  stockholders  are  the  same  as  other  discov 
paper,  endorsed  and  subject  to  be  called  in  whenever  the  directors  sb 
deem  it  rxr><  dient  to  do  so.  There  is  no  hypothecated  stock.  The  a 
instalh4rM»i  oi  five  per  cent,  was  called  on  the  15th  December,  183$ 
was  paid  principally  in  that  month. 

JAMES  CATL1N,  Cash** 


835. 

1837. 

Sregory, 

Walter  Gregory, 
Hanson  Kelly, 

Iyer, 

W.  Barkley, 

John  A.  Cameron, 

Kelly9 

Henry  Hyer, 

Forsyth, 

Robert  Mitchell, 

W.  B.  Taylor, 

mison/jr. 

W.  H.  Chase. 

1836. 

1838. 

Gregory, 

Walter  Gregory, 

Hiase, 

Hanson  Kelly, 

Cameron, 

J.  A.  Cameron, 

Aitchell, 

George  W.  Barkley, 

Kellv. 

Wm.  S.  Campbell, 

Willis, 

Henry  Hyer, 

Iyer. 

William  B.  Taylor. 
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y  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  for  the  years  1835, 1836, 1837, 1888, 

1839,  and  1840,  as  elected. 

1839. 
Henry  Hyer, 
Hanson  Kelly, 
H.  W.  Nesbitt, 
George  W.  Barkley, 
John  Campbell  (decPd), 
W.  B.  Taylor, 
W.  S.  Campbell. 

1840. 
Hanson  Kelly, 
G.  W.  Barkley  (decl'd), 
Thomas  Eastin, 
George  A.  Mix, 
S.  W.  Taylor  (declined), 
Robert  Joyner, 
Thomas  M.  Blount. 

sr  Gregory  was  president  of  the  board  from  the  commencement  of 
c,  in  1833,  to  the  8th  day  of  January,  1838,  when  he  resigned ;  and 
9lh  January,  1838,  W.  B.  Rochester  was  elected  president,  and 
ictil  his  decease,  in  June  of  the  same  year,  when  Henry  Hyer  was 
id  president  of  the  board,  and  served  until  the  25th  March,  1839, 
5  resigned  ;  and  on  the  27th  March,  1839,  Thomas  M.  Blount  was 
president  of  the  board,  and  remains  so  until  the  present  time. 
i  Catlin  has  held  the  office  as  cashier  from  the  commencement  of 
tnlion,  in  1833.  to  the  present  time.  Horace  L.  Higley  was  elected 
»  9th  May,  1839,  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  remained  in  the  board  until 
of  the  same  year.     No  other  material  changes  in  the  board. 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Cashier, 
n  from  the  minutes  of  the  board  and  of  the  stockholders. 

Agencies  and  Branches  of  the  Dank  of  Pensacola. 

Bank  of  Pensacola,  March  30, 1840. 

wember,  1S3-1,  Warde  Burchan  was  appointed  an  agent  of  the  bank, 
eat  Appalachicola,  and  remained  in  that  capacity  until  the  14th  De- 
,  1835,  when  a  branch  was  established  there.  Mr.  Burchan  was  then 
ed  cashier  of  the  s  ime,  and  remained  until  his  demise. 
he  4th  of  July,  IS36,  E.  D.  Barry,  jr.,  of  New  York,  was  elected 
of  the  said  brunch,  and  remained  in  that  capacity  until  his  demise 
ember,  1838. 

he  11th  November,  1S39,  W.  B.  Taylor  was  elected  president  of  said 
,  and  remains  in  that  capacity  at  this  time. 

the  14th  December,  1S35,  a  branch  was  established  at  Marianna,  in 
Q  county,  in  pursuance  with  the  requirement  of  the  charter  of  the 
Mid  on  the  8th  day  of  February,  1836,  Harvey  Brewster  was  appoint- 
or of  said  branch. 

1838,  the  brancli  at  Marianna  was  withdrawn,  and  its  business  closed. 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Cashier. 

*wn  from  the  records  oi  this  bank. 
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The  directors  of  the  branch  at  Appalachicola  are :  D.  G.  Raney,  T.L 
Mitchell,  D.  C.  Kalb,  C.  S.  Tomlinson  ;  W.  B.  Taylor,  president,  acts  m 
cashier. 

Forfeitures  of  stock.  \ 

The  stock  held  by  any  person  is  liable  to  forfeiture,  if  the  instalment 
called  for  are  not  punctually  paid ;  but  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Fetf 
sacola  have  never  passed  an  act  of  forfeiture  in  any  case  of  delinquencf 
The  1,112  shares  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,tf 
shares  surrendered  by  different  individuals. 

The  whole  amount  of  paid-up  capital,  was  paid  by  the  persons  who  hd 
the  stock  under  the  act  of  1835 ;  that  is,  the  bank  bought  in  the  old  stoc1 
which  was  merged  in  the  new,  and  an  instalment  of  5  per  cent  called  i 
out  of  which  the  old  stockholders  were  paid ;  making  a  surplus  over  tl 
original  capital  paid  iu  of  about  $60,000. 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Outer. 
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dry  op  Florida,') 
yrf  Escambia,     3 

nuance  of  the  requisition  of  section  9  of  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
incil  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  entitled  "  An  act  to  increase  the 
>f  the  Bank  of  Pensacola  and  to  amend  the  laws  incorporating  the 
ad  for  other  purposes,"  passed  February  13, 1835,  and  approved 
ry  14  of  the  same  year,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me, 
lenrigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  on 
rod  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
enry  HVer,  Esquire,  president  pro  tern.,  and  Warde  Burchan,  act- 
hier,  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing 
sit  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  on  the  first  day  of  July  of  the  present 
true  and  correct 

HENRY  HYER, 

President  pro  tern. 

WARDE  BURCHAN, 

Acting  Cashier. 


sribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  July  2, 1835. 

THOMAS  M.  BLOtJNT, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  >  Escambia  county. 
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Sm:  The  Bank  of  Pensacola  reports  to  you  that  it  has  effected  the  sale 
tf  the  bonds  issued  by  it,  and  endorsed  by  the  Territory,  to  Thomas  Bid- 
He,  Elihu  Chauncey,  Samuel  Jaudon,  ana  associates,  at  par ;  and  die  con- 
ditions of  payment  on  the  bonds  are  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  down, 
udthe  residue  in  instalments  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  each,  to 
be  paid  to  the  bank  on  the  completion  of  each  ten  miles  of  the  u  Alabama, 
Florida,  and  Georgia  railroad,"  interest  only  to  be  paid  on  the  instalments 
aid  to  the  bank  on  the  bonds. 

The  bank  is  subject  to  a  peremptory  call  by  the  directors  of  the  railroad 
oompany,  to  the  amount  of  the  bonds  now  issued ;  but  an  understanding 
is  had  with  that  company  that  they  shall  not  insist  on  the  payment  of  the 
instaiflMnti  in  foil  at  once,  but  that  payments  shall  be  partially  made,  as 
the  necessities  of  the  railroad  company  shall  require,  of  the  one  hundred 
bousaod  dollars  now  received  on  sale  of  bonds.  They  require  only  suf- 
beat  to  pay  for  the  preliminary  surveys  and  expenses,  and  the  amoudt 
i  eighteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
as  beeto  paid  into  their  hands  by  the  bank. 

They  will  require  further  pnymants  on  the  completion  of  the  first  ten 
aiks  of  their  road,  when  the  second  payment  of  one  hundred  thousand 
loQars  on  the  bonds  will  be  received  by  the  bank.  This  rule  of  payment, 
his  understood,  will  be  adhered  to  on  the  completion  of  every  ten  miles; 
a  certain  amount,  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  completion  of  that  length  ctf 
■ri,  will  be  required  of  the  stockholders. 

By  this  harmonious  understanding,  while  the  railroad  will  be  progres- 

■gis  fist  as  possible,  the  bank  will  always  be  able  to  provide  the  necessary 

Us,  and  at  the  same  time  be  enabled  to  have  at  its  command  a  capital 

■ficieat  for  the  purposes  of  discount  and  exchange,  which  will  regularly 

;.  krease  as  the  railroad  progresses,  and  by  which  it  will  be  enabled,  with 

:•*  ind  safety ,  constantly  to  earn  the  interest  on  the  amount  borrowed, 

'  Mil  the  whole  expenditures  for  making  the  railroad  shall  cease. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  railroad  company  have  not  yet  made 

fctfiist  report  to  the  stockholders  ;  but,  by  the  information  informally 

Muiuikated  to  them,  we  are  enabled  to  state  as  follows : 

Major  Graham,  of  the  United  States  topographical  engineers,  by  order 

^fc  Secretary  of  War,  is  detailed  to  make  a  survey  of  the  route.    He 

■•^engaged  in  a  reconnoissance  to  fix  upon  the  true  line  of  the  road. 

*■**»  he  has  determined  the  route,  the  survey  of  location  will  com- 

■  tee  u  Pensacola,  and  the  work  will  be  put  under  contract  immediately. 

■■opected  to  be  commenced  by  the  1st  of  February  next,  and  it  is 

*PteA  that  it  will  be  completed  to  Conecuh  county,  Alabama,  by  the 

Wag  of  the  next  business  season.    By  authentic  information  from 

;  J**Me  planters  of  that  county,  it  is  ascertained  that  ten  thousand 

■jj  of  cotton  are  now  raised  there,  which  has  to  be  wagoned  forty 

J*  to  the  Alabama  river,  and  it  will  naturally  come  to  Pensacola  by 

■niroad,  and  will  be"  the  first-fruits  of  that  enterprise.    The  facts  col- 

■^  this  season  by  the  railroad  company  are  sufficient  to  warrant  the 

J^tion  that  their  most  sanguine  calculations  will  be  exceeded  by  the 

•Wttsults. 

"*  extreme  lowness  so  late  in  the  season  of  the  rivers  almost  every 
>|fj  the  consequent  high  price  of  provisions,  and  other  articles  of  in- 
**  consumption ;  the  precarious  nature  of  prices  of  cotton ;  the  "heavy 
*!*  on  the  rivers  for  the  early  freights ;  the  perplexity  and  loss  to  th6 
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interior  merchant  on  account  of  the  non-arrival  of  his  goods  at  the  on- 
ing  of  the  cotton  season ;  leave  no  doubt  but  that  the  railroad  villi 
used  in  preference  to  the  rivers,  both  on  account  of  its  equal  cheaj 
and  the  absolute  certainty  and  safety  of  transportation  for  the  carrawi 
a  vast  amount  of  merchandise  and  cotton.  To  these  add  the  addil 
and  important  feet  of  its  being  on  the  direct  line  of  the  great  mail-i 
and  that  it  will  shorten  the  time  of  transportation  of  the  mail  at  least! 
days  to  New  Orleans ;  it  cannot  be  otherwise  but  that  it  must 
the  mail  and  a  vast  number  of  passengers.  From  examination, 
reports  of  intelligent  planters,  and  of  others  that  are  well  acquainted  wife 
the  country,  and  whose  testimony  is  of  weight,  it  is  ascertained  thUtkl 
country  below  Columbus,  in  Georgia,  and  Montgomery,  in  Alibni, 
through  which  and  to  which  the  railroad  must  be  made,  will  yield  fa 
160,000  to  200,000  bales  of  cotton  by  the  railroad.  Pensacola  is  i| 
nearest  port  of  export  to  all  this  region,  and  must  draw  to  it,  on 
of  the  cheapness  and  facility  of  export  from  its  harbor,  the  great 
of  the  cotton  of  this  region.  The  facts  stated  must  prove  that  the*] 
will  be  very  profitable,  provided  that  its  rrmstnirtion  does  not  cod 
great  a  sum  of  money.  On  this  point  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the; 
ident  of  the  railroad  company  is  himself  an  engineer  of  high  repnli 
He  has  examined  the  county  thoroughly ;  a  survey  of  it  was  mbl 
his  direction,  and  his  opinion  is  corroborated  by  that  of  Major  Mel 
another  engineer  of  high  reputation,  that  the  whole  road  can  be  fii 
with  all  the  material  for  transportation,  for  a  sum  less  than  (1 
Major  Graham  has  not  yet  made  his  report;  but  it  is  understood  tint  I 
opinion  will  coincide  with  the  others  mentioned.  These  facts  " 
proved,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  profits  of  the  road  will 
eight  per  cent,  per  annum  over  all  its  expenses. 
The  bank  being  able  to  earn  the  interest  on  the  whole  amount  flri 

E ended  until  the  completion  of  the  road,  when  the  latter  is  finished,  tig 
armonious  co-operation  of  the  two  companies  in  the  production  of  itif 
tional  capital  will  be  evident :  the  one  being  employed  in  bringing  <M| 
and  the  other  in  furnishing  means  to  purchase  cotton,  acting  ana  fltft 
ing  on  each  other,  furnish  both  with  constant  employment.  Their  M- 
tual  profits,  added  to  the  capital  of  the  bank  every  year,  must,  of  neeoity 
in  a  time  much  short  of  the  period  when  the  liabilities  of  the  bank  faA 
redemption  of  its  bonds  expires,  compound  it  to  an  extent  amply  snfficM 
to  redeem  them. 

We  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  requisition  of  the  charter,  we  tar 
taken  measures  and  shall  put  in  operation  a  branch  at  Marianna,  on  I 
by  the  1st  day  of  January  next 

We  also  shall,  by  the  same  date,  or  as  soon  after  it  as  possible,  estabUl 
a  branch  at  Appalachicola.  We  have  had  previously  to  this  time  l 
agency  at  that  place ;  but,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  a  portioaj 
its  citizens,  we  change  it  to  a  branch.  Each  of  these  branches  will  hi 
a  board  of  directors,  president,  and  cashier.  We  shall  endeavor  to  seh 
prudent  men  to  manage  these  branches,  so  that  ourselves  as  well  as  i 
community  will  be  benefited  equally.  We  hope  in  our  next  report 
give  also  the  report  of  the  railroad  company,  showing  that  the  whfi 
system  is  in  safe  and  harmonious  action. 

Herewith  is  furnished  the  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  at  ft 
date.    We  believe  it  to  be  in  good  and  safe  condition.    We  have  vt 
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ie  institution  was  established  to  this  time,  made  any  bad  debts,  or 
f  any  kind. 

WALTER  GREGORY,  President. 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Cashier. 
Excellency  John  H.  Eaton, 

Governor  o) 


I*n 


17* 


4 

o 


8P 

3   S 

§  § 

8- 

9   * 

•  •»  «»        •» 

■asw     s 


I    l 


•»  •  «       •» 

as*  s 


1 1 


5 


* 

IC-8  'I' 


a-'<s|| 


.a 


s 

El 

J*  .2 


g«rl 


PQCQPQCQPQCQ 


5S8S 
ggfj 

«,      m      m      m 

888" 


P 

01 


CO 


8 


8* 


iA 


I    I    I 


m° 


8 


175  C*«I 

'  op  Florida,  7 
f  Escambia,    ^ 

2-  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
e  county  aforesaid,  Walter.  Gregory,  president  of  the  Bank  of 
Bud  James  Catlin,  the  cashier  thereof,  and  made  oath  that  the 
ment  of  the  bank  aforesaid  is  true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowl- 


WALTER  GREGORY,  President, 
JAMES  CATLIN,  Cashier. 

before  me,  December  28, 1835. 

THOMAS  M.  BLOUNT. 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  Escambia  Go. 


Bank  of  Pensacola,  July  6, 1838. 

k:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  herein  a  semi-annual 
f  this  bank  for  the  six  months  ending  June  30, 1838.  The 
of  the  bank  during  the  term  have  been  quite  limited,  and 
rely  confined  to  advances  to  the  railroad,  and  to  collections  and 
f  paper.  Our  circulation  would  have  been  considerably  les- 
it  not  been  for  the  feet  that  the  interests  of  the  bank  and  rail- 
ed advances  to  keep  the  road  in  progress*  Our  present  policy 
fr  our  bills  as  fast  as  possibIerana  to  prepare  for  resumption 
BLjments  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  render  it  safe  and  expe- 
hope  that  time  is  not  for  distant 
Boh  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant* 

JAMES  CATLIN,  GasKer. 
K.  Call,  Governor  of  Florida. 

our  excellency  is  no  doubt  aware  of  the  great  ldsa~we  Kavt  sna- 
the death  of  our  worthy  president,  William  B.  Rochester,  Esq. 
Itorve,  that  Henry  Hyer,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  has  been  elected 
» this  bank  in  the  room  of  the  late  president 
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;Ips  of  contract  and  agreement  made  and  entered  into,  this  second 
December,  iu  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
irty-five,  by.and  between  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank 
tacola  of  the  one  part,  artf  William  H.  Chase,  agent  of  Thomas 
,  Samuel  Jaudon,  and  Elihu  Chauncey,  financial  agents  of  the 
ola  Association,  of  the  other  part : 

as,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Flori- 
ad  February  13,  1835,  and  approved  February  14,  1835,  entitled 
,  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  to  amend  the 
orpnraiing  said  bank,  and  for  other  purposes,"  it  is  provided,  among 
up,  "  that,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  bank  to  subscribe  for 
Rroct  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  railroad,  it  shall  be  au* 
lo  was  its  bonds,  payable  to  the  Territory  of  Florida,  for  a  sum 
■dine  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  bonds  for  the  sum  of  one 
i  dollars  each,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  an- 

a  ihc  du!e  thereof,  y^jJJl-  :  *u;u:ial!y,  at  suck  place  or  places 

te  United  Statei  or  the  Territory  of  Florida,  as  may  be  deemed 
cdient ;  and  which  bonds,  by  the  terms  of  the  charter  aforesaid,  are 
torsed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  attested  by 
dry  thereof,  under  the  seal  of  the  Territory,  and  then  to  be  deliver- 
iiud  bank  for  sale*/'  and,  whereas,  the  bank  has  issued  its  bonds  ac- 
j,  for  the  said  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  bonds  of  one 
[dollars  each,  which  said  bonds,  and  every  of  them,  have  been  en- 
id  attested  in  manner  and  form  as  prescribed  in  said  act  of  Council ; 
mas,  it  is  lurther  provided,  in  said  act  of  Council,  that  the  said 
11,  upon  certain  conditions,  therein  specified,  issue  like  bonds  to 
int  of  ten  bonds,  for  one  thousand  dollars  each,  for  each  mile  of 
oad  which  shall  be  constructed  and  finished,  to  be  endorsed  and 
n  like  manner  with  the  first-mentioned  bonds ;  and,  whereas,  the 
[has become  the  purchaser  of  said  railroad  stock,  and  has  issued 
for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  bonds  of  one 
i  dollars  each,  endorsed,  attested,  and  delivered,  in  terms  of  the 
and,  whereas,  in  prosecution  of  the  work  on  said  railroad,  the  bank 
■far  issue  other  bonds,  to  be  endorsed  and  attested  in  manner  and 
eiiied  in  said  act  of  Council ;  and,  whereas,  the  said  Thomas  Bid- 
id  Jaudon,  and  Elihu  Chauncey,  financial  agents  of  the  Pensa- 
Mktioo,  through  and  by  their  agont,  the  said  William  H.  Chase, 
M  to  become  the  purchasers  of  said  bonds :  Now  these  articles  of 
ind  agreement  witness  that  the  said  president  and  directors  of  the 
fansacola  covenant  and  agree,  on  their  part,  to  sell  and  dispose  of, 
'illiam  H.  Chase,  agent  for  said  Thomas  Biddle,  Samuel  Jaudon, 
a  Chauncey,  financial  agents  of  the  Pensacola  Association,  the  said 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  first  authorized  to  be  issued  by  the 
ancil  aforesaid,  upon  terms  and  stipulations  following,  to  wit :  the 
lid  bonds  shall  be  the  par  value  of  said  bonds,  and  the  purchase 
hall  be  absolute  and  final :  the  interest  on  said  bonds,  at  the  rate 
cent,  per  annum,  shall  be  paid  semi  annually  in  Philadelphia,  at 
of  Pennsylvania,  or  such  other  bank  as  may  be  hereafter  agreed 
e  said  bonds,  when  they  become  due  and  payable,  shall  be  paid  at 
hia,  and  the  delivery  of  them  to  the  party  of  the  second  part  shall 
with  the  execution  of  these  articles  of  agreement,  but 
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the  interest  thereon  shall  not  begin  to  accrue  until  payment  of  the 
made ;  and  the  said  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Ptonsacnl 
further  covenant  and  agree,  that  if,  at  any  time  hereafter,  they  should  i 
more  bonds,  in  terms  of  the  act  of  Couucil  aforesaid,  they  will  offer 
bonds  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  upon  the  same  terms  and  «i| 
tions  as  are  attached  to  the  sale  of  the  bonds  for  five  hundred  thousand 
lars,  now  issued  ar.d  sold  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  such 
shall  be  made  within  one  month  after  they  are  respectively  issued;  the 

President  and  directors  further  covenant  and  agree,  that  they  will  ah 
old  themselves  ready  bound  to  furnish  such  bonds  as  they  have  a) 
and  authority  to  issue,  upon  the  request  of  the  pirty  of  the  seeood 
Aud  the  said  William  H.  Chase,  agent  for  Thomas  Biddle,  Samuel  Ju 
and  Elihu  Chauncey,  financial  agents  of  the  Pensacola  Association,  i 
nants  and  agrees,  for  himself  and  for  his  constituents,  that  he  will  pi 
discharge  of  the  purchase  of  said  first  bonds  for  five  hundred  thousand 
lars,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  cash,  and  the  balao 
the  purchase-money,  in  sums  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  upoi 
completion  of  each  ten  miles  of  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  rail 
until  the  whole  purchase-money  be  fully  paid.  And  it  is  herebyagraedl 
and  between  the  parties  contracting,  that  the  future  payments  shall  III 
in  Pensacola,  or  New  Orleans,  or  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  option  of  lb 
ties  of  the  second  part,  upon  their  giving  notice  to  the  bank  of  one  m 
least  before  the  said  parties'  payment  shall  Income  due  and  payable  d 
place  of  payment,  whenever  New  Orleans  or  Philadelphia  shall  be  s4 
as  the  place  of  payment  And  it  is  further  covenanted  and  agreed,  b) 
party  of  the  second  part,  that  if  the  bank  should  hereafter  issue  othtf 
more  bonds,  and  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  should  not  becooi 
purchaser  of  said  bonds,  it  shall,  upon  the  request  of  the  party  of  till 
mrt,  endeavor  to  sell  and  dispose  of  said  bonds  in  the  United  States, ( 
Europe,  at  a  commission  not  exceeding  two  and  one-half  per  cent,  k 
is  further  agreed  and  covenanted  by  and  between  the  parties  of  the  firf 
and  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  that,  should  the  bank  issue  other  audi 
bonds,  at  any  time  hereafter,  in  terms  of  the  charter,  and  the  parts  • 
second  part  become  the  purchaser  of  the  same,  that  the  payment  otlfc 
terest  on  said  bonds  shall  be  made  in  the  mode,  and  in  the  places, hi 
after  specified  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  first  bonds  t* 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  final  payment  of  the  bonds  di 
made  at  Philadelphia  ;  the  purchase  money  for  the  said  bonds  herarf 
be  issued,-  shall  be  made  at  such  places,  and  in  such  sums,  as  shall  be 
after  agreed  to  by  the  parties. 

lu  testimony  whereof,  the  said  president  and  directors  of  the  ft 
Pensacola,  through  their  president,  Walter  Gregory,  and  the  said  W 
H.  Chase,  agent  for  Thomas  Biddle,  Samuel  jMidon,  and  Elihu  Chili 
financial  agents  of  the  Pensacola  Araociationj  have  hereunto  affiled 
settle,  and  subscribed  their  names,  at  Pensacola  aforesaid,  the  day  aoc 
above  written.  The  name  of  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  ot  Pensacola 
the  corporate  seal  of  said  bank,  being  also  affixed  as  further  attestal 
this  contract. 

[Done  in  duplicate.] 

It  is  hereby  agreed,  by  the  parties  hereto,  that  the  purchasers  of  ifc 
bonds  shall  have  the  right  of  specifying,  upon  the  face  of  each  hood,  al 


i 


177  [  447  } 

auk  in  Philadelphia  the  interest  on  said  bond  shall  be  payable,  upon  giv- 
gto  the  Bunk  of  Pensacola  thirty  days'  notice  nf such  spec  ificni ion. 

WALTER  GREGORY, 
President  of  the  Hunk  of  Pensacola. 
[seal]  JAMES  CATLIN,  Cashier. 

WxM.  H.  CHASE, 
Aeentfor  the  Financial  Agents  of  the  Pensacola  Association. 
Tfitnw: — J.  A.  Cameron. 

Bank  op  Pensacola,  April  3,  1840. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  articles  of  con- 
ntffc  the  sale  of  the  five  hundred  bonds  endorsed  by  the  Territory  of 
Qfaridt. 

JAMES  CATLIN,  Cashier. 


Tallahassee,  April  28, 1840. 

8n:  Since  concluding  my  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of 
tancola  and  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  railroad,  I  learned  that 
Taylor,  at  one  time  president  of  the  latter  corporation,  was  in  this 
[find, availing  myself  of  his  presence,  I  addressed  to  him  certain 
"ras  which,  with  his  reply,  are  herewith  enclosed. 

to  request  that  the  whole  may  be  appended  to  the  report  above 
ied9  as  tending  to  a  more  full  explanation  of  the  condition  of  the 
company. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient, 

WALKER  ANDERSON* 
Excellency  Robert  Raymond  Reid, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


Tallahassee,  April  27, 1840. 

tSm:  Your  long  connexion  with  the  Alabama,  Florida, and  Genr*. 

md,  and,  for  a  part  of  the  time,  as  president  of  the  company,  will 

>jou  to  add  some  additional  information  to  that  contained  in  the 

tof  the  report  whieh  1  now  hand  you.     I  accompany  k  with  certain 

toi  upon  specific  items  ;  your  reply  may  embrace  any  other  points 

tfceur  to  you  as  relevant  to  the  subject 

Your  very  obedient, 

WALKER  ANDERSON, 

Commissioner* 
B.  Taylor,  Esq. 

Questions  to  W.  B.  Taylor,  Esq. 

^•Specification  of  materials  purchased  for  the  Alabama,  Florida, and. 
^ia  railroad,  and  afterward  sold ;   amount  produced  by  the  sale  i 
sold;  and  for  what  purpose. 
\  Specification  of  materials  turned  over  to  the  Montgomery  railroad  fr 
woe  thereof,  as  consented  to  by  that  company. 
12 
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3.  Specification  of  materials  remaining  on  hand,  and  value  ther 
approximate). 

4.  Specification  of  work  finished,  and  approximate  value  thereof 
6.  By  what  authority  did  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  r 

subscribe  stock  in  the  Montgomery  railroad  ? 

6.  In  what  progress  or  what  condition  is  the  Montgomery  rai 
Have  the  other  stockholders  the  means  of  continuing  or  completinf 


Tallahassee,  April  27, 1 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  note  of  this  morning  is  before  me,  together  w 
sketch  of  the  report  and  series  of  questions  concerning  the  Alabama 
ida,  and  Georgia  railroad. 

As  to  questions  1st  and  2d,  iron  was  purchased  for  80  miles  of  nx 
ing2,500  tons  ;  spikes  to  the  value  of  about  $8,000. 

Timber  for  14  miles  of  superstructure,  including  that  for  the  bridj 
the  Escambia,  and  piles  and  square  timber  for  the  trestle-work,  4j 
of  the  river  swamp;  all  which  cost  $40,000. 

Two  locomotive  engines  and  tenders  ;  one  steam  pile-driver. 

The  iron  work  and  materials  for  100  burden  cars. 

Materials  and  furniture  for  12  passenger  cars,  five  of  which  are  fil 
complete ;  outfit  for  the  engineering  department,  including  all  nee 
camp  equipage,  instruments,  &c. 

Bricks,  granite,  and  timber  for  the  construction  of  car-houses,© 
houses,  and  workshop,  with  power-lathe,  tools,  &c,  for  latter. 

A  large  number  of  wagons,  carts,  wheelbarrows,  and  various  tool 
eral  flats  for  working  hand  pile-drivers,  fixtures  for  such  pile-driver 
may  be  enumerated  as  effective  material  laid  up  for  use  on  a  recomn 
ment  of  the  work. 

Out  of  the  foregoing  have  been  sold  : 

1,000  tons  of  iron  to  Montgomery  Railroad  Company,  at  $83  per 
ton  -  $ 

Spikes  to  the  amount  of 

Dnt-cars,  springs,  a  quantity  of  perishable  articles  belonging  to 
cars,  such  as  oilcloth  and  broadcloths,  and  other  articles  not 
distinctly  remembered,  estimated  at    - 


An  answer  to  5th  and  6th  questions  will  be  properly  in  place  hen 
object  in  changing  the  termination  to  Montgomery  instead  of  Cot 
was,  that  the  road  would  traverse  a  richer  country,  and  still  rai 
Chattahoochie  river,  by  connecting  with  the  Montgomery  railroad 
by  means  of  the  right  of  a  branch  to  Selma,  a  junction  can  be  forme 
the  Selma  and  Tennessee  Valley  railroad ;  while  a  saving  is  made : 
taitce  of  44  miles,  at  the  same  time  that  a  better  grade  is  obtained. 
»ute  as  located  to  Montgomery  is  156£  miles;  to  Columbus  it 
miles.  It  required  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  stockhoidem 
Montgomery  company  to  enter  the  town  of  Montgomery.  Thcyie 
the  subscription  to  their  stock  as  a  bonus  for  die  privilege,  agreeing 
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ire  payment  therefor  in  iron ;  hence  the  existing  arrangement  with 
tf  company,  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  the  stockholders  of  the  bank, 
d  consummated  by  the  directors  of  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia 
ilroad  Company,  as  appears  by  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings  at  the 
riod.  The  Montgomery  railroad  will  be  finished  and  in  operation  a  dis- 
ice  of  35  miles  in  May  next,  as  I  have  recently  learned  from  the  chief 
gjneer,  and  as  I  have  seen  stated  in  the  public  prints.  i 

One  thousand  one  hundred  tons,  or  thereabouts,  were  shipped  to  New 
oik  in  November,  1839,  to  be  sold,  to  pay  off  a  debt  of  $95,000,  con- 
Ktodto  enable  the  bank  to  resume  specie-payments  in  January,  1830L 
have  understood  that  the  iron  would,  by  the  terms  of  the  pending  nego- 
tfm  for  the  sale,  more  than  pay  the  debt.  On  this  subject  I  cannot  be 
ion  explicit,  having  been  absent  from  Pensacola  since  December  last, 
ad  not  being  informed  of  the  issue  of  the  sale. 

(he  hundred  tons  of  iron,  or  thereabouts,  have  been  sold  to  the  Talla- 
MMe  and  St.  Mark's  Railroad  Company.  The  amount  of  sale  is  about 
9JW0,  payable  in  specie  or  its  equivalent  The  deranged  state  of  th* 
meoey  has  as  yet  kept  back  the  payment 

ks  to  question  No.  3,  relative  to  materials  on  hand,  timber  as 

Jtoted $40,000 

hundred  tons  iron  .....       25,000 

(locomotive  engines  and  steam  pile-driver  -  -       19,000 

materials  complete  for  about  90  burden  cars,  at  $200  each       18,000 
ifwenger-cars,  finished,  or  nearly  so,  to  average  cost  $1,500 
^iieh;  put  at  $1,200  each       .....         6,000 

fdooging  to  engineer  department,  instruments,  camp  equipage, 
Jc.,aay        .......         8,000 

pfcnili  for  7  passenger-cars,  incomplete,  part  having  been 

'  rid  to  Montgomery  company,  estimated  at  $500  each  -         3,500 

bprtp  called  Woodbine,  consisting  of  saw -mill,  and  1,200 

tens  of  land  on  the  farther  side  of  Escambia,  intended  for  a 

fcph,and  to  furnish  timber  for  the  line  beyond  that  point   -         7,500 

pi  interest  in  the  Champion  may  be  put  at  $8,500;  for  which 

'    w»  the  company  hold  the  notes  of  solvent  individuals,  to 

■  *k»  the  boat  was  sold        ....  -         8,500' 

\  135.50Q 

>j*  the  above  should  be  added  the  probable  avails  of  the  1 ,000  tons  of 
MUto  New  York  for  sale  (say  $95,000),  and  for  which  sum  the  rail- 
company  is  entitled  to  credit  in  reduction  of  its  debt  to  the  Bank  of 
ok;  also  is  to  be  added  the  amount  to  be  received  from  the  Talla- 
Haiboad  Company. 
J*  itock  of  the  Montgomery  railroad  you  have  already  noted  as  assets^ 
y  to  the  miscellaneous  materials  before  enumerated,  I  can  only  remark 
*•  quantity  is  in  proportion  to  the  large  scale  of  the  operations  of  the 
*"~~  heretofore.    It  would  be  more  difficult  than  important  to  esti- 
4  they  are  worth.     As  they  are  not  perishable,  the  company  has 

r  A  *°  ^h  to  dispose  °f  them. 

t    **to  the  4th  inquiry,  viz :  the  amount  of  work  finished,  and  approxi- 

■  "lvalue: 
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The  final  location  has  been  made  to  Montgomery,  156}  miles.  Bet* 
Pensacola  and  Escambia  (10  miles)  the  grading  and  trestlework  are 
ished,  except  at  the  intervals  of  two  small  creeks ;  thence  across  the 
cambia  river  and  marsh  4}  miles.  The  timber  and  materials  have  I 
accumulated,  and  are  in  readiness  for  use.  Prom  the  farther  side  of 
Escambia  (after  the  first  mile,  which  is  of  heavy  grade,  and  yet  unfinis! 
6  miles  are  graded ;  thence  a  line  of  about  10  miles  occurs  of  natural  h 
scarcely  requiring  to  be  graded ;  thence  forward  to  the  Conecuh  r 
about  24  miles,  the  country  is  comparatively  level,  and  requires  but  I 
expenditure  in  grading.  I  deduce,  then,  that  equivalent  to  20  or  25 1 
is  graded,  in  reply  to  your  inquiry  upon  the  amount  of  work  done. 

To  all  those  whom  interest  in  the  work,  or  a  disposition  to  inves 
tion,  has  led  to  examine  the  character  of  the  route  and  the  profi 
survey,  the  calculations  and  conclusions  are  familiar :  that  the  obsfc 
heretofore  encountered,  and  in  a  great  measure  overcome,  have  beei 
finitely  greater  than  will  again  be  met  with  in  the  whole  route,  and 
at  a  comparatively  trifling  cost  the  remainder  of  the  line  to  the  Cod 
can  be  speedily  completed,  when  the  first-fruits  of  the  enterprise  wil 
realized ;  it  depends  upon  the  completion  of  the  work  no  farther  thi 
this  point,  to  answer  your  inquiry  as  to  the  "  approximate  value"  ci 
work  already  done;  and  I  therefore  state  it  is  scarce  admitting  of  i 
that  this  design  once  achieved,  the  work  will  begin  to  repay  all  thu 
been  expended  upon  it ;  and  its  farther  completion  to  Montgomery  wi 
amply  guarantied  by  the  influence  of  private  and  local  enterprise  an 
the  community  of  our  extensive,  fertile,  and  fast* populating  sectk 
Country,  which  begins  at  that  point,  who  look  with  the  deepest  inl 
to  the  completion  of  this  road.  It  was  began,  as  many  others  were 
time  of  flattering  prosperity,  and  was  discontinued,  as  many  others  \ 
at  a  time  of  sudden  adversity.  The  efforts  of  the  managers  and  ' 
Wishers  of  the  undertaking,  have  been  incessant  to  revive  it;  and  tb 
of  the  General  Government  by  a  grant  of  lands  has  been  invoked,  an 
subject  is  at  this  time  being  brought  to  the  attention  of  Congress  bj 
president  of  the  company,  now  at  Washington. 

In  reference  to  the  bonds  for  duties  on  the  iron,  to  which  you  adn 
your  report,  I  will  remark,  that  these  bonds  are  subject  to  cancellatM 
the  production  of  the  usual  certificates  that  the  iron  is  laid  down.  1 
will  be  the  case  with  that  sold  to  the  Montgomery  company  during 
next  month ;  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  secure  the  like  certificate 
ative  to  that  shipped  to  New  York. 

The  foregoing  statements  are  made  from  memory.  A  reference  te 
documents  and  records  of  the  company  would,  no  doubt,  suggest  M 
Others  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  your  inquiry. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  TAYW» 

Walker  Anderson,  Esq.,  Commissioner. 
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MESSAGE 


FROM 


HE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


IN  FURTHER  COMPLIANCE 


\€  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  bonds  issued  under  the 

onU/tority  of  the  Legislature  of  Florida. 


May  19, 1840. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  4 

to  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

MDmiraicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  off 
3m  Co  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing,  with  the  documents  accomr 
ing  it,  further  information  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the 
te  of  the  30th  of  December  last 

M.  VAN  BOREN. 
4SHINGTON,  May  18, 1840. 


Executive  Department,  May  7, 1840. 

*:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  of  Decem- 
1839,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  certain  other  information,  con- 

Bjof 

•  fceport  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  the  branches1  of 
Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company  at  Appalachicola  and 
iltteph. 

1  Report  of  the  Bank  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
t  Reports  of  the  bank  [Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Companyj 
'187,1839,  and  1840. 

I  Report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  the  Union  Bank 
pKy  at  St.  Joseph. 

I  Report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  the  Lake  Wimico 
■i  St  Joseph  Canal  and  Railroad  Company. 

I  have  still  other  information  which  will  speedily  be  communicated. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  # 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
Hon,  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States.  + 
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Report  upon  the  Appalachicola  branch  of  the  Southern  Life  In* 

Trust  Company  and  its  agencies  at  St  Joseph. 

The  undersigned  commissioners,  appointed  by  your  excelk 
amine  into  the  condition  of  the  agencies  of  the  Southern  Life 
and  Trust  Company  at  Appalachicola  and  St.  Joseph,  report: 

That  on  Saturday,  the  eleventh  of  April  instant,  they  org 
commission  at  Appalachicola  and  addressed  a  letter  to  George  I 
president  of  the  bank,  informing  him  that  they  were  prepare 
upon  a  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  upon  the  receipt  of  his 
same  day,  commenced  the  required  investigation  relative  to 
and  agency  above  mentioned. 

Though  Mr.  Field  is  now  president  of  the  institution,  and  h 
office  of  principal  cashier  from  the  time  it  commenced  operatioi 
the  circumstance  of  not  having  been  for  several  years  in  St 
where  the  present  bank  is  located  and  the  general  accounts 
branches  are  kept,  as  a  reason  for  not  being  able  to  answe 
many  questions  which  the  undersigned  deem  necessary  in  ai 
correct  knowledge  of  the  character  and  condition  of  the  institu 

The  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company  commei 
tions  in  St  Augustine  in  the  fall  of  1835 ;  the  directors  or  tn 
being  Lot  Clark,  Thomas  Douglass,  J.  S.  Smith,  S.  S.  Pe 
Downing,  Andrew  Anderson,  and  R.  R.  Reid,  of  Florida,  and 
Beers,  Walter  Bowne,  and  John  Delafield,  of  New  York.  Tl 
subscription  having  been  opened  at  St.  Augustine,  and  the  si 
received  by  the  commissioners  named  in  the  act  incorporate 
pany.  The  amount  subscribed  was  two  millions  of  dollars,  oi 
per  cent  was  paid  at  the  time :  the  Florida  stockholders  p 
and  those  in  New  York  and  the  north,  where  the  stock  was  m 
furnishing,  by  their  agents,  certificates  of  deposites  in  New  "! 
for  the  instalment  due  on  their  subscriptions.  During  the  moi 
gust,  September,  and  November,  1836,  a  further  call  of  fiftee 
was  made,  making  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which,  w 
instalment,  forms  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  present  p 
Jtal  of  the  bank,  to  which  attention  is  further  directed  herei 
December,  1836,  a  branch  was  established  at  Appalachicola 
superintendence  of  Mr.  George  Field,  the  cashier,  under  whos 
management  it  has  remained  until  this  time ;  and  shortly  tl 
office  was  established  at  St.  Joseph  under  charge  of  Mr.  C.  S. 
who  was  succeeded  by  the  present  superintendent  Mr.  James 
the  spring  of  1839  a  branch  was  established  at  Jacksonville,  E 
under  the  sole  management  of  Mr.  A.  M.  Reed,  and  about  the 
nary,  1840,  another  branch  was  established  at  Tallahassee,  wh 
aged  by  the  present  cashier  of  the  company,  Mr.  John  Willi 
board  of  directors  or  trustees  composed  of  Messrs.  T.  R.  Bel 
Branch,  William  Fisher,  Robert  Lyon,  and  Samuel  Reed.  Ir 
of  1839,  Mr.  Lot  Clark,  formerly  president  of  the  bank,  was  es 
New  York  as  an  agent  of  the  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  atter 
payment  or  negotiation  of  exchange  purchased  and  forwarded  1 
and  branches  in  Florida  and  the  payment  of  drafts  drawn  by 
payable  in  that  city,  but  the  commissioners  do  not  learn  from  i 
the  president  of  the  bank  that  its  funds  are  employed  by  M 
other  purposes. 
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to  a  provision  in  the  original  act  of  incorporation,  passed  in 
mpany,  during  the  past  summer,  issued  four  hundred  bonds 
and  dollars,  or  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  sterling 
g  five  per  cent  interest  and  payable  in  London  (where  the 
so  payable)  at  twenty-six  years  after  date.     The  whole  were 

Governor  R.  K.  Call,  in  conformity  to  the  act,  two  hundred 
r-four  about  the  20th  of  August  last  made,  and  one  hun- 
twenty-six  about  the  20th  December,  from  about  which 
certificates  bear  date.  Prior  to  this  endorsement,  the  commU* 
informed  that  mortgages  of  undoubted  security  for  the  full 
it  hundred  thousand  dollars)  were  placed  in  the  executive 
lahassee  as  a  guaranty  for  the  payment  of /the  certificates  ac- 
he conditions  specified.  One  hundred  and  fifty  of  them  are 
and  the  remainder  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  of  the  bank  in 
Lot  Clark ;  but  it  is  not  supposed  that  any  have  been  sold, 
y  specific  instructions  been  given  as  to  price  on  sale,  or  other 
i  employed  beside  the  officers  of  the  bank.  The  president 
the  value  of  these  certificates  in  the  American  and  European 
^he  capital  of  the  branch  at  Appalachicola  has  been  the  sum 
jnt-bank  at  St.  Augustine,  averaging  from  four  to  six  hundred 
rtlars,  and  moneys  borrowed  in  1837, 1838,  and  1839,  in  New 
ondon,  a  portion  of  which  remains  unpaid.  The  office  at  St 
»  no  account  with  the  parent  bank,  but  accounts  with  the 
ppalachicola,  with  which  its  business  and  profits  become  pe- 
erged.  The  profits  and  expenses  of  these  two  offices  during 
y  nave  been  in  operation  have  been  as  follows  : 

interest  received              ....  $19,043  66 

liscount 72,337  97 

exchange            .....  22.039  91 

Dther  profits        .....  43,389  83 


interest  paid       -            -  -  $6,520  38 

discount              -            -  -  4,722  35 

exchange            -            -  -  782  30 

m  other  profits   -             -  -  12,477  22 

general  expense  account  -  27,589  63 


156,821  37 


52,091  88 


Leaving  balance  of  profits  -  -     104,729  49 

>unt,  however,  will  be  diminished  hereafter  in  settling  the 
money  borrowed  in  England  by  the  charges  of  exchange  and 

k  has  regularly  paid  dividends  of  five  per  cent,  semi-annualhr, 
last,  which  was  four  per  cent. ;  the  dividends  due  in  Florida 
St.  Augustine,  and  those  due  to  northern  stockholders  at  the 
ink,  New  York,  where  a  transfer-book  has  been  kept  for  the 
Uion  of  sellers  and  buyers  of  the  stock. 

scribed  capital  of  the  bank,  as  herein-before  stated,  amounted 
o  two  millions  of  dollars ;  but  by  an  amendment  to  the  act  of 
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incorporation,  passed  in  February,  1838,  the  stockholders  were  permitted 
to  surrender  their  scrip,  and  take  certificates  of  full  stock;  a  measured 
which  the  present  president,  and  the  large  subscribers  generally,  are  u* 
derstood  to  have  taken  advantage ;  so  that  the  actual  capital  of  the  bad 
would  appear  to  be  the  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  before  mentions! 
nevertheless,  in  the  consolidated  statement  furnished  to  the  Legislature^ 
January,  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  put  down  to  $821,821.  U 
reply,  to  an  inquiry  respecting  the  manner  in  which  this  additional  amortl 
was  paid,  Mr.  Field,  the  president,  answered :  "  The  last  three  hnndnl 
and  odd  thousand  dollars  increase  of  capital  inquired  about  was  paidiri 
such  funds,  and  in  such  manner,  as  were  satisfactory  to  the  trustees,] 
cannot  now  designate ;"  and  to  the  direct  inquiry  whether  the  whole  d 
part  was  predicated  upon  property  mortgaged,  he  replied :  "  1  have  not 4 
means  ot  answering."  Upon  this  point,  therefore,  the  commissioners  aj 
only  add  that  they  would  be  gratified,  were  it  in  their  power,  to  repa 
more  specifically. 

The  bank  suspended  specie  payments  in  1837,  and  resumed  in  1S38 
tincc  which  specie  payments  have  been  continued;  but  payment  is  onl 
made  at  St  Augustine  (where  few  of  the  notes  are  issued),  except  fcrj 
trifling  amount  made  payable  in  Appalachicola.  Owing,  probably,  to  Aj 
unpopularity  of  the  institution  on  the  eastern  coast,  where  the  peonj 
during  the  past  year,  continued  to  "run  the  bank"  with  the  notes nl 
were  attempted  to  be  circulated  in  that  quarter,  her  circulation  was  surf 
at  the  time  of  the  second  suspension  of  the  southern  banks  in  1839.  fl 
the  1st  January,  1840,  the  circulation  of  all  the  offices,  as  per  prim 
statement,  amounted  to  only  $49,513;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Pwi 
dent,  it  does  not  now  amount  to  $100,000.  During  the  past  y&r,lh 
branch  at  Appalachicola  has  done  its  local  business  principally  in  the  j 
convertible  notes  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  running  them  in  paymef 
for  dues,  and  paying  them  out  again  on  discounts ;  and  thus  far  hash| 
the  amount  on  hand  so  small,  at  any  time,  that  no  arrangement  respectbQ 
it,  as  to  payment  by  the  Union  Bank  of  balance  or  interest,  has " 
made.  The  branch  has  also  drawn  drafts  on  the  north  for  Union 
notes ;  "  and  graduated  the  terms  by  our  own  convenience  and  the 
of  the  applicants  upon  our  consideration."  The  highest  rate  drawl 
is  understood  to  have  been  fifteen  percent.;  but  a  still  higher  rale 
been  refused.  For  its  own  notes,  the  bank  has  drawn  regularly,  it  fol 
30  to  90  days,  for  a  premium  of  two  per  cent. 

For  circumstances  before  mentioned,  a  list  of  the  stockholders,  tb 
commissioners  are  informed,  can  only  be  procured  at  St.  Augustine,* 
which  place  a  semi  annual  list  is  sent  from  New  York  twenty  days  brf* 
the  payment  of  a  dividend.  The  profits  of  the  offices  are  periodiciM 
transferred  to  the  parent- bank.  Such  transfers  from  Appalachicoh 
Bt  Joseph  have  been  as  follows : 

In  March,     1838 $22,781 1 

June,  1838 
January,  1839 
June,       1839 

"83,667  4 
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neaily  all  the  alleged  profits  made  up  to  this  time,  without  any  allow- 
«  for  bad  debts  or  other  contingencies.  Though  the  branch  has  been 
>peration  more  than  three  years,  we  have,  in  the  statement  furnished, 
sd  14th  April  instant,  the  whole  of  the  discounted  paper  set  down  un- 
<me  head,  and  in  one  line.  No  part  is  stated  as  bad  or  doubtful, 
m  protested,  and  none  overdue.  I u formation  that  all  is  considered 
d  is  by  no  means  sufficient;  and  to  learn  that  no  part  is  due  from  di- 
bn  or  trustees  is  rather  unimportant,  inasmuch  as,  until  within  a  few 
uthft,ftf  the  trustees  have  been  connected  with  the  parent- bank  at  St 
igmtine,  where  they  reside ;  and  there  have  never  been  any  trustees  or 
nil  connected  with  the  agencies  of  Appalachicola  and  St.  Joseph.  In 
iMement  furnished  to  Legislature,  January  1  1840,  stand  the  follow- 
r  ferns: 

ta  discounted    ......    $400,728  33 

Is  of  exchange  discounted  ....        67,351  23 


468.079  56 


I  the  statement  of  the  14th  April,  the  same  items  are  thus  expressed : 
Ipand  bills  discounted         ....        $439,282  47 

flle  notes,"  above  mentioned,  on  the  1st  of  January,  without  further 
~     >n,  may  be  considered  "  local  paper,"  of  which  Mr.  Field  says, 
to  query  E,  "  we  have  discounted  of  local  paper  very  little  during 
$r.w    This  avowal  naturally  leads  to  an  inquiry  as  to  how  much 
"notes  discounted"  have  been  paid,  and  how  much  remains  un- 
head;  for  should  it  appear  that  the  amount  remains  about  the 
▼hen  little  has  been  added  to  it  by  new  discounts,  there  would  be 
of  its  being  in  part,  at  least,  old  paper  that  the  debtors  are  not 
it  condition  to  pay.     If,  on  the  contrary,  the  amount  was  found 
sensibly  diminished,  while  the  total  of  a  notes  and  bills  discounted" 
about  the  same,  there  would  be  evidence  that  the  branch  had 
lands  from  the  more  legitimate  business  of  discounting  paper 
it  home  to  the  less  legitimate  but  more  profitable  business  of  dis- 
paper  payable  abroad.    The  practice  of  refusing  from  customers 
notes  made  payable  at  home,  and  compelling  them  to  draw 
« funds  in  distant  places,  which  gives  the  bank  a  commission 
'fciiiterest  in  the  first  instance,  and  probably  a  premium  afterward 
fesame  party  is  obliged  to  procure  distant  funds  to  meet  engage- 
unwisely  fixed  abroad,  has,  of  late  years,  been  a  common  resource 
t  profit  and  bank  tyranny,  from  charges  of  which  the  Southern 
Ihsur&nce  and  Trust  Company  has  not  been  exempted ;  and,  how- 
JWling  to  relieve  the  public  mind  from  this  impression,  the  com- 
i,  by  the  act  of  the  president  of  the  institution,  are  denied  the 

toqiury  into  the  nature  of  cotton  transactions  was  rendered  neces- 
^the  fact  that  the  public  has  witnessed  large  transactions  appa- 
Tcontrolled  by  the  branch  through  agents  or  speculators  not  standing 
Wgh  in  point  of  pecuniary  responsibility,  and  who.  as  they  could 
nothing  but  the  cotton  purchased  to  the  bank  in  event  of  loss,  would 
j^Me  to  make  up  the  deficiency  which,  during  the  past  year,  has 
1  in  the  sale.     While  the  president,  in  his  reply,  denies  the  truth 
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of  what  the  public  has  thought  itself  justified  in  believing,  he 
same  time  admits  a  charge,  often  and  gravely  made  of  late  years ; 
banks  of  issue,  namely,  that  of  interfering  with  the  regular  busi 
the  merchant.  Armed  with  corporate  privileges,  and  the  power  of; 
paper-money  in  payment  of  its  purchases,  the  branch  has,  it  a 
entered  the  market  as  the  competitor  of  the  merchant,  who  is  not; 
ized  to  manufacture  paper-money,  and  thus,  to  a  certain  extent,] 
olized  commissions  and  exchanges,  which  should  be  the  recomp 
private  talent,  devoted  to  the  legitimate  business  of  the  merchant 
president  informs  us  that  this  dealing  in  cotton  was  "  sought" 
part  of  the  bank.  This  is  certainly  a  perversion  of  the  act  of  the 
lative  Council,  and  is  a  course,  on  the  part  of  the  company,  very  I 
fulfilling  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  created.  It  could  nevi 
been  intended  by  the  Council  that  the  banking  institutions  of  tl 
ritory  should  enter  into  the  cotton-market.     Their  extensive  capiti 

{'oiued  with  their  controlling  influence  over  the  currency  at  any  pa 
ocality,  would  give  them  a  controlling  power  over  the  market  in 
alike  to  the  planter  and  the  merchant,  to  whom  such  dealings 
more  appropriate  business. 

Having  finished  such  preliminary  inquiries  as  were  necessary  i 
ving  at  a  knowledge  of  the  general  history  of  the  Southern  Life  In 
and  Trust  Company,  the  commissioners  requested  from  Mr.  Field 
mentofthe  affairs  of  the  branch  at  Appalachicola,  which' was  gi 
herewith  appended,  made  up  to  the  14th  instant.  The  items  gc 
Tequire  little  explanation  ;  though  it  may  be  noted  that  of  "  cash,' 
"  notes  of  other  solvent  banks,"  the  greater  part  is  in  bills  of  the 
Bank  ;  but  two  items — transactions  in  cotton,  and  notes  and  bi 
counted,  amounting  to  the  large  sum  of  $605,621  92,  required, 
opinions  of  the  commissioners,  a  thorough  investigation  before  the 
enable  your  excellency  to  respond  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senali 
United  States  so  far  as  concerns  the  "  condition"  of  a  bank  ha» 
use  of  bonds  nominally  issued  upon  the  faith  of  the  Territory,  II 
far  it  is  fulfilling  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  created.  We  shod 
been  gratified  to  have  had  it  in  our  power  to  make  a  more  specific 
of  the  condition  of  this  branch  of  the  company  than  we  are  abb 
owing  to  this  refusal,  on  the  part  of  the  president  of  the  company, 
mit  a  list  of  notes  and  bills  discounted  to  our  examination. 

The  cause  assigned  by  him  is,  that  to  furnish  a  list  of  these  19 
would  be  incompatible  with  "  good  faith"  to  the  customers  of  tb 
and  "  commercial  honor." 

We  were  not  prepared  to  expect  any  thing  of  this  kind,  as  I 
banking  institution  in  the  Territory  had  furnished  such  a  list  i 
any  objection,  and  more  especially  as  the  act  of  the  Legislature 
which  the  company  claims  to  exercise  all  its  functions,  provide 
examination  of  the  most  thorough  nature  into  its  affairs.  Havings 
the  act  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  exercised  banking  pi 
under  its  conditions,  we  had  no  right  to  anticipate  that  an  inquir 
in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  these  conditions,  and  involvinj 
searching  scrutiny  than  as  provided  for  in  the  act,  would  be  refi 
the  ground  that  it  was  incompatible  with  "  good  faith  and  con 
honor." 

The  information  sought  for  was  certainly  necessary  to  enaW 
form  and  communicate  to  your  excellency  a  reasonably  accurate 
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condition"  of  the  company — a  matter  of  importance  to  the  com- 
who  may  hold  its  obligations,  and  to  the  foreign  stockholders, 
!h  is  also  the  principal  object  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate. 
legislative  Council  had  foreseen  that  occasions  might  arise  when 
ic  interests  would  require  a  strict  and  scrutinizing  examination 
mpany.  Accordingly,  we  find,  in  the  16th  and  17th  sections 
rt  which   established  the  company,  that  provision  is  made  for 

*  a  full  and  thorough  investigation  of  the  affairs  and  manage- 
he  company,  and  in  relation  to  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
I  affairs  are  managed,  the  prudence  and  safety  of  its  investments, 
ity  afforded  to  those  by  whom  the  engagements  are  held,"  and, 
, u  all  the  affairs  of  the  same." 

rds  could  more  fully  confer  a  power  to  institute  the  most  minute 
ind  the  Legislative  Council,  as  well  as  the  stockholders,  must 
ight  that  an  occasion  might  arise  when  both  the  public  good  and 
st  of  the  stockholders  might  render  necessary  such  inquiry,  with- 
riolation  of  "  good  faith  and  commercial  honor." 
1  not  deem  it  irrelevant  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
i  requires  the  ascertainment  of  how  the  banking  corporations  of 
tory  had  fulfilled  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  created,  to  in- 
iny  difference  was  made  in  selling  exchange  between  the  bills  of 
lany  and  those  of  other  banks  of  the  Territory :  we  were  in- 
hat  a  difference  was  made,  and  that  when  notes  of  the  Union 
re  made  the  medium  of  payment,  the  sale  of  exchange  varied 
i  15  per  cent,  which  valuation  depended  on  convenience  and  the 
'  the  applicants  to  the  consideration  of  the  company.  We  make 
lent  on  this  exhibit  of  the  value  set  by  one  of  the  banking  insti- 
f  the  country  upon  the  bills  of  another,  but  the  fact  may  aid  the 
f  the  United  States  in  forming  a  judgment  as  to  how  far  they  have 
lie  objects  of  their  creation. 

*  not  come  strictly  within  the  purview  of  our  commission,  but  we 
efrain  from  calling  the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  the  fact 
principle  adopted  of  ranging  the  rate  of  exchange  when  payment 
n  the  aepreciated  notes  of  another  bank,  according  to  the  u  claims" 
pplicant  to  the  "consideration"  of  a  banking  company,  affords  a 
sat  mode  of  rewarding  friends  and  punishing  opponents. 

Uiip  may  be  rewarded,  and  opposition  conciliated,  by  a  rate  of 
it,  while  15  or  20  per  cent,  may  be  exacted  from  those  who  may 
t  earned  a  claim  on  the  consideration  of  the  bank. 
office  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  at 
rfi,  being  merely  a  dependancy  of  the  branch  at  Appalachicola, 
oissioners  transmit  a  statement  of  its  affairs  made  up  to  the  14th 
t  their  request,  and  add  no  comment.  All  the  written  communi- 
iat  were  received  from  the  president  of  the  bank,  are  also,  here- 
ismittcd.  It  is  due  to  the  branch  at  Appalachicola  to  state  that 
hare  been  so  conducted  as  to  enable  it,  at  all  times,  to  redeem 
of  the  bank  by  northern  exchange,  at  what  may  be  considered 
ble  rate  in  comparison  with  the  rates  charged  by  other  banks  in 
tory.  K.  R.  GIBSON,  Chairman, 

GABRIEL  J.  FLOYD, 
HIRAM  MANLY. 
t'y  Robert  Raymond  Reid, 

Governor  of  the  Territory  q) 
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No.  1. 

Appalachicola,  April  11,18 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Hon.  1 
R.  Reid,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  in  pursuance  of  the  « 
ity  invested  in  him  by  a  certain  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  I 
States,  communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  State  (a  copy  of  which 
ments  accompanies  this),  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  you  4 
are  ready  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  state  of  the  Appahd 
Branch  of  the  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company.  We  also  wish  ft 
from  you,  as  president  of  the  company,  such  other  information  at  I 
useful  and  necessary  to  advance  the  objects  of  the  resolution 
Senate  of  the  United  States  referred  to. 

We  have  appointed  T.  S.  Brown  secretary  of  the  commissioi 
request  you  will  allow  him  to  make  such  preliminary  inquiries 
enable  us  with  most  ease  to  you  and  to  ourselves  to  make  the  re 
examination. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient  servants, 

E.  R.  GIBSON,  Chain 
G.  J.  FLOYD, 
HIRAM  MANLY. 
George  Field,  Esq., 

President  of  tfic  Southern  Life  Insurance 

and  Trust  Company,  Appalachicola. 


No.  2. 


Saturday,  April  11, 1840, 

Half  past  3  o'clock,  I 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  tfaj 
just  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Crook,  by  the  direction  of  the  conifljfi 
enclose  to  you  a  series  of  questions  marked  A,  B,  C,  to  which  «t| 
answers  as  soon  as  your  convenience  and  indisposition  will  peak 
furnish  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient, 

E.  R.  GIBSON,  Chairman  of  Comm 
George  Field,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance 

and  Trust  Company,  Appalachicola. 


No.  3. 
Query  A. 

1.  Amount  of  bonds  issued  and  endorsed  by  the  Go  vernal 
Territory  ? 

2.  Date  of  the  bonds  ? 

3.  When  endorsed  ? 

4.  Name  of  the  governor  who  endorsed?  * 

5.  Amount  disposed  of  ? 

6.  At  what  time? 

7.  At  what  place  7 
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as  the  agent  employed  to  effect  sale  ? 

in  were  they  sold  ? 

;  price? 

it  funds  ? 

ras  payment  made  ? 

ras  it  made  ? 

ire  the  honds  made  payable  (and  the  interest)  ? 

o  they  become  due  ? 

of  the  bonds  unsold?  if  so,  where,  and  by  whom  held,  and 

ns  as  to  sale  ? 

t  of  bonds  sold  how  appropriated? 

$  the  present  value  of  those  bonds  in  the  American  and 

Lets  ? 

a  copy  or  fac  simile  of  the  bonds. 


No.  4. 
Query  B. 

the  original  subscribers  or  stockholders  residence — time  of 

lumber  of  shares — how  much  paid — in  what  funds? 

i  were  the  subscriptions  received — and  at  what  place  ? 

it  of  the  stockholders  on  the  1st  of  January  in  each  year, 

the  bank  commenced — their  residence — number  of  shares 

-and  amount  paid  upon  such  stock — and  how  paid  ? 

■e  the  directors  and  oflhers  of  the  bnnk  during  each  year? 

sneics  or  branches  have  been  established — with  the  names 

»  and  officers  of  each  ? 

of  interest,  discount,  and  commission,  received  by  the  bank 

in  each  year,  stated  under  separate  heads ;  also,  amount  of 

of  interest  and  exchange  paid  in  each  year? 
•account  of  the  bank  and  branches  for  each  year? 


No.  5. 

Query  C. 

time  did  the  bank  commence  operations  ? 

lount  of  capital  was  then  paid  up,  and  of  what  funds  was  it 

lount  of  dividends  has  been  paid  in  each  year? 

lary  has  been  allowed  the  president  of  the  bank  for  each 

re  been  any  forfeitures  of  stock  since  the  bank  commenced 

d  the  bank  suspend  specie  payments,  and  when  did  it  re- 
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No.  6. 
Query  D. 

1.  Amount  of  interest,  discount,  exchange,  and  commission,  n 
by  the  office  here  in  each  year,  under  separate  heads ;  also,  amo 
other  profits  ? 

2.  Amount  of  interest,  exchange,  &c,  paid  in  each  year? 

3.  Expense-account  of  each  year? 

4.  In  what  manner  have  stockholders  in  this  place  paid  their  D 
what  is  the  condition  of  the  subscription  ? 

5.  Has  not  the  bank  an  agency  in  New  York  ?  if  so,  state  the  ! 
in  which  it  was  established. 

6.  Statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  at  this  place  up  to  tl 
(April  13, 1840). 


No.  7. 
Query  E. 


1.  Does  the  bank  here  redeem  its  notes,  or  any  of  them,  in  Bf 
not,  in  what  manner  does  it  redeem  its  liabilities? 

2.  What  amount  of  exchange  has  been  bought,  and  what  amoa 
by  the  branches  during  the  past  twelve  months? 

3.  Does  the  branch  receive  the  Union  Bank  notes  in  paymei 
dues? 

4.  At  what  rate,  and  on  what  conditions,  do  you  receive,  or  hi 
received,  Union  Bank  notes  in  payment  of  exchange? 

6.  Has  the  bank  made  loans  in  Union  Bank  notes ;  if  so,  on  wk 
ditions,  and  what  conditions  of  payment? 

6.  Have  you  any  arrangement  with  the  Union  Bank  or  its  bran 
regard  to  receiving  its  notes? 

7.  When  was  the  last  $321,821  of  the  capital  stock  paid,  whtffcj 
what  funds  ? 

8.  Who  were  the  appraisers  of  property  in  Appal achicola? 

9.  At  what  rate  have  you  drawn  exchange  during  the  past  yetf  I 
own  notes,  and  what  is  the  present  rate? 


No.  8. 


Appalachicola,  Friday  noon,  April  17, 1 

Sir  :  As  a  conclusion  to  our  examination  I  send  you  some  qui 
the  paper  marked  P ;  and  we  wish  at  the  same  time  a  list  of  the  hi 
notes  discounted  for  the  $439,282  contained  in  your  statement  fit 
us  this  morning,  together  with  the  names  of  the  drawers  and  ac< 
promisers  and  endorsers,  on  the  same,  with  the  dates,  and  tune  of  i 
to  maturity. 

I  am,  your  very  obedient, 

E.  R.  GJBS0R 
Chairman  of  Cbm*m 
George  Field,  Esq., 

President  Southern  Life  Ins.  and  Trust  Co.,  Appalachimku 
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No.  9. 

Query  F. 

he  Office  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  TYust  Compa- 
ny, Appalachicola. 

bank  advanced  money  to  any  person  to  purchase  cotton  ? 

it  conditions  was  it  furnished? 

■  bank  any  demands,  in  the  shape  of  reclamations,  for  such 

f  so,  what  amount  ? 

portion  of  such  claim  considered  bad  or  doubtful?  If  so, 
? 

• 

persons,  or  any  of  them,  to  whom  such  advances  are  made, 
5  enabled,  in  case  of  loss  on  the  cotton,  to  repay  the  same? 
bank  employed  agents  to  purchase  cotton?    If  so,  to  what 
n  what  conditions? 
>u  ever,  at  this  branch,  redeemed  your  notes,  at  a  discount, 

funds  of  the  bank,  or  any  portion  of  them,  employed  by  the 
York  in  purchasing  bills  of  exchange,  purchasing  notes,  or 
purpose  than  paying  the  drafts  drawn  on  him  by  the  bank 
mt  branches  ?  If  so,  is  it  on  his  own  account,  or  for  the  in- 
>ank? 

art  of  the  increase  of  capital  stock,  of  which  inquiries  were 
y  E,  question  No.  7,  predicated  upon  property  mortgaged? 
nount  is  so  predicated  ? 


No.  10.. 

St.  Joseph,  April  18, 1840. 

rsuance  of  a  certain  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
py  herewith),  the  undersigned  commissioners,  appointed  in 
said  resolution  by  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
you  will,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  furnish  a  general 
lie  affairs  and  condition  of  the  agency  of  the  Southern  Life 
i  Trust  Company  at  this  place. 
Respectfully, 

E.  R.  GIBSON,  Chairman, 
G.  J.  FLOYD, 
HIRAM  MANLY. 
Vf  Agent  of  South.  Life 

Ins.  and  Trust  Co.,  St.  Joseph. 


No.  11. 

St.  Joseph,  April  18, 1840. 

letter  of  last  evening,  declining  to  furnish  a  list  of  bills, 
10  Just  been  laid  before  the  commissioners.  We  had  no  rea- 
,  that  any  obligation  to  comply  with  our  request  could  arise 
ion,  on  your  part,  that  so  to  do  would  be  inconsistent  with 
>r  commercial  honor,'9  as  expressed  in  your  letter. 
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We  could  not  well  expert  anything  of  the  kind  when  we  called  to  mi 
that  you  had  a  precedent  in  the  Pensacola  Bank,  which,  to  a  similar  a 
mission,  furnished  a  similar  list  without  the  slightest  objection;  still  I 
reason  had  we  to  expect  such  objections  on  your  part  when  we  allien 
that,  in  the  most  commercial  State  of  the  Union  (New  York),  with  wb 
laws  and  practices,  in  relation  to  banking,  you  must  be  so  well  acqnd 
ed,  inquiries  still  more  particular  can  be  made  at  any  time  wilhottl 
one  supposing  that  such  inquiries  involve  a  violation  of  "  good  ttl 
commercial  honor,"  and  least  of  all,  when  we  find  the  act  of  theld 
lative  Council,  prescribing  the  rules  and  regulations  under  which  then 
pany  exercises  all  its  functions,  actually  provides  for  making  "a Mi 
thorough  investigation  into  the  affairs  and  management  of  the  coop! 
and  in  relation  to  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  its  affairs  ml 
aged ;  the  prudence  and  safety  of  the  investments ;  the  security  affixM 
those  by  whom  its  engagements  are  held ;  to  inspect  the  books  and  I 
utes  of  proceedings  of  the  board  of  trustees,  to  ascertain  theamonri 
deposites,  &c,  and  all  other  affairs  of  the  same." 

These  comprehensive  terms  certainly  provide  for  a  more  searching 
amination  into  the  state  of  the  company  than  is  involved  in  thecal! 
list  of  the  bills  and  notes. 

The  stockholders,  in  subscribing  for  stock,  did  it  the  morewiffinl 
from  relying  on  the  protection  afforded  to  their  interests  by  the  exaai 
tion  contemplated  in  the  extract  made  above;  and  the  drawers,  &&,d 
of  the  bills  and  notes,  knowing  all  along  that  the  affairs  of  the  conpl 
were  subject  to  such  examination,  can  surely  have  no  just  ground  offlj 
plaint  that,  in  furnishing  the  list  required,  the  company  would  rid 
either  "good  faith  or  commercial  honor."  i 

The  objection  is  based  on  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  made;  and 
similar  inquiry,  and  others  of  a  still  more  searching  nature,  are 
tionably  provided  for  in  the  act  of  the  council  referred  to,  it  docs 
us  that  it  would  be  less  a  violation  of  "  good  faith  and  commercial 
to  furnish  the  list  called  for  than,  once  having  accepted  the  coi 
which  the  company  was  authorized  to  act,  then  to  refuse  a 
with  those  conditions  on  the  ground  assumed. 

As  to  whether  the  information  sought  is  "  necessary  to  enable  tte 
stituted  authorities  of  the  Territory  to  respond  to  the  resolution 
United  States  Senate,"  or  whether  such  inquiry  was  or  was  not 
plated  by  these  resolutions,  we  must  exercise  our  own  judgment 
resolution  of  the  Senate  requires  information  relative  to  the  condiWI 
the  various  banks,  &c.  That  condition  can  be  perfectly  and  compM 
ascertained  only  by  inquiry,  instituted  under  the  spirit  of  the  pewW 
for  the  examination  of  the  affairs  of  the  company,  contained  in  thai 
and  17th  sections  of  the  act  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

When  we  find  such  ample  provision  made  in  the  act  for  the  moatacai 
ing  scrutiny  into  the  affairs  of  the  company,  we  must  report  arcfo* 
a  list  of  "  bills  and  notes"  belonging  to  the  company.  None  can  d4 
that  some  knowledge  relative  to  them,  is  indispensable  to  the  forming  ^ 
accurate  opinion  of  the  condition  of  any  banking  institution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient, 

E.  R.  GIBSON, 
Chairman  of 

G.  Field,  Esq.,  PresH  of  South.  Life 

Ins.  and  Trust  Co.,  AppalacMcola. 
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A. 

Southbrn  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Compant, 

Appalachicola  Braneh9  April  11, 1840. 

Sit:  I  have  received  your  note  of  this  date,  with  copy  of  resolution  of 
to  United  States  Senate,  and  letter  of  the  Secretary  or  State  of  the  Uni- 
tod  ffatoi  transmitting  the  same  to  the  Governor  of  Florida. 

My  Ohms,  added  to  the  necessity  of  exerting  the  little  strength  I  have 
fctatatitt  some  pressing  letters  for  to-day's  (Saturday's)  mail,  will  not 
tint  rf  devoting  much  attention  this  afternoon  to  the  subject  of  your 
(MaoKation* 

'  Tbtfay  efforts  to  further  what  seems  to  me  the  only  legitimate  and 
fnperrijeet  of  the  resolution  may  not  be  misdirected,  I  desire  you,  if 
Mmmt,  to  furnish  me  with  list  of  the  items  of  information  you  seek. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  FIELD, 
President  IS.  L.  Ins.  and  Trust  Co. 
B.I  Gibson,  Esq.,  Chairman  of 

Investigating  Cotnmtttee,  tyc. 


B. 

Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company, 

Appalachicola  Branchy  Monday,  April  13,  1840. 

M> 1  duly  received  your  favor  of  Saturday  evening,  with  sundry  in- 
tones.   Answers  to  those  under  the  head  of  query  A  I  have  pro- 
ud herewith  send  them.  The  circumstances  of  the  case,  you  will 
neither  require  nor  admitted  of  answers  to  each  of  the  nineteen 
ies.    I  am  proceeding  with  answers  to  questions  under  query 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  FIELD, 
„.  President  &  L.  Ins.  and  Trust  Co. 

« &L Gibson,  Esq., 
K  Chair/nan,  fyc. 


C. 
Answers  to  interrogatories  under  query  A. 

Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  . 

Appalachicola  Branchy  April  13, 1840. 

The  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  as  authorized  by 

k  doner,  issued,  during  the  year  1839, 400  certificates  of  .£225  sterling 

tef  fljOOO)  each,  payable  in  London  26  years  after  date  (these  certii- 

ft  wore  endorsed  by  R.  K.  Call,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Florida)  -,  274  about 

ittth  of  August  last,  and  126  on  or  about  the  times  which  it  is  pw* 

13 
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mimed  the  certificates  bear  date.  Prior  to  the  endorsement  by 
or,  mortgages  to  the  amount  of  $400,000,  belonging  to  the  c 
ken  as  security  for  loans,  were  placed  in  the  Executive  office  i 
lory,  as  contemplated  by  the  charter.  These  mortgages  a: 
instance,  the  first  lien  upon  real  estate  and  negroes  (genei 
mer) ;  which  property,  so  covered  by  the  mortgages,  was,  in  e% 
judged,  by  competent  persona  on  oath,  to  be  worth  in  cash  at 
the  amount  of  the  loan. 

None  of  the  above  certificates  have  as  yet  been  sold,  so 
known  to  the  undersigned ;  though  a  partial  contract,  which 
would  result  in  their  sale,  was  made  early  last  season.  One  ] 
fifty  of  the  certificates  are  in  London,  and  the  residue  in  Nei 
our  agent  Lot  Clark,  Esq.  No  specific  instructions  as  to  the 
Ivave  been  given  ;  nor  has  any  agent  been  specially  commissi 
pnrpose,  other  than  the  officers  of  the  company.  The  tind 
no  definite  idea  as  to  the  present  value  of  these  certificates  in  c 
Europe  or  this  country ;  the  value  of  such  securities  is,  as  it 
be,  regulated  by  the  confidence  of  capitalists  in  the  solven 
feith  of  the  parties  responsible  upon  them.  A  copy  of  one  o 
cates  is  hereto  attached  ;  the  undersigned  cannot  give  a  fee 
has  none  at  hand. 

GEORGE  FIELD, 

"  Certificate  for  one  thousand  dollars,  or  two  hundred  and 
pounds  sterling,  under  the  guarantee  of  the  Governmen 
with  a  permanent  and  accumulating  sinking-fund  for  its  re 

"  This  is  to  certify,  that  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and 

Cry  have  received  one  thousand  dollars,  and  that  they  promi 
ndon,  at  the  banking  house  of  Messrs.  ,  to  the  1 

certificate,  two  hundred  and  twenty -five  pounds  sterling,  at  tl 
ijf  twenty-six  years  from  this  date  (the  said  certificate  not 
previously  redeemed)  with  interest  on  the  said  sum  at  the  ra 
cent  per  annum,  that  is  to  say  £5  12s.  6d.  on  the  first  c 
JlS  12*.  W.  on  the  first  of  October  of  each  year,  on  present? 
livery  of  the  proper  coupon  hereunto  annexed,  and  the  Gove] 
ida,  by  a  declaration  on  the  present  certificate,  will  pledge  th< 
Government  for  its  due  payment,  according  to  an  act  of  the 
passed  the  14th  February,  1835. 

"  Now,  be  it  known,  that  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and 
pany  have  invested  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  their  caj 
and  mortgages,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent 
the  said  mortgages  being  on  property  at  least  double  the  vali 
vances  made  thereon,  respectively,  by  the  said  company ;  i 
pany  have  pledged  the  said  bonds  and  mortgages  to  the  Gc 
security  f&  their  guarantee  of  the  company's  certificate  (of 
cification  is  annexed)  amounting  to  four  hundred  thousan 
ninety' thousand  pounds  sterling. 

"  The  bonds  and  mortgages  before  mentioned,  amounting 
"  thensqnd  dollars,  specially  pledged  to  the  Governmen 
the  security  of  the  present  loa?,  will  he  exchanged  fton* 
fl».th»  same  are  collao ted,  and  as  the  mousy  received  is  sbam 
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o  law,  in  similar  securities;  and  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and 
A  Company  of  Florida,  do  hereby  engage  to  remit  to  Messrs. 
,theuents  of  the  loan  in  London,  the  whole  of  the  yearly  interest 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  become  due,  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent  per 
im,on  the  said  bonds  and  mortgages,  such  remittances  to  be  applied, 
le  first  instance,  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  present  and 
r  certificates  (of  which  a  specification  is  annexed),  and  the  residue 
permanent  and  accumulating  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the 
s.  The  dividends  on  the  sterling  certificates  redeemed,  as  well  as 
abovmentioned  annual  appropriation  from  the  interest  of  the  said 
is  tod  mortgages,  to  be  applied,  each  year,  to  the  purchase  of  certifi- 
i  in  open  market,  when  the  price  is  at  or  under  par:  when  the  price 
•*  arid  certificates  is  above  par,  then  the  agents  of  the  loan  in  Lorir 
sw  to  render  to  the  holders  thereof  the  amount,  at  the  rate  of  one 
tod  pounds  sterling  stock  (money  for  one  hundred  pounds  sterling 
)?  and  it  shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  holders  of  the  lowest  numbers 
e  certificates  in  circulation,  beginning  at  number  one,  to  receive  pay- 
i  thereof  at  the  same  rate ;  public  announcement  of  such  tendex 
igbeen  made  in  one  or  more  of  the  daily  London  newspapers,  anp 
entofsuch  certificates  not  having  been  claimed,  the  interest  thereon, 
queotiy  accruing,  will  not  be  considered  due,  and  payment  of  the 
nil  cease;  and  the  capital  of  such  certificate,  and  the  interest  whicl} 
bre  accrued  thereon,  previous  to  the  public  tender  of  payment 
Motioned,  shall  be  invested  by  the  agents  of  the  loan  in  exchange 
to  be  handed  over  to  the  holders  of  the  said  certificates ;  when  the 
*k  delivered  up  for  payment,  and  when  the  coupons,  for  interest  not 
we  returned  to  the  said  agents,  as  the  said  sterling  certificates  are 
Wed,  the  same  arc  to  be  cancelled  and  deposited  in  the  Banfc  of 
od.  If  any  of  them  shall  remain  in  circulation  at  the  expiration  of 
Mi  years  from  this  date,  as  before  stated,  the  same  will  be  paid  off 
on  presentation  to  the  agency  of  the  loan  in  London, 
psyment  shall  not  be  claimed  after  public  announcement  as  afore- 
k  amount  is  to  be  invested  in  exchange  bills,  and  the  said  bills  arp 
bposited  in  the  Bank  of  England,  or  otherwise,  according  to  Ja% 
Kflefit  of  the  holders  of  such  unclaimed  sterling  certificates,  so  ap 
we  the  company  from  all  legal  responsibility,  either  in  respect  tp 
leniment  of  Florida,  or  the  holders  of  the  said  sterling  certificate??, 
amove  all  lien  on  the  bonds  and  mortgages  before  mentioned,  op 
(of  the  said  loan  or  certificates. 

tegs  the  seal  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  &  Trust  Company, 
signatures  of  the  president  and  secretary  thereof. 
ie  at  St  Augustine,  tfiis  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1839. 

"  Secretary.  "  President. 

ifif^tion  No.  1  to  400  (four  hundred  certificates  of  one  thousand 
r  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  sterling  each),  issued  by 
l^sjn  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  and  guarantied  frjr  We 

ieflt  of  Florida-" 
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n. 

■ 

SmrrwFw  T.tff!  Tks.  xvn  Terror  Oct.. 
branch  at  Appalachicola,  April  13, 18flL| 

Sia  :   I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  enclose  you  answers  to  intenogjtio4| 
headed  queries  B  and  C. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  FIELD,  PrmU. 
E.  R.  Gibson,  Esq.,  Chairman,  fyc. 


E, 
Answers  to  the  interrogatories  under  queries  B  and  C* 

The  commissioners  to  receive  subscriptions  to  the  original 
Lot  Clark,  Robert  Raymond  Reid,  and  Thomas  Doaglass.     None 
bodes  connected  with  the  original  subscription  to  stock  of  this 
or  transfers  of  the  same,  have  ever  been  kept,  except  at  the  St  Ai 
office,  and  at  the  Phenix  Bank,  New  York,  where  the  stock 
northern  stockholders  is  transferable,  and  where,  also,  this  class 
ceived  their  dividends.  The  undersigned  cannot,  therefore,  arrive  It < 
a  list  of  the  original  subscribers,  or  ofthose  who  have  subsequently 
stockholders.    He  has  but  lately  been  chosen  president  of  the 
and  although  he  has  held  the  office  of  cashier  of  the  company 
first  organization  in  November,  1835,  he  has  not,  since  that  period, 
it  practicable  to  visit  St  Augustine.    The  business  of  the  company 
bas  been  managed  by  a  majority  of  the  board  of  trustees  resident  j 
fhe  first  president,  Lot  Clark,  Esq.,  his  successor,  Doctor  Andlfev  " 
6on,  and  assistant  cashiers  Reed  and  Lee ;  but  the  undersigned 
means  at  hand  of  giving,  in  detail,  answers  to  the  first  four  ill 
lories  under  query  B;    this  information  can  only  be  obtained^ 
Augustine.    It  is  believed  the  first  directors  were  Lot  Clark,  § 
Douglass,  S.  S.  Peck,  Charles  Downing,  Andrew  Anderson,  Row 
mond  Reid,  Jos.  D.  Boers,  Walter  Bowne,  and  John  Delafield.  ■ 

Juently,  A.  M.  Reed,  Lot  Clark,  Thomas  Douglass,  J.  L.  Smith**? 
>eck,  Andrew  Anderson,  George  Field,  P.  S.  Smith,  D.  L.  Clinch 
another  not  recollected,  were  chosen  directors. 

The  present  president  and  directors  ate  Thomas  Douglass,  A.  K 
J.  L.  Smith,  Peter  S.  Smith,  George  Pi«ld,  Turbot  R.  Billon,  W. 
Branch,  William  Fisher,  Robert  Lyon,  and  Samuel  Reed. 

In  December,  1836,  the  branch  at  Appalachicola  was  established,! 
charge  of  the  undersigned ;  and  shortly  thereafter  an  office  of  the* 
was  opened  at  St  Joseph,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  C.  S.  RaymMdf1 
was  succeeded  in  the  superintendence  by  Mr.  James  Ruan.  In  the  ^ 
of  1839,  another  branch  was  established  at  Jacksonville,  in  East^ 
under  charge  of  A.  M.  Reed ;  and  about  the  1st  of  January.  1840, 
Other  was  opened  at  Tallahassee,  under  charge  of  Mr.  John  " 
present  cashier  of  the  company. 

The  amount  of  profits  received  from  whatever  source,  or  of  eip** 
ncurred  by  the  various  offices  of  their  company,  it  is  not  practicable  htf 
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rat  the  following  is  a  list  of  the  transfers  of  profits  from  the  Ap- 

a office  to  the  parent-office  at  St  Augustine: 

3d  in  March,  1838,  profits  of  previous  year  -    $22,731  79 

Bd  in  June,  1838 20,835  24 

ed  in  January,  1839  ....      20,000  00 

ed  in  June,  1839  .....  20,00000 
idenigped  has  had  exclusive  charge  of  the  office  at  Appalachi- 
ft  having  been  no  director  chosen  here,  nor  were  there  any  stock- 
Dlhi8  part  of  the  Territory,  until  recently,  except  the  undersigned, 
owing  is  a  list  of  the  stockholders  resident  in  that  part  of  Florida, 
nprted  to  the  committee  of  the  council  by  the  Tallahassee  office : 
Brooke,  &  Co,  own  stock  to  the  amount  of  -  -       $12,000 

hnchill  owns  stock  to  the  amount  of  7,000 

D  owns  stock  to  the  amount  of  6,500 

f  Samuel  Simpson  owns  stock  to  the  amount  of      -  6,000 

trie  owns  stock  to  the  amount  of  -  -  13,500 

inldi  owns  stock  to  the  amount  of  -  -  -  3,600 

tater  owns  stock  to  the  amount  of    -  -  -  6,500 

ijad  Rainey  own  stock  to  the  amount  of     -  -  6,500 

field  owns  stock  to  the  amount  of    -  -  -  18,800 

the  above,  except  the  undersigned,  were  original  stockholders; 
Ifc  have  more  recently  become  so. 

company  commenced  its  operations  in  November,  1835,  at  St 
*>  its  capital  at  that  time,  paid  in,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  was 
And  thousand  dollars ;  in  August,  September,  and  November, 
Br  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  more  was  in,  in  specie  or  its 
%  principally  paid  into  banks  in  New  York  at  the  credit  of  this 
D.  The  company  continued  to  pay  specie  for  its  notes  and  obli- 
ttd  kept  its  issues  at  par  in  New  York  and  Charleston  (though 
tever  made  payable  at  these  places  on  their  plan)  until  after  the 
the  general  suspension  in  May,  1837.  In  June,  1837,  the  bank 
1  specie  payment,  and  did  not  again  resume  payment  of  its  notes 
VBtil  the  fall  of  1838,  and  about  simultaneously  with  the  banks 
■ton  and  Savannah ;  but,  during  the  period  of  suspension,  the 
?  exchange  on  New  York  for  its  notes  at  about  the  same  rates  as 
could  be  obtained  in  Charleston  and  Savannah. 

GEO.  FIELD,  President  of  the 
&  Lu  Ins.  and  T.  Co.,  Branch  at  Appalachicoku 
3, 1840. 

he  close  of  the  operations  of  the  company  for  the  first  year,  the 
have  been  5  per  cent  each  January  and  July,  until  the  last, 
1 4  per  cent  The  salary  of  the  president  of  the  company  was, 
lenigned  believes,  $3,000  per  annum  for  the  first  three  years 5 
ih,  it  has  been  $5,000  per  annum.  There  have  been  no  torfeit- 
wes  of  stock  for  non-payment,  or  to  a  trivial  amount,  if  any. 

GEORGE  FIELD,  President. 
3,1840. 


[447  J 


198 


F. 

Southern  Life  Ins.  and  Trust  Co., 
Branch  at  Appalachicola,  April  15, 1 

.    Sir  :  Enclosed  please  find  answers  to  various  interrogatories  un 
nead  of  query  D,  handed  in  by  Mr.  Brown. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  FIELD,  Prt* 
E.  R.  Gibson,  Esq., 

Chairman,  Sfc. 

G. 


Answers  to  questions  under  query  D. 


Amoun 
Amoun 
Amoun 
Amoun 
Amoun 
Amoun 
Amoun 
Amoun 
Amoun 
Amoun 
Amoun 
Amoun 
^moun 
Amoun 
Amoun 
Amoun 


•  . 


t  of  interest  paid  in  1836-'37  - 

t  of  interest  received  in  1836-,37 

t  of  interest  paid  in  1838 

t  of  interest  received  in  1838 

t  of  interest  paid  in  1839 

t  of  interest  received  in  1839 

t  of  interest  paid  in  1840,  to  date 

t  of  interest  received  in  1840,  to  date 

t  of  discount  paid  in  1836-*37 

t  of  discount  received  in  lSSG-W 

t  of  discount  paid  in  1838       -  -  -       • 

t  of  discount  received  in  1838 

t  of  discount  paid  in  1839 

t  of  discount  received  in  1839 

t  paid  in  1840,  to  date 

t  received  in  1840,  to  date 

.    Explanations  of  above  on  the  other  side  of  this  sheet 
terest  embrace  some  $3,000  for  rent  on  property  placed  as 
debts  due  the  company. 

April  14, 1840. 
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Receip 
secunl 


Amount 
Amount 
'Amount 
Amount 

m 

Amount 
Amount 
Amount 
Amount 
Amount 
Amount 
Amount 
Amount 


Omtihuation  of  answers  to  questions  under  query  D. 


of  exchange  paid  in  1836-'37 

of  exchange  received  in  \%Bfo-^1    - 

of  exchange  paid  in  1838     - 

of  exchange  received  in  1838 

of  exchange  paid  in  1839     - 

of  exchange  received  in  1839 

of  exchange  paid  in  1840,  to  date    - 

of  exchange  received  in  1840,  to  date 

paid  out  of  other  profits  in  1836-'37 

received  as  other  profits  in  1836-'37 

paid  as  above  in  1838 

received  as  above  in  1838    - 
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Affirci'it  paid  as  above  in  1839  ....       2,283  43 

Awum  received  as  above  in  1839     -  8,514  74 

.lawn!  paid  in  as  above  in  1840,  to  date      -  -  -       2,893  43 

Amount  received  as  above  in  1840,  to  date    -  -  -       2,811  7# 

The  above  and  annexed  accounts  of  receipts  of  profits  and  payments  of 
losses,  embrace,  as  near  as  can  now  be  ascertained,  the  amounts  paid  and 
received  by  this  office  to  date,  and  by  the  St.  Joseph  office  down  to  fc 
later  period.    The   foregoing  items  embrace  the  amount  of  premium 
received  in  exchange  sold ;  interest  on  short  loans,  or  paper  taken  up  after 
maturity;  damages  on  protested  bills  returned  ;  and  sterling  exchange  of 
6 to 9  percent,  on  loans  made  in  England,  now  about  to  be  provided  for; 
bat  the  exchange  and  interest  on  the  final  closing  of  the  account  will  be- 
coin*  a  charge  upon  our  profits.     The  St.  Joseph  office  keeps  no  account 
with  the  parent -office  at  St.  Augustine ;  hence,  the  profits  of  that  office  are 
merged  in  those  of  this,  at  occasional  periods.     The  capital  of  this  office 
and  theSL  Joseph  office,  has  been  the  balance  due  from  this  to  the  St 
i     tagusiine  office  (which  has  been  from  $400,000  to  $600,000)  and  such 
wb  a  this  office  has  borrowed  in  1837, 1838,  and  1839,  in  New  Yo* 
■J  in  England.     The  amount  yet  to  become  exchange,  or  our  profits 
|*  far  exchange  to  be  paid,  and  interest,  cannot  now  be  accurately  ascer- 
•■ri.  The  amount  paid  for  expenses,  salaries,  &c,  in  1836  and  183^, 
*»tf.523  33 ;  aggregate  of  the  amount  for  1838  and  1839,  #16,834  33; 
#  *d*,  1840,  sl,23L  97.    The  above  includes  amount  paid  for  salary  of 
pwpal  cashier  (now  president),  two  clerks  at  Appalachicola,  and  one  at 
*  Joseph,  rent  in  both  places,  taxes,  travelling  expenses,  stationery,  &c 
A***m  to  JVos.  4  and  5. — The  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trudt 
foopany  holds  the  mortgage  of  the  several  stockholders  whose  names 
■wfceen  given  as  resident  here,  except  George  Field,  who  paid  cash  for 

■  flock.  The  condition  of  the  suhscription  in  the  case  above  stated , 
•frre  mortgage  of  the  parties  are  held,  and  that  the  stockholder  might,  if 

■  chose,  borrow  three  fifths  the  amount  from  the  company  on  pledge  of 
k stock,  or  three-tenths  the  appraised  value  in  cash  of  the  property  niort- 
Ppd:aiid  this  is  the  condition  too  in  some  other  cases  of  new  sub- 
Knbera.  We  have  issued  no  stock  except  for  cash,  or  what  was  deemed 
•pod.  W.  G.  Porter  was  commissioned  by  the  Governor  to  value  se- 
**■**,  pledged  with  the  execution  in  Franklin  county;  the  bank  has 
*fc4.  however,  upon  its  own  judgment  or  that  of  its  officers  rather,  as  Mi 
fctalueof  security  when  niakiug  loans.  The  bank  has  an  agency  in 
fc*  York  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  its  bills,  paying  the  checks  from 

?.     to officers,  and  generally  attending  to  our  interest  there.     It  was  estab- 
Mfcd  in  the  spring  of  1839,  and  Lot  Clark,  Esq.,  is  the  agent. 

*  "  GEORGE  FIELD,  President. 

*  April  15,  1840. 

x  

•'.  H- 

*  Southern  Lifr  Ins.  and  Trust  Co., 

Branch  at  Appalachicola,  April  15,  1840. 

;       Dear  Sir:  I  enclose  answers  to  the  balance  of. questions  propounded 

*  under*-  queries  I)  and  E  ;"  the  statement  will  be  completed  in  the  morning. 

*  Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  FIELD,  President. 

E.  R.  Gibson,  Esq.,  Chairman,  &fc* 


[  447  ]  300 

I. 

Answer  to  queries  D  and  E. — This  office  redeems  with  sp 
notes  of  the  company  made  payable  here.  There  are  in  circul 
class  from  four  to  five  thousand  dollars,  as  near  as  can  be  ascei 
out  specially  inquiring  at  the  other  offices.  This  office  ha 
New  York  since  the  1st  oft  January,  1840,  at  rates  averaging 
per  cent  for  our  own  notes  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundr 
five  thousand  dollars;  say  $155,000.  When  drawing  for  • 
the  office  have  charged  a  higher  rate.  The  amount  of  ex 
chased  here  foils  very  much  short  of  that  sum.  This  offic 
preset  time  continued  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  Union  Bi 
payment  of  all  due  to  it  which  are  payable  in  Florida ;  we  ', 
uniform  rate  of  premium  for  checks  on  the  north  for  Union 
neither  as  to  time,  not  having  drawn  regularly,  and  have  gi 
terms  by  our  own  conscience  and  the  claims  of  the  applicai 
consideration.  Nearly  all  local  transactions  for  the  past  yea: 
made  in  the  notes  of  the  Union  Bank,  both  paying  and  rec 
particular  conditions  have  been  made  as  to  repayment  of  di 
loans.  We  have  been  discounting  of  local  paper  very  little 
We  have  no  arrangements  with  the  Union  Bank  or  its  branc 
ceiving  the  notes  of  that  institution ;  nor  have  we  ever  had  an; 
three  hundred  and  odd  thousand  dollars  increase  of  capital  in! 
was  paid  in  such  funds  and  manner  as  were  satisfactory  to 
I  cannot  now  designate.  The  rates  at  which  we  have  dra 
York  for  our  own  notes  this  winter  have  been  usually  two  p 
generally  from  thirty  to  ninety  days. 

GEORGE  FIELD, , 

April  15, 184a 


J. 

Southern  Life  Ins.  and  Trust  G 
Branch  at  Appaiaehicola,  April 

Sir  :  As  requested,  I  enclose  a  statement  of  the  condition  c 
made  up  to  the  14th  instant ; 

And  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  FIELD,  j 
E.  R.  Gibson,  Esq.,  Chairman,  4*c. 
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L. 

Southern  Life  Ins.  and  Trust  Co., 
Branch  at  Appalachicola,  April  17, 

Sir:  I  enclose  answers,  hastily  sketched,  to  the  queries  unde 
am  preparing  letters  for  New  York  previous  to  my  departure  for  S 
this  afternoon.  I  have  not  been  very  formal  in  reply  to  your  n 
send  you  the  names  of  the  drawers  and  accepters,  promisors  anc 
ers,on  the  "  notes  and  bills  discounted,"  with  the  dates  and  tiro 
ing  to  maturity.  I  state  that,  for  obvious  reasons,  I  must  rei 
decline  a  compliance.  I  may  add,  that^every  dollar  of  the 
($439,282)  is  justly  due  for  money  loaned  either  upon  notes,  i 
exchange  purchased,  and  not  one  dollar  of  the  amount  is  due 
officer,  clerk,  director,  or  trustee  of  the  bank,  or  upon  any  paper 
the  benefit  of  any  one  of  them ;  nor,  in  my  humble  judgmenl 
good  faith  and  commercial  honor  would  justify  a  disclosure  of  tl 
and  respective  indebtedness  of  one  dollar,  or  their  respective  ] 
can  it  be  necessary  to  furnish  them,  in  order  for  the  constituted 
ties  of  Florida  to  respond  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  tl 
States.  The  Senate  themselves  could  not  have  contemplated 
inquiry,  according  to  my  reading  of  the  resolution ;  and  I  trust 
mittee  will,  on  reflection,  concur  with  me  in  the  propriety  of  th 
sion  to  which,  from  the  short  reflection  I  have  been  able  to  give 
ject,  I  have  arrived. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  FIELD,  Pn 

E.  R.  Gibson,  Esq.,  Chairman,  Sfc. 


M. 
Answer  to  query  E. 

1.  This  office  has  advanced  money  to  various  individuals,  tak 
and  cotton  as  security,  which  operation  gives  us  the  exchang 
North ;  but  we  have  allowed  the  sterling  exchange  to  the  sViipp 
cotton  was  shipped  abroad,  charging  interest  on  the  advance. 

2,  3,  and  4.  The  bank  has  claims  upon  several  individuals  i 
of  advances,  arranged  by  notes.  The  largest  of  those  deemed, 
doubtful  originally,  are  now  well  secured.  We  do  not  anticipate 
loss  upon  any  of  them. 

5.  The  bank  has  had  orders  for  cotton  sent  to  it  from  partk 
which  it  has  caused  to  be  executed  through  agents  here,  atvaria 
and  when  bills  of  lading  could  be  obtained,  the  bank  has  draw: 
parties  for  the  cost  and  commission  paid.  These  orders  would 
ably  have  come  to  the  bank,  but  it  has  secured  to  the  bank  tfaecc 
hence  they  have  been  sought  for ;  and  further,  they  have  come 
ties  who  would  not  have  sent  orders  if  they  had  to  accept  dial 
receiving  bills  of  lading;  and  individuals  cannot  ordinarily 
money,  and  wait  till  they  can  get  bills  of  lading. 
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iot  aware  that  this  office  has  redeemed  any  of  the  notes  of  this 
;  a  "discount  whenever  payable,  unless  charging  a  moderate 
r  draft  be  so ;  but  such  as  are  payable  here  have  been  regularly 
rith  specie  since  resumption  in  1838,  prior  to  which  none  were 
payable  here.  It  is  quite  probable  that  we  have  occasionally 
mall  premium  on  specie  given  in  exchange  for  notes  not  re- 
ere ;  but  the  amount  is  altogether  so  trifling,  it  amounts  to 
We  have  paid,  and  that  recently,  ten  per  cent  (and  expense) 
us  for  specie  to  aid  our  neighbors  in  paying  postage  bills,  cus- 
bonds,  &c,  and  often  given  it  out  at  par  for  even  other  bank- 
lommodate  our  dealers. 

office  has  had  no  spare  funds  with  which  to  purchase  southern 
n  New  York  or  elsewhere  for  many  months.  Some  of  our 
were  taken  up  in  New  York  last  fall  with  drafts,  for  which 
all  premium  was  charged ;  the  certificate  being  payable  here 
funds,  and  the  drafts  calling  for  specie  in  New  York.  We 
to  purchase  of  southern  funds  in  New  York,  and  find  it  diffi- 
enough  of  northern  funds  for  our  dealers. 


No.  8. 

Query  F. 

ot  the  means  of  answering.  We  hold  no  mortgages,  to  my 
,  but  what  are  good,  and  for  which  we  had  paid  a  full  equiv- 
ferring  to  the  purchase  of  our  notes  at  a  discount  since  reply- 
inquiry,  I  have  from  one  of  the  clerks,  that  not  long  since,  a 
>ffice,  not  acquainted  with  our  system  of  business,  purchased 
i,  at  the  offer  of  another  party,  a  three-dollar  mutilated  note, 
St.  Augustine,  for  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  This  circum- 
never  known  to  me  till  to-day,  nor  would  it  have  been  done 
uction,  though  the  note  may  have  been  so  badly  torn  as^to 
ed  the  office  altogether  from  liability.  Still  it  will  be  remem- 
Jiis  office  has  never  been,  or  been  considered,  a  specie-paying 
pt  for  notes  payable  here. 


N. 

Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Co., 

Branch,  St.  Joseph,  April  21, 1840. 

nexed  please  find  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  this 
the  14th  instant,  called  for  in  your  communication  of  the  18th 

tnd  leaving  for  Appalachicola  to-day,  you  will  please  address 
as  convenient  for  any  further  information  you  may  want  with 
i  the  condition  of  this  office. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  RUAN,  Agent. 
bson,  Esq.,  Chairman j 
J.  Fi*oyd, 

# 

Y. 
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ttockheUers  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company 
an  the  books  of  the  New  York  Agency,  January  1,  1840. 


Names. 


MBjS.  if.  -  -  -  - 

■dbl  G*  C  -  -  -  - 

&D.,jr.    .--- 

i,D. 

Abner        .... 

tik  Lewis 

^Walter     .... 

,&J. 

R.,  Trustee 

I.D.  .... 

Iqr.  Levi 

I.  D.,  North  Am.  Trust  &  Banking  Co. 

in  &  Lake 

j&Co.     - 

Fy,  C.  M.   - 

us,  Livingston,  Prime,  &  Coster 

,  Charles    .... 

j,  Erastus 

eriain,  N.   .... 
Lot  ...  . 

Lot,  President  New  York  Agency 

,  8.  Newton 

tine,  Maurice 

.Geo.  B.     .... 

t  John  I.    -     •      . 

ill,  John     .... 

fcAlestyne 

Jaorge        .... 

•'  Loan  and  Trust  Company 

3eorge  C 

Duff         .... 

d,J.  L.&N.L.    - 

tniel         .... 

.P. 

Bank        .... 

riUiam       .... 

,  Samuel    - 

jy,  Peter,  &  Co.  .  - 

Geo.  W. 

Bobeit     .... 


Amounts  paid. 


40 
60 


50 


60 


9100 


46 

68 

113 

13 
SO 
10 

187 
10 
63 
26 
13 

100 

6 
-  16 

10 

170 

26 

6 

37 

624 

60 

20 

26 

120 

60 

417 

188 

208 

60 

73. 

30 

19 

20 

13 

6 

49 

107 

47 

30 
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LIST  OF  STOCKHOLDERS— Coutinued. 


Names. 


Harmony,  Peter    - 

Howell,  Harriet     - 

Henriques,  Joseph  - 

Jackson,  Daniel    -     • 

Ingersoll,  R.  J. 

Jermain,  S.  P. 

Jones,  D.  S. 

Johnson,  J.  D. 

Jewett,  S.  B. 

Known,  J.  &  B.    -  -  - 

Kenney,  F.  S. 

Kellog,  J.  D.,  A.  Comstock,  &  G.  F.  Lutch,  ex'r 

ofD.  Kellog 

Little,  John  S. 
Lutch,  Geo.  F. 
Livermoie,  J.        - 
Lyon,  J.- 
Levy, Moses  E.,  for  the  use  of  Schawvelian 
Levy,  Moses  E.,  for  the  use  of  Josh,  de  Levante 
Lester,  Ralph        ..... 
Marcy,  W.  L. 
Mead,  Edward      - 

Mills,  F.  C. 

Marvin,  E.  C. 

Mead,  S. 

Nevins,  P.  J.,  &  Son         - 

New  York  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company    - 

Patchen,  Thaddeus  W.     - 

Peck,  John  ..... 

Pepoon,  F.  H. 

Pate  hen,  Aaron  D.  .... 

Prince,  Charles     - 

Parana!  1,  Charles  ..... 

Phalen  &  Farles  ..... 

Robinson,  M.,  Agent        .... 

Raed,  Daniel         ..... 

Redfield,  R.  W.,  Cashier  .... 

Rawdon,  Groesbech,  &  Co.  ... 

Satterlee,  J.  R.,  President  ... 

Stebbins,  Charles  .... 

Shaw,  G.,  &  J.  D.  Beerson,  Trustees 

Shute,  Sam.  -  -  -  - 

Slay,  L.W. 


Amounts  paid. 


60 


50 


26 


'4 

9 

-4 


■  i 


e 


■   .L.    -1 


1-1 


'I  l 
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LIST  OP  STOCKHOLDERS— Continued. 


Amounts  paid. 

Names. 

$25 

•45 

•MO 

»nry       ----- 
,  U,                                                                • 

L.M. 

N.,  Assistant  Secretary 

R.T. 

W.  M. 

,  John  ----- 

lenry    ----- 

s. 

m.        -            -           -           -           - 

Li.  C                      - 

,  P.  W.  Edmonds,  &  J.  Rankin,  Com. 
d  E.     • 

60 

8 

8 

12 

13 

13 

13 

25 

6 

25 

8 

80 

130 

117 

38 

315 

50 

4,769 

shares  upon  which  $25  per  share  have  been  paid 
shares  upon  which  $45  per  share  have  been  paid 
shares  upon  which  $100  per  share  have  been  paid 

Whole  number  of  shares 


316 

60 

4,769 


Tallahassee  Branch, 
buthern  Life  Insurance  and  TYust  Company,  Feb.  29, 1840. 

re  with,  I  transmit  answers  to  interrogatories  received  from  yon 
ig,  accompanied  by  a  list  of  the  stockholders,  to  whom  stock 
sued  by  this  branch.  I  regret  that  I  have  not  a  full  list  of  the 
:s.  Anticipating  your  present  requisition,  I  wrote  to  St  Augus- 
►  New  York,  some  time  since,  for  the  necessary  information, 
nt  time  has  not  elapsed  for  it  to  reach  me. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WILLIAMS,  Oashtm. 

ACKBURN,  Esq., 

Chairman,,  $fQ.%  Tallahassee. 
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Interrogatories,  from  E.  E.  Blackburn,  Chairman  of  the  Commit! 
Banks,  received  February  29, 1840,  and  replies  thereto,  predicate 
fhp  mnffition  of  thp  TalJ/rhasspp  hranrh  nf  the.  Rmifhern  TAfp.  Ami 

and  Trust  Company,  February  28, 1840. 

1st  Names  of  stockholders  of  the  bank,  residence  and  number  of  i 
owned  by  each  ? 
See  schedule  transmitted  herewith  (page  211V 
2d.  Amount  of  loans  on  bonds  and  notes  held  at  this  office? 
Loans  on  territorial  bonds         ....        $25jQ 
Loans  on  hypothecation  of  stock  W£ 

Loans  on  promissory  notes       ....  27,3 

Loans  on  bills  of  exchange  1} 

Loans  on  mortgages,  specifying  mortgage? 
One  mortgage  of  wardens  and  vestry  of  St.  John's  church 
Tallahassee,  on  parsonage-house  and  lot,        -  -  -    8^ 

3d.  Amount  of  bonds  received,  having  the  Governor's  endom 
and  when  received,  when  and  where  payable,  and  how  disposed  d 
The  amount  of  certificates  of  this  company,  which  have  been  en 
by  the  Governor,  is  $400,000,  as  was  stated  in  the  report  of  the  pi 
to  the  Governor,  on  the  21st  ultimo,  and  I  am  in  possession  of  noi 
information  than  is  contained  therein.  I  would  state,  however,  tb 
mortgages  lodged  as  security  for  the  certificates  last  endorsed, 
amount  of  $126,000,  were  in  my  possession  several  weeks  before 
known  to  me,  having  been  brought  here  in  a  trunk  that  contained 
of  the  company,  but  of  which  I  was  not  aware,  until  I  had  written 
Augustine,  and  received  advices  to  that  effect  This  will  account  £ 
being  endorsed  no  earlier  than  the  20th  of  December,  or  nearly  six 
after  my  arrival  here. 

To  the  better  understanding  of  the  nature  of  these  certificates,  l 
answer  in  the  fullest  manner  the  questions  in  relation  to  them,  1 1 
a  copy  of  one.     It  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Certificate  for  one  thousand  dollars,  or  two  hundred  and  t*penty-fi*% 
sterling,  under  the  guarantee  of  the  Crooernment  of  Florida,am\ 
permanent  and  accumulating  sinking  fund  for  its  redemption. 

"  This  is  to  certify,  that  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Tnal 
pany  have  received  one  thousand  dollars,  and  that  they  promise  toj 

London,  at  the  banking-house  of  Messrs. ,  to  the  holder  d^k 

tificate,  two  hundred  and  twenty- five  pounds  sterling,  at  the  expafl 
twenty-six  years  from  this  date  (the  said  certificate  not  having  MM 
viously  redeemed),  with  interest  on  the  said  sum  at  the  rate  of  fi 
cent  per  annum,  that  is  to  say :  j£5  12s.  6<£  on  the  1st  of  A|B 
JfB  12s.  &/.  on  the  1st  of  October,  of  each  year,  on  presentation* 
livery  of  the  proper  coupon  hereunto  annexed.  And  the  Governor  of 
da,  by  a  declaration  on  the  present  certificate,  will  pledge  the  faith 
Government  for  its  due  payment,  according  to  an  act  of  the  LqgJ 
passed  the  14th  of  February,  1835. 

"  Now  be  it  known,  that  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and 
Company,  have  invested  $400,000  of  their  capital  in  bonds  and  moil 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent  per  annum ;  the  said 
gages  Being  on  property  at  least  double  the  value  of  the  advances 
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eon,  respectively,  by  the  said  company.     And  the  company  have 

ged  the  said  bonds  and  mortgages  to  the  Government  as  security  for 

'  guarantee  of  the  company's  certificates  (of  which  a  specification  is 

;xed),  amounting  to  $400,000,  or  -£90,000  sterling. 

The  bonds  and  mortgages  before  mentioned,  amounting  to  $400,000, 

ially  pledged  to  the  Government  of  Florida,  for  the  security  of  the  pre- 

loan,  will  be  exchanged  from  time  to  time,  as  the  same  are  collected, 

as  the  money  received  is  reinvested  according  to  law,  in  similar  se- 

iet. 

And  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company  of  Florida,  do 

iw  engage  to  remit  to  Messrs. ,  the  agents  of  the  loan  in  Lon- 

jfte  whole  of  the  yearly  interest  that  shall  from  time  to  time  become 
,tf  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent  per  annum,  on  the  said  bonds  and  mort- 
is; such  remittances  to  be  applied  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  payment 
m  interest  on  the  present  and  other  certificates  (of  which  a  specifica- 
is  annexed),  and  the  residue  as  a  permanent  and  accumulating  sink- 
and,  for  the  redemption  of  the  same.  The  dividends  on  the  sterling 
icates  redeemed,  as  well  as  the  above  mentioned  annual  appropriation 
fte  interest  of  the  said  bonds  and  mortgages,  to  be  applied  each  year 
b  purchase  of  certificates  in  open  market,  when  the  pnce  is  at  or  un- 
■r:  when  the  price  of  the  said  certificates  is  above  par,  then  the 
fc of  the  loan  in  London,  are  to  render  to  the  holders  thereof  the 
lit  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  money  for  one  hun- 
pounds  sterling  stock.  And  it  shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  holders 
slowest  numbers  of  the  certificates  in  circulation,  beginning  at  muri- 
ne, to  receive  payment  thereof  at  the  same  rate ;  public  announce- 
;  of  such  tender  having  been  made  in  one  or  more  of  the  daily  Lon- 
ftewspapers,  and  payment  of  such  certificates  not  having  been  claim- 
le  interest  thereon  subsequently  accruing  will  not  be  considered  due, 
pyment  of  the  same  will  cease ;  and  the  capital  of  such  certificate, 
he  interest  which  may  have  accrued  thereon,  previous  to  the  public 
er  of  payment  above-mentioned,  shall  be  invested  by  the  agents  of  the 
in  exchange  bills,  to  be  handed  over  to  the  holders  of  the  saidcertifi- 
I.  when  the  same  are  delivered  up  for  payment,  and  when  the  cou- 
nbr  interest  not  due  are  returned  to  the  said  agents.    As  the  said 

&  certificates  are  reimbursed,  the  same  are  to  be  cancelled  and  de- 
in  the  Bank  of  England.  If  any  of  them  shall  remain  in  circula- 
ratlfe  expiration  of  twenty-six  years  from  this  date,  as  before  stated, 
■toe  will  be  paid  off  at  par,  on  presentation  to  the  agency  of  the  loan 
jtolan. 

vpyment  shall  not  be  claimed  after  public  announcement,  as  afore- 
i  me  amount  is  to  be  invested  in  exchange  bills,  and  the  said  bills  are 
I  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  England,  or  otherwise  according  to  law, 
he  benefit  of  the  holders  of  such  unclaimed  sterling  certificates,  so  as 
fere  the  company  from  all  legal  responsibility,  either  in  respect  to  the 
■nment  of  Florida,  or  the  holders  of  the  said  sterling  certificates,  and 
move  all  lien  on  the  bonds  and  mortgages  before  mentioned,  on  ac- 
8  of  the  said  loan  or  certificates. 

Witness,  the  seal  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company, 
and  the  signature  of  the  president  and  secretary  thereof    Done  at 

St  Augustine,  this day  of  August,  A.  D.  1839. 

" ,  President. 

.,  Secretary. 
14 
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"  Specification  No.  1  to  400,  certificates  of  $1,000  or  £WS  each,  Brad 
by  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  and  guarantied  if 
the  Government  of  Florida." 

4th.  Amount  of  bills  of  your  bank  on  hand?      -  -    $175,058 

Amount  of  bils  of  your  bank  in  circulation? 

None  of  this  office,  and  the  circulation  of  the  company  can  only 
ascertained  by  knowing  the  issues  of  each  office  on  a  given  day., 

Amount  of  drafts,  bills  of  exchange,  or  post-notes,  running  to 
when  payable,  and  where  ? 

Amount  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  at  from  sixty  days  to 
four  months         ......  j 

Amount  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  at  six  months 

All  dated  subsequently  to  January  12, 1840,  and  payable  in  New 
$6,000  of  this  amount  was  drawn  for  account  of  the  Territory  of 

6th.  Names  of  officers  and  directors  of  this  agency? 

The  trustees  of  this  company  resident  here,  are  Turbett  B. 
Robert  Lyon,  Lewis  Henry  Branch,  Samuel  Reid,  and  William 
chosen  on  the  part  of  the  stockholders ;  and  Leslie  A.  Th 
William  Wilson,  trustees,  chosen  by  the  Governor  on  the  part 

John  Williams,  cashier,  and  Andrew  G.  Hammond,  clerk. 

6th.  Amount  due  the  parent-bank  and  offices  ?  - 

Amount  due  to  other  banks,  specifying  the  banks  ?    Nothing. 

7th.  Amount  due  by  other  banks,  specifying  the  banks  ? 

Union  Bank  of  Florida  - 

Union  Bank  of  New  Orleans  .... 

Amount  due  of  other  banks  on  hand,  specifying  the  banks  1 

Union  Bank  bills      -  -  -  -  -  -1! 

Georgia  Bank  bills   - 

8th.  Specie  on  hand,  amount  of  gold  and  silver  ?     -  -    1 

9th.  Deposites  due  on  time  ?    None. 

Deposites  payable  on  demand?  $22,986  95,  pay  ablein  Union 

10th.  Amount  of  discount,  exchange,  premium,  and  interest 
since  the  establishment  of  the  agency  at  Tallahassee  ? 

11th.  Amouut  of  discount  paper  past  due  and  unpaid?    Nona. ,  t 

12th.  Amount  of  over-drafts  of  individuals  ? 

None :  unless  payment  to  the  two  officers  of  this  branch,  on 
salaries  now  due,  but  not  yet  charged  to  expense  account,  may  bt 
sidered. 

J.  WILLIAMS, 


Ill 

List  of  Stockholders. 
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— 

Residence. 

Shares. 

Amount. 

Leon  county 

86 

$8,600 

a 

Do. 

100 

10,000 

ha 

Do. 

78 

7,800 

i 

Do. 

60 

6,000 

lunch  - 

Do. 

60 

6,000 

rabry  - 

Do. 

160 

15,000 

His      - 

Gadsden  county 

34 

3,400 

vrls 

Do. 

16 

1,600 

[.  Lanier 

Do. 

100 

10,000 

Bradford 

Leon  county 

100 

10,000 

mey    - 

Do. 

76 

7,600 

n 

Do. 

60 

6,000 

irtiey    - 

Gadsden  county 

29 

2,900 

uNeal. 

Do. 

49 

4,500 

a 

Do. 

79 

7,900 

Condey 

Do. 

13 

M00 

Hills    - 

Do. 

16 

1,600 

l> 

Do. 

46 

4,600 

ibling  - 

Leon  county 

14 

1,400 

[attox   ■ 

Do. 

60 

6,000 

tlclver  - 

Do. 

51 

5,100 

oi 

Do. 

87 

8,700 

L  S.  Hunter     - 

Do. 

38 

3,800 

Do. 

75 

7,600 

rfert     ■ 

Do. 

110 

15.i«l 

fennis  - 

Do. 

IIS 

i  r .  .on 

Tooke  - 

Madison  county 

160 

15,000 

tatton  - 

Do. 

IS 

1,500 

Heel 

Do. 

24 

2,400 

iffee 

Do. 

67 

6,700 

TOT 

Do. 

35 

3,500 

IflXt        - 

Gadsden  cotwty 

10 

1,000 

ana 

Madison  county 

80 

8,000 

nehee    - 

Jefferson  county 

100 

10,000 

jityre    - 

Madison  county 

36 

3,600 

oway 

Do. 

64 

6,400 

ngston  - 

Do. 

33 

3,300 

ilertin  - 

Do. 

20 

2,000 

Buder   - 

Do. 

10 

1,000 

jus 

Do. 

11 

1,100 

solders. 

2,392 

$239,200 

Tallahassee  Branch. 
Life  insurance  and  Trust  Company,  Feb.  29, 1840. 
ing  list  embraces  all  the  stockholders'  names,  to  whom  stock. 
been  issued  from  this  office. 

J.  WILLIAMS,  GuMer. 
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Executive  Department, 
Tallahassee,  February  10, 184a 

To  the  Honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Legislative  ConmM 


of  Florida: 


I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Soothe^ 
Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  and  statements  accompanying  dt^ 
same.  ? 

R.  R.  REID.  \ 


Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Co.,       A 
Branch  at  Tallahassee,  February  7, 184a  f 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  communications  which  I  had  the  honor  to  pwaA; 
to  your  excellency  on  the  20th  and  22d  ultimo,  I  now  enclose,  hi 
detailed  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  several  offices  of  this  com] 
on  the  1st  of  January,  in  original,  duplicate,  and  triplicate ;  also,  a 
densed  statement  of  the  same.     I  regret  very  much  tne  delay  which 
occurred  in  transmitting  these  documents  to  your  excellency;  but  it 
been  unavoidable,  having  arisen  from  detention  and  irregularity  of 
mails. 

As  stated  in  the  report  heretofore  submitted,  should  any  further 
nations,  regarding  the  business  and  situation  of  this  company,  be 
requisite,  we  will  cheerfully  furnish  them.     It  will  be  remembered, 
by  an  amendment  of  our  charter,  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
appeals,  on  the  10th  January,  1838,  the  manner  of  our  reporting,  as 
in  the  original  law,  was  changed,  so  as  to  require  us  to  report  anni 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  instead  of  to  the  court  of  appeals,  as 
nally  provided. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  FIELD,  Preside 

His  Excellency  Robert  Raymond  Reid. 
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St.  Joseph,  April  81, 1840. 

nissioners  appointed  by  your  excellency  to  examine  the  agency 
i  Bank  of  Florida  at  this  place,  transmit  herewith  a  statement 
made  up  to  the  1st  of  April  instant,  and  have  merely  to  add, 
item  No.  2, "  due  from  banks  on  account,  including  notes  of 
lihoad  scrip,"  $6,783,  is  in  notes  of  the  broken  Commercial 
tie  balance  is  in  scrip  of  the  Lake  Wimico  and  St  Joseph 
laihoad  Company. 

nissioners  understand  that  the  agency  at  this  place  has  done 
since  it  came  under  the  charge  of  the  present  agent  on  the 
oary  last ;  and  they  also  understand  that  the  agency  of  the 
at  Appalachicola  has  been  withdrawn. 

E.  R.  GIBSON/  Chairman, 
GABRIEL  J.  FLOYD, 
HIRAM  MANLY, 
lency  Robert  Raymond  Reid, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


of  the  condition  of  the  agency  of  the  Union  Bank  at  St.  Jo- 
seph, on  t/te  1st  of  April,  1840. 


ASSETS. 

1  bills  discounted,  including  claims  in  suit 
t  banks  on  account,  including  notes  of  banks 
jad  scrip  ----- 

scount  ....  $111  00 

ccount  -  -  114  01 

account  ...  1,097  64 


Is,  viz :  payable  at  St  Joseph  agency    22,500  00 
payable  at  Tallahassee  37,501  50 


$94,844  59 
12,954  25 


1,322  65 


60,001  50 
421  75 

169,544  74 


LIABILITIES. 


Union  Bank 
banks  on  account 
discount  account 
real  estate  for    - 
deposite  account 


138/09  98 

1,486  70 

227  97 

288  93 

29,001  16 

169,544  74 


FLEMING  HIXON,  Agent. 


ivimm 
ofta 

a 
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Agency  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida, 

St.  Joseph,  April  20, 184a 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  in  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  YUm 
instant  Enclosed  you  are  furnished  with  an  annual  statement  of 
condition  of  the  St  Joseph  agency  of  the  Union  Bank  on  the  1st  A] 
In  reply  to  your  first  query,  I  answer  that  this  agency  has  made 
vances  upon  cotton  since  I  took  charge  of  it  on  the  26th  of  January.  JJ 
And  in  answer  to  your  second  query,  I  state  that  I  have  not  tauv! 
cially  informed  that  any  individual  who  may  have  kept  an  accouflUiQ^ 
this  agency  was  an  agent  of  the  Union  Bank  for  the  purchase  ofotOflfci 

Respectfully,  yours, 

FLEMING  HIXON,  Jgmbf, 
Messrs.  E.  R.  Gibson, 

G.  J.  Floyd,  and  ^ 

H.  Manly,  Commissioners,  fyc.  «* 


St.  Joseph,  April  18, 184a 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  HonorabbL 
R.  Reed,  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  in  pursuance  of  a 
tion  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  accompanying  this,  request  of] 
a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  agency  at  this  place, 
answer  to  the  accompanying  questions  in  the  paper  marked  A. 

Query  A. 

1st  Has  the  agency  made  any  advances  on  cotton?  if  any,  to 
amount? 

2d.  Has  the  agency  furnished  funds  to  any  agent  of  the  Union 
to  purchase  cotton?  if  any,  to  what  amount? 

We  are  your  obedient  servants, 

E.  R.  GIBSON, 
G.  J.  FLOYD, 
HIRAM  MANLY. 
Fuming  Hixon, 

Agent  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  St.  Joseph. 


St.  Joseph,  April  21, 1840. 

Sir  :  The  commissioners  appointed  by  your  excellency  to  examine  flu 
condition  of  the  Lake  Wimico  and  St.  Joseph  Canal  and  mii^A  Qapk 
pany,  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  president,  pro  tem.,o£  the 
pony,  denying  the  authority  of  the  Executive  to  appoint  such  a 
sum,  and  declining  to  submit  the  affairs  of  the  company  to  the 
i&raujgfUion. 

EDWARD  R.  GIBSON, 

GABRIEL  J.  FLOYD, 
HIRAM  MANLY. 
His  Exc'y  Robert  Raymond  Reid, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


22*  [  447  ] 

Office  of  Lake  Wimico  and  St.  Joseph  C.  &  R.  R.  Co., 

April  18, 1840. 

otlbmen  :  Tour  communication  of  this  date,  stating  that  you  hare 
anointed,  by  the  Governor  of  Florida,  commissioners  to  investigate 
oooitkm  of  tnis  company,  has  been  received, 
■a  not  aware  of  any  provision  in  the  charter  of  this  company,  or  the 
of  Florida,  which  invests  the  Governor  with  authority  to  institute  a 
anion  for  the  purposes  indicated ;  nor  can  I  perceive  the  public  ben- 
r  advantage  likely  to  result  from  the  examination  proposed.  I  must, 
fen,  respectfully  decline  submitting  the  affairs  of  this  company,  in 
tape,  to  the  investigation  of  any  commission  constituted  as  yours 
ntobe. 

wild  beg  further  to  remark,  that  your  communication  will  be  laid 
the  directors  so  soon  as  a  meeting  can  be  had,  and  such  further 
made  as  they  may  direct, 
f  respectfully ,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  MoKINNEY, 

President,  pro  tern. 
as.  E.  R.  Gibson, 

Gabriel  J.  Floyd, 

Hiram  Manly. 


St.  Joseph,  April  18, 1840. 

The  undersigned  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  Honorable  Rob- 
ymond  Reid,  Governor  of  Florida,  to  investigate  the  condition  of 
ike  Wimico  and  St.  Joseph  Canal  and  Railroad  Company,  request 
m  will  be  pleased  to  indicate  to  us  what  course  will  be  most  agree- 
•  you  in  making  said  investigation — whether  to  furnish  us  a  general 
entof  the  condition,  as  to  claims,  liabilities,  <fcc,  or  whether  you 
prefer  the  committee  to  make  such  examination  of  your  books  and 
to  them  may  seem  necessary. 


Tory  respectfully,  <fcc. 


L  HcKdtney,  Esq., 
President  pro  tern.,  Si.  Joseph. 
15 


E.  R.  GIBSON,  Chairman. 
GABRIEL  J.  FLOYD. 
HIRAM  MANLY. 


6th  Congress,  [  SENATE.  ]  r  443  1 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  7,  1840. 
Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  336.] 

i  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Preston 

Starritt }  report  : 

fat,  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  1837,  the  said  Starritt,  in  behalf  of  D. 
[Holds,  A.  R.  S.  Hunter,  and  himself,  entered  into  a  contract  with 
vtonant  A.  Montgomery,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  United  States 
rj,  by  which  it  was  agreed  to  deliver  8,000  bushels  of  corn  at  Fort 
noingham,  North  Carolina,  for  the  consideration  of  $10,200,  at  the 
wring  rates  and  times :  "  2,000  bushels  at  99  cents  per  bushel ; 
K)  bushels  at  $1  25  per  bushel ;  3,000  bushels  at  $1  60  per  bushel ; 
Ml  bushels  to  be  delivered  on  or  before  the  1st  of  April ;  3,000  on  or 
bie  the  15th  of  May,  and  the  remainder  on  or  before  the  15th  of  June, 
IX;  payment  to  be  made  in  three  separate  instalments,  on  compliance 
fa  the  terms  of  the  contract" 

this  contract  was  made  in  pursuance  of  an  advertisement  published 
•id  Montgomery  and  the  proposals  of  said  Starritt  in  answer  thereto. 
NidTertisement,  proposals,  and  contract,  are  annexed  to  this  report,  and 
inetively  marked  A,  B,  and  C. 
Boot  after  signing  the  agreement,  the  contractors  commenced  a  delivery 

■  to  corn,  and  the  circumstances  which  subsequently  took  place  are 
Itawially  stated  in  the  following  extracts  from  a  letter  addressed  by  A. 
kffaiel,  assistant  quartermaster  at  Athens,  Tennessee,  to  the  acting 
Ntamaster  General : 

m  ■ 

"Ott  the  30th  of  May  the  contractors,  after  having  delivered  upward 
Fl/KK)  bushels,  and  being  in  want  of  funds,  Lieutenant  Montgomery 

em  for  1,000  bushels  at  the  average  price  ($1  27}),  on  the  pre- 
1,  as  he  states,  that  the  contract  would  be  fulfilled. 
tenant  Montgomery,  at  the  time,  was  disbursing  under  my  dtnc- 
fc,tnd  his  accounts  had  to  pass  through  my  office.  This  account 
texed  and  marked  D]  was  disallowed,  being* considered  in  violation  of 
^Tmtract ;  and  he  was  informed  that  only  99  cents  could  be  paid  the 
VfctoiB  for  the  corn  delivered  under  the  first  provision  of  the  contract 
"the  contractors  refused  to  refund  the  amount  disallowed,  and  con- 

■  k  Kit  ea,  printers.  ^ 
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tended  for  the  average  price,  it  being,  as  they  said,  the  understanding! 
the  time  of  entering  into  the  contract.  In  the  meantime,  they  delivm 
2,586  bushels,  and  then  refused  to  deliver  any  more  except  upon  thri 
own  terms. 

"  Lieutenant  Montgomery  was  then  instructed  to  purchase  com  (o 
oats)  and  keep  the  command  supplied  until  the  new  crops  came  ink 
market. 

"  Major  Cross,  acting  Quartermaster  General,  was  advised  of  thai 
measures,  and  he  decided  that  the  additional  cost  should  be  charged  t 
the  contractors  and  no  payments  be  made  until  his  instructions  on  d) 
subject  were  received. 

"  When  the  new  crops  came  into  market,  I  forwarded  a  statement  Thai 
to  annexed  and  marked  E]  to  the  acting  Quartermaster  General,  exbAil 
ing  the  amount  considered  at  the  time  to  be  due  the  contractors. 

"  Lieutenant  Montgomery,  though  acting  under  the  instruction!  fltf 
universally  recognised  as  an  agent  of  the  department,  has  had  a  suit  im 
tuted  against  him  for  damages  arising  under  the  contract  enteral  m 
with  Starritt  &  Co.,  which  suit  is  now  pending  in  the  courts  of  IW| 
Carolina."  C 

After  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  which  the  above  extract  is  tH 
Starritt  was  notified  that  the  Quartermaster  General's  Department 
ready  to  adjust  and  pay  his  account  upon  the  basis  of  the  s 
luded  to,  provided  the  check  given  by  Lieutenant  Montgomery 
payment  of  his  claim,  should  be  surrendered.    This  check  was 

Even  to  Starritt  on  the  previous  settlement  of  the  account  (D). 
ten  presented  to  the  bank  upon  which  it  was  drawn  after  the  b 
stopped  paying  specie,  and  protested  for  non-payment 

To  this  proposition  Starritt  declined  to  accede ;  and  soon  a: 
the  spring  of  1839,  came  to  Washington  and  addressed  a  letter  to  tl 
rotary  of  War,  urging  upon  him  the  early  adjustment  of  his  claim. 
letter  was  transmitted  to  the  Quartermaster  General,  who  recomi 
that  the  claim  should  be  submitted  to  the  action  of  the  accountiogflAfl 
of  the  Treasury.  Their  decision  was  in  accordance  with  that  piuiiuM 
made  by  the  acting  Quartermaster  General,  and  an  extract  from  iti  MS 
to  annexed  (marked  F).  r  * 

The  Secretary  of  War  having  declined  to  interfere  with  the  dedPnj 
the  acting  Quartermaster  General — not  to  pay  the  balance  dueStamtlfl 
■cept  upon  his  surrendering  the  protested  check,  and  withdrawing  tfpjj 
against  Lieutenant  Montgomery — and  Starritt  having  made  anotbJjfl 
successful  attempt  to  attain  his  object  by  a  direct  appeal  to  the  Pm»i 
of  the  United  States,  he,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1839,  gave  up  the  prtB 
ed  check,  withdrew  his  suit  against  Lieutenant  Montgomery,  and  was  p* 
the  balance  found  due  him  as  per  voucher  annexed  (marked  G).        , 

He  now  applies  to  Congress  for  relief,  and  asks  the  payment  of  the« 
ference  between  what  he  has  received  and  the  average  price  ($1  27$ 
the  whole  corn  to  have  been  delivered ;  being  28}  cents  per  bushel  00 
2000  bushels,  and  2}  cents  upon  586  bushels,  amounting  to  |5M  I 
with  interest  thereon.  He  also  claims,  for  interest  upon  the  protei* 
check  and  the  cost  of  protest,  $147  90,  and  to  be  refunded  the  Mfgjj 
a  loss  charged  to  him  of  $29  98,  and  deducted  by  the  accounting  <*3 
from  the  amount  due,  alleging  that  he  is  not  justly  answerable  btv^ 

k>88. 
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iculty  in  this  case  arises  entirely  from  the  ambiguity  of  the  con- 
it  specifically  stating  what  particular  price  should  be  attached  to 
net  delivery.  Although  the  committee  would  fully  concur  in 
action  given  to  the  contract  by  the  acting  Quartermaster  Gen- 
tle accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  were  there  nothing  in  the 
rot  it,  yet,  taking  into  consideration  the  testimony  of  one  or  two 
,  that  all  the  deliveries  were  to  be  paid  for  at  the  average  price, 
tactical  construction  given  to  the  contract  by  Lieutenant  Mont- 
imself,  by  the  terms  of  his  setdement  for  the  first  1000  bushels, 
l  the  inference  is  very  strong  that  the  construction  now  contend - 
Starritt  is  in  accordance  with  the  understanding  of  all  parties  at 
he  agreement  was  made. 

linion,  it  will  be  seen,  is  concurred  in  by  General  Jesup,  Quar- 
General,  from  whom  the  committee  have  received  the  annexed 
sation  (marked  H) ;  and  although  they  cannot  concede  that  the 
on  given  by  Lieutenant  Montgomery  would  impose  any  legal 
upon  the  United  States,  they  are  disposed  to  consider  it  as  m- 
o  strongly  the  understanding  of  the  parties  at  the  time  as  would 
j  United  States  morally  and  equitably  bound  to  comply,  upon 
with  such  understanding. 

mmittee  also  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Qnarter- 
neral,  that  Starritt  was  properly  charged  with  the  loss  sustained 
Idie  in  consequence  of  his  failure  to  comply  with  his  agreement ; 
lis  difficulties,  in  regard  to  the  check,  having  resulted  from  his 
Kt  in  not  delivering  the  corn  at  the  times  required  by  the  terms 
ltract,  he  can  have  no  just  claim  for  any  losses  occasioned 

berefore,  report  the  accompanying  bill. 


NOTICE. 

proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  acting  assistant 
iter  at  Huntingdon,  N.  C,  for  the  delivery  of  eight  thousand 
'good  merchantable  corn  at  Port  Cunningham,  N.  C,  on  or  be- 
>th  of  June,  1837.  The  contract  will  be  awarded  to  the  lowest 
giving  good  and  sufficient  security  for  the  performance  thereot 
*  of  proposals  to  be  opened  on  the  first  of  March,  1837,  at  3 

A.  MONTGOMERY, 
A.  A*  Quartermaster  y  U.  S.  army. 


B. 

PROPOSALS. 

Huntingdon,  March  1, 1836. 

dersigned  proposes  to  deliver  at  Camp  Cunningham  two  thou- 
ids  of  corn  at  ninety-nine  cents,  agreeably  to  the  notice  for  the 
i  famishing  corn  for  Tennessee  volunteers. 


[  448  J  4 

Huntingdon,  March  1, 1837.    - 

The  undersigned  offers  to  deliver  three  thousand  bushels  of  corn *< 
Camp  Cunningham,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel,  agree- 
ably to  the  notice  for  the  letting  the  furnishing  corn  for  Tennessee  vota* 
teers. 

Huntingdon,  March  1, 1837.  «j 

The  undersigned  proposes  to  deliver  at  Camp  Cunningham  three  than 
tend  bushels  of  corn,  at  one  dollar  and  fifty  centsper  bushel,  agreeebif  tf<] 
the  notice  for  the  letting  the  furnishing  corn  for  Tennessee  voluntecn.   l 

PRESTON  STARMTT.  ' 


C. 

The  undersigned  hereby  agree  to  deliver  eight  thousand  busheb 
good  merchantable  corn  at  Fort  Cunningham,  N.  C,  to  Lieutenant  Ata-t 
ander  Montgomery,  acting  assistant  quartermaster  United  States  army,fe 
the  consideration  of  ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  at  ifc 
following  rates :  two  thousand  bushels,  at  ninety-nine  cents  per  buiMjj1 
three  thousand  bushels,  at  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel; 
three  thousand  bushels,  at  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  bushel :  two 
sand  bushels  to  be  delivered  on  or  before  the  1st  of  April,  three  thorn 
bushels  on  or  before  the  15th  of  May,  and  the  remainder  on  or  before  fe! 
16th  of  June,  1837. 

Payment  to  be  made  by  Lieutenant  A.  Montgomery  in  three 
instalments,  on  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract 

The  undersigned  further  agree  to  forfeit  to  the  United  States  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  in  the  event  of  a  non-fulfilment  of  this  contract  < 

P.  STARMTT,  J 
D.  REYNOLDS,  1 
A.  R.  S.  HUNTER. 

Witness:  Moses  Cunningham, 
S.  W.  Grady. 

Huntingdon,  N.  C,  March  1, 1837. 


The  United  States 

To  Preston  Starritt,  Da. 

1837,  May  30.  For  one  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  at  $1  27\ 

per  bushel  ......    $1,278  Ti 

For  two  thousand  two  hundred  bundles  of  fodder,  at  four  % 

cents  per  hundred  -  -  -  88  W 

1,366  78 

Lieutenant  Montgomery  to  have  credit  for  $500. 
I  certify,  on  honor,  that  the  above  account  is  correct  and  just;  thit  tiM 
above  articles  were  purchased,  as  stated;  and  that  they  were  necessary  fa 
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Einected  with  supplying  the  volunteers  stationed  at  Fort  But- 

A.  MONTGOMERY, 

Lieutenant,  7  th  Infantry. 

,  Fort  Butler,  N.  C,  May  30, 1837,  from  Lieutenant  A.  Mont- 
ing  assistant  quartennaster  United  States  army,  thirteen  hun- 
ixty-six  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  m  full  of  the  above 

I.  PBESTON  STARMTT. 

idred  dollars  was  paid  on  the  Within  voucher,  and  a  check 
e  balance,  amounting  to  $866  75.  The  check  was  protested ; 
ite  afterward  arising  about  the  price  of  corn,  the  rodder  was 
1  a  separate  voucher,  amounting  to  $88,  which  was  also  paid 

fm  A.  MONTGOMERY, 

Lt.  1th  Infantry,  A.  A.  Quartermaster. 

on  honor,  that  I  received  one  thousand  bushels  of  corn  from 
rritt,  for  which  he  has  received  but  $600.  Adopting  the  con- 
w  put  upon  the  contract,  there  still  remains  $490  unpaid  upon 
usand  bushels. 

A.  MONTGOMERY, 
IAeut.y  and  A.  A.  Quartermaster,  U.  &  A. 


E. 

exhibiting  the  amount  due  on  the  contract  entered  into  with 
toarritt  3-  Co.  for  the  delivery  o/ 8,000  bushels  of  corn  at  Fort 
'arth  Carolina"  *  J  J 

ivered  :  2,000  bushels,  at  99  cents  -  -    $1,980  00 

686  bushels  at  126  cents  -  732  60 


2,712  60 


>n  the  contract  by  the  acting  assistant  quartermas- 
mshels,  at  $1  32$ ;  being  an  excess  of  7$  cents 
tl  over  the  contract  price,  and  for  which  the  con- 
£  chargeable        -  -  -  -  29  98 

5  the  contractors   .....      2,682  62 
ranced  by  Lieutenant  Montgomery         $600  00 
a  bank  of  Athens  -  -  -  866  76 

1,366  76 


laining  due  .....    $1,316  77 

factors  had  the  check  protested,  and  have  it  now  in  their  pos- 
ould  it  be  surrendered,  there  would  be  $2,182  62  due  them. 
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P. 

Extract  from  the  decision  of  the  accounting  officer  of  the  Treat 

Without  entering  into  the  question  of  the  forfeiture  incurred 
contractors,  in  consequence  of  the  non-fulfilment  of  their  contra 
of  opinion  that  they  can  only  be  allowed  and  paid  for  the  com 
delivered  by  them  at  the  rates  stipulated  in  the  contract :  that  i 
99  cents  per  bushel  for  the  first  §,000  bushels  delivered  by  th 
$1  25  per  bushel  for  the  remaining  586  bushels ;  subject  to  a  d 
of  7$  cents  per  bushel  on  399  J  bushels,  purchased  by  the  quart© 
department  at  a  rate  exceeding  the  contract  price  for  the  sec 
livery,  in  consequence  of  the  contractors  having  foiled  to  com 
their  contract ;  and,  also,  to  the  further  deduction  of  $500,  paid 
tractors  by  Lieutenant  A.  Montgomery. 

All  the  papers  in  the  case  are  herewith  transmitted  for  the  d< 
the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  thereon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PETER  HAGNER,  A 

Albion  K.  P arris,  Esq., 

Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 


Second  Comptroller's  Offic 

May  18 

I  have  examined  the  papers  submitted  in  the  case  of  Prestoi 
and  concur  in  opinion  with  the  Third  Auditor  upon  the  principl 
should  govern  the  accounting  officers  in  the  settlement  of  his 
set  forth  in  the  preceding  page. 

J.  SEAYE1 
Acting  Oomf 


G. 

Copy  of  the  voucher  paid  by  the  Third  Auditor,  on  Hie  3d  g 

The  United  States 

Tb  Preston  Starritt  $•  Co. 

For  2,000  bushels  of  corn,  delivered  under  a  contract,  dated 
1st  of  March,  1837,  at  99  cents  per  bushel  -  -  -  .  j 

For  586  bushels,  delivered  under  said  contract,  at  $1  25  per . 
bushel        ------- 


From  which  deduct : 
Amount  advanced  claimants  (see  voucher  No.  1,  sub-abstract 
A,  No.  8,  account  of  Lieutenant  A.  R.  Hetzel,  for  3d  quar- 
ter of  1837)  ....  160000 
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tt  paid  claimants  by  Captain   Hetzel 

voucher  No.  1,  abstract  of  Indian  hos- 

s,  3d  quarter  of  1839)  -  804  52 

\  cents  per  bushel  on  399}  bushels,  pur- 

d  by  the  quartermaster's  department  at 

s  exceeding  the  contract  price  for  the 

iddelivery      -  -  -  29  98 


1,334  60 


s  due  the  contractors    -----    $1,378  00 


H. 

Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington  City,  April  25, 1840. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
;tant,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  papers,  numbered  from  1  to  38, 
opies  and  extracts  of  the  documents  and  correspondence  in  the 
Preston  Starritt.  From  these  papers  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Star- 
racted  to  deliver  8,000  bushels  of  corn  for  $10,230,  at  Fort  Cun- 
n,  in  North  Carolina,  in  1837,  viz :  2,000  bushels  on  the  1st  of 
3,000  bushels  on  the  15th  of  May ;  and  3,000  bushels  on  the  15th 
*.  That  the  corn  was  to  be  paid  for  at  three  different  rates, 
D00  bushels,  at  99  cents ;  3,000  bushels,  at  $1  25  -,  and  3,000 
,  at  $1  50.  That  he  delivered  2,586  bushels,  and  failed  to  deliver 
iminder.  That  he  claimed  for  the  quantity  delivered  the  average 
'  $1  27} ;  but  was  paid  for  2,000  bushels,  at  99  cents,  and  for  586 
iy  at  $1  25  per  bushel ;  the  loss  sustained  by  his  failure  being 
1  to  him  at  the  Treasury. 

contract  does  not  specify  what  particular  deliveries  are  to  be  paid 
ectively  at  the  several  prices,  though  the  inference  is  strong  that 
struction  given  to  it  at  the  Treasury  is  correct,  and  in  accordance 
e  intentions  of  the  parties  when  they  signed  it  Mr.  Starritt,  how- 
Mends  that  he  might,  with  as  much  .propriety,  claim  the  highest 
the  first  delivery,  as  that  the  public  should  insist  on  his  receiving 
rmt  rate.  Had  there  been  no  concurrent  action  on  the  contract  by 
ties,  I  should  have  considered  the  decision  of  the  Treasury  unques- 
y  correct ;  but,  in  the  payment  for  the  first  1,000  bushels,  the  agent 
Government  (Lieutenant  Montgomery)  stated  the  account  at  the 
)  price  of  $1  27 J  per  bushel ;  thus  giving  a  practical  construction 
instrument  which  legally  binds,  and  ought  to  bind,  the  public 
think  Mr.  Starrett  should  be  settled  with  at  the  average  price  for 
antity  delivered ;  but  the  loss  sustained  by  the  public,  in  conse- 
!  of  his  failure,  has  been  properly  charged  to  him. 
he  complied  with  the  terms  of  his  contract,  by  delivering  the  corn 
ed  in  his  account  on  the  days  specified,  viz :  the  1st  of  April  and 
h  of  May,  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  regard  to  money ; 
banks  in  which  the  public  funds  were  deposited  were  then,  and 
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for  weeks  after,  paying  specie.    His  difficulties  in  regard  to  fundi 
been  produced  by  his  own  act,  the  public  is  not  accountable  for  tl 

I  return  the  papers  submitted  with  your  letter ;  and  am,  sir,  moit  n| 
spectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  . 

TH.  S.  JESUP, 
Quartermaster  GknenL 
Hon.  H.  Hubbard, 

Senate  of  United  States  y  Washington  OUy. 


A 


if 


-i 


k 


muss,  [  SENATE.  J  [  449 1 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  7, 1840. 

,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Hubbard  made  the  following 

REPORT  : 

[  To  aooompsay  bill  a  No.  309.  J 

imittee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a  document  relating  to 

the  claim  of  R.  K.  (Ml,  report: 

on  the  22d  of  April,  1826,  an  act  was  passed  by  Congress,  enti- 
i  act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to 
lettlers  in  the  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Territory  of 
*  That,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  said  R.  K.  Call 
receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Tallahassee.  That,  under  its  re- 
nts, new  and  extra  duties  were  imposed  upon  the  said  Call  as  re- 
d  adjudicating  upon  the  pre-emption  claims  of  settlers  in  the  Ter- 
'  Florida.  That  no  provision  was  made  for  any  additional  oom- 
n  for  these  extra  services  devolving  upon  said  Call,  nor  has  he 
en  allowed  any  thing  therefor.  That  his.  salary,  as  receiver  of 
noneys  during  the  time  these  additional  services  were  performed 
,  was  $600  per  annum,  and  a  commission  of  one  per  cent  on 
received  ana  accounted  for  to  the  Government ;  and,  by  the  act 
88, 1826,  he  became  entitled  to  a  further  compensation,  for  the  la- 
c,  and  expenses  of  transporting,  and  depositing  such  public  mon- 
be  paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

low  presents  an  account  against  the  United  States  "  for  services 
'extra,  required  of  him  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  subsequently 
ppointment  as  receiver,  and  for  which  no  compensation  whatever 
a  allowed ;  to  wit :  in  adjudicating  pre-emption  claims  under  the 
Ofed  the  26th  of  April,  1826,  for  three  years  and  one  month,  end- 
89th  of  May,  1829,  at  $5  per  day,  $5,630." 
:  a  statement  furnished  the  committee,  it  appears  that  the  memo- 
is  been  paid  for  salary,  commissions,  and  compensation  for  depos- 
Nic  moneys,  during  the  four  years  within  which  he  performed  the 
prices  above  charged,  the  following  sums,  to  wit  : 

rfu»  priatersT 
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Year. 

Receiver's 
salary. 

Receiver's 
commissions. 

• 

Compensation 
for  depositing. 

T< 

1826      - 
182*  #.-. 
1828      - 
•1829     r 

1 

$600  00 
600  00 
600  00 
600  00 

$627  70 

2,306  87 

379  76 

714  17 

$352  36 

1,827  13 

289  96 

491  74 

2,000  00 

3,928  60 

2,961  19 

ty 

Making  his  annual  pay  as  receiver,  derived  from  his  regular  sail 
commissions,  $1,482  12;  and  if  his  compensation  for  depositing 
be  also  taken  into  the  account^  his  emoluments  would  amount 
average  annual  compensation  of  $2,222  42. 

The  principle  has  been  repeatedly  recognised  by  Congress,  thi 
ried  officers  have  no  just  claim  for  extra  compensation  lor  any  ii 
of  duties  imposed  upon  them ;  and  the  committee  can  see  no  rei 
this  case  which  should  induce  them  to  deviate  from  a  principle  so  a 
and  just  The  duties  required  of  the  memorialist  by  the  act  of  1( 
propriately  belonged  to  the  office  of  which  he  was  the  incumbcri 
believing,  as  the  committee  do,  that  the  annual  average  pay  off 
which  he  received,  was  a  liberal  compensation  for  all  the  sera 
rendered  the  United  States  while  receiving  this  compensation,  dMJ 
not  recommend  any  additional  allowance.  They,  therefore}  nfi 
following  resolution :  l 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed.  ' 

■    71 

i 

■irf 
■1 

■    ■:'« 
it 

v1.  «o 
i:rll 

.  ..1 


Congress,  f  SEN  AT  G.  ]  [  4*0  J 


REPORT 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


TRANSMITTING, 


mpliancc  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  statetnents  showing  ike 
expenditures  of  the  Government  from  1824  to  1839,  inclusive. 


May  7,  1840. 
ead,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  that  30,000  additional  copies  be  aent  to  the  Senate. 


Treasury  Department,  May  4, 1840. 

n:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  report,  in  compliance  with  the 
ring  resolution  passed  by  the  Senate  on  the  24th  ultimo : 
[Mmohed9  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report  to  the  Senate 
amount  of  ail  expenditures  or  payments  of  every  kind  from 
in  each  year,  from  1824  to  1839,  inclusive,  in  one  column ; 
_ier  column  for  each  year,  the  aggregate  amount,  independent 
tents  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  whether  funded  or  un- 
ikaVand,  in  a  third  column,  the  aggregate  amount  ft*  permanent  and 
fctry  purposes,  excluding  payments  on  account  of  objects  either  extra- 
hoy  or  temporary — such  as  the  public  debt ;  trust  funds  and  indemni- 
ty claims  of  States  for  war  debts,  or  three  per  cents  on  lands  sold ; 
ttwaal  donations  in  money  to  objects  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or 
hnrise ;  survey  of  the  coast ;  taking  the  census ;  duties  refunded ;  the 

»;  expedition,  and  materials  collected  for  the  gtadual  impfttffe- 
the  navy ;  durable  public  buildings  of  all  kinds ;  bridges  and 
fadfiations ;  all  roads,  canals,  breakwaters,  and  improvements  m  rivers 
^Ibabors ;  arming  militia  and  forts ;  all  pensions,  except  those  to  iri- 
Jtt,  ni  the  purchases  of  title  to  lands  from  Indians ;  the  removal  of 
■fen,  and  their  wars ;  with  such  other  payments  as  may  have  been 
We  in  those  years  for  property  lost,  or  injuries  committed,  during  any 

lit  resolution  was  on  the  same  day  referred  to  the  Register  of  the 

~~  r,  with  instructions  to  prepare  a  tabular  statement  containing  the 

>n  desired,  in  three  separate  columns.    It  is  hereto  annexed, 

A. 

_  requested  also  to  prepare  another  statement  showing  the  specific 
which  had  been  deducted  each  year  on  account  of  each  item  mea* 

td  in  the  resolution  as  either  extraordinary  or  temporary.    Believing 
fliis  would  be  highly  useful,  as  showing  the  details  on  which  the 
K  results  in  the  third  column  of  the  first  statement  rest,  and  as  em- 
many  statistical  feet*  possessing  ift  ti^«nsel^a  mudfi  interest, 
f>y  annexed  it,  marijtd  B. 

^  a  HM,  pfiaSats/ 
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Unless  some  accidental  omission  or  other  error  has  occurred,  I 
statements  will  present  all  the  information  desired  by  the  resolu 

With  high  respect, 

LETO  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Ti 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 

President  of  the  Senate. 


A. 


Statements  expenditures  of  the  United  States,  from  the  year  1 
year  183d,  inclusive;  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  o 
of  April,  1840. 


Aggregate  amount  of  all 

Aggregate  amount  inde- 

Aggregate amen 

Years. 

expenditures,  or  pay- 

pendent of  Ibe  payments 
on  account  of  the  public 
debt,  whether  funded  or 

nent  and  ordini 

ments  of  every  kind, 

excluding  payi 

from  the  Treasury. 

count  of  objects 

unfunded. 

ordinary  or  lei 

1824 

$31,898,538  47 

SI  5^30,1 44  71 

$7,107 

1825 

23,585,804  72 

11,490,459  94 

6,637 

1826 

24,103,398  46 

13,062,316  27 

7,058 

1827 

22,666,764  04 

12,653,095  65 

7,427 

1828 

26,469,479  62 

13,296,041  45 

7,788 

1829 

26,044,358  40 

12,660,460  62 

7,503 

1830 

24,585,281  55 

13,229,533  33 

7,624 

1831 

30,038,446  12 

13,864,067  90 

7,679 

1832 

34,356,698  06 

16,516,388  77 

8,568 

1833 

24,257,298  49 

I        22,713,755  11 

8,827 

1834 

24,601,982  44 

;        18,425,417  26 

9,667 

1836 

17,573,141  56 

17,514,950  28 

9467 

1836 

30,868,164  04 
37,265,037  16 

30,868,164  04 

11,686 

183T 

)       37,243,214  24 

13,098 

1838 

39,455,438  35 

33,849,718  08 

13,837 

1839 

37,129,396  80 

25,982,797  75 

13,325 

*  "  Such  as  the  public  debt,  trust  funds,  indemnities,  claims  of  Slates  for  wmr  d 
cents  on  lands  sold;  occasional  donations  in  money  to  objects  in  the  District  of  \ 
otherwise;  lunrey  of  the  coast;  taking  the  census;  duties  refunded;  exploring  «*| 
materials  collected  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  (including  improves 
yards;)  durable  public  buildings  of  all  kinds;  bridges  and  fortifications:  all  roads,  c 
•waters,  and  improvements  in  rivers  and  harbors;  arming  militia  and  forts;  all  pel 
those  to  invalids;  and  the  purchases  of  title  to  lands  from  Indians.  (Indian  Dap 
removal  of  Indians,  and  the  wars;  with  such  other  payments  as  may  have  been  i 
years  for  property  lost,  or  injuries  committed,  during  any  hostilities/'  Nona  of  d 
columns  include  any  thing  on  account  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 


Worn— The  expenditures  of  1839  are  subject  to  variation  on  the 
ejnopqnta  for  that  year;  which  have  not  yet  reached  this  office, 

Tnusury  Department, 

JUe%s*r>sQficeyM<*/tJlS4& 

T.  L.  8M1TM 
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£  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


TRAwatrrnsQ 


from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a  restitution  of  the 
s,  in  relation  to  the  military  and  naval  defences  of  the  country. 


April  27, 1840. 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

May  8,  1840. 

Ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  committee  discharged. 

Senate  of  the  United  States : 

smit,  herewith,  a  report  and  accompanying  documents  from  the' 
y  of  War,  which  furnish  the  information,  m  relation  to  that  por- 
Ene  defences  of  the  country  intrusted  to  the  charge  and  direction 
tepartment  of  War,  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
>f  March,  1839.  , 

M.  VAN  BUKEN. 
iington  City,  April  24, 1840. 


War  Department,  April  24, 18401 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1839,  the  Senate  "  Resohed,  That  the  Pres- 
f  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  reports 
le  military  and  naval  defences  of  the  country ;  showing — 
The  fortifications,  or  other  permanent  defences,  commenced, 
ted,  projected,  or  deemed  necessary :  1.  For  the  northern  frontier, 
dee  Superior  to  Passamaquoddy  bay.  &.  For  the  maritime  frontier^ 
assamaquoddy  bay  to  Cape  Florida.  3,  The  Gulf  frontier,  jfiom 
lorida  to  the  Sabine  bay.  4.  The  western  frontier,  from  the  Sabinp 
lake  Superior ;  with  a  conjectural  estimate  of  the  probable  expense 
trocting  or  completing  such  works  as  may  not  yet  have  Seen  com* 
^commenced. 

The  state  of  the  armament  of  the  fortifications,  so  fer  as  the  tame 
completed  or  commenced,  with  a  conjectural  estimate  of  the  ex-- 
f  completing  the  armament  of  all  the  forts  which  may  be  com- 
I,  or  deemed  necessary  to  be  constructed. 

Ira*  prater* 
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"3d.  The  armories,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  foundries,  cither  coa  J 
structed  or  deemed  necessary ;  with  a  conjectural  estimate  of  the  ei| 
of  constpifeting  such  of  said  establishments  as  may  not  yet  be  compl 
or  commenced,  but  which  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

"  4th.  The  floating  or  steam  batteries,  or  vessels  which  have  been 
structed  in  aid  of  fortifications,  or  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  be 
.structed  in  aid  of  such  works,  with  a  conjectural  estimate  of  the  « 
which  the  same  may  require. 

"  5th.  The  ships  of  war  built,  or  under  construction,  or  deemed  i 
sary  to  be  built,  with  a  conjectural  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
ana  arming  the  vessels  not  yet  completed  or  commenced,  or  which: 
be  deemed  necessary  within  a  reasonable  time. 

"  6th.  The  navy  yards,  docks,  and  naval  establishments  of  every 
either  constructed  or  commenced,  or  deemed  necessary,  with  the 
expense  of  completing  the  same. 

"  With  any  other  information  or  suggestions  which  the  President 
deem  necessary  to  be  communicated  to  Congress,  in  order  to  exhibit 
full  view  of  what  is  necessary  to  be  done,  and  the  probable  cost 
to  place  the  United  States  in  a  proper  state  of  defence  by  land  and 
ana  on  each  of  the  four  great  lines  of  defence  which  her  frontiers 

This  resolution  having  been  referred  by  you  to  this  department, 
instructions  to  furnish  the  information  required  in  relation  to  the 
under  its  jurisdiction  and  control,  a  board  of  able  and  experienced 
was  appointed  to  take  the  whole  subject  into  consideration,  and  to 
a  full  and  detailed  report  on  the  various  points  of  inquiry  involved, 
report  of  that  board  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit    The  great  ii 
venience  to  the  service  which  would  have  resulted  from  assembling!  at  I 
earlier  period,  the  officers  who  composed  the  board,  and  the  important; 
terests  embraced  in  the  subjects  submitted  to  them,  have  occasioned 
delay  which  has  occurred  in  furnishing  the  information  called  fir 
the  resolution. 

In  presenting  this  report,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  fully  concur 
the  board,  both  as  to  the  manner  it  is  proposed  to  defend  our  maritime! 
inland  frontiers,  and  in  the  selection  of  sites  for  the  works  of  defescn 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Washington,  April  23, 184fc 
Sir:  The  board  of  officers,  to  whom  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  tH 

Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the  2d  of  March,  1839,  as  relates  to  tend 

tary  defences  of  the  country,  was  committed,  have  the  honor  to  sabnit  dj 

following  reports,  namely : 
1st.  Report  on  the  defence  of  the  Atlantic  frontier,  from  Paumd 

quoddy  to  the  Sabine. 

This  is  divided  into  two  distinct  portions,  viz :  the  coast  from  FtfaflJ 

quoddy  to  Cape  Florida ;  and  the  coast  from  Cape  Florida  to  the  Saboi 

bay; 
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Itperl  on  the  defence  of  the  northern  frontier,  from  Lake  Superior 

xmaqwoddy  bay. 

Report  on  the  western  frontier,  from  the  Sabine  bay  to  Lake  Su- 

sded  with  these  reports  are  tabular  statements  showing  the  "per- 
deihices  commenced,  completed,,  projected,  or  deemed  necessary ;" 
mjectural  estimates  of  the  probable  expense  of  constructing  or  com- 
oeh  works  as  may  not  yet  have  been  completed  or  commenced." 
on  uthe  armories,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  foundries, 
icted  or  deemed  necessary,  with  a  conjectural  estimate  of  the 
\4 constructing  such  of  said  establishments  as  may  not  yet  be 
dor  commenced^  but  which  may  be  deemed  necessary. n 
JL  ft.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


C451J 


REPORT 

l     ON 

T*Hfc   DEFENCE   OF  THE    ATLANTIC   FRONTIER,   FROM   PA88AMAQU0H) 

THE   SABINE. 

So  entirely  does  this  board  concur  in  the  views  presented  on  sera 
casions,  within  the  last  twenty  years,  by  joint  commissions  of  uafi 
-military  officers,  by  the  board  of  engineers  for  fortifications,  and  by  in 
ual  officers,  who  have  at  various  times  been  called  on  to  treat  the  sun 
ject,  that,  in  quoting  their  opinions,  we  should,  for  the  greater  part,e 
our  own.  But  though  these  reports  are,  some  of  them,  comprehensh 
elaborate,  we  suppose  that  an  explicit  statement  of  our  views,  at  leas 
the  great  principles  on  which  the  system  of  defence  should  be  erec 
expected  from  us;  especially  as  the  system  now  in  progress  has  be 
subject  of  a  criticism  which,  considering  the  high  official  source  wb 
emanated,  may  be  supposed  to  have  disturbed  the  confidence  of  the 
therein. 

The  nature  and  source  of  that  criticism,  attacking  as  it  does  fund 
tal  principles,  and  inculcating  doctrines  which  we  believe  to  be  I 
dangerous,  will  lead  us  at  times  into  amplifications  that  we  fear  may 
tedious;  this,  however,  we  must  risk,  trusting  to  the  importance  of  th 
ject  for  excuse,  if  not  for  justification. 

The  principal  errors,  as  we  conceive,  in  the  document 'referred  to, 

1.  That,  for  the  defence  of  the  coast,  the  chief  reliance  should  be  i 
navy. 

2.  That,  in  preference  to  fortifications,  floating  batteries  should  faa 
duced  wherever  they  can  be  used. 

3.  That  we  are  not  in  danger  from  large  expeditions ;  and,  oodso| 

4.  That  the  system  of  the  board  of  engineers  comprises  works  wH 
unnecessarily  large  for  the  purposes  they  have  to  fulfil. 

On  these  topics,  together  with  other  errors  of  the  same  nature,  «• 
feel  constrained  to  enlarge. 

The  first  question  that  presents  itself  is  this  :  What,  in  genenl  I 
shall  be  the  means  of  defence  ? 

We  have  a  seacoast  line  of  more  than  three  thousand  miles  ia  I 
along  which  lie  scattered  all  the  great  cities ;  all  the  depots  of  coo* 
all  the  establishments  of  naval  construction,  outfit,  and  repair ;  and  1 
villages,  and  establishments  of  private  enterprise,  without  number. 
this  line  of  seacoast,  navigable  bays,  estuaries,  and  riven,  the  pJ* 
which  are  similarly  occupied,  penetrate  deep  iuto  the  heart  of  the  60 

How  are  the  important  points  along  this  extended  line  to  be  secoitl 
hostile  expeditions,  especially  since  one  of  the  prominent 
prosperity  of  these  various  establishments,  namely,  facility  of 
the  ocean,  is,  as  regards  danger  from  an  enemy,  the  chief  cause  of  iral 

Shall  the  defence  be  by  a  navy  exclusively  ? 

•  See  Senate  document  No.  203,  p.  1, 34th  Congress  1st  session— vol  i. 


5  t  451  a 

pinion  that  the  navy  is  the  true  defence  of  the  country  is  so  ac- 
and  popular,  and  is  sustained  by  such  high  authority,  that  it  de- 
careful  examination. 

going  into  this  examination,  we  will  premise,  that  by  the  term 
is  here  meant,  we  suppose,  line-of- battle  ships,  frigates,  smaller 
ssels,  and  armed  steam-ships ;  omitting  vessels  constructed  for  local 
eiy,  such  as  floating  batteries. 

ie  purpose  of  first  considering  this  proposition  in  its  simplest  term*, 
Begin  by  supposing  the  nation  to  possess  but  a  single  seaport,  and 
it  to  be  defended  by  a  fleet  alone. 

■riling  constantly  within  this  port,  our  fleet  would  be  certain  of 
the  enemy,  should  he  assail  it.  But  if  inferior  to  the  enemy,  there 
s  bo  reason  to  look  for  a  successful  defence  ;  and  as  there  could  be 
e  for  the  defeated  vessels,  the  presence  of  the  fleet,  instead  of  avert- 
sue,  would  only  render  it  the  more  calamitous, 
i  oar  fleet  be  equal  to  the  enemy's,  the  defence  might  be  complete, 
tobahly  would  be  so.  Still,  hazard — some  of  the  many  mishaps 
attend  contests  of  this  nature — might  decide  against  us ;  and,  in 
it,  the  consequences  would  be  even  more  disastrous  than  on  the 
t  supposition.  In  this  case,  the  chances  of  victory  to  the  two 
rould  be  equal,  but  the  consequences  very  unequal.  It  might  be 
y's  fate  to  lose  his  whole  fleet,  but  he  could  lose  nothing  more.; 
,  in  a  similar  event,  would  lose,  not  only  the  whole  fleet,  but  also 
t  that  the  fleet  was  designed  to  protect. 

»rior  to  the  enemy,  the  defence  of  the  port  would,  in  all  respects, 
ete.  But,  instead  of  making  an  attack,  the  enemy  would,  in  such 
Joy  himself  in  cutting  up  our  commerce  on  the  ocean  ;  and  noth- 
be  done  to  protect  this  commerce,  without  leaving  the  port  in  a 
to  he  successfully  assailed. 

er  of  the  above  cases,  the  fleet  might  await  the  enemy  in  front  of 
r,  instead  of  lying  within  it.  But  no  advantage  is  apparent  from 
arrangement;  and  there  would  be  superadded  the  risk  of  being 
f  tempests,  and  thereby  disqualified  for  the  duty  of  defence,  or  of 
ren  off  the  coast  by  gales  of  wind ;  thus,  for  a  time,  removing  all 
i. 

same  cases,  also,  especially  when  equal  or  superior  to  the  enemy, 
depending  on  having  correct  and  timely  notice  as  to  the  position 
of  preparation  of  the  enemy's  forces,  mijjht  think  proper  to  meet 
ie  outlet  of  his  own  port,  or  intercept  him  on  the  way,  instead  of 
him  within  or  off  our  own  harbor.  Here  it  must  be  noticed  that 
jT,  like  ourselves,  is  supposed  to  possess  a  single  harbor  only ;  but, 
rotected  it  by  other  means,  that  his  navy  is  disposable  for  offensive 
sl  If  it  were  attempted  thus  to  shut  him  within  his  own  port,  he, 
se  bat  that  of  decided  inferiority,  would  not  hesitate  to  come  out 
%  battle  ;  because,  if  defeated,  he  could  retire,  under  shelter  of  his 
to1  refit ;  and,  if  successful,  he  could  proceed  with  a  small  portion 
ea— even  a  single  vessel  would  suffice— to  the  capture  of  our  [>ort, 
nceless;  while,  with  the  remainder,  he  would  follow  up  his  advan- 
our  defeated  vessels,  not  failing  to  pursue  them  into  their  harbor, 
iey  return  thither. 

superiority  on  our  part  would  keep  the  enemy  from  volunteering 
but  it  would  be  indispensable  that  the  superiority  be  steadily  main- 
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tained,  and  that  the  superior  fleet  be  constantly  present.    If  drifen  off 
tempests,  or  absent  from  any  other  cause,  the  blockaded  fleet  would 
when  it  would  be  necessary  for  our  fleet  to  fly  back  to  the  defence  of] 
own  port.    Experience  abundantly  proves,  moreover,  that  it  is  in  tub 
attempt  to  shut  a  hostile  squadron  in  port,  for  any  length  of  time.   Ill 
then,  that  whether  we  defend  by  remaining  at  home,  or  by  shutting 
enemy's  fleet  within  his  own  harbor,  actual  superiority  in  vessels  an 
pensable  to  the  security  of  our  port.  t 

With  this  superiority  the  defence  will  be  complete,  provided  ott  m 
remain  within  its  harbor.    But  then  all  the  commerce  of  the  country 
the  ocean  must  be  left  to  its  fate;  and  no  attempt  can  be  made  to  i 
offensively  upon  the  foe,  unless  we  can  control  the  chances  of  findog 
enemy's  fleet  within  his  port,  and  the  still  more  uncertain  chance  of 
him  there ;  the  escape  of  a  single  vessel  being  sufficient  to  causa  Ihij 
of  our  harbor. 

Let  us  next  see  what  will  be  the  state  of  the  question  on  the  sn{ 
of  numerous  important  ports  on  either  side,  instead  of  a  single  one; 
ing,  on  our  part,  still,  exclusively  on  a  navy. 

In  order  to  examine  this  question,  we  will  suppose  our  edvenuyl 
fortified  in  all  his  harbors,  and  possessed  of  available  naval  means 
our  own.    This  is  certainly  a  fair  supposition ;  because,  what  is 
as  regards  his  harbors,  is  true  of  all  maritime  nations,  except  the 
States ;  and  as  regards  naval  means,  it  is  elevating  our  own 
siderably  above  its  present  measure,  and  above  that  it  is  likely  to 
years. 

Being  thus  relatively  situated,  the  first  difference  that  strikes  us,  t%j 
the  enemy,  believing  all  his  ports  to  be  safe,  without  the  presence 
vessels,  sets  at  once  about  making  our  seas  and  shores  the  theatre  of 
tions,  while  we  are  left  without  choice  in  the  matter ;   for,  if  to 
proper  to  come,  and  we  are  not  present,  he  attains  his  object 
nstance. 

The  next  difference  is,  that  while  the  enemy  (saving  only  the 
of  Providence)  is  certain  to  'fall  upon  the  single  point,  or  the  mavf) 
he  may  have  selected,  there  will  exist  no  previous  indications  of  h* 
ular  choice,  and,  consequently,  no  reason  for  preparing  our  defence^ 
point  rather  than  another ;  so  that  the  chances  of  not  being 
ready  on  his  arrival  are  directly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  our; 
that  is  to  say,  the  greater  the  number  of  ports,  the  greater  the  dune*! 
he  will  meet  no  opposition  whatever. 

Another  difference  is,  that  the  enemy  can  choose  the  mode  of 
well  as  the  plan  of  operations,  leaving  as  little  option  to  us  in  the 
as  in  the  other.  It  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  act,  in  the  first  n 
the  supposition  that  an  assault  will  be  made  with  his  entire  fleet; 
should  we  act  otherwise,  his  coming  in  that  array  would  invoWebtfhl 
and  coast  in  inevitable  defeat  and  ruin.  Being  in  this  state.of 
tion,  then,  should  the  enemy  have  any  apprehensions  as  to  the 
general  engagement;  should  he  be  unwilling  to  put  any  thing  at 
or  should  he,  for  any  other  reason,  prefer  acting  by  detachments, 
on  approaching  the  coast,  disperse  his  force  into  small  squadrons,  I 
gle  ships,  and  make  simultaneous  attacks  on  numerous  points.  Tto** 
terprises  would  be  speedily  consummated ;  because,  as  the  single  poW^ 
cupied  by  our  fleet  would  be  avoided,  all  the  detachments  woold  to**1 
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after  a  few  hours  devoted  to  burning  shipping,  or  public  estab- 
d  taking  in  spoil,  the  several  expeditions  would  leave  the  coast 
venient  rendezvous,  whence  they  might  return,  either  in  fleet 
nents,  to  visit  other  portions  with  the  scourge, 
id  that  our  fleet  might,  notwithstanding,  be  so  arranged  as  to 
oterprises  ? 

ot  be  denied  that  the  enemy  may  select  his  point  of  attack  out 
extent  of  coast,  where  is  the  prescience  that  can  indicate  the 
*  it  cannot  be  foretold,  how  is  that  ubiquity  to  be  imparted  that 
place  our  fleet  in  the  path  of  the  advancing  foe  ?  Suppose  we 
over  the  coast,  by  cruising  in  front  of  it;  shall  we  sweep  its 
i  ? — a  distance  scarcely  less  than  that  which  the  enemy  must 
►assing  from  his  coast  to  ours.  Must  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  be 
II  as  the  Atlantic?  or  shall  we  give  up  the  Gulf  to  the  enemy? 
er  the  southern  cities,  or  give  them  up  also?  We  must,  un- 
,  do  one  of  two  things :  either  relinquish  a  great  extent  of 
iug  our  cruisers  to  a  small  portion  only,  or  include  so  much, 
ices  of  intercepting  an  enemy  would  seem  to  be  out  of  the 

icticability  of  covering  even  a  small  extent  of  coast  by  cruising 
—or,  in  other  words,  the  possibility  of  anticipating  an  enemy's 
discovering  the  object  of  movements  of  which  we  get  no 

hear  no  tidings ;  and  seeing  the  impress  of  his  footsteps  on 
f  the  ocean — it  may  be  well  to  consult  experience. 
on  fleet,  in  1798,  consisting  of  about  twenty  sail  of  line-of- 
ind  frigates,  about  twenty  smaller  vessels  of  war,  and  nearly 

transports,  conveying  the  army  of  Egypt,  slipped  out  of  port 
d  Malta.  It  was  followed  by  Nelson,  who,  thinking  correctly 
re  bound  for  Egypt,  shaped  his  course  direct  for  Alexandria. 
ch,  steering  towards  Candia,  took  the  more  circuitous  passage, 
>n  arrived  at  Alexandria  before  them  ;  and,  not  finding  them 
ed,  by  the  way  of  Cararrmnia  and  Candia,  to  Sicily,  missing 
y  in  both  passages.  Sailing  again  for  Alexandria,  he  found 
leet  at  anchor  in  Ahoukir  bay  ;  and,  attacking  them,  achieved 
ile  victory  of  the  Nile. 

consider  the  narrowness  of  this  sea ;  the  very  numerous  ves- 
rench  fleet ;  the  actual  crossing  of  the  two  fleets  on  a  certain 
that  Nelson,  notwithstanding,  could  see  nothing  of  the  enemy 
hear  nothing  of  them  from  merchant  vessels,  we  may  judge  of 
ty  of  waylaying  onr  adversary  on  the  broad  Atlantic, 
e  of  another  Toulon  fleet  in  1805;  the  long  search  for  them  in 
mean  by  the  same  able  officer ;  the  pursuit  in  the  West  Indies ; 

of  him  amongst  the  islands ;  the  return  to  Europe ;  his  vain 
quently,  along  the  coast  of  Portugal,  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and 
%\\  channel ;  and  the  meeting  at  last  at  Trafalgar—brought  about 

the  combined  fleets,  trusting  to  the  superiority  that  the  acces- 
ral  reinforcements  had  given,  were  willing  to  try  the  issue  of 
are  instances,  of  many  that  might  be  cited,  to  show  how  small 
ility.of  encountering,  on  the  ocean,  an  enemy  who  desires  to 
ing;  and  how  little  the  most  untiring  zeal,  the  most  restless 
most  exalted  professional  skill  and  judgment,  can  do  to  lessen 
:hances.     For  more  than  a  year  Nelson  most  closely  watched 
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his  enemy,  who  seems  to  have  sot  out  of  port  as  soon  as  he 
prepared  to  do  so,  and  without  attracting  the  notice  of  any  ot  the 
squadron..  When  out,  Nelson,  perfectly  in  the  durk  as  to  the  cc 
neuve  had  taken,  sought  for  him  in  vain  on  the  coast  of  Egypt, 
by  tempests,  the  French  fleet  again  took  refuge  in  Toulon ;  whec 
put  to  sea,  when  refitted  and  ready,  joining  the  Spanish  fleet  at 

On  the  courage,  s>kill,  vigilance,  and  judgment,  acceded  on  a 
belong,  in  a  pre  eminent  degree,  to  the  naval  profession  in  thisci 
system  of  defence  relies  to  accomplish,  against  a  string  of  chan 
of  importance  so  great  that  not  a  doubt  or  misgiving  as  to  the  re 
missihle.  It  demands  of  the  navy  to  do  perfectly,  and  withoi 
which  to  do  at  all  seems  impossible.  The  navy  is  required  U 
secret  purposes  of  the  enemy,  in  spite  of  distance  and  the  broken 
of  a  state  of  war,  even  before  these  purposes  are  known  to  the 
is  to  execute  them ;  nay,  more,  before  the  purpose  itself  is  forme 
element  where  man  is  but  the  sport  of  storms,  the  navy  is  requii 
wait  for  the  foe  at  the  exact  spot  and  moment,  in  spite  of  w 
seasons;  to  see  him,  in  spite  of  fogs  and  darkness.  Finally,  a 
devices  and  reliances  of  the  system  are  satisfactorily  accomplish 
difficulties  subdued,  it  submits  to  the  issue  of  a  single  battle,  on  < 
Ihe  fate  of  the  war ;  having  no  resource  or  hope  beyond. 

It  may  here  be  alleged  that  the  term  navy,  as  applied  to  the 
the  country,  means  more  than  the  sea-going  vessels  we  have  ci 
that  it  means,  also,  gun-boats,  floating  batteries,  and  steam  bat 
that  the  true  system  of  defence  for  the  coast  requires  us  to  pro 
harbors  with  some  or  all  of  these  vessels,  according  to  local  circ 
Jeaving  to  the  sea-going  vessels  the  duty  of  destroying  the  em 
raerce,  carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  seas,  and  contending  f 
tery  of  the  ocean. 

But  such  a  proposition  is  totally  distinct  from  that  we  have 
sidering.    This  is  one  that  we  regard  as,  in  part,  perfectly  soun 
taining,  though  not  true  throughout,  the  great  principle  on 
present  glory  of  the  navy  proper  has  been  built,  and  its  futun 
depend. 

We  are  aware  that  some  of  our  ships  have  been  blockaded 
harbors,  but  we  are  not  aware  that  any  of-  the  high  distinction  t 
that  service  has  been  gained  in  these  blockaded  ships. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  know  that,  instead  of  lying  in  harbo 
tenting  themselves  with  keeping  a  few  more  of  the  enemy's  vess> 
over  them  than  their  own  number — instead  of  leaving  the  en 
merce  in  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  sea,  and  our  own  coinme 
countenance  or  aid— they  scattered  themselves  over  the  wide  su 
ocean,  penetrated  to  the  most  remote  seas,  everywhere  acting  w 
brilliant  success  against  the  enemy's  navigation.  And  we  be! 
over',  that  in  the  amount  of  enemy's  property  thus  destroyed,  o 
property  protected  or  recovered,  and  in  the  number  of  hostile  si 
pursuit  of  our  scattered  vessels— ships,  evaded  if  superior,  am 
equal— they  rendered  benefits  a  thousand  fold  greater,  to  say  no 
glory  they  acquired  for  the  nation,  and  the  character  they  imp 
than  any  that  would  have  resulted  from  a  state  of  passiveness 
harbors. 


us  to  consider  whether  the  floating  defences  mentioned  above, 
l-boats,  floating  batteries,  and  steam  batteries,  constitute  the  best 

sidering  these  defensive  means,  we  will  examine  the  properties 
land  batteries,  these  being  the  only  other  well-tried  resort;  and, 
mrison  way  be  instituted,  we  will  confine  ourselves  to  cases 
atter  are  properly  applicable. 

e,  doutyless,  situations  where  it  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  pre- 
isive  array,  at  the  same  time  that  to  do  so  by  fortifications  alone 
impracticable  ;  and  it  is  not,  therefore,  prejudging  the  question 
it  to  examine :  it  is  neither  underrating  fortifications,  nor  over- 
floating  defences,  to  say  that  these  last  are,  some  or  all  of  them, 
le  in  such  positions. 

•  broad  water,  where  deep  soundings  may  be  carried  at  a  dis- 
the  shores  greater  than  effective  guu-range,  and  where  no 
,  natural  or  artificial,  can  be  found  or  formed  nearer  the  track  of 
present  such  a  situation  ;  and  we  may  take  some  of  our  great 
ruples. 

inds,  and  wide  roadsteads,  affording  secure  anchorage  beyond 
inge  from  the  shores,  will  afford  examples  of  another  sort ;  and 
h  very  wide  entrances,  and  large  surface,  exhibit  examples  of 
r  kind. 

such  cases,  fortifications  alone  will  be  ineffectual,  and,  never- 
ourse  to  defences  of  some  sort  may  be  unavoidable,  it  has  not 
a  recommendation  in  the  several  reports  on  the  defence  of  the 
1818,  that  there  should  be  a  suitable  and  timely  provision  of 
floating  defences.  And  until  the  invention  of  man  shall  have 
ntire  revolution  in  the  nature  of  maritime  attack  and  defence, 
dred  means  must  be  resorted  to ;  not,  however,  because  they  are 
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nor  with  adverse  wiuds  ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  believe  that  air 
array  of  these  craft  would  impede  or  hinder  for  a  moment  the  i 
a  hostile  fleet.  Nelson,  at  Trafalgar,  bore  down  in  two  division: 
combined  fleet,  each  division  being  exposed  to  a  raking  fire ;  aac 
suffering  considerably  from  that  Are,  he  was  able,  not  withstands 
the  hostile  line  and  defeat  his  superior  adversary.  What,  cor 
with  the  raking  fire  of  the  combined  fleet,  would  be  the  fire  of  a  i 
boats  ?  Opposing  no  effectual  obstacle  to  approach  or  entrance, 
vessels,  scattered  and  driven  upon  the  shoals,  would  be  kept,  bj 
sides  of  a  few  active  vessels,  at  too  great  a  distance  to  produce 
effect  upon  the  main  attack,  by  their  desultory  fire. 

Although  they  might  afford  useful  means  of  annoyance  dt 
tracted  occupation  by  the  enemy  of  harbors  that  contaiued  exte 
grounds  and  shallow  bays  and  inlets,  they  would  be  nearlj 
resisting  the  first  assault,  and  in  preventing  the  brief  operation 
contributions,  or  burning  or  spoiling  national  establishments. 

The  true  reason  of  this  feeble  defence  must  not,  however,  b 
stood.  It  is  not  that  the  boats  do  not  carry  guns  enough,  or  n 
for  the  object;  but  it  is  because,  from  the  comparative  weak 
vessels,  the  guns  and  the  men  cannot  be  kept  in  an  effective  poi 

There  are,  moreover,  many  harbors  requiring  defence,  in  1 
are  no  shoals  whereon  these  boats  could  take  refuge ;  and  in 
capture  or  destruction  would  be  inevitable,  should  there  be,  i 
time,  no  river  up  which  they  might  fly,  or  lateral  issue  through 
could  escape,  to  a  safe  distance. 

Floating  batteries,  of  which  good  use  might  be  sometime 
peculiar  situations,  would,  we  suppose,  differ  from  gun-boat 
larger  ;  containing  many  guns ;  and  in  being  stronger — that  is 
ing  thicker  sides  or  bulwarks  ;  and  it  has  sometimes  even  bee 
to  construct  them  with  ball-proof  parapets,  and  with  platforms  o 
like,  in  these  respects,  batteries  upon  the  shore.  But,  in  wk 
formed,  it  is  necessarily  a  part  of  the  idea  that  they  be  strong  at 
and,  consequently,  that  they  be  unwieldy,  incapable  of  sudden 
place,  and  incapacitated  cither  to  advance  upon  a  defeated  foe,  o 
victorious  one.  We  are  not,  of  course,  now  speaking  of  batti 
by  steam. 

Being  denied  the  power  of  locomotion,  at  least  for  any  pun 
nosuvering  in  face  of  the  enemy,  we  are  to  consider  these  I 
moored  in  position,  and  awaiting  his  advance.  Should  the  I 
large,  requiring  deep  water  to  float  them ;  or  should  they  be  pfa 
or  near  the  channel,  for  the  sake  of  proximity  to  the  track  of 
enemy  would  engage  them  at  close  quarters.  All  advantages  of 
of  concentrating  his  whole  fleet  upon  one  or  two  points,  to  wl 
these  circumstances,  no  relief  can  be  sent — of  greater  elevatio 
mand,  would  be  on  the  side  of  the  assailant ;  with  no  count*! 
vantage  to  the  batteries,  but  greater  thickness  of  bulwarks,  ^1 
excess  of  thickness  should  be  considered  a  material  advantage 
introduction  of  large  bomb-cannon  into  the  armament  of  ships, 
ful  matter.  The  batteries,  if  anchored  across  the  channel,  woo 
further  advantage  of  a  raking  fire ;  but  we  have  seen  that  the  n 
one  squadron  of  ships  upon  another  advancing  is  by  no  .meal 
The  power  of  throwing  the  whole  assailing  force  upon  one  or 


aiier  noaurig  Daueries,  noiwnnsianamgineir  greater  capaoijuy 
,  would  afford  a  better  defence,  gun  for  gun,  than  gun-boats ; 
ords,  whether  this  capability  of  endurance  in  the  one,  would 
a  compensation  (or  the  power  of  locomotion  in  the  other, 
er  near  the  shore  or  in  the  channel,  whether  large  or  small, 
on  of  defence,  owing  to  its  fixedness,  connected  with  the 
•  of  the  material  of  which  it  must  be  made,  will  be  exposed 
riogous  to  those  made  by  gun-boats  on  ships  aground.  The 
ing  of  what  the  defensive  arrangements  consist,  will  come 
i  the  requisite  number  of  sailing  or  steam  vessels,  armed  with 
,  against  which  the  thicker  bulwarks  of  the  floating  batteries 
nothing.  He  would,  besides,  hardly  fail  to  provide  himself 
itches  armed  with  heavy  sea-mortars  ;  and,  as  there  could  be 
against  the  effects  of  the  long  ranges  of  these,  a  few  such 
,  with  great  certainty,  constrain  the  floating  batteries  to  quit 
,  abandoning  every  disposition  approaching  to  a  concentrated 
to  mention  other  modes  of  attack,  which  would  seem  to  leave 
t  success  with  the  enemy,  it  will  be  noticed  that  this  kind  of 
her  by  gun-boats  or  floating  batteries,  has  the  same  intrinsic 
inactive  defence  by  the  navy  proper  has  ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
in  his  power  to  bring  to  the  attack  a  force  of  the  same  nature, 
as  efficacious,  as  that  relied  on  for  defence  :  hence  the  neces- 
sre  equality,  but  of  superiority,  on  the  part  of  the  defence,  at 
able  to  be  attacked  ;  and  hence,  also,  the  necessity  of  having  an 
ze  as  many  times  larger  than  that  disposable  by  the  enemy  as 
x>rtant  places  to  guard.  Should  we,  for  example,  have  ten 
and  the  enemy  threateu  us  with  twenty  ships  of  the  line,  we 
in  all  these  places,  an  aggregate  of  gun -boats  and  floating 
s  than  equivalent  to  two  hundred  ships  of  the  line  ;  for,  it  wilt 
itended  that  these  defences  can  be  transDorted  from  one  place 
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improvement  will  be,  that,  if  the  defence  of  harbors  by  steam  batteries 
regarded  as  securiHg  them  from  the  attacks  of  ships  of  the  line  and  frip) 
or,  at  least,  of  placing  the  defence  quite  above  that  kind  oi  attack,  they  j 
no  longer  be  attacked  by  sailing  vessels,  but  by  steam  vessels, similar,  it 
warlike  properties,  to  those  relied  on  for  defence.  4 

Not  only  is  there  no  impediment  to  transferring  these  vessels  actoaj 
ocean,  but  the  rapidity  and  certainty  of  these  transfers  are  such  astoi 
a  state  of  the  most  perfect  readiness  everywhere  and  at  all  timet; 
also,  a  complete  independence  of  arrangement  at  each  particular 
the  state  of  preparation,  and  the  independence  of  arrangement,  beiif  a 
more  important  than  when  the  enemy's  motions  were  governed  bj: 
uncertain  favor  of  winds  and  weather. 

It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  of  any  important  properties  belonging  to 
batteries  acting  defensively,  that  the  attacking  steam-vessels  may  not] 
with  them,  or,  at  least,  may  not  have  imparted  to  them  on  their arrii  ' 
the  coast ;  unless  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  give  to  the  former  a  ^ 
thickness  of  bulwark  than  would  be  admissible  in  sea  going  vesseb. 

But  the  peculiar  advantage  conferred  by  steam  lies  in  the 
moving  with  promptitude  and  rapidity  ;  and  any  attempts  to  Strang 
harbor  vessels,  by  thickening  their  bulwarks  considerably,  would  01 
ably  lessen  their  mobility,  thereby  partially  neutralizing  the  adi 
sought.     At  the  same  time,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  any! 
would  be  derived  from  the  thicker  sides.     It  is  probable  that  the  bat 
of  bulwark  for  these  vessels,  and  all  others,  is  that  which  will  be  Jul] 
against  grape  and  canister  shot  fired  from  moderate  distances; 
with  such  bulwarks,  a  shell  fired  from  a  bomb  cannon  within  a 
distance  would  pierce  both  sides ;  that  is  to  say,  would  go  in  on 
of  the  ship  and  out  at  the  opposite,  producing  no  greater  effect  than 
shot  of  the  same  calibre  ;  while,  with  thickened  sides,  every  shall 
lodge  in  the  timbers,  and  produce  terrible  ravages  by  bursting. 

In  the  practice  with  these  missiles  in  this  country,  it  has  bean 
difficult  to  lodge  a  shell  in  thin  target?,  even  when  the  load  of  the 
so  reduced  as  to  increase  materially  the  uncertainty  of  aim.     As  it] 
able,  therefore,  that  the  protection  from  solid  shot  afforded  by 
warks  would  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  greater  injury, 
shells  would  inflict  by  means  of  these  bulwarks,  we  may  concluda1 
harbor  steam-battery  will  not  differ,  in  this  respect,  materially,  from  thai 
ing  steamships ;  and,  if  they  do  differ  in  having  more  solid  and  infi 
bulwarks,  that  no  advantage  over  the  enemy  will  result  thereto* 
come,  therefore,  to  the  same  result  as  when  considering  the  appli<  *'~' 
other  kinds  of  floating  force  to  the  defence  of  harbors ;  and  this  1 
there  is  no  way  of  placing  the  coast  in  a  condition  of  reasonable; 
by  having,  at  any  point  the  enemy  may  happen  to  select,  a  force i 
readiness  which  shall  he  superior  to  that  brought  to  the  attack. 

The  reason  of  this  coincidence  of  result  is.  that  no  peculiarity  fl 
details  can  disguise  the  difficulties,  or  essentially  modify  the  conditions,! 
arable  from  the  nature  of  a  floating  force. 

Buoyancy  is  a  condition  necessary  to  every  variety  of  the  force; 
observe  this  condition,  a  common  material  must  be  used  in  each— a  1 
that  is  combustible,  weak,  and  penetrable  to  missiles.     If  the 
penetrability  be,  in  part,  remedied  by  an  increase  of  the  quantity  of  tbH) 
terial;  it  must  be  at  the  sacrifice  of  buoyancy,  activity,  and  speed— fWj 
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;reat  value.  If  a  small  draught  of  water  be  desired,  it  can  only  be 
at  the  expense  of  that  concentration  of  power  which  is  a  great  and 
haracteristic  quality  of  naval  armament. 

jht  not  be  strictly  true  to  say  thai  as  much  would  be  lost  in  one 
is  would  be  gained  in  another ;  but,  though  modifications  of  this 
force,  made  with  a  view  to  adapt  it  to  peculiar  services,  will  sorae- 
istnrb  the  equilibrium  of  the  several  kinds,  there  will  still  be  no 
sparity  when  acting  in  their  appropriate  way ;  and  a  little  super- 
one  to  the  weaker  party  will  restore  the  balance.  None  of  these 
ilions,  it  should  be  observed,  touch,  on  the  one  hand,  the  means 
j injury  is  inflicted;  nor,  on  the  other,  the  susceptibility  to  injury: 
■till  timber  structures,  carrying  a  common  armament. 
necessity  of  having  at  each  point  a  force  at  least  equal  to  the  attack- 
e,  will  require  large  preparations,  on  any  supposition.  With  the 
cper,  however,  with  gun-boats  and  floating  batteries,  something  has 
been  done :  the  existing  navy  will  be  an  important  contribution, 
easels  supplied  by  commerce  would  afford  tolerable  substitutes  for 
its ;  and  from  the  class  of  merchant  ships  many  vessels  might  be 
for  service  as  floating  batteries  :  still  there  will  remain  great  efforts 
nde,  and  great  amounts  to  be  expended,  to  complete  the  defensive 
But  a  reliance  on  steam  batteries  would  lead  to  expenditure  vastly 
(because,  with  them,  all  has  yet  to  be  provided.  Having  at  present 
II  of  this  kind  on  hand,  (or  next  to  none,)  the  preparation  by  the 
of  (say)  twenty  steam  frigates  would  require  the  construction  of  two 
d,of  equal  force,  on  our  part,  supposing  that  we  design  to  cover  but 
»r  principal  harbors,  leaving  all  others  at  his  mercy. 
tag  shown  that  steam  batteries  cannot  be  substituted  for  shore  de- 
we  will  here  add  that  they  will,  on  the  other  hand,  in  certain  cases, 
irily  increase  the  number  of  these  defences,  and,  in  other  cases,  aug- 
Ihetr  force.  Channels  which  admitted  only  small  vessels  of  war, 
i  in  peculiar  positions,  need  no  defence  ;  in  other  positions,  their  de- 
tfght  be  safely  trusted  to  works  of  moderate  force.  The  introduction 
a  vessels  of  small  draught  and  great  power  requires,  however,  that 
p— SHI  ii  should  be  defended,  and  defended  adequately. 
lAoakl  not  have  gone  so  much  at  length  into  a  branch  of  our  sub- 
Ntaein  the  general  conclusions  appear  to  be  so  obvious  and  incontro- 
Itfaat  for  the  prevalence  of  opinions  which  we  consider,  not  errone- 
toirfy,  but  highly  dangerous,  and  which,  we  think,  must  give  way 
'a fall  exhibition  of  the  truth.  We  do  not  anticipate  any  formidable 
Wm  to  the  positions  assumed,  nor  to  the  illustrations  ;  but,  even  should 
■a,  in  the  form  we  have  presented  them,  be  objected  to,  we  may  still 
mt  opposition  to  the  following  broad  propositions,  namely  : 
ff  the  seacoast  is  to  be  defended  by  naval  means  exclusively,  the  de- 
ft force  at  each  point  deemed  worthy  of  protection  must  be.  at  least, 
mpgwer  to  the  attacking  force. 

As,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  there  can  be  no  reason  for  expecting 
taek  on  one  of  these  points  rather  than  on  another,  and  no  time  for 
Bring  oar  state  of  preparation  from  one  to  another,  after  an  attack  has 
bebred,  each  of  them  must  have  assigned  to  it  the  requisite  means  ; 

Coassquently,  this  system  demands  a  power  in  the  defence  as  many 
pwtor  than  that  in  the  attack  as  there  are  points  to  be  covered. 
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Believing  that  a  well  digested  system  of  fortifications  will  save  the 
try  from  the  danger  attending  every  form  of  defence  by  naval  means, 
the  intolerable  expense  of  a  full  provision  of  those  means,  we  willnowi 
deavor  to  show  that  such  a  system  is  worthy  of  all  reliance. 

There  has  been  but  one  practice  among  nations,  as  to  the  defence  of  | 
and  harbors ;  and  that  has  been  a  resort  to  fortifications.    All  the 
ence  that  history  exhibits  is  on  one  side  only:  it  is  the  opposition  of 
or  other  works  comprehended  by  the  term  fortification,  to  attacks  by! 
sels;  and,  although  history  affords  some  instances  wherein  this  detail 
not  availed,  we  see  that  the  resort  is  still  the  same.    No  nation  omibi 
ing  the  exposed  points  upon  her  seaboard  with  fortifications,  nor 
in  confiding  in  them. 

In  opposition  to  this  mode  of  defence,  much  stress  is  laid  on 
cessful  attacks  that  have  been  made  by  ships  on  works  deemed  sti 
have  no  doubt  that  all  such  results  might  be  accounted  for  by  circui 
independent  of  the  naked  questien  of  relative  strength ;  bat,  at 
when  carefully  considered,  how  little  do  these  results  prove,  in 
with  numerous  other  instances,  in  which  there  was  an  immense 
of  force  in  favor  of  vessels  that  have  been  signally  defeated.    Than! 
instances  are  those  that  should  be  received  as  a  test  of  the  actual 
between  the  two  kinds  of  force ;  not,  certainly,  because  they  were 
but  because  the  smaller  the  work,  its  armament,  its  garrison,  the  fas  the | 
bility  that  any  extraneous  influence  has  been  in  operation.    A 
behind  a  parapet,  provided  its  position  be  a  fair  one,  and  the  _ 
proof,  need,  as  regards  its  contest  with  ships,  owe  nothing  else  to 
fortification  ;  and  its  effect  will  be  the  same  whether  the  battery  m 
from  the  hands  of  the  ablest  engineer  of  the  age,  or  were  erected  at! 
of  the  art.    The  gun  is  in  a  position  to  be  used  with  effect :  the-, 
as  fully  protected  by  the  parapet  as  the  service  of  the  gun  will  allovj 
are  brave  and  skilful,  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  their  doing! 
to  the  utmost  These  are  all  conditions  easily  fulfilled,  and,  theref 
to  be  so.  The  state  of  things  is  not  less  just  and  fair  toward  the 
chooses  her  time  and  opportunity ;  the  battery  goes  not  to  the 
ship  to  the  battery ;  taking  the  wind,  the  tide,  the  sea — all,  as 
have  them ;  her  condition  and  discipline  are  perfect,  and  her 
ons  and  adroit.    Nothing,  under  such  circumstances,  can  prevent 
issue  ot  battle,  but  some  extraordinary  accident — possible,  indeed- 
party,  but  easily  recognised  when  occurring. 

The  contest  between  larger  works  and  heavy  squadrons  may! 
more  complicated  affairs;  the  cause  of  disaster  to  the  former 
traceable  to  potent,  though  not  always  obvious,  influences.  Ttoi 
tions  may  have  been  absurdly  planned  originally,  or  badly 
there  has  at  all  times  been  in  this  profession,  as  in  others,  much 
to  quackery — they  may  have  been  erected  at  a  time  when  the 
war,  against  which  they  were  provided,  were  very  different  things ' 
lofty  I  ine-of  battle  ships  of  modern  times — a  Ions  peace,  or  long " 
may  have  left  them  in  a  state  wholly  unprepared  for  the  sudden  n 
strength — the  command  may  have  been  intrusted  to  persons  i) 
of  the  amount  of  power  in  their  hands,  and  of  the  mode  of 
the  garrison  may  have  been  undisciplined  or  mutinous — the  populace 
contented  or  disloyal — the  clamor  of  frightened  citizens  may  have  eel 
a  premature  surrender :  all  these,  or  any  of  them,  may  have  produced 
issue;  leaving  the  question  oi  ie\&vm  \wiret  aatouchei 
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there  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  and  other  deteriorating  influences 
e  occasionally  operated  to  the  prejudice  of  fortifications,  and  that 
re  likely  to  be  more  numerous  and  more  controlling  as  the  works 
re  extensive,  it  is  certain  that  there  can  be  no  influence  acting  in 
5  direction  upon  them  ;'that  is  to  say,  none  making  them  stronger 
e  efficient  than  they  ought  to  be.  There  can  be  no  favorable  in- 
>f  such  a  nature,  for  example,  as  to  make  the  simple  one-gun  bat- 
tle mentioned  equivalent  to  a  battery  (say)  ten  times  as  large, 
it  not  be  supposed,  from  what  we  have  said  in  relation  to  larger 
dons,  that  their  magnitude  necessarily  involves  imperfection  or 
a;  nor,  because  we  have  considered  small  and  simple  works  as  af- 
Ifae  best  solution  to  the  question  of  relative  force,  must  it  be  inferred 
ill  works  are  suited  to  all  circumstances.  We  speak  here  in  refer- 
■dy  to  the  judgment  we  are  entitled  to  form  of  the  relative  power 

antagonist  forces,  from  their  contests,  as  exhibited  in  history.  In 
is  of  the  latter  sort,  there  cannot,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  any 
nt  influence  operating,  of  which  we  are  ignorant,  or  for  which  we 
make  due  allowances ;  while,  in  examples  of  the  former  kind,  we 
in  the  dark  as  to  many  vital  matters. 

a  observations  have  been  deemed  necessary,  because,  in  judging  of 
Her,  it  might  not  be  so  obvious  that  certain  brilliant  and  striking 
rittuld  not  be  adopted  as  affording  the  true  test  of  relative  power. 
Bbe  more  natural  to  turn  to  Copenhagen  and  Algiers,  as  indicating 
fee  power  lies,  than  to  Charleston  and  Stonington;  and  yet  these 
■  iDdices,  would  be  true,  and  the  former  false. 
rill  now  turn  to  certain  examples: 

e  name  of  Martello  tower  was  adopted  in  consequence  of  the  good 
i  made  by  a  small  round  tower  in  the  Bay  of  Martello,  in  Corsica,  in 
v  1794»  which,  although  armed  with  one  heavy  gun  only,  beat  off 
Nvo  British  ships  of  war,  without  sustaining  any  material  injury  from 
N,  Bat  this  circumstance  ought  merely  to  have  proved  the  snperi- 
Mch  guns  on  shore  must  always,  in  certain  situations,  possess  over 
(skipping)  no  matter  whether  the  former  are  mounted  on  a  tower  or 
^  this  is  a  just  decision,  will  perhaps  be  readily  allowed  by  all  who 
ted  with  the  following  equally  remarkable,  but  less  generally 
which  occurred  about  twelve  years  afterwards,  in  the  same 
world."  • 
y  Smith,  in  the  Pompee,  an  eighty  gun  ship,  the  Hydra,  of 
ktyk  guns,  Captain  Manby,  and  another  frigate,  anchored  about 
yards  from  a  battery  of  two  guns,  situated  on  the  extremity 

Lieosa,  and  protected  from  assault  by  a  tower  in  which  were  five- 
W&j  French  soldiers,  commanded  by  a  lieutenant. 
Is  line  of  battle  ship  and  the  frigates  fired  successive  broadsides  till 
nition  was  nearly  expended ;  the  battery  continually  replying 
bat  destructive  effect.  The  Pomple,  at  which  ship  alone  it 
i  its  fire,  had  forty  shot  in  her  hull ;  her  mizen  topmast  carried  away ; 
inant,  midshipman,  and  five  men  killed,  and  thirty  men  wounded. 
ph,  force  proving  ineffectual,  negotiation  was  resorted  to,  and,  after 
mis  parley,  the  officer,  a  Corsican,  and  relative  of  Napoleon,  capitu- 

k  then  appeared  that  the  carriage  of  one  of  the  two  guns  had  foiled 


•  Pasley's  Course,  voL  iii. 
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on  the  second  shot,  and  the  gun  had  subsequently  been  fired  lyii 
sill  of  the  embrasure  :  so  that,  in  fact,  the  attack  of  an  eighty-gun 
two  frigates  had  been  resisted  by  a  single  piece  of  ordnance."  (J 
Sieges,  by  Col.  John  T.  Jones.) 

';  The  Gorsican  tower  above  mentioned,  which  had,  in  like  man 
pletely  baffled  a  naval  canuonade,  was  very  soon  found  to  surren 
attacked  by  land ;  not,  however,  before  a  small  battery  had  b 
[erected]  to  reduce  it."    (Pasley's  Course,  vol.  iii.) 

Here  are  two  examples : 

1st.  A  single  heavy  gun,  mounted  on  a  tower,  teat  off  one  or  ti 
ships. 

2d.  A  barbette  battery,  containing  two  guns,  beat  off  a  British  e 
ship,  supported  by  two  frigates. 

It  would  seem  that  no  exception  can  possibly  be  taken  to  eithei 
as  trials  of  relative  power.  There  is  no  complication  of  circura 
one  side  or  the  other  ;  nothing  to  confuse  or  mislead ;  all  is  per: 
pie  and  plain.  A  small  body  of  artillery,  judiciously  posted  on 
is  attacked  by  armed  vessels  bearing  forty  or  fifty  times  as  many  j 
the  ships,  unable  to  produce  any  effect  of  consequence,  are  beata 
loss. 

The  cases  present  no  peculiar  advantage  on  the  side  of  the 
either  as  regards  position  or  quality  ;  for  both  works  were  immei 
duced  by  a  land  attack  ;  that  which  the  eighty -gun  ship  and  tw 
were  unable  to  effect,  being  immediately  accomplished  by  landing 
pieces,  with  a  very  small  portion  of  the  crew  of  one  of  the  vessel 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  no  peculiar  disadvantage  on  the} 
ships,  as  the  time  and  mode  of  attack  were  of  their  own  choice. 

In  order  that  there  might  be  no  unjust  disparagement  of  the1 
the  manner  of  representing  the  affairs,  the  language  of  British  nil 
ters  (the  ships  being  British)  has  been  exactly  quoted.  (See  Pasta 
of  Elementary  Fortifications,  vol.  iii ;  and  Journal  of  Sieges,  by  Col 
T.  Jones.) 

Had  the  representation  of  these  actions  beep  taken  from  the ' 
party,  the  result  would  have  appeared  still  more  to  the  disadvabl 
ships. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  attack  and  defence  of  Copea 
April,  1801,  seem  to  have  been  the  following: 

On  the  northeast  side  of  the  city,  (the  only  side  exposed  to  at 
heavy  ships,)  there  lies  a  shoal  spreading  outward  irom  the  walls,  al 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  the  narrowest  part.  Through  this  shoal  fl 
in  a  northeast  and-by  north  direction,  a  narrow  channel,  coMi 
basin,  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  with  deep  water.  Were  it  not  fell 
vessels  might  approach  even  to  the  walls  of  the  city,  on  a  length  oA 
and  a  half  mile ;  as  it  is,  they  can  get  no  nearer,  in  any  place,  than  ah 
quarters  of  a  mile,  without  following  the  channel  just  mentioned 
edge  of  the  shoal  lies  nearly  north  and  south,  and  the  channel  ptflM 
it  in  a  northeast- by-north  direction,  the  great  mass  of  the  ahoi 
southward,  or  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  channel.  We  wfll 
the  southern  shoal.  The  "  Three-crown  battery"  is  situated  i 
southern  shoal,  and  near  the  channel. 

The  Danish  defences  consisted — 
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Of  the  fortifications  on  this  side  of  the  city,  including  the  Three* 
battery,  Nelson  estimated  the  batteries  supporting  the  Danish  ves- 
t  abont  ninety  guns. 

Of  four  sail  of  the  line,  mounting  282  guns,  and  one  frigate  and  two 
,  mounting  76  guns ;  making  358  guns.  All  these  vessels  lying  in 
annel  before  mentioned,  and  some  of  them  near  its  mouth  :  they  con- 
d  the  left  of  the  Danish  floating  defences,  and  were  thus  posted  to 
[the  entrance  to  the  inner  harbor  or  basin. 

Of  a  line  of  floating  defences,  of  various  kinds,  moored  near  the  edge 
southern  shoal.  They  were  eighteen  in  number,  as  follows,  count- 
Mi  the  right  or  southern  extremity :  1st,  a  block- ship  of  56  guns  ;  2d, 
k-ihip  of  48  guns ;  3d,  a  praam  of  20  guns ;  4th,  a  praam  of  20  guns ; 
block  ship  of  48  guns ;  6th,  a  raft  of  20  guns ;  7th,  a  block-ship  of  22 
8th,  a  raft  of  20  guns ;  9th,  a  block-ship  of  62  guns;  10th,  a  small 
of  6  guns ;  1 1th,  a  rait  of  24  guns ;  12th,  a  praam  of  20  guns ;  13th, 
of  the  line  of  74  guns  ;  14th,  a  block-ship  of  26  guns;  15th,  a  raft 
pins ;  16th,  a  ship  of  the  line  of  60  guns ;  17th,  a  block-ship  of  64 
18th,  a  "  frigate"  of  20  guns :  total  in  this  line  628  guns.  These 
i  were  moored  in  a  line  extending  south  from  a  point  outside  and  a 

0  the  southward  of  the  Three-crown  battery :  and  the  part  of  the 
west  the  walls  was  not  less  than  three  quarters  of  a,  mile  distant. 

1  Nelson  carried  to  the  attack  the  Elephant,  74  guns ;  Defiance,  74 
Rb,  74 ;  Bellona,  74 ;  Edgar,  74 ;  Russell,  74  ;  Ganges,  74 ;  Glutton 
k,  60 ;  Agamemnon,  64 ;  Polyphemus,  74 ;  Ardent,  64 ;  Amazon,  38 
is,  38 ;  Blanche,  36  ;  Alcmenc,  32  ;  Dart,  30  ;  Arrow,  18  ;  Cruiser, 
larpy,  18;  Zephyr,  14;  Otter,  14;  Discovery,  16;  Sulphur,  10 
,  10;  Explosion,  8;  Zebra,  16 ;  Terror,  10  ;  Volcano,  8 :  making  a 
if  1,074  guns,  besides  a  few  in  gun-boats.  The  Agamemnon  did  not 
to  action ;  which  reduces  the  force  employed  to  1,010  guns.  The 
la  and  Russell  grounded  ;  but  Lord  Nelson  says,  "  although  not  in 
tBfltiou  assigned  them,  yet  they  were  so  placed  as  to  be  of  good  ser- 

fth  this  force  Lord  Nelson  engaged  the  line  of  floating  defences  that 
Doored  near  the  edgo  of  the  southern  shoal.  He  approached  from  the 
ijwith  a  lair  wind ;  and  as  his  leading  vessel  got  abreast  of  the  most 
m  of  the  Danish  line,  she  anchored  by  the  stern.  The  second  En- 
Msel  passed  on  until  she  had  reached  the  next  position,  when  she 
pM,  also,  in  the  same  way  ;  and  thus,-  inverting  his  line  as  he  ex- 
it it,  he  brought  his  whole  force  against  the  outer  and  southern  part 
tfitnish  force.  His  line  did  not  reach  as  far  northward  as  the  Three- 
ifatftery,  and  mouth  of  the  channel ;  for  he  says,  in  speaking  of  the 
ifing  of  the  Bellona,  Russell,  and  Agamemnon :  "  These  accidents 
Mad  the  extension  of  oui  line  by  the  three  ships  before  mentioned, 
irald,  1  am  confident,  have  silenced  the  Grown  islands,  (Three-crown 
f9)  the  outer  ships  in  the  harbor's  mouth,  and  prevented  the  heavy 
l  die  Defiance  and  Monarch." 

lesntrating,  as  he  did,  the  force  of  1,010  guns  upon  a  portion  of  the 
h  army,  not  only  inferior  to  him  by  382  guns,  but  so  situated  as  to  be 
d  the  scope  of  succor,  and  without  a  chance  of  escape,  Lord  Nelson 
o  lesson  to  doubt  that  signal  success  would  crown  his  able  arrange- 
Every  vessel  in  this  outer  Danish  line  was  taken  or  destroyed, 
2 
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except  one  or  two  smaller  vessels,  which  cut  and  ran  in  under  shell 
fortifications. 

The  vessels  lying  in  the  narrow  channel  could  participate  in 
rial  degree,  in  the  action,  because  the  British  line  did  not  reach  a 
them ;  and  because,  not  being  advanced  beyond  the  general  dii 
the  Danish  line,  but,  on  the  contrary,  retired  behind  it,  they  cool 
upon  any  of  the  British  vessels — except,  perhaps,  obliquely  upon  tw> 
of  the  most  northern  ships.  But,  had  ail  the  Danish  vessels  that  w 
in  the  narrow  channel  been  mingled,  from  the  first,  with  the  line 
destroyed,  the  result  would  probably  have  been  still  more  to  the  a 
of  the  assailants :  that  is  to  say,  these  vessels,  also,  would  have  I 
tured  or  destroyed  ;  because,  not  only  would  the  aggregate  Danisl 
986  guns  have  been  inferior  to  the  1,010  guns  of  the  British,  bat 
also,  nave  been  without  the  ability  to  counteract  the  power  of  cone 
possessed  by  the  latter,  whereby  the  whole  force  would  have  acted 
of  the  Danish  line  in  succession. 

For  the  same  reason  that  the  squadron  which  lay  in  the  narroi 
<x>uld  not  materially  aid  in  resisting  the  attack  made  on  the  line  o 
defences  anchored  along  the  edge  of  the  shoal,  the  action  of  the  Thi 
"battery,  and  the  guns  on  the  shore,  must  have  been  greatly  i 
Situated  upon  the  shoal,  the  Three  crown  battery  was  behind  th 
line,  which  consequently  masked  it,  and  also  the  shore  batten 
•view  of  the  English  line.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  not  ca 
that  the  batteries  could  be  used  with  effect ;  and  the  commanc 
-Danish  forces  says,  expressly,  that  the  Three-crown  battery  "  did 
•at  all  into  action  /'  and  a  chronicler  of  the  times  states  that  the 
tions  of  the  town  "  were  of  no  service  while  the  action  lasted;  A 
to  fire  when  the  enemy  took  possession  of  the  abandoned  ships,  i 
at  the  same  time  that  the  parley  appeared"  In  proportion  as  th 
vessels  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  English,  as  some  wereh 
'Others  blown  up,  the  scope  of  the  batteries  would  enlarge,  and  tin 
be  felt ;  but,  just  as  all  impediment  of  this  sort  had  teen  ream 
'Nelson  himself  proposed  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  the  actio 
It  might  be  profitable  to  discuss  the  probable  consequences  of  a 
once  of  the  action ;  to  inquire  why  it  was  that  Lord  Nelson,  aft 
conquered  two-thirds  of  the  986  floating  guns  opposed  to  him,  did 
sue  his  advantage,  and  concentrate  his  1,010  guns  upon  the  368  gn 
were  all  that  remained  of  the  floating  defences  of  the  Danes,  en 
the  wind  was  in  favor  of  such  a  manoeuvre.  But  having  alreaaj 
too  much  space  to  this  particular  contest,  we  will  suppose  soa»4 
'policy,  perhaps  of  humanity,  induced  him  to  close  the  contest, a 
the  severe  blow  he  had  already  inflicted,  and  the  commanding  tOB 
'bled  him  to  assume,  for  such  a  termination  of  the  pending  negil 
the  interest  or  policy  of  Great  Britain  demanded. 

It  is  important,  however,  yet  to  notice,  that,  as  soon  as  the  M 
opened,  Lord  Nelson's  vessels  passed  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Tta 
battery,  as  fast  as  they  could  be  withdrawn.  Lord  Nelson  him 
that  this  battery  was  not  silenced. 

A  British  writer,  speaking  of  this  crisis,  says :  "  It  must  not,  htf 
concealed  that  Lord  Nelson,  at  the  time  he  dictated  this  note  to  1 
v/as  placed  in  rather  awkward  and  dilficult  circumstances:  the 
buitenes,  as  well  as  the  ships  which  were  stationed  at  the  mouth  0 
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Hill  anconquered  ;  two  of  his  own  vessels  were  aground,  and  ex* 
heavy  fire  :  others,  if  the  battle  continued,  might  be  exposed  to 
ate;  while  he  found  it  would  be  scarcely  practicable  to  bring  off 
under  the  fire  of  the  batteries.  These  considerations,  undoubt- 
enced  him  in  resolving  to  endeavor  to  put  a  stop  to  hostilities,  in 
)  the  instructions  he  had  to  spare  the  Danes,  and  the  respect  he 
'efelt  for  their  brave  defence."    (Campbell's  Naval  History,  vol. 

) 

cumstances  above  detailed  show,  clearly — 

latthe  battle  of  Copenhagen  was  fought  between  an  English  fleet, 
1,010  guns,  and  a  Danish  line  of  floating  defences,  mounting  628 
I  that  all  the  latter  were  conquered. 

at  the  Danish  line  was  attacked  in  such  a  manner,  that  none  of 
batteries  in  the  system  of  defence  could  participate  in  the  contest, 
3  carried  on  up  to  the  surrender  of  the  Danish  line,  almost  exclu- 
ireen  vessels.  It  appears  that  a  few  of  the  smaller  vessels,  under 
iou,  occupying  the  northern  extremity  of  the  English  line,  were 
fire  of  the  Three-crown  battery.  The  loss  being  very  severe,  he 
d  to  retreat. 

at,  as  soon  as  the  batteries  were  unmasked  and  began  to  act,  the 
closed,  by  Lord  Nelson  opening  a  parley. 

lat,  consequently,  it  was  in  no  sense  a  contest  between  ships  and 
>r  a  triumph  of  ships  over  batteries,  and  affords  no  ground  for 
'  their  relative  power.  m 

tat  it  illustrates,  strikingly,  the  advantage  that  a  fleet  possesses  over 
ry  line  of  floating  defences.  Lord  Nelson  was  superior  to  the 
bis  adversary's  floating  torch ;  but  not  being  disposed  to  run  any 
ry  hazard,  he  directed' all  his  force  upon  apart  of  the  Danish  line, 
J,  of  course,  defeated  ;  and  had  there  been  no  other  than  a  floating 
nit,  so,  of  course,  would  have  been  the  remainder,  had  it  been  of 
itrength  it  was.  This  example  fully  confirms  what  we  have  be- 
on  this  topic. 

ating  the  respective  forces  above,  we  have  set  down  the  vessels  of 
s  at  their  rate :  that  is  to  say,  a  ship  called  a  seventy-four,  we 
tned  at  74  guns. 

'  proceed  to  examine  a  great  instance  of  naval  success,  in  which 
room  to  doubt  the  extern  to  which  fortifications  were  engaged; 
ce  is  the  attack  on  Algiers  in  1816. 

ick  was  made  by  the  combined  English  and  Dutch  fleets,  mount- 
>ne  thousand  guns,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Ex  mouth. 
>rtifications  that  looked  towards  the  water,  there  are  enumerated 
supposed  to  be  authentic,  320  guns ;  but  not  more  than  200  of 
1  act  upon  the  fleet  as  it  lay.  The  ratio  of.  the  forces  engaged, 
is  expressed  by  the  number  of  guns,  (saying  nothing  of  the  calibres, 
we  know  nothing,)  was  about  as  5  to  2.  The  action  continued 
arter  before  three  until  nine,  without  intermission,  and  did  not 
[ether  until  half-past  eleven. 

y  certain  that  the  effects  of  the  fire  upon  the  Algerine  shipping 
were  very  severe,  because  we  know  that  all  the  shipping  was  de- 
:cepting  some  small  vessels ;  and  we  know,  also,  that  Lord  Ex- 
tuted  the  terms  of  the  treaty  that  followed. 
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Honorable  as  this  result  was  to  the  combined  fleets,  and  happy  is  it  w 
for  the  cause  of  humanity,  there  are,  nevertheless,  technical  circunBtanq 
connected  with  it,  that  excite  doubts  as  to  how  much  of  the  final  nj 
was  due  to  physical  chastisement,  to  moral  effect,  to  inherent  defect^ 
the  defences,  and  to  ignorance  in  the  use  of  these  defences,  such  as  4| 
were.  That  the  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  in  the  city  and  worb % 
great,  is  probable,  because  we  are  informed  that  a  very  great  addition  |j 
been  made  to  the  garrison,  in  preparation  for  the  attack,  under  soul 
pression.  no  doubt,  that  a  landing  would  be  attempted.  For  the  seni 
of  the  guns  there  were  needed  but  3,000  or  4,000  men,  at  the  utmost  i 
accumulation  beyond  that  number  would  add  nothing  to  the  vipij 
defence,  while,  by  causing  an  increase  of  the  casualties,  it  would  beaghl 
the  terrors  of  the  combat.  The  depressing  effect  of  this  loss  of  life  hi 
batteries,  and  of  the  burning  of  buildings  within  the  town,  and  abootl 
mole,  was  of  course  increased  by  the  entire  destruction  of  the  Algffl 
fleet,  anchored  within  the  mole.  I 

We  have  no  means  of  judging  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  wo| 
nor  of  their  fitness  for  the  task  of  contending  with  the  heavy  shin 
modern  times. 

The  forts  and  batteries  on  the  shore  were  probably  too  elevated 
commanded  even  by  the  largest  of  the  assailing  ships ;  and,  provided 
guns  were  covered  with  a  proof  parapet,  they  may  be  regarded  as 
well  situated. 

But  more  than  half  of  the  guns  engaged  were  in  the  Mole-head 
and  the  mode  of  attack  adopted,  especially  by  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
guns,  was  calculated  to  test,  in  the  severest  manner,  the  principles  on 
this  work  had  been  planned.     Shc«so  placed  herself  within  "fifty 
of  the  extremity  of  this  battery,  that  she  could  either  rake,  or  t 
Teverse,  every  part  of  it.    If  she,  at  the  same  time,  commanded  the  lei 
that  is  to  say,  if,  from  her  spar-deck,  she  could  look  down  upon  itt 
form — theu  she  must,  at  once,  with  her  grape  and  canister,  have  dri 
garrison  from  that  platform,  leaving  only  the  lower  and  covered 
guns,  if  there  were  such  a  tier,  for  service.     With  our  imperfect 
of  the  fortifications,  all  this  must,  however,  be  left  to  conjecture. 

But  there  are  matters  connected  with  the  service  of  the  batteries^ 
are  not  conjecture.    Not  a  shot  was  fired  until  the  Queen 
anchored. 

What  a  different  vessel,  when  she  anchored,  might  not  this  Aip 
been,  if  the  Mole-head  battery  had  employed  its  fire  of  more  ttap 
guns  in  raking  her,  from  the  time  she  arrived  within  a  mile  eodAjlj 
until  she  had  anchored  within  fifty  yards?  How  different  BMjK'* 
been  the  condition  of  the  fleet,  generally,  if  they  had  been  nM| 
during  the  approach,  and  while  assuming  their  stations,  to  thenkyfj 
of  all  the  200  guns  ?  ,    ; 

It  does  not  appear  that  a  single  hot  shot  was  fired  from  the  batten* 

We  might  almost  rest  on  this  fact ;  and  assert  that  a  defence 
failed  to  provide  itself  with  this  auxiliary  means,  must  have  been 
on  in  disregard,  if  not  in  violation,  of  all  rules,  all  knowledge, 
experience  ;  that  it  was  probably  without  plan  or  combination,  and, 
probable,  without  preparation  in  other  particulars  of  importance  sctf! 
inferior. 
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»re  leaving  this  example,  it  may  be  well  to  inquire  what,  after  all, 
e  effect  of  these  batteries  upon'  the  ships,  compared  with  the  effect 
s  upon  ships. 

le  battle  of  the  Nile,  the  French  fleet,  rated  at  1,190  §nns,  caysed  a 
Nelson's  fleet  of  895  killed  and  wounded ;  which  is  in  the  propor- 
ten  French  guns  to  less  than  eight  Englishmen  killed  and  wounded, 
battle  of  Trafalgar  the  French  fleet  carried  not  less  than  3,000  guns, 
vj caused  a  loss  to  the  English  of  1,587  killed  and  wounded ;  which 
e  proportion  of  ton  guns  to  less  than  six  killed  and  wounded.  In 
iir  of  Algiers,  with  a  force  not  exceeding  200  guns,  the  batteries 
a  loss  of  883  killed  and  wounded,  being  in  the  proportion  of  10 
'44  men  ;  and,  if  we  take  into  account  every  gun  that  was  pointed 
te  bay,  (say  350  guns,)  the  proportion  will  be  10  guns  to  25  men  ; 
a  effect  more  than  three  times  as  great  as  that  produced  by  the 
ships  at  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  and  more  than  four  times  as  great 
produced  by  the  ships  of  the  same  nation  at  Trafalgar. 
e  reflecting  on  the  circumstances  of  this  battle,  the  mind  is  not 
I  with  any  reasons  that  present  themselves  for  the  withdrawal  of 
xmouth,  the  moment  the  land  wind  enabled  him  to  do  so.  On  the 
tion  of  entire  success  on  his  part,  it  is  not  understood  why  he 
feel  the  great  anxiety  he  states  himself  to  have  been  under,  that 
id  should  spring  up.  "Providence  at  this  interval,"  (between  10 
at  night,)  "gnvc  tu  my  anxious  wishes  the  usual  land  wind,  com- 
this  bay ;  and  my  expections  were  completed.  We  were  all  hands 
sd  warping  and  towing  off,  and,  by  the  help  of  the  light  air,  the 
rere  under  sail,  and  came  to  anchor  out  of  the  reach  of  shells, 
aro  in  the  morning,  after  twelve  hours  of  incessant  labor." 
,  if  any  thing  had  been  decided  by  the  action,  it  must  have  been 
two  things:  either  the  ships  were  victorious,  or  the  batteries 
t  If  the  ships  were  completely  victorious,  it  would  seem  to  have 
idicious  for  them  to  remain  where  they  were,  in  order,  if  there  was 
ly  more  fighting,  to  be  ready  to  press  their  advantage  ;  and,  especi- 
order  to  maintain  the  ascendency,  by  preventing  the  remounting  of 
^pairing  of  batteries,  and  resupplying  them  with  munitions,  &c. 
the  people  possessed  the  inflexibility  report  ascribed  to  the  Dey,  and 
y  set  zealously  about  the  work  of  preparation  for  a  new  contest,  it 
lot  have  been  easy  for  Lord  Exmouth,  in  the  condition  to  which  his 
!e  acknowledged,  by  authentic  accounts,  to  have  been  reduced,  to 
his  demands.  It  is  not  understood,  therefore,  why,  if  he  had  been 
Msftil  as  to  be  certain  that  his  end  was  attained,  he  should  be  so 
i  to  get  out  of  gunshot,  when,  by  so  doing,  he  involved  the  issue 
t  or  less  doubt  and  hazard. 

slied  on  the  effects  produced  on  the  people  by  his  dreadful  cannon- 
1  the  result  proves  that  he  was  right ;  but  his  anxiety  to  clear  the 
from  the  contest  shows  that  there  was  a  power  still  unconquered, 
te  thought  it  better  to  leave  to  be  restrained  by  the  suffering  popu- 
F  the  cif y,  than  keep  in  a  state  of  exasperation  and  activity  by  his 
a.  What  was  this  power,  but  an  unsubdued  energy  in  the  batteries? 
rue  solution  of  the  question  is,  then,  not  so  much  the  amount  of  in- 
le  on  the  one  side  or  the  other — particularly  as  there  was,  on  the 
,  a  city  to  suffer,  as  well  as  the  batteries— as  the  relative  efficiency 
trties  when  the  battle  closed  at  about  eleven  o'clock.    All  political 
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agitation  end  popular  clamor  aside,  what  would  have 
tbe  fight  been  continued,  or  even  had  Lord  Ezmoo 
morning  7 

These  are  questions  that  c»n  be  answered  only  on 
manner  the  battle  ended  certainly  leaves  room  forma 
had  the  subsequent  demands  of  Lord  Exmouth  been  r 
his  power  to  enforce  them  by  his  ships :  whether,  indec 
ed  the  fight,  he  would  not  have  been  signally  defeated. 

On  the  whole,  we  do  not  think  that  this  battle,  altb 
eminent  as  an  example  of  naval  success  over  batteries, 
ments  to  shake  the  confidence  which  fortifications, 
planned,  and  well  fought,  deserve,  as  the  defences  of  a 

Gibraltar. 

The  attack  oti  the  water  batteries  of  Gibraltar  in  Sep 
French  and  Spanish  floating  batteries,  is  a  well-known  ii 
of  guns  on  shore. 

These  floating  batteries  had  been  rendered,  as  was  i 
and  shell-proof,  by  several  additional  thicknesses  of  tim 
by  covering  the  decks  with  a  roof  of  sloping  timbers. 

They  mounted  112  guns  on  the  engnged  side,  with 
place  any  that  might  be  dismounted.  They  were  nncb 
of  about  1,000  yards  from  the  walls,  and  were  opposed 

After  a  protracted  cannonade,  nine  of  (he  floating  t 
by  hot  shot  from  the  shore  ;  and  the  tenth,  huvingbeen 
by  the  victors,  was  set  on  fire  by  them. 

No  material  injury  was  done  to  the  works  of  (he  tow 
only  eighty-five  men  and  officers  were  killed  and  woun 
these  vessels,  together  with  a  very  violent  cannonade 
from  the  siege  batteries. 

Battle  of  Algesirat. 

On  (be  6th  July,  1801,  the  French  Admiral  Lenois 
off  the  town  of  Algesiras  with  two  ships  of  80  guns,  c 
one  frigate.  To  (he  south  of  him,  on  a  small  island,  v 
the  Green-island  battery,  mounting  seven  18  and  24-po1 
north  of  him,  on  the  main,  another  battery,  called  £ 
mounting  five  18-pounders.  There  were,  besides,  foil 
boats  anchored  near:  unking  a  total  of  30b'  guns  afli 
battery — altogether,  318  guns. 

Sir  James  Saumarez,  hearing  that  Lenois  was  in  this 
against  him  from  Cadiz  with  two  ships  of  Si)  guns,  to 
frigate,  and  a  lugger  :  in  all,  502  guns.  On  his  approac 
anchored  in  a  line  nearly  north  and  south,  at  some  dist. 
cut  his  cables  and  ran  into  shoal  water,  to  prevent  bein 
the  British  line  :  this  manoeuvre,  at  the  same  time,  eni 
fire  of  the  batteries. 

Tbe  Hannibal,  one  of  the  British  7A's,  in  attempting 
French  admiral,  touched  the  ground,  and  could  not  be  fli 
^ver,  continued  the  fight  with  great  obstinucy,  even  for 
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afar ie  was  deserted  by  her  consorts.  Not  being  able  to  double  upon  the» 
Raadt  line,  in  attempt  was  made  to  assault  the  Green-isle  battery,  whicfrr 
taf  badly  served  by  the  Spaniards,  had  nearly  ceased  firing.  But  this  at- 
lapt  was  anticipated  by  the  arrival  at  the  island  of  a  party  sent  from  the 
ftmh  frigate  lying  near ;  and  the  assault  was  defeated,  with  the  loss  to 
ia  English  of  one  boat  sunk  and  another  taken  :  the  Frenchmen  renewing* 
wkh  figor  the  fire  of  the  battery.  At  the  north  end  of  the  line,  the  French 
admiral  was  aided  by  seven  gun-boats,  which  took  so  active  a  part  in  the 
fght  that  five  of  them  were  sunk  or  rendered  unserviceable.  The  St* 
lafM  lattery  being,  however,  served  sluggishly  by  the  Spaniards,  the 
Fwad^nt  a  party  from  the  Dessaix  to  impart  greater  activity  and  effect* 

Afefte  combat  had  continued  about  six  hours,  the  British  squadron 
fat o^  greatly  damaged,  leaving  the  Hannibal  74  alone  and  aground ;  and 
Ac,  after  suffering  great  loss,  was  obliged  to  strike.  The  French  insist  that 
Ae  Fompee,  an  English  ship  of  80  guns,  had  struck  her  colors  ;  but,  as 
fcy  «mM  not  take  possession,  she  drifted  off  and  was  then  towed  away: 
tJibefiered  she  was  entirely  dismasted. 

V*  do  not  know  the  loss  in  the  French  squadron,  but  the  killed,  wounded, 
■during,  in  the  English  fleet,  amounted  to  375  men  ;  being  more  than 
**•  men  for  every  ten  guns  against  them,  and  being  twice  as  great,  in 
FJWioD,  as  the  English  loss  in  the  battle  of  Trafalgar. 

■to  battle  of  Algesiras,  there  were  502  English  guns  afloat,  acting 

ZW306  French  guns  afloat.  As  the  English  chose  their  own  time  for 
■Hick,  and  had  the  wind,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  306  of 
:  JBogfah  guns  were  a  match  for  the  306  guns  in  the  French  vessels. 
{•  "will leave  196  English  guns  afloat,  opposed  to  the  12  guns  in  the  bat* 
f  EHi*1  Zoning  one  side  only  of  each  ship,  it  shows  98  guns  in  the 

■jjjfcet  to  have  been  overmatched  by  the  twelve  guns  in  the  batteries; 
'w  never  was  a  more  signal  and  complete  discomfiture  ;  and  it  will 

■J  rf  no  other  explanation  than  that  just  given,  namely,  that  the  two 

Jjlkstteries,  one  of  5  and  the  other  of  7  guns,  partly  18  and  partly 

JHjnjders,  more  than  compensated  for  the  difference  in  favor  of  the  Brit- 

*"*<rf  196  guns. 

^•Hannibal  got  aground,  it  is  true  ;  but  she  continued  to  use  her  g[uns; 

J***^  effect,  until  she  surrendered;  and,  even  on  the  supposition 

JJP^ip  was  useless  after  she  grounded,  the  British  had  still  an  excess 

"J'pDs  over  the  French  fleet  and  batteries. 

^J*  batteries  were  well  placed,  and  probably  well  planned  and  con- 
^  SjjHbot  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  about  them  ;  their  condition 

k  25?  **  *?^*  was  complained  of  by  Admiral  Lenois ;  and  they  were 

*Tfaghtin  the  early  part  of  the  action  :  still  the  12  guns  on  shore 

frg*  fcoad  to  be  more  than  equivalent  for  two  seventy -fours  and  one 

Battle  of  Fuenterabia. 

£*  recent  affair  introduces*  steam  batteries  to  our  notice. 
g*Jj  the  11th  July,  1836,  six  armed  steamers,  together  with  two  British  and 
T^J  Spanish  gun-boats,  attacked  the  little  town  oi  Fuenterabia.  The 
"  ff^aurroanded  only  by  an  old  wall ;  and  two  guns  of  small  calibre,  to 
?J*j«n  the  evening  of  the  attack,  a  third  gun  of  larger  calibre  was  added, 
^*I  the  entire  of  its  artillery.    The  squadron  cannonaded  this  place 
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daring  a  whole  day,  and  effected  absolutely  nothing  beyond  unroofing  . 
demolishing  a  few  poor  and  paltry  houses,  not  worth,  perhaps,  the  un 
nition  wasted  in  the  attack.  What  may  have  been  the  number  of  guns  i 
weight  of  metal  which  the  assailants  brought,  is  unknown ;  though  the 
periority,  independent  of  the  superior  weight  of  metal,  must  have  ben 
least  ten  to  one :  but  not  the  slightest  military  result  was  obtained.  (< 
United  Service  Journal,  August,  1836,  page  631.) 

We  will  now  turn  to  affairs  of  a  similar  character  on  our  own  coat 

In  June,  1776,  Sir  Peter  Parker,  commanding  a  squadron  of  two  A 
of  50  guns,  four  of  28  guns,  two  of  20  guns,  and  a  bomb-ketch — in  all  I 
cording  to  their  rate)  252  guns — attacked  Fort  Moultrie,  in  Charleston  I 
bor,  South  Carolina. 

It  is  stated  that  the  fort  mounted  "about  thirty  pieces  of  heavy  artille 
Three  of  the  smaller  vessels  were  aground  for  a  time  during  the  acti 
and  one  of  them  could  not  be  floated  off,  and  was  in  consequence  bt 
by  the  English.  Deducting  this  vessel  as  not  contributing  to  the  alti 
and  supposing  that  the  other  two  were  engaged  but  half  the  time,  the  1 
glish  force  may  be  estimated  at  200  guns ;  or,  reckoning  one  broadside  a 
at  100  guns  against  30  guns. 

The  English  were  defeated  with  great  loss  of  life,  and  injury  to  thai 
sels;  while  the  fort  suffered  in  no  material  degree,  and  lost  but  30  m 
The  killed  and  wounded  in  the  squadron  were  reported  by  the  comraodi 
to  be  205 ;  being  ior  every  10  guns  employed  against  them  more  than 
men  killed  and  wounded— a  loss  more  than  eleven  times  as  great,  in p 
portion  to  the  opposing  force,  as  the  loss  at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar. 

In  September,  1814,  a  squadron  of  small  vessels,  consisting  of  two  4 
and  two  brigs,  mounting  about  90  guns,  attacked  Fort  Boyer,  at  the  am 
of  Mobile  bay.  A  false  attack  was  at  the  same  time  made  by  a  party 
marines,  artillery,  and  Indians,  on  the  land  side.  The  fort  was  very  s© 
and  could  not  have  mounted  more  than  20  guns  on  all  sides,  nor  morelli 
15  guns  on  the  water  fronts.  The  action  continued  between  two  and  lb 
hours,  when  one  of  the  ships,  being  so  injured  as  to  be  un manageable, dafl 
ashore  under  the  guns,  and  was  abandoned  and  burnt  by  the  English;  I 
other  vessels  retreated,  after  suffering  severely.  There  were  ten  nwnk 
ed  and  wounded  in  the  fort ;  the  loss  on  the  other  part  is  not  known. 

The  affair  of  Stonington,  during  the  last  war,  affords  another  instil 
of  successful  defence  by  a  battery.  In  this  case  there  were  only  two  go 
(Impounders,)  in  a  battery  which  was  only  three  feet  high,  and  with 
embrasures.  The  battery,  being  manned  exclusively  by  citizen  vokroto 
from  the  town,  repelled  a  persevering  attack  of  a  sloop  of  war,  caaa 
serious  loss  and  damage,  but  suffering  none. 

The  only  other  instance  we  will  adduce  is  that  of  the  late  attack  on  < 
castle  of  St.  Juan  de  Ulloa.  Having  before  us  a  plan  of  this  work,  made 
the  spot,  after  the  surrender,  by  a  French  engineer  officer  who  was  one 
the  expedition ;  having,  also,  his  official  account  of  the  affair,  as  well 
narratives  by  several  eye-witnesses,  we  can  fully  understand  the  circa 
stances  attending  the  operations,  and  are  liable  to  no  material  erron. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  183S,  Admiral  Baudin  anchored  at  the  i 

tance  of  about  seven-eighths  of  a  mile  in  a  northeast  direction  from  I 

castle,  with  the  frigates  La  JNereide,  of  52  guns,  La  Gloire,  of  62  guoM 

Llphigenie,  of  60  guns ;  and,  after  being  a  short  time  in  action,  be  l 

joined  by  La  Creole,  of  24  guns :  in  all  1&8  guns,  according  to  the  nte 
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if*.  In  a  position  nearly  north  from  the  castle,  and  at  a  distance  of 
(ban  a  mile,  two  bomb  ketches,  carrying  each  two  large  mortars,  were 
red.  The  wind  being  adverse,  all  the  vessels  were  towed  into  posi- 
f  two  armed  steamboats  belonging  to  the  squadron.  « It  was  lucky 
■  says  the  reporter,  "  that  the  Mexicans  did  not  disturb  this  operation, 
lasted  near  two  hours,  and  that  they  permitted  us  to  commence  the 
He  further  says :  "  We  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  one  21  pounder, 
i -pounders,  seven  12  pounders,  one  8-pounder,  and  five  1 8-pounder 
ades :  in  all,  19  pieces  only."  In  order  the  better  to  judge  of  these 
iei,  we  will  convert  them,  in  proportion  to  the  weight  of  balls,  into 
aiders;  and  we  find  these  19  guns  equivalent  to  less  than  12  guns  of 
ilibre.  But  we  must  remark,  that,  although  this  simplifies  the  ex- 
on  of  force,  it  presents  it  greatly  exaggerated  ;  it  represents,  for  exam- 
rce8-pounders  as  equivalent  to  one  24  pounder ;  whereas,  at  the  dis- 
the  parties  were  engaged  (an  efficient  distance  for  a  24  pounder)  the 
aders  would  be  nearly  harmless.  It  represents  also  the  18  pounder 
lades  as  possessing  each  three-fourths  the  power  of  a  long  24-pound- 
hereas,  at  that  distance,  they  would  not  be  better  than  the  8  pounders, 
;ood.  Although  the  above  estimate  of  the  force  of  the  batteries  is  too 
by  full  one  third,  we  will,  nevertheless,  let  it  stand  as  representing 
orce. 

we  were,  then,  twelve  24-ponnders  engaged  against  94  guns  (estima- 
orone  broadside  only  of  each  ship)  and  4  sea-mortars.  During  the 
•  a  shell  caused  the  magazine  in  the  cavalier  to  explode,  whereby 
»f  the  nineteen  guns  were  destroyed,  reducing  the  force  to  about  ten 
mders. 

sideriii£r  the  manner  in  which  this  work  was  defended,  it  would  not 
een  surprising  if  the  ships  had  prevailed  by  mere  dint  of  their  guns; 
r  author  states,  expressly,  that  though  the  accident  just  mentioned 
Kely  extinguished  the  fire  of  the  cavalier,  still  "  the  greater  part  of 
ier  pieces  which  could  see  the  ships,  to  the  number  of  sixteen,  con- 
to  fire  till  the  end  of  the  action."  They  were  not  dismounted,  there- 
id  the  loss  of  life  at  them  could  not  have  been  great.  What,  then,  was 
Jse  of  the  surrender  of  the  castle'/ 

4  has  l>cen  said  of  the  groat  use,  made  by  the  ships,  of  horizontal 
or  shells  fired  at  low  angles,  from  large  guns  ;  and  it  is  a  prevailing 
in  the  work  was  lorn  to  pieces,  or  greatly  dilapidated,  by  these  mis- 
This  engineer  oflicer  states  that,  on  visiting  the  castle  after  the  can- 
e,  he  found  "it  had  been  more  injured  by  the  French  balls  and  shells 
e  had  expected  ;  still  the  casemates  in  the  curtains,  serving  as  bar- 
br  the  troops,  were  intact."  "  Of  187  guns  found  in  the  fort,  102  were 
rviceable  ;  29  only  had  been  dismounted  by  the  French  fire.  The 
it  injury  was  sustained  by  the  cavalier"  (where  a  magazine  exploded) 
<ion  No.  2;  in  battery  No.  5,"(  where  another  magazine  was  blown  up.) 
he  officers'  quarters."  They  found  in  the  castle  25  men  whose  wounds 
x>  severe  to  permit  their  removal  with  the  rest  of  the  garrison. 
he  29  guns  dismounted,  5  were  thrown  down  with  the  cavalier; 
mining  24  guns  were  no  doubt  situated  in  parts  of  the  work  opposite 
attack,  being  pointed  in  other  directions  ;  and  were  struck  by  shots 
bthat  had  passed  over  the  walls  facing  the  ships.  There  is  reason  to 
e  that,  of  the  remaining  16  guns  pointed  at  the  French,  none  were 
nted  ;  and  we  know  that  most  of  them  continued  to  fire  till  the  end 
action. 
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The  two  explosions  may,  certainly,  have  been  caused  by  sheik  find  ft 
low  angles  from  Paixhan  guns.    But  it  is  much  more  likely  they 
caused  by  shells  from  the  sea-mortars,  because  these  last  were  much 
and  therefore  more  likely  to  break  through  the  masonry ;  because,  being  I 
at  high  angles,  they  would  fall  vertically  upon  the  magazines, .which 
less  protected  on  the  top  than  on  the  sides ;  and  because  there  were  more < 
these  large  shells  fired,  than  of  the  small  ones,  in  the  ratio  of  302  to  117. 

But,  considering  that  the  cannonade  and  bombardment  lasted  ibootal 
hours,  and  that  8,250  shot  and  shells  were  fired  by  the  French,  it  ieextraooj 
dinary  that  there  were  no  more  than  two  explosions  of  magazines,  eod  thd 
no  greater  injury  was  done  the  fort ;  since  it  is  certain  that  there  werenotaj 
than  six  other  similar  magazines  situated  on  the  rampart,  in  different  prt| 
of  the  work,  not  one  of  which  was  shell-proof.  The  surrender,  after 
explosions,  was  a  very  natural  event,  with  a  governor  and  garriior 
seem  to  have  known  as  little  about  the  proper  preparation  for  such 
as  about  the  mode  of  conducting  them.  The  second  explosion  mull 
satisfied  them,  if  the  first  did  not,  that  they  had  introduced  within  thein 
precincts  much  more  formidable  means  of  destruction  than  any  it  wail 
the  power  of  the  French  to  send  from  gun  or  mortar.  |j 

The  important  points  to  be  noticed  in  this  contest  are  these : 

1st.  The  French  took  such  a  position  that  their  94  guns  were 
by  the  equivalent  of  10  or  12  guns  only. 

2d.  In  proof  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  Mexican  guns  generally,  it 
be  stated,  that,  although  the  three  French  frigates  were  struck  in  their  i 
about  three  hundred  times,' they  lost  but  thirty  three  men  in  killed 
wounded.  The  Iphigenie  was  hulled  160  times,  and  yet  had  bat  tl' 
men  hurt ;  very  few,  therefore,  of  these  160  balls  could  have  passed 
her  sides. 

3d.  It  appears  that  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  guns  exposed  to  thai 
action  of  the  French  broadsides  were  dismounted  or  silenced  by  their  1 

4th.  The  narratives  of  the  day  contain  exaggerated  statements  of ) 
inflicted  on  the  walls  by  shells  fired  from  guns ;  the  professional  report) 
quoted,  of  the  chief  engineer  of  the  expedition,  neither  speaks  of,noril 
to,  any  such  injury.    After  deducting  from  the  parts  of  the  work  ait*' 
most  injured — the  cavalier,  and  also  battery  No.  5,  in  each  of  which i*" 
zine  exploded — there  remain,  as  having  suffered  most,  the  quartenrf 
officers  and  bastion  No.  2.    As  to  the  first,  if  it  was  elevated  above  the  r 
(as  is  probable)  it  would  of  course  suffer  severely ;  because  the  welbofi 
barracks,  or  quarters,  are  never  made  of  a  thickness  to  resist  shot  or  4*^ 
any  kind;  and  if  not  elevated  above  the  walls,  hut  covered  by  Ihcflh 
injury  resulted  most  probably  from  shells  fired  at  high  angles  iron  the  I 
mortars,  and  not  from  shells  fired  nearly  horizontally  from  the  ft**l 
guns.     Whether  the  injury  sustained  by  bastion  No.  2  was  the  elf** 
shot  and  shells  upon  the  face  ot  the  walls,  or  of  shells  falling  vertically 
the  bastion,  is  not  stated ;  it  was  probably  due  in  part  to  both.   If  there 
been  any  extraordinary  damage  done  by  the  horizontal  shells,  wo  f&f 
son  ably  suppose  special  mention  would  have  been  made  of  it,  bectn*1' 
the  first  time  that  this  missile  had  been  tried,  in  a  large  way,  in  ac^fj ' 
fare.     That  any  thing  like  a  breach  could  have  been  effected  witheoWf 
at  that  distance,  and  in  that  time,  we  know  to  be  impossible ;  but  ittf  ■jJJ 
unreasonable  to  suppose,  nor  unlikely,  that  many  of  the  heavy  vertical »" 
may  have  fallen  in  the  bastion  and  caused  much  injury.     Whiter** 
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been  the  cause  of  the  damage,  or  its  amount,  it  did  not,  we  have 
u  to  believe,  extinguish  the  fire  of  any  of  the  five  16-pounders 
were  pointed  from  the  bastion  against  the  ships. 
i.  So  far  as  effects  were  produced  by  the  direct  action  of  the  French 
meat,  whether  guns,  bomb-cannon,  or  sea-mortars,  it  does  not  appear 
here  was  the  slightest  reason  for  the  submission  of  the  fort.  There  is 
doubt  that  the  8,250  shot  and  shells  fired  at  the  castle  must  have 
ly  marred  the  surface  of  the  walls  ;  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  three  or 
Unking  near  each  other  may  have  made  deep  indentations — especially 
e  Hone  is  soft,  beyond  any  material  applied  to  building  in  any  part  of 
Jntod  States ;  but  these  are  not  injuries  of  material  consequence,  how- 
they  may  appear  to  the  inexperienced  eye  ;  and  we  should  risk  little  in 
Oaf,  that,  abstracting:  the  effects  of  the  explosion,  the  castle  was  as 
sanble  to  assault,  after  the  cannonade,  as  before  it )  that,  so  far  as  re- 
i  the  levelling  of  .obstacles  lying  in  the  way  of  a  sword  in  hand  attack, 
lyBO  shot  and  shells  might  as  well  have  been  fired  in  the  opposite 
lion. 

i  The  explosion,  however,  of  two  deposites  of  powder  in  the  castle> 
of  which  is  reported  to  have  buried  sixty  men  in  its  ruins,)  showed 
defenders  that,  although  they  might  evade  the  vertical  fire,  and  their 
bright  cover  them  from  the  horizontal  fire,  of  the  French,  there  was 
potation  against,  no  evasion  of,  the  dreadful  ravages  of  exploding  mag- 
w.  With  this  ruin  around  them,  and  a  six-fold  greater  ruin  likely,  at 
iy  moment,  to  burst  upon  their  heads,  it  is  not  surprising  that  a  garri- 
i  fand  in  circumstances  so  unmilitary,  doubted  their  power  of  pro- 
ted  resistance. 

th.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  explosions  have  nothing  to  do 
■rvith  the  question  of  relative  strength,  or  with  the  peculiarities  of  the 
■eh  attack.  No  defences,  with  such  management,  can  be  effective  ;  and 
ifrck  can  fail.  The  French,  not  dreaming  of  such  culpable,  such  in- 
Wnble  negligence,  on  a  point  always  receiving  the  most  careful  atten- 
d  Wered  upon  the  cannonade  with  no  other  purpose,  as  is  avowed,  than 
pefiomewhat  weakening  the  defences,  and  dispiriting  and  fatiguing* 
jfRfton,  before  proceeding  to  an  assault  which  was  to  have  followed 
flfaandfor  which  all  preparations  had  been  made.  Had  the  Mexi- 
fchnra  all  the  powder  of  these  eight  magazines  into  the  sea,  or  had 
Vtaftported  it  to  their  barracks,  and  every  man,  making  a  pillow  of  a 
fcljjpt  through  the  whole  cannonade  (as  might  have  been  done  saiely) 
p  quarters  in  the  curtain  casemates,  the  castle  of  St.  Juan  de  Ulloa 
W  ve  doubt  not,  have  been  as  competent  to  resist  the  projected  assault, 
M11  when  the  French  first  arrived  before  it. 

The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  French  vessels,  hi  pro- 
to  the  guns  acting  against  them,  was,  for  ten  guns,  more  than  twen- 
i  men — being  upwards  of  four  times  as  great  as  the  loss  sustained 
*  - English  at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar. 
gJ°oc&dine  this  reference  to  facts  in  military  history,  we  will  add,  that 
gPot  see  now  it  is  possible  to  avoid  making  the  following  deduction,, 
•  that  fixed  batteries  upon  the  shore  are  capable  of  resisting  the 
of  ships,  even  when  the  armament  of  the  latter  is  by  far  the  most 
■ ana  heavy. 

we  several  reasons  for  this  capacity  in  batteries,  of  which  the 
*W  may  be  thus  stated :  and  these  reasons  apply  to  vessels  of  every 
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size  and  every  sort — to  small  or  large — to  vessels  moved  by  wind  or  stefl 
The  ship  is  everywhere  equally  vulnerable  ;  and,  large  as  is  her  hull,! 
men  and  the  guns  are  very  much  concentrated  within  her  :  on  the  oi 
hand,  in  the  properly  constructed  battery,  it  is  only  the  gun  itself,  ail 
part  of  the  carriage,  and  now  and  then  a  head  or  an  arm  raised  aboiet 
parapet,  that  can  be  hurt :  the  ratio  of  the  exposed  surfaces  being  not  lest| 
fifteen  or  twenty  to  one.  Next,  there  is  always  more  or  less  motion  in  I 
water,  so  that  the  ship  gun,  although  it  may  have  been  pointed  accnnklf 
one  moment,  at  the  next  will  be  thrown  entirely  away  from  the  object,  d 
when  the  motion  in  the  vessel  is  too  small  to  be  otherwise  noticed ;  when) 
in  the  batterv,  the  <pn  will  be  fired  just  as  it  is  pointed,  and  the  motioi! 
the  ship  will  merely  vary  to  the  extent  of  a  few  inches,  or  at  roost  twtf 
three  feet,  the  spot  in  which  the  shot  is  to  be  received.  In  the  shi 
are,  besides,  many  points  exposed,  that  may  be  called  vital  points, 
ing  her  rudder,  or  portions  of  her  rigging  or  of  her  spars,  she  may 
unmanageable,  and  unable  to  use  her  strength  ;  she  may  receive  shot 
der  water,  and  be  liable  to  sink ;  she  may  receive  hot  shot,  and  be  set  oa' 
and  these  damages  are  in  addition  to  those  of  having  her  guns  di 
and  her  people  killed,  by  the  shot  which  pierce  her  sides  and  scatter 
ters  from  her  timbers  ;  while  the  risks  of  the  battery  are  confined  to 
mentioned  above,  namely,  the  risk  that  the  gun,  the  carriage,  or  the 
may  be  struck.  That  the  magazines  should  be  exposed,  as  were  " 
the  castle  St.  Juan  cle  Ulloa,  must  never  be  anticipated  as  possible. 

While  on  this  part  of  our  subject,  it  is  proper  to  advert  to  the  nserfHl 
zontol  shells,  or  hollow  shot,  or  Paixhan's  shells,  (as  they  are  vanoal 
called  ;)  it  having  been  argued  that  the  introduction  of  these" missiles ■  4 
ously  to  impair  the  utility  of  fortifications  as  a  defence  of  the  seaeotfL  j 

We  fully  believe  that  the  free  use  of  these  shells  will  have  an  mMl 
of  some  importance  on  the  relative  force  of  ship  and  battery ;  bat  dwl 
fluence  must  bo  the  very  reverse  of  such  predictions.  How  are  tbt 
teries  to  be  affected  by  them?  It  can  be  but  in  two  ways:  first, die 
gun  having  been  pointed  so  as  to  strike  a  vital  point — that  is  to  say, i 
a  carriage — the  shell  may  explode  at  the  instant  of  contact.  This 
may  possibly  happen  thus  opportunely,  but  it  would  happen  ife-r^s 
chances  ;  and  if  happening,  would  probably  do  no  more  than  addaSWJj 
to  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  For  reasons  that  will  soon  appMT,U| 
he  doubted  whether  the  probability  of  dismounting  the  gun  would  be*H 
as  if  the  missile  were  a  solid  32-poundcr  shot.  Secondly,  if  it  ta-B^j 
dismounting  the  guns,  or  killing  the  garrison,  the  effects  anticipefci  ft 
these  missiles  must  result  from  the  injury  they  do  the  battery  \\tA  Wj 
we  are  perfectly  informed,  by  military  experience,  as  to  the  eflecntf '«■■ 
shells  upon  forts  and  batteries  ;  for  the  shells  are  not  new,  although  tegg 
may  be  so — the  8-inch  and  the  10  inch  shells  having  always  been  «lpjg 
in  abundance  to  every  siege-train,  and  being  perfectly  understood,  w* 
to  their  effects  and  the  mode  of  using  them.  - 

Were  it  a  thing  easily  done,  the  blowing  away  of  the  pwp*Jj 
work  (a  very  desirable  result  to  the  attacking  party)  would  be  a  COlBJ 
incident  in  the  attacks  of  fortifications  ;  but  the  history  of  attacks  hfP 
or  water  affords  no  such  instance.  The  only  practicable  way  yet  W* 
ered  of  demolishing  a  fortification,  being  by  attaching  a  miner  to  the  ttf 
the  wall ;  or  by  dint  of  solid  shot  and  heavy  charges,  fired  unremittinffl>| 
ring  a  long  succession  of  hours  upon  the  same  part  of  the  wall,  in  order  ■ 
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to  break  through  it,  but  to  break  through  it  in  such  a  manner  that  the- 
it  and  pressure  of  the  incumbent  mass  may  throw  large  portions  of 
ill  prostrate.  This,  the  shortest  and  best  way  of  breaching  a  wall, 
us,  in  the  first  place,  perfect  accuracy  of  direction ;  because  the 
number  of  shots,  that,  being  distributed  over  the  expanse  of  a  wall, 
1  merely  peel  off  the  face,  would,  if  concentrated  in  a  single  deep  cut, 
the  wall  to  full ;  and  it  requires,  moreover,  great  power  of  penetration 
i  missile — the  charge  of  a  breaching  gun  beiug,  for  that  reason,  one- 
greater  than  the  common  service  charges.  Now,  the  requisite  pre- 
i  of  firing  for  this  effect  is  wholly  unattainable  in  vessels,  whether  the 
(ft  solid  or  hollow;  and  if  it  were  attainable,  hollow  shot  would  be 
elf  useless  for  the  purpose,  because  every  one  of  them  would  break  to 
9  against  the  wall,  even  when  fired  with  a  charge  much  less  than  the 
service  charge.  This  is  no  newly  discovered  fact;  it  is  neither 
doubtful.  Every  hollow  shot  thrown  against  the  wall  of  fort  or 
iy,if  fired  with  a  velocity  affording  any  penetration,  will  unquestion- 
be  broken  into  fragments  by  the  shock. 

ker  so  much  had  been  said  about  the  effect  of  these  shells  upon  the 
sof  St.  Juan  de  Ulloa,  it  was  deemed  advisable,  although  the  result  of 
jpean  experiments  were  perfectly  well  kuown,  to  repeat,  in  our  own 
ice,  some  trials  touching  this  point.  A  target  was  therefore  constructed, 
■gone-third  part  of  the  length  formed  of  granite,  one  third  of  bricks, 
&  remaining  third  of  freestone.  This  was  fired  at  by  a  Paixhan 
b  ud  by  a  32-pounder,  from  the  distance  of  half  a  mile ;  and  the 
opted  results  were  obtained,  namely : 

it  Whether  it  was  the  granite,  the  brick,  or  the  freestone,  that  was 
ck,  the  solid  32-pounder  shot  penetrated  much  deeper  into  the  wall, 
did  much  more  damage,  than  the  8  inch  hollow  shot ;  and, 
1  These  last  broke  against  the  wall  in  every  instance  that  the  charge 
be  gun  was  sufficient  to  give  them  any  penetration. 
foe  rapture  of  the  shell  may  ofteu  cause  the  explosion  of  the  powder  it 
(tan,  because  the  shell,  the  burning  fuse,  and  the  powder,  arc  all  crush- 
lp  together ;  but  the  shell  having  no  penetration,  no  greater  injury  will 
Soetothe  wall  by  the  explosion  than  would  be  caused  by  the  bursting 

KU  that  had  been  placed  against  it. 
.  all  this,  it  appears,  incontrovertibly.  that,  as  regards  the  effects  to 
riced  upon  batteries  by  ships,  solid  shot  are  decidedly  preferable  to 
shot;  and  the  ship  that,  contemplating  the  destruction  of  batte- 
HAoaU  change  any  of  her  long  24  or  32-pounder  guns  for  Paix- 
ftftos,  would  certainly  weaken  her  armament.  Her  beat  missiles,  at 
WVJ  distances,  are  solid  shot ;  and,  if  she  can  get  near,  grape  shot 
fr  into  the  embrasures  and  over  the  wails.  The  best  shells  against 
pin  are  the  sea-mortar  shells,  fired  at  high  elevations ;  which,  being  of 
J*»wght,  and  falling  from  a  great  height,  penetrate  deeply,  and,  con- 
Nj  a  considerable  quantity  of  powder,  cause  material  ravage  by  their 
Ijfcon.  Such  shells,  however,  can  only  be  fired  by  vessels  appropriately 

fc  nse  of  these  same  hollow  shot  by  batteries  against  vessels,  is,  how- 
fcu  aflair  of  different  character.  The  shells  do  not  break  against  tim~ 
fcjWi  penetrating  the  bulwarks,  they,  in  the  first  place,  would  do  greater 
Np  than  hollow  shot,  by  making  a  larger  hole,  and  dispersing  more 
Pta;  and  having,  as  shot,  effected  all  this  injury,  they  would  then 
Ptent  it,  many  fold,  by  exploding. 


[45!  J 


30 


In  all  cases  of  close  action  between  ship  and  battery,  the  shells  will 
through  the  nearer  side,  and,  if  not  arrested  by  some  object  on  the 
will  probably  lodge  and  explode  in  the  farther  side ;  causing,  by  the  i 
plosion,  a  much  greater  loss  among  the  crew,  and  greater  injury  to  the T 
sel,  than  by  their  mere  transit  across  the  vessel.     As  before  suggested, 
vessel  would  suffer  less  injury,  were  her  sides  made  so  thin  a?  not  to 
tain  the  shell,  permitting  it  to  pass  through  both  sides,  unless  find 
small  velocity.     It  is  not  impossible  that  an  extensive  use  of  these 
tal  shells  may  lead  to  a  reduction  in  the  thickness  of  ships'  bulwirta. 

In  the  facts  quoted  above,  there  is  no  illustration  of  the  effects  of  hot 
except  in  the  case  of  Gibraltar.     In  that  attack,  the  floating  batteries 
made  proof  against  cold  shot,  and,  as  was  thought  by  the  constructor, 
against  hot  shot  also  :  and  so,  indeed,  for  a  time,  it  seemed.     It 
ceived  that  the  hot  shot,  when  buried  deep  in  the  closely  jointed 
would  scarcely  communicate  flame;  and  that  it  would  not  be 
the  use  of  the  fire  engines  provided,  to  subdue  so  stifled  a  combnatioB. 

By  making  these  floating  batteries  impenetrable  to  shot,  it  was 
they  had  been  rendered  equal,  in  perfectly  smooth  water,  to  land 
gun  for  gun ;  and  so  they  might  then  have  been,  nearly,  had  the 
bustibility  of  the  latter  been  imparted  to  them.     But,  now,  resistance 
would  not  suffice ;  these  floating  batteries  must  either  repel  these 
shells  from  their  bulwarks,  or,  if  that  be  impossible,  permit  them  to 
through  both  sides.     Nothing  can  be  better  calculated  to  exhibit 
mendous  effects  of  these  shells,  than  a  vessel  so  thick-sided  as  to  stop 
shell,  allowing  it  to  burst  when  surrounded  by  several  feet  of  timber 
there  can  be  no  greater  mistake  than  supposing  that,  by  thi 
bulwarks  of  vessels  of  war,  or  fitting  up  steam  batteries  with 
sides,  the  effects  of  land  batteries  are  to  be  annulled,  or  in  any 
gree  modified. 

We  will  sum  up  this  branch  of  our  subject,  with  the  remark,  thattht, 
of  history,  and  the  practice  of  all  warlike  nations,  are  in  perfect 
with  the  conclusions  of  theory.    The  results  that  reason  antici 
occurred  again  and  again.     And  so  long  as,  on  the  one  side,  b 
formed  of  earth  and  stone  ;  and,  on  the  other,  ships  are  liable  to  ie 
ed  up  by  the  element  on  which  they  float,  or  to  be  deprived  of  the 
which  they  move ;  so  long  as  they  can  be  penetrated  by  solid  shot! 
fire  or  blown  up  by  hot  shot,  or  torn  piecemeal  by  shells,  the 
must,  inevitably,  be  repeated  at  each  succeeding  trial. 

But,  after  all,  it  may  be  urged  that  the  general  principle  herein 
for,  namely,  the  superiority  of  batteries  in  a  contest  with  ship, 
admitted ;  and  still  it  would  remain  to  show  that  batteries  constitatothe 
of  defence  best  adapted  to  our  peculiar  wants.    This  is  true ;  and  we 
now  proceed  to  consider,  severally,  the  cases  to  which  defence 
applied. 

It  may  be  well,  however,  first,  to  recall  the  general  scope  of  the 
argument.    It  has  been  contended  that  floatirig  defences  should  not 
lied  on — not  because  they  are  actually  incompetent  to  the  duty, bath 
they  cannot  fulfil  this  duty  unless  provided  in  inordinate  numbers,  and 
boundless  expense ;  and  \vc  have  endeavored  to  show  that  this 
generally  true,  whether  the  defensive  fleet  be  made  up  of  sea-goii 
of  floating  batteries,  or  of  steam  batteries.     We  have  next  urged  fl* 
that  properly  planned  and  constructed  batteries  are  an  overmatch  for 
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f  war,  even  when  greatly  inferior  to  them  in  armament — sustaining 
frinion  by  many  striking  examples,  and  explaining  satisfactorily  the 
instances  that  have  cast  any  doubt  on  such  contests.  If  the  facts  and 
sings  we  have  presented  do  not  convey  the  same  strong  convictions 
way  our  own  minds,  it  roust  be  because  we  have  obscured  rather  than 
Bted  them  ;  for  it  would  seem  to  be  impossible  that  facts  could  he  more 
sptkmable,  or  reasons  more  beyond  the  reach  of  cavil.  However  that 
K,  we  now  leave  them  to  candid  and  dispassionate  revisal,  and  proceed 
inline  the  mode  of  applying  these  defences  to  our  own  coast. 
nny  be  well  to  divide  these  into  several  distinct  classes  : 
Itera  will  be  all  the  smaller  towns  upon  the  coast,  constituting  a 
numerous  class. 

the  same  time  that  no  one  of  these,  of  itself,  would  provoke  an  enter- 
rf  magnitude,  it  is  still  necessary  to  guard  each  and  all  against  the 
1  attacks.  A  small  vessel  might  suffice  to  guard  against  single  vessels 
rould  otherwise  be  tempted  by  facility  to  burn  the  shipping  and  exact 
iribution  ;  but  something  more  than  this  is  necessary,  since  the  amount 
nptation  held  out  by  a  number  of  these  towns  would  be  apt  to  induce 
lions  on  a  larger  scale.  It  might  often  happen,  moreover,  that  our 
Teasels  of  war  would  be  constrained  to  take  refuge  in  these  harbors, 
hey  should  find  cover  from  the  pursuer. 

though  the  harbors  of  which  we  now  speak  afford  every  variety  of 
I «d  dimension,  there  are  few,  or  none,  wherein  one  or  two  small  forts 
htteries  cannot  be  so  placed  as  to  command  all  the  water  that  a  ship  of 
can  lie  in,  as  well  as  the  channel  by  which  she  must  enter.  While  the 
HBrtances  of  no  two  of  them  are  so  nearly  alike  as  not  to  modify  the 
Met  to  be  applied  to  them  severally,  all  should  fulfil  certain  common 
MODS}  namely :  the  passage  into  the  harbors  should  be  strongly  com- 
ided;  the  enemy  should  find  no  place,  after  passing,  wherein  he  would 
■fa  from  shot  and  shells ;  and  the  works  should  be  inaccessible  to  sud- 
walade — that  is  to  say,  a  small  garrison  should  be  able  to  repel  such 
Molt  With  works  answering  to  these  conditions,  and  of  degrees  of 
Wgh  id  accordance  with  the  value  of  their  respective  trusts,  this  class  of 
Nn  may  be  regarded  as  secure.  We  cannot,  however,  here  avoid  ask- 
fvkt  would  be  the  mode  of  defence,  if  purely  naval,  of  these  harbors? 
MM  the  circumstances  are  deemed  to  require  the  presence  of  a  frigate, 
Mho  frigate,  or  an  equivalent  in  gun-boats ;  would  not  two  hostile 

&  or  two  steam-frigates,  infallibly  arrive  in  quest?    Could  there  be 
a  system  more  certain  to  result  in  the  capture  of  our  vessels,  and 
Mbrnwion  of  our  towns  ? 

I  Another  class  will  consist  of  great  establishments,  such  as  large  cities, 
N  depots,  &a,  situated  in  harbors  not  of  too  great  extent  to  admit  of 
H defence  at  the  entrance,  and  also  at  every  successive  point ;  so  that  an 
■f  could  find  no  spot  within,  in  which  he  could  safely  prepare  for  oper- 
olterior  to  the  mere  forcing  an  entrance. 

this  class  are  to  be  found  objects  that  are,  in  every  sense,  of  the  high- 
doe.    On  the  one  hand,  accumulations  of  military  and  naval  material, 
•roctures  for  naval  accommodation,  that  could  not  be  replaced  during 
i  which  are  of  indispensable  necessity,  and  of  great  cost:  and,  on  the 
hand,  the  untold  wealth  of  great  cities.     As  "these  objects  must  be 
in  the  eyes  of  the  enemy — jrroat  for  him  to  gain,  and  for  us  to  lose — 
riding  efforts  on  his  part  must  be  looked  for,  and  guarded  against.  If 
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he  come  at  all,  it  will  be  in  power ;  and  the  preparations  on  our  part  m«( 
be  commensurate.  j. 

The  entrance  to  the  harbor,  and  all  the  narrow  passes  within  it,  rautl 
occupied  with  heavy  batteries  ;  and  if  nature  does  not  afford  all  thepq| 
tions  deemed  requisite,  some  must,  if  practicable,  be  formed  artificufc 
Batteries  should  succeed  each  other  along  the  channel,  so  that  the  ami 
may  nowhere  find  shelter,  from  effective  range  of  shot  and  shells  wlq 
within  the  harbor,  even  should  he  succeed  in  passing  the  first  batteriei  % 

Provided  the  shores  admit  this  disposition,  and  the  defences  benpplifl 
-with  an  armament,  numerous,  heavy,  and  selected  with  reference  to  th 
effects  on  shipping,  the  facts  we  have  quoted  from  history  showthettal 
defences  may  be  relied  on.  % 

If  the  mere  passing  under  sail,  with  a  leading  wind  and  tide,  one,  or 
two  sets  of  batteries,  and  then  carrying  on  o[>erations  out  of  the 
these,  or  any  oilier,  were  all.  the  enemy  might  perhaps  accomplish  if; 
our  present  supposition  is,  that  with  this  class  his  ulterior  proceedi 
finally  his  return,  are  to  be  subject  to  the  incessant  action  of  the 

3.  This  brings  us  to  consider  a  third  class,  consisting  of  establ 
of  importance  situated  at  a  distance  up  some  river  or  bay,  there  bekf 
mediate  space  too  wide  to  be  commanded  from  the  shores,    la  sua 
the  defence  must  be  concentrated  upon  the  narrow  passes,  and 
course,  be  apportioned  in  armament  to  the  value  of  the  objects 
When  the  value  is  not  very  great,  a  stout  array  of  batteries  at  the  belt 
tions  would  deter  an  enemy  from  an  attempt  to  force  the  passage, 
advantage,  in  case  of  success,  would  not  be  commensurate  with  any 
nent  risk.    But  with  the  more  valuable  establishments  it  might  be 
the  consequence  of  success  might  justify  all  the  risk  to  be  en 
rapidly  passing  in  face  of  batteries,  however  powerful.     This 
things  requires  peculiar  precautious,  under  any  system  of  defence.   % 
having  occupied  the  shores,  in  the  narrow  places,  in  the  best  manner, 
batteries,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  temptation  may  induce  the 
withstanding,  to  run  the  gauntlet,  the  obstruction  of  the  passage 
resorted  to.    By  this  is  not  meant  the  permanent  obstruction  of  the 
such  a  resort,  besides  the  great  expense,  might  entail  the  ruin  of 
nel.    The  obstruction  is  meant  to  be  the  temporary  closing  by  haeffj 
ing  masses. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  double  line  of  rafts,  each  raft  being  of 
and  anchored  with  strong  chains,  would  make  it  impossible  to  pass 
first  removing  some  of  the  obstructions,  and  it  might  clearly  be  na^ 
possible  to  effect  this  removal  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries.  SachsbM 
tions  need  not  be  resorted  to  until  the  breaking  out  of  a  war,  as  they  OH 
then  be  speedily  formed,  should  the  preparation  of  the  enemy  beofathw 
ening  nature.  r 

There  would  be  nothing  in  these  obstructions  inconsistent  with  our  m| 
part  of  the  channel,  since  two  or  three  of  the  rafts  might  be  kept  out  of  B 
ready  to  move  into  their  places  at  an  hour's  notice. 

The  greatest  danger  to  which  these  obstructions  would  be  exposed  M 
be  from  explosion  vessels;  and  from  these  they  might  be  protected  I 
boom,  or  a  line  of  smaller  rafts  in  front.  ■* 

From  what  has  just  been  said,  it  will  be  perceived  that,  when  the  toil 
ments  are  such  as  to  bring  the  enemy  forward  in  great  power,  andiflU 
batteries  can  be  established  only  at  certain  points,  we  are  not  than  to 
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hem  exclusively.  In  such  a  case,  the  enemy  should  be  stopped  by  some 
rieal  impediments;  and  the  batteries  must  be  strong  enough  to  prevent  his 
iving  these  impediments,  and  also  to  prevail  in  a  cannonade,  should  the 
ay  undertake  to  silence  the  works, 
he  conditions  these  obstructions  have  to  fulfil  are  these: 
L  They  must  be  of  a  nature  to  be  fixed  readily,  and  to  be  speedily 
>red  when  there  is  uo  longer  occasion  for  them ;  and,  to  this  end,  they 
t  be  afloat 

I.  They  must  have  adequate  inertia  to  resist,  or  rather  not  to  be  de- 
red  or  displaced  by,  the  shock  of  the  heaviest  ship  ;  and,  in  order  to  this, 
nut  be  held  by  the  heaviest  and  strongest  cables  and  anchors. 
L  They  must  be  secure  from  the  effects  of  explosive  vessels  ;  and,  if  in 
prfrom  (his  source,  must  be  covered  as  above  mentioned. 
redo  not  say  what  are  the  exact  circumstances  in  which  all  these  condi- 
will  be  fulfilled,  though  we  think  the  idea  long  ago  presented  by  the 
i  of  engineers  will,  with  modifications,  embrace  them  all. 
tie  idea  is  this :    Suppose  a  line  (extending  across  the  channel)  of  rafts, 
itpd  from  each  other  by  a  space  less  than  the  breadth  of  a  ship  of  war, 
raft  being  about  90  feet  long,  30  feet  wide,  and  6  feet  deep,  formed  of 
ft  timbers,  crossed  and  braced  in  all  directions,  and  fastened  together  in 
uongest  manner.    A  long-scope  chain  cable  is  to  proceed  from  each  of 
■or  corners,  two  obliquely9  up  stream,  and  two  obliquely  down  stream, 
Wf  heavy  anchors  ;  and  there  should  also  be  a  very  strong  chain  cable 
■gfrom  one  raft  to  another.    Suppose  a  ship,  striking  one  of  the  rafts, 
M  the  chains  leading  down  the  stream :  in  doing  this,  she  must  lose 
■  of  her  momentum.    She  has,  then,  "under  her  fore  foot,"  the  raft 
ccted  by  a  strong  chain  with  the  rafts  to  the  right  and  left ;  on  being 
ned,  this  chain  will  throw  the  strain  upon  the  down  stream  cable  of 
adjoining  raft  towards  which  the  ship  happens  to  tend.    If  we  suppose 
■Me  for  these  chains  also  to  be  parted,  by  the  power  still  remaining  in 
fcip,  or  by  impulses  received  from  succeeding-  vessels,  there  will  be 
renains  still  to  break  in  the  same  way.    After  the  down-stream  chains 
■1  parted,  the  rafts  will  "  bring  up"  in  a  new  position,  (higher  up  the 
tod,)  by  the  anchors  that,  in  tne  first  instance,  were  pointed  up  stream, 
it  resistance,  precisely  like  that  first  overcome,  is  to  be  encountered  by 
Mhlhat  have  lost  most  of  their  force  in  breaking:  the  successive  chains, 
i*  poshing  these  great  masses  of  timber  before  them  through  the  water. 
|H  there  exist  a  doubt  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  these  remaining  anchors 
'Anns,  or  should  it  be  deemed  most  prudent  to  leave  nothing  uncertain, 
Mod  similar  line  may  be  placed  a  short  distance  above  the  first. 
hbest  proportions  and  dimensions  of  the  rafts  remain  to  be  deter- 
';  but  as  there  is  scarcely  a  limit  to  the  strength  that  may  be  given 
•rifts  themselves,  and  to  the  means  by  which  they  are  to  be  held  to 
rpntions  and  to  each  other,  the  success  of  a  well-arranged  obstruction 
•sort  can  hardly  be  doubted. 

ke  expense  would  not  be  great  in  the  first  instance,  and  all  the  mate- 
would  be  available  for  other  purposes,  when  no  longer  needed  for  this. 
toty  be  repeated  here,  that  such  expedients  need  not  be  resorted  to,  ex- 
0  cover  objects  of  the  highest  importanceand  value,  suchas  would  induce 
Buy  to  risk  a  large  expedition.  For  objects  of  less  importance,  batteries 
i afford  ample  protection.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this  last  power 
lea  once  established  in  any  position,  a  constant  quantity;  and,  although 
3 
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it  should  be  incompetent  to  effect  decisive  results  when  diffused  over 
fleet,  may  be  an  overmatch  for  any  small  force  upon  which  it  shr 
concentrated.  At  the  same  time,  therefore,  that  there  is  the  less  lial 
heavy  attacks,  there  will  be,  in  the  batteries,  the  greater  capacity  oi 
ance  to  others. 

It  must  not  be  urged,  as  a  reproach  to  fortifications,  that,  in  the  < 
are  considering,  they  are  obliged  to  call  in  aid  from  other  sources, 
as  these  aids  are  cheap,  efficient,  and  of  easy  resort.  By  the  mode  i 
suggested,  the  defence  will  undoubtedly  be  complete,  every  ohance 
cess  being  on  the  side  of  the  defence ;  that  is  to  say,  if  any  confider 
be  placed  in  the  lessons  of  experience.  How,  on  the  other  hand,  will  tl 
security  be  attained  by  naval  means?  Only,  as  before  shown,  by  I 
within  the  harbor  a  fleet,  or  squadron,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  whic 
be  at  all  times  superior  to  the  enemy. 

In  a  naval  defence,  there  will  be  no  advantage  in  obstructions  of  a 
for  there  can  be  no  lessening  of  the  array  of  guns,  in  consequence  of  f 
structions;  because,  if  these  obstructions  are  under  the  fire  of  the 
defences,  the  enemy  will  first  subdue  that  fire,  and  then  remove 
strnctions  at  his  leisure.  If  this  fire  prove  too  powerful  for  the  ene 
obstructions  will  have  been  unnecessary,  and  will  serve  only  to  shut 
own  fleet,  preventing  the  prompt  pursuit  of  a  beaten  foe. 

4.  There  is  a  fourth  class ;  consisting  of  harbors,  or  rather  bays 
aries,  of  such  expanse  that  batteries  cannot  be  made  to  control  the  | 
These  have  been  before  spoken  of.  If  the  occupation  of,  or  passage  t 
these  must  be  defended,  it  must  be  by  other  means  than  batteries  a 
shore.  The  reliance  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  a  floa 
fence,  of  magnitude  at  least  equal  to  the  force  the  enemy  may  bring 
complete  defence  of  each  of  these  bays  would,  therefore,  involve  ve 
expense ;  certainly,  in  most  cases,  greater  than  the  advantages 
The  Chesapeake  hay  cannot,  for  instance,  be  shut  against  a  fleet  b 
cations  ;  and  if  the  entrance  of  the  enemy  is  to  be  interdicted,  it  mo 
the  presence  of  a  not  inferior  fleet  of  our  own.  Instead  of  such  a 
it  will-  bo  better  to  give  up  the  hay  to  the  enemy,  confining  our  del 
the  more  important  harbors  and  rivers  thut  discharge  into  the  bay. 
system,  not  only  will  these  harbors  be  secure,  but  the  defences  wi 
upon  the  bay  itself,  and,  at  any  rale,  secure  it  from  predatory  incc 
because,  while  Hampton  roads  and  the  navy-yard  at  Norfolk  arei 
tected,  no  enemy  would  proceed  up  the  bay  with  any  less  forced 
which  could  be  sent  out  from  the  navy  yard. 

In  certain  cases  of  broad  waters,  wherein  an  enemy's  cruisers  tn 
sire  to  rendezvous  in  order  to  prosecute  a  blockade,  or  as  a  sheltet 
pestuous  weather,  there  may  be  positions  from  which  sea-mortarsei 
the  whole  anchorage,  although  nothing  could  be  done  with  guns.  A 
of  sea  mortars,  well  secured  from  escalade,  would,  in  such  a  casftj 
good  defence  ;  because  no  fleet  will  lie  at  anchor  within  the  fangvo 

In  thus  distributing  the  various  exposed  points  of  the  seacoast  iflfl 
ral  classes,  according  to  the  most  appropriate  modes  of  defence,  Wi 
find  that  any  thing  can  he  substituted  for  fortifications,  where  foftfl 
are  applicable ;  and  we  find  them  applicable  in  all  the  classes  Irtlt  11 
and  in  the  last  we  shall  find  them  indispensable  a&  auxiliaries,  '  In' 
class,  there  are,  no  donbt,  some  cases  where  naval  means  most  eonsfl 
active  and  operative  force;  and  it  is  probable  that  steam batterW 
all  flouting  defences,  be  the  most  suitable. 


35  [  451  ] 

be  forgotten,  however,  that  the  very  qualities  which  recom- 
icular  kind  of  force  will  equally  characterize  the  steam  ves- 
ray ;  nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that,  whether  steam  vessels,  or 
or  both,  are  relied  on,  unless  there  are  well  secured  points  on 
ler  which  they  can  take  refuge,  they  will  themselves  consti- 
inviting  the  superior  force  of  an  enemy. 
>le,  we  were  to  deem  one  of  the  open  harbors  of  such  import-  ■ 
gn  eight  or  ten  steam  batteries  for  its  protection,  we  should 
within  reach  of  the  enemy  an  object  worthy  of  the  efforts  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  vessels  of  the  same  description.  Even,  there* 
es  where  naval  means  must  be  resorted  to  for  defence  upon 
e  should  be  works  upon  the  shore,  behind  which,  if  overpow- 
retire. 

before  remarked,  that  the  steam  batteries  are  in  no  way  more 
ihore  batteries  than  sailing  vessels  are :  armed  with  Paixhan 
lid  be  less  so.  And  they  would  be  less  formidable,  also,  on  ac- 
comparatively  small  number  of  guus ;  for  there  is  no  reason 
should  be  more  accurate  than  from  ships  ;  and  the  chances 
jury  would  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  missiles, 
aterial  effect  the  introduction  of  this  description  of  vessel  caa 
ystera  of  defence  by  fortifications,  is,  that,  owing  to  their  less 
er,  it  will  be  necessary  to  secure  channels  that,  not  being  navi- 
Is  of  the  line  and  frigates,  might  otherwise  be  left  unguarded, 
channels  may  have  the  draught  of  water  lesseued  by  an  arti- 
rtoues,  so  a3  to  be  impracticable  even  to  steam-vessels ;  and 
a  be  done  at  small  expense,  and  without  detriment  to  the 
rs  will  need  additional  fortifications.  But  the  instances  are 
where  any  such  shallow  channels  exist. 
n  to  an  opinion  not  uncommon,  that  modern  improvements  in 
jrill  tend  to  lessen  the  necessity  for  fortifications,  we  here  see 
icy  is  rather  to  increase  their  number, 
t  this  whole  discussion,  the  argument  has  turned  on  the  rela- 
of  fixed  and  floating  defences.  The  great  relative  economy  of 
i  suppose,  will  be  conceded.  If  not,  we  would  ask,  as  conclu- 
t  as  leading  to  calculation  entirely  satisfactory,  that  the  follow- 
n  be  obtained  from  authentic  sources,  namely  :  the  first  cost, 
e  in  all  respects,  of  the  frigates  United  States,  Constitution,  and 
also  the  entire  expense  of  each  of  said  vessels  up  to  this  time  ; 
to  each,  the  year  of  the  several  expenditures  and  the  amounts 
the  heads,  as  far  as  practicable,  of  first  cost,  repairs  or  rebuild- 
wtments  and  alterations  ;  and  distinguishing — 1st.  The  ex- 
d  upon  the  hull.  2d.  The  expense  bestowed  upon  the  masts,  . 
ichors,  cables,  and  rigging.  3d.  The  expense  bestowed  upon 
;  and  4th.  The  expense  bestowed  upon  all  other  matters,  (as 
tanks,  paint,  &c.)  necessarily  connected  with  the  preservation, 
j  service  of  the  vessel. 

troceed  to  describe  the  several  positions  on  the  coast  requiring 
qre  have  something  still  to  say  on  the  general  subject,  though  • 
anch.    We  now  refer  to  the  kind  of  fortifications,  or  rather  to  • 
ide  and .  strength.    That  this  particular  topic  should  be  ern- 
r  remarks,  is  the  more  necessary,  since  views  hostile  to  the 
rks  now  in  progress  have  been  urged  from  a  high  source. 
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The  present  system  is  founded  on  this  principle,  to  wit :  that  the 
tions  should  be  strong,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  object! 
cured.  The  principle  will  not,  we  suppose,  be  controverted,  but 
mode  of  applying  it. 

There  will  hardly  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  mode  of 
the  less  important  points.  There  being  no  great  attraction  to  a 
works  simple  in  their  features,  requiring  small  garrisons  only,  cot 
moderate  armament,  but  at  the  same  time  inaccessible  to  the  dash 

E  rises  that  ships  can  so  easily  land,  and  which  can  be  persevered  in 
ours  with  much  vigor,  will  suffice.  Circumstances  must,  howe1 
rially  modify  the  properties  of  these  works,  even  when  the  poi 
guarded  are  of  equal  value.  In  one,  the  disadvantage  of  positioi 
compensated  by  greater  power ;  in  another,  natural  strength  may  I 
aid  from  art;  in  another,  greater  width  in  the  guarded  channel  ma 
a  larger  armament ;  and  in  a  fourth,  peculiar  exposure  to  land  a) 
exact  more  than  usual  inaccessibility.  But  all  these  varieties  lie  wit 
that  will  probably  be  conceded. 

As  to  the  larger  objects,  it  has  been  contended  that  there  has  b 
geratiou  in  devising  works  to  cover  these — the  works  having  been 
ed  for  more  formidable  attacks  than  they  will  be  exposed  to.  It 
utter  vague  criticisms  of  this  nature  ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  rebut  th 
out  going  into  an  examination  as  minute  as  if  the  criticism  we; 
precise  and  pertinent. 

But  let  us  look  a  little  at  the  material  facts.  What  is  the  obj 
enemy  ?  What  are  his  means  ?  What  should  be  the  nature  of  our 

The  object  may  be  to  lay  a  great  city  under  contribution,  or  I 
one  of  our  naval  depots,  or  to  take  possession  of  one  of  our  grea 
&c.  It  was  estimated  that  in  the  great  fire  in  the  city  of  New  Yo 
year  1835,  the  property  destroyed  within  a  few  hours  was  worth 
of  $17,000,000,  although  the  fire  was  confined  to  a  very  small  p 
city,  and  did  not  touch  the  shipping.  Is  it  easy,  then,  to  estimal 
that  would  accrue  from  the  fires  that  a  victorious  enemy  could  kii 
the  circuit  of  that  great  city,  when  no  friendly  hand  could  be  rat 
tinguish  them  ?  or  is  it  easy  to  overrate  the  tribute  such  a  city  * 
for  exemption  from  that  calamity  ?  Can  we  value  too  highly  the  l 
losses  that  the  destruction  of  one  of  the  great  navy -yards  .would 
and  the  loss,  beyond  all  pecuniary  value,  of  stores  and  accommod 
dispensable  in  a  state  of  war,  aud  that  a  state  of  war  can  hardly  n 

But  what  are  the  enemy's  means  ?  They  consist  of  his  whole. 
"  force,  which  he  concentrates  for  the  sake  of  inflicting  the  blow, 
language  of  the  critic :  "  From  the  nature  of  maritime  operation 
fleet  could  bring  its  whole  strength  to  bear  upon  any  particular 
and,  by  threatening  or  assailing  various  portions  of  the  coast,  eitb 
pate  the  tardy  movements  of  troops  upon  land,  and  effect  the  otje 
their  concentration,  or  render  it  necessary  to  keep  in  service  a 
superior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  but  so  divided  as  to  be  inferior  to  H 
one  point." 

We  have,  then,  objects  of  sufficient  magnitude :  and  the  : 
enemy  consist  in  the  concentration  of  his  whole  force  upon 
objects. 

With  the  highest  notion  of  the  efficiency  of  fortifications  agii 
j>ing,  these  are  not  cases  where  any  stint  in  the  defensive  means 
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wible.  Having,  therefore,  under  a  full  sense  of  the  imminent  danger  to 
rich  the  great  objects  upon  the  coast  are  exposed,  applied  to  the  approaches 
water  an  array  of  obstacles  worthy  of  confidence,  we  must  carefully 
?lore  all  the  avenues  by  land,  in  order  to  guard  against  approaches  that 
;ht  be  made  on  that  side,  in  order  to  evade  or  to  capture  the  works 
tiding  the  channels.  But,  before  deciding  on  the  defences  necessary  to 
ist  these  land  attacks,  it  will  be  proper  to  estimate,  more  particularly,  the 
ans  that  an  enemy  may  be  expected  to  bring  forward,  with  a  view  to 
Ji  land  operations. 

History  fnrnishes  many  examples ;  and  the  expedition  to  Flushing,  com* 
nly  called  the  Walcheren  expedition,  may  be  cited  as  peculiarly  instruc- 
ts 

Prom  an  early  day,  Napoleon  had  applied  himself  to  the  creation  of  a 
ritime  force  in  the  Scheldt ;  and,  in  1809,  he  had  provided  extensive 
fc-yards  and  naval  arsenals  at  Flushing  and  at  Antwerp.  On  his  in- 
10D  of  Austria  this  year,  he  had  drawn  off  the  mass  of  his  troops  that 
1  before  kept  jealous  watch  over  these  naval  preparations ;  relying  now 
forts  and  batteries,  and  on  the  fortifications  of  Flushing  and  Antwerp, 
the  protection  of  the  naval  establishments,  and  of  a  fleet  containing 
ml  iine-of-battle  ships  and  frigates,  and  a  numerous  flotilla  of  smaller 
■els. 

The  great  naval  establishment  at  Flushing,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Scheldt, 
dof  Antwerp,  some  sixty  or  seventy  miles  up  the  river,  with  the  vessels 
ost  on  the  river,  or  in  progress  in  the  yards,  presented  an  object  to  Eng- 
id  worthy  of  one  of  her  great  efforts. 

The  troops  embarked  on  this  expedition  consisted  of  upwards  of  33,000 
bntry,  3,000  cavalry,  more  than  3,000  artillery,  and  some  hundreds  of 
pperi  and  miners ;  constituting  an  army  of  about  40,000  men.  The  naval 
rtop  consisted  of  35  sail  of  the  line,  23  frigates,  33  sloops  of  war,  28 
n,  mortar,  and  bomb  vessels,  36  smaller  vessels,  and  82  gun-boats: 
ikiog  a  total  of  155  ships  and  other  armed  vessels,  and  82  gunboats. 
!he  guns,  mortars,  &c,  provided  for  such  bombardments  and  sieges  as  the 
top  might  have  to  conduct,  amounted  to  158  pieces,  with  the  suitable 
Mies  of  ammunition  and  stores  of  every  kind. 

^ne  idea  of  sailing  right  up  to  their  object,  in  spite  of  the  forts  and 
jMes,  seems  not  to  have  found  favor,  notwithstanding  the  power  of  the 
i*  The  plan  of  operations,  therefore,  contemplated  the  landing  a  portion 
gffairmy  on  the  island  of  Walcheren,  to  carry  on  the  siege  of  Flushing; 
another  portion  proceeded  up  the  Scheldt  as  high  as  Fort  Bartz, 
was  to  be  taken  ;  after  which,  the*  army  would  push  on  by  land, 
twenty  miles  farther,  and  lay  siege  to  Antwerp :  all  which,  it  was 
it,  might  be  accomplished  in  eighteen  or  twenty  days  from  the  first 

JJfc  execution  did  not  accord  with  the  design.  Flushing,  it  is  true,  was 
within  fifteen  days  ;  and  in  less  than  a  week  from  the  debarcation, 
was  on  the  3 1st  of  July,)  Fort  Bartz  was  in  possession  of  the 
ish,  having  been  abandoned  by  the  garrison.  But  it  was  twenty  five 
before  the  main  body,  with  all  necessary  supplies  for  a  siege,  were  as- 
£^kd  at  this  point,  and  ready  to  take  up  the  line  of  march  against  Antwerp. 
cj**the  first  descent  of  the  British,  matters  had,  however,  greatly  changed. 
?k  French  were  now  in  force ;  they  had  put  their  remaining  defences 
*  Rood  condition  ;  they  had  spread  inundations  over  the  face  of  the  coun- 
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try  ;  and  not  only  would  there  be  little  chance  of  further  success, 
safety  of  the  expedition,  formidable  as  it  was,  might  have  been  < 
raised  by  a  farther  advance :  it  was,  therefore,  decided  in  cot 
abandon  the  movement  against  Antwerp.  The  troops  accordingly  i 
to  the  island  of  Walcheren,  which  they  did  not  finally  leave  till  tb 
December. 

The  failure  in  the  ultimate  object  of  the  expedition  is  to  be  asc 
the  omission  to  seize,  in  the  first  instance,  the  south  shore  of  the  ri 
capture  the  batteries  there,  as  was  originally  designed,  and  which  \ 
vented  by  the  difficulty  of  landing  enough  troops,  at  any  one  deh 
in  the  bad  weather  then  prevailing.  The  capture  of  these  batteric 
have  enabled  the  expedition  to  have  reached  Fort  Bartz  during 
week  ;  and,  in  the  then  unprepartd  state  of  the  French,  the  issue  o 
upon  Antwerp  can  hardly  be  doubted. 

The  dreadful  mortality  that  assailed  the  British  army  is  wholl] 
nected  with  the  plans,  conduct,  or  issue  of  the  enterprise,  as  a 
movement ;  unless,  indeed,  it  may  have  frustrated  a  scheme  for  oc 
the  island  of  Walcheren  as  a  position  during  the  war. 

Possession  was  held  of  the  island  for  five  months ;  and  it  wai 
abandoned  from  no  pressure  upon  it  by  the  French  ;  although,  i 
first  six  weeks,  the  British  force  consisted,  in  the  aggregate,  of  h 
17.000  men  ;  of  which,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  more  than  fa 
sick — effectives  being  often  reduced  below  5,000  men. 

We  see.  therefore,  that  an  effective  force  of  less  than  10,000  me 
tained  possession  of  the  island,  in  the  face  of,  and  in  close  proximit 
most  formidable  military  power  in  Europe,  for  more  than  three  mom 
no  reason  can  be  perceived  why  it  might  not  have  remained  an  ii 
period,  while  possessed  of  naval  superiority. 

The  proximity  of  England  undoubtedly  lessened  the  expense  ol 
pedition  ;  but  it  influenced  the  result  in  no  other  way  material  to  t\ 
ment. 

We  will  allude  to  no  other  instances  of  large  expeditions  sent  by  t 
lish  to  distant  countries,  than  the  two  expeditions,  each  of  about  10,( 
scut  in  the  year  1814  against  this  country :  one  by  the  way  of  Can 
other  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  United  in  a  single  force  of  20,000  raer 
our  seacoast,  the  expense  would  have  been  less,  and  the  results  more 

The  French,  notwithstanding  their  constant  naval  inferiority,  ha' 
opportunities  to  embark  in  great  undertakings  of  the  same  nature. 
Leclerc  proceeded  to  St.  Domingo  with  34 "line of-battle  ships. ai 
frigates,  more  than  20  small  frigates  and  sloops,  and  upwards  ol 
men. 

We  learn  from  these  points  in  history  what  constitutes  an  object 
of  vast  preparations ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  resist  the  fact,  that  c 
coast,  and  rivers,  and  bays,  possess  many  establishments  not  less 
to  an  enemy  than  Flushing  and  Antwerp. 

We  are  taught,  moreover,  what  constitutes  a  great  expedition ; 
words,  what  is  the  amount  of  force  we  must  prepare  to  meet;  ar 
than  all;  we  are  taught  that  such  an  expedition,  seizing  a  favorable  I 
when  the  military  arrangements  of  a  country  are  incomplete — n 
armies  are  absent,  or  imperfect  in  their  organization  or  discipline — i 
hesitate  to  land  in  the  face  of  the  most  populous  districts,  and,  avi 
the  local  peculiarities,  and  covered  and  supplied  by  a  fleet,  to  ut 
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operations  which  penetrate  deep  into  the  country,  and  consume  considera- 
te time. 

It  seems,  therefore,  that,  whenever  the  object  we  are  to  cover  possesses  a 
■alu*  likely  to  provoke  ihe  cupidity  of  an  enemy,  or  to  stimulate  his  desire 
j  inflict  a  serious  blow,  it  is  not  enough  that  the  approaches  by  water  are 
iiarded  against  his  ships ;  it  will  be  indispensable  to  place  safeguards 
gainst  attacks  by  land  also.  A  force  considerable  enough  for  very  vigor- 
ms  attacks  against  the  land  side  of  the  fortifications  may  be  thrown  upon 
he  shore ;  and,  if  these  yield,  a  way  is  opened  for  the  ships,  and  the  enemy 
auries  his  object. 

In  certain  positions,  the  local  circumstances  would  favor  the  land  opera- 
tions of  an  enemy ;  permitting  him,  while  operating  against  the  fortificatiohs, 
to  be  aided  by  the  fleer,  and  covered  from  the  reaction  of  the  general  force 
if  the  country.  In  other  positions,  the  extreme  thinness  of  the  population 
D  the  neighborhood  would  require  the  forts  to  rely,  for  a  considerable  time, 
m  their  own  strength.  In  all  such  cases,  a  much  greater  power  of  resist- 
mce  would  be  requisite  than  in  circumstances  of  an  opposite  nature.  In 
Jl  such  circumstances,  the  works  should  be  of  a  strength  adequate  to  resist 
to  attack,  although  persevered  in  vigorously  for  several  days.  But  when 
hese  land  operations  lead  away  from  the  shipping,  or  when  ihe  surround 
Depopulation  is  considerable,  or  the  enemy  is  unable  to  shelter  his  move- 
Beats  by  local  peculiarities,  then  it  will  suffice  if  the  works  be  competent 
to  feist  attacks,  vigorous  also,  of  a  few  hours  only. 

The  magnitude  and  strength  of  the  works  will  depend,  therefore,  on  the 
joint  influence  of  the  value  of  the  object  covered,  the  natural  strength  of  the 
position,  and  the  succor  to  be  drawn  from  the  neighborhood.  We  may  in- 
troduce, as  instances,  New  York  and  Pensacola.  The  former  is  as  attacka- 
)leas  the  latter  :  that  is  to  say,  it  equally  requires  artificial  defences  ;  and, 
ming  to  its  capacious  harbor  and  easy  entrance,  it  is  not  easy  to  place  it 
■  a  satisfactory  condition  as  to  the  approaches  by  water.  But  while  an 
memy,  in  approaching  any  of  the  principal  works  by  land,  could  not  well 
Hirer  himself  from  the  attacks  of  the  concentrated  population  of  the  vicinity, 
fee  rapid  means  of  communication  from  the  interior  would  daily  bring 
gnat  accessions  to  the  defence.  A  land  attack  against  the  city  must,  con* 
■sqauitly,  be  restricted  to  a  few  days ;  and  the  works  will  fulfil  their  ob- 
JM,  if  impregnable  to  a  coup  de  main. 

ftnsacola,  an  object,  in  many  respects,  of  the  highest  importance,  and 
'paving  in  consequence  every  day,  is  capable  of  being  defended  as  perfect- 
ly as  the  city  just  mentioned.     The  principal  defences  lie  on  a  long  sandy 
*MRDd,  which  closes  in  the  harbor  from  the  sea.     An  enemy  lauded  on  this 
■bod  (Santa  Rosa)  would  be  in  uninterrupted  communication  with  his 
fcet;  could,  owing  to  the  sparseness  of  the  population,  have  nothing  to  ap- 
iRbend,  for  some  time,  from  any  reinforcements  arriving  at  the  place ;  and 
**ald  be  well  protected,  by  position,  from  the  effects  of  this  succor,  when  it 
faild  arrive.  While  in  possession  of  naval  superiority,  he  might,  therefore, 
iMunreasonahl y  calculate  on  being  able  to  press  a  siege  of  many  days  of  the 
*wk  Which  occupies  the  extremity  of  the  island,  and  guards  the  entrance 
tethe  harbor.     And  even  before  coming  into  possession  of  this  work,  his 
poind  mortar  batteries,  on  the  same  island,  would  destroy  every  thing 
•Rhomb  proof  and  incombustible  at  the  navy  yard.     An  attuck  not  less 
Iteming,  and  with  equal  chances  of  success,  might  be  made  from  the 
Ufer  side  of  the  harbor  also. 
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If,  therefore,  the  power  to  resist  a  cottp  de  main  be  all  that  is  cod 
on  the  works  at  Pensacola,  their  object  will  be  obtained  only  thron] 
forbearance  of  the  enemy  ;  it  being  obviously  indispensable  that  thi 
cipal  oi  these  works  be  competent  to  resist  a  short  siege.  If  this  li 
resulted  from  the  thinness  of  the  neighboring  population,  it 
still  be  many  years  before  this  state  of  things  would  be  material 
tered.  But  it  does  not  depend  on  this  alone ;  the  peculiar  topogn 
features  will  continue  this  liability,  in  spite  of  increasing  numbers, an 
so  easy  and  rapid  communication  with  the  interior  ;  it  having  been] 
that  a  fleet  may  lie  broad  off  this  shore,  and  hold  daily  communication 
with,  during  the  most  tempestuous  season.  The  English  fleet  of  u 
war  and  transports  lay,  during  the  last  war,  from  the  7th  of  Febrc 
the  15th  March,  1814,  anchored  abreast  of  Dauphin  island  and 
point,  where  the  exposure  is  the  same  as  that  off  Pensacola. 

Between  the  cases  cited,  which  may  be  regarded  as  of  thq  class  of  e 
cases,  (a  class  comprising,  however,  many  important  positions,)  alroo 
ry  conceivable  modification  of  the  defence  will  be  called  for,  to  suit  i 
rious  conditions  of  the  several  points. 

The  fortifications  of  the  coast  must,  therefore,  be  competent  to  the 
task  of  interdicting  the  passage  of  ships  and  resisting  land  attacks—* 
tiuct  and  independent  qualities.  The  first  demands  merely  an  at 
suitable  numbers,  and  in  proper  proportions,  of  heavy  guns,  covered  b 
pets  proof  against  shot  and  shells  ;  the  second  demands  inaccessibill 
there  is  nothing  in  the  first  quality  necessarily  involving  the  last, 
often  happened,  either  from  (he  little  value  of  the  position,  or  fromd) 
posed  improbability  of  a  land  attack,  or  from  the  want  of  time  to  ca 
proper  works,  that  this  property  of  inaccessibility  has  been  neglected 

Whenever  we  have  an  object  of  sufficient  value  to  be  covered  by 
tery,  we  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  enemy  will  know  the  value  of  the 
as  well  as  ourselves.  That  it  is  a  very  easy  thing  for  him  to  land  a 
of  men  for  an  expedition  of  an  hour  or  two  ;  and,  unless  we  takat 
cessary  preventive  measures,  his  parly  will  be  sure  to  take  the  batter) 
after  which,  nothing  will  prevent  his  vessels  consummating  the  del 
was  the  purpose  oi  t|je  battery  to  prevent, 

In  general,  the  same  fortifications  that  guard  the  water  approach! 

Ijrotect  the  avenues  by  land  also  ;  but,  in  certain  cases,  a  force  may 
anded  as  to  evade  the  channel  defences,  reaching  the  object  by  I 
entirely  inland.  Of  course,  this  danger  must  be  guarded  against  t| 
able  works. 

After  the  preceding  exposition  of  our  views  on  the  general  sntjetf 
defences  of  the  coast,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  indicate  d» 
by  which  the  system  of  fortifications  on  which  we  would  rely  0 
manned  and  served,  without  an  augmentation,  for  that  particular  p 
of  the  regular  army. 

The  force  that  should  be  employed  for  this  service,  in  time  of  w, 
militia,  (using  the  term  in  a  comprehensive  sense ;)  the  probability 
that,  in  most  of  the  defended  points . on  the  seaboard,  the  unifimfle 
volunteer  companies  will  supply  the  garrisons  needed.  And  it  ■ 
shown  that  it  is  a  service  to  which  militia  are  better  adapted  thap  to  any 

The  prominent  defect  of  a  militia  force  results  from  the  impossibility 
training  the  men  to  field  movements  in  the  brief  period  of  their  aarriD 
give  them  any  confidence  in  themselves  as  mancBU  vrera  in  the  face  of  A 
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the  little  they  learn  merely  suffices  to  show  them  that  it  is  hut  lit- 
eiy  attempt  of  the  kind  proving,  by  the  disorder  that  they  know  not 
>  avoid,  how  much  greater  would  be  the  disorder  it  in  face  of  an 
and  under  fire. 

out  the  knowledge  to  be  obtained  only  by  long  and  laborious  prac- 
5  militiaman  knows  that  he  is  no  match,  in  the  field,  for  the  regular 
;  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  should  desire  to  avoid  au  encounter, 
ire  is  no  such  difficulty  in  the  service  of  fixed  batteries.  The  militia- 
u  to  be  taught  merely  the  service  of  a  single  gun,  than  which 
;can  be  more  simple.  He  must  learn  to  use  the  rammer  and  the 
ilhe  handspike  and  the  linstock,  to  load,  and  to  run  to  battery,  to 
ri  to  fire :  these  are  all.  Each  of  these  operations  is  of  the  utmost  sim- 
depending  on  individual  action,  and  not  on  concert ;  and  they  may 
lught  in  a  very  short  time.  There  is  no  manoeuvring,  no  marching, 
eling.  The  squad  of  one  gun  may  be  marched  to  another ;  but  the 
of  both  is  the  same.  Even  the  art  of  pointing  cannon  is,  to  an 
an  militiaman,  an  art  of  easy  attainment,  from  the  skill  that  all  our 
pmen  acquire  in  the  use  of  firearms— "drawing  sight,  or  "aiming," 
lie  same  art,  modified  only  by  the  difference  in  the  gun. 
mode  of  applying  this  force  may  be  illustrated  by  the  case  of  any  of 
ifls  on  the  seaboard.  The  forts  and  batteries,  being  put  in  perfect 
ion,  should  be  garrisoned  (at  least  the  more  important  ones)  by  a  small 
if  regular  artillery,  such  as  our  present  military  force  could  supply, 
ificient  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  property,  and  to  afford  in- 
toMe  daily  guards:  to  these  should  be  added  two  or  three  men  of  the 
bob  Department,  especially  charged  with  the  condition  of  the  arma- 
ind  ammunition,  and  two  or  three  engineer  soldiers,  whose  sole  duty 
dd  be  to  attend  to  the  condition  of  the  fortifications  ;  keeping  every 
I  a  state  of  perfect  repair.  In  certain  important  works,  however,  that 
I  be  exposed  to  siege,  or  to  analogous  operations,  it  would  be  prudent, 
tUy  in  the  beginning  of  a  war,  to  keep  up  a  more  considerable  body 
liar  troops. 

•  Tohmteer  force  of  the  city  should*  then  be  divided  into  detachments, 
tt  disturbing  their  company  organization  ;  and  should  be  assigned  to 
sml  works,  according  to  the  war  garrisons  required  at  each  ;  from 
btt  men,  according  to  circumstances,  being  allowed  to  each  gun. 
kfhrger  works  might  require  ten,  fifteen,  or  even  twenty  companies ; 
Mer,  one,  two,  three,  or  more  companies ;  and,  in  some  cases,  even 
too  might  suffice.  Being  thus  assigned,  each  portion  of  the  city  force 
I  have  its  definite  alarm-post ;  and  should  be  often  taken  to  it,  and 
flfcrcised  in  all  the  dnties  of  its  garrison,  and  more  especially  in  the 
•of  its  batteries,  and  in  its  defence  against  assault.  The  multiplicity 
nboats  in  all  the  cities  would  enable  the  volunteers  to  reach  even  the 
hant  alarm-posts  in  a  short  time. 

trier  that  all  these  troops  may  become  expert  in  their  duty,  one  of  the 
I  moat  convenient  to  the  city,  besides  being  the  alarm-post  of  some 
■br  portion  of  the  volunteers,  should,  during  peace,  be  the  ordinary 
'of  drill  for  all :  and  in  this  the  detachments  should,  in  turn,  assemble 
tereiae. 

ides  the  mere  manual  of  the  gun  and  battery,  there  should  be  frequent 
practice,  as  being  not  only  necessary  to  the  proper  use  of  the  battery, 
imparting  interest  and  excitement  to  the  service. 
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It  might  be  necessary  for  a  lime  to  submit  the  volunteers  to  tt 
competent  officer  or  non-commissioned  officer  of  the  regular  arti 
in  particular,  to  conduct  the  practice  with  shot  and  shells  und 
struction. 

The  portion  of  the  military  force  of  the  city  not  stationed  i 
1  batteries  would  constitute,  under  an  impending  attack,  a  row 
either  in  one  or  several  bodies,  according  to  circumstances,  re* 
exposed  points,  to  co-operate  in  offensive  movements,  or  torelien 
garrisons:  this  portion  having  connected  with  it  the  mounted 
field  artillery,  and  the  heavy  moveable  guns. 

This  appropriation  of  the  volunteer  force  to  the  immediate  dd 
city  would  operate  in  the  most  favorable  wny  upon  that  force,  r 
to  the  impulses  of  patriotism  every  feeling  connected  with  famil; 
and  social  and  civil  relations,  and,  while  making  military  servi 
of  duties,  relieving  it  of  hardship  and  privation.  It  would  be 
feature  in  this  kind  of  service  that  the  governing  motive  in  III 
officers  would  be  favorable  to  the  condition  of  the  troops,  every  i 
that  the  safety  of  his  dearest  concerns  depended  on  the  effi 
courage  of  his  officers.  The  same  motive  would  protqpt  him,  n 
desire,  and  contribute  to,  ihe  highest  state  of  efficiency  in  the  cc 

The  organization  of  volunteer  force  here  contemplated  may  c 
the  whole  maritime  frontier;  and  be  applicable,  also,  at  the  moi 
points  upon  the  inland  borders. 

This  arrangement,  while  it  might  be  an  enduring  one,  would 
expensive,  by  far,  of  any  that  would  be  efficient. 

The  days  of  exercise,  drill,  and  encampment  should  be  fixa 
riable,  in  order  that  they  may  the  less  interfere  with  the  private  oec 
the  volunteers.  During  an  impending  attack,  greater  or  less  port 
be  constantly  at  these  posts ;  but  still  the  service  would  comprise 
small  portion  of  the  year. 

According  to  the  value  of  the  interest  to  be  defended,  and  tl 
the  works  to  be  occupied,  would  be  the  rank  of  the  chief  comm 
should  be  intrusted  to  an  officer  of  the  regular  army,  whose  on 
often  be  extended,  advantageously,  over  a  certain  extent  of  seal 
right  and  left,  constituting  a  maritime  department. 

In  the  tables  to  be  presented  at  the  end  of  this  report,  we  sh 
whole  number  of  men  required  for  the  complete  defence  of  a 
works. 

We  now  proceed  to  examine  the  coast  in  detail ;  and,  in  order 
to  the  Senate's  resolution,  we  shall  divide  the  whole  seacoastof 
States  into  two  great  portions  :  the  first  portion  extending  fron 
qnoddy  bay  to  Cape  Florida  ;  the  second  from  Cape  Florida  H 
of  the  Sabine.  In  our  description,  we  shall,  without  any  othn 
general  acknowledgment,  quote  largely  from  a  report  presented  I 
in  April,  1836,  and  to  be  found  in  the  Senate  documents  of  the 
24th  Congress,  No.  293,  vol.  4.  This  report  contains  an  argun 
general  subject,  embodying  many  important  considerations,  whit 
thought  best  not  to  repeat  in  this  lengthened  report,  but  to  rote 
thy  of  perusal. 

We  will  conduct  the  examination  geographically,  beginning  a 
eastern  extremity ;  and  referring,  in  every  case,  to  accompatr 
which  exhibit  the  several  works  in  the  order  of  relative  impoi 
time. 
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COAST  FROM   PASSAMAaUODDY  BAT  TO  CAPE  FLORIDA. 

!  extreme  northeastern  section  of  this  coast,  extending  from  Quoddy 
oCape  Cod,  is  characterized  by  its  serrated  outline  and  its  numerous 
s,  and,  at  certain  seasons,  by  its  foggy  atmosphere.  The  extent  of  this 
i,  measuring:  from  point  to  point,  wherever  the  breaks  of  the  coast  are 
:,  is  about  51)0  miles;  while  a  straight  line  from  one  of  the  abovemention- 
esto  the  other  is  hardly  half  that  distance.  The  eastern  half  is  singu- 
udented  by  deep  bays;  the  coast  being  universally  rocky,  and  possess- 
unerous  islands  surrounded  by  deep  water ;  which  islands  not  only 
(ft  the  number  of  harbors,  but  cover,  besides,  an  interior  navigation 
lofcrstond  by  the  hardy  coasters,  and  measurably  secured  by  its  intri- 
a^and  the  other' dangers  of  this  boisterous  and  foggy  region,  from  in- 
ptiodby  an  enemy.  The  western  half  is  much  less  broken  ;  it  is  cov- 
Rj  few  islands  in  comparison,  but  contains  several  excellent  harbors. 
It  eastern  harbors  of  Maine  are  exposed  in  a  peculiar  manner.  They 
ptonly  on  the  flank  of  our  line,  but  they  are  also  quite  near  the  public 
pshments  of  the  greatest  maritime  Power.  They  are,  moreover,  a*  yet, 
fdby  only  a  thin  population  ;  and  are,  consequently,  weak  as  well  as 
pad.  The  time  may  not,  however,  be  very  distant,  when,  becoming 
Idly  and  populous,  they  will  be  objects  of  a  full  portion  of  the  national 
■lie.  Works  designed  for  these  harbors  must,  therefore,  be  calculated 
pfhtore ;  must  be  founded  on  the  principle  that  they  must  defend 
much  more  important  than  any  now  existing  there;  that,  being  near 
lions  of  a  foreign  Power,  they  will  be,  in  a  particular  manner,  ha- 
sodden  and  repeated  attacks ;  and  that,  lying  at  the  extremity  of  the 
they  are  liable  to  be  tardily  succored.  The  works  must,  conse- 
r>  be  competent  to  resist  escalade,  and  to  hold  out  for  a  few  days, 
ir  works  might  be  more  injurious  than  beneficial:  their  weakness 
io  the  first  place,  invite  attack ;  and,  it  being  often  a  great  advantage 
ipy  fortified  places  in  an  adversary's  territory,  the  enemy  could  pre- 
iorelf  to  remedy  the  deficiencies  of  the  forts,  alter  they  should  fall  into 
by  adding  temporary  works,  by  providing  strong  garrisons,  and 
le  defence  with  his  vessels. 

fys  have  been  made  of  these  harbors,  and  no  plans  formed  for  their 

It  may  be  well  to  observe  here,  once  for  all,  that  much  confidence 

for  the  mere  conjectures  presented  below,  as  to  the  number 

of  the  works  assigned  for  the  protection  of  the  harbors  which  have 

been  surveyed  :  in  some  cases,  there  may  be  mistakes  as  to  the  num- 

ffcrts  and  batteries  needed  ;  in  others,  errors  will  exist  in  the  estimated 

•/  and  Machias  may  be  mentioned  as  places  that  will  unquestion- 
thought  to  need  defensive  works  by  the  time,  in  the  order  of  relative 
B,  the  execution  of  them  can  be  undertaken  by  the  Government, 
several  small  towns  eastward  of  Mount  Desert  island,  that  may, 
Ijeriod,  deserve  equal  attention  :  at  present,  however,  the  places  men- 
rill  be  the  only  ones  estimated  tor ;  and  $100,000  will  be  assumed 
least  at  each.     (Statement  1,  table  P.) 
i/  Desert  island,  situated  a  little  east  of  Penobscot  bay,  having  a 
and  close  harbor,  affording  anchorage  for  the  highest  class  of 
,  and  easily  accessible  from  sea,  offers  a  station  for  the  navy  of  an 
•fiuperior  to  any  other  on  this  part  of  the  coast.    From  this  point,  his 
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cruisers  might  act  with  great  effect  against  the  navigation  of  the 
coast,  especially  that  of  Maine ;  and  his  enterprises  could  be  cc 
with  great  rapidity  against  any  points  he  might  select.  These  cc 
tions,  added  to  the  very  great  advantage,  in  certain  political  evento 
occupying  a  naval  station  thus  advanced,  whence  we  might  act  ofli 
together  with  the  expediency  of  providing  places  of  succor  on  a  pa 
coast  where  vessels  are  so  frequently  perplexed  in  their  navigatkx 
prevailing  fogs,  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  fortification,  in  I 
manner,  of  this  roadstead,  may,  before  long,  be  necessary.  A  n 
this  island  was  begun  many  years  ago  ;  but  the  party  being  calk 
other  duties,  it  was  never  completed.  The  project  of  defensive  vi 
not  been  made.  The  entire  cost  may  be,  as  assumed  by  the  Engh 
partment  some  years  ago,  $500,000.     (Statement  1,  table  P.) 

Ca stive. — It  would  seem  to  be  impossible,  on  this  coast,  to  dej 
enemy  enjoying  naval  superiority  of  harbors,  or  prevent  his  using 
stations  during  a  war — insular  situations,  which  his  vessels  would 
unapproachable,  being  so  numerous ;  but  it  seems  proper  that  such 
positions  as  are  the  sites  of  towns  should  be  secured.  During:  the  I 
the  English  held  the  position  of  Castine  for  some  time,  and  left  it 
pleasure.  It  is  probable  a  work  costing  about  $50,000  would  4 
enemy  from  again  making  choice  of  this  position.    (Statement  1,1 

Ptvohscot  bay. — Upon  this  bay,  and  upon  the  river  of  the  sail 
flowing  into  it,  are  several  flourishing  towns  and  villages.  Of  tt 
bays  which  intersect  the  coast,  the  Penobscot  is  the  one  which  pm 

! greatest  number  of  safe  and  capacious  anchorages.  As  before  obi 
arge  portion  of  these  harbors  must,  for  the  present,  be  left  with 
fences,  hut  the  valuable  commerce  of  the  bay  and  river  must  bee 
and  to  afford  a  secure  retreat  for  such  vessels  as  may  be  unable  topi* 
selves  under  the  protection  of  the  works  to  the  east  or  west  of  the  I 
passage  of  the  river  must  be  defended.  The  lowest  point  at  wh 
can  be  done,  without  great  expense,  is  opposite  Bucksport,  at  the  "■ 
A  project  has  been  given  in  for  a  fort  at  that  position,  estimated  at  fl 
(Statement  I,  table  D.)  ' 

tSt.  George's  bay,  Broad  bay,  Damariscotta,  and  SkecpscutrA 
the  Penobscot  occur  the  abovementioned  bays,  all  being  aeep  rail 
leading  to  towns,  villages,  and  various  establishments  of  inaostif 
terprise.  'The  bays  have  not  been  surveyed,  and,  of  course,  no  pa 
been  formed  for  their  defence.  $400,000  are  assigned  to  the  del 
these  waters.  The  Sheepscut  is  an  excellent  harbor  of  refuge  foi 
of  every  size.     (Statement  I,  table  F.) 

Kenncbeck  river. — This  river  (one  of  the  largest  in  the  eastern 
enters  the  sea  nearly  midway  between  Cape  Cod  and  the  mouth  ol 
Croix.  It  rises  near  the  source  of  the  Chaudiere,  which  is  a  trib 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  has  once  served  as  a  line  of  operations  sgail 
bee.  The  situation  and  extent  of  this  river,  the  value  of  its  prodi 
the  active  commerce  of  several  very  flourishing  towns  upon  its  b 
gether  with  the  excellence  of  the  harbor  within  its  mouth,  will  nfl 
its  defence  to  l>e  neglected.  The  surveys  begun  many  years  a 
never  finished.  The  estimated  cost  of  defences,  as  formerly  rep 
the  Engineer  Department,  was  $300,000.  Positions  near  the 
permit  a  secure  defence.     (Statement  I,  table  D.) 
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Had  harbor. — The  protection  of  the  town,  of  the  merchantmen  be- 
f  to  it,  and  of  the  ships  of  war  that  may  be  stationed  in  this  harbor 
h  over  this  part  of  the  coast,  or  that  may  enter  for  shelter,  (all  of 
mportant  objects,)  may  be  secured,  as  an  inspection  of  the  map  of 
bor  will  show,  by  occupying  Fort  Preble  point,  House  island,  Hog 
ledge,  and  Fish  point. 

» two  channels  to  the  west  and  east  of  Hog  island  can  be  obstructed 
1  expense,  (to  decide  which,  some  surveys  are  yet  necessary,)  there 
no  necessity  for  a  battery  on  the  ledge  ;  and  Fish  point  need  be  oc- 
only  by  such  works  as  may  be  thrown  up  in  time  of  war.  The  ex- 
js  now  estimated,  of  the  works  planned  for  this  defence,  will  be 
HI  for  Fort  Preble,  and  $48,000  for  House  island ;  for  Hog  Island 
i,mj  $135,000.  (Statement  1,  tables  A,  D,  E,  and  F.)  In  addi- 
hjra  must  be  repairs  immediately  applied  to  the  old  works,  at  an  ex- 

Srfs.600. 

Fv  intbunk,  and  York. — Small  works,  comparatively,  will  cover 
;  $75,000  is  assumed  as  the  aggregate  cost    (Statement  1, 

tmnouth  harbor  and  navy-yard. — The  only  good  roadstead,  or  har- 
Cape  Elizabeth  and  Cape  Ann,  is  Portsmouth  harbor,  within 
of  Piscataqua  river.    Line  of  battle  ships  can  ascend  as  high  as 
it,  seven  miles  above  the  town.    This  situation,  sufficiently  com- 
for  a  secondary  naval  depot,  designed  to  repair  vessels  of  war, 
maintained  ;  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  bay  to  the  south  of 
was  not  chosen  as  the  site  of  the  navy  yard,  instead  of  Fernald's 
Being  where  it  is,  it  will  be  necessary,  in  time  of  war,  to  make 
ticolar  dispositions  for  the  protection  of  the  navy  yard  from  an 
the  north  shore  of  the  river. 
position  of  Fort  Constitution  will  certainly,  and  that  of  Fort  Mc- 
rfll  probably,  be  occupied  by  the  defences ;  though  the  works  them- 
iouM  give  place  to  those  that  will  better  fulfil  the  object    The 
itions  for  forts,  or  batteries,  are,  Gerrishe's  point,  Fishing  island, 
Hn  island  :  some,  if  not  all,  of  which  must  be  occupied.    Surveys 
before  the  projects  can  be  formed,  or  before  estimates  can  be 
ttot  there  is  reason  for  believing  that  the  entire  cost  of  fortifying 
*'"      ill  not  fall  short  of  $300,000.     (Statement  1,  table  D.) 

vrt  hat  bor. — The  points  forming  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  are 

changing ;   and  it  seems  necessary,  therefore,  to  rely,  for  the 

the  harbor,  on  works  to  be  thrown  up  during  a  war.     There  is 

draught  of  water.    It  is  thought  $100,000  will  defend  this 

[adequately.     (Statement  1,  table  F.) 

for  harbor. — The  position  of  this  harbor,  near  the  extremity  of 

places  it  in  close  relation  with  the  navigation  of  all  Massachu- 

f9  and  imparts  to  it  considerable  importance.    No  surveys  have  yet 

*    but  it  is  believed  that  sufficient  defence  may  be  provided  for 

(Statement  I,  table  E.)    Should  there  be  any  occasion  for  de- 

' works  before  the  proposed  new  works  can  be  commenced,  an  ex- 

of  410  OOO,  in  repairs  of  the  old  fort,  will  be  required.     (Table  A.) 

f  harbor* This  harbor  will  be  defended  chiefly  by  a  portion  of 

designed  for  Salem.    $50,000,  in  addition,  will  secure  it  (State- 

l  table  F.) 
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Salem  harbor. — The  port  of  Salem  is  distant  from  Marblehead  two  nA 
and  separated  therefrom  by  a  peninsula.  The  occupation  of  the  extren 
of  Winter  island  (where  are  the  ruins  of  Fort  Pickering)  on  oue  side,  i 
Nangus  Head  oti  the  other,  will  effectually  secure  this  harbor.  Pmj 
have  been  presented  for  this  defence,  estimated  to  coat  $225,QML  fSt 
merit  1,  tables  \)  and  F.)  On  a  sudden  emergency-- old  Fort  Lee  mjjr 
put  in  an  effective  slate  for  $2,00".     (Table  A.) 

Marblehead  harbor. — Besides  covering,  in  some  measure,  the  hwbur 
Boston,  Salem  and  Marblehead  harbors  possess  an  important  commerce 
their  own,  and  also  afford  shelter  for  vessels  prevented,  by  certain  win 
from  entering  Boston  or  pursuing  their  course  eastward.  The  prop*. 
mode  of  defending  Marblehend  harbor  consists  in  occupying,  on  (hi 
aide,  the  hillock  which  commands  the  present  Fort  Sewtill,  (which 
superseded  by  the  new  work,)  and,  on  the  south,  the  position  of  Jack's  pi 
The  two  works  will  cost  S3 18,1)00.     (Statement  1,  tables  D  and  F.) 

To  repair  old  Fort  Sewall,  which  may  be  necessary  if  the  new  wortai 
not  soon  begun,  will  require  $10,000.     (Table  A.) 

Boston  harbor. — We  come  now  to  the  most  important  harbor  ii 
eastern  section  of  the  coast ;  and,  considering  the  relation  to  genera) 
merce,  and  the  interests  of  the  navy,  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  i 
Union. 

Alter  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  necessary  conditions  of  so 
problem,  the  board  of  naval  officers  and  engineers,  in  their  joint  rep} 
1820,  gave  this  harbor  a  preference  over  all  other  positions  to  the  eut, 
inclusive,  ol  New  York  bay  and  the  Hudson,  as  the  seat  of  ihe  ifi 
northern  naval  depot ;  and  the  Government,  by  the  great  additions  tod  it 
provemenls  that  have  from  year  to  year  been  since  made  to  the  nary •« 
on  the  Charlestown  side,  have  virtually  sanctioned  the  rccommendaUM 
the  board.  But,  independent  of  the  navy-yard,  Boston  is  a  city  of 
wealth,  and  possesses  on  extensive  and  active  commerce. 

The  old  works  defended  merely  the  interior  basin  from  attacks  byi 
but,  as  it  often  happens  that  vessels  enter  Nantasket  roads  with  a  wir 
scant  to  take  them  to  the  city,  or  are  detained  in  President  roads  by  I 
winds  or  an  adverse  tide;  as  the  former,  especially,  is  a  very  conns 
anchorage  whence  to  proceed  to  sea ;  and,  above  all,  as  Nantasket  w 
affords  the  best  possible  station  (or  a  blockading  squadron,  it  was  C 
indispensable  to  place  permanent  defences  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor. 
project  of  defence  regards  the  existing  works,  with  the  necessary  repairs 
modifications,  as  constituting  a  second  barrier. 

Besides  a  permanent  work,  now  well  advanced,  on  George's  island, 
contemplates  permanent  works  on  Nantasket  Head;  filling  up  the  Broi 
Sound  channel,  so  as  to  leave  no  passage  in  that  direction  for  ships  of  <n 

Until  the  best  draught  for  steam  vessels  of  war  shall  he  well  aswriaine 
it  will  not  be  sale  to  say  to  what  depth  the  Brood  Sound  channel  should  I 
restricted ;  nor,  indeed,  can  it  be  positively  asserted  that  this  description 
vessel  can  be  conveniently  excluded  by  such  means.  Other  vessels  ra 
however,  be  thus  excluded  ;  and  steam-vessels  passing  this  channel  wodj 
■till  have  to  pass  the  inner  barrier.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  works  I 
this  harbor  is  $2,040,000. 

Besides  the  works  of  a  permanent  character,  it  will  be  necessary, 
beginning  of  a  war,  to  erect  several  temporary  works  on  certain 
in  the  harbor,  and  on  the  lateral  approaches  to  the  navy  ynrd. 
I,  tables  A,  B,  and  F. 
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nd  Provincetown  harbors, — These  harbors  have  a  commerce 
juence  of  their  own.  but  they  are  particularly  interesting  in 
3  port  of  Boston.  While  these  are  undefended,  an  enemy's 
leading  Massachusetts  bay  will  have  ports  of  refuse  under 
would  enable  him  to  maintain  his  blockade,  even  throughout 
ly  seasons — knowing  that  the  winds  which  would  force  him 
would  be  adverse  to  outward-bound,  and  fatal  to  such  inward 
ild  venture  near  the  Gape.  Were  the  enemy  deprived  of  these 
mid  be  unable  to  enforce  a  rigorous  investment,  a3  he  would 
.  to  take  an  offing  on  every  approach  of  foul  weather.  Our 
>miii£  in  from  sea,  and  finding  an  enemy  interposed  between 
ston,  or  being  turned  from  their  course  by  adverse  winds, 
*  of  the  defence  of  these  ports,  find  to  the  south  of  Boston 
alent  to  those  provided  in  the  east,  at  Marblehead,  Salem, 
id  Portsmouth.  Plymouth  harbor  has  not  been  fully  sur- 
incetown  harbor  has  been  surveyed,  but  the  projects  of  de- 
>t  been  formed.  The  former,  it  is  thought,  may  be  suitably 
i  work  of  no  great  cost  on  Oarnett  point ;  while,  to  fortify 
i  harbor  in  such  a  way  as  to  cover  vessels  taking  shelter 
it  the  same  time  to  deprive  an  enemy  of  safe  anchorages,  will 
derable  expense.  Probably  no  nearer  estimate  can  be  formed 
an  that  offered  by  the  Engineer  Department  some  years  ago, 
2100,000  for  Plymouth,  and  $600,000  for  Provincetown. 
,  tables  D  and  E.) 

between  Cape  Cod  and  Cape  Hatteras  differs  from  the  north- 
Mi  in  possessing  fewer  harbors,  in  having  but  little  rocky  and 
ion  of  sandy  shore,  in  its  milder  climate  and  clearer  atmo- 
it  differs  from  all  the  other  portions  in  the  depth  and  magnitude 
r  teas  and  sounds,  and  in  the  distance  to  which  deep  tide  navi- 
ds  up  its  numerous  large  rivers.  The  circuit  of  the  coast,  not 
e  shores  of  the  great  bays,  measures  650  miles ;  while  a  straight 
le  of  the  abovenamed  capes  to  the  other  measures  about  520 

Vineyard  sound. — To  the  south  of  Cape  Cod  lie  the  islands 
st  and  Martha's  Vineyard,  which,  with  several  smaller  islands 
i,  and  the  projection  of  Cape  Malabar  on  the  east,  enclose  the 
I  sound.  The  channels  through  this  sound,  being  sufficient  for 
wels,  and  one  of  the  channels  permitting  the  passage  even  of 
«,  are  not  only  the  constant  track  of  coasting  vessels,  but  also 
nbers  of  vessels  arriving  in  the  tempestuous  months  from  for- 
s.  There  are  within  the  sound  the  harbors  of  Tarpaulin  cove, 
pfe,  Edgartown,  Falmouth,  Hyannis,  and  Nantucket,  besides 


n  to  the  many  thousand  vessels  passing  this  water  annually,  (of 
are  sometimes  forty  or  fifty,)  a  portion,  containing  very  valuable 
m  seen  in  the  harbors  awaiting  a  change TJf  wind,  there  is  sup- 
it  least  40,000  tons  of  whaling  vessels  owned  in  the  towns  of 

bora  just  named  are  to  l>e  defended  at  all,  it  must  be  by  fortifi- 
letv  is  little  or  no  population  except  in  the  towns,  and  even  thii 
i  be  entirely  without  military  organization.  A  privateer  might 
er  of  these  harbors,  and  capture,  destroy,  or  levy  contributions 
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at  pleasure.  The  use  of  the  sound  itself,  as  an  anchorage  far  vessel) 
war,  cannot  be  prevented  by  fortifications  alone.  $250,000  may,  perl 
suffice  lor  the  defence  of  all  the  harbors  against  the  kind  of  enterpn 
which  they  are  exposed.     (Statement  1,  table  F.) 

iVeio  Bedford  and  Fuirkaveit  harbor. — No  survey  has  been  made  ofl 
harbor,  on  which  lie  two  of  the  most  flourishing  towns.  It  is  easily  da 
sible,  and  the  amount  formerly  assumed  by  the  Engineer  Departmeut 
probably  suffice,  namely,  $30O,U0U.     (Statement  1,  table  D.) 

Buzzards  bay. — Interposed  between  the  main  and  the  island  of  )j 
thu's   Vineyard,  are   the   Elizabeth  islands,  which  bound   B  ■■■- 
on  the  south.     This  bay  covers  the  harbor  of  Now  Bedford,  and  might 
nsed  as  an  anchorage  by  an  enemy's  fleet ;  but  it  is  too  wide  to  be 
fended  by  fortifications. 

Ntirraganaet  bay. — The  properties  of  this  great  roadstead  will  be 
briefly  adverted  to.  More  minute  information  may  be  obtained  by  M 
to  reports  of  1820  and  1821. 

As  a  harbor,  this  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  the  best  on  the  wliottt 
of  the  United  States ;  and  it  is  the  only  close  man-of-war  harbor  thai ' 
cessible  with  a  northwest  wind,  the  prevailing  and  most  violent  wiud< 
inclement  season.  Numerous  hoards  and  commissions,  sometimes 
posed  of  naval  officers,  sometimes  of  army  officers,  sometimes  of  ofSa 
both  services,  have,  at  different  times,  had  the  subject  of  this  roadsfem 
der  consideration  ;  and  all  have  concurred  in  recommending,  iu  sirangB 
that  it  be  made  a  place  of  naval  rendezvous  and  repair,  if  not  a  grett  ti 
depot;  one  or  more  of  these  commissions  preferring  it,  for  the  latter  JrtHj 
to  all  other  positions.  These  recommendations  have  not  been  aet<« 
but  it  is  next  to  certain  that  a  war  would  force  their  adoption  upon 
Government. 

With  the  opening  of  this  anchorage  properly  defended,  hardly  i 
of  war  would  come,  either  singly  or  in  small  squadrons,  upon  the  c 
the  boisterous  season,  without  aiming  at  this  port,  on  account  ol  the 
rative  certainty  of  an  immediate  entrance.  And  this  would  be  parti 
the  case  with  vessels  injured  by  heavy  weather,  or  in  conflict  with 
my ;  with  vessels  bringing  in  prizes,  or  pursued  by  a  superior  ford 

This  use  of  the  port  would  almost  necessarily  bring  with  it  the 
for  the  means  of  repairing  and  refitting ;  and  the  concentration 
upon  some  suitable  spot  would  be  the  beginning  of  a  permanent  d< 

For  the  same  reason  that  ships  of  war  would  collect  here,  it  wi 
favorite  point  of  rendezvous  for  privateers  and  their  prizes,  and  a 
place  of  refuge  for  merchantmen. 

From  this,  as  a  naval  station,  the  navigation  of  Long  Island  sound,  a 
the  communication  between  this  and  Martha's  Vineyard  souud,  or 
sard's  bay,  might  be  well  protected  ;  New  London  harbor  would  ba 
,  ered  ;  the  navy-yard  would  command  southwardly,  as  from  Hampton  i 
northwardly,  the  great  inward  curve  of  the  coast  between  Cape  God  ■ 
Cape  Haiteros ;  the  influence  of  which  command  over  the  blockading  ope 
tions  of  an  enemy  will  be  apparent,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  only  h 
bors  of  refuge  left  to  him  will  be  the  Delaware,  Gardiner's  and  Buxul 
bays,  and  Martha's  Vineyard  sound. 

The  bays  first  mentioned  belong  to  the  class  before  alluded  to,  wfi 
being  too  wide  for  complete  defence  by  batteries,  must  call  in  such  auxin 
defences  as  the  navy  may  supply ;  and,  in  reference  to  their  defence 
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is,  nothing  can  be  more  important  than  the  fortification  of  Narra- 
te, because  all  but  the  first  of  the  bays  just  named  (including  an 
for  ships  of  war  under  Block  island)  would  be  commanded  by  a 
dron  of  those  floating  defences  lying  in  these  roads.  To  a  squad- 
m  batteries,  for  instance,  lying  under  the  fortifications,  it  would 
ar  of  little  consequence  into  which  of  the  above  anchorages  an 
uld  go — all  being  within  reach  in  three  or  four  hours,  and  some 
it.  We  will  here  observe,  by  the  way,  that  this  use  of  floating 
s  in  accordance  with  the  principle  before  insisted  on :  they  are 
ed  to  close  the  entrance  into  these  several  bays — that  would  re* 
ladron  for  each,  at  least  equal  to  the  enemy's ;  but  as  the  enemy 
j rely  for  rest  or  shelter,  and  there  is  no  object  that  he  can  injure, 

permitted  to  enter ;  and  our  squadron  will  assail  him  only  when 
nstances  of  wind,  weather,  <fcc.  give  all  the  advantages  to  the 
['he  fortification  of  Narraganset  roads  is  therefore,  in  effect,  a 
artant  contribution  toward  the  defence  of  all  the  neighboring 
s. 

»  same  properties  that  make  Narraganset  roads  so  precious  to  us, . 
ommend  them  to  the  enemy  also ;  and  their  natural  advantages 
ahanced  in  his  eyes  by  the  value  of  all  the  objects  these  advan- 
'  have  accumulated  therein. 

oadstead  were  without  defence,  an  enemy  could  occupy  it  without 
,  and,  by  the  aid  of  naval  superiority,  form  a  lodgment  on  the 
Ihode  Island  for  the  war.  Occupying  this  island  with  his  troops, 
his  fleets  the  channels  on  cither  side,  he  might  defy  all  the  forces 
*ern  States  ;  and  while,  from  this  position,  his  troops  would  keep 
md  motion  the  population  of  the  east,  feigned  expeditions  against 
Ic,  or  against  more  southern  cities,  would  equally  alarm  the  country 
rection :  and  thus,  though  he  might  do  no  more  than  menace,  it 
:  to  estimate  the  embarrassment  and  expense  into  which  he  would 
Government. 
>een  alleged  that  similar  consequences  would  flow  from  the  occu- 

other  positions ;  (such,  for  instance,  as  are  afforded  in  the  bays 
ioned ;)  and  that,  therefore,  the  defence,  in  a  strong  manner,  of 
set  roads  is  useless. 

Ho  wing  that  there  are  other  advantageous  and  inaccessible  po- 
bereon  an  enemy  might  place  himself;  is  it  a  reason,  because  the 
d  spite  of  us,  possess  himself  of  comparatively  unsafe  and  open 
bat  we  should  not  apply  to  our  own  uses,  but  yield  up  to  him, 
test  harbor  on  the  coast  ?  that  we  should  submit  to  capture  ana 
a  the  valuable  objects  that  accumulate  in  consequence  of  the 

of  the  harbor  ? 

is  believed  that  none  of  the  outer  and  wider  harbors  will  answer 
n  establishment  as  we  have  supposed,  nor  for  any  other  purpose 
occasional  anchorage  of  ships  of  war;  and  for  these  reasons, 
thers:  that,  although  ships  of  war  might  possibly  ride  in  these 
;rs  at  all  seasons,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  measure  of  great  temerity 
tits  to  attempt  it,  except  in  the  mildest  seasons  ;  and  there  can  be 
t  that  a  hostile  expedition  would  resort  to  no  harbor  as  a  place  of 
i,  unless  it  afforded  sure  protection  to  its  transports ;  these  being 
leans  by  which  ulterior  purposes  could  be  executed,  or  final  re- 
tire country  effected. 
4 
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I(  moreover,  Narraganset  roads  be  fortified  and  become  a  naval  statio 
or  at  least  the  station  of  a  floating  force  designed  to  act  against  these  ofll 
waters,  such  an  establishment  by  any  enemy  would  at  once  be  put  up 
the  defensive,  and  require  the  constant  presence  of  a  superior  fleet ;  Of 
measurably  losing  the  object  of  the  establishment. 

Independent  of  the  qualities  of  the  harbor,  however,  none  of  these  h 
would  answer  our  purposes:  1st.  Because  they  cannot  be  securely d 
fended ;  and,  2d.  Because  they  are  difficult  of  access  from  the  main— d 
communication  with  them  being  liable  to  interruption  by  bad  weather,  u 
liable  to  be  cut  off  by  the  enemy. 

The  defence  adopted  for  Narraganset  roads  must  be  formidable  on  t 
important  points,  because  they  will  be  exposed  to  powerful  expedite 
Although  the  possession  of  this  harbor,  the  destruction  of  the  naval  e* 
lishment,  the  capture  of  the  floating  defences,  and  the  possession  of  the  all 
as  a  place  of  debarcation  and  refreshment,  should  not  be  considered  aie| 
stituting,  of  themselves,  objects  worthy  a  great  expedition,  they  might  d 
well  be  the  preliminary  steps  of  such  expedition  ;  and  defences  wmk 
their  character  might  tempt,  rather  than  deter  it:  for  although  unable  ton 
aist  his  enterprise,  they  might  be  fully  competent,  after  being  captured  i 
strengthened  by  such  means  as  he  would  have  at  hand,  to  protect  him  ft 
offensive  demonstrations  on  our  part.  i 

There  are,  besides,  in  the  local  circumstances,  some  reasons  whfj 
works  should  be  strong.  The  channel  on  the  eastern  side  of  them 
being  permanently  closed  by  a  solid  bridge,  requires  no  defensive  fin 
bat  this  bridge  being  at  the  upper  end  of  the  island,  the  channel  hopr 
an  enemy  alt  along  the  eastern  shore  of  the  island.  Works  erected  far 
defence  of  the  channel  on  the  west  side  of  the  island  cannot,  therefore, 
vent,  nor  even  oppose,  a  landing  on  the  eastern  side.  The  enemy, 
quently,  may  take  possession,  and  bend  his  whole  force  to  the  redo 
the  forts  on  the  island,  which  cannot  be  relieved  nntil  a  force  ha*  boi 
ganized,  brought  from  a  distance,  conveyed  by  water  to  the  points 
and  landed  in  the  face  of  his  batteries  :  all  this  obviously  requiring 
days,  during  which  the  forts  should  be  capable  of  holding  out 
this  against  an  expedition  of  10,000  or  20,000  men,  demands 
more  than  the  strength  to  resist  a  single  assault. 

Unless  the  main  works  be  competent  to  withstand  a  siege  of  a  far 
they  will  not,  therefore,  fulfil  their  trust,  and  will  be  worse  than 

It  must  here  be  noticed,  that,  although  the  works  do  not  prewflt 
landing  of  an  enemy  on  Rhode  Island,  they  will,  if  capable  of  rearing 
efforts  for  a  few  days,  make  his  residence  on  the  island  for  anyteogth! 
time  impossible,  since  forces  in  any  number  may  be  brought  frotn  (beDH| 
and  landed  under  the  cover  of  the  fire  of  the  works. 

To  come  now  to  the  particular  defences  proposed  for  this  roadiml  l 
must  be  stated  that  there  are  three  entrances  into  Narraganset  rotdi!   > 

1st.  The  eastern  channel,  which  passes  up  on  the  east  side  oftheBUj 
of  Rhode  Island.  This,  as  before  stated,  being  shut  by  a  solid  bridge, na( 
no  defence  by  fortifications,  other  than  a  field- work  or  two,  which  noty 
ihrown  up  Sit  the  opening  of  a  war. 

2d.  The  central  channel,  which  enters  from  sea  by  passing  betwc 
Rhode  Island  and  Canonicut  inland.  This  is  by  far  the  best  entrance,! 
leads  to  the  best  anchorage  ;  and  this  it  is  proposed  to  defend  by  a  fort 
the  east  side  of  the  entrance,  designed  to  be  the  principal  work  in  the  5 
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.  This  work,  called  Fort  Adams,  is  nearly  completed.  On  the  west 
of  the  entrance  it  is  proposed  to  place  another  work ;  and  on  an  island, 
d  Rose  island,  facing  the  entrance,  a  third  work.  It  is  also  proposed  to 
ir  the  old  fort  on  Goat  island,  just  within  the  mouth ;  and  also  old  Fort 
id,  which  is  a  little  higher  up,  and  on  the  island  of  Rhode  Island. 
L  As  to  the  western  passage,  three  modes  present  themselves :  first,  by 
ring  the  depth  of  water  by  an  artificial  ledge,  so  as  while  the  passage 
.be  as  free  as  it  is  now  for  the  coasting  trade,  it  shall  be  shut  as  to  the 
sb  of  war,  including  steam-vessels ;  second,  by  relying  on  fortifications 
e  to  close  the  channel ;  or,  third,  by  resorting  in  part  to  one  and  in 
to  the  other  mode  just  mentioned.  Either  is  practicable  ;  but,  being 
last  expensive  and  most  certain,  the  estimates  are  founded  on  the  first, 
he  total  cost  of  the  Narraganset  defences  is  estimated  at  $1,817,482. 
latent  1,  tables  A,  B,  D,  E,  and  F.) 

wrditier's  bay. — It  is  uncertain  whether  this  harbor,  which  would  be  a 
valuable  one  to  an  enemy  investing  this  part  of  the  coast,  is  defensible 
wiifications  alone.  After  it  shall  have  been  surveyed,  it  may  appear 
from  one  or  more  positions,  the  whole  anchorage  may  be  controlled 
Mvy  sea-mortars.  In  such  a  case,  the  defensive  works  would  not  be 
\j.    If  it  be  found  expedient  to  fortify  some  particular  portion  of  the 

Eachorage  for  steam  batteries,  (which,  however,  is  not  anticipated,) 
would  probably  be  as  great  as  was  anticipated  some  years  since 
jineer  Department,  viz  :  $400,000.     (Statement  1,  table  F.) 
Harbor,  New  York,  and  Stonington,  Connecticut. — Neither  of  these 
has  been  surveyed  with  reference  to  defence.     The  first  is  pos- 
of  considerable  tonnage ;  and  the  second,  besides  being  engaged  in 
j,  is  the  terminus  of  a  railroad  from  Boston.     $100,000  maybe 
to  the  first,  and  $200,000  to  the  other.     (Statement  1,  tables  E 

London  harbor  is  very  important  to  the  commerce  of  Long  Island 

abd,  as  a  port  of  easy  access,  having  great  depth  of  water,  rarely 

J,  and  being  easily  defended,  it  is  an  excellent  station  for  the  navy. 

valuable  as  a  shelter  for  vessels  bound  out  or  home,  and  desirous 

a  blockading  squadron  off  Sandy  Hook. 
Jan  of  defence,  the  present  forts  (Trumbull  and  Griswold)  give 
tfemore  efficient  works,  whereof  the  expense  is  estimated  at  $441,000. 
at  1,  tables  C  and  F.) 

of  Connecticut  river. — This  river  has  been  shown  to  be  subject 
[expeditions  of  an  enemy.    No  survey  has  been  made  with  a  view  to 
;  $  100,000  is  introduced  here  as  the  conjectural  cost.    (State- 
^  table  F.) 

m  Haven  harbor. — It  is  proposed  to  defend  this  harbor  by  improving 
'enlarging  Fort  Hale,  and  substituting  a  new  work  for  the  slight  re* 
If  erected  during  the  last  war,  called  Fort  Wooster.  The  expense  of 
I  may  be  set  down  at  $90,000,  exclusive  of  $5,000  for  immediate  re- 
>tf  old  Fort  Hale.     (Statement  1,  table  F.) 

we  are  several  towns  between  New  Haven  and  New  York,  on  both 
fef  the  sound;  none  of  them  are  very  large  as  yet,  still,  most,  if  not 
le  prosperous  and  increasing.  Although,  in  tlu-ir  present  condition,  it 
tt  not  be  deemed  necessary  to  apply  any  money  to  permanent  defences, 
IS  part  of  the  present  object  is  to  ascertain,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  ulti- 
'  cost  of  completely  fortifying  the  coast,  it  seems  proper  to  look  forward 
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to  the  time  when  some  of  these  towns  may  become  object 
terprises  of  some  magnitude.  Bearing  in  mind  the  pre 
population  in  the  mean  lime,  and  the  situation  of  the  plai 
thought  that  8200,000  will  be  enough  to  provide  defenct 
ment  1,  table  F.) 

Mew  York  harbor. — The  objects  of  the  projected  worl 
of  New  York  are,  to  cover  the  city  from  mi  attack  by  lai 
tect  its  numerous  shipping;  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possibl 
this  great  port ;  and  to  cover  the  interior  communication 
bor  with  the  Delaware.  In  the  present  condition  of  the 
my  would  encounter  no  great  opposition,  whether  his  otti 
laud  or  water. 

There  are  two  avenues  to  tho  city,  namely :  one  by  the 
rect  from  sea,  and  one  by  the  sound.  If  an  enemy  coi 
the  sound,  lie  may,  now,  land  his  forces  on  the  New  "V 
gate,  within  less  than  ten  miles  of  New  York,  and  (he 
latest,  be  in  the  city ;  or,  lie  may  laud  on  (he  Long  Island 
distance,  and  in  the  same  time  be  master  of  the  navy-yart 
heights,  whence  the  city  of  New  York  is  perfectly  coi 
may  divide  his  forces,  and  reach  both  objects  at  the  same 

The  projected  system  of  defence  closes  this  avenue  a 
tance  possible  from  the  city,  namely,  at  Throg's  point.  *. 
this  point  will  force  the  enemy  to  land  more  than  tweri 
city  on  one  side,  and  still  farther  from  the  navy-yard  on  t 

A  work  now  in  progress  at  Throg's  point  will  probabl 
tempt  to  force  this  passage.  It  wilt,  us  we  have  seen,  ot 
land  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  object ;  and  as  h< 
able  to  turn  the  strong  position  afforded  by  Harlem  river 
New  York  side  will  be  sufficient. 

But  should  be  tund  on  the  Long  Island  side,  he  might, 
on  suitable  positions,  with  a  view  to  prevent  our  crossi 
lolling  on  his  rear,  make  a  dash  at  the  navy-yard,  having 
front.  To  prevent  this,  effectually,  and  also  to  accompli: 
work  should  be  erected  on  Wilkins's  point,  opposite  Tin 
work,  besides  completing  the  defence  of  1I13  channel,  woult 
against  the  navy-yard  from  this  quarter  in  great  danger;  ; 
that  could  be  collected  on  the  New  York  shore  might,  m 
work,  be  crossed  over  to  Long  Island,  and  fall  on  the  r< 
cutting  off  his  communication  with  the  fleet.  The  two  • 
Hiid  Wilkins's  points  may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  perfei 
that  side,  the  city  and  navy-yard. 

Against  an  attack  by  the  main  channel,  there  are — 

1st.  Tho  works  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  which  wc 
enemy's  squadron  only  after  its  arrival  before  the  place. 
Fort  Columbus,  Castle  Williams,  and  South  Battery,  on  C 
Fort  Wood,  on  Bedlow's  island ;  and  Fort  Gibson,  on  El 

It  is  necessary  that  these  works  be  maintained,  becauE 
the  lower  barrier  being  forced,  these  would  still  afford  a 
disadvantage  of  their  positions,  however,  that  the  destru 
might  be  going  on  simultaneously  with  the  contest  betw& 
the  fleet.  They  cannot,  however,  be  dispensed  with,  uiitil 
■are  entirely  completed,  if  even  then. 
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SI  At  (be  narrows,  about  seven  miles  below  the  city,  the  passage  be- 
la  10  contracted  as  to  permit  good  disposition  to  be  made  for  defence, 
the  Long  Island  side  of  the  narrows  is  'Fort  Lafayette,  which  is  a  strong 
to-hattery  standing  on  a  reef  at  some  distance  from  the  shore ;  and  im- 
jHktely  behind  it,  on  the  top  of  the  bank,  is  a  small  but  strong  work, 
Aid  Fort  Hamilton.  Some  repairs  being  applied  to  these  works,  this  po- 
Aonmaybe  regarded  as  well  occupied. 

to  the  west  side,  or  Stalen  Island  side  of  the  narrows,  are  the  following 
Mb  belonging  to  the  State  of  New  York,  viz :  Fort  Richmond,  which  is 
interbatiery ;  Battery  Hudson,  which  is  at  some  height  above  the  water; 
jhfery  Morion,  which  is  a  small  battery  on  the  top  of  the  hill ;  and  Fort 
, pmt,  which  is  also  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  is  the  principal  work, 
"ltoe  need  great  repairs  ;  but,  being  once  in  proper  order,  would  afford  a 
^important  contribution  to  the  defence  of  the  passage;  nothing  further, 
d,  being  contemplated  for  this  position,  except  the  construction  of  a 
redoubt  on  a  commanding  hill,  a  little  to  the  southwest.  The  repairs 
to  works  cannot  too  soon  be  taken  in  hand  ;  and  it  is  hoped  some  ar- 
(wnent  may  soon  be  made  with  the  State  authorities  to  that  end. 
|Withthe  narrows  thus  defended,  and  the  works  near  the  city  in  perfect 
•te,  New  York  might  hi  regarded  as  pretty  well  protected  against  an 
(tack  by  water  through  this  passage. 

kh there  lies  below  the  narrows  a  capacious  bay,  affording  good  anchor- 
l Ar any  number  of  vessels  of  war  and  transports.  An  enemy's  squad- 
kiiigin  that  hay,  into  which  entrance  is  very  easy,  would  set  a  seal 
this  outlet  of  the  harbor.  Not  a  vessel  could  enter  or  depart  at  any 
uof  the  year.  And  it  would  also  intercept  the  water  communication, 
r'lhewny  of  the  Raritan,  hot  ween  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 
^Thesaine  squadron  could  land  a  force  on  the  beach  of  Gravcsend  bay, 
place  of  the  binding  of  the  iJritish,  which  brought  on  the  battle  of 
bland  in  the  revolutionary  war.)  within  seveif  miles  of  the  city  of 
lyn,  of  its  commanding  height,  and  of  the  navy  yard  ;  with  no  iuter- 
ig  obstacle  ot  any  sort. 
[Tk»  danger  is  imminent,  and  it  would  not  fail,  in  the  event  of  war,  to 
ifally  realized  as  it  wns  during  the  last  war.  when,  on  the  rumor  of 
lition  being  in  preparation  in  England,  27,IM!0  militia  were  assembled 
the  city  from  an  attack  of  this  sort.  It  is  apparent  that  the  defences 
'fccily,  and  those  at  the  narrows,  indispensable  as  they  are  for  other 
,cannot  be  made  to  prevent  this  enterprise  ;  which  can  be  thoroughly 
against  only  by — 
L  An  outer  barrier  at  the  very  mouth  of  the  harbor.  This  would  accom- 
two  objects  of  great  consequence,  namely,  rendering  a  close  blockade 
'*e  harbor  impossible :  and  obliging  an  enemy,  who  should  design  to 
!  troops  against  the  navy  yard,  to  land  at  a  distance  of  more  than  twenty 
'from  his  object,  upon  a  dangerous  beach  ;  leaving,  during  the  absence 
[ie  troops,  the  transports  at  anchor  in  the  ocean,  and  entirely  without 
iter.  The  hazards  of  such  a  land  expedition  would,  moreover,  be  greatly 
■need  by  the  fact  that  our  own  troops,  by  passing  over  to  Long  Island 
tr  cover  of  the  fort  at  Wilkins's  point,  could  cut  off  the  return  of  the 
■f  to  his  fleet,  which  must  lie  at  or  somewhere  near  Rockaway :  time, 
toce,  and  the  direction  of  the  respective  marches,  would  make,  very 
tally,  such  a  manoeuvre  a  part  of  the  plan  of  defence.  Against  an  ene- 
landingin  Gravesend  bay,  no  such  manoeuvre  could  be  effectual,  on  ac- 
it  of  the  shortness  of  his  line  of  march,  as  well  as  of  its  direction. 
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In  view  of  these  considerations,  the  board  of  engineers  projected  add 
tional  works — one  for  the  east  bank,  and  another  for  the  middle  gr 
these  positions  being  on  shoals  qn  either  hand  of  the  bar,  outside  of 
Hook.  Before  determining:  on  the  works  last  mentioned,  the  board 
into  much  research  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  these  shoals  werei 
changeable ;  and  it  was  thought  to  have  been  fully  proved  that  then! 
been  no  material  alteration  in  more  than  sixty  years.  This  apparent  staluj 
of  the  shoals  encouraged  the  board  to  devise  the  project  referred  to.     ~ 

Recent  surveys  have,  however,  discovered  a  new,  or  rather  anodic 
channel.  If  it  be  indeed  a  new  channel,  it  shows  a. want  of  stability  iotl 
shoals,  that  forbids  any  such  structures  as  the  contemplated Jfetterks*,  Uj 
it  may  be  necessary  to  resort  to  other  means.  Suitable  means  exnt,fl 
questionably,  though  it  may  not  be  best  to  decide  on  them  until  alldndtj 
to  the  fixed  or  changing  nature  of  the  channel  shall  be  removed ;  esperi 
as  it  must  necessarily  be  some  time  before  the  completion  of  moreh 
pensable  works  will  allow  the  commencement  of  these.  This  may,r 
ever,  be  said  with  certainty,  namely  :  that,  all  other  means  failing,  v 
may  be  erected  on  Sandy  Hook,  which  will  have  a  good  action  npooi 
channel,  and  under  cover  of  which  bomb  ketches  or  steam  batteries,  orM 
may  lie.  With  such  an  arrangement,  there  would  be  little  probability^ 
the  lower  bay  being  occupied  as  a  blockading  station. 

To  recapitulate :  The  security  of  the  city  of  New  York  andthenif 
yard  requires,  first,  defences  on  the  passage  from  the  sound ;  namely,  fl 
completion  of  Port  Schuyler  on  Throg's  point,  and  the  erection  of  ai 
on  Wilkins's  point— cost  of  both  $976,000  :  second,  the  repair  of  worb  ' 
Governor's  island,  on  Bed  low's  island,  and  on  Ellis's  island— i 
cost  $170,897:  third,  the  repair  of  the  works  at  the  narrows,  it 
the  work?  belonging  to  the  Stale — cost  $475,000 ;  and,  fourth,  theei 
outer  defences  on  or  near  Sandy  Hook,  estimated  by  the  board  of  < 
to  cost  $3,362,824. 

The  total  cost,  exclusive  of  these  last,  will  therefore  be  $1,621,897; 
including  these,  #4,9S4.721.     (Statement  1,  tables  A,  C,  and  F.) 

Delaware  bay,  Fort  Delaware,  Fort  Mifflin,  Delaware  brea 
The  coast  from  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson  to  the  Chesapeake,  as 
that  on  the  south  side  of  Long  Island,  is  low  and  sandy,  and  is  pen 
by  several  inlets;  but  not  one,  besides  the  Delaware,  is  navigable  I 

Soing  vessels.     The  Delaware  bay  itself  being  wide,  and  full  of 
aving  an  intricate  channel,  and  being  much  obstructed  by  ice  in  the 
ter,  affords  no  very  good  natural  hartor  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  1 
sea. 

The  artificial  harbor  now  in  course  of  construction  near  CapeBwIopJ 
will,  it  is  hoped,  fully  supply  this  need  ;  in  which  event,  it  must  beacon! 
fortified.  No  plans  have,  however,  as  yet  been  made  with  that  object;  m 
as  to  the  probable  cost,  nothing  hotter  can  now  be  done  than  to  aounen 
conjectural  estimate  made  some  years  since  in  the  Engineer  Deporting 
namely.  $600,000.     (Statement  1,  table  F.)  .    i 

The  lowest  point  at  which  the  bay  is  defensible  is  at  Pea-patch  Wig 
about  forty  five  miles  below  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  A  fort  on  thatBwJ 
to  replace  the  one  destroyed  by  fire;  a  fort  opposite  the  Pea  patch,  ofljj 
Delaware  shore,  to  assist  in  commanding  the  Delaware,  channel,  and 8t« 
came  time  protect  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  canal; 
temporary  work  on  the  Jersey  shore,  to  be  thrown  up  at  the  comm** 
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tf  of  a  war,  to  assist  in  closing  the  channel  on  that  side ;  together  with 
tig  obstructions,  to  be  put  down  in  moments  of  peril,  will  effectually 

*  ill  above  this  position — including  Philadelphia,  and  its  navy  vara*, 
oiiigton,  New  Castle,  the  canal  before  mentioned,  and  the  Philadelphia 
fekimore  railroad. 

be  commencement  of  the  rebuilding  of  Fort  Delaware  being  delayed 
ifficolties  attending  the  settlement  of  new  claims  to  the  island  on  which 
to  stand,  Fort  Mifflin,  which  is  an  old  work,  about  seven  miles  below 
&j  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  put  in  good  order.  This  work  is  ready 
ca?e  its  armament  and  its  garrison. 

be  expense  of  the  work  on  Fort  Delaware  may  be  estimated  at  $491,000, 
if  the  fort  opposite  $521,000.  (Statement  1,  tables  C  and  F.) 
iuapeake  bay. — The  board  of  naval  officers  and  engineers  intrusted 
t  the  selection  of  sites  for  a  great  northern  and  a  great  southern  naval 
t,  recommended,  in  their  joint  reports  of  1819  and  1820,  Bur  well's  bay, 
Iras  river,  for  the  one ;  and  Charlestown,  in  Boston  harbor,  for  the 
C  They  also  recommended  Boston  harbor  and  Narraganset  bay,  at 
wrthj  and  Hampton  roads,  at  the  south,  as  chief  naval  rendezvous.  Id 
i  reports  the  commissioners  entered  at  large  into  the  consideration  of 
he  matters  relating  to  these  important  objects,  and  reference  is  now 
eto  those  reports  for  many  interesting  details. 

ktpton  roads,  James  river,  Norfolk,  and  the  navy-yard. — The  works 
tfn  for  the  defence  of  these  are,  1st,  a  fort  at  Old  Point  Comfort — thi? 
fled  Fort  Monroe ;  2d,  a  casemated  battery,  called  Fort  Calhoun,  oil 
tip  Rap  shoals,  opposite  Old  Point  Comfort;  and  3d,  a  line  of  floating 
Actions  extending  across  the  channel  from  one  of  these  works  to  the 
'.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  commission  above  mentioned,  that,  in 
vent  of  a  great  naval  depot  being  fixed  on  James  river,  it  might  ulti- 
ly  be  proper  to  provide  additional  strength  by  placing  works  on  the 
(As  of  Newpoit  new?,  Wassaw  shoals,  and  Craney  Island  flats.  Such 
pension  has,  however,  since  then,  been  given  to  the  present  navy-yard 
•port,  (opposite  Norfolk,)  that  there  is  little  probability  of  any  other 
00  on  these  waters  being  occupied  for  such  purposes, 
ft  great  importance  of  retaining  Hampton  roads  during  a  war,  and  of 
Big  the  navy-yard,  is  conceded  on  all  hands.  The  bearing  of  this 
fenpon  the  general  defence  of  the  Chesapeake  bay  is,  perhaps,  equally 
jWerstood  ;  it  being  very  evident  that  a  small  hostile  force  would  re- 
•fly  venture  up  the  bay,  or  into  York  river,  or  the  Rappahannock,  or 
rf  the  upper  harbors,  leaving  behind  them  a  great  naval  station,  and 
lornon  rendezvous  of  the  southern  coast— a  station  seldom,  in  time  of 
without  the  presence  of  a  number  of  vessels  just  ready  for,  or  just  re- 
id  from,  sea. 

*ery  important  bearing  upon  the  security  of  Norfolk  and  the  navy-yard, 
Modem  of  the  closing  the  channel  to  those  places,  is,  however,  not  gen- 
F  Understood  ;  and  has  been  entirely  overlooked  in  the  official  animad- 
ous  (before  mentioned)  on  the  system  of  defence  of  the  board  of  engi- 
1. 

W  suppose  no  defences  at  the  mouth  of  the  roadstead,  or  only  such  as 

*  disregarded,  or  easily  silenced,  an  enemy  might  debark  his  troops  in 
ihren  bay,  and  despatch  them  against  Norfolk,  while  his  fleet  would 
■pthe  harbor  to  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  not  only  covering  the  flank  of 
oops,  but  landing  parties  to  turn  any  position  that  might  be  taken  by 
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the  army  attempting  to  defend  the  place ;  or,  instead  of  landing  m  the 
fid  might,  at  his  option,  land  the  main  body  quite  near  to  Norfolk;  and1 
iflg  possession  of  James  river,  he  would  prevent  the  arrival  of  any  i 
ih  steamboats,  or  otherwise,  by  that  channel. 

There  are  two  or  three  defiles  on  the  route  from  Lynnhaven  bajtoi 
folk,  caused  by  the  interlocking  of  streams,  that,  with  the  aid  of  field-! 
Would  possess  great  strength  ;  and,  being  occupied  in  succession, 
undoubtedly  delay,  if  not  repulse,  an  enemy  assailing  them  in  front 
the  naval  depot  seems  fixed  at  Gosport,  these  must,  indeed,  be  chkftf  I 
on  for  its  security  from  land  attacks;  and  timely  attention  must  be | 
On  the  breaking  out  of  a  war,  to  the  occupying  of  these  defiles  with 
priate  defences.    These  positions  possess  no  value  whatever,  if  they  i 
turned;  and,  without  adequate  fortifications  at  the  outlet  of  Hampton 
there  would  seem  to  l>e  no  security  for  Norfolk  or  the  navy-yard, 
the  presence  of  a  large  military  force. 

On  the  completion  of  the  projected  defences,  the  circumstances 
very  different.     Then,  those  defiles  must  be  attacked  in  front, 
part  of  the  enemy's  force  can  be  landed  above  the  mouth  of  the  roadt 
this  is  not  all.     The  moment  an  enemy  advances  toward  Norfolk  froni 
point  of  debarcation,  his  communication  with  his  fleet  will  be  jeoparded]  I 
cause,  as  the  defiles  do  not  require  a  large  body  to  defend  them  agai 
attack  in  front,  the  greater  part  of  the  reinforcements  arriving  from 
by  way  of  the  river,  may  be  landed  upon  his  flanks,  or  in  his  rar. 
offensive  land  movement  by  the  enemy,  under  such  circumstances, 
be  justified  only  in  the  case  of  his  finding  an  entire  want  of  pr< 
caused  by  the  unexpected  commencement  of  hostilities.     In  c 
with  this  disposition  for  defence,  it  may  be  expedient,  on  the  opening 
war,  to  throw  up  a  field  work"  on  the  shore  opposite  the  position  or 
Calhoun;  which  would,  besides,  contribute  to  the  exclusion  from  the! 
stead  of  vessels  of  small  draught. 

The  above  remarks  show  that  the  fortifications  in  progress  ore  not] 
necessary  to  the  security  of  the  navy-yard  and  the  city  of  Norfolk  * 
land  attack,  than  from  an  attack  bv  water  ;  and  that  both  these  ii 
functions  are  superadded  to  the  task  of  defending  the  only  good 
of  the  southern  coast,  and  of  contributing,  in,  a  very  important 
towards  the  defence  of  the  Chesapeake  bay. 

As  in  the  case  of  Narragauset  roads,  it  has  been  objected  to  thin 
of  defence,  that,  although  it  may  shut  up  this  anchorage,  it  leawi 
in  this  region  open.  May  we  suppose,  then,  that  if  there  were  bo 
than  this  harbor,  its  defence  would  be  justifiable  ?  If  so,  it  would 
that  the  objection  rests  on  the  principle,  that,  in  proportion  as  nattW 
been  bountiful  to  us,  we  must  be  niggard  to  ourselves  ;  that,  haling  " 
we  may  cherish  it ;  but,  having  much,  we  must  throw  all  away. 

The  same  criticism  complains  of  the  unreasonable  magnitude  rf  trtj 
these  works,  (Fort  Monroe  ;)  and  we  concede  that  there  is  justice  n 
criticism.  But  it  has  long  been  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil.  ltflMf 
however,  be  improper  to  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  remove  fro» 
country  the  professional  reproach  attached  to  this  error.  Wheottojfl 
tern  of  coast  defence  was  about  to  be  taken  up,  it  was  thought  be&bn 
Government  and  Congress,  to  call  from  abroad  a  portion  of  that  skill  1 
science  which  a  long  course  of  active  warfare  was  supposed  to  have  * 
plied.    Fort  Monroe  is  one  of  the  results  of  that  determination,  ftf 
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97,  probably,  to  come  down  from  the  exaggerated  sea1  e  of  warfare  to 
Europe  was  then  accustomed ;  nor,  for  those  who  had  been  brought 
lere  wars  were  often  produced,  and  always  magnified,  by  juxtapo- 
or  proximity,  to  realize  to  what  degTce  remoteness  from  belligerant 
s  would  diminish  military  means  and  qualify  military  objects.  Cer- 
is,  that  this  experiment,  costly  as  it  was  in  the  case  of  Fort  Monroe, 
have  been  much  more  so  but  for  the  opposition  of  some  whose 
noderate  opinions  had  been  moulded  by  no  other  circumstances  than 
Bcnliar  to  our  own  country. 

i  mistake  is  one  relating-  to  magnitude,  however;  not  to  strength, 
lade,  in  fortification,  is  often  a  measure  of  strength;  but  not  always, 
this  instance.  Fort  Monroe  might  have  been  as  strong  as  it  is  now, 
t  a  water  attack,  or  an  assault,  or  a  siege,  with  one-third  its  present 
y,  and  perhaps  at  not  more  than  half  its  cost.  We  do  not  think  this 
loo  strong  for  its  position,  nor  too  heavily  armed  ;  and  as  the  force 
garrison  will  depend  mainly  on  the  extent  of  the  armament,  the 
as  caused  an  excess  in  the  first  outlay  chiefly,  but  will  not  involve 
welcss  expense  after  completion. 

oogh  there  is  much  important  work  to  be  done  to  complete  the  fort, 
en  now  in  a  state  to  contribute  largely  to  the  defence  of  the  road- 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  a  very  short  time  all  the  cascmated 
ay  be  perfectly  ready  to  receive  the  armament. 
work  will  be  found  in  statement  1,  table  C;  §223,367  biing  re- 
to  complete  it. 

Calhoun  cannot  yet  be  carried  forward,  for  want  of  stability  in  the 
tion.  The  artificial  mass  on  which  it  is  to  stand  having  been  raised 
he  water,  the  walls  of  the  battery  were  begun  some  years  since ;  but 
soon  found  that  their  weight  caused  considerable  r.uhsidcnce.  On 
lection  by  engineer  officers,  it  was  then  decided  to  keep  the  fonnda- 
oaded  with  more  thau  the  whole  weight  of  the  finished  work,  until 
iidence  has  ceased.  The  load  had  hardly  been  put  on,  however, 
it  wiw  injudiciously  determined  to  take  it  ofT,  and  begin  to  build,  al- 
ithe  settling  was  still  going  on.  Happily  a  better  policy  prevailed 
the  construction  was  resumed  ;  but  not  before  the  very  considerable 
eof  removing  the  load  hod  been  incurred,  and  the  further  expense 
being  it  rendered  necessary.  It  is  hoped  the  whole  load  will  be  re- 
early  the  present  year.  (Statement  1,  table  C.)  Required  to  complete 
ffk  $410,000. 

iybe  expedient,  in  time  of  war,  by  way  of  providing  interior  bar- 
o  erect  batteries  on  Craney  island,  at  the  mouth  of  Elizabeth  river  : 
pot  in  condition  and  arm  old  Fort  Norfolk,  which  is  just  below  the 

krofSt.  Mary's. — The  central  situation  (as  regards  the  Chesapeake*) 
fine  basin,  its  relation  to  the  Potomac,  its  depth  of  water,  and  the 
with  which  it  may  be  defended,  indicate  its  fitness  as  a  harbor  of 
far  the  commerce  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  and  as  an  occasional,  if 
Ktant,  station  during  war  of  a  portion  of  the  naval  force.  A  survey 
m  made,  but  no  project  has  been  formed.  The  Engineer  Department, 
Van  ago,  conjectured  that  the  cost  of  defences  in  this  harbor  might 
t  to  $300,000.    (Statement  1,  table  F.) 

mpolia  harbor. — No  surveys  or  plans  of  defence  have  been  made, 
dating  works  are  inefficient  and  quite  out  of  repair.    A  former  esti- 
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mate,  made  by  the  Engineer  Department,  amounting  to  $250,000,  is  adopq 
here.    (Statement  1,  table  F.)  ^ 

Harbor  of  Baltimore. — The  proximity  of  the  city  to  Chesapeake  Igj 
greatly  endangers  the  city  of  Baltimore.  In  the  present  state  of  thii l 
an  enemy  in  a  few  hours'  march,  after  an  easy  landing,  and  without" 
ing  his  communication  with  his  fleet  seriously  endangered,  can  make  I 
self  master  of  that  great  emporium  of  commerce.  There  arc  required 
its  security  two  forts  on  the  Patapsco — one  at  Hawkins  point,  and  tbei  " 
opposite  that  point,  at  the  extreme  end  oi  the  flat  that  runs  off  from  Soli 
point;  these  being  the  lowest  positions  at  which  the  passage  of  the  PrtapA 
can  be  defended.  Besides  the  advantages  that  will  result,  of  obliging" 
enemy  to  land  at  a  greater  distance — thereby  gaining  time,  by  delaying] 
march,  for  the  arrival  of  succor,  and  preventing  his  turning  the  "  ' 
positions  which  our  troops  might  occupy — it  will  be  impossible  for 
endanger  the  city  by  a  direct  attack  by  water. 

The  present  Fort  McHetiry,  redoubt  Wood,  and  Covington  battery,! 
be  retained  as  a  second  barrier.     The  first- mentioned  is  now  in  good 
d  it  ion,  and  the  repairs  required  for  the  others  may  be  applied  at  die  hi 
ning  of  a  war. 

The  fort  on  Sollers  point  flats,  which  should  be  first  commenced,  a  i 
mated  to  cost  $1,000,000.     (Statement  1,  tnble  D.) 

The  fort  on  Hawkins  point  (to  be  found  in  statement  1,  table  P) 
cost,  it  is  supposed,  $370,000. 

Mouth  of  Elk  river. — The  completion  of  the  line  of  water  coi 
tion  from  the  Delaware  to  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  makes  it 
place  a  fort  somewhere  near  the  mouth  of  Elk  river,  in  order  to  pnvcKJ 
enemy  from  destroying,  by  a  sudden  enterprise,  the  works  forming  lb» 
let  of  the  canal.    There  have  been  no  surveys  made  with  a  view  lo< 
lish  such  protection,  which  arc  estimated  at  g5(),000.  (Statement  1, 

Cities  of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria. — Fort  Wi 
ton  covers  these  cities  from  any  attack  by  water,  and  will  oblige  an 
to  land  at  some  eight  or  ten  miles  below  Alexandria,  should  that  city! 
object,  and  about  twice  as  far  below  Washington.     It  will  also  nfl 
very  important  purpose  of  covering  troops  crossing  from  Virginia! 
view  to  full  on  the  flanks  of  an  enemy  moving  against  the  capital  faK] 
Patuxent  or  the  Chesapeake.     To  put  the  necessary  repairs  on  Fort 
ington  will  cost  about  $20,000.     (See  statement  1,  table  A.) 

Cedar  point,  Potomac  river. — But  all  these  objects  would  haw  W 
better  fulfilled  had  the  work  been  placed  at  Lower  Cedar  point  A**1 
however,  the  contemplated  works  being  constructed  in  the  Patnxaol,  tf 
the  militia  of  the  surrounding  country  in  a  due  state  of  preparation 
enterprise  against  Washington  would  be  a  haznrdous  one. 

As  giving  complete  security  to  the  towns  in  the  District,  covering 
than  sixty  miles  in  length  of  the  Potomac,  and  a  large  tract  of  cool 
lying  between  the  Potomac  and  the  Patuxent,  the  work  ou  Cedar 
should  not  be  omitted.     There  have  been  no  surveys  made  of  the 
nor  projects  of  the  fort,  which,  in  a  conjectural  estimate  of  the  f 
Department,  was  set  down  at  $300,000.    (Statement  1,  table  E.) 

Patuxent  river. — The  more  effectually  to  protect  the  city  of  Wa&infJ 
from  a  sudden  attack  by  tie  ops  landed  at  the  head  of  navigation  inj 
Patuxent,  and  to  provide  additional  shelter  for  vessels  in  the  ChesapeaH 
fort  has  been  planned  to  ccc.ipy  Point  Patieuce,  and  another  to  occij 
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nris  point,  both  a  short  distance  up  the  river.  The  work  on  Thomas's 
t'n(in  statement  1,  fable  D)  estimated- $250,000 ;  and  the  work  on  Point 
nee,  (in  stnterpent  1.  table  F,)  estimated  to  cost  $246,000. 
will  be  perceived  that  the  system  of  defence  for  Washington  contend* 
i,  first,  defending  the  Potomac  on  Cedar  point,  and  maintaining  a 
ti  barrier  at  Fori  Washington  ;  second,  defending  the  mouth  of  the 
not  This  system  is  criticised,  in  the  document  before  referred  to,  in 
j  lo  induce  the  suspicion  that  it  was  not  understood, 
iriog  the  lost  war,  there  was  no  fort  in  the  Patuxent ;  and  the  conse- 
eewas,  that  the  British  approached  by  that  avenue,  and  occupied  the 
irireras  high  as  Pig  point— nearly  fifty  miles  from  its  mouth,  and 
fcin  twenty  miles  from  the  capital ;  while,  in  consequence  of  there 
[DO  forts  in  the  Potomac,  they  occupied  that  river  as  high  as  Alexan- 
mclnsive  ;  by  this  latter  occupation,  perfectly  protecting  the  left  flank 
e  movement,  during  its  whole  advance  and  retreat.  Both  flanks  being 
the  British  had  nothing  to  fear  except  from  a  force  in  front ;  and  that 
ilk  was  not  great,  in  the  short  march  of  less  than  twenty  miles  from 
Mis,  was  proved  by  the  issue. 

i  the  ninth  day  from  that  on  which  the  fleet  entered  the  Chesapeake,  the 
U>  army  was  in  possession  of  the  capital,  having  penetrated  near 
■iles  beyond  the  point  of  debarcation.  On  the  twelfth  day  from  the 
rf  landing,  the  troops  were  again  on  ship-board,  near  the  mouth  of 
Bier.  This  attack,  exceedingly  well  conceived,  and  very  gallantly 
Ned,  owed  its  success  entirely  to  the  want  of  defences,  such  as  are 
(reposed. 

t  as  suppose  both  rivers  fortified  as  recommended,  and  an  enemy 
i  at  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent.  If  now  he  attempt  this  enterprise, 
inch  will  be  prolonged  by  at  least  four  days ;  that  is  to  say,  it  will 

•  more  than  sixteen  days,  during  which  time  he  will  be  out  of  com- 
Wion  with  his  fleet,  as  regards  supplies  and  assistance. 

•  opposition  to  his  invasion  will  begin  at  the  landing,  because  our 
i  having  now  nothing  to  fear  as  to  their  flanks,  either  from  the  Potomac 
^Bxent,  will  dispute  every  foot  of  territory  ;  and  although  he  should 

to  advance,  it  must  be  at  a  slower  rate. 

he  is  thus  pursuing  his  route  towards  Washington,  the  forces  of 
t  will  be  crossing  the  Potomac,  and  concentrating  at  Port  Tobacco, 
imposition  between  that  place  and  Fort  Washington,  preparatory  to 
fan  his  flank  and  rear.  This  would  seem  to  be  conclusive ;  for  it  is 
m  to  conceive  of  troops  persevering  in  an  expedition,  when  every 
PC  will  not  only  place  them  farther  from  succor,  but  greatly  increase 
leed  of  it.  Railroads  reach  from  near  the  crossing  places  of  the 
be  to  the  very  heart  of  the  country  south  ;  and  a  very  few  days 
I  bring  forward  a  large  force,  all  of  which  would  arrive  upon  the 
f  the  enemy. 

I  said,  in  the  criticism,  that,  if  shut  out  of  the  Patuxent,  the  enemy 
land  between  the  mouth  of  that  river  and  Annapolis,  and  thence 
it  against  Washington.  But  the  same  difficulties  belong  to  this  pro- 
jrianew  difficulty  is  added.  The  Virginia  forces  arrive,  as  before, 
Mail  his  flank,  either  between  the  Potomac  and  Patuxent,  or  between 
koxent  and  the  Chesapeake  ;  and  there  is,  besides,  the  Patuxent  for 
feny  lo  cross,  both  in  going  and  returning— itself  a  formidable  raili- 
tatacle. 
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It  is  said,  also,  that  the  landing  may  be  made  in  the  Potomac ;  b 
only  proves  that  the  system  animadverted  on  had  not  been  studied, i 
a  fundamental  principle  of  the  system  that  such  landing  must  be  pre 
by  fortifying  the  rivers  as  low  down  as  possible. 

The  southern  coast,  stretching  from  Cape  Hatteras  to  the  souther 
of  Florida,  is  invariably  low,  and,  for  the  greater  part,  sandy ;  mnch 
bling  the  coast  from  the  abovcmentioned  cape  to  Montauk  point, 
east  end  of  Long  Island. 

A  ridge  of  sand,  here  and  there  interrupted  by  the  alluvion  of  the 
extends  through  its  whole  length.  This  ridge,  in  certain  portion, 
the  main  land  ;  while,  in  others,  it  is  divided  therefrom  by  basins  or  ,{i 
of  various  width  and  depth  ;  and  is  cut  up  into  islands  by  numerou 
nels  which  connect  these  interior  waters  with  the  sea.  Wherever  tl 
ridge  is  interrupted,  its  place  is  occupied  by  low  and  marshy  groan 
dering  the  principal  and  the  many  lesser  outlets  of  the  rivers. 

Ocracock  inlet,  N.  C. — The  shallowness  of  the  water  on  the  bar 
inlet  effectually  excludes  all  vessels  of  war — at  least,  all  moved  by  sai 
as  this  is  an  outlet  of  an  extensive  commerce,  and  as,  through  this  c 
attempts  might  be  made  in  small  vessels,  barges,  or  the  smaller  closso 
vessels,  to  destroy  this  commerce,  or  to  interrupt  the  line  of  interic 
communication,  timely  preparation  must  be  made  of  temporary  wort 
to  defence  against  all  such  minor  enterprises. 

Bean/ort  harbor,  N.  C.—  A  work  called  Fort  Macon  has  been 
for  the  defence  of  this  harbor,  which  will  require  some  repairs, 
operations  are  also  called  for  to  protect  the  site  from  the  weariug  i 
the  sea.     (Statement  1,  table  A.)     Estimate  ©10,000. 

Mouths  of  Cape  Fear  river.  N.  C. — The  defence  of  the  mainc 
of  Cape  Fear  requires,  in  addition  to  Fort  Caswell,  (now  nearly  con 
on  Oak  island,  another  fort  on  Bald  Head.  And  the  defence  of  the 
channel  will  require  a  redoubt  on  Federal  point.  The  battery-mi 
block-house,  &c,  at  Smithville,  should  remain  as  accessories,  ft 
well,  Oak  island,  (statement  1,  table  C,)  requires  $6,000  to  complete 
fort  on  Bald  Head  (statement  1,  table  F)  will  require  §180,000; 
doubt  on  Federal  point  (statement  1,  table  F)  will  require  $i8.000;i 
battery,  &c,  called  Fort  Johnston,  at  Smithville,  (statement  1,  table  A,) 

Georgetown  harbor,  S.  C. — The  first  inlet  of  any  consequence  I 
Cape  Fear  river  is  at  the  united  mouths  of  the  Waccamaw,  Pedee,i» 
rivers,  forming  Georgetown  harbor  ;  which  is  a  commodious  andci] 
bay,  having  sufficient  water  within,  and  also  upon  the  bar  near  the. 
for  merchant  vessels  and  small  vessels  of  war.  A  survey  of  thii 
was  begun  many  years  ago,  but  never  completed  ;  and  no  project! 
fence-have  been  made.  It  is  probable  that  a  work  placed  near! 
creek,  or*  on  Win  yaw  Point,  would  give  adequate  strength  at  the 
about  $250,000,  (statement  1,  table  E.) 

Santee  river  and  BulVs  bay. — About  ten  miles  south  from  Gefl 
are  the  mouths  of  the  Santee,  the  largest  river  in  South  Carolina.  ' 
known  whether  the  bars  at  the  mouths  of  this  river  have  suffieM 
for  seagoing  vessels.  The  same  uncertainty  exists  as  to  the  dg 
Bull's  hay.  It  may  be  sufficient  to  consider  these,  and  the  other  n 
tween  Georgetown  and  Charleston,  as  calling  for  small  works,  C9 
resisting  boat  enterprises,  and  to  assign  as  the  cost  2100,000.  Sho 
prove  to  be  navigable  for  privateers,  they  will  require  a  larger  ezpc 
(Statement  1,  table  F.) 


61  [  451  J. 

rkstont  S.  L\ — This  city,  situated  at  the  junction  of  Ashley  and 
rivers,  is  about  five  miles,  in  a  direct  line,  from  the  sea.  Between 
he  ocean  there  is  a  wide  and  safe  roadstead  for  vessels  of  any  draught- 
he  bar,  lying  three  or  four  miles  outside  of  the  harbor,  there  is,  how- 
Dly  water  enough  lor  smaller  frigates  and  sloops  of  war.  On  the 
est  side  of  the  harbor  is  James's  island,  in  which  are  several  serpen- 
sages,  more  or  less  navigable  for  boats,  barges,  and  small  steam*ves- 
une  of  them  communicate  directly  with  the  sea  and  Stono  river. 

00  cut,  the  most  northerly  passage  from  the  Stono  to  Charleston  har- 
ers  Ashley  river  opposite  the  middle  of  the  city. 

ior  natural  water  communications  exist,  also,  to  the  southwest  of 
ivef,  connecting  this  with  North  Ed  is  to  river ;  the  latter  with  South 
ind  St.  Helena's  sound ;  this,  again,  with  Broad  river ;  and,  finally, 
with  Savannah  river. 

te  north  side  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston  lies  Sullivan's  island,  sep- 
rem  the  main  by  a  channel  navigable  only  by  small  craft.  On  the 
st  side  of  this  island  is  an  interior  water  communication,  which  ex- 
Bull's  bay,  and  even  beyond,  to  the  harbor  of  Georgetown, 
i  this  sketch  it  is  apparent  that  it  will  not  do  to  restrict  the  defences 
rincipal  entrance  of  the  harbor.  The  lateral  avenues  must  also  be 
Ind  it  is  probable  that  accurate  surveys  of  all  these  avenues  will 
tat  the  best  mode  of  defending  them  will  be  by  works  at  or  near  the 
of  the  inlets,  as  the  enemy  will  be  kept  thereby  at  a  greater  distance 
frcity  ;  the  lesser  harbors  formed  by  these  inlets  will  be  protected; 
line  of  interior  water  communication  will  be  inaccessible  from  the 

Mition  for  the  defence  of  the  principal  entrance  to  Charleston  harbor 
found  nearer  to  the  ocean  than  the  western  extremity  of  Sullivan's 
This  is,  at  present,  occupied  by  Fort  Moultrie— a  work  of  some 
li  but  by  no  means  adequate  to  its  object ;  its  battery  being  weak, 
9  scarp  so  low  as  to  oppose  no  serious  obstacle  to  escalade.  How 
work,  by  a  modification  of  its  plan  and  relief,  may  be  made  to  con* 
to  a  full  defence  of  the  harbor,  has  not  yet  been  determined.  But 
:as  it  is  the  only  work  at  this,,  the  principal  point  of  defence,  it  must 
Lin  good  condition  for  service ;  and  no  alterations  that  will  disturb 
fifeucy  should  be  undertaken.  The  repairs  now  indispensable  will 
tyOOO.    (Statement  I,  table  A.) 

1  Aoal  nearly  opposite  to  Fort  Moultrie,  the  foundation  of  a  fort  has 
qpin,  which  will  have  a  powerful  cross  fire  with  Fort  Moultrie. 
I  called  Fort  Sumter.  (Statement  I,  table  C.)  To  complete  this  work 
pile,  it  is  estimated,  $286,000. 

to  npper  part  of  the  harbor  is  Castle  Pinckney,  on  Shuter's  Folly 
This  requires  some  repairs,  estimated  at  $7,(J00.     (Statement  1, 

»,  North  Edisto,  and  South  Edisto. — All  these  must  be  fortified,  at 
inch  a  manner  as  to  protect  these  inlets  from  enterprises  in  boats  or 
Itoels.    To  that  end,  $50,000  may  be  assigned  to  each.    (Statement 

iP.) 

mina  sound. — The  proper  defences  cannot  be  pointed  out  till  the 
UuU  have  been  surveyed.  Although  there  is  supposed  to  be  no 
ipehof  water  on  the  bar,  it  is  known  to  be  navigable  for  the  smaller 
[merchantmen,  and  for  steamboats,  and  to  have  a  navigable  commu- 
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nication  with  the  head  of  Broad  river,  or  Port  Royal :  intersecting 
terior  navigation  between  Charleston  and  Savannah.  The  esUi 
8150,000.     (Statement  1,  table  P.) 

Broad  river,  or  Port  Royal  roads. — The  value  of  this  capaciou 
stead,  as  a  harbor  of  refuge,  depends  on  the  depth  that  can  be  carru 
the  bar  ;  on  the  distance  of  this  bar  beyond  the  line  of  coast ;  and 
means  that  ma/  be  applicable  of  lessening  the  danger  of  crossing  it. 
is  supposed  to  be  the  deepest  bar  on  the  southern  coast.  Shoul 
prove  to  be  water  enough  for  frigates,  and  should  it  be  practicable! 
the  passage  over  the  bar  safe  and  easy,  by  the  erection  of  light  ho 
the  shore,  and  lights,  or  other  distinct  guides,  on  the  bar,  this  harbi 
ated  within  60  miles  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  and  20  of  Savanna 
intersecting  the  interior  water-communication  between  these  cities, 
securing  the  arrival  of  supplies  of  every  kind,  would  possess  a  higl 
of  importance,  not  only  sis  a  harbor  of  refuge,  but  also  as  a  naval  st 

The  survey  of  the  exterior  shoals,  constituting  the  bar,  should  1 
with  the  greatest  care  and  all  possible  minuteness.  Only  when  tl 
have  been  done,  can  the  true  relation  of  this  inlet  to  the  rest  of  the 
known ;  and  on  this  relation  the  position  and  magnitude  of  the  i 
defences  will  depend.  For  the  present,  the  estimate  made  some  yi 
by  the  Engineer  Department  is  adopted,  namely,  $300,000.  (Stall 
table  E.) 

Savannah,  and  mouth  of  Savannah  river,  Georgia. — Mention  I 
made  of  the  natural  interior  water-communication  alone  the  coast  < 
Carolina.  A  similar  communication  extends,  south  from  the  Si 
river,  as  far  as  the  St.  John's,  in  Florida.  Owing  to  these  passages, 
of  Savannah,  like  Charleston,  is  liable  to  be  approached  by  other 
than  the  harbor  or  river ;  and,  accordingly,  its  defences  must  have 
to  these  lesser,  as  well  as  great,  channels. 

The  distance  from  the  mouth  of  Wassaw  sound,  or  even  Ossabav 
(both  to  the  southward  of  Savannah  river,)  to  the  city,  is  not  much 
than  from  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  and  an  enterprise  may  proceed  til 
distance  by  water,  or  part  of  the  way  by  water  and  part  by  land,  froi 
inlet,  or  from  both.  As  in  the  case  of  Hke  channels  in  the  neighbol 
Charleston,  it  cannot  now  be  determined  where  they  can  be  defend 
advantageously.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  localities  will  per 
defences  to  be  placed  near  the  inlets  ;  because,  thus  placed,  they  wi 
the  double  purpose  of  guarding  the  city  of  Savannah  and  corerifl 
harbors,  which,  in  time  of  war,  cannot  but  be  very  useful. 

The  defence  of  Savannah  river  is  not  difficult.  A  fort  on  Q 
island,  lying  just  within  the  mouth,  and,  perhaps,  for  additional  I 
another  on  Tybec  island,  which  forms  the  southern  cape  at  the! 
the  river,  would  prevent  the  passage  of  vessels  up  the  channel,  an 
the  anchorage  between  Tybee  and  Cockspur. 

Old  Fort  Jackson,  standing  about  four  miles  below  the  city,  all 
maintained  as  a  second  barrier,  both  as  respects  the  main  channel 
passages  which  come  into  the  river  from  the  south  ;  which  last  wi 
be  at  all  controlled  by  works  on  Cockspur  or  Tybce.  Fort  Pul 
Cockspur  island,  is  well  advanced;  and.  to  a  certain  extent,  isev 
r fficient,  measures  being  now  in  hand  for  mounting  the  lower  X\&\ 
$215,000  an?  required  to  complete  the  works,  and  the  out-works 
pendages.    (Statement  1,  table  C.)    To  fortify  Tybce  island  may 
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atement  1,  table  E.)  And  to  repair  Fort  Jackson,  $50,000. 
able  A.) 

\md.  Ossabaw  sound,  St.  Catharine's  sound,  at  the  mouth 
Iver ;  Sapelo  sound,  Doby  inlet,  Altamaha  sound,  at  the 
tnaha  river ;  St.  Simon's  sound,  at  the  mouth  of  Buffalo 
dreuts  sound,  at  the  united  mouths  of  the  Scilla  and  San- 
nd  Cumberland  sound,  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Mary's  river. — 
aunications  with  the  ocean  are  highly  important,  as  regards 
rior  navigation,  and  several  of  them  as  affording  access  to 
nrs.  The  last,  and  one  or  two  others,  are  known  to  be  navi- 
•gest  sloops  of  war  and  merchantmen  ;  and  some  of  the  others 
iferior,  as  regards  depth  of  entrance  or  safety  of  anchorage, 
enings  have  yet  to  be  surveyed.  Some  of  them  are  probably 
le  by  forts  and  batteries,  while  others  may  require  the  aid  of 
es. 

portant  principle,  bearing  peculiarly  on  the  defence  of  the 
a  coast,  that,  on  a  shore  possessing  few  harbors,  it  is  at  the 
:e  necessary  to  preserve  them  all  for  oar  own  use,  and  more 
s  an  enemy  of  that  shelter,  without  which  a  close  blockade 
ntained.  This  principle  is  enforced,  in  the  instance  of  our 
,  by  the  two  following  weighty  considerations,  namely  :  first, 
from  the  nearest  naval  rendezvous,  the  Chesapeake,  which 
600  miles  distant,  and  to  leeward  both  as  to  wind  and  cur- 
Dnd.  its  being  close  upon  the  larboard  hand,  as  they  enter  the 
)  grejit  concourse  of  vessels  passing,  at  all  seasons,  through  the 
el.  While,  therefore,  this  part  of  the  coast,  from  the  concen- 
els  here,  is  in  great  need  of  protection  of  some  sort,  naval  aid 
ed  to  it  only  with  difficulty,  and  at  the  risk  of  being  cut  off 
t  by  a  superior  enemy. 

3d  minute  surveys,  which  will  enable  our  vessels,  whether 
.  enemy  or  suffering  by  stress  of  weather,  to  shun  the  dangers 
the  navigation  of  these  harbors,  and  properly  arranged  de- 
r  them  when  arrived,  seem  to  be  indispensable, 
i  harbors  shall  be  fortified,  the  operation  of  investing  the  coast, 
the  great  outlet  of  commerce  through  the  Florida  passage, 
jnlt  and  hazardous  one  to  an  enemy,  to  whom  no  perseverance 
rail  to  maintain  a  continuous  blockade ;  while,  on  the  part  of 
tels  of  war,  steam-frigates,  and  privateers,  the  same  sort  of  su- 
be  at  all  times  easy  and  safe. 

iter  can  now  be  done,  than  to  assume  $200,000  as  the  aver- 
defending  each  of  the  nine  entrances ;  giving  a  total  of 
f Statement  1,  tables  E  and  F.) 

me,  Florida. — This,  the  most  southern  of  the  harbors  on  the 
the  key  to  the  eastern  portion  of  Florida,  is  accessible  to  the 
it  merchantmen,  to  privateers,  and  to  steam-vessels ;  and  re- 
in amount  of  protection  from  attacks  by  water.  It  is,  there- 
to put  that  part  of  the  old  Spanish  fort  (Fort  Marion)  that 
e  harbor  in  a  serviceable  state,  which  will  require  $50,000. 
table  A.) 

v  passed  along  the  whole  Atlantic  coast,  from  Passamaquoddy 
la,  pointed  oiit  every  harbor  of  any  consequence,  and  speci- 
rk  that  a  thorough  system  of  defence  will  require,  we  will^  ia 
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order  to  give  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  number,  cost,  armament,  i 
garrisons  of  the  works,  refer  to  statement  1,  accompanying  this  report 
that  statement  the  works  are  divided  into  tables,  showing,  separately,  ] 
(table  A,)  the  old  works  already  repaired,  and  those  proposed  to  be  reni 
and  retained  in  the  system  of  defence ;  2d,  (table  l?,)ne\v  works  compel 
3d,  (table  C,)  works  under  construction  ;  4th,  (table  D,)  works  to  be  I 
commenced  ;  5th,  (table  E,)  works  to  be  commenced  next  after  those B 
ble  D ;  6th.  (table  F,)  works  to  be  last  commeuced. 

The  most  essential  works  on  the  Atlantic  coast  are  included  inthei 
five  tables;  and  it  appears  from  the  recapitulation,  that  for  these  tbepi 
be  required,  for  garrisons  in  time  of  war,  28,720  men  ;  for  the  annul 
5,748  pieces  of  ordnance  of  every  kind  ;  and  for  the  expense  yet  to  be 
curred,  $9,476,7t>7. 

We  consider  it  to  be  our  duty  to  estimate  for  the  last  class  of  worbq 
(table  F,)  although  it  must  be  a  long  time  before  permanent  woikti 
these  positions  can  be  commenced.  For  these  there  will  be  require^ 
addition,  for  war  garrisons.  25.515  men  ;  for  armament,  4,790  pieces  of  I 
nance ;  and  for  the  expense  of  erection,  $14,241,824. 

It  must  be  here  stated,  that,  as  to  a  lew  of  the  works  in  table  F,  fate 
formation  may  require  them  to  be  elevated  into  some  of  the  earlier  dflj 

SEACOAST  FROM  I'APE  FLORIDA  TO  THE  MOUTH  OF  THE  BABUL  \ 

The  first  positions  that  present  themselves,  on  doubling  around  Cj 
Florida  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  are  Key  West  and  the  Dry  TortMti 

This  board  concur  in  the  opinions  heretofore  expressed  in  favorer m 
fine  harbors;  and  they  beg  leave  to  refer  for  very  interesting  st 
relation  to  the  latter  harbor  especially,  to  a  letter  from  Commodore 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  July  3,  1S29,  (Senate  documents,  1st 
21st  Congress,  vol.  1,  No.  1,  p  igc  230;)  and  letter  from  the  Secretary 
Navy,  March  25,  1S30,    (Senate  documents,  1st  session  21st 
vol.  2,  No.  Ill,  page  1.) 

A  naval  force,  designed  to  control  the  navigation  of  the  Gulf 
sire  no  better  position  than  Key  West  or  the  Tortugas.     Upon 
wayside  of  the  only  path  through  the  Gulf,  it  is,  at  the  same  time, 
uated  as  to  all  the  <;reat  points  therein.     It  overlooks  Havana, 
Mobile,  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  and  both  the  inlet  and  the 
the  Gulf. 

The  Tortugas  harbors,  in  particular,  are  said  to  afford  perfect  shehff  fr 
sels  of  every  class,  with  the  greatest  facility  of  ingress  and  egress.  And 
can  be  no  doubt  that  an  adversary  in  possession  of  large  navel 
would,  with  great  advantage,  make  these  harbors  his  habitual  Nfltfi 
his  point  of  general  rendezvous  and  concentration  for  all  operation! 00 
sea.  With  an  enemy  thus  posted,  the  navigation  of  the  Gulf,  by 
be  imminently  hazardous,  if  not  impossible;  and  nothing  but  a 
val  superiority  would  avail  any  thing  against  him.     Mere  military 
could  approach  no  nearer  than  the  nearest  shore  of  the  continent 

It  is  believed  that  there  are  no  harbors  in  the   Gulf  at  all  coi 
with  these,  that  an  enemy  could  resort  to  with  his  larger  vessels, 
prive  him  of  these,  would,  therefore,  bo  interfering  materially  with 
ganized  system  of  naval  operations  in  this  sea.    The  defence  of  these  1 
Jbors  would,  however,  do  much  more  than  this.    It  would  transfer  to 
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Lqudron,  even  should  it  be  inferior,  these  most  valuable  positions :  and 
■Id  afford  a  point  of  refuge  to  our  navy  and  our  commerce,  at  the  very 
where  it  would  be  most  necessary  and  useful. 

i  this  report,  already  too  much  extended,  we  forbear  to  enlarge  on  this 
t  merely  adding  that  the  complete  and  certain  defence  will  not  be  dif- 
L  By  occupying  two,  or  at  most  three,  small  islands,  the  harbors  of  the 
Tortugas  (there  being  an  inner  and  an  outer  harbor)  may  be  thoroughly 
tied.  The  works  must  be  adequate  to  resist  escalade,  bombardment! 
eunonade  from  vessels,  and  to  sustain  a  protracted  investment ;  but 
•j  m*ill  not  be  exposed  to  any  operation  resembling  a  siege,  there  can 
I  difficulty  iu  fulfilling  the  couditions.  They  must  have  capacious 
Hooms,  be  thoroughly  bomb-proof,  and  be  heavily  armed, 
be  fortification  of  Key  West  should  be  of  a  similar  character, 
i details  can  be  given  until  all  these  positions  have  been  minutely  sur- 
i  with  reference  to  defence. 

ha  ram  of  $3,000,000  was,  some  years  ago,  assumed  by  the  Engineer 
itment  as  necessary  to  provide  defences  for  the  Tortugas  and  for  Key 
L:  and  this  estimate  may  now  be  taken  as  ample.  (Statement  2,  table  F.) 
lining  now  to  the  shore  of  the  Gulf,  we  find  a  portion,  namely,  from 
I  Florida  to  Pensacola,  that  has  never  been  examined  with  particular 
pn  to  the  defence  of  the  harbors.  Within  this  space  there  are  Char- 
fWfor,  Kspiriln  Santo  bay,  Appalachicola  bay,  Appalachie  bay,  Si. 
bay,  and  Santa  Rosa  bay.  Nothing  better  can  now  be  done  than 
for  these  the  estimate  formerly  presented  by  the  Engineer  De- 
viz.:  $1,000,000  for  all.  (Statement  2,  table  F.) 
be  remarked,  as  applying  to  the  whole  Gulf  coast,  that,  from  the 
geographical  position  of  this  part  of  the  seaboard,  and  the  country  in- 
tuits safety,  from  the  unhealthinessof  the  climate,  nature  of  the  ad- 
teoaDlry,  and  mixed  character  of  the  inhabitants,  it  will  be  some  time 
Nbat  portion  within  supporting  distance,  whose  welfare  may  be  endAtt- 
*  an  enemy,  will  be  competent,  of  itself,  to  sustain  a  serious  attack  from 
Upon  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  the  Alleganies  crowd  the  people 
llpon  the  shore ;  every  important  point  on  the  coast  being  surrotitiqed 
ilation  dense  now,  and  every  day  rapidly  increasing  in  numbfefe: 
j  ocean  and  the  interior  parallel  communications  transmit  rapid 
i  right  and  left.  The  coast  of  the  Gulf,  however,  is  thinly  peopled 
M  remote  from  succor  from  behind,  and  is  almost  inaccessible1  to 
[■■stance.  Those  reasons,  therefore,  which  tend  to  establish  the  ne- 
of  an  organized,  permanent,  and  timely  system  of  defence  ior  the 
[•aboard  of  the  United  Slates,  apply  to  this  part  of  it  with  peculiar 

pass  on  to  the  remaining  points  of  defence  on  the  Gulf. 
a  bay. — The  upper  arms  of  this  considerable  bay  receive  the 
rater  or  Pea  river,  Middle  river,  and  Escambia  river.    The  tribtt- 
the  last,  interlocking  with  the  Alabama  and  the  Chattahoochie, 
mark  the  routes  whereby,  at  some  future  day,  canals  will  convey  a 
Ibe  products  of  these  rivers  to  Pensacola ;  while  the  qualities  and  po- 
of the  harbor,  and  the  favorable  nature  of  the  country,  have  already 
Joat  lines  of  railroad  communication  with  a  vast  interior  region. 
Rota  sound  extends  eastward,  from  the  lower  part  of  the  bay,  into 
la  bay.    On  the  west,  the  lagoons  of  Pensacola,  Perdido,  and  Mo* 
respectively,  interlock  in  such  a  mauner  as  to  require  but  a  few 
5 
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mjUes  of  cutting  to  complete  a  navigable  channel  from  the  fint  to  the  li 
mined  bay,  and  thence,  through  an  existing  interior  water  commnmc*fl( 
.to  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  J 

.  Pensacola  bay  has  rare  properties  as  a  harbor.  It  is  now  aceesaUF 
-frigates,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  bar  may  be  permanently  dl 
qned.  1 

The  bar  is  near  the  coast,  and  the  channel  across  it  straight  and  eal 
hit  The  harbor  is  perfectly  landlocked,  and  the  roadstead  very  capril 
There  are  excellent  positions  within,  for  repairing,  building,  and 
vessels,  and  for  docks  and  dock-yards,  in  healthy  situations.  The 
Qf  good  water  is  abundant.  The  harbor  is  perfectly  defensible, 
properties,  in  connexion  with  the  position  of  the  harbor,  os  regards  the* 
have  induced  the  Government  to  select  it  as  a  naval  station  and 
rendezvous  and  repair. 

An  excellent  survey  has  been  made  of  the  bay  of  Pensacola, 
form  the  scheme  of  defence  for  the  town  and  harbor.    Regarded, 
as  an  important  naval  station,  and  place  of  rendezvous  and  repair, 
now  is,  further  surveys,  extending  a  greater  distance  back  from  the 
delineating  accurately  the  face  of  the  country,  and  showing  the 
enues  by  land  and  water,  are  found  to  be  necessary. 

The  defences  of  the  water  passage,  as  projected,  arc  nearly 
$82,000  being  asked  to  finish  them.    A  work  is  just  begun  at  the 
of  the  Barrancas.     It  is  indispensable,  in  connexion  with  one  or  tal 
small  works  designed  to  cover  the  navy-yard  from  a  lateral  attack 
the  western  bavs.    The  Barrancas  work  may  require  $100,000; 
others  $200,000  ;  making  a  total  for  Pensacola  of  $322,000.  (Si 
tables  A,  G,  and  P.)  '    * 

Perdido  bay. — This  bay  is  intimately  related  to  Pensacola  and 
bays,  both  as  regards  security  and  intercommunication,  and  should  hi 
fully  surveyed  with  a  view  to  these  objects.    It  must  be  fortified, 
cost  may  be  $200,000.    (Statement  2,  table  F.) 

Mobile  bay. — The  plan  of  defence  for  this  bay  comprises  a 
needing  some  repairs,  for  Mobile  point.    Another  fort  is  projected! 
phin  island,  and  a  tower  for  the  defence  of  Pass-au-Ueron.    The 
for  all  require  $915,000.  (Statement  2,  tables  A,  E,  and  F.) 

New  Orleans  and  the  delta  qf  the  Mississippi. — The  most 
water  communication  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Gulf  is  by  tin  | 
called  the  Rigolets,  connecting  Lake  Borgne  and  Lake  Pontchaitaifcj 
ne*t  is  the  pass  of  Chef  Menteur,  also  connecting  these  lakes.  W1 
these  passages,  an  enemy,  entering  Lake  Pontchartrain,  would,  el  the 
time  that  he  intercepted  all  water  communication  with  Mobile  tfd  Ai 
cola,  be  able  to  reach  New  Orleans  from  the  southern  shore  ot  tbeUorj 
he  might  continue  onward,  through  Lake  Maurepas,  Amite  river,  mil 
ville  river,  thereby  reaching  the  Mississippi  at  the  very  head  of  the  « 
or,  landing  within  the  mouths  of  the  Chef  Menteur,  he  might  mote  agd 
the  city  along  the  ridge  of  the  Gent  illy  road.  * 

To  the  southwest  of  Chef  Menteur,  and  at  the  head  of  Lake  BorgN 
Bayou  Bienvenue,  a  navigable  channel,  (the  one  followed  by  the  Km 
army  in  the  last  war,)  not  running  quite  to  the  Mississippi,  but  bound* 
shores  of  such  a  nature  as  to  enable  troops  to  march  from  the  point  ei 
barcation  to  the  city. 
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Ito  avenues  are  defended  by  Fort  Pike,  at  Ihe  Rigolets ;  by  Fort 
Nxi,at  Chef  Menteur ;  by  a  small  fort  at  Bayou  Bienvenue  ;  and  by  o. 
vat  Bayou  Dupri. 

Phe  defences  of  the  Mississippi  arc  placed  at  the  Plaquemine  turn, 
Bt  seventy  miles  below  New  Orleans — the  lowest  position  that  can  be 
■pted.  Fort  Jackson  is  on  the  right  bank,  and  Fort  St.  Philip,  a  little 
v  down,  on  the  left. 

1  these  forts  have  been  abandoned  for  several  years;  and.  having  re- 
tdno  attention  in  the  way  of  timely  repairs,  now  require  repairs  some- 
fc  extensive — especially  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  on  the  Mississippi, 
[fallowing  sums,  it  is  believed,  will  be  required  to  place  all  these  wonts 
|Rfect  order,  viz :  Fort  Pike,  $5,000 ;  Fort  Wood,  $3,580 ;   fort  on 
tan  Bienvenue,  $2,500  ;  Tower  Dupr6,  $400  ;  Fort  Jackson,  $20,000 ; 
Fort  St.  Philip,  $3,300.    (Statement  2,  table  A.) 
jke  most  western  avenue  by  which  New  Orleans  is  approachable  from 
M,  passes  on  the  west  side  of  the  island  of  Grande  Terre  into  Barra- 
\  bay,  which  is  an  excellent  harbor  for  a  floating  force,  guarding  the 
ting  trade  on  that  side  of  the  Mississippi.   From  this  bay  there  are  seve- 
tnages  leading  to  New  Orleans.    The  estimate  for  a  work  which  is 
(droit  to  be  begun  on  Grande  Terre  island  is  $325,000.  (Statement  2, 

I  times  in  this  report  we  have  alluded  to  circumstances  which 
demand  the  employment  of  floating  defences,  in  addition  to  fixed  de- 
Dpou  the  shore.  We  have  here  an  instance  in  which  that  kind  of 
!  would  be  very  useful.  Fortifications  will  enable  us  to  protect  New 
Itt  even  from  the  'most  serious  and  determined  efforts  of  an  enemy ; 
taring  to  the  great  width  of  some  of  the  exterior  passages,  we  cannot, 
■tification  aloue,  deprive  an  enemy  of  anchorages,  (especially  that  of 
■deleur  island,)  nor  cover  entirely  the  exterior  water  communication 
*o  the  Rigolets  and  Mobile.  We  must,  therefore,  either  quietly  sub- 
tthe  annoyance  and  injury  that  an  enemy  in  possession  of  these  pas- 
f  may  inflict,  or  avert  them  by  a  timely  preparation  of  a  floating  force 
W  to  their  peculiar  navigation,  and  capable,  under  the  shelter  of  the 
iff  being  always  on  the  alert,  and  of  assuming  an  offensive  or  defen- 
ititade,  according  to  the  designs,  conduct,  or  situation  of  the  enemy. 

t examination  of  the  coast,  from  Cape  Florida  to  the  Sabine,  having 
n  completed,  we  will,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  refer,  for 
larehensive  view  of  the  number,  cost,  armament,  and  garrison  of  the 
if  to  statement  2,  wherein  the  works  arc  divided  into  tables  similar  to 
toftfatement  1. 

h  more  essential  works  on  the  Gulf  coast,  included  in  the  first  five 
jwill  require  for  garrison,  in  time  of  war,  4,420  men;  for  the  arma- 
(794  pieces  of  ordnance  of  every  kind  ;  and  for  the  expense  yet  to  be 
M,  $516,780. 

t  works  comprised  in  the  last  table  (F)  are  generally  such  as  may  be 
Bed  to  a  late  day.  Gut  among  them  have  been  placed  some  (as,  for 
pie,  those  for  Tortugas  and  Key  West)  as  to  which  the  examination 
rt  been  sufficiently  minute  to  decide  to  what  class  they  really  apper- 

bis  age  of  great  improvements  in  the  means  of  locomotion,  it  would 
rise  to  decide,  without  pressing  nued,  on  the  details  of  the  iloatiiig 
equired  at  certain  points  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  coasts — 
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perhaps  even  on  the  nature  of  the  moving  power.  Although  the  pro! 
undoubtedly  is,  that  the  power  will  be  steam,  genius  may,  in  the  i 
devise  something  still  better  than  steam. 

And  we  may  here  remark,  in  relation  to  the  preparation  of  steam 
for  warlike  purposes  generally,  that  wisdom  would  seem  to  dired 
cautious  and  deliberate  progress.  Every  new  vessel  may  be  exp 
surpass,  in  important  particulars,  all  that  had  preceded ;  and,  tosar 
more,  as  each  succeeding  vessel  should  be  the  result  of  careful  ill 
trial  of  the  preceding. 

It  may  be  considered  unreasonable  to  expect  that  steam  itself  1 
way  to  some  agent  still  more  potent,  and  at  the  same  time  not  lean 
manageable.  But  it  certainly  is  no  more  than  probable  that  stean 
now  under  construction  may  be  regarded  almost  as  incumbrances  w 
years. 

A  deliberate  advance  in  this  branch  of  naval  construction  is  reco 
ed  the  more,  by  our  ability  to  construct  these  vessels  in  large  numbc 
needed,  the  timber  being  collected  in  the  mean  time. 

Referring  now  to  the  tables  which  accompany  this  report : 

Statement  1  includes  all  works  from  Passamaquoddy  to  Cape  1 
statement  2,  all  works  from  Cape  Florida  to  the  mouth  of  the 
each  statement  comprising  six  tables,  as  before  mentioned. 

In  relation  to  every  work  executed,  in  progress,  or  merely  proje 
tables  show  the  garrison,  the  ordnance  of  ev^ry  description,  the  sum 
expended,  and  the  final  cost. 

As  to  works  not  yet  planned,  a  portion  of  the  same  particulars  an 
ed,  founded  on  conjecture  merely;  of  course^  without  laying  claim 
lacy,  but  still  as  approximations,  affording  come  indication  of  I 
result. 

It  may  be  well  to  give  here  a  summary  of  all  these  tables. 

The  works  which  are  likely  to  be  erected  on  the  Atlantic,  withi 
sonable  time,  and  which  are  regarded  as  necessary  to  a  good  syste 
fence,  will  require  war  garrisons,  amounting  to  28,720  men  ;  and  tl 
.require  a  further  expenditure  of  §9,170,767.  Works  called  for  in  li 
ner  upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  coast,  will  need  4,420  men  to  garrisi 
and  a  further  expenditure  of  $516,780.  Of  the  whole  coast,  therd 
garrisons  will  amount  to  33,140  men,  and  the  expenditures  to  $9,! 

The  remaining  works  comprised  in  table  F,  of  both  statement^ 
quire  30,695  men.  and  cost  $19,521,824. 

Making  the  grand  total  for  the  whole  seacoast  of  the  United  S 
garrisons  for  the  works  63,835  men,  and  in  cost  $29,515,371. 

In  addition  to  these  statements  as  to  the  fortifications,  there  are* 
responding  statements  of  the  cost  of  the  ordnance,  of  the  carriages, 
certain  supply  of  powder  and  shot,  or  shells,  for  each  piece— one* 
relating  to  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  the  other  to  the  Gulf  of  Hexii 
From  these  it  appears,  that  for  the  works  likely  to  be  erected  on  the 
coast,  within  a  reasonable  time,  (that  is  to  say,  for  the  works  comprii 
first  five  tables,  A,  B,  C,  D,  ana  E.)  there  will  be  needed  2,483  ] 
ordnance,  and  4,511  carriages,  which  will  cost  $2,252,290. 

For  similar  works  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  coast,  there  will  be  net 
pieces  of  ordnance,  and  495  carriages,  at  a  cost  of  8240,720. 

The  remaining  works  named  in  tables  F,  of  both  statements,  will 
in  addition,  5,447  guns  and  5,551  carriages,  which  will  cost  $3,731 
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Dg  the  grand  total  required  for  the  whole  seacoast  8,226  guns  and. 
carnage*,  at  a  coat  of  $6,228,340. 

tina  required  to  construct  and  put  in  order  the  whole  system  must 
on  the  amount  of  the  annual  appropriation.  All  that  need  now  be 
the  subject  is,  that  in  an  undertaking  necessarily  involving  so  much, 
d  of  such  vital  importance,  there  should  be  no  relaxation  of  diligence. 
I  diligence,  many  years  must  necessarily  be  consumed.  But  the  work 
loo  much  hurried,  as  well  as  too  much  delayed.  There  is  a  rate  of* 
^at  which  it  will  be  executed  in  the  best  manner,  and  at  the  mini- 
»t  If  more  hurried,  it  will  be  defective  in  quality,  and  more  costly 
xL 
»  was  at  least  fifty  years  completing  her  maritime  and  interior  de-  - 


e  report  presented  by  the  Engineer  Department,  in  March,  1836, 

document,  1st  session  24th  Congress,  vol.  4,  No.  293,)  there  isade- 

tion  of  the  actual  economy  that  will  result  from  an  efficient  system 

ust  defence  ;  which  is  to  the  following  effect,  referring  to  the  docu- 

df  for  details. 

3  is  first  supposed  to  be  an  expedition  of  20,000  men  at  Bermuda,  or 

ready  to  fall  upon  the  coast.    This  will  make  it  necessary,  if  there 

rtifications,  to  have  ready  a  force  at  least  equal,  at  each  of  the  fol- 

mints,  namely :  1st.  Portsmouth  and  navy-yard.    2d,  Boston  and 

rd.     3d.  Narrnganset  roads.    4th.  New  York  and  navy-yard.   5th. 

phia  and  navy  yard.   6th.  Baltimore.    7th.  Norfolk  and  navy-yard. 

arleston,  S.  C.     9(h.  Savannah;  and  10th.  New  Orleans;  to  say 

of  other  important  places. 

*  of  these  places,  except  the  last,  10,000  men  drawn  from  the  inte- 

1  kept  under  pay,  will  suffice;  the  vicinity  being  relied  on  to  supply 

linder.    At  New  Orleans,  17,000  men  must  be  drawn  from  a  dis- 

In  a  campaign  of  six  months,  the  whole  force  will  cost  at  least 

,000. 

parrisons  necessary  to  be  kept  under  pay  for  the  fortifications  in  these 

ill  cost  for  the  same  time  $8,430,500.   The  difference  ($18,319,600) 

a  be  only  $3,448,156  less  than  the  whole  expense  of  building  these 

,  viz :  $21,767,656.     Whence  it  follows,  that  the  expense  of  these 

i  would  be  nearly  compensated  by  the  saving  they  would  cause  ia 

campaign. 

which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN, 

Colonel  Engineers. 

S.  THAYER, 
Lieut  Colonel  Engineers,  Brev.  Colonel. 

T.  CROSS, 
Colonel  Assistant  Quartermaster  General. 

G.  TALCOTT, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Ordnance- 
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STATEMENT  1. 


Of  the  fortifications  constructed,  constructing,  or  rcpmiring,  anil 
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!■              Designation  of  the  works. 
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A.— Old  works  repaired,  and  those  proposed 

lobe  repaired,  with  tit  amounts  expended, 

and  Ike  amounts  required  tojntltltcm  in  s 
Fort  Sullivan,  Eastpnrt,  Maine 

1 

ISO 

0 

91 

» 

Fort  Edgecomh,  Wiscasset,  Maine 

no 

18 

3 

Fort  Preble,  Portland  harbor,  Maine 

100 

8 

* 

Fort  Scanunel,  House  island,  Portland,  Me. 

80 

8 

S 

Fort  McCleary,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

80 

5 

e 

Fort  Constitution,  N.  H.    - 

250 

81 

18 

7 

Fort  at  Gloucester,  Mass. 

80 

8 

8 

Fort  Pickering,  Salem,  Mass. 

GO 

6 

S 

Fort  Lee,  Mass.      .... 

M 

8 

10 

Fort  Bewail,  Marble  head,  Mass.    ■ 

135 

IS 

n 

Fort  Independence,  Boston,  Mass. 

500 

~6 

49 

S3 

IS 

Fort  Winlhrop,  Governors  island,  Boston, 

16 

33 

West-head  battery,  Governor's  island,  Bos- 

ton, Mass.         .... 

150 

7 

M 

Southeast  battery,  Governor's  island,  Bos- 

ton, Mass.           .... 

7 

15 

Fori  at  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

~  60 

"9 

U 

Fort  Wolcott  Newport,  R.  I. 

900 

H 

17 

Fort  Qreen,  Newport,  H,  I. 
Fort  Hale,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

40 

8 

IB 

30 

6 

U 

Fort  Columbus,  Governor's  island,  N.  Y. 

*     - 

33 

93 

tti 

Caatle  Williams,  Governor's  island,  N.  Y. 

>       800 

36 

96 

IB 

i!l 

South  Battery,  Governor's  island,  N.  Y. 

S  - 

5 

3 

88 

Fort  Gibson,  Ellis's  island,  N.  Y.  - 

8G 

10 

Ell 

Fort  Wood,  Bedlow's  island,  N.  Y. 

300 

16 

36 

9 

84 

Fort  Richmond,  Staten  island,  N.  Y. 

r  Coco 

37 

86 

Fort  Tompkins,  Stalcn  island,  N.  ¥. 
Battery  Hudson,  Sluten  island,  N.  Y. 

38 

86 

40 

87 

Battery  Morion,  Stolen  island,  N.  Y. 

J      - 

3 

2h 

Fort  Mifflin,  Delaware  river,  Peun. 

300 

98 

29 

Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Md.     - 

350 

19 

1) 

90 

30 

Fort  Madison,  Annapolis.  Md. 

H 

31 

Fort  Severn,  Annapolis,  Md. 

60 

;  7 

39 

Fort  Johnston,  Cape  Fear  river,  N.  C.      - 
Castle  Pinckney,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

60 

10 

33 

5(1 

~8 

34 

Fort  Moultrie,  Charleston.  S.C.    - 

3110 

30 

I 

:;;> 

Beaufort  battery,  S.  C. 

Fort  Jackson,  Savannah  river,  Georgia    - 

30 

S 

36 

70 

10 

37 

Fort  Marion,  St.  Augn.-tine,  Floridrt 

30 

6 

38 

Fnrt  Hamilton,  New  York  harbor,  N.  Y. 

39 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  harbor,  N.  Y. 
•Fort  Washington,  Potomac  river,  Md.      - 

40 

41 

Fort  Macon,  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

- 

- 

- 

... 

- 

n,M 

im 

BBS 

3-13 

S 

n  and  armament  will  contribu:e  tu  those  of  new  fort,   tl 


n 

STATEMENT  1. 


IttiJ 


■J|*  heconrtntcted  or  repaired  for  the  defence  of  the  seaeoaet* 
iuepe  Florida. 


mmL 

Expended. 

Required  to 
complete. 

i 

i 

• 

a> 

£ 

M 
o 

a 

10-inch    mortan, 
heavy. 

s 

O 

0 

6 

2" 

c 

si 
a 

1 

• 
1*2 

■S 

• 

i 

o 
o 

• 

1 

Total  cost  of  re- 
pairs or  cosV 
•traction. 

l 

■ 

t 

• 
• 

m 

7 

1 
1 

4 
t 
• 

7 

• 
• 

• 

\ 
1 

i 

9 
1 

9 

1 

3 

1 

9 

1 
3 

4 

4 

3 
1 

i 

3 

8 
3 

4 

3 

3 
4 

8 

3 
8 

13 

3 

8 

4 

7 
4 
3 

1 

1 
3 

36 
13 
33 
17 
15 
53 
15 
11 
8 
35 
131 

18 

7 

7 
13 
43 

8 

6 
105 
78 
14 
15 
60 
97 
64 
40 

9 
44 
74 
18 
14 
10 

9 
61 

6 
14 

6 

9*>,086 

440 

1,990 

9,590 

999,594 

>     906,799 

76,783 
140,000 

37,114 

910,000 

5,000 

3,900 

3,400 

750 

3,671 

10,000 

5,000 

9,000 

10,000 

930,000 

100,000 

5,000 

5,000 
5,000 

10,000 
9,000 
5,000 
1,669 
5,736 
3,500 

10,000 
150,000 

450,000 

5,000 

5,000 

5,000 

7,000 

10,000 

5,000 

60,000 

60,000 

90,000 

5,000 

90,000 

10,000 

910,000 
6,009 
8,900* 
3,840* 
9,710* 
6,901* 
10,000* 
6,000* 
9,000* 
10,000* 

459,504 

100,000 
5,009 

5»98? 
5,000* 

10,000 

9,000 
6,000* 

>        916,619 

10,000 
150,000 

450,000t 

76,783* 

140,000t 

5,000 

6,000 

5,000 

44,114 

10,000 

5,000 

60,000 

50,000 

90,000* 

6,000t 

90,001* 

10,00011 

l«7 

64 

1  t 

1,097 

699,319 

1,337,918  J        1,937,937 

Ma  of  Hew  York,   t  Repairs  completed,    h  Included  in  table  B. 
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Designation  of  the  works. 

i 
| 
1 

f 

C 
jj 

1 

1 

i 

E 

t 

3 

i 

i 

1 

9 
3 

4 

U. — AVie  icorij  comjitUd. 
Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  harbor,  N.  Y. 
Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  harbor,  N.  Y. 
Fort  Washington,  Potomac  river,  Md. 
Fort  Macon,  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

C. —  Works  under  cnnrtrvctirm. 
Fort  Warren,  George's  ii-l'd,  Boston,  Mass 
Fort  Adams,  Newport,  R.  I 
ForlTmtnbullnT^u  London, Conn. 
FurtSchoj'ler,Thro2'hTim:k,N  Y 
Fort  Delaware,  Delri  ware  rive      - 
Fort  Monroe,  Old  Point  Comfort,  Va.       - 
Fort  Calhoun,  Hnmplun  roads,  Va. 
Fort  Caswell,  Oak  Bud,  N.  C.    - 
Fort  Sumter,  Charleston,  8.  C,       - 
Fort  Pahuki,  Cock-pur  island,  Georgia   - 

800 
37U 
4U0 

I        300 

14 
24 

18 
94 

12 

18 
G6 
15 

s 

4 

9 
3 
4 
ft 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

!     1,870 

|     1,600 

1    2,440 

360 

i     1,250 

i        750 

2,450 

1.1E0 

400 

cm 

j        800 

38 

61 

to 

4H 

51 
41 

64 

137 

'JO 
14 

48 

as 

ISO 
54 
90 

41 

05 

99 

58 
98 
U 
70 
54 
10 
EH 
32 
33 
53 

9 

21 
3 
8 

I* 

3 
4 

|  11,740 

354  1    00 

610 

53 

1 

a 

3 

4 
B 

« 
1 
8 
9 

I? 

D.—  Worts  to  he  first  commenced. 
Fort  at  Buckspori,  Penobscot  river,  Me.    - 
Fort  at  mouiL  of  Kennebeck  river,  Me.   - 
Fort  Scaramcl.  House  island,  Portland,  Me. 
Work-;  in  PotiMitomh  burbo,,  N.  a. 
Fort  Pickering,  Salem,  Mn.tr. 
Fort  on  Jack's  point,  Marblehend,  Mass    - 
WorL;.  at  I'rovmec'nwn,  ( 'ape  t'.xl.  Mass 
Works  ot  New  Bedford,  Mass.      - 
Fort  on  Rose  )t,l'd,Noirsc;aiisei  roods,  E.  1. 
Fort  on  Sellers' point  flats,  Md,     - 
Fon  on  Thomas  sjiuir.i.PatiiMnlriverMd 

Dednct  garrison  and  gunit  of  Nos.  4, 7, 8, 

and  15,  of  A 

It—  Wtrkttabt  commenced  next  after  Ikost 

nD, 
Fort  Preble,  Ponland  harbor,  Me. 
Works  at  Gloucester,  Mass. 
Closing  Broad  Sound  pass,  Boston  harbor, 

Works  at  Gurnet  point,  Plymouth,  Masa.  • 
Works  at  Stooingwn  point,  Conn. 
Fort  on  Cedar  point,  Potomac  river,  Md. 
Works  nt  Georgetown  harbor,  3.  C. 
Works  in  Port  Royal  road!',  S.  C. 
Works  on  Tybee  iil'd,  Savannah  river.  On. 
Workaat  Cumberland  sound,  Si.  Mary's 
river,  Qa.          • 

i        500 

i        BOO 

•  !!50 

750 

300 

|        350 

1     1,000 

1       750 

'        470 

i        800 

!        350 

: 

40 

30 

38 

45 
45 
17 

16 

3-2 
56 
45 
27 
76 
'JO 

50 
52 

18 

H 

91 
90 
56 
52 
91 
33 
25 

4 
4 

4 

3 
3 

4 
3 

|    6,020 
290 

108 

424 
8 

400 

93 

» 

5,740 

108 

416 

377 

91 

1 
S 
1 

4 
t 
« 
7 
8 
9 
10 

300 
500 

500 
375 
650 
500 

550 
100 

660 

8 
16 

16 
30 

30 
34 
90 
91 
16 

90 

If 
33 

33 

3fi 

60 
44 
60 

66 

4 
4 

i 
t 
i 

3,995 

M 

189 

Mi 

ii 

73 


t«ii 


Md. 


■ 

Expended* 

complete. 

• 

3 

• 

E 

o 
6 

O 

.S 

CO 

2 

* 
c 

a 

o 

4 

3 
3 

c 

a- 

u 
.9 

5 
1 
3 

3 

_ 

c 

a 
E 
o 

c 
ob 

o 

4 

7 
1 
5 

5 

i 

o 

a 

§21 
^S 
o 

9 
1 

1 

1 
3 
5 

I 

■§ 

o 

■ 

Total  cost  of  re* 
pairs  or  con* 
stiuction. 

- 

5 
2 

118 
76 
80 
63 

9479,236 
318,305 
454,103 
349,500 

- 

$479,236 
318,305 
454,103 
349,500 

2 

« 

7 

25 

4 

12 

15 

o 

•a* 

58 
2 

1    2 
2 
4 

2 

2 
16 

1G 
4 

4 

336 

336 
458 

79 
318 
151 
371 
224 

61 
136 
150  I 

1,601,144 

1,601,144 

7 
6 
5 

8 

8 
3 
1 
3 
1 
3 

1 

16 

7 

3 

7 
o 

470,000 

1,330,060 

30,000 

450,000 

363,800 

1,806,917 

1,567,726  j 

491,179  1 

226,921 

685,308 

9470,000 
148,483 
343,000 
890,000 
491,000 
323,367 
416,000 
6,000 
386,000 
315,000 

940,000 

1,478,549 

373,000 

740,000 

854,800 

3,030,384 

1,983,736 

497,179 

513,921 • 

900,308 

» 

19 

43      12 

18  i     8 

i 

2,237 

7,421,911  i 

2,78*, 849 

10,210,760 

2 
2 

« 

i 

£ 

8 

1 
1 

T 
1 

4 

.    * 

4 
4 
4 
6 
4 
3 

,    2 

o 

.  •** 
o 

i       _ 
O 

o 

— 

10 
10 

o 
2 

2 
o 

10 
10 

2 
8 
3 

8 
8 

i 

5 

5 
1 

1 

148 
150 

46 
150 

73 

88 
200 
150 

94 
159 

69 

:    i 

- 
- 

150,000 
300,000 
48,000 
300,0r0 
174,000 
144,000 
600,000 
300,000 
150,000 
1,000,000 
359,000 

150,000 
300,000* 
48,000 
300,000* 
174,000 
144,000 
600,000* 
300,000* 
150,000 
1,000,000 
359,000 

II 

6 
3 

35 
6 

1,327 
55 

|    3,425,000 

j 
i 

i 
i 

3,425,000 

13 

3 

39 

1,373 

78 
100 

50 

75 

110 

100 

110 

33 

110 

!    3,435,000 

3,425,000 

3 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 
3 
3 
8 
3 
3 

3 

- 

155,000 
300,000 

810,000 
100,000 
300,000 
300,000 
850,000 
300,000 
190,000 

800,000 

155,000t 
200,000* 

310,000t 
100,000* 
900,000* 
300,000$ 

250,000* 
300,000* 
130,000* 

900,000* 

1 

4  1  19 

756 

{    9,035,000 

3,036,000 

t  Qua*,  cost,  kc,  eoDjcctanL 


[«1] 


74 


Designation  of  the  works. 

1 

.a 
| 
§ 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

! 

si 

c 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

9 

! 

1 
9 
a 

4 

6 
6 

7 
8 

e 

10 

it 

19 

13 
14 
IS 
U 
17 

18 
19 

SO 

81 

-a 
as 

J! 

as 

98 
97 

se 

99 

30 

31 

33 
34 

35 

36 

37 
:w 
39 
49 

41 

49 

43 
M 

F—  Wfl'ii  **  be  last  ammtnctd. 
Works  in  East  port  harbor,  Me.     • 
Works  in  Macliias  harbor,  Me.     - 
Works  on  Mount  Desert  island,  Me. 
Works  at  Castine,  Me.       ■ 
Works  at  St.  George's  bay,  Me.     - 
Works  m  Damariscotia  bay,  Me. 
Works  at  Broad  bay, Me.  ... 
Works  al  Sheepseot  bay,  Me. 
Works  in  Hog  island  channel,  Portland,  Me 
Works  at  Ihe  mouth  of  Saco  river,  Me.  - 
Woiksat  the  momhofKennebunk  river,  Me 
Works  at  York,  Me. 
Works  at  Newboiyoort,  Mm 
Works  at  Beverly,  Mass.    ... 
Works  at  Nangus  head,  Salem,  Mass. 
Works  at  Fort  Sewall,  Marblchead,  Mass. 
Fort  and  outworks  aiNantaskcthead,  Bos- 

Redoublon  Hog  island,  Boston  harbor,  Mass. 
Works  at  Nanlncket  harbor,  Mass. 
Works  at  Edgartown,  Mass. 
Works  at  Falmouth,  Mass. 
Works  at  Holmes's  Hole,  Mass.    - 
Works  at  Tarpaulin  cove,  Mans.  - 
Works  at  Canonicut  island,  B.  I.   - 
Closing  west  passage  of  Narraganset  roads, 

Port  Griswold,  New  London,  Conn. 
Works  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river, 

Fort  Hale,  New  Haven  harbor,  Conn. 
Fort  Wooster,  New  Haven  harboi,  Conn. 
Works  for  harbors andtowns between  New 

Haven  and  New  York 
Works  in  Gardiner's  bay, Long  Island  sound 
N.Y.          -           -           - 
Works  id  Sa;  harbor,  N.  Y. 
Fort  on  Wilkins's  point,  Long  island,  N.Y 
Redoubt  in  advance  of  Fort  Tompkins, 

Sialen  island,  N.  Y. 
Fort  on  Miildlcsiound  >hoal,  Sandy  Hook, 

N.Y.       -                                  - 
Fort  on  East  Bank  shoal,  Sandy  Hook,  N.Y. 
Fort  at  Delaware  breakwater 
Fort  opposite  Fort  Delaware.  Del. 
Fort  on  Elk  river,  Md.      - 
Fort  on  Hawkins  point,  Md. 
Works  at  Annapolis  harbor,  Md. 
Fort  on  Point  Patience,  Pntuient  river,Mrl 
Works  at  St.  Mary's,  Potomac  river,  Md. 
Works  at  Bald  Head.Cape  Fear  river,  N.  C 

250 

£50 

1,000 

125 

U.000 

150 

>      150 

250 
135 
190 
280 

■     625 
1,900 

500 

950 
135 
ISO 

500 

750 

■250 

1,336 

800 

1,7(50 
1,760 
1,125 
760 
1G9 
800 
500 
400 
550 
450 

; 

- 

- 

; 

*  Guns  oT  Fort  Sullivan,  No.  1,  A. 


If 


(WJ 


■ 

Expended. 

Required  to 

IM1 

f 

•h 

6 

a 

Total  cost  of  re- 

a 

■4 

inchstom 
tars. 

• 

• 

I 

complete. 

pairs  or  con- 
struction.   . 

4 

P4 

s 

00 

2 

a 

• 

1 

•100,060 

•100,000* 

"I       • 

— . 

— 

— 

M 

„ 

60 

— 

100,000 

100,00* 

. 

— 

m m 

— 

„ , 

mm 

«» 

900 

m. 

500,000 

600,00* 

- 

- 

— 

^ 

- 

- 

- 

35 

- 

50,000 

60,00* 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

300 

" 

400,000 

400,00* 

- 

w 

— 

- 

• 

— 

SI 

- 

135,000 

135,00* 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

30 

- 

75,000 

75,00* 

SO 

100,000 

100,00* 

— 

^„ 

M 

— 

35 

_ 

50,000 

50,00* 

— 

_ 

^ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40 

a. 

51,000 

51,00* 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

55 

- 

174,000 

»          174,00* 

» 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

334 

- 

1,030,000 

1,090,00* 

► 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

185 

- 

350,000 

950,00* 

» 

— 

- 

_ 

- 

— 

_ 

403 

• 

1,900,000 

1,900,00* 

_ 

. 

_ 

307,000 

307,000 

• 

• 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

83 

- 

196,000 

198,00* 

1     a 

mm 

_ 

_ 

50 

100,000 

100,00* 

■      s 

— 

_ 

„ 

— 

— 

35 

_ 

48,000 

48,00* 

»       M 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

- 

43,000 

42,00* 

•-l-l  -1  - 

- 

- 

- 

100 

- 

300,000 

* 

200,00* 

»         «, 

— 

— 

mm 

^ 

150 

w 

400,000 

400,00* 

s 

«,» 

— 

« 

— 

50 

_ 

100,000 

100,00* 

— , 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

195 

- 

686,000 

686,00* 

— , 

«» 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36 

- 

53,000 

58,00* 

m 

- 

333 

. 

1,681,413 

1,681,41* 

— 

^_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

«. 

333 

«. 

1.661,413 

1,681,41* 

«» 

• 

— 

__ 

335 

_ 

600,000 

G00,000t 

M 

— 

«_ 

_ 

— 

113 

a 

521,000 

531,00* 

_ 

_ 

mm 

^ 

35 

«. 

50,000 

50,00* 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

131 

_ 

376,000 

376,00* 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

100 

«_ 

350,000 

350,00* 

^ „ 

^ 

— 

— 

87 

«_ 

346,000 

346,00* 

^* 

«» 

— 

"•    « 

110 

«. 

300,000 

•300,00* 

•» 

^ 

l          - 

- 

— 

- 

87 

- 

180,000 

180,00* 

t  Works  projected. 
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Designation  of  (he  works. 

5 

1 

t 
| 

i 

J 

t 

| 
1 

i 

1 

a 

1 

i 

I 

a. 

45 
46 

47 

48 
40. 
50 
51 
58 
53 

64 
55 

5C 
67 
M 
BS 

F— Continued. 
Works  oi  Federal  point,  Cine  Fear  river, 

N.C.     -          -          -          - 
Works  al  the  month  of  Smtee  river,  9.  C. 
Works  nt  Bull's  bay,  and  other  inlets,  S.  C. 
Wotks  at  Btono  sound,  8.  C. 
Work"  at  North  Edisto  sound,  S.  C. 
Works  at  South  Edislo  sound,  S.  C. 
Works  at  St.  Helena  sound,  S.  C. 
Works  at  WoWHt  sound,  Georgia 
Works  at  CMsabiw  sound,  Georgia 
Works  at  St.  Caihatine's  sound,  Georgia 
Wotksal  Sapelo  sound,  Georgia 
Works  at  Doty  inlet,  Georgia 
Works  nt  Altemaha  sound,  Georgia 
Works  m  Si.  Sim.ui>  -miml.  Gcorjria 
Works  al  8l.  Andraw's  sound,  Georgia    - 

300 

|     350 

i     315 
375 

4,000 

" 

- 

- 

" 

- 

Deduct  EaTTU"0  and  guns  of  No*.  9, 10, 
and  IS,  ul"  A      - 

1(15 

r.T  i 

1,390 

e 

1,386 
34 

W 

ii.-j 

33,545 

574 

i  ,:**; 

1,343 

a 

ta 

RECAPITULATION. 

A  Old  forts  and  batteries 

B  New  fort ificnl ions  completed 

C  Fortifications  under  consliuclion 

D  Fortifications  tobt  first  commenced 

E  Fortifications  to  be  next  constructed 

F  FonificatioDs  to  be  last  commenced 

5,445 
1,870 
11,740 
5,740 
3,325 

tee 

38 
354 
108 

34 

388 
54 

C90 
416 
189 

S41 

99 
610 
377 
399 

6 
9 
51 
33 
It 

« 

% 
H 

38,730 
35,545 

899 

574 

LOT 
1,383 

1. 643 
1,313 

1M 

* 

£ 

54,365 

1,866 

8,979 

1,991 

IN 

■ 

Washington,  April  23,  1840. 


■J* 


f«!3 


Expended . 

Required  lo 

il 

I      I    H 

Total  cost  of  re- 

i!ai=- 

U 

-i  u 

. 

complele. 

p»iis  or  cod- 
si  rue  lion. 

■s  te° 

>- 

^ 

H 

!, 

■k 

-•j 

H 

40 

$18,000 

818,000. 

SO 

- 

100,000 

100,000t 

75 

_ 

150,000 

J5O,CO0t 

|  " 

76 

- 

150,1)00 

150,00  t 

■ 

800 

" 

1,600,000 

l,600,000t 

M 

us 

It 

33 

a 

73  t,n 

- 

14,341,824 

11,341,834 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

39 

16 

M 

0 

33 

is 

n 

i.:'ii 

14,341,834 

14,341,834 

■•' 

<;i 

3     1,097 

699,319 

1,337,918 

1,937,337 

4 

1,601,144 

1,601,144 

h 

19 

19 

1H 

AH 

s.se: 

7,431,911 

e,7KH,H19 

10,310,76a 

1 

\i 

» 

In 

10 

s 

Hi 

1.-27-- 

3,425,000 

3,435,000 

I 

4 

]'i 

" 

8 

1 

4. 

766 

■      " 

3,035,000 

3,035,000 

1 

v. 

Ififl 

32  1  4> 

IB 

(W 

6,7*6 

9,792,374 

9,476,767 

19,199,141 

1 

■u; 

143 

17  1  33     IS 

::) 

4,790 

" 

14,341,924 

14,841,894 

' 

101 

i  l-J 

30  |  73     37 

1        | 

mi 

10,536 

9,732,374 

33,718,591 

3.1,440,965 

lu.,  conjectural. 

board. 
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451  J  1« 

Istimaied  cost  of  ordnance  of  aU  kind*  required  for  tht  tifWtk 

l00r — *--* 


4 

! 
i 

9 

% 

1 
& 

ft 

4 

i 

i 
I 

- 

Old  forts  and  batteries.  Ta- 
ble A. 

On  hand    .            -           - 

To  be  provided  - 

Required    - 
On  hand    - 

To  be  provided  - 

Required   .           -           - 
On  hand     • 

To  be  provided  - 

Required    - 
On  hand    - 

To  be  provided  - 

Required    - 
On  hand     - 

To  be  provided  ■ 

Reqaiied  from  A  to  E  - 

168 
168 

968 

S68 

MS 

343 

- 

- 

- 

New  forii  fie  aliens  comple- 
ted.   Table  B. 

38 

13 

54 

54 

19 

3d 

- 

- 

Fortificalions    under    con- 
stracitoo.    Table  C. 

351 

690 
690 

a 

r 

354 

- 

Forlincalions    to    be    Erst 
commenced.     Tabic  D. 

106 

416 
41G 

108 

- 

.Fortifications  tobeneit  con- 
Arncied.    Table  E. 

34 

169 

8 

161 
l.W 

34 

G92 

t«*j 


agreeably  to  statement  1,   embracing  cannon  mounted  and 
St  piece. 


1.1 

11 

I 

S  If 

1    lis 

B     1      I 

1     if^ 

3 

I 

1 

"  E 
1 

■1 
1 

U 

!| 

1 

114 
21 

; 

27  [      64 
"    1      " 

- 

: 

- 

3 

1,097 

14 

93 

- 

1 

37         45 

- 

- 

- 

3 

303 

S3 

27 

; 

8 

a 

; 

4 
4 

i 

7 

336 

.3*4 

62  I        27 

- 

9 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

7 

133 

•34  1      165 

30 

19 

49 

13 
13 

18 

3 

8 

58 

-    3,887 
1,349 

MM 

166 

SO 

19         49 

- 

15 

8 

58           945 

pa 

ISO 

19 

3 

99 

7 

10 

5 

16 

1,979 

761 

9a 

130 

19 

3 

99 

3 

10 

« 

1G 

511 

756 
63 

70 

53 

6 

4 

19 
ID 

— 

8 

1 

4 

TO 

5 

G 

4 

a 

I 

4  ,          693 

49S 

479 

38 

,65 

169 

93 

40 

15 

68 

5,748 

«M 

399 

33 

16 

li:i 

17 

33 

19 

73 

4,790 
935 

4ffl 

339 

33 

10 

143 

» 

33 

12 

73 

;      4,565 

n 

876 
SI 

71 

101 

30 

73 
7 

■27 

161 

10,538 
3,490 

■M 

957 

71 

101 

393 

90 

66 

27 

161  1      7,018 

I4S1J 


STATEMENT 


Td  be  provided  - 
Rcrjaired  from  A  10  E 


Grand  loial  lo  be  provided 


1,3H 

9,979 


- 


■ 


SI 


I«l] 


I 

1 

£ 
8 

if 

ft 
H 

I 

1   . 

«! 

i 

1  i 

£ 

i 
\t 

S3 

1 

b 

£ 

57 
57 

34 

1H 

- 

37 

64 

- 

- 

" 

* 

" 

34 

Hi 

- 

27 

64 

- 

- 

- 

% 

14 
14 

a 

B 

- 

2 

8 

- 

4 

1 

"  -;* 

- 

69 

27 

- 

9 

8 

- 

4 

1 

7 

33 
33 

234 

1« 

20 

19 

49 

19 

IS 

8 

"';<■ 

- 

234 

LOG 

20 

19 

49 

19 

18 

8 

m 

a 

92 

190 

IS 

3 

a 

10 

10 

6 

:'.*■ 

- 

99 

180 

12 

3 

29 

10 

10 

b 

IS 

s 

19 

70 

IB 

6 

4 

19 

- 

9 

1 

-  :«*j 

- 

70 

09 

6 

4 

19 

~ 

8 

1 

« 

iss 

499 

479 

38 

65 

169 

99 

40 

16 

N 

402 

aw 

33 

46 

149 

17 

33 

19 

'■■■* 

- 

402 

m 

33 

46 

143 

17 

33 

13 

73 

£ 

n 

87* 

71 

101 

313 

39 

73 

97 

161 

. 

P91 

87S 

71 

101 

319 

39 

73 

97 
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t> 
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1 

9 
ft 
3 

■1 

i 
I 

M 

i 
a 

*U  Com  utt  bftiuriet.  Ta- 
lk A. 

Required                            - 

On  hand    - 

To  be  provided  - 

Ouliand     ■ 

To  be  provided  • 

Required   - 
Oahud     - 

To  be  provided  ■ 

Required    - 
Onhud    - 

To  be  provided  - 

Required   - 
On  bend    - 

To  be  provided  • 

Required  from  A  to  E  - 

Require*    ... 
Unbend    - 

1i  btprcvided  ■ 

Grand  lorel  required 
Gieud  total  on  bud 

Grand  km*I  to  beewmded 

16,800 
13,83* 

9fi,eoo 

96,000 

34, » 

1 

2,966 

- 

- 

|lew  (brtitrcwioiis  comple- 
ted.   Title  B. 

3,800 

0,400 
0,400 

a, w 

V 

3,800 

- 

- 

HMtifirmtku    under    con- 
Uranen.    Table  C. 

35,400 

«,ooq 

69,000 

51 ,« 
3£,W 

K 

35,400 

- 

U.COJ 

■asa-us* 

10,800 

41,600 
11,090 

x,m 

■it 

10,800 

30,530 

37,W 

ftetifiwtigMlp  lw  nwt  con- 
ittocurf.    TabNE. 

9,400 

16,800 

x,m 

■« 

9,400 

16.S0Q 

M,« 

ftf 

69,300, 

153,700 

164  ,M 

■bjatate^  to  be  ho  con. 
MJUli    TkbkF. 

67,400- 

138,500 

131 JM 

57,400 

138,208 

QJP 

' 

■'28,600 
13,835 

»7,R00 

ll*,9Lfl) 

W 

iS 

1 12,765 

185,6* 

[«»1 


mmnm. 

cm  Hi)  ft  nxw 

1 

I 

i 

n 

1 

1 
E 

St 

| 

1 

JS 

1 

1 

i 

■3 
1 

si 

1 

s 

5,700 
6,700 

3,700 
3,700 

11. 460 
6,120 

2,700 

6,400 
6,400 

; 

878,800 
678,800 

- 

- 

6,S» 

9,700 

M 

1,100 
1,400 

6,900 
5,348 

3,W0 

900 

800 
800 

100 

905,800 

60,170 

- 

l,6fiS 

3,W» 

900 

- 

mo 

145,630 

m 

m 

3.300 
3,300 

39,900 

80,400 

1,900 

6,100 
6,100 

800 

1,616,300 

- 

29,200 

$10,400 

1,900 

-   ' 

BOO1 

1,6H,90B 

m 
m 

8,300 
9,300 

10.WW 

14,300 

300 

3,900 
3,900 

500 

874,300 

- 

10.8Q0 

14,900 

300 

-       ' 

SOT 

ffW.SBO 

i 

3,900 
3,900 

7,*W 

6.600 

400 

1,900 
54 

100 

471,300 

7,400 

6,600 

400 

1,846 

100 

471,300 

m 

16,600 

58,000 

55,700 

5,500 

19,100 

1,90» 

4,046 ,600 

s 

13,900 

13,900 

47,500 

46,500 

4,600 

16,000 

1,200 

3,388,750 

- 

47,500 

46,500 

4,600 

16,000 

1,900 

3,388,750 

i 

■0,500 

3..500 

166,609 

9.01* 

109,200 

4,i» 

JU,100 

35.1QQ 
17,954 

2JQP 

7.435.960 

933,370 

" 

%W 

86*090 

*w» 

>UK 

9,700 

,W 

C«i] 


Old  forls  and  batteries     Table  A      - 

Required 
On  oand 

To  be  provided 

Hew  fortifications  completed.    Tabic  B 

On  band 
To  be  provided 

Fortifications  under  construction.    Table  C  • 

Required 
On  band 

To  be  provided 

Fortificalionslobefirstcoinrnenced.  TableD 

Required 
On  band 

To  be  provided 

Fortification*  lo  be  next  constructed.  Table  E 

On  band 
To  be  provided 
Required  from  A  lo  E 

.    f 
t 

Fwificalions  to  be  last  constructed    Table  F 

Required 

On  band         •          • 

To  be  provided      -          • 

Orand  tola!  required  - 
Orand  total  on  band  - 

Orand  total  to  be  provided     • 

\    'J 

-,      ' 

N*€.— The  cost  at  saltpetre  ■ 
OnuowufCK  Omci,  WaaHngtm,  January  16,  1840. 


nod* 


85 


C«1J 


COST  OF   ARMAMENT. 


UMB. 

Of  carriages. 

Of  projectiles. 

Of  powder. 

"",— t 

936  00 
115  00 

•361,935  00 
940,375  00 

#903,340  00 
151,789  40 

#175,780  00 
176,700.00 

•I, 144,971  00 
908,03140 

90  00 

119,560  00 

51,557  60 

- 

936,937  01 

I 

to  00 

105  00 

105,455  00 
55,375  00 

47,963  00 
98,454  00 

41,160  00 
19,034  00 

998,96100 
164,86100 

960  00 

50,180  00 

18,899  00 

99,196  00 

134,09100 

710  00 
960  03 

739,590  00 
99,025  00 

351,484  00 
164,984  00 

393,960  00 

9,931,104  «0 
765,660  #0 

410  00 

640,565  00 

187,900  00 

393,960  00 

19465,435  00 

406  00 
060  00 

411,685  00 
6,900  00 

188,547  00 
39,560  40 

174,860  00 

• 

1,926,497  00 
337,385  40 

480  00 

404,785  00 

148,986  60 

174,860  00 

889,11110 

410  00 
,500  00 

340,320  00 
11,700  00  . 

109,333  00 
4,903  60 

94,960  00 

680,398  ;00 
97,403  00 

9                      m 

910  00 

038,690  00 

98,199  40 

94,960  00 

659,919  40 

065  00 

1,858,985  00 

899,987  00 

809,300  00 

4. 

6,581,85700 

.110  00 
,460  00 

1,551,500  00 
41,700  00 

746,770  00 
17,909  00 

677,750  00 

4,668,130  00 
91,908  00 

,710  00 

1,509,800  00 

729,568  00 

677,700  00 

4,573,898  00 

,m  oo 

,406  00 

3,410,485  00 
456,975  00 

1,639,757  00 
405,486  40 

1,487,050  00 
187,794  00 

10,949,987  00 
3,997,600  *0 

,860  00 

9,953,510  00 

1,934,970  60 

1,999,956  00 

7,959,396  09 

•  I 


one  half  of  the  cost  of  goopowder. 
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STATEMENT  2. 

Tff  the  fortifications  constructed,  constructing,  or  repairing,  ami  af| 

from  Oopin 


i 

Designation  of  the  worts. 

i 

I 

1 

i 

i 

i 

at 

i 

t 
it 

i 

J 

I 

■ 
i 

9 

1 
1 

1 
8 
1 

A— Old  worts  repaired,  and  Hole  proposed 
to  be  repaired.  Kith  the  amounts  expended, 
and  the  amounts  re quired  to  put  them  in  • 
servueobte  condition. 

Fori  Barrancas,  Pensacola,  Fla.    - 

Fori  St.  Philip,  Mississippi  river,  Ls. 

Fort  Pickens,  Pensaeola  harbor,  Fl». 

Fori  Wood,  Cher  Menleur,  La.     ■ 

Fori  Jackson,  Mississippi  river,  La. 

B—  New  works  completed. 
Fort  Pickens,  Pensaeola,  Fla. 
Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  point,  Ala.  - 
Port  Pike,  Riyoleta,  La.     - 
Fort  Wood,  Cher  Men  teg  r,  La.      - 
Battery  Bienvenn  La. 
Tower  at  Bayou  Duprf,  La. 
Fort  Jackson,  Mississippi  river,  La. 

C — Works  vndir  construction. 
Fori  od  Foster's  bank,  Pensaeola,  Fla. 
Fort  Livingston,  Bttrrataria  island,  La.    - 

E—  Worts  to  be  constructed  ajler  those  in  D 

of  statement  1  arc  completed. 
Town  ai  Pass-tut- Heron,  Mobile  bay,  Ala. 

F—  Worts  to  ie  last  commenced. 

Works  at  Key  West,  or  Tortupas,  Fla.    - 
Works  at  Charlotte  hatbor,  Fla.    - 
Works  at  Esptritu  Santo  bay,  Fla. 
Works  at  Appalachicola  bay,  Fla. 
Works  at  Appalachie,  Fla. 
Works  at  St.  Joseph's  bay,  Fla.      - 
WoikaatSanta  Boas  bay,  Fla.      - 
Work*  to  cover  nary  yard  ai  Pensacola,  Fla 
Works  at  Perdido  bay,  Ala. 
Fort  at  Dauphin  island,  Mobile  bay,  Ala. 

350 
100 

: 

11 

10 
16 

& 

J 

:i:-> 

11 
17 
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s 
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5 

4 

! 

1,860 
700 
300 
300 
100 
SO 
350 
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14 

49 
W 
99 
» 

8 
4 
49 

5 

1 

3 

11 

i 

i 

3,060 

77 

17 

94 

ni 

11 

- 

i 

650 
300 

84 

i 

950 

M 

M 

N 

t 

i 

60 

6 

S 

t 

s 
8 

i 

e 
» 

10 

3,500 

1 1,350 

100 
400 
900 

5,150 

118 

fii 

JM 

21 

» 

•  Included  in  B.    tWorkp** 


m 

STATEMENT  2. 
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t*  be  constructed  or  repaired  for  the  defence  of  the  Chdf  frontier , 


» 


8  id 

.S   1.9 


1 

9 


13 


9 
1 


t 


J 


* 


i 


31  I    7 


to 

9 


8 


• 


RipemiecL 


2 


10 


14 


49 
90 


219 
139 
49 
52 
13 
7 
67 


532 


129 
59 


181 


12 


500 


260 


50 
128 


948 


Required  to 
ipkte. 


* 


•75,000 


95,M0i 


677,000 

1,026,777 

314,597 

378,642 

96,447 

16,677 

638,766 


3,148,906 


302,648 
75,000 


377,648 


•100,000 

.  3,300 

8,000 

10,000 

5,000 

3,580 

9,500 

400 

20,000 


Toad 
ptirtor 


•— ^ 


452,7*) 


14,000 
325,000 


339,000 


25,000 


3,000,000 


1,000,000 


900,000 
900,000 
886,000 


5.280,000 


r  « 

■  ■I  ;> 

■    w  Ji 

3,319 


*B* 


/py* 


1,026,77T 
314,5ft 

■JK8 

W,«Tf 


3,148,961 


316,1 
400,069 


716, 


».0». 


1. 


900, 


i,«,A<^  conjectural 


[tflj 
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STATBME 


.a 

! 

Designation  of  the  works. 

t 

1 

£ 

j 

I 
i 

1 

I 

A  Old  forts  and  batteries           ... 

X  Hew  fortifications  completed 

C  Fori  i  6c*  lions  nnder  contraction 

JtWur  Lis  to  be  constructed  after  those  in  D  of 

350 

3,060 
950 

60 

77 
M 

ii 

17 
H 

88 

811 
84 

6 

8 

J*  Works  to  be  last  commenced 

4,«0 
5,150 

ini 
118 

819 

'68 
61 

887 
3M 

711 

a  i 

81    ! 

9,510 

IIS 

Wabhihotoh,  Afrit  S3,  1840. 
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Expended. 

Required  lo 

complete. 

1 

1 

1 

i 
« 

5 
9 

it 

i^ 
1 

9 
13 

S 

18 

» 

| 

I- 

i 

r. 

7 

u 

i 

i 

£ 

.  l 

6 

1 

S3 

1 
2 

S 

H 

ToMleosic.fr*- 
poirs  or  coo- 

4 

S 
10 

69 
639 

191 

19 

3,14a',  906 
377,648 

8159,780 
339,000 
25,000 

8827,780 

3,148,906 

716,648 

25,000 

a 

4 
6 

19 
14 

to* 

999 

3,601 ,551 

516,780 
5,380,000 

4,118,334 
5,280,000 

16 

9 

96 

1,199 

3,601,554 

6,796,780 

9,398,331 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN,  IM.  Stgt. 
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Eilimatcd  cost  of  ordnance  of  all  kinds,  required  for  the  mmm 

lOOromiitl 


i 
S 

i 

! 

i 

i 

3 

Old  fort*  and  batteries.  Ta- 
li* JL 

Oa  h.ind     - 

To  be  provided  - 

Required               - 

On  hnnd                          • 

To  be  provided  - 

Required    - 
On  band    - 

To  be  provided  - 

Required    - 
On  hand    - 

To  be  provided  * 

Required  front  A  to  B 

Required   - 
On  band    - 

To  be  provided  - 

Grand  total  required 
Gtand  total  on  hand 

Grand  total  to  be  provided 

; 

ii 
ii 

■ 
1 

- 

- 

- 

New  fortifications  complet- 
ed.   Table  B. 

T7 
M 

n 

17 

M 

49 

- 

Fortifications    under    coo- 
stTUCtion.    Table  C. 

34 

94 

M 

M 
H 

34 

- 

Work*  lobe  constructed  after 
(hose  in   (able  D  statement 
1  ue  completed.   Table  E. 

: 

: 

1 

- 

- 

1 

101 

53 

XT, 

Works  to  be  last  commenced. 
Table  F. 

119 

SI 

3H 

US 

'  SI 

SW 

SI9 
88 

IB 
U 

•a; 

191 

61 

40 

■M,  m/fTBeably  to  statement  2d,  embracing 
each  piece. 


mounted,  and 


| 
I 
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ll 

1 

L 

J 

jj 

a 

fr 

is 

-2 

•3 
.9 

i 

jj 

9 

| 

6 

*3 

li 
I1 

5 

3 

a 

8 

S 

1 

9 

69 

•'                " 

48 

_ 

8 

a 

" 

- 

9 

- 

1 

- 

9 

91 

n 

■!-' 

H 

6 

539 

H 

- 

8I> 

48 

" 

4 

13 

6 

6 

4 

10 

914 

181 

C 

130 

- 

• 

IS 

3 

51 

s 

19 

S 

s 

10 

■ 

97 

w 

" 

4 

18 

6 

7 

4 

13 

-m 

5 

91 

7 

8 

5 

14 

998 

■ 

- 

113 

78 

" 

S 

91 

7 

8 

B 

14 

889 

149 

9 

39 

13 

ir> 

9 

2G 

1,799 

« 



-  '      810 

14A 

9 

39 

13 

IB 

9 

96 

1,178 

£*w] 


8TATBME 


For  48-pouDder 
guns. 

1* 

S 

1 

Old  forts  and  batteries.  Ta- 
ble A. 

Reqaired    - 
On  hand    - 

To  be  provided  - 

Required  - 
On  hand    - 

To  be  provided  - 

Required                          •• 
Onnand    - 

To  be  provided  - 

Required    - 

Onnand    - 

To  be  provided  - 

Required  from  A  to  £ 

Required   - 
Onnand    - 

To  be  provided  - 

• 

Grand  total  required 
Grand  total  on  hand 

Graad  total  to  be  provided 

- 

11 

11 

91 

- 

- 

- 

New  fortificaiioos  complet- 
ed.   Table  B. 

• 

77 

17 
17 

Ml 
ill 

77 

- 

Fortifications    under    con- 
struction.   Table  C. 

• 

24 

94 

7 

§4 
$ 

24 

17 

m 

Workstobe  constructed  after 
these  in  table  D  statement 
laie  completed.  Table  E. 

- 

- 

$ 

- 

- 

i 
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STATES 


1 

i 

1 
1 

i 

-8 

la 

4 

a 

I 

Old  forts  and  batteriei.  Ta- 
ble A. 

Required  - 
On  band   - 

To  be  provided  • 

Required  - 

On  hand    ... 

To  be  provided  - 

Required  - 
On  band   - 

To  be  provided  - 

Required   - 
On  band   - 

To  be  provided  - 

Requiiedrfrom  A  to  E      - 

Requited    - 

On  band    •          •          • 

To  betprovidtd  • 

Orand  total  reqpifjed 
Grand  total  on  |and 

■ 
Oram)  total  to  be  provided 

- 

1,100 
1,100 

I* 
O.tiO 

■■ 

- 

- 

- 

Mow  formications  complet- 
ed.   Table  B. 

7,700 

1,700 
1,700 

21,01 

7,700 

- 

- 

Fortifications   under    con- 
structian.    Table  C. 

2,400 

9,400 
9,400 

9,400 

- 

»,* 

Works  tote  constructed  after 
tnose  in  table  D  statement 
1  areoampleted.  Table  £. 

r» 

T 

« 

- 

- 

« 

■ 

10,100- 

*#• 

WP 

Worsatpbtlastcomsnenced. 
TaMaf. 

'  — 

11,800 

«,w< 

*■ 

J  1,800 

ri 

6.W: 

£ 

w 

£1,910 

ll» 

SI.** 

.  m*T<u" 

t«l) 


MMRm 

%sz 

ft 
a 

A 
& 

E 

s 

& 
■2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

■a 
1 

300 
300 

1,000 
1,000 

900 

- 

900 
900 

; 

38,950 
38,950 

- 

- 

900 

1,300 

i,*» 

9,000 

li,MM 

4,800 

400 

1,900 
1,900 

400 

337,460 
95,735 

- 

2,300 

4,800 

400 

- 

400 

331,716 

600 
600 

900 

1,500 

: 

300 

300 

- 

133,400 

- 

900 

1,500 

- 

- 

- 

199,400 

" 

- 

SOD 

- 

" 

- 

6,700 

- 

- 

xn 

- 

.- 

- 

6,700 

9,100 

10,900 

7,400 

400 

3,400 

400 

495,500 

MM 
9,600 

13,700 

8,600 

500 

8,800 

BOO 

579,850 

- 

12,700 

8,600 

500 

9,800 

600 

579,850 

.       MOO 

<,6O0 

83,6% 
7,800 

16.001) 

900 

6,200 
3,400 

900 

1,075,350 
134,685 

15,800 

16,000 

900 

9,800 

<«4 

#fc«& 
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STA' 


Old  forte  and  batteries.    Table  A 


New  fortifications  completed.    Table  B 


Fortifications  under  construction.    Table  C. 


Work*  to  be  constructed  after  those  in  table  D 
of  statement  1  are  completed.   Table  E. 


Works  to  be  last  commenced.    Table  F 


Required 
On  hand 


Tobeprorided 


Required 
Onnaud 


Tobeprorided 

4 

•                                 • 

f 

• 

Required 

On  hand        •          • 

■  n 
■                • 

•                                    • 

Tobeprorided 

•                                    • 

1 

Required 
Onnaud 

To  be  provided       • 

Required  from  A  to  B 

.1 

'         "1 

Required 
On  hand 

1 

"W| 

Tobeprorided 

■4 

• 

Grand  total  required  • 
Grand  total  on  hand  - 

i  "1.4 

m 
*     •        * 

Grand  total  to  be  provided 


•   1 


1 


Nora.— The  cost  of  saltpetre  and 


Ordnancb  Office, 

Washington  January  16, 1840. 
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COST  OF  ABMiMDfT. 


D. 

Carriages. 

Projectiles. 

Powder. 

Total  amount ' 

)  00 
)00 

$£10,660  00 
13,900  00 

€9,138  00 
6,764  00 

$7,790  00 
7,790  00 

$57,908  00 
43,**  09 

9  00 

7,460  00 

2,376  00 

14,606  00 

5  00 
5  00 

164,745  00 
78,136  00 

76,870  00 
43,626  00 

65,490  00 
19,147  00 

471,180  00 
942,8ft  09 

000 

86,690  00 

33,244  00 

46,343  00 

228,307  09 

WOO 
>0  00 

69,950  00 
6,200  00 

23,812  00 
11,243  00 

24,480  00 

170,779  00 
60,503  00 

»  00 

63,750  00 

12,569  00 

24,480  00 

110,179  00 

60  00 
00  00 

3,590  00 

1,372  00 
244  00 

1,340  00 

9,862  00 
744  00 

160  00 

3,690  00 

1,128  00 

1,340  00 

9,108  00 

115  00 

248,946  00 

111,192  00 

99,100  00 

709,719  00 

009  00 
190  00 

290,990  00 
7,500  00 

130,181  00 
5,412  00 

115,970  00 

830,22100 
20,669  00 

WOO 

283,490  00 

124,769  00 

115,970  00 

809,560  00 

566  00 

639,935  00 
106,026  00 

241,373  00 
67,487  00 

215,070  00 
26,937  00 

1,539,933  00 

368,174  00 

00  00   J       434,910  00 

174,086  00 

188,133  00 

1,171,73)40 

U  «B*Aslf  of  the  cost  of  gunpowder. 
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REPORT 


ON 
THE    NORTHERN   FRONTIER. 


This  frontier  extends,  as  described  by  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  Ajj 
Lake  Superior  to  Passamaquoddy  bay,  a  distance  of  somewhat  omity 
two  thousand  miles,  binding  all  the  way  on  the  British  America)  FM 
inces.  *  1 

Whether  we  regard  the  strongly  marked  geographical  features  of  d»j 
-tier,  presenting,  as  it  does,  for  the  most  part,  a  chain  of  great  lakes 
land  seas,  stretching  along  the  border,  the  common  property  of  batk! 
tions,  and  affording  facilities  for  an  extensive  commerce,  almost  rii  ~ 
.that  of  the  ocean  itself;  or  whether  we  look  to  the  growing  strength 
colonial  neighbors,  fostered  by  the  immense  power  and  resource! 
mother  country ;  its  vast  importance  cannot  fail  to  impress  us  with 
cessity  of  being  prepared,  not  only  for  defence  along  that  line,  boti 
act  offensively,  with  decisive  effect,  in  the  event  of  our  being  invohei 
conflict. 

From  the  peculiar  character  of  this  frontier,  its  defence  must 
partake  somewhat  of  the  system  applicable  to  the  seacoast ;  for, 
it  is  denominated  inland,  in  contradistinction  to  the  latter,  it  is,  I 
less,  maritime  in  many  of  its  features,  and  must  be  treated  accords 
purposes  of  defence. 

So  important  is  the  mastery  on  the  lakes,  in  any  military  o| 
that  quarter,  that  it  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted  that,  in  the  event  of 
will  be  some  naval  preparations  on  both  sides,  and  a  struggle  for 
cendancy  on  those  waters.    Whichever  Power  shall  acquire  that, 
porarily,  will  have  the  means  of  assailing  his  adversary  with  great, 
along  the  shores  of  the  lakes,  in  the  absence  of  fortifications,  by 
the  harbors,  destroying  the  towns,  (some  of  which  are  fast  adi 
the  rank  of  cities,}  and  controlling  the  commercial  operations  of  whkfc^ 
lakes  constitute  the  principal  channel.  These  considerations  rendtfkl 
ly  expedient— indeed,  necessary — to  fortify  the  larger  harbors  on  the! 
well  as  the  more  important  passes  on  the  straits  and  rivers  by  width 
.  are  connected. 

Without  entering  fully  into  the  military  details  of  the  subject, 
might  be  deemed  somewhat  out  of  place  here,  regarding  the  otyeetqjf  ] 
resolution,  which  seems  to  look  rather  to  the  expense  involved,  the  " 
will  proceed  to  enumerate  the  works  of  defence  deemed  neceeeairon 
northern  frontier,  beginning  at  Lake  Superior ;  merely  glancing  it  tM<  " 
and  advantages  which  are  likely  to  result  from  the  establishment  of 
works. 

1.  Fort  at  Falls  of  St.  Mary. — A  fort  here  will  control  the 
nication  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  and,  at  least! 
enemy  from  availing  itself  of  it  for  purposes  of  communication  and 
transportation  of  supplies,  if  it  does  not  secure  those  important 
to  us ;  which  it  would  do,  unless  counteracted  by  a  work  on  the  British] 
of  the  line.    In  that  event,  almost  certain  to  occur,  it  would  be  neal 
but  would  still  serve  to  cover  and  protect  our  settlements  along 
Mai j,  and  form  a  rallying  point  for  local  defence  in  times  of  alarm. 
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1  expense  of  fort,  barracks,  Ac.  -  $ 76,000 

U  MichUimackinac. — Although  this  position  is 
iterior,  it  is  regarded  of  high  importance  from  its 
I  relations.  A  fort  here,  in  conjunction  with  float- 
I,  may  be  made  to  command,  effectually,  the  ap- 
ake  Michigan,  and  shut  out  an  enemy  who  might 
ival  ascendancy  on  Lake  Huron ;  thus  protecting 
ire u inference  of  Lake  Michigan  from  attacks  to 
ronld  otherwise  be  exposed,  even  from  a  small 
ecuring  it  to  ourselves,  as  a  safe  channel  of  com- 
with  the  rich  and  productive  States  in  the  rear, 
es  it  washes. 

d  expense  .....  50,000 

it  the  foot  of  Lake  Huron. — A  work  here  will 
outlet  of  Lake  Huron,  and  interrupt  the  navigation 
at  and  Lake  St.  Clair  and  the  river  Detroit.  It 
also,  to  cover  the  settlements  on  that  part  of  the 
d  form  a  rallying  point  for  the  neighboring  militia 
ifence. 

d  expense  .....  60,600 

and  barrack  establishment  at  Detroit. — In  the 
ir,  Detroit  would  undoubtedly  be  a  point  of  con- 
mcentration  of  troops,  not  merely  for  the  defence 
ion  of  the  frontier,  but  for  such  offensive  operations 
s  deemed  expedient  in  that  quarter.  It  may  be 
i  ihe  centre  of  the  upper  section  of  the  northern 
d  has  important  relations,  both  geographical  and 
Although  true  policy  would,  in  such  a  case,  dictate 
hief  efforts  should  be  directed  against  the  vital 
he  enemy's  possessions  as  low  down  the  line  as 
,  still  it  might  become  expedient,  with  a  view  to 
attention  and  divide  his  forces,  to  menace  bim 
I  this  is  one  of  the  points  from  which  he  might 
by  minor  expeditions,  especially  if  he  should  relax 
s  of  defence,  in  looking  to  his  safety  elsewhere, 
d  expense  of  barracks  for  one  regiment,  including 

$160,000 

d  expense  of  fort  at  Spring  Wells,  in- 

> 100,000 

260,0W 

i-tcork  and  barrack- establishment  at  or  near  Buf- 
wealth  and  commercial  importance  of  Buffalo,  and 
>ximity  to  the  British  line,  will  make  it  an  object 
time  of  war,  unless  it  be  protected  by  the  presence 
able  force  there.  It  may  also  become  a  point  of 
on  of  troops  for  minor  offensive  movements,  by 
»rsk>n ;  and  is  thus,  in  every  view,  entitled  to  sea- 
ration.  An  extensive  barrack-establishment,  de- 
ield-works,  would  be  sufficient  for  all  necessary 

d  expense 160,000 

Niagara  to_  be  rebuilt.— A  fort  at  this  position  is 
m  the  assumption  (ndinitting,  it  is  believed,  of  but     - 
)  that  in  time  of  war  there  would  be  some  naval 
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prepfurations  on  Lake  Ontario.  It  commands  the  entrance 
into  the  Niagara  river ;  and  a  work  here  will  shut  the  enemy^s 
vessels  out  from  that  harbor,  while  it  will  afford  protection 
under  which  ours  may  take  shelter  in  case  of  need. 

Estimated  expense  of  completing  the  work  now  in  pro- 
gress        ......  $27,500 

For  repairs  of  buildings  and  new  barracks  there      37,500 

7.  Fort  at  Oswego.— The  growing  importance  of  Os- 
wego, the  relation  it  bears  to  the  great  line  of  internal  com- 
munication to  the  west,  and  its  exposed  situation,  directly  on 
the  shore  of  the  lake,  from  whence  it  might  be  assailed  by 
armed  vessels  without  the  co  operation  of  a  laud  attack,  call 
for  works  of  defence  to  protect  the  harbor,  and  thus  secure  a 
safe  retreat  for  our  vessels  in  case  of  need,  while  we  shut  out 
those  of  the  enemy.  Besides,  this  place  possesses  many  ad- 
vantages for  naval  preparations  for  vessels  of  light  draught 
of  water,  and  would  probably  be  made  a  subordinate  depot  in 
time  of  war. 

Estimated  expense  of  completing  the  works  now  in  pro- 
gress        -----  -  $20,000 

For  barracks,  quarters,  storehouses,  and  maga- 
zine ......     25,000 

8.  Fort  at  SacketCs  Harbor. — In  the  event  of  naval 
armaments,  to  any  considerable  extent,  being  resorted  to  on 
Lake  Ontario,  Sackelt's  Harbor,  from  its  bold  water,  and  its 
excellence  as  a  harbor,  would  at  once  become  a  depot  of  great 
importance ;  the  safety  of  which  should  be  insured  against  the 
enterprises  of  the  enemy,  by  the  timely  construction  of  appro- 
priate works  of  defence.  Situated  directly  opposite  to  the 
strong  post  of  Kingston,  on  the  Canadian  side,  and  adjacent 
to  the  head  of  the  St  Lawrence,  it  is  one  of  the  points  at 
which  a  concentration  of  troops  may  become  expedient  for 
the  defence  of  that  portion  of  the  frontier  and  the  protection 
of  the  naval  depot  The  barrack  accommodations  already 
established  there  are  deemed  sufficient,  and  it  remains  to 
fortify  the  approach  to  the  harbor. 

Estimated  expense  of  fort  aiid  barracks  within 

9.  ffqrt  at  the  narrows  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  below  Og. 
densburg. — The  chief  object  of  a  work  here  would  be  to  cut 
off  the  enemy's  communication,  by  the  river,  between  Montreal 
and  Kingston,  and  thus  prevent  him  from  availing  himself 
of  that  channel  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  supplies^ 
if  we  cannot  entirely  secure  it  to  ourselves.  By  this  ob- 
struction on  the  St  Lawrence,  he  would  be  thrown  alto- 
gether upon  his  back  line  of  communication  by  the  Ottawa! 
which,  although  it  has  the  merit  of  being  more  secoro 
from  interruption,  is  longer  and  more  difficult,  especially  in 
seasons  of  drought  This  would  also  be  another  point  from 
which  the  enemy  might  be  menaced,  and  from  which  anxil- 
iary  movements  might  be  made  in  nid  of  the  chief  attack. 

Estimated  expense  oi  fort  and  barracks    • 
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i  near  the  line  on  Lake  Champldin.—A  work  here 
iade  to  command  the  pass  of  the  Jake,  and  is  con- 
Y  Cur  the  most  important  of  any  proposed  on  the 
e  of  frontier. 

nition  of  Lake  Champlain  is  somewhat  peculiar, 
tario,  Erie,  Huron,  and  Superior,  stretch  their  whole 
ectly  along  the  border,  (forming,  in  fact,  the  boun- 
amplain  extends  deeply  into  our  territory,  at  right 
ih  the  line  of  the  frontier  ;  and,  while  its  southern 
reaches  almost  to  the  Hudson,  it  finds  its  outlet, 
•rth,  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  nearly  midway,  between 
and  Quebec,  the  two  great  objects  of  attack, 
undoubtedly  the  avenue  by  which  the  British  pos- 
)ay  be  most  effectually  assailed ;  while,  at  the  same 
mid  afford  to  the  enemy  possessing  a  naval  ascend- 
1  facilities  for  bringing  the  war  within  our  own  bor- 
)e  left  unfortified.  It  therefore  becomes  important  to 
loint  as  near  the  line  as  practicable,  so  as  to  shut 
temy's  vessels,  and  thus  effect  the  double  object  of 
the  interior  shores  of  the  lake  from  the  predatory 
which  they  would  otherwise  be  exposed,  ana  of  secu  - 
mrselves,  as  the  great  channel  by  which  our  troops 
ies  may  be  rapidly  thrown  forward  to  the  points  of 
defence. 

ermanent  work  on  Stony  point,  (N.  Y.,)  including 
of  site       ....  $300,000 

rmanent  work  on  Windmill  point, 
icluding  purchase  of  site    -  -  300,000 


9600,000 


rrack  establishment  and  depot  at  Plattsburg. — 

ent  of  war,  Plattsburg  will  become  the  great  depot 

erations  on  the  Champlain  frontier,  the  point  of  con- 

i  of  troops  preparatory  to  any  offensive  movements, 

tation  of  the  reserve  to  sustain  those  movements,  and 

hat  may  be  established  in  advance.    Even  in  time  of 

espectable  force  should  be  posted  here,  especially 

e  continuance  of  the  boundary  question  and  border 

ccs.    Barracks  for  a  regiment,  at  least,  with  suitable 

es,  are  recommended  to  be  erected,  on  a  plan  admit- 

:tension,  if  required,  and  also  of  suitable  defensive 

ents. 

ted  expense  of  completing  the  works  in  progress, 

de  here  suggested  ....  150,000 

>m  Lake  Champlain,  eastward,  the  geographical  fea- 

ihe  frontier  materially  change  character,  and  re- 

rresponding  modification  of  the  means  of  defence. 

do  longer  intersects  great  lakes,  admitting  of  naval 

ns,  nor  binds  on  straits  and  rivers,  the  navigation 

may  be  controlled  or  interrupted  by  fortifications. 

►ther  inland,  until  it  reaches  the  St  Croix,  where 

lies  that  have  been  applied  to  other  portions  of 
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the  frontier  similarly  situated  will  again  become  applicable. 
Running  on  a  parallel  of  latitude  to  the  Connecticut  river, 
and  thence  along  a  chain  of  highlands,  not  yet  clearly  defined, 
to  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  the  board  are  not  aware 
that  there  are  any  points  immediately  on  the  frontier  suffi- 
ciently commanding,  of  themselves,  to  call  for  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  fortifications,  or  works  of  defence. 

Should  it  ever  become  necessary  to  sustain,  by  force,  our 
title  to  the  territory  now  in  dispute,  it  must  be  done,  not  by 
isolated  forts  along  the  frontier,  commanding,  probably, 
nothing  beyond  the  range  of  their  own  guns,  but  by  an 
active  army,  competent  not  only  to  occupy  the  country  and 
hold  it,  but  also  to  assume  the  offensive,  if  necessary,  and 
carry  the  war  beyond  our  borders. 

But  while  it  is  not  deemed  expedient  to  construct  a  chain 
of  forts  along  this  portion  of  the  frontier,  the  board  consider 
it  a  proper  measure  of  precaution,  in  the  present  state  of  our 
relations  with  the  British  Provinces,  that  positions  should  be 
selected,  and  preparatory  arrangements  made,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  depots  of  supplies  at  the  head  of  navigation  on 
the -Kennebunk  and  Penobscot.  In  the  event  of  movements 
in  that  quarter,  these  would  be  proper  points  for  the  concen- 
tration of  troops,  and  would  serve  as  a  base  of  operations, 
whether  these  should  be  offensive  or  defensive  in  their  cha- 
racter. 

Estimated  expense  of  storehouses  and  other  accommoda- 
tions .......        Jl 

13.  Fort  at  Calais,  on  the  St.  Croix  river. — A  work  here! 
while  it  will  serve  to  cover  that  part  of  the  State  of  Maine 
from  the  attacks  to  which  it  would  otherwise  be  exposed, 
may,  from  its  advanced  position,  be  made  to  act  an  important 
though  indirect  part  in  the  defence  of  the  more  northern 
portion  of  the  frontier.  Calais  appears  to  be  a  very  eligible 
point  for  the  concentration  of  troops,  with  reference  to  exist- 
ing circumstances.  A  strong  force  stationed  here,  threatening 
the  enemy's  posts  on  the  lower  St.  John's,  and  held  ready  to 
strike  in  that  direction,  in  case  of  movements  from  New 
Brunswick  towards  the  disputed  territory,  could  not  fail  to 
have  a  decisive  influence  on  such  movements ;  since  it  is 
obvious  that  they  could  not  be  made  with  safety,  while  ex- 
posed to  attack  in  flank  and  rear,  and  to  have  their  line  of 
communication  intercepted,  and  their  depots  seized,  by  a 
prompt  movement  on  our  part  from  the  St.  Croix. 

Estimated  expense  of  fort  and  barracks  I 

14.  In  reference  to  the  northern  frontier,  generally,  it  is 
the  decided  opinion  of  the  board,  that,  besides  the  defences 
which  have  been  suggested  along  the  border,  chiefly  for  pur- 
poses of  local  protection,  there  should  be  a  great  central 
station  at  some  position  in  the  interior,  at  which  troops  might 
be  assembled  for  instruction,  and  where  they  would  still  be 


iporting  distance  of  the  more  exposed  parts  of  the 

Df  our  views  inland  in  search  of  some  single  posi- 
ich  preparations  might  be  made  for  extended  opera- 
us  frontier,  and  from  which  aid  and  succor  could 

speedily  derived,  some  position  which,  while  it 
qually  near  to  many  important  points  of  the  en- 
sessions,  shall  afford,  at  no  time,  any  indication 
ction  in  which  our  efforts  are  to  be  made ;  which 
e  possible,  unite  the  opposite  qualities  of  being  at 
ime  remote  and  proximate,  far  as  to  distance,  but 
>  time ;  which,  while  it  brings  a  portion  of  the 
sources  of  the  country  to  the  support  of  the  inland 
id  places  them  in  the  best  attitude  for  operations 
irter,  whether  defensive  or  offensive,  at  the  same 

them  not  away  from  the  seacoast.    Looking  for 
)Os  properties,  we  find  them  all  united,  in  a  re- 
legree,  in  the  position  of  Albany. 
is  place,  by  steamboat,  canal-boat,  or  railroad  car, 

munitions  could  be  transported,  in  a  short  time, 
or  onward  to  Detroit,  to  Oswego,  to  Sackett's  Har- 
Usburg,  to  Boston,  and  along  the  coast  of  New 
to  New  York  by  steamboat  now,  and  soon  by  rail- 

and  thence  onward  to  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
>n,  and  the  heart  of  the  southern  country,  if  ne- 
[n  a  word,  Albany  is  a  great  central  position,  from 
iate  the  principal  lines  of  communication  to  the 
le  south,  to  the  east,  and  to  the  west ;  and  corn- 
any  advantages  for  a  military  depot,  that  the  expe- 
occupying  it,  and  thus  availing  ourselves  of  those 
i,  would  seem  to  be  manifest. 
3d  expense  of  the  purchase  of  land,  and  the  con- 
t  barracks  and  other  buildings     ...         $300)000 

r  northern  frontier  ....      $2, 160,000 

ird  beg  leave  to  observe,  in  conclusion,  that,  in  the  preparation  of 
tes  submitted,  they  have  not  attempted  to  aim  at  precision, 
amounts  stated  for  the  various  objects  are  to  be  regarded  only  as 
tions.  They  could  not  be  any  thing  more,  on  the  data  used, 
want  of  minute  surveys  and  reconnoissances,  were  necessarily 
is  believed,  however,  that  the  results  presented  will  be  found 
accurate  for  the  general  purposes  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
which  this  report  has  been  prepared. 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN, 

Cel.  Engineers. 
S.  THAYER, 
Lieut.  Col  of  Engineers  and  Bvt.  Col. 

T.  CROSS, 
Col.  and  As  ft  Quartermaster  General. 
G.  TALCOTT, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Ordnance 
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REPORT 

i 

ON  THE 

WESTERN  FRONTIER,  FROM  THE  8ABINE  BAY  TO  LAKE  SUPERIOR 

The  principles  which  should  govern  in  fortifying1  the  seaboard  an 
considered  applicable  to  our  inland  frontiers,  which  will  very  midf 
found  to  call  for  regular  fortifications.     Hence,  in  relation  to  that 
of  the  frontier  now  under  consideration,  the  duty  of  the  board  will 
formed  by  indicating  the  military  positions  or  stations  which  shoo! 
their  opinion,  be  occupied  by  troops,  in  order  to  accomplish  the 
view,  and  in  presenting  estimates  of  the  probable  cost  of  constructing 
necessary  barracks,  quarters,  and  storehouses,  combined  with  such 
of  defence  as  circumstances  may  appear  to  require,  to  insure  their 
against  the  attacks  to  which  they  may  be  exposed. 

The  want  of  personal  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  board,  of  oar 
sive  western  frontier,  and  the  very  limited  surveys  which  have  been 
in  that  quarter,  have  somewhat  embarrassed  them  in  the  selection  of 
lions  ;    but  they  desire  to  be  understood  as  merely  designating  placet 
geographical  sense,  leaving  the  particular  sites  on  which  the  works 
be  erected  to  be  determined  hereafter,  by  minute  examinations  of  the 
try  at  and  around  those  positions ;  which  become  the  more  important, 
much  as  the  original  locations  of  some  of  the  places  that  will  be 
mended  to  be  retained  have  been  considered  faulty. 

The  southern  section  of  this  frontier,  extending  from  the  Sabine 
the  Red  river,  borders  all  the  way  on  Texas,  and  has,  it  is  believed, 
nothing  to  apprehend  from  Indian  aggressions.     The  Cumanche% 
only  tribe  of  any  power  in  that  quarter,  are  represented  as  gradually 
ing  to  the  westward,  and  the  progress  of  the  Texian  settlements  will 
to  push  them  farther  from  our  border.    But  our  relations  with  the 
republic,  however  amicable  they  may  be  at  present,  would  seem  to 
that  some  military  force  should  bo  stationed  on  or  near  the  boundaif 
and  the  board  therefore  recommend  the  establishment  of  two  small  ptil 
the  Sabine  river,  suppressing  Fort  Jesup,  which  is  considered  too  far 
theafrontier,  or  retaining  it  merely  as  a  healthy  cantonment 

As  these  would  be  posts  of  observation,  having  reference  ts  m 
police  more  than  to  military  defence,  they  ought  to  be  established 
river  where  the  principal  roads  cross  it,  by  which  we  should  be  ena 
supervise  the  chief  intercourse  with  our  neighbors  by  land,  and,  at  I 
same  time,  control  the  navigation  of  the  Sabine.  The  points  where  I 
Opelousas  and  Natchitoches  roads,  leading  to  Texas,  strike  the  lifer,  i 
therefore  recommended  as  the  positions  which  should  be  occupied,  aid? 
which  barracks  for  two  or  three  companies,  defended  by  light  works, she* 
be  constructed. 

The  middle  section,  which  extends  from  the  Red  river  to  the  MnMnl 
by  far  the  most  important  portion  of  the  whole  of  our  western  frontier 
is  along  this  line  that  the  numerous  tribes  of  Indians  who  have  o    ^ 
from  the  east  have  been  located ;  thus  adding  to  the  indigenous 
ready  in  that  region,  an  immense  mass  of  emigrants,  some  of  whom 
been  sent  thither  by  coercion,  with  smothered  feelings  of  hostility 
ia  their  bosoms,  which,  probably,  waits  but  for  an  occasion  to  bant 
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all  its  savage  fur 7.  These  considerations  alone  would  seem  to  call  for 
ong  precautionary  measures  ;  but  an  additional  motive  will  be  foqnd  in 
rpeculiar  relations  with  those  Indians. 

neare  bound,  by  solemn  treaty  stipulations,  to  interpose  force,  if  neces- 
j,  to  prevent  domestic  strife  among  them,  preserve  peace  between  the 
ml  tribes,  and  to  protect  them  against  any  disturbances  at  their  new 
■B,by  the  wild  Inaians  who  inhabit  the  country  beyond.  The  Govern- 
Mbas  thus  contracted  the  two  fold  obligation  of  intervention  among,  and 
liooof,  the  emigrant  tribes,  in  addition  to  the  duty  which  it  owes  to 

citizens  of  providing  for  their  safety. 

i appears  to  the  board  that  this  obligation  can  only  be  properly  fulfilled 

~iintaiuing  advanced  positions  in  the  Indian  country  with  an  adequate 

ining  military  force;  and  that  the  duty  of  protecting  our  own  citizens 

'te  best  discharged  by  establishing  an  interior  line  of  posts  along  the 

border  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  as  auxiliaries  to  the 

d  positions,  and  to  restrain  the  intercourse  between  the  whites  and 

[hdiaos,  and  serve  as  rallying-points  for  the  neighboring  militia  in  times 

Wh  these  views  they  would  recommend  the  maintenance  of  Fort  Tow- 

100 Red  river,  and  Fort  Gibson,  on  the  Arkansas;  and  the  establishment 
jost  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Kansas,  and  one  at  Table  creek, 
A  Missouri,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Platte,  as  constituting  the  ad- 
mi  positions  on  this  portion  of  the  frontier. 

Nrthe  secondary  line  intended  for  the  protection  of  the  border  settle- 
i^the  board  would  adopt  the  positions  which  have  been  selected  by  a 
fcwsion  of  experienced  officers,  along  the  western  boundary  of  Arkansas 
'Missouri ;  at  some  of  which,  it  is  understood,  works  are  already  in  pro- 
fc namely,  Fort  Smith,  on  the  Arkansas  river ;  Fort  Wayne,  on  the  Ills— 
P;8pring  river,  and  Marais  de  Cygne;  terminating  to  the  north  at  Fort 
hnwortn,  on  the  Missouri.     They  would  also  recommend  the  estab- 

?itof  one  or  two  intermediate  posts  between  the  Arkansas  and  Red 
if,  on  further  examination  of  the  country,  suitable  positions  can  be 
"  near  the  State  line.  It  is  not  deemed  advisable  to  establish  those 
ion  the  route  of  the  road  lately  surveyed,  which  (especially  ihe  southern 
to)  is  considered  too  far  in  advance  of  the  border  settlements  to  accom- 
liie  object  in  view ;  but  if  eligible  positions  canno*  be  found  along  the 
i4en  a  post  on  the  road,  where  it  crosses  the  Poteau  river,  which  is 
remote  from  the  settlements,  might  have  a  salutary  influence, 
the  northern  portion  of  this  frontier,  extending  from  the  Missouri 
to  Lake  Superior,  the  board  would  recommend  the  establishment  of  a 
[laar  the  upper  forks  of  the  Des  Moines  river  ;  the  maintenance  of  Fort 
;,  on  the  Mississippi ;  and  the  ultimate  establishment  of  a  post  at  the 
extremity  of  Lake  Superior.  The  last  is  suggested  with  some  quali- 
l,  for  want  of  the  necessary  information  by  which  to  determine  the 
of  communication  to  that  remote  position.  Whether  it  shall  be 
Lake  Superior,  or  by  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  it  would, 
|fe  case,  be  difficult  in  peace,  and  next  to  impracticable  in  time  of 
I  As  the  position  has,  however,  important  geographical  relations,  and 
Heoabie  us  to  extend  our  influence  and  control  over  the  Indians  with- 
Herritory,  and  afford  protection  to  our  traders  in  that  remote  region, 
lid  seem  to  be  worthy  of  early  occupation,  if  its  maintenance  can  be 
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rendered  secure — a  point  which  can  only  be  determined  by  a  cartful  > 
nation  of  the  country. 

It  is,  nevertheless,  recommended  to  retain  Fort  Crawford,  at  Pn 
Chien ;  Fort  Winnebago,  at  the  portage  of  the  Fox  and  Wiskonan 
and  Fort  Howard,  at  Green  bay.  These  posts  are  deemed  neqes 
protect  that  portion  of  our  frontier,  while,  at  the  same  time,  theyi 
cover  an  important  line  of  intercommunication  between  the  nortben 
and  the  western  waters. 

It  has  not  been  thought  expedient  to  continue  the  interior  line  of  d 
suggested  for  the  middle  section  of  this  frontier,  across  from  the  Mia 
the  Mississippi  river.  Our  Indian  relations  in  that  quarter  assuro 
ferent  aspect.  There  is  no  special  guaranty  of  perpetual  occupation 
country  by  the  tribes  who  now  inhabit  it ;  nor  can  it  be  doubted  th 
will  ultimately  be  pushed,  by  the  advance  of  our  population,  to  the 
the  Missouri  river.  Under  those  circumstances,  it  is  believed  that 
termediate  post  recommended  to  be  established  on  the  Des  Moioc 
co  operating  with  the  posts  on  the  Missouri,  and  those  on  the  Upper 
sippi,  will  afford  adequate  protection  to  the  border  settlements  agaii 
attacks  to  which  they  are  likely  to  be  exposed. 

The  board  have  not  felt  called  upon,  by  the  terms  of  the  resolutioi 
which  they  act,  to  project  a  plan  of  operations  for  the  western  frontk 
to  go  into  an  estimate  of  the  military  force  that  will  be  required  tin 
ther  than  was  necessary  to  determine  the  extent  of  accommodation 
erected,  and  the  expense  which  these  will  involve.  They  would,  he 
observe,  that  the  positions  which  have  been  designated  will  not,d 
selves,  have  the  desired  influence  in  restraining  the  Indian  tribes  a 
tecting  our  border  settlements,  without  the  aid  of  a  respectabltf 
which  a  full  pioportion  should  be  mounted  and  held  disposable, at  al 
for  active  service  in  the  field.  To  effect  this,  the  works  should  be 
structed  that,  while  they  will  afford  adequate  accommodations  for 
troops  when  they  are  not  actively  employed,  their  defence  may  b 
intrusted  to  a  small  force.  With  these  precautionary  measures,  i 
co  operation  of  small  but  effective  reserves  posted  within  sustaini 
tances  of  the  several  sections  of  the  frontier,  it  is  believed  that  peace 
preserved,  and  the  first  onset  of  war  met,  until  the  militia  of  the  nc 
ing  country  could  be  imbodied  and  brought  into  the  field. 

It  only  remains  to  recapitulate  the  positions  which  have  been 
mended  to  be  occupied,  apportion  the  requisite  force,  and  present  a 
tural  estimate  of  the  cost  of  erecting  the  accommodations  and  i 
deemed  necessary  at  each. 

1.  For  quarters  for  100  men  at  the  post  on  the  Sabine  where 

the  Opelousas  road  crosses  that  river,  including  defences  -  ! 

2.  For  quarters  for  100  men  at  the  post  on  the  Sabine  where 
the  Natchitoches  road  crosses,  including  defences 

3.  For  permanent  quarters  and  other  accommodations  for 
600  men  at  Fort  Towson,  including  defences 

4.  For  permanent  quarters  and  other  accommodations  for 
1,000  men,  at  Fort  Gibson,  including  defences 

5.  For  quarters  for  300  men  at  the  post  on  the  Kansas  river, 
including  defences  ..... 


s  and  other  accommodations  for  600  men  at 

Table  creek,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Platte,  on 

,  including  defences  ....  $75,000 

s  and  other  accommodations  for  400  men  at 

be  Des  Moines  river,  including  defences  60,000 

irgement  and  repair  of  Fort  Snelling,  to  fit  it 

nmodation  of  300  men;  including  defences    -  30,000 

i  for  400  men  at  the  post  at  the  western  ex- 

ftke  Superior,  including  defences        -  -  50,000 

INTERIOR   LINE. 

m  for  200  men  at  the  post  between  the  Red 

is  rivers,  including  defences  •  50,000 

eting  quarters  and  other  accommodations  for 

Port  Smith,  including  defences  -  -  50,000 

eting  quarters  and  other  accommodations  for 

Fort  Wayne,  including  defences        -  .  50,000 

>rs  and  other  accommodations  for  200  men  at 

Spring  river,  including  defences  -  -  50,000 

>ra  and  other  accommodations  for  200  men  at 

Aarais  de  Cygne,  including  defences  -  -  50,000 

eting  quarters  and  other  accommodations  in 

400  men  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  including  de- 

50,000 


rial  for  western  frontier         ...         $895,000 

i  respectfully  submitted : 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN, 

Colonel  Engineers. 
S.  THAYER, 
Lieut.  Col.  Engineers,  Brevet  Colonel. 

T.  CROSS, 
Col.  and  Assistant  Quartermaster  General. 

G.  TALCOTT, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Ordnance. 
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REPORT 

ON  THE 

&RBENAL8,  MAGAZINES,  AND  FOUNDRIE8,  WHICH  ARE  MENTION - 
E  THIRD  SECTION  OP  THE  RESOLUTION  OP  THE  SENATE  IN  THE 
«G  WORDS,  viz : 

ier,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  foundries,  either  constructed  or  deemed  necessary, 
iral  estimate  of  the  expense  of  constructing  such  of  said  establishments  as  may 
pitted  or  commenced,  out  which  may  be  deemed  necessary." 

essary  arsenals  and  magazines  will  be  first  considered,  as  ar- 
foundries,  being  manufactories  of  arms  destined  for  general 
t,  do  not  pertain  exclusively  to  any  particular  frontier.  Arse- 
dnance  depots  will  be  understood  to  include  magazines  in  the 
se  of  the  term ;  and  these  establishments  will  be  rated,  accord- 
relative  importance  or  magnitude,  in  three  classes  : 
als  of  construction ,  which  embrace  also  repairs,  and  for  deposits 
lals  for  Tcpairs  and  for  deposite. 

ots,  or  places  for  deposite  and  safekeeping  of  arms,  and  other 
tores. 

?  northern  frontier,  from  Lake  Superior  to  Passamaquoddy  bay. — 

lal,  or  ordnance  depot,  will  be  required  at  some  suitable  point 
er  Mississippi ;  and  Fort  Crawford,  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  offers  a 
on,  particularly  with  reference  to  supplying  the  line  or  tract  of 
tending  southwesterly  from  Fort  Snelling,  through  the  Terri- 
a,  towards  the  Des  Moines  river,  as  well  as  northwardly  toward 
irior,  and  castwardly  through  the  Territory  of  Wiskonsin  to 
igan.  The  expenseof  constructing  this  depot,  on  a  scale  com- 
with  the  probable  importance  that  must  be  given  to  it,  will  not 

n $70,000 

arsenal  of  the  third  class. 
troit  arsenal,  on  the  river  Rouge,  twelve  miles 
>it,  now  nearly  finished,  is  an  arsenal  of  the  2d 
ined  to  supply  the  lake  frontier  from  the  Sault 
ie,  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior,  to  Lake  Michigan 

Erie 20,000 

the  completion  of  this  arsenal. 
j  arsenal,  at  Pittsburg,  an  establishment  of  the 
is  also  available  for  the  supply  of  the  lake  fron- 
>ll  as  the  western  frontier,  through  the  western 

rsenal,  of  the  3d  class,  is  the  place  of  deposite  for 
died  at  the  posts  on  Lake  Ontario. 
ain  arsenal,  at  Yergennes,  Vermont,  also  of  the 
will  supply  the  posts  on  Lake  Champlain  and 
m  part  of  Vermont.  But  the  whole  lake  frontier, 
senals  in  that  region,  may  be  supplied  from  the 
;  arsenal,  near  Albany,  which  is  an  establishment 
class,  and  admirably  located  for  the  preparation 
ig  forth  of  ordnance  stores,  not  only  to  the  north- 
iewisc  to  the  maritime  frontier.    The  periods  of 


i 
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free  navigation  of  the  New  York  canals,  and  the  Hudson 
river,  are  used  for  the  distribution  from  Watervliet  of  such 
supplies  as  may  be  required  in  the  winter  season. 

The  Kennebec  arsenal,  at  Augusta,  Maine,  of  the  2d 
class,  is  designed  to  supply  the  northern  and  eastern  fron- 
tiers of  that  State,  and  part  of  New  Hampshire ;  but  arms 
would  be  furnished  to  the  frontier  of  the  latter  State  from 
Springfield  armory,  and  ordnance  stores  would  be  passed 
up  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  from  arsenals  either  east 
or  west  of  that  river. 

It  may  become  necessary  to  establish  a  depot  on  the  Pe- 
nobscot, at  Bangor.  But  this  point  is  only  60  miles  from 
Augusta ;  and  no  estimate  of  the  cost  is  furnished,  as  the  de- 
posite  would,  probably,  be  temporary. 

II.   The  maritime  frontier  from  Passamaquoddy  bay  to 
Cape  Florida, — The  Kennebec  arsenal  is  the  pace  of  depos- 
ite  for  the  greater  part  of  the  seacoast  of  Maine ;  the  sum  of    $30J 
will  finish  the  additions  required. 

The  Watertown  arsenal,  five  miles  in  the  rear  of  Boston, 
also  of  the  2d  class,  will  supply  the  westerly  part  of  Maine, 
the  seacoast  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode 
Island ;  and  ------  ! 

will  be  required  for  additional  buildings  and  enclosures. 

Both  the  Kennebec  and  Watertown  arsenals  are  of  con- 
siderable extent,  with  every  facility  for  being  converted  into 
arsenals  of  the  1st  class ;  and  the  construction  of  gun-car- 
riages, necessary  for  arming  the  forts  and  batteries  within 
the  limits  above  stated,  may  be  effected  at  both  or  either. 
The  Watervliet  arsenal,  before  mentioned,  is,  however,  the 
principal  one  relied  on  for  supplies  required,  not  only  from 
Cape  Cod  to  the  capes  of  Delaware  bay*  but  for  much  of 
the  maritime  as  well  as  the  lake  frontier.  Additional  quar- 
ters and  storehouses  at  this  post  will  cost    - 

A  depot  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  receives  articles  from 
Watervliet,  during  the  season  of  navigation,  which  are  tran- 
shipped, in  time  of  peace,  to  all  parts  of  the  coast  and  to 
the  Mississippi.  During  a  war,  supplies  would  be  furnished 
from  arsenals  in  the  more  immediate  vicinity  of  the  sea- 
coast defences,  viz :  Frankford  arsenal,  six  miles  above 
Philadelphia,  is  of  the  2d  class,  and  will  supply  works  on 
Delaware  bay  and  river ;  Pikesville  arsenal,  of  the  3d  class, 
four  miles  from  Baltimore ;  Washington  arsenal  and  Port 
Monroe  arsenal,  both  of  the  1st  class,  will  furnish  what 
may  be  required  for  the  seacoast  defences  of  Chesapeake  bay 
ana  Potomac  river.  The  last  mentioned  was  established 
with  special  reference  to  the  construction  of  the  gun-car- 
riages required  at  that  post  and  at  Fort  Calhoun.  It  hay 
been  found  advantageous,  however,  to  construct  there  car-. 
riages  for  other  southern  forts ;  but  it  cannot  be  considered 
as  a  permanent  establishment  of  the  1st  class,  to  be  kept  up 
after  the  occasion  which  called  for  it  shall  have  passed  bfm 

The  North  Carolina  arsenal,  at  Fayetteville,  on  Cam 
Fear  river!  is  under  construction,  and  was  originally  ui- 
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e  made  one  of  the  1st  class.  Doubts  have  been 
whether  it  ought  to  exceed  those  of  the  2d  class ; 
q  is  such  that  it  can  at  any  time  be  extended 
o  the  original  design.  The  sum  of  eighty  thou- 
s  will  be  required  to  finish  it  as  one  of  the  2d 


$80,000 


>n  depot  is  at  present  of  diminitive  capacity.  It 
enlarge  it,  ana  thirty  thousand  dollars  will  make 
a  place  of  deposite         ....  30,000 

arsenal,  at  Augusta,  Georgia,  is  of  the  2d  class, 
he  two  last  mentioned,  will  furnish  supplies  re- 
i  Chesapeake  bay  to  Cape  Florida. 
[usta  arsenal  has  its  powder  magazine  detached 
at  an  inconvenient  distance,  beyond  the  control 
3  at  the  post  For  the  construction  of  'a  new 
ind  other  necessary  additions  to  this  establish- 
thousand  dollars  will  be  required  -  -  60,000 

)f  the  arsenals  have  been  built  upwards  of  20 
require  extensive  repairs  and  additions,  which  it 
may  be  effected,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  aid 
appropriations,  amounting  in  all  to  about  -  180,000 

'he  Gulf frontier ',  from  Cape  Florida  to  Sabine 
elacbicola  arsenal,  at  Chattahoochie,  just  below 
l  of  the  Chattahoochie  and  Flint  rivers ;  Mount 
snal,  on  the  Mobile  river ;  and  Baton  Rouge  arse- 
:  Mississippi,  are  all  establishments  of  the  2d 
estined  to  supply  the  whole  of  the  Gulf  frontier, 
s  below  New  Orleans,  on  the  Mississippi.  About 
ind  dollars  will  be  required  to  complete  them, 
►me  additional  buildings  at  Baton  Rouge  -  60,000 

\e  western  frontier,  from  Sabine  bay  to  ^ja^e  ™" 
aton  Rouge  arsenal,  already  mentioned,  will 
plies  for  posts  on  the  Sabine  ai»d  B$d  rivers. 
•ck  arsenal,  just  commenced,  wi/I  be  the  source 
for  posts  on  the  Arkansas,  and  along  the  western 
hat  State.  It  will  necessity  become,  at  first, 
>f  the  2d  class,  with  tie  depot  at  Memphis  as 
and  will  reouire  on*  Hundred  thousand  dollars 
it  -  -  100,000 

anenal  is  a  lfr'ge  establishment  of  the  2d  class, 
ay  little  exr?nse>  caQ  be  raised  to  the  1st  class ; 
tmidiary  d*pot  at  Liberty,  on  the  Missouri,  it  will 
ports  o*i  that  river,  the  western  border  of  the 
«fe>  on  the  Des  Moi  nes ,  and  the  Upper  Mississippi . 
»t  Prairie  du  Chien,  mentioned  in  relation  to 
wired  in  the  direction  of  Lake  Superior,  and 
ly,  through  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  would  be 
r  the  St  Louis  arsenal,  and  completes  the  chain 
reral  frontiers  embraced  in  the  resolution. 
Hint  required  for  constructions,  additions,  and  — —— 
seuals  and  depots         ....        $705,000 

3 
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Armories. 

The  two  national  armories  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and  ] 
Perry,  Virginia,  are  the  only  public  establishments  for  the  man 
of  small  arms.  They  furnish  about  twenty-five  thousand  stand 
yearly.  This  number  might  be  extended ;  but  it  has  been  an  c 
solicitude  with  the  Government,  for  nearly  twenty  years  past,  to  e 
an  armory  west  of  the  Alleganies. 

Commissioners  were  employed  in  1823  to  examine  the  western 
with  a  view  to  the  location  of  an  armory.  Many  sites  were  an 
and  careful  estimates  made  of  the  cost  of  an  armory  at  each,  wi4 
hibit  of  their  several  advantages  and  disadvantages.  The  result 
investigations  may  be  found  at  large  in  Gales  &  Seaton's  iq 
American  State  Papers,  folios  729  to  790  inclusive,  vol.  2,  Military 

It  is  perhaps  fortunate  that  the  place  then  selected  was  not  ado 
Congress ;  for,  since  that  period,  the  immense  increase,  not  only  < 
lotion  and  the  general  resources  of  the  western  region,  but  of  tfo 
ular  articles  required  for  the  manufacture  of  arms,  by  the  distt 
masses  of  coal,  and  the  extensive  working  of  iron-mines,  where 
of  the  kind  was  then  found,  has  shown  that  an  armory  should  be 
much  farther  west. 

The  data  collected  by  the  commissioners  in  1823  may  be  i 
applied  in  estimating  the  probable  cost  of  an  armory  at  the  pre* 
making  suitable  allowances  for  the  increased  price  of  every  thi 
nected  with  such  an  establishment  This  cost  will  be  found 
according  to  localities  of  positions,  from  $280,000  to  $500/MX 
armory  capable  of  furnishing  twelve  thousand  muskets  per  year, 
therefore  be  stated  at  the  mean  of  $390,000,  to  which  twenty  t 
should  be  added ;  making  the  sum  of  -  | 

Another  mode  of  proceeding  proposed,  consists  in  forming 
an  establishment  complete  in  itseH,  of  limited  extent,  and 
having  the  great  mass  of  component  parts  of  arms  manufac- 
tured by  the  piece  in  private  workshops,  and  only  the  in- 
specting, assembling,  and  finishing  be  done  at  the  public 
works.  This  course  would  materially  reduce  the  first  cost, 
or  necessary  expenditure  for  buildings  and  tools.  It  also 
admits  of  extension  to  a  great  amount  of  fabrication,  with 
but  little  additional  cost  of  permanent  features.  But,  which- 
laver  mode  is  followed,  or  whatever  site  m«y  be  selected  for 
its  location,  there  can  be  no  question  of  the  necessity  for  an 
armory  on  the  western  waters;  and  as  regain  a  proper 
location,  it  may  be  observed,  that,  to  consider  th%  relations 
of  an  armory  in  the  same  light  as  that  of  an  arsenal  <>t  mag- 
azine, would  be  an  error;  the  means  of  production  being 
the  principal  requisite  for  the  one,  and  those  of  transporta- 
tion or  distribution  for  the  others.  

Total  required  for  an  armory  on  the  western  waters        -       | 

Sfifl 

Foundries. 

The  United  States  own  no  cannon-foundry.  Although  po 
some  ore-beds,  from  which  ytotl  oi  ttg^Krai  qpality  for  Gifting 
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i  made,  yet  artillery  of  every  description  is  procured  from 
Iries.    This  subject  has  been  so  recently  before  Congress, 
reated,  that  nothing  will  be  said  further  than  to  state  the 
of  such  an  establishment ;  and  here,  again,  so  much  depends 
nation,  that  only  an  approximation  will  be  attempted.    A 
le  War  Department  made  to  the  24th  Congress,  1st  session, 
,  states  the  cost  of  a  foundry,  to  be  located  at  Georgetown, 
ct  of  Columbia,  at  $312,000.    If  this  estimate  is  correct, 
>wn  that  great  care  was  bestowed  on  its  preparation,)  it  may 
hat  about         .....        $$00,000 
■ed  for  a  foundry  when  favorably  located  for 
iter-power.    Should  steam-power  be  adopted, 
of  the  establishment  would  be  less,  while  the 
iditure  would  be  greater  than  for  water-power, 
s  a  suitable  location  for  a  foundry,  the  great 
ulk  of  the  raw  materials  used  in  the  manufac- 
q,  and  the  weight  of  heavy  guns,  which  are 
use  only  on  the  seaboard,  would  seem  to  de- 
rticular  attention  should  be  given  to  the  means 

ion  both  to  and  from  the  foundry.  

int  required  for  a  foundry  -  -        $300,000 


Recapitulation. 

it  required  for  constructions,  additions,  and 

rsenals  and  depdts      ....        $705,000 

:  required  to  establish  an  armory  on  the  western 

468,000 

:  required  to  establish  a  national  foundry        -  300,000 

Total  -        1,473,000 

s  respectfully  submitted : 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN, 

Colonel  Engineers. 
S.  THAYER, 

Lieut.  Col.  Engineers,  Brev.  Col. 
T.  CROSS, 

Colonel,  Asst.  Quarierm'r  GevCL 
G.  TALCOTT, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Ordnance. 


■■ 

■ 

■ 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  8, 1840. 
Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Hubbard  made  th«  following 

I  REPORT  : 

Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  wis  referred  House  bill  (No.  28)  for 

the  relief  of  Ebenezer  A.  Lester,  report : 

the  contract  entered  into  between  the  agent  of  the  Government 
the  claimant  is  correctly  described  in  the  report  submitted  to  the 
of  Representatives,  at  the  present  session,  by  the  chairman  of  the 
dttee  of  Claims ;  and  the  payments  made  to  the  claimant  anterior 
25th  day  of  November,  1§27,  when  the  claimant  was  to  have  had 
contract  fulfilled,  are  also  correctly  set  forth  in  the  House  report    It 
that  the  sum  of  $2,000  was  paid  to  the  claimant  on  the  10th  of 
sr,  1827,  only  fifteen  days  prior  to  the,  time  fixed  for  the  comple- 
of  the  contract    It  also  appears  that  neither  the  boilers  nor  any  papt 
[the  engine  had  been  delivered  at  the  navy  yard  in  Charlestown,  where 
engine  was  to  have  been  put  in  operation  prior  to  the  said  10th  day 
November,  1827.    On  that  day  the  contract  was  suspended.    The 
it  alleges  that  he  was  thereby  prevented  from  completing  the  job 
>ly  to  nis  covenant,  and  he  claims  damage  for  this  suspension  of 
contract  by  the  interposition  of  the  Government  agent    The  corn- 
had  this  case  before  them  at  the  last  session,  and,  on  a  careful  ex- 
ition  of  the  evidence,  came  to  an  entirely  different  conclusion  from 
to  which  the  Committee  of  Claims  of  the  House  had  arrived.    In  the 
{dace,  there  is  no  satisfactory  evidence  that  this  engine  could  have 
completed  within  the  remaining  fifteen  days  the  contract  had  to 
t;  and  were  that  part  made  distinctly  to  appear,  it  is  to  be  presumed 
this  suspension  took  place  by  the  mutual  assent  of  the  contracting 
It  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  agent  of  the  Government  could  not, 
my  interference  upon  his  part,  have  prevented  the  claimant  from 
" '  ig  the  engine.    The  agent  had  no  such  authority.     It  was,  there- 
it  seems  to  the  committee,  entirely  at  the  election  of  the  claimant 
to  on  and  complete  his  job,  or  to  suspend  it    If  he  agreed  or  assented 
|ne  suspension,  he  has  no  ground  of  claim.    The  committee,  under 
circumstances  of  this  case,  believe  that  the  claimant  supposed  at  the 
that  it  would  not  be  prejudicial  to  his  interest  to  suspend,  because 
was  immediately  employed  by  an  agent  of  the  Government  to  con- 
tt  an  engine  of  less  power,  which  he  did,  and  for  which  he  was  paid, 
jhe  7th  June,  1828,  the  claimant  was  paid  another  thousand  dollars; 

*  RiVcs,  printei* 
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and  it  cannot  fail  to  occur  to  the  committee,  if  the  claimant  con 
finished  the  engine  between  the  10th  and  25th  of  November,  18 
it  is  unaccountable  that  it  was  not  completed  and  in  readiness  tc 
livered  on  this  7th  of  June,  1828.  It  further  appears  that  anotl 
ment  was  made  in  May,  and  another  in  September,  1829 ;  and  i 
to  infer  that  these  payments  were  made  under  that  part  of  the  c 
which  directs  the  mode  of  payment  The  engine  was  not  erecte 
1832,  anjLjt  appears  that  the  last  payment  was  made  on  the  14th  I 
ber,  1832  ,  The  committee  cannot  agree  that  the  Government  is 
to  pay  damage  in  any  form  for  the  non-fulfilment  of  this  contract, 
it  is  aistinctly  made  to  appear  that  by  the  act  of  the  Governmei 
without  the  assent  of  the  claimant)  he  was  prevented  from  complet 
contract  In  this  case,  there  is  nothing  which  goes  to  show  t 
claimant  was  prevented  from  completing  the  boilers  and  finishi 
engine  by  the  interference  of  the  agent  of  the  Government  In  fi 
committee  cannot  understand  how  any  such  interference,  if  antfa 
could  have  necessarily  led  to  any  such  consequence.  The  inter 
of  the  agent  could  not  have  lessened  the  power  of  the  claimant  1 
done  all  he  was  required  to  do  under  the  contract,  except  to  er 
engine  in  the  navy  yard,  which  would  have  been  attended  wi 
little  expense.  If  he  had  done  this,  and  had  showed  himself  in  m 
to  have  put  up  the  engine,  and  had  been  prevented  by  the  act 
agent,  then  the  claimant  might  have  had  good  ground  of  claim 
remuneration.  But  this  is  not  in  evidence ;  and  the  subsequent 
rences  hereinbefore  recited  furnish  evidence  satisfactory  to  die  cod 
that  such  could  not  have  been  the  feet 

The  committee,  therefore,  must  again  recommend  the  rejection 
bill. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  8, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

oft  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Ljfttleton  Harper  j  report : 

etitioner  represents  that  he  served  under  Colonel  Murphy  after 
(kiss's  defeat,  in  1780,  and  was  in  several  engagements  m  break- 
he  tones ;  and  that  in  1781  he  served  six  months  in  the  draughted 

(South  Carolina)  militia,  and  afterward  was  placed  under  the 
m  of  Colonel  Harding,  in  Marion's  brigade,  at  the  battle  at  Eutaw 
;  and  continued  in  service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
whittington  says  (not  upon  oath")  that  he  knows  that  Harper  was 
ttkmary  soldier ;  that  they  fought  together  in  three  battles :  one 
Uonel  Murphy  with  the  tones  going  to  join  the  British  at  Cam- 
io  under  Captain  Henson,  against  another  gang  of  tones  going  to 
B  place ;  and  the  third,  as  draughted  militiamen  under  General  Mar 
Botaw  Springs.  Whittington  states  no  time  of  service,  and  gives 
l  The  year,  or  season  of  the  year,  or  whether  the  service  was 
id  in  one  year  alone,  is  not  specified. 

Roberts  certifies  that  he  has  often  heard  Harper  talk  of  his  Revo- 
f  services ;  but  states  nothing  of  his  own  knowledge. 
m  says  that  he  had  a  discharge,  which  was  lost  or  destroyed.  He 
a  in  1766,  in  Marlborough  district,  South  Carolina,  where  he  lived 
1,  when  he  moved  to  the  now  State  of  Mississippi,  and  from  thence 
bell  parish,  Louisiana.  The  sheriff  of  said  Caldwell  and  nine 
patlemen  certify  that  the  statements  by  Harper,  Whittington,  and 
i,  are  entitled  to  full  credit 

jute  possible  that  Harper  may  have  served  as  stated,  but  the  tes- 
is  altogether  too  vague  and  uncertain  to  justify  the  committee  in 
m  a  bill  for  his  relief.  They  present  for  the  consideration  of  the 
As  accompanying  resolution : 

htdj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted, 
tmn,  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  8, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

mmnittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Eliza- 
beth  Johnson  and  Ann  Hughes,  report : 

petitioners  pray  for  a  pension  on  account  of  the  Revolutionary  ser- 
f  James  Yanosten,  whose  children  and  sole  heirs-at-law  they  claim 
A  mnilAT  application  has  been  reported  against  by  this  committee 
die  present  session ;  and  the  committee  will  barely  add  now,  that 
nfrr*™*1  a  decided  opinion  against  the  extension  of  the  pension 
>  embrace  such  cases.    The  committee  report  the  following  resolu- 

1md,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
EftSTpriattr* 


■  r  ■ 

f 


i 


i 


y 


i  ■* 


3orom*ss,  [  SENATE.  ]  f  455 1 


MEMORIAL  var-,.^/ 

or 

THE  NEW  YORK  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE, 
pinst  the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  March  2,  1837,  "  concerning  Pilots.79 


May  11,  1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates,  in 

Congress  assembled: 

0 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York 

'FULLY  REPRESENTS  : 

this  chamber  has  been  informed  that  the  pilots  for  this  port,  licensed 
State,  are  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  Congress,  ap- 
March  2, 1837,  authorizing  the  commanders  of  vessels  coming  into 
_  out  of  any  port  situated  upon  waters  which  aie  the  boundary  be- 
two  States,  to  employ  any  pilot,  duly  licensed  and  authorized  by  law, 
of  the  States  ;  and  the  principal  grounds,  as  the  chamber  is  inform- 
which  the  application  for  repeal  is  founded,  are,  that  the  New  York 
are  sufficient  in  number  for  the  commerce  of  the  port,  and  that  the 
1  Jersey  pilots  are  not  competent  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
chamber,  however,  is  of  opinion  that  the  extended  commerce  of  this 
which  is  continually  increasing,  will  furnish  employment  for  corn- 
pilots  from  both  States ;  for  complaints  of  the  effects  of  the  monopoly 
ly  existing,  when  New  York  pilots  only  were  employed,  have  been 
standing,  and  were  but  too  well  founded ;  and,  as  regards  the  com- 
of  the  New  Jersey  pilots,  the  fact  has  been  established' by  our  marine 
companies  (who  are  not  only  the  most  competent  parties  to  judge, 
a  regard  to  their  own  interests,  are  also  most  likely  to  decide  cor- 
tbat  fewer  accidents  have  occurred  to  vessels  under  charge  of  the 
pilots,  than  to  those  under  the  management  of  their  opponents, 
the  advantages  resulting  from  the  law  of  Congress,  is  that  arising 
more  frequent  use  of  the  new  channel,  called  Gedney's  channel, 
has  not  been  a  favorite  with  the  New.  York  pilots,  and  of  course  not 
understood  ;  and  in  the  late  instance  of  the  United  States  frigate 
1  sea,  having  one  of  our  most  competent  New  York  pilots,  as  well  as 
Jersey  pilot  on  board,  the  former  declined  to  take  charge,  while  the 
conducted  the  ship  in  safety  to  sea,  through  the  new  channel,  with 
four  feet  more  water  than  existed  in  the  other  channel, 
the  most  important  benefit  resulting  from  the  law  is  felt  in  the  eom- 
that  has  sprung  up,  and  which  contrasts  so  favorably  with  the  in- 

fAlirei,  printers. 
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jurious  effects  of  the  combination  previously  existing  among  the  New  Yon 
pilots.  The  loss  and  danger  to  our  commerce,  arising  from  the  neglect  d 
our  pilots,  who  formerly  rarely  ventured  out  beyond  the  waters  of  the  lowij 
bay,  was  long  a  subject  of  just  reproach,  and  called  loudly  for  redrew! 
whereas,  now,  pilot  boats  are  continually  found  boarding  vessels  fifty  rsim 
from  port ;  a  circumstance  almost  unknown  during  the  existence  of  tbl 
former  monopoly. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  no  injury,  justly  worthy  of  complaint,  can  remit 
to  the  New  York  pilots  from  the  law,  and  as  the  advantages  attending  iff 
operation  are  alike  manifest  and  important,  as  well  as  essential  to  the  «fet| 
of  our  trade  and  commerce,  your  memorialists  would  respectfully  reqoei 
that  the  law  in  question  may  be  allowed  to  remain  in  force. 

ISAAC  CAROW,        . 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York.  ■ 

Edward  A.  B.  Graves,  Secretary. 

New  York,  May  5, 1840. 


New  York,  May  6, 1840.  j 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  memorial  passed  yesterday,  at  a  faj 

meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  without  a  dissenting  voice ;  whM 

you  will  please  lay  before  the  Senate  at  your  earliest  convenience.  ] 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ! 

EDWARD  A.  B.  GRATES,     i 
Secretary  of  N.  Y.  C.  C  ' 
Hon.  Silas  Wright, 

United  States  Senate,  Washington. 


i 

4 
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iSurieu. 
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I  MEMORIAL 


» 


OP 


IMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OP  GEORGETOWN,  IN  THE  DIS- 
TRICT OF  COLUMBIA, 


PRAYING 


adoption  of  measures  to  compel  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  wind  up  their  affairs. 


May  11,  1840. 

Inferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Georgetown,  D.  C, 

'fully  represents:   * 

the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
is  a  gross  and  palpable  violation  of  their  charters,  by  which  val- 
privileges  were  conferred  upon  them ;  that  it  is  an  outrage  upon  the 
sense  of  the  community  in  which  they  are  situated,  debasing  and 
"   ,ing  in  its  tendency  and  example  ;  and  a  grievous  injury  and  op- 
upon  those  who  are  compelled  to  take  their  notes  at  their  nominal 
in  payment  for  their  labor. 
the  mere  association  of  a  number  of  individuals  in  the  form  of  a 
company,  gives  them  no  license  for  dishonesty,  or  impunity  for 
in  their  aggregate,  more  than  in  their  individual  capacity, 
the  banking  institutions  of  the  District  having  been  chartered  pro- 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  and  convenience  of  the 
its  thereof,  we  are  the  best,  and  should  be  the  only  judges  in  what 
our  interests  and  convenience  are  best  promoted, 
at  the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  banks  of  this  District,  in  the 
week  of  October,  1839,  they  had  in  circulation  upward  of  seven 
thousand  paper  dollars,  which  by  that  act  were  depreciated  12£ 
inflicting  a  loss  of  upward  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  on 
srs  thereof;  that  the  rates  of  depreciation  since  that  period,  have 
from  12£  to  8  per  cent.,  thus  filching  from  the  working-man,  from 
ith  to  one-twelfth  of  the  nominal  amount  received  as  the  wages  of 

J. 

the  practical  operation  of  this  state  of  things  in  the  District  is,  that 

i those  who  are  in  the  service  of  the  Government  receive  their  com- 

in  gold  and  silver,  their  neighbors  are  compelled  to  receive,  as  a. 

Ml  SUrts,  printer*. 


return  for  their  labor,  depreciated  bank  paper ;  thus  constituting,  em 
cdUy,  one  currency  for  the  Government  and  another  far  the  people. 
They,  therefore,  pray  your  honorable  body  to  take  such  mease 
may,  at  the  earliest  possible  day,  compel  the  banks  of  the  District  t 
their  obligations  by  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  or  that  they 
quired  to  assign  their  property  for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors,  anc 
up  their  affairs. 


James  A.  Ratcliff, 
Robert  S.  Clements, 
W.  M.  Walling, 
Wm.  F.  Upperman, 
Michael  Miller, 
Joseph  McGlain, 
Thomas  O.  Warren, 
Samuel  C.  Pauly, 
John  Tenent, 
John  Hurdle, 
E.  B.  Mountz, 
John  Mareins, 
William  King,  jr., 
John  Paul, 
Edward  Deeble, 
William  O.  Lovejoy, 
John  Eastin, 
Thomas  H.  Paul, 
James  Meem, 
James  W.  Clements, 
Robert  Rowlings, 
William  Adams, 
William  Williams, 
E.  T.  Offutt, 
Samuel  S.  Fe arson, 


Joseph  N.  Fearson, 
William  Pomery, 
Gideon  Pearce, 
Robert  White, 
R.  Jones, 
Charles  S.  Jones, 
Charles  Reily, 
Richard  Ballenger, 
James  A.  Simpson, 
Thomas  K.  Wilson, 
John  Garrett, 
Walter  C.  Pierce, 
Andrew  Pauly, 
Samuel  Davis, 
George  R.  Hilton, 
Richard  Flowers, 
James  B.  Grennell, 
Robert  Johnson, 
William  Johnson, 
J.  H.  Knott, 
William  Remington, 
Levin  Jones, 
Henry  Upperman, 
Jesse  Leatherbury. 
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Aatioii 


MESSAGE 


FROM 


IE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

ri  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  saU 
or  exchange  of  Government  drafts  for  bank-notes. 


May  11, 1840. 
Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


It  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

tfart  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  of  Die- 
tor  last,  i  herewith  submit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
I  the  documents  therein  referred  Co. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Ut  11, 1840. 


r 


Treasury  Department,  Marcft  28, 1840. 

I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  this  report,  in  pursuance  of  your  call 
this  department,  to  furnish  the  information  connected  with  it,  required 
following  resolution,  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  29th  of  December 

toed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause 

inquiries  to  be  made  of  all  disbursing  officers  and  agents,  and  all 

»rs  (the  Post  Office  Department  inclusive),  to  ascertain  from  them 

they  have  sold  or  exchanged  Government  drafts  or  other  Govern- 

[londs,  or  their  own  drafts  on  the  Government,  during  the  years  1838 

B9t  for  paper  money  of  the  following  descriptions : 

Bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  notes 

denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 
Bank-notes  of  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  especially 
4  a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 

Foat-noCes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  especially 
soch  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  one  hundred  dollars ;  also,  of 
^denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  and  which  had  been  made  payable 
than  sixty  days  after  date,  or  which  were  not  due,  or  which  had 
[altered  by  the  pen  ;  and  if  so,  that  they  report  the  times  and  places  of 
[tales  or  exchanges,  and  with  whom  made,  and  the  amounts  so  sold  or 
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"  Also,  that  the  President  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  name 
bursing  officer,  agent,  or  contractor,  who  shall  fail  to  answer  the 
inquiries  in  a  reasonable  time.  Also,  that  he  communicate  a  li 
Treasury  or  Post  Office  drafts  in  favor  of  disbursing  officers,  a 
contractors,  for  the  years  1838  and  1839,  as  shall  appear  to  have 
with  the  names  of  the  endorsers,  and  to  whom  paid." 

The  statements  of  the  disbursing  agent  of  this  department,  and  o 
al  offices,  marked  A  1  to  13,  herewith  enclosed,  show  the  facts 
regard  to  them  respectively. 

Statements  of  the  officers  charged  with  disbursements  on  acco 
survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  manufacture  oi 
weights  and  measures,  marked  B  1  to  4,  are  also  subjoined. 

Statements  of  the  agents  who  have  disbursed  public  money  o 
of  the  erection  of  custom-houses,  marine  hospitals,  and  the  public  \ 
at  Baltimore,  marked  C  1  to  5,  are  added. 

A  list  of  all  the  drafts  in  favor  of  disbursing  officers,  agents,  and 
ors  for  the  years  1838  and  1839,  which  shall  appear  to  have  been 
the  names  of  the  endorsers,  and  to  whom  paid,  would  impose  a  di 
Treasurer's  office,  which  could  only  be  performed  by  giving  the 
almost  every  draft  sent  from  his  office  during  those  two  years. 

These  drafts  are  several  thousands  in  number.  Were  a  statemc 
ed  showing  the  endorsements  thereon,  and  the  names  of  the  indr 
whom  paid,  it  would  still  be  impracticable  without  additional  ei 
distinguish  the  cases  of  actual  sale,  from  those  of  deposite  or  exel 
specie.  I  have  not,  therefore,  required  the  Treasurer  to  prepare  su 
but  all  the  certain  information  as  to  sales  and  exchanges  of  drafts,  i 
purview  of  the  resolution,  made  by  officers  and  agents  of  this  d 
which  could  be  obtained,  has  been  procured  and  is  submitted  in 
meats  enumerated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 
Secretary  of  the  2 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


A  1. 


Treasury  Department,  February 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  inquiries,  contained  in  your  circular  tod 
officers,  respecting  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Government  drai^ 
Government  funds,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839,  for  tht  pfi 
ey  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  atatotfatf 
stance,  whatever,  has  any  such  exchange  been  made  by  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.BI4 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  if  the  Treasury. 
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A  2. 

Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller's  Office,  February  14, 1840. 

have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in 
lur  of  the  5th  ultimo,  this  day  received,  that  I  have  never,  as  the 
ageut  of  this  office,  sold  or  exchanged  Government  drafts,  or 
2inment  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  upon  the  Government,  during 
L838  and  1839,  for  the  bank-notes  or  post-notes  of  the  late  or  pres- 
of  the  United  States,  of  any  description  whatever. 

"With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WOOD. 
bvi  Woodbury, 

&9cr€t<MTy  of  the  Treasury. 


A  3. 


Treasury  Department, 
Second  Comptroller's  Office,  February  14,  L840. 

1  have  this  day  received  your  circular,  dated  the  5th  ultimo,  re- 
o  be  informed  if,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839, 1  have  exchang- 
overnment  drafts  or  funds  for  those  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of 
ed  States,  &c. 

•wer  to  which,  I  would  respectfully  state,  that  1  have  not  sold  or 
d  the  Government  funds  for  those  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the 
States,  in  any  shape  whatever,  within  the  period  specified, 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant.  J.  SEAVER, 

Agent  for  disbursing  the  salaries  and  contingencies 

of  the  Second  Comptroller's  office. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A  4. 


Treasury  Department, 
First  Auditor's  Office,  February  15, 1840. 

I  received  your  circular  of  the  5th  ultimo  on  yesterday,  and,  in  an- 
il, have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that,  as  disbursing  agent  of  this 
did  not,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839,  sell  or  exchange  GbVern- 
rafts,  or  Government  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  the  Government, 
k-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  bank-notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  especially  notes  of  either  of  said  banks 
I  denomination  than  twenty  dollars.  Neither  have  I,  during  said 
K>ld  or  exchanged  any  such  drafts  or  funds  aforesaid,  for  post-notes 
resent  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  any  such  notes  of 
nomination  than  one  hundred  dollars ;  or  of  a  less  denomination 
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than  twenty  dollars  which  had  been  made  payable  at  more  than  sixty 

after  date,  or  which  were  not  due,  or  which  had  been  altered  by  the  pe 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  A.MAH0! 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  x 


A  5. 


Treasury  Departmekt, 
Second  Auditors  OJice,  February  li, 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  printed  circular  of  the  5th  ultimo,  this  day 
addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  all  disbursing  of 
agents  of  his  department,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  only  fill 
office  is  charged  with  the  disbursement  of,  are  those  appropriated  fori 
tingent  expenses ;  that,  as  regards  these  funds,  the  uniform  practice 
deposite  the  Treasury  draft,  issued  to  meet  the  demands,  in  the  Bank ' 
Metropolis  to  the  credit  of  the  Auditor ;  and  on  which  institution  h»< 
are  drawn  in  favor  of  the  claimants. 

Under  this  arrangement,  no  sale  or  exchange  of  Government 
taken  place,  nor  bank  notes  of  any  description  come  into  the 
the  undersigned. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A  6. 


Third  Auditor's  Office,  February  14,  1841 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  this  morning  to  receive  your  "circular  to  alii 
bursing  officers  and  agents  and  all  contractors  employed  by  the  Tree* 
Department,"  under  date  of  the  5th  ultimo,  in  which  you  request  to  to  1 
nished  with  specific  statements  upon  the  several  points  raised  by  the  ttt\ 
tion  adopted  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  safer" 
change  of  Government  drafts  or  other  Government  funds  during  the 
1838  and  1839,  for  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
or  post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  so  lor  ai 
transactions. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  1  have  the  honor  to  state,  Apt Ij 
in  no  case  during  the  years  1838  and  1839,  sold  or  exchanged  Gotei 
drafts  or  Government  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  the  Government 
notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  the  notes  or  post-ncia 
present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  any  description  or  draonuDamjT 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,    „ 

J.  THOMPSON,  Agq 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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A  7. 

Treasury  Department, 
Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  February  15,  1840. 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your  circular  of  the  6th  ult., 
on  "all  disbursing  officers  and  agents,"  &c,  &c,  for  a  reply  to  the 
oil  adopted   by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  the  following 

Mfact,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause 
per  inquiries  to  be  made  of  all  disbursing  officers  and  agents,  and  all 
lore  (the  Post  Office  Department  inclusive),  to  ascertain  from  them 
f  they  have  sold  or  exchanged  Government  drafts  or  other  Govern- 
inds,  or  their  own  drafts  on  the  Government,  during  the  years  1838 
39,  for  paper  money  of  the  following  descriptions : 
Bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  notes 
■  denomination  than  $20. 

Bank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  especially 
if  a  less  denomination  than  $20. 

Pout-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  especially 
'such  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  $100 ;  also,  of  a  less  denom- 
I  than  $20,  and  which  had  been  made  payable  at  more  than  sixty 
tier  date,  or  which  were  not  due,  or  which  had  been  altered  by  the 
iodifso,  that  they  report  the  times  and  places  of  such  sales  or  ex* 
js,  and  with  whom  made,  and  the  amount  so  sold  or  exchanged." 
mswer,  I  hereby  explicitly  state  that  1  have  not  within  the  period 
ned  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  sold  or  exchanged  Government  drafts 
W  Government  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  the  Government,  for  pa- 
DQey  of  either  of  the  descriptions  specified  in  the  said  resolution. 
ave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GILLISS,  Agent 
for  paying  contingent  expenses.  4th  Auditor's  Office. 
».  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[Enclosure  of  A  7.] 

Treasury  Department, 
Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  February  17,  1840. 

t:  Your  "  circular  to  all  disbursing  officers  and  agents,  and  all  con- 
employed  by  the  Treasury  Department,7' dated  the  5th  January, 
[was  shown  to  nu\  for  the  first  time,  on  the  14th  instant. 

liance  with  the  requisitions  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the 
referred  to  therein,  and  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
agent  for  paying  the  salaries  in  this  office,  I  sold,  on  the  28th  De- 
1830,  to  Charles  J.  Nourse,  Esq.,  broker  and  commission  merchant, 
liogton,  a  Treasury  draft,  drawn  in  my  favor  on  the  collector  of  the 
in  Alexandria,  for  $1,765  50  to  be  paid,  in  part,  in  bank  notes, 
in  the  District,  without  further  specification  of  such  notes.    The 
of  the  draft  was  made  by  Mr.  Nourse,  partly  in  specie,  say  about 
the  residue  in  notes  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United 
>  of  the  denominations  of  hundreds,  fifties,  twenties,  and,  as  well  as  I 
led,  one  or  two  of  tens ;  which  notes  were,  on  the  same  day,  deposited 
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to  my  credit  as  agent  in  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  (the  bank  in  w 
had  been  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  keep  my 
agent),  and  drawn  out  by  checks  in  favor  of  the  persons  to  whom  it 
due. 

I  have  the  honor  further  to  state  that,  I  have  not  "sold  or 
Government  drafts  or  other  Government  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  m 
Government,"  during  the  years  1838  and  1839,  with  Any  other  u 
ing  than  that  they  were  to  be  paid  for  in  notes  current  in  the  District, 
out  specifying  the  notes  of  any  particular*  bank,  nor  have  I  received  p*i 
ment  for  any  Treasury  drafts  during  that  period,  in  the  notes  of  the  M 
sylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States,  except  for  the  one  befbre-mentimdj 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant,  r 

T.  H.  GILLiSS,  Agwt 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  '■ 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A  8. 


Office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treabtot, 

February  14, 

Sir:  In  reply  to  a  circular  received  this  day  from  the  Treasury 
ment,  and  dated  January  5,  1840,  addressed  to  me  as  disbursing 
the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  requiring  to  know 
I  have,  in  the  years  1838  and  1839,  sold  or  exchanged  Government 
or  Government  funds,  for  bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  I 
for  bank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  for  port 
of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  &c,  &c. 

I  have  to  state  that  in  no  instance  have  I  sold  or  exchanged  Goi 
drafts  or  funds  for  paper  money  of  the  description  above  recited. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sernnt, 

JOHN  DEVLIN, 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A  9. 


Auditor's  Office  of  the  TnuMrftTi 
Post  Office  Department,  February  lit 

Sir  :   Upon  the  subject  of  your  circular  letter  to  disbuniif 
agents,  and  contractors,  employed  by  the  Treasury  Department,  of 
ultimo,  received  at  this  office  yesterday  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  tta) 
moneys  appropriated  for  the  contingencies  of  this  office  for  the  yetf 
and  the  year  1839,  were  drawn  from  the  Treasury  and  dirfmried r 
and  that  the  moneys  appropriated  for  salaries  in  this  office  for  the 
riod,  were  paid  out  by  N.  Tastet  as  agent,  until  the  30th  April.  W 
by  Richard  Dement,  from  that  date.     With  this  explanation,  I  beg' 
reply  to  the  three  points  of  inquiry  in  your  letter,  in  the  negative. 
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her  have  Government  drafts  on  account  of  either  of  the  above-men* 
binds,  been  sold  or  exchanged,  in  any  case,  for  notes  of  the  late  or 
l  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  for  the  post  notes  of  the  latter. 
tie  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  GARDNER,  Auditor.. 
iLbvi  Woodbtxry, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A  10. 


Treasury  Department, 
Register's  Office,  February  14,  1840. 

it:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant, 
lhare  not,  as  disbursing  agent  of  this  office,  sold  or  exchanged  Gov- 
pnt  drafts  or  other  Government  funds,  or  my  drafts  on  the  Govern- 
or the  bank-notes  or  post-notes  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the 
States,  unless  they  were  received  without  special  notice,  with  other 
lament  in  this  District. 
nre  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

MICHAEL  NOURSE. 
Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A  11. 


Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
:  February  14,  1840. 

fa:  In  reply  to  your  circular  of  the  5th  ultimo,  received  this  day,  and  in 

to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  therein  con- 

.  I  have  the  honor  to  report :  That,  as  agent  for  paying  salaries  in  the 

lef  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  I  have,  during  the  years  1 838  and 

(itceived  at  the  close  of  each  month,  "  Government  drafts,"  or  (occa- 

i)  Treasury  notes,  for  the  amount  of  salaries  which  had  accrued  du* 

month.    These  drafts  or  "  other  funds"  being,  in  fact,  the  joint 

of  the  Treasurer,  his  clerks,  and  messenger,  as  compensation  for 

rendered,  have  been  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 

interested  ;  but  they  have,  in  no  instance,  been  sold  or  exchanged 

ly  for  paper  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  any 

tgh  it  has  occasionally  happened  that  a  few  of  the  notes  of  this 

j  have  been  received,  among  the  notes  of  other  banks,  in  exchange 

drafts,  and  distributed  therewith  among  the  parties  concerned,  with- 

_  note  of  their  denominations  or  amount.    1  am,  therefore,  entirely 

Mnrespond  more  particularly  to  the  several  propositions  contained 

solution,  and  can  only  add  my  impression  that,  in  the  two  years, 

int  of  paper  of  this  institution  received  by  me  for  this  purpose,  has 

~  two  thousand  dollars, 
it  for  paying  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  office,  1  have  received* 
Ihe  aforesaid  period,  and  prior  to  the  late  suspension  of  specie  pay* 
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ments,  no  other  funds  (with  one  exception)  than  drafts  on,  or  payal 
the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis ;  which  drafts,  including  the  one  except 
draft  on  the  collector  at  New  York  for  $300),  have  been  deposited  I 
official  credit  in  the  said  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  and  checked  oat  j 
quired. 

Since  the  last  suspension  of  specie  payments,  I  have  received  bat. 
draft  on  this  account,  which,  being  on  New  York,  was  exchanged  for 
cie,  and  the  identical  specie  was  used  in  my  disbursements. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  RANDOLPH. 
Agent  for  the  Treasurer's  Ofic 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


A  12. 


Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasure 

February  17, 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  circular  of  the  6th 
addressed  to  me  as  disbursing  agent  of  the  office  of  the  Solicitor 
Treasury,  and  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  UmtaL 
therein  contained,  beg  leave  to  state  that,  during  the  years  1838  and 
the  amount  of  the  salaries  due  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  his  ~ 
messenger,  were  placed  in  my  hands  in  "  Government  drafts;9 
vious  to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  of  this  District,! 
drafts  were  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  to  my  credit,  audi  * 
given  to  the  several  gentlemen  of  the  office,  for  the  amounts  due 
Since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  these  drafts  have  been 
rectly  to  the  gentlemen  interested,  leaving  them  to  make  such  dii 
them  as  best  suited  their  convenience.  The  contingent  fund  of  tto< 
has,  in  like  manner,  been  paid  me  in  "  Government  drafts,"  which 
also  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  and  disbursed  in  check* 
the  said  bank.  In  no  instance  have  they  been  sold  or  exchanged tyj 
for  notes  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Doabtk*4 
gendemen  interested  have  frequently  received  bank  paper  in  exchange 
them,  and  probably,  in  some  instances,  paper  of  the  Bank  of  thebul 
States,  but  to  what  amount  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

NICHOLAS  HARPUM?"i< 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  \ 


—  j 

A  13.  I 

i 

General  Land  Office,  February  17, 184( 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  If 
of  the  5th  ultimo,  addressed  "  to  all  disbursing  officers  and  agents  ant 
contractors  employed  by  the  Treasury  Department,"  and  requeuing  H 
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hed  with  statements  upon  the  several  points  raised  by  the  resolution 

Senate  therein  recited. 

reply,  I  have  to  state  that,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839, 1  have  not 

nged  the   Government  funds  (Treasury  drafts  and  Treasury  notes) 

I  in  my  hands,  for  notes  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the  United 

i}  or  for  post  notes  of  either  of  them. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  FITZHUGH,  Agent. 
d.  Levi   Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

S.  Your  letter  to  which  this  is  intended  as  a  reply,  was  not  received 
the  14th  instant. 


B  1. 


Springfield,  January  13,  1840. 

1  have  the  honor  to  acknowlege  the  receipt  of  your  circular  of  the 

it.     In  reply  to  same  I  have  to  state,  that  I  have  neither  "sold  nor 

Government  drafts  or  other  funds"  at  any  time  to  any  person. 

lands  received  by  me  for  disbursements  for  account  of  the  coast 

F,  Are  placed  in  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  America,  New  York,  and 

its  made  by  me  to  persons  employed,  and  for  articles  purchased, 

checks  on  that  institution. 

Ike  13th  March,  1838, 1  received  a  remittance  of  $6,000  in  Treasure 
notes  were  sent  to  the  Bank  of  America,  and  I  was  there  crea- 
l  per  cent,  advance  on  the  same  (amounting  to  $7  50).    This 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  as  will  be  seen  by  refer- 
my  account  current  for  first  quarter  of  1838. 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  SWIFT, 

Disbursing  Officer. 
Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


B  2. 


Washington,  February  6,  1840. 

j:  In  answer  to. your  circular  of  the  6th  of  January,  I  have  respect- 
Kto  state,  that  I  have  never  sold  or  exchanged  Government  drafts,  or 
^Government  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  the  Government,  or  pur- 
J  post-notes  in  any  instance  whatever, 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  R.  GEDNEY, 

Lieutenant  Commanding* 
Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury %  Washington.  JD.  C' 
2 
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B  3, 

Washington,  January  10,  II 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  circular  of  the  6th  instant,  I  beg  to  stated 
have  never  sold  or  exchanged  any  Government  draft,  or  any  other  O 
meut  funds  intrusted  to  me.  for  paper  money  of  the  late  or  present  tt 
the  United  States,  of  any  description  whatever. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  BLAKE, 
Disbursing  Agent  of  coast  sun 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 


B  4. 


Frankford  Arsenal,  January  9,  IS 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  circular  of  the  6th  instant,  I  have  the  boa 
state,  that,  so  far  as  regards  the  disbursements  made  by  me  on  accou 
weights  and  measures,  I  have  never  exchanged  funds  so  intrusted  to 
for  notes  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  the  inqai 
the  circular  extends  beyond  my  immediate  agency  under  your  depulf 
I  beg  to  state,  that,  in  exchanging  Treasury  drafts,  or  notes,  fcr 
rent  funds  of  less  denomination,  to  facilitate  the  payment  to  the  hmd 
chanics  at  the  Washington  arsenal,  in  the  temporary  absence  of  tht'< 
master,  United  States  Bank  notes  may  possibly,  in  part,  have  beennety 
but  no  such  exchange  was  ever  made  by  mc,  in  reference  to  the  Qj 
States  or  other  banks,  only  so  far  as  their  notes  were  current  at  Wasbiflj 
In  all  such  cases,  where  premium  accrued,  it  was  paid  over  to  the  hired 
chanics,  and  the  fact  noted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO,  D.  RAMSAY, 


Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Captain  of  Ordum 


0  1. 


Boston,  January  11, 181 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  a  letter  from  the  depute 
under  date  of  the  6th  instant,  to  hand  this  day,  requesting  answers  to 
tain  questions  as  therein  stated. 

In  reply,  I  deem  it  sufficient  to  state  that  all  warrants  and  drafts  I 
mitted  to  me  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  as  disbursing  a 
for  erecting  a  new  custom-house  in  Boston,  have  been  collected  in  *| 
or  its  equivalent,  and  all  disbursements  have  been  made  in  specie,  < 
equivalent,  viz :  in  bills  of  specie-paying  banks. 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROB.  G.  SHAW, 
Disbursing  Commiuim 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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C2. 

HD  COUNTY  OP  NEW  YORK. 

liter  Bowne,  taing  solemnly  sworn,  doth  hereby  swear,  that  I  have 
ing  the  yeurs  1838  or  1839,  either  sold  or  exchanged  any  funds  of, 
s  of,  the  Government,  for  any  bank-notes,  either  of  the  present  or 
tted  States  Bank,  or  any  of  the  post-notes  of  the  present  United 
lank. 

WALTER  BOWNE, 
Com.  and  Dis.  Agent  of  N.  Y.  Custom-house  building. 

rn  to  before  me,  this  tenth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1840. 

ISAAC  L.  VARIAN,  Mayor. 


0  3. 


Collector's  Oppice, 
New  Orleans,  January  19,  1840. 

i:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  circular,  dated 
it  instant,  addressed  to  all  disbursing  officers  and  agents,  and  con* 
ii  employed  by  the  Treasury  Department.  In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to 
[that  no  transactions  of  the  kind,  mentioned  in  said  circular,  have 
Fflace  in  my  office  since  I  have  entered  upon  the  duties  of  collector; 
lit  I  am  informed  that  it  has  also  been  the  case  with  my  predecessor. 
I  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  MINER,  Collector. 
Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


k 


C4. 


Mobile,  January  16,  1840. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  circular  from  the 
Department,  on  the  subject  of  Treasury  drafts,  &c,  dated  6th  in- 
land have  only  to  reply,  to  the  three  articles  of  inquiry,  that  none  of 
inquiries  have  any  relation  to  me,  not  having  sold  any  Treasury 
er  any  other  funds,  or  dealt,  in  any  manner  or  form,  in  notes  of  the 
8tates  Bank,  or  any  other  bank,  so  that  my  answer  is  negative  to 
subjects  of  inquiry. 
-I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  B.  HOGAN,  Collector, 
and  Agent  for  the  erection  of  Marine  Hospital. 
Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[ 

sS.  As  I  am  addressed  as  agent  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital, 

toOector,  I  can  state  I  have  never  received  but  one  draft  of  $4,000  to 

hm  a  lot  for  the  marine  hospital,  and  it  was  paid  iu  specie  to  Joshua 

•edy. 
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C5. 


Office  of  Commissioners 

for  building  a  public  warehouse, 

Baltimore,  January  8,  If 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  interrogatories  propounded  in  your  circular  of 
6th  instant,  we  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  we  have  not  "stridor 
changed  Government  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds,"  or  oar 
drafts  on  the  Government,  for  either  description  of  paper  money 
to,  or  any  other. 

The  drafts  remitted  us,  on  account  of  disbursements  under  ourcood 
have  been  uniformly  deposited  to  our  credit  in  the  Franklin  Bank,  ml 
city,  and  checked  upon  as  the  disbursements  were  made.  r* 

With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant^ 

JOSEPH  WHITE, 
JAS.  HOWARD,        ! 
Commissimff^ 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

•a 
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fSemoit. 


MEMORIAL 

or 

A  NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OF  WISKONSIN, 

■■  PRATING 

vmifirmatUm  of  the  title  of  Francis  Laventure  and  others  to  certain 

lands  in  Milwaukie. 


May  12,  1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

Slates,  in  Congress  assembled: 

trial  of  the  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Milwaukie 

and  Territory  of  Wiskonsin, 

•FTJLLY  REPRESENTS : 

in  the  summer  of  1835,  Francis  Laventure,  Ebenezer  Child*,  and 
Thompson,  of  Green  Bay,  in  said  Territory,  being  possessed  of  three 
_  rights  under  the  pre  emption  law  of  19th  of  June,  1834,  located  the 
[agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  said  law,  upon  lots  one,  two,  and  three, 
'  id  thirty- two,  township  seven,  range  twenty- two,  at  the  Green  Bay 
and  received  the  receiver's  receipts  for  the  same. 
same  summer  of  1835,  and  at  the  time  of  the  locating  the  said 
rights,  these  lands  were,  by  proclamation  of  the  late  Presideut  of  the 
Stales,  ordered  to  be  sold  at  Green  Bay,  in  the  month  of  September 
year.     At  that  time  the  whole  of  said  township  seven  was  sold,  ex- 
tracts as  had  previously  been  obtained  by  pre-emption  or  floating 

the  purchase  of  these  lands  of  the  United  States  in  1S35,  the  ori- 
tasers,  and  those  who  hold  under  them,  held  undisputed  posses- 
premises  until  the  month  of  May,  1838,  when  they  learned  with 
thai  the  floating  rights  of  the  abovenamed  individuals  had  been 
,  and  that  an  order  had  been  issued  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office  to  the  land  officers  at  Green  Bay  to  refund  the  pur- 
\j  paid  for  the  same.    This  decision  was  made  upon  the  ground 
loquired  by  the  United  States  at  the  treaty  of  Chicago,  were  not 
\to  the  operations  of  the  preemption  law  of  19th  June,  1834    This* 
i  concluded  on  the  27th  of  September,  1833,  but  was  not  ratified 
of  February,  1835.    The  pre  emption  law  of  1834  required  cui-; 
by  the  settler  in  1833 ;  but,  as  the  above  treaty  was  not  ratified  fill 
time,  no  pre-emption  could  be  obtained  on  any  lands  acquired  by* 
r,  as  any  person  settling  upon  the  same  would  be  a  tresspasser 

fiJUrcs,  printers. 
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upon  the  rights  of  the  Indians.  This  reasoning,  however  sound  it  raaj 
does  not  apply  in  the  present  case,  because  the  pre-emptions  from 
these  floats  originated  were  perfected  upon  lands,  the  title  to  which, 
long  time  previous,  had  been  in  the  United  States.  However  this  a 
may  be  settled,  we  cannot  see  what  bearing  it  can  have  upon  the  till 
lands  in  question,  provided  these  floats  were  located  upon  lands 
the  time  of  such  location,  actually  belonged  to  the  United  Statu. 
act  of  27th  May,  1830,  which  was  revived  by  the  act  of  19th  Jose,  1{ 
provides,  that  where  two  or  more  persons  may  be  settled  upon  the  qi 
section  the  same  may  be  divided,  and  each  of  such  settlers  shall  be 
to  a  pre-emption  of  eighty  acres  elsewhere  in  said  land  district  The 
emptions  from  which  these  floats  originated  were  obtained  under  the 
19th  June,  1834,  and  the  floats  laid  upon  lands  within  the  distri^l 
which,  at  the  very  time  of  these  locations,  were  proclaimed  for  sale  bjf] 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  act  of  Congress  allowing  the  location  of  floats  upon  any  landfi 
the  district,  is  without  reservation  or  restriction ;  and,  in  the  present 
we  can  see  no  reason  for  the  decision  requiring  the  title  to  the  abore " 
to  have  been  in  Government  in  1833.     But  whether  the  title  was 
not  in  the  United  States,  and  even  admitting  it  was  itof,  up  to  the 
the  purchase  by  these  individuals,  yet  Government  assumed  theoi 
and  by  its  agent  guarantied  a  title  to  the  purchasers;  and,  if  the 
rent  now  has  a  title,  so  should  the  title  to  these  purchasers  and 
ing  under  them  be  perfect 

If,  however,  these  points  on  strictly  legal  grounds  should  be 
against  the  present  owners,  still  they  rely  upon  the  justice  and  lil 
Congress  for  "a  confirmation  of  the  titles  to  the  above  lands.    If 
has  been  committed,  it  has  been  by  the  land  officers  at  Green  Bay, 
wioceut  purchasers  under  the  original  owners  are  now  made  to 
this  ignorance  of  their  official  duties.    Since  the  original  entry,  the 
oL  the  lands  embraced  in  the  abovementioned  tracts  have  passed  ' 
original  owners  to  a  large  number  of  innocent  purchasers.    Tl 
have  been  laid  out  into  lots  as  part  of  the  town  of  Milwaukie,  andi 
by  hundreds  of  individuals,  all  of  whom  bought  in  good  farth^pttl 
puces,  and  many  of  them  have  made  valuable  improvements 
posing  no  doubt  existed  as  to  the  validity  of  the  tides,    lfj  after 
three  years,  pre  emptions  allowed  by  the  authorized  agents  of  ~ 
are  to  be  rejected,  there  is  no  safety  in  purchasing  any  lands 
tained,  no  matter  at  what  time  they  may  have  been  purchanA 
course  would  involve  in  ruin,  the  best  citizens  of  the  west,  and 
confidence  in  titles,  whether  derived  from  the  General  Gomsmo 
private  individuals.    It  would  prevent  the  exchange  of  property  lit 
situated,  retard  the  settlement  of  the  country,  and,  in  the  pflSN 
will  seriously  affect  the  interests  of  a  large  number  of  paople^J 
our  inhabitants  in  general  and  ruinous  litigation. 

These  premises  are  a  part  of  the  town  sue  of  Mil  wankia.    ltt< 
of  buildings  aud  other  improvements,  a  large  amount  of: 
expended;  which,  together  with  the  purchase  money, unless, 
these  lands  should  be  confirmed,  will  be  lost  to.  tho  pre  sunt 

In  view,  therefore,  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  oaset  the 
property  involved,  the  number  of  persons  through  whom  Ihotitlaho^ 
and  the  length  ot  time  that  has  elapsed  since  tho  onginal 
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jctfully  ask,  is  it  proper  for  Government  to  make  hundreds  of 
irchasers  suffer  for  the  errors  or  ignorance  of  its  own  officers? 
ore  might  be  said  by  your  memorialists  to  induce  your  honorable 
rant  relief  to  the  present  proprietors  of  the  above  lands.  They 
wever,  that  sufficient  has  appeared  to  recommend  the  matter 
yoar  consideration. 

Knorialists  therefore  pray  that  said  floating  rights  may  be  allowed 
ned,  and  that  patents  may  be  issued  accordingly ;  or  that  such 
'  may  be  granted  to  the  present  proprietors  of  said  lands  as  may 
d  proper.    And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

el  W.  Hill  Thomas  Drought 

sw  E.  Dibble  Robert  Drought 

Hall  Geo.  Drought 

Morse  Joseph  Terry 

B.  Guild  Alexander  Reid 

I  Feck  Edward  S.  Blake 

el  S.  Eaton  John  Moutague 
Beard 


TO  LAND  IN  WISKONStN,  ACCIUIRED  BY  POSSESSION  AND  CTTL- 
IN,  ASD  ACKNOWLEDGED,  RECOGNISED,  OR  CONFIRMED.  BY 
ES,  BY  AC  IS  OF  CESSION,  AND  BY  RESOLUTIONS  AND  ACTS 
5RESS.— By  J.  D.  Doty. 

'  Amity i  Commerce,  and  Navigation,  between  the  United  States 
eat  Bruain  {known  as  Jay's  Treaty)  concluded  Nov.  19,  1794. 

ft,  His  Majesty  will  withdraw  all  his  troop*  and  garrisons  from 
rnd  places  within  the  boundary  line  assigned  by  the  treaty  of 
le  United  States.  This  evacuation  shall  take  place  on  or  before 
ay  of  June,  1796,  and  all  the  proper  measures  shall  in  the  inter- 
en  by  concert  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and 
gtyli  governor  general  in  America,  for  settling  the  previous 
snts  which  may  be  necessary  respecting  the  delivery  of  the  ravl 
r  United  States,  in  the  meantime,  at  their  discretion,  extending 
sments  to  any  part  within  (he  said  boundary  line,  except  within 
cts  or  jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  said  posts. 
ttlers  and  traders,  within  the  precincts  or  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
II  continue  to  eojoy,  unmolested,  all  their  property  of  every 
shall  be  protected  therein.  They  shall  be  at  full  liberty  to 
are,  or  to  remove  with  all  or  any  part  of  their  effects ;  and  it  shall 
le  to  them  to  sell  their  lands,  houses,  or  effects,  or  to  retain  the 
thereof,  at  their  discretion ;  such  of  them  as  shall  continue  to 
bin  the  said  boundary  lines,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  become 
the  United  States,"  ice.— Laws  United  States,  206. 

Ttmiton,  a  slave,  before  Judge  Woodward,  at  Detroit.    Extract 
from  the  opinion  of  the  judge. 

rib  this  country  (Michigan)  was  contracted  to  be  ceded  by  the 
[783*  it  was  not  ceded  in  fact    The  possession  was  not  tranafe* 
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The  Congressional  Ordinance  of  1787  did  not,  at  the  time  of 
passage,  reach  here  lor  want  of  this  actual  cession.  i 

"A  second  contract  to  cede  was  made  in  1794  ;  the  actual  cenmd 
contracted  to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1796.  It  was  doc,  M 
ever,  made  in  fact,  and  the  possession  actually  transferred,  until  thsseiri 
day  of  July,  1796.  On  the  morning  of  that  day  the  British  officers  i 
troops  abandoned  the  country ;  the  nag  of  their  nation  was  lowend,  " 
that  of  the  United  States  of  America  waved  over  this  |modern 
Up  to  this  last  day  the  laws  of  the  province  of  Upper  Canada  wen 
by  which  the  inhabitants  were  governed." — Mss.  notes.  A 

Letter  of  instructions  from  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Secretary  ef f*m 
affairs,  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  minister,  motive  to  the  treaty  ofm 
with  England.  ] 

"  The  first  point  of  discussion  will  be  the  limits  of  the  United 

"  His  idea  (the  King  of  England)  of  these  limits  is  apparent  frmj 
ters  granted  by  the  crown  ;  and  from  recent  grants  made  by  its 
tires  in  several  of  the  States,  it  appears  that  they  considered  their 
to  grant  lands  to  the  westward,  as  coextensive  with  the  right  of 
Britain,  unless  they  were  restricted  by  the  interference  with  other 
meats. 

"  Upon  this  principle  the  servants  of  the  crown  in  New  York 
land  on  the  borders  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the  westward  of  Niagara,    i 
ginia,  even  after  the  proclamation  of  1763,  patented  considerable  1 
upon  the  Ohio,  far  beyond  the  Appalachian  mountains.    It  ii 
several  governments  were  prohibited  at  different  times  from  grants  _ 
beyond  certain  limits,  but  these  were  clearly  temporary  restriction^ 
the  policy  of  maintaining  a  good  understanding  with  the  natives  4* 
ana  were  always  broken  through  after  a  short  period,  as  is  evinced 
grants  abovementioned,  made  subsequent  to  the  proclamation  in  171 

"  The  slightest  examination  of  them  shows  that  they  did  not  tab 
,but  restrained  an  existing  right,  and  the  subsequent  gTauts  of  tbej 
.or's  evidence  that  they  wert,  as  is  before  asserted,  mere  temporary 
|tions. 

«  The  rights  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  America  wei*  ii 
Iris  rights  of  sovereignty  over  those  of  his  subjects  that  settled  Ai 
'and  explored  the  lands  he  claims.    For  the  idea  of  right  dented 
.mere  discovery,  and  the  vain  ceremony  of  taking  possession  witki*t\ 
[ing  and  continuing  that  possession,  is  now  fully  exploded.*-— D\ 
;eorresp.  vol.  3,  p.  268, 271. 


1  Opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall  on  the  proclamation  of  176%  8 

i£594<o603. 

"  The  country  (Maine)  was  settled  by  emigrants,  some  from  _ 
but  chiefly  from  Massachusetts,  who  took  possession  of  lands  they 
-unoccupied,  and  secured  themselves  in  that  possession  by  the  .tat  n 
"(heir  power." 

"  Massachusetts  claimed  the  country  and  governed  it  [in  virtue 
possession].  As  her  claim  was  adversary  to  that  of  the  pieprisi 
encouraged  the  settlement  of  persons  made  under  her  authority,  and 
aged  likewise  then  secuivn^  taftemta**  \sl  ^qsmsion  by  puichasin| 
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«  and  forbearance  of  the  Indians."    "  The  titlks  held  under 

N8  WERR  SANCTIONED  BY  LENGTH  OF  POSSESSION." 

Island  was  settled  in  the  same  manner.'1  "Individuals  acquired 
tperty  in  the  lands  which  they  cultivated  and  improved"  Charles 
ed  their  title  to  the  soil.  "  The  object  of  the  crown  was  to  settle 
st  of  America ;  and  when  a  portion  of  it  was  settled,  without 
he  rights  of  others,  by  persons  professing  their  loyalty,  and  solicit- 
ral  sanction  of  an  act,  the  consequences  of  which  were  ascertain- 
wieficial,  it  would  have  been  unwise  as  ungracious,  to  expel 
their  habitations  because  they  had  obtained  the  Indian  title  other- 
through  the  agency  of  government." 

the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States,  on  the  land  titles  at 
Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  November  9, 1821. 

jars  to  have  been  in  the  spring  of  1673,  that  Pere  Marquette  and 
iet  took  their  departure  from  the  French  settlement  at  Green  Bay, 
ge  of  discovery  up  the  Neenah  or  Fox  river,  and  down  the  Wis- 
the  Mississippi.  This  channel  of  communication  between  the 
i  and  the  Mississippi,  from  about  that  period,  had  attracted  a  con- 
portion  of  public  attention.  The  French  voyagers  continued 
Enerally  to  take  that  route  ;  the  Indian  traders  most  usually  did ; 
same  channel  through  which  Carver  also  penetrated  into  the 
i  country  in  1766. 

igh  the  commissioners  have  not  on  this  head  been  able,  in  so  short 
procure  that  ample  and  certain  information  which  is  desirable, 
slieved  that  not  very  many  years  after  its  first  discovery  in  1673 
»nch,  a  permanent  establishment  was  made  by  them  at  the  Prairie 
Vestiges  of  an  old  and  a  strong  French  tort  are  still  discernible 
booffh  it  is  stated  to  have  been  destroyed  so  early  as  in  the  first 
he  Revolutionary  war." 

Allowez,  an  enterprising  Catholic  missionary,  became  located  at 
ly,  superintending  a  religious  establishment  therein  1668;  and 
;  period  the  settlement  at ( la  Baye'  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
led  while  the  French  remained  roasters  of  Canada.  The  Chev- 
'onti,  having  under  his  command  a  military  force,  was  stationed 
lie  winter  of  1680.  Lieut,  de  Luth,  a  few  years  afterward  held 
ecnpacy  of  the  posts,  under  the  superintendency  of  the  command- 
chilimackinac,  of  which  it  was  a  de  pendancy, 
ig  the  whole  period  alluded  to  the  Fox  Indians  seem  to  have  been 
«  proprietors  of  the  country  comprehending  the  settlement.  These 
eked  and  signally  defeated  by  the  French  troops  under  Capt 
rith  the  aid  of  their  allies,  the  Chippewas  [and  Menomonies]  in 
r  of  1706  at  a  place  since  called  the  <  Butte  des  Morts.'  A  great 
i  of  them  were  destroyed  in  this  engagement,  and  many  were 
«i  the  country.  Upon  this  historical  Fact  is  probably  founded  the 
itsertions,  that  the  country  of  Green  Bay  accrued  to  the  French  by 

:  been  asserted,  however,  with  more  positiveness,  that  the  French 
y  Pere  Roquette,  very  many  years  ago,  obtained  the  cession  of 
igues  squares  of  this  country,  comprehending  the  fort  and  the 
©ch  settlement. 
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"But  however  this  fact  may  be, ( la  Baye7  was  continually  occopia 
a  military  post  and  a  missionary  establishment  until  the  Canada*  mi 
treaty  surrendered  to  the  British.  It  seems  a  fact  equally  well  estabil 
that  the  latter  contiuued  for  some  time  after  their  acquisition  of  the  com 
to  keep  a  military  force  ut  Green  Bay,  as  a  dependaucy  of  their  mw 
portnnt  one  Michilimackmac. 

"  The  same  evidence  which  tends  to  establish  the  fact  of  the  purehtf 
Lieut.Gov.  Patt.  Sinclair,  by  treaty  holden  iu  1781  at  Mackinaw  of 
country  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  establishes  also  the  farther  one  of  the  pon| 
of  the  country  of  Green  Bay."  i 

Mr.  Brisbois  swears  that  in  1781  Gov.  Sinclair  purchased  of  thelndj 
their  claim  to  the  island  of  Mackinaw,  Green  Bay,  and  Prairie  da  Ch( 
and  that  be  was  present  at  the  treaty.  *q 

Report  H.  R.  U.  S.  No.  118,  Feb.  25, 1818,  by  the  Committee  m  M 
Lands,  on  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Prairie  du  CkiaL\j 


"  That  in  the  year  1755  the  government  of  France  established  a 
post  near  the  mouth  of  the  Wiskonsin  [the  post  previously  built  audi 
tained  there  was  by  the  traders] ;  that  many  French  families  settled' 
selves  in  the  neighborhood,  and  established  the  village  of  Prairie  da ' 

"  That  by  the  treaty  of  Versailles,  in  the  year  1 763,  the  village 
post,  following  the  condition  of  the  Canadas  and  the  Illinois  couutiy,| 
to  the  crown  of  England.    That  in  the  year  1783,  the  events  of  the 
can  Revolution  again  changed  their  condition,  and  on  the  first  of  Jun^l 
the  village  and  the  post  were  formerly  surrendered  by  the  British 
United  States.  JJ 

"  That  many  of  the  petitioners  continued  their  residence,  and  *■ 
uninterrupted  tranquillity  till  the  capture  of  the  fort  by  the  enemy dB 
the  last  war.  The  inhabitants,  protected  in  their  possessions,  appel 
have  neglected,  under  the  successive  governments  of  France,  tinglflid|1 
the  United  States,  to  secure  to  themselves  the  fields  which  theycatoi 
by  formal  titles."— Bill  reported  for  their  relief.  « 

ii 
Report  H.  R.  U.  S.  No.  363,  March  12, 1832,  by  the  Committee  «  ft 
Lands,  on  the  petition  of  P.  Ducharme,  of  Green  Ray. 

"  In  the  year  1783  Dominique  Ducharme  took  possession  of  certain  li 
upon  the  Fox  river  [at  the  Grand  Kaukaulin].  The  evidence  addnctt 
the  petitioner  shows  that,  upon  the  above  lands,  the  said  Dominique? 
charme  erected  a  dwelling  house,  a  store,  and  out  buildings,  and  occn 
and  cultivated  the  lots  until  the  year  1800.  After  he  had  taken  possei 
of  the  lands,  certain  Indian  chiefs  then  residing  there,  ceded  to  him 
above  premises,  by  their  deed  bearing  date  1793,  and  which  was  alien 
confirmed  by  other  Indians  in  the  years  1796,  7,  '8,  aud  '9. 

"On  the  8th  day  of  July,  1800,  the  said  Dominique  sold  and  d 
ered  the  abovementioned  lands  to  the  petitioner,  Paul  Ducharme, 
had  then  resided  there  with  his  brother  D.  Ducharme  several  i 
previously  to  the  sale ;  and  upon  the  purchase,  took  the  possessic 
the  same  lands,  and  cultivated  them  to  some  extent,  till  the  year  ! 
being  the  second  year  of  the  war,  when  he  was  driven  off  by  the  In 
hostile  to  the  United  Slates,  Sec. 
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addition  to  the  above  facts,  the  committee  would  advert  to  the 
cle  of  the  treaty  concluded  with  Great  Britain  in  1794,  which 
i  that  c  all  settlers  and  traders  within  the  precincts  or  jurisdic- 
8aid  posts  [relinquished  by  the  United  States],  shall  continue 
y,  unmolested,  all  their  property  of  every  kind,  and  shall  be  pro- 
therein.  They  shall  be  at  full  liberty  to  remain  there,  or  to  re- 
nth  all  or  any  part  of  their  effects ;  and  it  shall  also  be  free  to 
o  sell  their  lands,  houses,  or  effects,  or  to  retain  them  at  their  dia- 
.s  As  the  aforesaid  Dominique  Ducharme  was  a  settler,  in  the 
ion  of  the  above-described  lands  and  buildings  at  the  time  of 
aty,  it  would  seem  that  his  claim,  as  well  as  the  title  which  the 
tier  derived  from  him,  should  be  protected  by  the  express  'direction 
above  article.'9 

y  with  the   Chippewa,  Sac,  Fox,  Menomonie,  and  other  Indian*, 
at  Prairie  du  Chien,  Aug.  19,  1825.     Indian  laws,  366. 

bt.  10.  And  the  United  States  agree  to  and  recognise  the  preceding 
lanes  [of  the  country  of  the  several  tribes]  subject  to  the  limitations 
jpstrictions  before  provided.  It  being  however  well  understood,  that 
kservations  at  Fever  river,  at  the  Wiskonsin,  and  St.  Peter's,  and  the 
bt  settlements  at  Prairie  du  Chien  and  Green  Bay,  and  the  lands  prop- 
kekmging  thereto,  are  not  claimed  by  either  of  the  said  tribes." 

[    Treaty  of  Fort  Hornier,  by  Ar.  St,  Clair,  January  9, 1789. 

12.  In  like  manner,  the  post  at  Michilimackinac,  with  its  de- 
,  and  twelve  miles  square  about  the  same,  shall  be  reserved  to 
of  United  States." 


Treaty  of  Greenville,  by  Anthony  Wayne,  August  3,  1795. 

lt.  3.  The  said  Indian  tribes  do  also  cede  to  the  United  States  the  post 
it,  and  all  the  land  to  the  north,  the  west,  and  the  south  of  it,  of 
the   Indian  title  has  been  extinguished  by  gifts  or  grants  to  the 
or  English  governments." 

it.  4.  The  lands  at  all  other  places  in  possession  of  the  French 
and  other  white  settlers  among  them,  of  which  the  Indian  title 
extinguished  as  mentioned  in  the  3d  article." 

of  cession  by  Virginia  to  the  United  States,  of  the  territory 
west  of  the.  Ohio  river,  March,  1784.     1  Laws  U.  S.  473. 

the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  of  the 
.  St.  Vincents,  and  the  neighboring  villages,  who  haw  professed 
Ives  citizens  of  Virginia,  shall  have  their  possessions  and  titles  con- 
to  them,  and  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and 

Menard  vs.  Aspasia.    5  Peters? s  Reports,  608.  ' 

Wirt  said  the  settlements  in  Illinois  were  made  from  Canada 
Canada   belonged  to  France.     These  people  brought  with  them 
French  laws  and  customs.    This  country,  a  dependancy  of  Canada^ 
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was  ceded  with  Canada  to  Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  in  1JI 
and  when  General  Gage,  in  1764,  took  possession  of  the  country  iohj 
of  Great  Britain,  he  promised  by  his  proclamation  to  the  snbjeafl| 
France  then  in  the  territory,  that  they  should  enjoy  the  same  right*  1 
privileges,  and  the  same  security  for  their  persons  and  property,  at  oq 
their  former  sovereign.  In  1778  it  was  conquered  by  the  troops  t)f  Yirp| 
under  General  R.  Clarke.  The  country  lay  within  *the  chartered  " 
Virginia,  and  in  the  same  year  it  was  erected  by  an  act  of  the  Til 
Legislature,  into  a  county  of  that  State.  The  preamble  of  that  slit 
cites,  that  the  inhabitants  had  acknowledged  themselves  citizen*  if 
ginia,  and  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  same.  By  that  act  it  isi 
that  the  inhabitants  shall  enjoy  their  own  religion  together  with  their 
rights  and  property." 

Wiskonsin  was  a  part  of  the  Illinois  country,  within  her  political 
until  the  year  IS  18. 

An  ordinance  for  the  government  oj  the  territory  of  the  United 

northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  July  13,  1787. 

"Estates  in  the  said  territory  may  be  devised  or  bequeathed  by 
in  writing,  and  signed  and  sealed  by  him  or  her  in  whom  the  estate 
be  (being  of  full  age),  and  attested  by  three  witnesses;  and  real 
may  be  conveyed  by  lease  and  release  or  bargain  and  sale,  signed, 
and  delivered  by  the  person,  being  of  full  age,  in  whom  the  estate 
and  attested  by  two  witnesses,  provided  such  wills  be  duly  proved  sud|i 
veyances  be  acknowledged  or  the  execution  thereof  duly  proved,  and' 
corded  within  one  year,  after  proper  magistrates,  courts,  and  registers 
be  appointed  for  that  service  ;  and  personal  property  may  be  transfe 
delivery ;  saving  however  to  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabtia*ti\ 
other  settlers  of  the  Kaskaskias,  St.  Vincents,  and  the  neighborinf] 
luges,  who  have  heretofore  professed  themselves  citizens  of  Virginia^ 
laws  and  customs  now  in  force  among  them  relative  to  the  descent  ssdi 
veyance  of  property." 


Report  of  a  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Creorge  Morgan 
dates j  respecting  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  la?id  in  the  Illinois  country;  ad* 
ed  by  Congress,  June  20, 1788.     1LU.  S.  580,  '2,  7.  Pet.  A  1. 

"  That  there  are  sundry  French  settlementson  the  river  Mississippi,  will 
the  tract  which  Mr.  Morgan  and  his  associates  propose  to  purchase."  "1 
heads  of  families  in  those  villages  [Kaskaskia,  Prairie  du  Rocher,Cahol 
&c]  appear  each  of  them  to  have  had  a  certain  quantity  ef  arable  land 
lotted  to  them,  and  a  proportionate  quantity  of  meadow  and  woodland 
pasture.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  from  any  general  sale  wh 
may  be  made  of  the  lands  on  the  Mississippi,  there  should  at  least  I 
reserve  of  so  much  land  as  may  satisfy  all  the  just  claims  of  the 
settlers  on  that  river,  and  that  they  should  be  confirmed  in  the  p< 
of  such  lands  as  they  may  have  had  at  the  beginning  of  the  late  Revolut 
which  may  have  been  allotted  to  them  according  to  the  laws  or  usagi 
the  governments  under  which  they  have  respectively  settled. 

"And  whereas,  an  additional  quantity  of  land  may  be  necessary  for 
rapport  of  those  people  whenever  the  settlement  shall  increase,  and 
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n  trade  by  which  they  have  chiefly  subsisted,  shall  become  less  profita- 
Nir  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  such  allowance  should  also  be 
to  them  within  their  reserved  limits." 

hat  measures  be  immediately  taken  for  confirming  in  their  possessions 
f Jr#,  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  on  these 
who,  on  or  before  the  year  JL783,  had  professed  themselves  citizens  of 
aited  States,  or  any  of  them,  and  for  laying  off  the  several  tracts  which 
ight fully  claim  within  the  described  limits." 
ksolved.  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report." 

H  of  a  committee  in  Congress  to  whom  was  referred  the  preceding  re- 

port,  August  29, 1788.     1  L.  U.  S.  584. 

lesotved.  That  measure  be  taken  for  confirming  in  their  possessions 
itles,  the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants  and  other  settlers  at  Post 
incente,  who,  on  or  before  the  year  1783,  had  settled  there,  and  had 
ned  themselves  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  and  for 
g  off  to  them  at  their  own  expense  the  several  tracts  which  they  right- 
claim,  and  which  may  have  been  allotted  to  them  according  to  the 
and  usages  of  the  government  nnder  which  they  have  respectively 

resolutions  are  styled  '  acts'  in  the  instructions  of  Congress  to  the 
r  of  the  western  Territory  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
; confirmation  by  the  Governor  of  the  northwestern  Territory  under 
raolations  is  a  release  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  all  their 

was  obliged  to  confirm  the  settlers  in  their  possessions." 
Illinois  Reports  236. 

letter  of  Mr.  Livingston  and  these  resolutions  show  that  the  Gov* 

it  of  the  United  States  had  knowledge  of  the  rights  and  claims  of 

in  the  northwest  Territory,  and  of  the  principles  and  usages 

itch  the  settlements  were  formed,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 

and  of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty  and  that  the  stipulations  were  intended  for 

lefit  and  advantage  of  the  settler  according  to  his  actual  condition. 

\mct  making  provision  for  the  disposed  of  the  public  lands,  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory:'     March  26,  1804,  3  L.  U.  S.  596. 

2.  "  That  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  north 
infer  Ohio  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 

offices  shall  be  established  in  the  same,  one  at  Detroit  for  the 

ilying  north  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 

lished  ;  one  at  Vincennes  for  the  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 

inguished,  and  which  are  included  within  the  boundaries  fixed  by 

j  lately  held  with  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  Wabash  ;  and  one  at  Kas- 

»r  so  much  of  the  kinds  included  within  the  boundaries  fixed  by 

[y  of  the  13th  August,  1803,  with  the  Kaskaskia  tribe  of  Indians, 

t  claimed  by  any  other  Indian  tribes." 

3.  «  Every  person  claiming  fands'within  any  of  the  three  tracts  of 
Abing  in  the  preceding  section,  by  virtue  of  any  legal  grant  made 

French  government  prior  to  the  treaty  of  Paris,  of  the   10th  of 
1763  ;  or  any  legal  grant  made  by  the  British  Government  sub- 
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sequent  to  the  said  treaty  and  prior  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
States  and  Great  Britain  on  the  3d  September,  1783 ;  or  of  any: 
or  act  of  Congress  subsequent  to  the  said  treaty  of  peace,  shall,  oaorl 
the  first  day  of  January,  1805,  deliver  to  the  register  of  the  had 
within  whose  district  the  land  may  lie,  a  notice  in  writing,  stating  the i 
and  extent  of  his  claims,  together  with  a  plat  of  the  tract  or  tracts  el 
and  may  also,  on  or  before  that  day,  deliver  to  the  said  register 
purpose  of  being  recorded  every  grant,  order  of  survey,  deed, 
or  other  written  evidence  of  his  claim ;  and  if  such  persons  shall 
deliver  such  notice,  &c.,  or  cause  to  be  recorded  such  written  evidence 
same,  all  his  right,  so  far  as  the  same  is  derived  from  any  resolvtm 
of  Congress,  shall  become  void,  and  for  ever  be  barred." 

Sec.  4.  Registers  and  receivers  to  "  be  commissioners  for  the  pni 
examining  the  claims  of  persons  claiming  by  virtue  of  the  preceding^ 
tions."    |:  Each  board  shall  have  power  to  hear  in  a  summary  man** 
matters  respecting  such  claims,  and  to  decide  thereon  according  to 
and  equity — which  decisions  shall  be  laid  before  Congress,  and  be 
to  their  decision  thereon." 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  preceding  act,  passed  March  3, 18tyj 

U.  S.  670. 

Sec.  5.  "  That  persons  claiming  lands  in  either  of  the  said  three i 
either  under  legal  grants  derived  from  the  French  or  British 
or  by  virtue  of  actual  possession  and  improvement,  or  for  any  other  i 
whatever,  may,  until  the  first  day  of  November  next,  give  notice  in 
to  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  their  claims,  and  nave  the 
the  same  recorded,  &c. ;  and  the  right  of  any  person  neglecting 
such  notice  in  writing  of  his  claim,  and  to  have  the  evidence 
become  void,  and  for  ever  be  barred." 

Former  commissioners  appointed  to  have  the  same  powers  in 
the  claims  thus  filed  ;  and  all  claims  rejected  or  confirmed  to  be 
from  sale  until  the  decision  of  Congress  thereon. 

"  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Hiddgi 

Marcti  3,  1807,  4  L.  U.  S.  109. 

Sec.  2.  "  That  every  person  or  persons  in  the  actual  posseuim,  of 
pancy,  and  improvement  of  any  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  in  his,  her, or  4 
own  right,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  within  that  part  erf  thai 
ritory  of  Michigan  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished^ 
which  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  was  settled,  occupied,  and  unproved 
him,  her,  or  them,  prior  to,  and  on,  the  first  day  of  July,  1796,  or  by  ■ 
other  person  or  persons  under  whom  he,  she,  or  they,  hold  ordaim: 
right  to  the  occupancy  or  possession  thereof,  and  which  said  ocenpanq 
possession  has  been  continued  to  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act; 
said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  thus  possessed,  occupied,  and  improved,  afctf 
granted,  and  such  occupant  or  occupants  shall  be  confirmed  in  the  til 
the  same,  as  an  estate  of  inheritance  in  fee  simple.91 

Sec.  3.  "  That  the  secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  together 
the  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land  office  at  Detroit, I 
be  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  deciding  <* 
rights  of  persons  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  act." 


11  [***] 

said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  have  power  to 
icfe,  in  a  summary  manner  ^  all  matters  respecting  such  claims, 
e  attendance  of  witnesses,  to  administer  oaths,  and  examine 
1  such  other  testimony  as  may  be  adduced,  and  to  determine 
dug  to  justice  and  equity.17 

n  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  commissioners  that  the  claimant  is 
tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  this  act,  they  shall  give  a  certificate 
ig  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  that  the  claimant  is  en- 
tve  a  patent  for  such  a  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  this  act." 
oissioners  are  required  to  transmit  a  copy  of  their  decisions  in 
nants  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

lamented  to  the  preceding  act,  passed  April  25, 1808,  4  L.  IT. 

S.  186. 

That  every  person  claiming  lands  within  that  part  of  the  Michi- 
ry  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  by  virtue  of 
ant  made  by  the  French  Government  prior  to  the  treaty  of  Paris 
of  February,  1763 ;  or  of  any  legal  grant  made  by  the  British 
t  subsequent  to  the  said  treaty,  and  prior  to  the  treaty  of  peace 
s  United  States  and  Great  Britain  of  the  3d  September,  17S3,  or 
action  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  shall  be  allowed, 
t  day  ot  January  next,  to  deliver  to  the  register  of  the  land  office 
ict  of  Detroit  a  notice,  in  writing,  stating  the  nature  and  extent 
tt,  together  with  a  plat  or  plats  of  the  tract  or  tracts  claimed ; 
person  shall  fail  to  deliver  such  notice  in  writing,  together  with 
3  tract  claimed,  all  his  right,  so  far  as  it  may  be  derived  from  any 
peas,  shall  become  void." 

rare  of  the  commissioners  are  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  act. 
3o  much  of  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  1807  "as  provides  that 
lan  one  tract  shall  be  granted  to  any  one  person,  shall  be,  and 
\  hereby,  repealed." 

'  enable  the  people  of  the  Illinois  Territory  to  form  a  constitu* 
nd  State  government ,"  passed  April  18,  1818.    L.  W.  22. 

The  territory  lying  north  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  "  hereby  is  at* 
nd  made  a  part  of  Michigan  Territory,"  "  subject,  nevertheless,  to 
r  disposed  of  by  Congress  according  to  the  right  reserved  in  the 
of  the  ordinance,  and  the  inhabitants  therein  shall  be  entitled 
ie  privileges  and  immunities,  aud  subject  to  the  same  rules  and 
,  in  all  respects,  with  the  other  citizens  of  the  Michigan  Terri* 


revive  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertaining  and 
o  on  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for  settling 
i#  to  lands  at  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien}  in  the  Terri* 
rati.71     May  1 1,  1820.     L.  W.  S. 


wives  "the  powers  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertaining  and 
the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
9  claims  previously  filed." 
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-  Sec.  2.  "  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
thorized  to  employ,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
a  person  capable  of  translating  the  French  language,  as  an  agent, 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  at  the  sen' 
Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien.    It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
give  public  notice,  at  each  of  the  said  settlements,  of  the  time  and 
therein  at  which  he  shall  attend  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  nofai 
evidences  of  titles  and  claims  to  lands  within  the  same.     And  evtrg 
having  the  title  or  claim  to  lands  within  the  settlements  afoi 
produce  the  evidence  of  his  title  or  claim  to  the  said  agent,  who  shall 
the  same  in  books  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose.    And  after  the  said 
shall  have  remained  in  the  places  aforesaid  a  time  sufficient  for  the  ii 
tants  to  produce  the  evidence  of  their  claims,  he  shall  make  his  report  I 
to  the  said  commissioners,  who  shall  have  power  to  examine  and  dm 
the  claims  so  reported  to  them,  according  to  the  laws  for  adjusting;  \ 
tling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  except  that  which  i 
to  donations  of  vacant  land  adjacent  to  the  land  confirmed,  shall 
considered  applicable  to  claims  in  the  settlements  aforesaid."    «/ 
said  commissioners  shall  transmit  their  report,  and  the  transcript d\ 
decisions,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  Od 
1821,  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  at  their  next  session  thereafter! ' 
same  manner  as  was  directed  by  law  in  respect  to  the  claims  to ' 
the  district  of  Detroit." 

"An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  acts  for  the  adjt 
certain  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  February  81,1 

Sec.  1  revives  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  and  continues 
the  1st  day  of  November,  1823,  and  the  commissioners  are  "  to 
their  report  as  is  required  by  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  1820,  to  thai 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  Congress  at  its 
sion." 

Sec.  2  extends  donations  as  far  as  Milk  River  point  up  the  Detroit  I 

Sec.  3.  "That  patents  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  be  i 
in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  law,  in  other  cases,  to  persons  whose  cbi 
lands,  town  or  village  lots,  have  been  regularly  filed  with  the  comnrima 
appointed  by  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  the  powers  of  the 
sioners  for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  claims  to  land  in  the  dMt 
Detroit,  and  for  settling  the  claims  to  the  land  at  Green  Bay  and  " 
du  Chien,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  passed  on  the  11th  day  of 
1820,  and  whose  claims  are  contained  in  the  report  transmitted  to  the 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  and  which  have  been  reported  favorably  on  by] 
commissioners ;  and  such  persons  are  hereby  confirmed  in  their  cial 
agreeably  to  any  surveys  heretofore  made,  or  the  lines  and  bounds 
established  by  the  claimants  respectively :  Provided,  That  such  coofil 
tions  shall  only  amount  to  a  relinquishment  for  ever,  on  the  part  of 
United  States,  and  that  not  more  than  640  acres  shall  be  confirmed  by 
tue  of  any  one  claim  ;  nor  shall  more  be  confirmed,  in  any  case,  thai 
quantity  claimed  ;  nor  shall  any  claim  extend  in  width  more  than  40f 
in  depth  more  than  80,  arpens  ;  nor  to  land  heretofore  and  now  rem 
by  the  United  Slates  for  public  uses," 

Sec.  4.   "  That  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  commissioners 
any  claimant  to  land,  or  a  town  or  village  lot,  at  Green  Bay  or  Praiii 
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I, cannot  establish  his,  her,  or  their  claims  to  the  same,  in  consequence 
fcher,  or  their  removal  therefrom  by  any  officer  of  the  United  States 
I  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  issue  a  certificate  to 
person  or  persons,  for  any  tract  of  land  or  village  lot  which  knay 
keen  occupied  by  him,  her,  or  them,  after  such  removal,  not  exceeding 
intity  that  originally  claimed ;  on  which  certificates  patents  shall 
■s  io  other  cases ;  which  claims  shall  be  in  all  other  respects  subject 
restrictions  and  provisions  of  the  3d  section  of  this  act." 
.  5.  u  That  every  person,  who,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1812,  was  a 
it  of  Green  Bay,  Prairie  du  Chieu,  or  within  the  county  of  Michili- 
nac,  and  who,  on  the  said  day,  occupied  aud  cultivated,  or  occupied 
t  of  land  which  had  previously  been  cultivated  by  said  occupant, 
within  either  of  said  settlements,  and  who  has  continued  to  submit  to 
fthority  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  legal  representatives  of  every 
person,  shall  be  confirmed  in  the  tract  so  occupied  and  cultivated ; 
is  said  commissioners,  in  adjudicating  on  claims  to  land  embraced  by 
Eft,  are  authorized  to  take  into  their  consideration  the  evidence  and 
collected  and  reported  to  them  by  the  agent  of  the  United  States 
■at  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  11th  May,  1820,  as  well 
^  other  and  further  evidence  and  testimony  as  may  or  shall  be  ex- 

before  them  by  the  claimants  to  support  their  claims.    And  the  re- 
the  land  office  at  Detroit  is  authorized  and  required  to  receive  and 

all  notices  and  claims  to  lands  provided  for  by  this  act,  and  which 

exhibited  to  him  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  October  next :  Provi- 

•,  That  no  person  shall  be  confirmed  in  a  greater  quantity  than 

nor  shall  any  tract  so  confirmed  exceed  eighty  arpens  from  front 

;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor-general  of  the  United 

onder  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  cause  the 
ifirmed  by  this  act  to  be  surveyed  at  the  expeuse  of  the  claimants 

ively,  plats  of  which  shall  be  returned  as  in  other  cases,  and  patents 
shall  be  granted  to  the  several  claimants  in  the  manner  prescribed 

to  confirm  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan," 
April  17,  1828:  (L.  U.  &  ;  Laws  of  Michigan,  44). 

1.  u  That  the  claims  purporting  to  be  confirmed  or  recommended 
ifirmation  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the 

revive,'  <fcc,  passed  the  11th  day  of  May,  1820,  which  are  con- 
in  volumes  2,  4,  and  5,  be,  and  the  same  are,  confirmed." 

2.  "That  the  claims  purporting  to  be  confirmed  or  recommended 
~  rotation  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  carry  into  effect '  An  act 

and  continue  in  force  certain  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
'erntory  of  Michigan,'  passed  the  21st  of  February,  1823,  which  are 
in  volumes  1,  3,  6,  8,  and  9,  of  said  reports,  be,  and  the  same  are 
confirmed." 

3.  "  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the 
it  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required, 

as  may  be,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  full 
the  reports  of  the  commissioners  which  are  enumerated  in  the  first 

>nd  sections  of  this  act :  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  so 

as  to  prejudice  the  rights  of  third  persons,  or  impose  any  obli- 
oa  Che  part  of  the  United  States  to  make  payment  or  give  other 
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lands,  to  any  claimant  who  may  be  deprived  of  his  possessions 
tion  of  law ;  nor  shall  the  confirmation  made  by  this  act  be  so  cob 
to  extend  further  than  a  relinquishment,  by  the  United  States  of  al 
in  and  to  said  lands,  nor  to  any  lands  occupied  by  the  United  1 
military  purposes." 

Sec.  4.  Duty  of  the  register  "  to  issue  patent  certificates  in  the  fo 
in  similar  cases,  to  claimants  whose  claims  are  confirmed  by  this  i 
which  certificates,  if  legally  and  properly  obtained,  patents  shall 
ed  by  the  commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office." 

Extract  from  Albert  Gallatin's  u  Introduction  to  the  Land  La 

United  States?  compiled  in  1810. 


"A  considerable  part  of  the  country  [of  the  United  States]  had  1 
cessively  subject  to  several  foreign  powers ;  the  territories  or  Hid 
diana,  and  Illinois,  to  France  and  England ;  the  southern  pare  of 
sissippi  territory,  first  to  France  and  then  to  Spain.  A  part  of  the 
claimed  by  the  inhabitants  and  others,  either  by  right  of  occupant 
dor  the  titles  said  to  be  derived  from  those  several  governments 
the  local  authorities.  Eight  boards  of  commissioners  were  irati 
various  acts  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  those  eh 
lor  each  of  the  Territories  of  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Look 
for  the  Mississippi,  and  two  for  the  Orleans  Territory.  The  rules  p 
by  law  to  the  commissioners  have  varied  according  to  the  nafn 
claims  respectively  coming  before  them.  But  the  object  appears  a 
to  guard  against  unfounded  or  fraudulent  claims,  to  confirm  all 
claims  derived  from  a  legitimate  authority,  and  even  when  thai 
not  been  completed,  and  to  secure  in  their  possessions  all 
ttjal  settlers  who  were  found  on  the  land  when  the 
States  took  actual  possession  of  the  country  whbei 
SITUATED,  though  they  had  only  a  right  of  occupancy," 

See  also  Land  Laws  1817,  title  "  Donations." 
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MEMORIAL 

Of 

NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OF  ILLINOIS, 

PRATDCQ 

land  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  the  AtlanHc  to  tf^S 
ri/rpi  river  to  the  States  through  which  said  road  may  pass.     -V 

May  13,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

note  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the '  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled : 

smorialists,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  feeling  a  deep  inter- 
completion  of  a  railroad  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mississippi, 
>ectfully  submit  to  your  honorable  body  a  few  of  the  prominent 
tons  which  present  themselves  in  favor  of  this  great  enterprise, 
nuous  line  of  railroads  is  in  progress  from  Boston  to  Buffalo, 
ork  of  construction  so  far  advanced  as  to  ensure  a  speedy  com- 
the  entire  line  between  those  points.  A  railroad  is  also  ad- 
orn New  York  to  intersect  the  former  near  Albany.  An  exten- 
e  road  from  Buffalo  to  the  Mississippi  river  would  be  pf  great 
nportance  in  a  military  point  of  view,  as  meafts  of  transporting 
,  and  in  creating  a  unity  of  interests ;  thus  binding  the  eastern 
rn  States  in  as  indissoluble  bonds  as  the  western  and  southern 
now  bound  by  the  Mississippi  river. 

Itimore  and  Ohio  railroad  would  be  continued  to  meet  this  ex- 
Ohio,  and  nearly  all  the  important  public  works  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
Illinois,  would  bo  intersected  by  it,  and  a  large  amount  of  work 
y  been  done  in  the  State  of  Illinois  upon  this  route, 
rerent  public  works  intersected  by  it  would  prove  valuable  aux- 
ld  add  to  its  importance.  But  in  affording  a  certain,  pheap, 
id  safe  conveyance,  at  all  times,  between  the  msthtime  cities  of 
id  the  great  Mississippi  of  the  west,  at  a  point  near  the  centre 
ny  thousands  of  miles  of  steamboat  navigation  afforded  by  it  and 
ries,  would  give  it  its  national  character,  and  constitute  its  chief 

e. 

nefits  that  would  arise  to  the  citizens  of  our  common  country 

se  as  an  avenue  of  trade  and  travel,  in  facilitating  exchanges, 

not  be  numerically  estimated ;  and  its  cost  of  construction 

inconsiderable  in  comparison  to  the  vast  beneficial  results  pro* 

,  printers. 
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doced.  The  route  that  the  road  would  pursue  from  Buffalo  to  the  1 
sissippi,  ^fttthe  mouth  of  the  Missouri  river,  is  nearly  a  right  line,pj 
liarly  ftraMm^  and  well  adapted  to  the  location  and  construction  t 
railroad  of  great  capacity*. 

The  shore  AT  Lake  Erie,  so  far  as  the  route  would  conform  to  it,  is  h 
and  not  broken,  or  indented  by  streams.  Upon  leaving  the  lake,  h 
table  lands  extend  to  the  Mississippi,  in  the  direction  of  the  point 
alluded  to,  interrupted  only  by  the  Wabash  river. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  ask  Congress  to  make  a  i 
ble  donation  of  land  to  the  several  States  through  which  the  road  i 
pass,  to  aid  them  in  constructing  it ;  or  to  take  such  other  action  in 
ence  to  the  subject,  as  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  their 
shall  think  proper,  to  promote  an  object  of  such  vast  national  inty 
and  so  pregnant  with  the  interests  of  millions  of  the  citizens 
Union.    And,  as  in  duty,  they  will  ever  pray,  &c.  j 

N.  M.  McCURD Y,  and  ofat 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  13,  1840. 

}  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  thai  90,000  additional  copies  be  furnished  for  the  use 

of  the  Senate. 


Mr.  Norvell  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  191.] 

mmittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  bill  to  cede  the 
z  lands  to  the  States  within  whose  limits  they  respectively  He,  on  cer- 
conditions,  report  : 

bill  provides  that  the  public  lands  lying  within  the  States  of 
la,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
ind  Indiana,  excepting  sites  for  forts,  navy  and  dock  yards,  arsenals, 
nes,  and  other  public  buildings,  shall  be  ceded  to  the  States  within 
they  respectively  lie,  after  the  30th  of  June,  1842,  on  the  following 
ons: 

fiat  the  States  shall  pass  acts,  to  be  irrevocable,  pledging  their  faith 
to  the  United  States  one-half  of  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  lands 
«fore  the  1st  day  of  February,  in  each  year, 
'hat  the  minimum  price  per  acre,  now  fixed  by  law,  shall  not  be 
i,  except  according  to  the  scale  of  reduction  fixed  in  the  bill, 
'hat  the  land  laws  now  in  force,  and  as  modified  by  this  bill,  shall 
unchanged,  without  the  consent  of  Congress. 
*hat  the  cession  shall  be  in  full  of  the  five  per  cent,  fund,  or  any 
i  of  it ;  and  that  the  States  shall  be  exclusively  liable  for  cost  of 
s,  sales,  extinction  of  Indian  titles,  and  management  generally. 
M,  on  failure  to  comply  with  any  of  these  conditions,  the  cession 
State  so  failing  shall  be  abrogated  ;  and  all  grants  or  titles  on  the 
the  State,  for  laud  thereafter  sold,  to  be  null  and  void. 
bill  also  provides  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  wh$n 
ly  notified  of  the  passage  of  an  act  of  any  one  of  the  States,  in 
ance  with  the  above  conditions,  shall  adopt  such  measures  as  he. 
eem  advisable  to  close  the  land  offices  within  the  States,  including 
rveyiug  department ;  and  that  the  commissions  of  all  officers  con- 
therewith  shall  expire  on  a  day  to  be  fixed  by  him,  but  not  beyond 
oths  from  the  time. 

loreover  provides  that,  on  such  compliance  and  notification,  the 
hall  be  released  from  all  compacts  or  ordinances  that  impose  restric- 
u  her  right  to  tax  the  lands  thereafter  sold;  and  that  all  maps,  titles, 
i,  books,  documents,  and  papers,  in  the  General  Land  Office,  shall 
ject  to  the  order  and  disposition  of  the  Executive  of  the  State. 
10  provides  that  the  public  lands  in  Tennessee,  with  the  exceptions 
led  in  the  first  section,  shall  be  ceded  to  that  State. 

fciir«,  printers. 
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Such  are  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands.  The  amenc 
proposed  by  the  committee  will  be  noticed  in  the  proper  place. 

A  cursory  examination  of  the  above  provisions  will  sufhce  to  show 
the  proposed  cession  would  be,  in  reality,  but  a  sale  of  the  public  li 
to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  subject  to  the  conditions  contained  ini 
bill.     The  right  to  make  such  sale  would  seem  unquestionable, 
lands  are  held  by  Congress  as  common  property,  for  the  benefit  of 
whole  Union,  with  express  authority  by  the  constitution  to  disrate 
them,  without  making  any  distinction  between  sales  to  States  and  to  I 
dividuals,  or  prescribing  the  terms  on  which  they  shall  be  sold, 
ing  it,  then,  as  a  mere  question  of  discretion,  to  whom  and  on  what 
and  conditions  the  lands  should  be  sold,  the  committee  propose  to 
sider  the  measure  simply  in  reference  to  its  expediency ;  but  it 
necessary,  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the  discussion  of  its  general 
ascertain  what  portion  of  the  public  domain  would  be  subject  to  thti 
ration  of  the  bill,  should  it  pass,  and  the  true  amount  of  its  value. 

It  appears  from  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Genenl 
Office,  (see  Doc.  46,  3d  session  25th  Congress,)  that  the  whole 
in  acres  of  the  public  domain,  on  the  30th  of  September,  1838,  to 
the  Indian  title  was  not  extinguished,  amounted  to  seven  hundnii 
sixty-six  millions,  in  round  numbers.    There  were,  at  the  same 
appears  by  the  same  report,  in  the  States  and  Territories,  three 
and  nineteen  millions  of  acres,  to  which  the  Indian  title  was 
ed ;  making  the  whole  public  domain  in  the  aggregate,  at  that  time,  tol 
hundred  and  eighty  five  millions  of  acres ;  from  which  about  five 
of  acres  may  be  deducted  for  sales  since  made,  leaving  now  iboot 
hundred  and  eighty  millions  of  acres.    By  table  marked  A, 
annexed,  it  appears  that  on  the  1st  of  January  last  there  were  in  the' 
States  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  millions  of  acres,  to  which  the 
titles  were  extinguished ;  and  nine  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
to  which  the  Indian  title  was  not  extinguished :  making,  in  die 
one  hundred  and  sixty-three  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
this  deduct,  for  disputed  grants,  many  of  which  are  large,  to  whkk 
right  of  the  Government  may  not  be  established,  three  millions  and  a 
oi  acres,  which  would  leave  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions 
the  operation  of  this  bill ;  being  less  than  one-sixth  of  the  whole 
domain. 

Those  who  have  not  reflected  on  the  subject  are  liable  to  form  tbcj^ 
neous  estimates  of  the  true  value  of  the  public  lands.  It  is  very  oataral 
conclude  that,  as  none  are  sold  for  less  than  one  dollar  and  twenty*! 
cents  per  acre,  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres  unsold  uH 
new  States  are  worth  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars;  but  suchacon^ 
sion  would  be  utterly  fallacious.  If  the  whole  could  be  sold  at  once,  aft  4 
price,  for  cash  in  hand,  or  on  perfectly  safe  security,  with  interest!  and  wi 
out  expense,  the  conclusion  would  be  correct ;  but  such  is  far  from  M 
the  case.  They  can  only  be  sold  at  that  price,  through  a  long  period 
years,  in  small  portions  at  a  time,  and  at  a  heavy  expense;  all  of  wh 
must  be  taken  into  the  estimate  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  their  real  val 
or,  to  express  the  idea  differently,  their  actual  present  value. 

In  order  to  determine  what  thnt  really  is,  it  will  be  necessary  to  SMI 
what  would  probably  be  the  gross  annual  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  p 
lie  lands  embraced  by  the  bill,  on  the  supposition  that  the  present  price, I 


3  [  460  J 

am,  as  it  now  stands,  will  be  continued.  The  committee  are 
hat  the  assumption  must  be,  in  a  great  measure,  conjectural ; 
,  and  cannot  be,  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  any  certain 
:h  to  Test  calculation.  All  that  can  be  done  is,  to  assume  a  sum 
iberal  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  an  underestimate ;  and 
m  that  principle,  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  whole  ground, 
ee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  a  literal  as- 
take  the  sum  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  as 
e  gross  annual  income,  on  the  supposition  of  the  continuance 
n  till  the  whole  shall  be  sold.  The  assumption  supposes  that 
>f  the  lands  embraced  in  the  bill  will  be  sold  at  one  dollar  and 
cents  per  acre,  and  that  the  average  sales  annually  will  yield  two 
e  hundred  thousand  dollars  till  the  last  acre  is  sold ;  an  assump- 
sit, the  least  conversant  with  the  subject,  will  readily  allow  to 

then,  that  sum  as  the  annual  gross  income,  it  is  clear  that  the 
of  the  lands  in  question  cannot  exceed  a  sum  which,  at  the  legal 
six  per  cent.,  would  give  an  annual  income  of  two  millions  five 
lousand  dollars ;  or,  to  express  it  differently,  cannot  exceed  the 
lue  of  a  permanent  annuity  of  that  amount ;  that  is,  a  fraction 
one  millions  of  dollars. 

»  clear ;  and  it  is  equally  so  that  it  must  be  less  than  that  sum. 
n  is  obvious :  To  derive  an  income  of  two  millions  five  hundred 
k>llar8  from  lands  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
t  be  annually  sold  two  millions  of  acres,  which  would  dispose,  at 
>f  the  whole  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  acres  in  eighty 
fellows,  of  course,  that  their  true  present  vulue,  instead  of  being 
srmanent  annuity  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
worth  one  of  that  amount  for  eighty  years  only,  which  is  little 
.  thirty-four  millions.  That  sum,  then,  it  is  manifest,  would  be 
esent  value  of  all  ihe  unsold  lands  in  the  new  States,  on  the  data 
provided  they  could  be  sold  without  expense,  trouble,  or  cost  by 
nmeut;  but,  as  that  cannot  be,  it  becomes  necessary  to  determine 
iction  ought  to  be  made  on  that  account — to  ascertain  what,  in 
ht  real  present  value. 

rmining  that,  the  committee  have  taken  experience  as  their  guide, 
e  caretully  ascertained,  under  the  actual  operation  of  the  system 
■ent  time,  what  deductions  ought  to  be  made  under  all  the  various 
incident  to  the  system,  on  the  actual  quantity  of  lands  sold  by  the 
Nit;  and  have  apportioned  them  rateably  on  the  lands  to  be  sold, 
^position  that  what  remains  to  be  sold  will  be  subject  to  as  great 
n,  in  proportion,  as  that  which  has  been ;  in  other  words,  that 
listrntion  of  the  public  lands  hereafter,  if  the  present  system  should 
led  as  it  stands,  would  be  neither  more  nor  less  economical  or 
han  it  has  been.  In  making  their  estimate,  they  have  included, 
lense,  not  only  what  is  appropriately  comprehended  under  it,  but 
goes  to  diminish  the  net  income  from  the  lands — such  as  grants 
ions,  other  than  the  sixteenth  section  reserved  for  schools ;  the 
firee  per  cent,  fund  reserved  out  of  the  sal  pa  (or  internal  improve- 
3  expenditures  on  internal  improvement  incident  to  the  public 
it  not  charged  to  that  fund;  and  the  in»:riv r-y?c!  expense  of  legisla- 
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tion,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  table  B,  contain 
mates,  and  hereto  annexed. 

The  result  is,  that  the  expense  of  the  management  of  the  p 
embraced  in  the  bill,  on  the  supposition  that  the  administrat 
neither  more  nor  less  economical  than  the  past,  and  that  the] 
annually  the  sum  supposed,  and  of  course  be  sold  in  the  perk 
would  amount  to  a  fraction  over  forty-four  millions  of  dollars,  i 
ded  by  eighty,  the  number  of  years  required  to  dispose  of  the  It 
give  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  as  the  average  anna 
This  sum,  regarded  as  an  annuity  for  eighty  years,  and  esti 
present  charge,  would  make  a  fraction  less  than  seven  millions  8 
thousand  dollars,  which,  deducted  from  the  sum  of  thirty-four 
dollars,  the  present  value  of  the  lands,  without  estimating  expei 
give  for  the  actual  present  value  of  the  lands  the  sum  of  twenty-! 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

But,  as  small  as  this  sum  may  appear  to  many,  the  committee  1 
it  is  over,  rather  than  under,  the  true  estimate.  It  makes  no  all 
defalcations  and  losses  incident  to  the  management  of  the  fiscal  > 
the  land  system,  and  assumes  that  every  acre  will  be  sold  at  one 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  which  no  one  can  expect  who  will  w 
a  large  portion  is  sterile  and  worthless,  consisting  of  pine  barrel 
unproductive  prairies,  and  stony  arid  mountainous  tracts,  wfa 
present  unsaleable  at  any  price,  and  will  be  so  for  a  long  time  to 
this  may  be  added,  that  upwards  of  one-hall'  has  been  in  marl 
ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  years,  arid  upwards,  (as  will  be  seen  in  t 
nexed,)  without  being  sold,  and  are  the  remnants  left  after  tl 
selections  of  all  that  were  considered  as  valuable,  even  under  tl 
for  speculation,  stimulated  to  the  greatest  excess  by  a  bloated 
Against  this,  it  is  admitted  that  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  I 
veyed  and  brought  into  market,  [see  table  A.]  of  which  a  porta 
for  more  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre ;  but 
shows  that  the  quantity  sold  above  that  price  is  so  small,  that  i 
the  general  average  price  does  not  exceed  two  and  four-fifths  cee 
and  is  too  inconsiderable  to  take  into  the  estimate. 

Taking,  then,  all  circumstances  into  consideration,  the  con 
assured  that  the  result  to  which  they  have  been  brought  is 
rather  than  too  low  ;  but  they  do  not  deem  it  material  wfaetl 
truth,  a  few  millions  more  or  less.  Their  object  is  not  perfec 
but  to  give  a  correct  general  impression  of  the  value  of  the  land 
in  the  bill,  in  order  to  correct  the  utterly  fallacious  conception  1 
many  of  the  well  informed  entertain  on  the  subject.  So  longi 
of  the  lauds  embraced  in  the  bill  is  estimated  at  hundreds  of  mill 
lars,  instead  of  the  few  millions  which  they  are  really  worth,  to 
be  impossible  to  obtain  for  the  measure  which  it  proposes  tha 
and  deliberate  consideration  necessary  to  a  correct  decision ;  an 
necessity  of  removing  such  erroneous  impressions,  preliminar] 
elusion  of  the  general  merits  of  the  bill,  to  which  the  committi 
proceed. 

One  of  the  first  and  most  obvious  consequences  which  would 
adoption  of  the  measure,  would  lie  a  great  reduction  of  the  patn 
Government.  There  are  spread  over  the  new  States  fifty-ai 
Sees-,  connected  with  which  there  are  one  hundred  and  eighte 
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receivers,  eight  surveyors  general,  with  a  host  of  deputies,  clerks, 
ghtsmen.  chain -carriers,  and  axemen,  at  an  aggregate  annual  expense 
•wards  of  9334,000,  on  an  average  of  the  last  two  years.  But  as  con- 
ride  as  are  their  number  and  expense,  these  <rive  a  very  inadequate 
option  of  the  real  extent  of  the  patronage  ot  the  Government.  Few 
•  under  it  afford  such  ready  and  certain  means  of  acquiring  fortunes, 
of  extending  favors  and  accommodation  to  a  large  and  influential  por- 
■f  the  community,  as  those  attached  to  the  land  system.  The  thorough 
tfkdge  which  those  who  hold  them  have  of  all  that  relates  to  the  public 
B,  makes  their  goodwill  of  great  importance  to  the  numerous  body  of 

Knals  annually  emigrating  to  the  west,  or  engaged  in  investing  or 
ttinjr  in  the  public  lands.  The  extent  of  the  influence  which  the  Gov- 
jjtmt  might  exercise,  whenever  it  thinks  proper,  through  so  many  of  its 
mdants,  with  such  ample  means  of  acting  upon  public  opinion,  can  be 
readily  conceived  than  estimated  ;  the  whole  of  which,  with  at  least 
ill  of  the  patronage  dependent  on  the  General  I  ,and  Office  at  the  seat  of 
ment,  would  be  cut  oif  at  a  single  blow,  should  the  bill  become  a  law. 
mid  the  question  be  put,  whether  such  a  result  is  desirable,  let  the 
ciations  daily  heard  against  executive  patronage  furnish  the  answer, 
be  not  sufficient,  let  the  all-absorbing  character  of  the  Presidential 
,  over-riding  and  controlling  all  other  questions,  respond.  If  the 
and  agitating  excitement  consequent  on  the  contest  be  not  sufficient 
vince  all  who  reflect,  thai  it  is  time  to  lop  oft' every  branch  of  patron- 
alcan  be  spared,  without  impairing  the  proper  efficiency  of  the  Gov- 
i|f.  in  order  to  preserve  our  present  free  system  of  electing  the  Chief 
rate,  the  committee  despair  that  any  thing  they  could  say  would 
that  effect.  It  may,  in  truth,  bo  laid  down  as  a  maxim  in  our  Govern- 
never  to  be  departed  from,  and  which  cannot  he  disregarded  with  im- 
,  that  there  should  be  no  more  patronage  than  what  is  necessary  toac- 
ish  efficiently  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created,  and  that  all  beyond 
ght  to  be  lopped  off*.  Unless  this  maxim  be  rigidly  enforced,  it  may 
rded  ascertain  that  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  Government, 
ing  with  the  growth,  population,  and  wealth  of  the  country,  will  be- 
too  great,  in  time,  for  its  liberty.  The  committee  cannot  doubt  that  it 
be  safely  applied,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  to  this  great  and  influential 
iol  patronage,  without  in  any  decree  weakening  the  Government,  or 
ing  it  less  efficient,  except  by  a  trilling  reduction  of  revenue,  which 
be  greatly  outweighed  by  other  advantages,  as  will  be  made  manifest 
sequel. 

ng  the  more  immediate  of  these,  but  not  the  most  prominent,  would 
shortening  of  the  sessions  of  Congress ;  the  beneficial  effects  of  which, 
ring  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  have  been  already  estimated, 
considerable  as  that  is,  it  would  be  the  least  of  its  advantages.    The 
of  Congress  arc  already  so  long,  that  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  great 
grievance.     It  deprives  the  country  ot  the  services  of  many  who  are 
it  qualified  to  promote  its  prosperity,  but  who  are  either  driven  from 
blic  councils,  or  deterred  from  entering  them,  by  the  heavy  pecuniary 
the  sacrifice  of  domestic  happiness,  incident  to  such  long  separa- 
Irom  their  business  and  families.     The  evil  is  still  on  the  increase, 
corresponding  loss  and  sacrifice  ;  and,  if  not  corrected,  will  continue 
>  with  our  population  and  wealth,  until  it  terminates  in  perpetual 
E*».    This  bill  would  do  much  to  put  a  stop  to  the  evil.    It  would 
*vij  diminish  the  business  ot  Congress  a  third  or  a  fourth,  and  shottew 
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the  sessions  in  the  same  proportion ;  and,  if  followed  up  by  other 
originating  in  the  same  spirit,  the  evil  may  be  kept  within 
bounds,  notwithstanding  our  great  and  rapid  growth.  It  ought 
borne  in  mind  that  this  growth,  to  which  no  limits  can  be  assigiq| 
once  our  glory  and  our  danger;  while  it  increases  our  importii) 
elevates  our  pride,  it  swells,  at  the  same  time,  the  patronage  of  the  0 
ment,  and  strengthens  its  central  tendency,  which,  if  not  resisted,  hJ 
in  consolidation,  by  drawing  the  whole  powers  of  the  system  to  thtj 
Hence  the  importance  of  the  principle  of  rigidly  holding  this  Gkmf 
to  the  few  great  objects  for  which  it  was  created,  and  lopping  off  |M 
wherever  it  can  be  done  safely.  The  less  this  Government  interim 
local  concerns,  and  with  what  can  be  properly  done  by  the  States,  th 
it  will  act  in  accordance  with  the  true  genius  of  our  political  systq 
the  more  certainly  accomplish  the  objects  for  which  it  was  institute! 

But  other  consequences  would  follow,  not  less  important ;  one  of  4 
prominent  of  which  would  be  to  place  the  new  States  on  an  equalitjij 
old.  According  to  the  theory  of  our  political  system,  the  General  Gonjl 
is  but  the  common  agent  of  the  States,  created  by  their  authority,  forj) 
ulation  of  their  mutual  interests,  leaving  all  subjects  of  a  peculiar  k 
character  to  be  regulated  by  their  separate  local  Governments.  In  4 
tribution,  the  land  or  territory  fell  to  the  State  Governments,  as  fa 
original  States  were  concerned.  But  the  fact  is  different  as  to  th 
States  which  have  grown  up  on  the  public  domain,  and  been  admit* 
the  Uuion  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  In  their  case,  the < 
lands,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  sold,  are  not  subject  to  the  cootf 
administration  of  the  new  States,  but  to  the  General  Government— li 
an  anomaly  certainly  not  in  strict  conformity  with  the  true  theory 
political  system.  It  is,  indeed,  so  little  so,  that  many  distinguished  c 
of  the  new  States  have  believed  it  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  conati 
and  maintained  that  the  very  fact  of  the  admission  of  a  State  dives 
Government  of  its  right  to  the  unsold  lands  within  its  territorial  lini 
transferred  them  to  the  State.  In  maintaining  this  position,  they  I 
the  ground,  that  the  control  of  the  domain  of  a  State  constitutes  a  pa 
its  sovereignty  ;  an  essential  portion,  of  which  it  cannot  be  divesl* 
that  stipulations  in  the  act  of  admission,  in  derogation  of  an  essentii 
bute  of  sovereignty,  arc  null  and  void. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  enter  into  the  discussioo 
question  at  this  time,  or  to  undertake  to  support  or  refute  the  argun 
which  it  is  countenanced.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  those  who  Ufa 
ferent  view  believe  that  the  position  is  erroneous,  and  that  the  causae 
consists  in  not  making  the  proper  diMinction  between  what  is  call 
eminent  domain  and  the  rights  of  property  in  land,  and  in  misconi 
the  true  relation,  in  our  complex  system,  between  the  General  Govs! 
and  the  States.  But  nil  must  admit,  whatever  may  be  their  opinio! 
these  different  views,  not  only  the  incongruity  of  the  anomaly  with 
niusof  our  system,  but  its  mischievous  influence,  and  the  expedient] 
moving  it,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  on  fair  and  equitable  terms. 

Among  the  mischievous  effects  of  the  anomaly  to  which  the  con 
have  referred,  may  be  enumerated  the  state  of  dependence  in  which  i 
the  new  States,  and  their  Representatives  in  Congress,  in  relation 
Government,  and  its  tendency,  in  consequence,  to  disturb  its  actio 
turn  it  from  the  course  best  calculated  to  accomplish  the  objects  for 
it  was  created.    That  it,  in  fa&l,  causea  *yh&i  d&^eudence,  no  one  act 
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ith  the  proceedings  of  Congress  will  deny.  The  great  and  dispropor- 
iltf  number  of  petitions  from  the  new  States,  seeking  either  justice  or 
»  special  favor  from  the  Government;  the  large  portion  of  the  sessions 
ton  business  in  which  they  have  a  peculiar  interest ;  the  immense  cor* 
oodence  of  their  Representatives,  growing  out  of  their  attention  to  the 
its  of  their  constituents,  both  in  Congress  and  at  the  departments — all 
the  fact.  How  could  it  be  otherwise,  when  one  hundred  and  sixty 
of  acres  of  land,  lying  in  the  territories  of  those  States,  are  still 
l-by  the  Government ;  when  all  claims  growing  out  of  the  lands  grant- 
ML  sold  are  referred  to  it  for  decision ;  when  scarcely  a  road,  or  canal, 
idbe  constructed  without  passing  through  the  public  lands,  and  requiring 
Mnent  or  aid  of  Congress ;  and  when  all  the  laws  relating  to  the  public 
fc,  either  to  retain  or  modify  the  existing  laws,  or  to  enact  new  ones,  de- 
~  on  the  same  authority?  It  is  not  possible  but  that  a  dependence  so 
co-operating  with  the  extensive  patronage  of  the  Government! 
its  numerous  officers,  must  be  sensibly  and  perniciously  felt,  in  its 
in  on  the  course  of  the  Government.  Those  who  are  dependants 
lly  lean  to  the  side  of  power ;  while  power  as  naturally  seeks  their 
tort,  as  the  means  of  strengthening  and  supporting  itself.  Acting  in 
"wice  to  this  principle,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  new  States, 
rir  solicitude  to  carry  favorite  measures,  or  to  obtain  some  special  fa- 
should,  temporarily  at  least,  seek  the  aid  of  the  dominant  party  of  the 
[in  the  General  Government ;  and,  on  the  other  side,  that  such  party, 
the  view  of  strengthening  itself,  should  favor  the  wishes  of  the  States 
tl  questions,  with  little  regard  to  the  general  interest.  It  is  thus,  by 
jiprocal  action  and  reaction  resulting  from  this  state  of  dependence, 
movements  ot  the  General  Government  may  be  disturbed  and  turned 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  instituted,  to  intermeddling  and  wasting  its 
on  objects  with  which  it  has  no  concern.  That  such  has  been 
the  history  of  our  legislation  but  too  often  and  too  clearly  attests, 
this,  there  is  but  one  remedy ;  and  that  is,  to  place  the  new  States, 
jrence  to  their  domain,  in  the  same  independent  condition  with  the 
So  long  as  the  present  state  of  dependence,  so  humiliating  to  the  new 
and  corrupting  in  its  tendency  to  both  old  and  new,  continues,  so 
will  its  mischievous  influence  over  the  action  of  the  Government  be 
The  passage  of  this  hill  would  apply  an  appropriate  and  effectual 
ly,  and  the  only  one  that  can  be  devised. 

ire  still  remains  another  and  strong  objection  against  the  continuance 

present  system,  and  in  favor  of  the  proposed  measure.     It  belongs  to 

iture  of  things  that  the  old  and  new  States  should  take  different  views, 

different  feelings,  and  favor  a  different  course  of  policy,  in  reference 

lands  within  their  limits.     It  is  natural  for  the  one  to  regard  them 

ly  as  a  source  of  revenue,  and  to  estimate  them  according  to  the  amount 

s  income  annually  derived  from  them;  while  the  other  as  naturally 

Is  them,  almost  exclusively,  as  a  portion  of  their  domain,  and  as  the 

ition  of  their  population,  wealth,  power,  and  importance.    They  have 

emphatically  the  feelings  of  ownership,  accompanied  by  the  irapres- 

Ithat  they  ought  to  have  the  principal  control,  and  the  greater  share  of 

its  derived  from  them.     To  their  labor,  enterprise,  and  exposure,  they 

the  magic  effects  which,  in  a  few  years,  have  changed  a  wilderness 

well-cultivated  regions,  studded  with  beautiful  towns,  villages,  and 

penetrated  by  canals,  and  intersected  by  roads  in  all  directions,  giv- 
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iog  value  to  the  more  inferior  and  inaccessible  portions  of  the  li 
unsold  and  held  by  the  Government.    Seeing  all  this,  and  fedii 
intensely  what  their  interests  and  wants  demand,  than  can  possibly 
or  felt  by  those  who  are  remote  and  ignorant  of  the  real  condition  of  I 
it  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that  such  opposite  and  conflicting  views 
frequently  be  taken,  by  the  new  and  old  States,  of  the  policy  that 
be  pursued  in  reference  to  the  public  lands.    These  conflicting  vi 
lead  to  conflicting  measures,  increasing  in  violence  as  the  popul 
the  political  weight  of  the  new  and  old  States  approach  nearer  to 
Like  all  other  couflicts  of  the  kind,  they  will  run  into  the  President*!* 
test,  adding  to  its  violence,  and,  through  it,  influencing  and  distui 
general  policy  of  the  Government. 

That  there  is,  in  fact,  a  growing  tendency  to  conflict,  and  that  ift 
has  increased  with  the  growth  of  the  new  States,  will  not  he  denied^ 
conversant  with  the  proceedings  of  Congress  for  the  Inst  ten  or  twain; 
and  who  have  witnessed  the  increase,  both  in  numbers  and  excil 
questions  growing  out  of  the  public  lauds.  The  cause  in  which  it 
ates  will  continue  to  act  with  increased  strength,  just  in  proportion 
new  States  become  more  capable  of  asserting  with  effect  their  viewsrfi 
policy  which  ought  to  prevail  in  reference  to  the  lands,  till  they  shall  f 
attained  an  ascendency  in  the  councils  of  the  Union,  when  they  will 
mand,  as  a  right,  much  more  than  what  they  would  now  readily 
a  satisfactory  adjustment.  That  period  is  not  remote.  Under  the 
of  the  present  year,  they  will  probably  have  two-fifths  of  the  House  of] 
resentatives.  In  two  or  three  years,  three  or  four  additional  States 
admitted  into  the  Union:  which  will  give  the  new  States  twenty  six 
of  the  sixty  members  of  the  Senate  ;  and  they  will  then  have  about 
third  of  the  electoral  college.  In  ten  years  more,  under  the  census  of 
they  wiil  not  improbably  have  an  ascendency  in  the  Union.  It  is  not< 
cult  to  foresee  that,  if  nothing  should  be  done,  the  whole  of  the  intei 
period  would  be  one  of  agitation  and  conflict  in  reference  to  the 
lands,  rendered  more  violent  by  the  mischievous  and  dangerous  ioi 
it  would  exercise  over  the  Presidential  question  ;  and  that  the  longer 
adjustment  of  the  subject  is  delayed,  the  more  the  passions  will  beesci 
and  the  more  difficult  it  will  be  to  reconcile  opposing  demands.  Said 
then,  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  and  patriotism  to  adjust  the  question  whilf 
can  be  done  quietly  and  easily,  and  on  fair  and  equitable  terms,  to  the  nl 
tual  benefit  of  all  instead  of  leaving  it  open,  at  the  hazard  of  losing  t 
whole  of  the  public  lands,  with  all  the  mischievous  and  dangerous  con: 
quences  that  would  flow  from  the  struggle. 

Having  now  presented  the  reasons  for  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  co 
mittee  will  next  proceed  to  consider  the  objections  against  it  At  tb 
head  stands  the  objection  that  the  cession  would,  in  fact,  prove  to  be  bu 
surrender  of  the  lands  to  the  States.  It  assumes  that  the  States  would  I 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  cession  ;  that  they  would  neglect  or 
fuse  to  pay  over  to  the  Government  its  share  of  the  purchase  money:  tl 
there  would  be  no  way  of  enforcing  payment ;  and  that,  in  the  eoa,  1 
lands  would  be  lost  without  compensation.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  il 
possible  that  such  might  prove  to  be  the  case ;  but,  it  may  be  asked,  is  tb 
not  also  a  possibility  that  the  lands  may  be  lost  if  nothing  should  be  dot 
It  is,  at  the  worst,  hazard  against  hazard  ;  and  the  only  question  is,  wb 
is  the  greater  ?   Whether  it  is  more  probable  that  the  States  would  viol 
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fated  faith,  solemnly  given  to  an  arrangement  at  once  just  and  lib* 
lOrted  by  their  votes,  and  in  the  observance  of  which  they  would 
rang*  in  tores  t ;  or,  that  in  the  struggle  resulting  from  conflicting 
policy  in  reference  to  the  public  lands,  they  would  he  lost  in  the 
!>f  the  conflict,  if  something  he  not  done  to  prevent  it?  It  is,  in 
qcusstiou  of  probability  between  the  deliberate  violation  of  faith, 
want  of  a  sense  of  justice  on  the  part  of  the  States,  and  that  of 
slice  into  their  own  hands,  under  a  feeling  of  resentment  resulting 

impressiou  of  wrong,  well  or  ill  founded.  In  weighing  these 
iea,  it  may  be  asked,  whether  there  is  any  just  cause  to  distrust 
frith  oi  the  new  States  ?  They  have  all  pledged  their  faith  to 
rament,  in  reference  to  these  lands,  in  assenting  to  the  conditions 
idmission  into  the  Union  ;  pledged,  among  other  things,  not  to  tax 

five  years  after  they  are  sold.  Have  they  violated  this,  or  any 
dge,  in  a  single  instance  ?  Has  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  been  faith* 
lerved.  under  much  pecuniary  and  fiscal  embarrassment  on  the 
many  of  the  States,  when  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  taxing 
ave  afforded  substantial  relief/  Why,  then,  doubt  their  good  faith 
ace  to  the  proposed  arrangement  /  But  a  much  deeper  and  more 
tensive  question  may  be  propounded.  If  the  faith  of  the  States  is 
»  trusted,  what  becomes  of  our  system  of  government  ?  On  what 
nndation  does  it  rest,  but  on  their  fidelity  to  their  engagements  ? 
i  our  constitution,  but  a  compact  between  the  States  resting  on  their 

I  faith  ?     What  is  this  Government,  but  the  offspring  nf  that  pledge  ? 
it  becoming"  in  us,  who  derive  our  existence  from  it,  to  estimate 

the  faith  of  the  States? 

lie  bill  does  not  rely  simply  on  their  good  faith  for  the  observance 
eonditions  of  the  cession,  sacred  as  it  ought  to  be  regarded.  It  pro- 
tiat  the  violation  of  any  of  the  conditions,  and,  among  others,  that 
iog  over  to  the  Government  its  share  of  the  annual  proceeds  of 
n  of  the  public  lands,  at  the  time  fixed,  shall  work  a  forfeiture 
cession;  and  that  all  grants  from  the  State,  for  lands  sold  subse- 

II  such  violation,  shall  be  null  and  void:  thus  placing  the  whole  un- 
i  jurisdiction  of  the  courts,  and  making  it  the  interest  of  the  State 
l  citizens  to  adhere  to  the  conditions.  A  violation  would  have  the 
If  arresting  the  sales  of  the  land  within  the  State.  No  one  would  be 
[  to  purchase  under  a  doubtful  title ;  and  it  is  not  probable  that  a 
br  the  sake  of  the  inconsiderable  sum  to  be  gained  by  retaining  the 
BDeut  share  of  the  sales  of  the  preceding  year,  would  expose  itself 
tcitizens  to  the  embarrassment  and  loss  which  would  result  from  the 
je  of  the  sales.  Add  to  these  considerations  the  effect  which  the 
and  generous  policy  proposed  by  the  bill  must  have  in  binding  the 
lo  the  faithful  observance  of  their  engagements,  and  the  committee 
Bvinced  that  there  is,  to  say  the  least,  a  reasonable  assurance,  such 
vise  and  prudent  rely  on  in  the  business  transactions  of  life,  that  the 
vould  faithfully  abide  by  the  conditions  of  the  cession,  should  the 
■  ;  and  that  there  would  be  far  less  hazard  of  losing  the  lands,  than 
fce  system  as  it  now  stands. 

it  may  be  asserted,  that  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  between 
Ms  and  this  Government  is  dangerous,  and  ought  to  be  avoided* 
ttoiittee  do  not  think  that  this  bill  establishes  such  relation ;  but, 
ig  the  objection  in  its  full  force,  may  it  not  be  asked,  in  turn,  if  the 
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present  relation  of  landlord,  which  the  Government  bean  to 
States,  is  not  one  equally  objectionable  and  dangerous,  and 
to  reconcile  with  the  principles  of  our  government  ?    If  the 
between  them,  the  simple  question  would  be,  which  is  p 
new  States  should  become  debtors  to  the  Government,  so  far  u  to 
gated  to  pay  over  to  it  annually,  out  of  the  unappropriated- 
existing  fund  in  hand,  derived  from  the  ceded  lands  themselves,  ths 
one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  each ;  or,  that  they  should' 
two-thirds  of  their  domain  under  its  exclusive  regulation  and 
the  dependence  it  creates,  and  all  its  humiliating  and  misehi 
sequences?    The  committee  would  not  consent  to  place  the  " 
their  views,  in  the  relation  of  debtors  to  this  Government, 
reasons ;  but  they  cannot  doubt  that,  in  this  case,  it  is  far  beOar 
that  the  present  relation  should  be  superseded,  even  were  thai 
and  creditor  substituted,  in  the  modified  form  proposed  by  this  bS/f 

But  it  may  be  objected  by  some,  that  the  lands  would  not  be 
and  faithfully  managed  by  the  States,  if  placed  under  their  ad 
as  they  now  are.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised,  that  there  would  be 
cutty  in  the  way  of  their  management  if  the  cession  should  bsi 
leaving  the  lands  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  States,  without  liimttfi 
striction.  It  is  easy  to  see  that,  in  such  case,  there  would  spring  op 
petition  between  the  States ;  each  striving  to  turn  the  tide  of  im 
its  favor,  by  lowering  the  price  of  lands,  or  making  the  terms  of 
favorable,  or  granting  them  away  on  the  simple  condition  of 
one  State  should  commence  the  policy,  all  would  be  compelled  tof 
and  the  consequence  would  be,  that  the  whole  system  would  fall' 
fusion,  to  be  followed  by  the  loss  of  the  lands,  and  opening  a  wid 
speculation  and  monopoly.  But  effectual  guards  are  provided 
danger,  by  adopting  the  present  system,  in  all  its  parts,  as  modifild 
bill,  with  the  provision  that  it  shall  not  be  altered  but  by  the 
Congress ;  thus  giving  the  system  equal  uniformity  with  the 
increased  stability.  With  these  guards,  there  can  be  no  rational 
the  perfect  competency  of  the  States  to  manage  successfully  the 
tration  of  the  public  lands.  They  are  more  familiar  with  the  sutg 
Congress ;  would  have  more  leisure  to  bestow  on  them ;  and  be  mpol 
liable  to  be  influenced  in  their  administration  by  other  and  disttaetiq 
terests.  It  is  a  fact,  which  will  not  be  contested,  that  Congress,  take* 
body,  is  more  deficient  in  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  public  lands, 
any  other  subject  on  which  it  is  called  to  act ;  and  this  is  not  sorpn 
when  the  voluminous  legislation,  and  the  vast  and  multifarious  chai 
of  the  subject,  are  taken  into  consideration.  It  is  notorious,  that,  on 
subjects  connected  with  the  public  lands,  particularly  that  of  claims  a 
portion  of  both  Houses  have  to  act  more  on  faith  in  the  few  who  af 
quainted  with  the  subject,  than  on  their  own  knowledge.  Far  dif 
would  be  the  case  with  the  Legislatures  of  the  new  States ;  each  wod 
familiar  with  the  subject  within  the  limits  of  the  State ;  and  as  quel 
growing  out  of  the  lands  would  be  the  important  and  leading  on* 
members  desirous  of  reputation  or  influence  would  take  caie  to  1 
themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  them.  To  sum  up  the  who* 
few  words:  Of  all  subjects  of  legislation,  land  is  that  which  monea| 
cally  requires  a  local  superintendence  and  administration ;  and,  the* 
ought  pre  eminently  to  belong,  under  our  system,  to  Stale  togUatiol 
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l  this  bill  proposes  to  subject  it  exclusively  in  the  new  States,  as  it 
p  has  been  in  the  old. 

I  another  question,  in  this  connexion,  remains  to  be  considered.  To 
a  a  judicious  and  faithful  administration  of  the  lands,  the  Stales  must 
ply  be  competent,  but  also  be  attentive  and  vigilant  in  their  adminis- 
B ;  which  presents  the  question,  Is  there  any  assurance  that  such  would 
pease?  The  answer  to  this  question  will  depend  chiefly  on  the  inter- 
py  may  have  in  their  management ;  and  that,  again,  on  the  share  of  the 
of  the  sales  of  the  lands  to  be  left  with  them,  as  a  compensation 
rir  expense,  trouble,  and  responsibility ;  and  that  brings  up  the  in- 
What  ought  that  compensation  to  be  ?  It  is  easy  to  decide  the  ques- 
the  abstract,  but  not  a  little  difficult  to  fix  on  the  precise  amount. 
can  be  no  doubt  that  it  ought  to  be  sufficiently  large  to  identify 
ly  the  interest  of  the  States  and  the  Government.  Such  a  corn- 
would  unite  their  interest  and  the  weight  of  their  joint  authority 
of  a  judicious  and  faithful  administration,  by  which  the  revenue 
from  the  lands  would  be  increased,  to  their  mutual  profit,  and  give 
and  success  to  the  measure. 
ling,  as  a  majority  of  the  committee  do,  from  the  new  States,  they  are 
led  by  a  feeling  of  delicacy  from  offering  an  opinion  as  to  the  pre- 

Knsation  that  would  be  sufficient  to  secure  these  important  advan* 
te  bill,  as  introduced,  provides  for  the  payment  of  one  half  of  the 
[annual  proceeds  to  the  Government ;  leaving  the  other  to  the  States, 
rir  expense,  trouble,  and  responsibility.     Without  undertaking  the 
r,  whether  it  would  or  would  not  be  a  sufficient  allowance,  they  pro- 
strike  out  that  portion  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  leave  it  in  blank,  to  be 
the  Senate,  after  full  deliberation  ;  and  have,  accordingly,  reported 
id  men  t  to  that  effect. 

*r  to  aid  its  deliberation  in  this  particular,  it  may  be  proper  to  re* 

it  the  gross  average  amount  of  income  from  the  lands  embraced  in 

has  been  assumed  to  be  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars; 

annual  expense,  taken  in  the  broad  sense  already  explained,  has  been 

at  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;   which  would  be 

ro  per  cent,  on  the  gross  income  as  assumed,  and  which,  it  is  pre- 

all  will  admit  ought  at  least  to  be  allowed.     The  only  question 

kins,  is,  what  additional  sum  ought  to  be  allowed,  in  order  to  insure 

ility  of  interest  which  is  indispensable  to  the  proper  working  and 

iplete  success  of  the  measure? 

ly  possibly  throw  some  light  on  the  subject,  and  facilitate  the  deci- 

state,  that  the  bill  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of 

of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  granting  certain 

certain  States,  which  was  introduced  in  1S32,  and  passed,  but  was 

by  the  President,  allowed,  in  addition  to  the  five  per  cent,  fund, 

and  a  half  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  the  States  within 

the  lands  were  situated,  over  and  above  their  equal  distributive  share 

other  States,  of  the  remaining  portion  of  their  proceeds.    Should 

[per  cent,    be  considered  by  the   Senate   as  a   sufficient  additional 

ction,  it  would  raise  the  amount  retained  by  the  States  out  of 

proceeds,  for  their  compensation,  to  thirty-four  and  a  half  per 

and,  consequently,  increase  the  amount  proposed  by  the  bill  as  it 

to  be  paid  by  the  States  to  the  Government,  from  fifty  to  sixty* 

a  half  per  cent-    £u*>  whether  that  ought  to  be  allowed,  or  the 
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one  proposed  in  the  bill,  or  some  other  intermediate  one,  the 
not  undertake  to  decide.     Their  object  is  simply  to  give  results,  ia 
afford  the  Senate  the  means  of  judging.    But  they  feel  assured 
policy  requires  that  the  compensation  should  be  liberal ;  and  that, 
liberal  it  may  be,  within  the  bounds  of  justice  and  reason,  the  ~ 
will  be  much  more  than  compensated  for  any  supposed  loss  in  its 
by  the  many  and  great  advantages  which  would  follow,  in  other 

The  committee  have  now,  after  a  full  and  calm  investigation, 
the  opinion  they  have  formed  of  the  general  merits  of  the  bill ;  bo^i 
cisive  as  it  is  in  its  favor,  compared  with  the  existing  system,  they  " 
they  have  not  yet  completed  their  task.    In  order  to  justify  a 
ation  of  its  adoption,  they  must  go  one  step  farther,  and  show 
preferable  to  the  only  other  measure  which  has  been  proposed  on 
subject:  they  refer  to  the  scheme  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of 
of  the  public  lands  among  the  States.    They  do  not  intend  to  enl 
-elaborate  examination  of  the  merits  of  that  scheme ;  it  would  be 
-after  the  full  and  able  discussion  of  the  subject  on  a  recent  occasion. 
object  is  simply  to  compare,  briefly,  the  two  measures,  in  referenced 
more  prominent  features. 

Of  the  two,  then,  the  scheme  of  distribution  is  by  far  the  most 
hensive  and  sweeping.     It  extends  to  the  whole  of  the  public 
well  to  that  lying  in  the  new  States,  as  that  in  the  territories  and 
reaching  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  containing,  as  has  been  stated,  ten 
and  eighty  five  millions  of  acres.    It  proposes,  as  the  committee  m 
the  scheme,  apparently  to  transfer,  for  a  limited  lime,  but  in  fact 
the  whole  proceeds  of  this  vast  domain  from  the  public  treasury  to 
arate  use  of  the  States,  without  compensation.     It  would  be,  in  fad, 
tuitous  and  unconditional  cession  of  the  whole  public  domain  to  the 
in  their  separate  capacity.     The  loss  of  revenue  to  the  Government 
that  source  would  he  total — not  less  than  five  or  six  millions  anmtoll] 
stead  of  a  few  hundred  thousands  only.     After  what  has  been  staled, 
need  be  said  in  reference  to  the  bill,  to  show  the  difference,  in  them 
between  the  two  measures.    It  is  sufficient  to  repeat,  that  the  bill 
less  than  one-sixth  part  of  the  public  domain,  and  that,  for  the  most 
mere  remnants  of  an  inferior  quality ;  that  the  cession  ii,  in  fact,  not  *\ 
but  a  conditional  sale  for  an  adequate  compensation  ;  and  that  its 
the  finances  of  the  Government  would  be  inconsiderable,  even  if 
what  is  proposed  by  the  bill. 

In  a  political  point  of  view,  the  contrast  is  not  less  striking.  ThescM 
of  distribution,  regarded  in  that  aspect,  would  not  be  accompanied  " 
single  compensation  for  the  heavy  loss  to  the  public  treasury.    The 
ness  of  Congress  would  not  be  in  the  least  contracted,  nor  the  see 
shortened,  nor  the  patronage  of  the  Government  diminished,  por  the 
pendence  of  the  new  States  reduced,  nor  the  tendency  to  conflict  i""*J 
them  and  the  old  States  arrested  ;  and,  so  far  from  lessening  the  I 
losing  the  public  lands,  it  would  be  greatly  increased,  by  bringing  their  u 
ests  into  more  direct  and  intense  conflict. 

Nor  is  the  contrast,  as  to  the  objects  of  the  two  measures,  lea  Ail 
That  of  distribution  is  to  pervert  a  common  fund,  intended  for  the< 
benefit  of  the  States,  in  their  united  federative  character,  to  the 
of  the  States  in  their  individual  character,  as  distinct  community; 
on  the  contrary,  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  dispose  of  the  common ' 
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■t  advantage,  regarding  the  States  in  their  united  federal  character, 
lairing  no  change,  nor  any  reduction  in  the  income  from  the  lands, 
ph  aft  a  just  regard  to  sound  policy  may  demand. 
p  committee  will  conclude  their  report  on  this  important  measure  by 
iktief  remarks  on  the  only  material  amendment  which  they  have  pro- 
<io  the  bill — that  of  adding  a  section  authorizing  the  States,  at  their 
lion,  and  within  certain  limits,  to  pass  pre-emption  acts.  It  provides 
States  may,  at  the  several  stages  of  graduation,  as  provided  for  in 
give  a  preference  to  actual  settlers  on  the  land  at  the  time  of  grad- 
andat  the  graduated  price,  if  they  should  enter  and  pay  for  the 
fithin  three  months.  They  have  reported  this  amendment  from  a 
motion  that  the  principles  both  of  graduation  and  pre-emption  are 
r,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  the  successful  operation  of  the 
un,  and  that,  without  them,  this  measure  would  be  imperfect.  The 
ly  originates  in  the  great  extent  of  the  public  domain  to  which  the 
titles  are  extinguished,  and  which  lies  open  and  ready  to  be  occupied 
first  comer.  By  reference  to  table  marked  D,  it  will  be  seen  that 
le  quantity  of  lands  to  which  the  Indian  titles  have  been  extin- 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Government  to  the  1st  of  Jonuary  last, 
^736,312  acres ;  of  which  there  have  been  sold  by  the  Government 
,191  acres,  and  granted  to  the  States  and  individuals  12,690,334  acres; 
Ft  unsold  225,962,787  acres. 

lilion,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  unsold  lands  to  which  the 
titles  have  been  extinguished  lie  interspersed  among  the  sold,  and 
are  scattered  over  a  vast  region  of  about  five  hundred  and  forty -six 
five  hundred  square  miles — the  extent  of  the  new  States  and  Ter- 
a  surface  equal  to  more  than  eight  times  that  of  Virginia.    If  to 
:ts  we  add  the  strong  disposition  that  our  people  have  to  emigra- 
rticularly  the  poorer  and  more  enterprising  classes,  with  the  view  of 
an  independent  home,  and  bettering  their  condition,  and  how  many 
bout  the  present  means  of  purchasing,  as  well  as  how  much  of  the 
land  is  worth  less  than  the  minimum  price,  some  conception  may 
of  the  great  numbers  who  must  in  time  settle  on  the  public  lands 
purchasing,  or  possessing  a  legal  title.     It  requires  but  little  reflec- 
ee  that  occupation  and  improvement  will,  in  a  short  time,  attach  the 
of  property  to  their  possessions.    They,  in  fact,  constitute  the  prim- 
it  to  lands — a  right  preceding  all  paper  grants  or  titles,  and  de- 
jtly  from  the  Author  of  our  being.     With  the  growth  of  that  feel- 
right  of  each  occupant  would  be  regarded  by  all  others  as  sacred, 
to  be  disturbed.     It  would  become  so  strong  with  time,  and  with 
ing  numbers  and  strength  of  the  settlers,  that  no  one  would  dare 
or  purchase  the  land  occupied.    It  would  outrage  the  sense  of  jus- 
the  whole  body  of  occupants,  who  would  make  common  cause,  so 
inger  the  safety  of  the  bold  intruder.     As  soon  as  that  point  is 
I,  no  other  title  to  the  public  lauds  would  be  sought  or  desired,  but 
don  and  improvement ;  when  all  sales  would  cease,  and  when  the 
of  the  Government  to  the  lands  would  be  disregarded,  and  virtually 
Jed.     The  evil  would  be  beyond  the  civil  power  ;  and  the  nature 
Government  and  a  feeling  of  sympathy  would  forbid  expulsion 
iry  force.     It  will  be  readily  perceived  that  this  process  would 
jrated  and  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  occupants  would,  un- 
constitutions  of  the  States,  be  citizens  entitled  to  vote  for  the  members 
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of  their  legislatures  and  of  the  popular  branch  of  Congress,  and  would  i 
constitute  a  great  and  powerful  portion  of  their  constituents,  unite!  i 
compact  body,  and  having  one  absorbing  interest,  directed  e: 
securing  their  right  to  the  lands  occupied,  to  the  great  disturbance 
regular  course  of  legislation,  both  of  Congress  and  of  the  State " 

That  such  would  be  the  result,  unless  something  should  be  done) 
vent  it,  cannot  be  doubted  ;  and  the  only  question  is,  what  can  be 

The  first  and  most  natural  impression  is,  to  prevent  the  occn| 
the  unsold  lands.     It  seems  contrary,  at  first  glance,  to  the 
justice,  that  individuals  should  be  permitted  to  occupy  and  use, 
own,  what  belongs  to  the  whole  community ;  and  still  more  so, 
who  are  intruders  and  trespassers  should  profit  by  their  intri 
trespasses ;  and  it  is  natural  to  conclude,  that  intruders  ought  to  be 
or  expelled  if  they  take  possession.    But  a  little  reflection  will  be 
to  show  the  impracticability  of  this  course.    The  vast  amount  rfl 
unsold  lands,  extending  over  limits  sufficient  for  an  empire,  pli 
yond  the  civil  power  of  the  Government,  or  any  other  which 
ought  to  be  put  into  its  possession.    It  would  take  a  whole  army #1 
slials  and  deputies  to  be  constantly  employed.    To  think  of  thadl 
power,  would  be  out  of  the  question.     To  effect  it  by  the  army,tki| 
ent  establishment  would  have  to  be  more  than  doubled,  at  an 
greatly  exceeding  the  worth  of  the  lands,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
to  the  use  of  such  force  against  a  portion  of  our  own  fellow-citn 
other  points  of  view. 

As  it  is,  then,  impracticable  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  the 
lands  of  the  Government  by  settlers,  it  only  remains  to  mitigate  i 
if  such  it  may  be,  that  cannot  be  prevented.     The  committee  can 
no  other  means  of  doing  it,  than  by  a  judicious  system  of  pre-emption, 
reduction  of  price,  combined  ;  the  effect  of  which  would  be,  from  f~ 
time,  to  induce  the  settlers  to  purchase,  both  by  bringing  the  price 
their  menus,  and  exciting  them,  from  the  fear  of  losing  their  setlk 
to  raise  the  purchase  money  by  industry  and  economy.    Hence  the 
of  limiting;  as  is  provided  in  the  amendment,  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
only  to  lands  subject  to  graduation,  but  to  the  respective  periods  of  gnJ 
ting.    It  is  thus,  if  any  way,  that  the  number  of  occupants  withoit 
titles  may  be  reduced,  and  the  inducements  to  form  a  combined  bo 
maintain  their  possessions  weakened  ;  the  evil  thereby  be  brought  vii 
moderate  limits,  and  the  loss  of  the  lands  prevented. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  no  measure  can  be  devised  so 
calculated  to  effect  these  important  objects  as  that  embraced  by  the  bill, 
the  proposed  amendment.  It  would  unite  the  joint  interest  and  anth< 
of  the  Government  and  the  States  to  maintain  the  system  as  modified! 
the  bill ;  while  the  right  secured  to  the  States  to  reduce  prices  and 
pre-emptions,  at  their  discretion,  would  place  the  exercise  of  the  power! 
the  hands  of  those  most  competent,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  subject^ 
exercise  it  with  skill  aud  fidelity.  Each  State  would  judge  and  act  for  W 
within  the  prescribed  limits,  without  having  any  motive  to  accelerate  or] 
tard  the  pi  ogress  of  graduating,  or  to  extend  preemptions  beyond  what 
interest  would  demand.  The  great  advantages  of  this  local  discretion  f 
action  will  he  reodily  understood  by  adverting  to  the  great  difference  in 
character  and  quality  of  the  lands  in  the  west  and  southwest,  compared  wi 
the  northwest,  and  how  differently  the  power  should  be  applied  in  theti 
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The  former  are  covered  with  large  and  unproductive  tracts  of  pine 
►and  swamps,  with  a  very  small  portion  of  good  lands  interspersed; 
|*  great  body  of  the  other  is  fertile,  and  that  which  is  not  is,  for  the 

P,  adjacent  to  that  which  is,  and  has,  in  consequence,  a  value  im- 
it  for  residence,  timber,  or  other  materials.    In  the  one  case,  re- 
"  and  pre-emption  may  be  ^necessary  to  the  full  extent  provided  for 
H  as  amended ;  while,  in  the  other,  they  may  either  not  be  applied 
much  more  sparingly.    This  flexibility  in  the  application  of  the 
adjusting  itself  to  the  local  and  peculiar  condition  of  each  State, 
last  and  decided  advantage,  in  this  respect,  to  the  arrangement 
in  the  bill,  over  the  inflexible  and  uniform  application  of  the  same 
luction  and  pre-emption  to  States  so  differently  situated,  and  hav- 
diflbrent  interests,  as  would  be  the  case  under  the  existing  land 

ihtee,  having  presented  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on  the 

ttrits  of  the  measure  proposed,  have,  in  conclusion,  to  state  that 

has  been  drawn  up  on  the  supposition  that  expenditures  in  the 

by  this  Government,  for  internal  improvements,  would  cease 

bill  pass ;  and  have,  accordingly,  included  them,  in  the  estimates 

Ihures,  as  constituting  a  corresponding  saving  to  the  General 

it 
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f  the  probable  expense  incident  to  the  management  of  the  pub' 
embraced  in  the  bill,  if  the  present  system  should  continue, 
data  derived  from  its  past  operations. 


ing  and  selling,  (see  annexed  estimate,  No.  1)    - 
Indian   titles,  (see  annexed  statement, 


i  and  donations,  except  every  16th  section  for 
nds,  based  on  the  actual  quantity  heretofore  grant- 
Dated  at  $1  25  per  acre,  and  on  the  supposition 
grants  and  donations  will  be  as  peat  hereafter,  in 
m  to  the  quantity  to  be  sold,  as  they  liave  been  for 

al  improvements,  excluding  expenditures  on  the 
ppi  and  Ohio,  and  including  the  Cumberland  road, 
lg  the  two  per  cent  fund  applicable  to  that  road  - 
onal  expense  of  Congress  in  legislating  for  the  new 
MUMd  on  the  average  expense  of  the  last  ten  years, 
ing  to  a  fraction  over  770,000  dollars  annually ; 
nexed  statement,  No.  3,)  and  on  the  supposition 
eleventh  of  the  expense  was  chargeable  to  that 
of  legislation,  which  would  make  annually  110,000 
ana,  multiplied  by  80,  the  number  of  years  ie~ 
o  dispose  of  the  lands  embraced  in  the  bill,  would 
to  -----  - 

per  cent  fund,  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  surren- 
j  the  States,  on  the  sum  of  $204,285,266,  the  esti- 
snount  of  unsold  lands  in  the  new  States,  at  $1  26 
\j  (see  annexed  statement  by  the  Commissioner) 


,  total  expenditure,  including  the  6  per  cent  fund, 
B0  years  required  lor  selling  the  public  lands  in  the 
itetyof     ------ 


•8,118,261 
2,841,230 


7,017,540 


6,939,274 


8,800,000 


10,814^01 


*44,<#4£63 


divided  by  80,  the  length  of  time  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  dfih 
a  whole  lands  embraced  in  the  bill,  would  give  for  the  avenge 
m  a  fraction  above  550,000  dollars. 


[400  J  It 

No.  1. 

Estimate  of  the  expenses  for  surveying  and  selling  the  lands  f4 
ing  in  the  States,  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 

Office. 

Cost  of  surveying  and  platting  '62,139,564  acres,  at  91  96>  $1 
Compensation  of  the  registers  and  receivers  on  163,430,206 

acres,  at  $1  25— #204,285,266  acres,  at  $3  06      - 
Expenditures  of  the  General  Land  Office  on  '163,430,805 

acres,  at  4^  mills  - 


Total 


To  which  should  be  added  the  probable  cost  of  purchasing  the 
to  6>992>440  acres  in  Michigan. 


No.  8. 


War  Dbpartmbuiv 

Office  Indian  Af airs,  April  W 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
"the  probable  expense  of  extinguishing  the"  titles  of  the  WyftftM' 
lands  now  occupied  by  them  in  Ohio  is  estimated  at  $134,97*; 
Miamies,  to  their  lands  in  Indiana,  #1,009,600;  and  of  the 
their  lands  in  Michigan,  $1,339,866.    In  making  these  estimito%1' 
been  guided  by  the  amounts  lately  paid  to  the  several  tribes  fcr    "*' 
similar  lands. 

The  cost  of  emigrating  the  Wyandots,  wfco  number  abort  W^%{ 
ttatod  at  $33,000,  or  $65  per  head ;  and  of  subsisting  them  tor  mr  ~ 
their  new  country  west,  $20,000 :  for  the  emigration  of  the  Miami* 
1,100  in  number,  at  $50  per  head,  $56,000 ;  and  subsistence, 
the  emigration  of  the  Chippewas,  who  are  supposed  to  number 
Kt  960  per  head,  $72,000 ;  and  subsistence,  $40,000.    1  haft* 
eeet  of  subsistence  in  this  statement,  as  this  expense,  of  late  yean,  his 
aiabty  attended  the  removal  of  Indian  tribes.    No  eottipatalMI 
madeirf  the  value  of  lands,  which  must  necessarily  to  faerigull  t* 
vest 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,  J 

T.  HARTLEY  CRAWFOBI 


No.  3. 


Treasury  DsPAorratirr, j 
Register's  Office,  April  Vb\m 

Sir  :  The  amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  during  the  last  ten  jj 
on  account  of  the  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  tbsj 


•  These  amounts  include  the  8,939,440  aero  not  yet  cedsd  'm 


It  [  460  ] 

* 

Congress,  the  salaries  of  their  officers,  for  their  contingent  and  all 
nses,  including  the  library,  was  as  follows,  viz : 

9698,764  16 

394,288  43 

871,818  68 

469,073  83 

- 943,161  13 

729,317  28 

916,819  86 

903,764  68 

14389,286  60 

602,643  14 

$7,712,796  68 

e  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  SMITH. 
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War  Department, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  April  W,l 

Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  [  have  the  honof  to 
that,  since  September,  1838,  and  prior  to  January  1, 1840,  the 
to  200,080  acres  of  land  was  extinguished,  viz:  177,000  acres  it 
by  the  treaty  of  November,  1838,  with  the  Miamies ;  40  acres  in 
by  the  treaty  of  February,  1839,  with  the  Saganaw  tribe  of  C 
and  23,040  acres  in  Wisconsin :  to  which  a  fee -simple  title 
the  Brothertown  Indians  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1839. 
Respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

T.  HARTLEY  ORA 
Hon.  John  Norvell,  n 

Senate  of  the  United  States. 


A  BILL  to  cede  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  new  States,  on  certtkenilf* 

therein  mentioned.  fc 

_k 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  ef  Representatives  sftksl 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  all  the  public laodn 

the  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  ~ 

Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Michigan,  with  the  exceptions  of  the  sites  off 

tions,  navy  and  dock  yards,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  all  other  publij 

ings,  shall,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  fartT-d 

be  ceded  to  the  States  within  the  limits  of  which  they  are  respeetiinjj 

uated,  they  having  previously  complied  with  the  following  condition: 

First.  That  the  said  States  shall  severally  pass  acts,  to  be  irmoa 
that  they  will  annually  pay  to  the  United  States  [fifty]  per  eeoLon 
gross  amount  of  the  sales  of  such  lands,  including  under  sales,  gnats, 
donations  by  the  States,  estimating  the  lands  at  the  selling  price  el  *a  t 
of  the  graut  or  donation,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  of  etch 
ceeding  year. 

Secondly.  That  the  minimum  price,  as  now  fixed  by  law,  shall 
unchanged  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  aforesaid ;  but  after  that 
the  price  may  be  reduced  by  the  States  respectively,  according  to  the 
ing  scale :  all  lands  theretofore  offered  at  public  sale,  and  then 
unsold  ten  years  or  upward,  preceding  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jnaet 
may  be  reduced  by  said  States  to  a  price  not  less  than  one  dollar  par 
and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and  ratnauMM] 
sold  fifteen  years  or  upward,  preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  ef  Jl 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  said 
to  a  price  not  less  than  seventy- five  cents  per  acre;  and  all  lands  thai 
have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty 
upward,  preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hu 
forty  two,  may  then  be  reduced  by  said  States  to  a  price  not  lest  than 
cents  per  acre ;  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  offered  at  paHfe 
and  remaining  unsold  twenty-five  years  or  upward,  preceding  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  may  thamaf 
reduced  by  said  States  to  a  price  not  leas  than  twenty-five  cents  per 


S3  [  480  ] 

lands  that  may  have  been  offered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  un- 
ity years  or  upward,  preceding  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
i  hundred  and  forty-two,  shall  be  ceded  immediately  to  the  States 
h  said  lands  are  situate:  Provided,  That  all  lands  which  shall 
unsold  after  having  been  offered  at  public  sale  for  ten  years,  and 
to  not  come  under  the  above  provisions,  shall  be  subject  to  the  pro* 
of  graduation  and  cession  aforesaid,  at  the  respective  periods  of  ten, 
twenty,  twenty-five,  and  thirty  years,  after  said  sale,  commencing 
:piration  of  tea  years  after  the  same  had  been  offered  at  public 


dly.  That  the  lands  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  legal  subdivisions 
sale  and  survey  as  is  now  provided  by  law,  reserving  for  each  town* 
s  sixteenth  section,  or  the  substitute,  as  heretofore  provided  by  law ; 
i  land  not  yet  offered  for  sale,  shall  be  first  offered  by  the  State  at 
taction,  and  be  sold  for  cash  only,  in  the  manner  now  provided  by 
Lad  any  land  now  or  hereafter  remaining  unsold  after  the  same  shaft 
een  offered  for  sale  at  public  auction,  shall  be  subject  to  entry  for 
ily,  according  to  the  graduation  which  may  be  fixed  by  the  Slates 
ively,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  that  the  acts  of  Congress 
may  be  in  force  at  the  time  of  assenting  to  this  act  shall  remain  un- 
sd,  except  as  modified  by  this  act,  unless  with  the  assent  of  Congress. 
.rth.  This  cession,  together  with  the  portion  of  the  sales  to  be  retained 
States  respectively,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  in  full 
(five  per  cent,  fund,  or  any  part  thereof,  not  already  accrued  to  any 
and  the  said  States  shall  be  exclusively  liable  for  all  charges  that 
lereafter  arise  from  the  surveys,  sales,  and  management  of  the  public 
jind  extinguishment  ol  Indian  title,  within  the  limits  of  said  States 
lively. 

lb.  That,  on  a  failure  to  comply  with  any  of  the  above  conditions,  or 
|*k>n  of  the  same,  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  said  States,  the  cession 
I  made  to  the  State  failing  to  comply  with  or  violating  said  conditions, 
thereby  rendered  null  and  void  ;  and  all  grants  or  titles  thereafter 
said  State,  for  any  portion  of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of 
ceded  by  this  act,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  null 
lf  and  of  no  effect  whatever. 

&   And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  upon  every  reduction  in  the 

said  lands,  which  shall  take  place  by  the  graduating  process  of 

,  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  in  which  the  lands  are  sit- 

lall,  at  their  discretion,  have  power  to  grant  to  the  respective  occu- 

aettlers  upon  any  of  suid  lunds  rights  of  pre  emption  at  such  grad- 

reduced  prices ;  which  rights  shall  extend  to  a  period  of  ninety  days 

after  the  dates  at  which  the  respective  graduations  shall  take  place ; 

lands  not  taken  up  by  the  respective  occupants  or  settlers  within  that 

shall  be  liable  to  be  entered  or  purchased  by  any  other  person  until 

t  graduation  or  reduction  in  price  shall  take  place,  when  it  shall,  if 

riously  purchased,  be  again  subject  to  the  right  of  pre  emption  for 

[days  as  before,  and  so  on  from  time  to  time  as  said  reductions  shall 

3   And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  President  of  the 

I8tates  shall  be  officially  notified  that  any  of  the  States  aforesaid  has 

Ian  act  in  compliance  with  the  above  conditions,  it  shall  be  his  duty, 

thirtieth  day  of  June  aforesaid,  or  forthwith  after  the  passage  of 
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said  act,  if  passed  subsequent  to  that  period,  to  adopt  such 
shall  think  proper  to  close  the  land  offices,  including  the  survey! 
xnent,  within  the  limits  of  said  State ;  and  that  the  commissions* 
cers  connected  therewith  shall  expire  on  a  day  to  be  fixed  bj 
which  day  shall  not  be  beyond  six  months  after  the  thirtieth  da 
aforesaid,  or,  if  subsequent  thereto,  from  the  day  he  received  the  c 
tification  of  the  passage  of  said  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  such  notificat 
made,  the  said  State  shall  be  relieved  from  all  compacts,  acts,  ore 
imposing  restrictions  on  the  right  of  said  State  to  tax  any  lands  I 
thority  subsequent  to  the  sale  thereof,  ceded  by  this  act ;  and  all 
ties,  records,  books,  documents,  and  papers,  in  the  General  Lan< 
Washington,  relative  to  said  lands,  shall  be  subject  to  the  order  i 
sition  of  the  Executive  of  said  State. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  lands  of  the  Uni 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  with  the  exceptions  ei 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  herebj 
said  State. 
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MEMORIAL 

OP 

OF  MERCHANTS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 

MMONVTRITUIO 

passage  of  the  bill  (H  R.  100)  "  to  insure  the  mare  faithful 
if  the  laws  relating  Is  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports." 


Mat  14, 1840. 

fernd  to  the  Committee  oa  Finaace,  and  ordered  to  be  prated. 


rable  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representatives  in  Congress 

eLSsembled : 

trance  of  the  undersigned,  merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York, 

LY  SHOWETHI 

ill  recently  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  en- 
:t  to  insure  the  more  faithful  execution  of  the  laws  relating  to 
.  of  duties  on  imports,"  contains,  in  the  opinion  ot  the  under- 
rions  cruelly  unjust  and  oppressive  in  their  character,  and  in- 
th  the  true  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  the  country,  inasmuch 
ie  burdens  upon  a  class  of  men  to  which  no  others  am  subject, 
hem  of  the  benefit  of  rules  of  evidence  which  should  be  com- 

ie  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  both  the  character  and  property 
er,  by  the  provisions  of  said  bill,  will  be  thrown  entirely  into 
an  individual,  who  will  have  a  personal  interest  to  destroy  the 
ive  them  of  the  other. 

memorialists  fully  believe  that  the  present  revenue  laws,  if 
efficiently  administered,  are  abundantly  sufficient  to  protect, 
iovernment,  as  the  merchant  and  the  manufacturer. 

d,  Teterel  6c  Blain,  Sands,  Turner  6c  Co., 

fenny,  Alley,  Stanton  6c  Co., 

rtrie  6c  Co.,  Belknap  6c  Pierce, 

in  &  Co.,  D.  L.  Suydam, 

&  Hyde,  Bankard  6c  Hutton, 

irgh,  Warren  6c  Co.,  Abr.  Caselli, 

Baasett  6c  Aborn,  J.  A.  Yoisin  6c  Co., 

r  Draper,  Malehieuz,  Gourd  6c  Co., 

lead,  H.  W.  6c  P.  H.  Mali, 

Carrington  6c  Co.,  Malnmet  6c  Smith, 

el  wright,  E.  Glenard  6c  Laraque, 
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C.  N.  Colman  to  Co., 
Henry  Wreaks, 
"Wyeth,  Cripps  to  Co., 
F.  Cottenet, 

Godfrey,  Pattison  to  Co., 
Smith,  Thurpar  to  Co., 
Hall  to  Son, 
S.  T.  Jones  to  Co., 
C.  H.  Russell  to  Co., 
Watt  to  Rosencrantz, 
C.  H.  Sand, 
James  Leet  to  Co., 
Davis,  Brooks  to  Co., 
Lane,  Lamson  to  Co., 
James  McCall  to  Co. 
Meigs  D.  Benjamin  to  Co., 
Oakeys  to  Robinson, 
Comstock  to  Andrews, 
Lewis  Atterbury,  jr., 
Binns,  Hoisted  to  Co., 
William  Redmond, 
J.  to  J.  Stuart  to  Co., 
M'Curdy  to  Aldrich, 
H.  W.  Root, 
Babcock  to  Ward, 
Francis  B.  Rhodes  to  Co., 


Halsted,  Haines  &  Co., 
Malmazet  to  Smith, 

F.  Gaudard, 
Clark,  Smith  to  Co.. 
A.  S.  Perrot, 
Henry  Vibert, 

G.  Aaron, 
A.  Dalesme, 

S.  to  F.  Dorr  to  Ox, 
Wm.  Vyse, 
Robert  J  iffray  to  Co., 
Arnold,  Lathrop  to  Co., 
Cbevulort,  jr.  to  Co., 
Moran  &  Boltng, 
Alex.  T.  Stewart  to  Co, 
Bird,  Gillilan  to  Co., 
Philip  &  Ey  tinge, 
Wm.  H.  Townsend, 
J.  L.  Phipps  to  Co., 
John  Stewart,  jr.  to  Co., 
F.  Colliard  to  Co., 
Aaron  to  Wakeman, 
Fred.  W.  Steinbrenner, 
Meyer,  Hupeden  to  Co., 
Ferguson,  Collin*  to  Co» 
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to/i. 


MEMORIAL 


OP 


NATHAN  RANNEY, 

or  the  part  of  Si.  Louis,  Mo.,  praying  increase  of  compensation. 

[To  accompany  S.  bill  No.  340.] 


DffCRMBBR  31, 1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Conacrte. 

Mat  14, 1840. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  assembled  : 
The  memorial  of  the  undersigned 

IPECTFULLY  SHOWETH  : 

or  the  last  three  years,  while  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  sur- 
pector,  and  collector  of  the  United  States  revenue,  and  agent  for 
wpital,  at  the  port  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  the  expenses  of  his  office 
anted  to  eleven  hundred  dollars;  and,  after  deducting  the  yearly 
of  office  from  his  salary  and  fees,  there  remains  for  his  whole  ser- 
f  $267 ;  and  the  whole  of  his  time  is  required  in  the  discharge  of 
es.  He  has  collected  and  paid  into  the  United  States  Treasury, 
le  said  three  years,  $23,000,  on  which  he  has  not  been  allowed  by 
nmeot  any  per  centage  or  commission  whatever.  Your  memorialist, 
asks  that  he  may  be  allowed  a  fair  and  reasonable  per  centage  on 
nt  of  public  money  collected  during  the  said  three  years,  and  also 
ble  percentage  on  the  amount  he  shall  hereafter  collect ;  the  same 
I  out  of  the  accruing  revenue  at  the  port  of  St.  Louis.  Tour  roe- 
believes  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  make  known  the  facts  in  the 
>ur  honorable  body,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fair  compensation  for  his 
And,  on  behalf  of  so  just  a  claim,  he  will  ever  pray. 

NATHAN  RANNEY, 
V.  S.  Surveyor,  $•&,  Port  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

rcr  op  St.  Louis,  December,  1839. 

es,  printers. 
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Salary  of  the  surveyor,  <kc,  port  of  St.  Louis,  for  1839    -  -   $3 

Fees  for  same  period      -  -  -  -  -  -    1 


Contra. 
Expenses  of  office : 

Clerk-hire      -             .            -  -  $75  00 

Stationery  purchased  -            •  -  15  00 

Office-rent  and  fuel     -           -  -  225  00 

Printing         -             -           -  -  20  00 


C 


Balance  for  services,  <fcc.  .  -  -  •  -   $i 

The  above  is  a  true  statement  of  my  receipts  ai*d  expenditure!  f 
United  States,  during  the  present  year,  except  some  incidental  expea 
which  no  account  was  kept. 

N.  RANNEY, 
Sfarayur, 


ongrkss,  [  SENATE.  ]  f  4(13  J 

Session* 


DOCUMENT 

?£•  to  the  bill  (S.  342)  "  making  an  appropriation  for  continuing 
peration  of  deepening  the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 


May,  1840. 

d  by  Mr.  Mooton,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  that  500  additional  copies  be  fur- 
nished for  tbe  use  of  the  Senate. 


Washington,  February  13,  1839. 

The  special  board,  appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  improvement 
navigation  of  the  months  of  the  Mississippi  river  have  received  the 
>f  Captain  Andrew  Talcott,  who,  under  instructions  from  the  board, 
n  occupied  for  some  months  in  making  a  survey  of  that  portion  of 
jr  which  comprises  all  the  projected  improvements.  This  report, 
r  with  the  accompanying  reports  of  his  assistants,  and  the  maps  of 
reys,  presents  a  very  treat  amount  of  most  valuable  information  ;  and 

every  reason  to  believe  that  the  vast  labor,  as  well  as  the  minute 
ion,  which  are  so  obvious  on  the  face  of  this  work,  are  not  more 
eristic  of  it  than  fidelity  and  precision.  Whatever  may  be  the  na- 
ihe  works  of  improvement,  adopted  now,  or  at  any  future  day,  it  will 
le  information  afforded  by  this  survey  that  they  will  be  founded,  or 
h  they  will  be  referred ;  and,  valuable  and  indispensable  as  it  is  to 
sent  purpose,  the  value  will  be  still  greater  for  future  comparisons : 
ue  increasing  from  year  to  year,  as  the  retrospect  becomes  more  ana 
stent  The  interests  connected  with  this  snney  are  not  merely 
rast  as  they  are)  of  the  regions  tributary  to  the  Mississippi,  nor 
f  the  whole  nation,  but  those  of  the  world  at  large.  This  survey, 
•rhaps  than  any  ever  made,  will  contribute  to  illustrate  the  theory 
t  march  of  deltas — a  subject  touching  some  obscure  points  in  histo* 

geography,  and  relating  to  much  that  is  important  in  geology,  It 
e  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  utmost  pains  will  be  bestowed  on  the 
ation  of  this  information,  long  after  the  present  occasion  for  its  use 
ive  passed  away. 

nt  be  stated  here,  that,  as  the  board  do  not  concur  in  opinion  as  to 
cts  to  be  expected  from  the  operations  on  the  bars,  of  dredging-ma- 
it  becomes  necessary  to  present  separate  reports.  This  report,  there- 
to be  understood  as  conveying  the  opinions  of  that  member  only 
agitata  re  it  bears. 

ncg  now  to  the  various  projects  offered  for  the  improvement  of  tbe 
ion  of  the  mouths  of  this  river,  we  find  them  to  be — 
A  ship  canal,  running  in  an  easterly  direction  from  a  point  a  little- 
ton  Jackson,  to  the  shore  of  the  gulf,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles  'r 
irther  distance,  between  jettees,  of  one  mite  oat,  to  30  feet  water. 

Bfta,  printers. 
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Although  far  from  asserting  that  this  project  is  impracticable,  (he 
cannot,  nevertheless,  recommend  it  for  present  adoption.    Its 
cost;  the  numerous  difficulties  that  are  certain  to  attend  its  ex 
the  many  unforeseen  ones  that  may  reasonably  be  anticipated;  tin 
that  will  hang:  over  the  ultimate  success,  even  till  considerable 
been  made,  if  not  till  its  completion ;  the  peril  to  which  it  is  th 
be  exposed,  under  circumstances,  rare,  perhaps,  but  possible,  even 
shull  have  been  finished  ;  the  probability  that,  if  made  to  supply  I 
wants  of  the  immense  commerce  of  the  river,  it  would,  itselr,  need 
sive,  unceasing,  and  inconvenient  cleansing  operations,  to  preserve 
navigable  condition  ;  the  circumstance  that  this  is  a  scheme  that  i 
till  completed,  that  cannot  be  approached  experimentally,  cannot 
in  parts,  cannot  be  availed  of  progressively — these,  with  other 
a  like  nature,  and  especially  this,  that  such  a  project  will  not  be 
any  the  less  practicable  by  the  execution  of  any  other  project,  and 
taken  up  at  any  future  time,  should  other  less  expensive  dei 
disappointment,  induce  the  board  to  withhold  their  recommendatti 
every  project  of  this  nature. 

2d.  Closing  some  of  the  lateral  issues  ;  thereby  confining  a  g  raahrffj 
tity  of  water  in  the  selected  channel  than  not/7  passes  through  k,m$ 
thus  to  cause  a  wearing  away  of  the  bar. — This  project  the  board  *J 
believe  will  lead  to  any  permanently  beneficial  changes.  The  bamitj 
exists  would  be  changed,  no  doubt,  because  the  law  under  which  As< 
terials  composing  it  arranged  themselves  will  have  been  distorbjl; 
this  law  of  equilibrium  would  soop  be  readjusted,  and  the  new  bprua 
be  found  to  afford  a  depth  of  water  not  materially,  if  at  all,  difhjntj 
the  original  depth  ;  this  change  being  wrought  by  a  movement 
the  bar,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  lateral  enlargement  of  the  tnoulk 

3d.  Restricting  the  width  of  the  outlet  at  the  bar%  by  dikes 
ward  from  either  shore,  relying  on  the  increased  velocity  of  the 
4he  bar  to  scoop  a  channel  through  it, — There  is  no  doubt  the 
would  be  removed  the  moment  such  restrictions  were  accomplish*!, 
the  forces  thus  restricted  would  resume  their  natural  tendency  the 
they  were  free;  and,  having  passed  these  artificial  limits,  the 
waters  would  soon  recreate  the  same  condition  of  things  that  ha£  at 
cost,  been  disturbed. 

4th.  A  combination  of  the  2d  and  3d  projects. — This  will  differ  fun 
3d  only  in  being  more  difficult  and  costly.  The  same  consequence 
inevitable.  And  the  bar  might  advance,  without  material  changa,  int 
gulf,  as  fast  as  means  (unless  of  extraordinary  magnitude)  could  heap 
to  the  process  of  damming  and  diking ;  so  that  hardly  a  momentary  m 
tage  even  would  be  realized. 

There  remains  only — 

5th.  Increasing  the  depth  of  water  over  the  bar,  by  diggimf  4 
channel  with  dredgi tig-machines. — And  to  this  we  turn,  not  as  If  oa 
serving  implicit  confidence,  but  as  to  the  only  one  iemainiqg;  Jul  t| 
thought  worthy  an  experiment  < 

Supposing  a  channel  of  some  few  feet  in  depth  Co  be  cut  oattf  " 
there  would"  be  a  tendency,  at  times,  in  a  portion  of  the  ms\$m 
in  the  water  to  drop  therein ;  because,  at  times,  the  velocity 
torn  will  have  been  lessened  by  the  deepening.    But  it  must  he- 
ed that,  in  the  most  unfavorable  supposition,  as  this  enlaigraMBtuf 
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ver  must  be  a  very  trifle  compared  with  the  whole  section,  the 
be  reduced  but  a  small  quantity,  at  any  rate ;  and  such  a  red  no* 
set  only  the  coarser  particles,  the  finer  being  still  borne  along ; 
Sect,  moreover,  the  coarser  particles  of  that  portion  only  of  the 
'passes  along  the  excavated  channel,  no  other  portion  of  the 
ibuting  thereto.  But  it  is  not  certain  that  any  sensible  rcduc- 
x>ttom  velocity  will,  for  considerable  periods,  attend  the  exca- 
n  of:  for  it  appears  that,  notwithstanding  the  great  amount  of 
tust  at  all  times  be  pouring  into  the  gulf,  this  discharge  is  some- 
nsiderable  periods,  confined  to  the  upper  portions  of  water,  the 
ns  being  salt  water  not  in  motion,  or  salt  waters  flowing  into 
lence,  the  present  condition  of  the  bar  is  not  the  result  of  the 
a  between  the  bottom  and  surface  velocity  that  is  found  to  ex- 
ig  waters  in  canals  and  rivers  under  ordinary  circumstances, 

►  a  much  more  complex  action  ;  and  there  is,  perhaps,  reason 
at  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  that  action  may  favor  the  mode 
lent  now  under  consideration.    That  the  action  here  is  differ* 

ordinary  action  of  currents  in  rivers,  is  clear,  from  this  tact, 
it  if  the  velocity  of  the  bottom  were  as  great  as  would  be  indi- 
jinary  circumstances,  by  the  surface  velocity,  the  bars  would 

swept  away  thereby,  the  velocity  being  too  great  for  sand  to 

g  the  case,  it  is  thought  that  the  keeping  open  a  channel  by 
redges  might  possibly  be  accomplished,  at  an  annual  expendi- 
ipplied  to  secure  so  great  a  good. 

approximate  calculation,  it  appears  that  to  excavate  a  16  feet 

W  feet  in  width,  through  the  northeast  pass,  would  require  the 

154,000  cubic  yards  ;  and  allowing  a  dredging- machine  to  ex- 

;ubic  yards  a  day  (which  is  a  reasonable  allowance)  this  would 

>oat  to  work  310  aays.    Supposing,  now,  the  boat  to  work  180 

ar,  at  the  same  rate  of  500  cubic  yards  a  day,  she  would  exca- 

time  90,000  cubic  yards ;  which  would  be  about  the  quantity 

be  removed  from  a  channel  of  16  feet  depth  and  200  feet 

the  results  being  from  their  nature  uncertain,  the  operation 

idertaken,  in  the  first  place,  as  an  experiment  merely ;  a  greater 

LOO  feet  should  not,  therefore,  be  attempted  in  the  first  instance ; 

th,  the  boat  now  on  the  bar  would  certainly  be  able  to  accora- 

the  time  specified,  unless  delayed  by  serious  accidents.    It 

>  much  to  expect  that  such  an  experimental  channel  should  be 
I  use  to  vessels ;  or  that  it  would  not  be  found  inconveniently 
that  the  obliterating  causes,  which  would  be  as  great  as  in  a 
je,  would  not  be  very  sensibly  felt  Still,  if  this  mode  of  im- 
*  to  succeed  at  all,  it  is  thought  that  ample  evidence  to  encou- 
>r  efforts  would  survive  the  year.  And,  even  should  unlooked- 
arrest  the  progress  of  operations  before  the  narrow  excavation 
1  had  been  accomplished,  enough  might  still  have  been  done 
practicability  of  the  project ;  for,  if  the  excavation  thus  made 
stinctly  traceable  after  the  lapse  of  some  months,  it  should  be 
very  favorable  evidence. 

considerations,  therefore,  it  is  recommended  that  the  present 
it  be  kept  diligently  employed  in  excavating  a  16- feet  channel 
bar  of  the  northeast  pass,  until  a  channel  shall  have  been  cat 


[  463  ]  4 

entirely  across  the  bar,  with  a  breadth  of  100  feet;  that  this 
the  said  boat  should  continue  diligently  employed  in  widenii 
nel,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year;  that  the  said  chani 
made  straight,  and  conformable  to  the  line  of  deepest  and  best 
present  natural  channel ;  and  that  the  said  dredge  boat  should' 
mitted  to  excavate  any  other  portion  of  the  pass  in  question,  or " 
pass. 

The  channel  being  excavated,  buoys  should  be  anchored 
margin  thereof,  in  order  both  to  guide  vessels  and  afford  aid  in 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  here,  that  the  process  of  dredging  nl 
patibte  with  the  application  of  the  2d  project  mentioned  above; 
possible  that  the  2d  project  may,  in  the  end,  and  partially  at  It 
for  in  aid  of  the  dredge. 

ESTIMATE. 

To  work  the  dredge  10  months ;  that  is  to  say,  from  January 
1,  1839,  to  January  1,  1840,  lying  by  two  months  during  the 
most  sickly  season,  at  $7,000  per  month      » 

To  meet  unforeseen  expenses,  considerable  repairs,  &c 


Amount  available        ..... 

Required  to  be  appropriated    - 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOS.  G.  T( 

Chief 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


* 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  14, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  White  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

'omuiittee  an  Pensions,  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  claim  of  Benja- 
min Owens,  report : 

i  claimant  alleges  that  he  served  in  1786  in  the  militia  of  South  Car- 
three  months  in  the  whole  at  two  different  times.  Sixty-seven  days' 
duty  is  proved  by  the  certificate  of  the  comptroller-general  of  South 
ia.  No  other  evidence  in  regard  to  his  service  accompanies  the  case, 
i  does  not  claim  to  have  served  more  than  the  three  months,  and  no 
se  is  made  by  him,  that  the  sixty-seven  days']  service,  proved  by  laid 
ate,  is  .different  or  additional  to  the  three  months,  set  forth  by  him. 
er  the  same  or  not,  his  claim  cannot  receive  the*  sanction  of  this 
ttee. 

committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  resolution : 
lived,  That  the  claim  of  Benjamin  Owens  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Rives,  printers. 
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1st  Session.  L  J 


IN  SENATK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  14, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT : 


the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 

Thomas  Amermanf  report : 

The  petitioner  claims  to  have  entered  the  United  States  service  in  Feb- 
(■ary,  1777,  then  in  his  fourteenth  year,  and  to  have  been  employed  by  and 
ler  his  father,  Albert  Amerman,  who,  he  says,  was  engaged  in  Novem- 
r,  1776,  to  superintend  the  building  of  ovens  for  baking  for  the  army  at 
►ntinental  village  near  Peekskill,  and  was  attached  to  the  commissary  de- 
rtment  then  under  General  Babcock,  and  afterward  under  General  For- 
th. He  states  that  he  served  more  than  two  years  and  a  half,  during 
lich  time  his  father  was  employed  as  baker  for  the  army,  and  that  he 
jtitioner)  never  realized  more  than  $20  from  the  continental  money,  which 
received  for  compensation. 

The  committee  believe  from  his  statements  and  from  the  evidence  of 
witnesses,  that  the  petitioner  was  an  assistant  or  waiter  to  his  father 
the  business  of  baking  for  the  army ;  but  under  no  military  obliga- 
is,  and  under  no  other  authority,  than  that  of  the  parent.    He  himself 
m  that  he  was  employed  by  and  under  his  father,  and  similar  language 
"used  by  the  witnesses  in  reference  to  his  service.    His  extreme  youth,  not 
>n,  when  he  was  first  engaged,  and  the  other  facts  in  the  case,  render 
[most  certain,  that  his  service  was  performed  in  this  capacity,  and  was  • 
such  as  to  entitle  him  to  a  pension.    The  evidence,  as  to  length  of  ser- 
also,  is  vague  and  indefinite. 
The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  resolution : 
Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


ir  &  Rives,  printers. 
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111  Session.  J 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  14,  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  *      . ,  ■  .71  jjjj] 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

he  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel 

Cozard,  report : 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that  on  the  29th  of  July,  1794,  he  and  three 

others  were  surprised  by  a  party  of  Shawnee  Indians,  near  a  fort  in  Har- 

*on  county,  Virginia,  and  taken  prisoners,  and  the  youngest  brother 

itchered  on  the  spot ;  that  he  was  carried  into  captivity  by  them,  and  in 

short  time  sold  to  the  Wyandot  tribe ;  that  he  was  treated  with  great 

uelty  by  both ;  that  his  relatives  discovered  him  after  he  had  been  held  in 

privity  more  than  two  years,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  his  liberation ; 

at,  to  redeem  him  and  his  brothers,  his  father  sustained  a  pecuniary  loss 

at  least  $2,000.    On  these  grounds  he  prays  for  a  pension. 

His  brother  (John  Cozard)  gives  an  affidavit  setting  forth  the  same  facts ; 

d  that  he  was  sent  by  his  father  to  effect  the  petitioner's  redemption,  in 

rich  he  was  successful. 

His  good  character  is  certified  to  by  two  ministers  of  the  Baptist  church, 

d  by  another  gentleman. 

The  facts  in  this  case,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  furnish  no 

>unds  for  the  relief  prayed  for.    The  committee  report  the  following 

olution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

ir  and  Ri?es,  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  8TATES. 


Mat  14,  1840. 

Submitted,  ud  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Prentiss  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Shear- 

born  Dearborn,  report : 

le  petitioner  represents,  that  he  served  about  three  months,  in  the  fall 
T7,  in  Captain  Dearborn's  company  under  General  Stark,  and  was  in 
tattle  of  Bennington ;  that  ho  was  soon  afterward  engaged  in  driving 
1  for  the  use  of  the  army,  for  about  six  weeks ;  and  that  he  was  also 
oyed  far  a  considerable  length  of  time  in  teaming  salt  from  Forts- 
th9  New  Hampshire,  to  the  American  camp  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
ther  evidence  is  produced,  except  the  assertions  of  the  petitioner ;  and 
tatemeots  are  neither  specific  nor  full.  He  expressly  admits,  that  the 
le  time  of  all  his  alleged  services  falls  short  of  six  months ;  but  how 
li,  is  not  stated. 

he  committee  are  not  informed  in  what  character,  and  under  what 
atioos,  he  performed  the  duty  of  driving  cattle  and  teaming  salt ;  but 
manifest  that  his  case  is  not  embraced  either  in  the  letter  or  spirit  of 
existing  law, 

hey  mart  the  following  resolution : 
tsolvtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 

flTRives,  printers. 


rain*,  [  SENATE.  ]  [  468  ] 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  14,  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Prentiss  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

mittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  petition  of  Richard 

Elliot ,  report : 

titioner  alleges  that  he  volunteered  to  serve,  instead  of  his  brother, 
draughted  for  six  months,  in  the  spring  of  1780 ;  that  he  left 
orth,  Connecticut,  about  May  20,  and  about  the  25th  May  arrived 
ick's  Point ;  that  in  two  or  three  weeks  afterward  he  was  ordered 
the  river ;  and  in  a  short  time  after  this  he  was  selected  with 
Dm  the  lines  to  form  a  corps  of  infantry ;  he  believes  that  the 
is  enlistment  was  made  at  this  time ;  he  states  that  he  was  in 
laldwin's  company,  Colonel  Swift's  regiment,  and  General  Hunt- 
brigade. 

mnard  testifies  that  he  was  in  the  same  company  with  Elliot:  that 
Connecticut  together  and  joined  the  army  together  at  Nelson's 
lich  was  between  the  5th  and  10th  of  June,  1780,  as  he  believes ; 
Elliot  remained  with  him  till  discharged,  having  served}  he  thinks, 
months.    Stannard's  credibility  is  certified  to. 
ill  show  that  Elliot  enlisted  June  27, 1780,  and  was  discharged 
r  3,  1780,  being  twenty-three  days  less  than  six  months, 
ititioner  does  not  pretend  to  state  the  precise  time  of  his  enlistment ; 
evidence,  as  to  a  fact  of  this  character,  is  so  extremely  doubtful 
pee  of  sixty  years,  that  the  committee  feel  bound  in  this  case  to 
i  the  record  evidence  as  to  the  duration  of  the  petitioner's  service, 
xnmittee  report  the  following  resolution : 
edj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 

'«,  printers. 
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MEMORIAL 

or  TO 

BOARD  OP  TRADE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BALTIMORE, 

PBATHfQ 

The  passage  of  a  bankrupt  lour. 


Mat  15,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


i  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

States: 

The  memorial  of  the  board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 

&8PSCTFULLY  REPRESENTS  : 

That  their  attention  has  been  called  to  the  subject  of  a  general  bankrupt 
w ;  and  your  memorialists,  being  of  opinion  that  such  a  law  would  be 
neficiaJ  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  ask  for  the  pas- 
re  of  a  bankrupt  law  for  traders  generally ;  and,  as  in  duty  bound, 
sr  pray,  &c. 
By  order  of  the  board : 

JAMES  WILSON, 
President  of  the  Board  rf  Trade. 
Bam.  T.  Thompson  Secretary. 

STSTSfavpriAteiB. 
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1st  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  18, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Strange  made  the  following 
REPORT : 

[  To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  131.  ] 

he  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  if 
Thomas  L.  Winthrop  and  others,  directors  of  the  New  England  Land 
Company  j  praying  indemnity  for  certain  lands  ceded  to  them,  or  a  return 
of  said  lands  y  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report  as 
follows : 

1.  That  on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1802,  the  State  of  Georgia  ceded  to  the 
lited  States  certain  lands ;  in  which  act  of  cession,  it  was  provided  that 
5  United  States  might  appropriate  thereof  not  oxceeding  five  millions  df 
•es,  for  satisfying  certain  claims  on  the  said  lands,  commonly  called  the 
izoo  claims,  provided  the  act  of  Congress  making  such  appropriation  was 
jsed  within  one  year. 

2.  That  accordingly,  by  an  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  provid- 
:  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  3d  of  March, 
)3,  so  much  of  the  five  millions  of  acres  reserved  as  aforesaid  as  should 
found  necessary,  was  appropriated  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  had 
in  reserved. 

\.  That  in  the  month  of  January,  1796,  sundry  persons,  among  whom 
s  one  Williuai  Wetinore,  purchased  of  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company, 
lerwise  known  as  the  Yazoo  Company)  11,380,000  acres,  by  estimation, 
he  Yazoo  claim,  at  ten  cents  per  acre.  The  conditions  of  the  purchajsp 
re,  that  the  purchase  money  should  be  paid  as  follows,  viz. :  two  centp 
reof  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May,  1796 ;  one  cent  more  on  or  before 
1st  dav  of  October,  1796 ;  two  and  one  half  cents  more  on  or  before  the 
day  of  May,  1797 ;  two  and  one  half  cents  more  on  or  before  the  1st  day 
Hay,  1798 ;  and  the  remaining  two  cents  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  Mav, 
)9.  The  whole  of  the  purchase  money  was  to  be  secured  by  negotiable 
es  of  the  several  purchasers,  with  approved  endorsers,  to  be  delivered  to 
venders  upon  the  execution  of  the  deed  of  conveyance  by  them.  It  was 
Jier  agreed,  that  the  deed,  when  executed,  should  be  placed  in  th*  handg 
1  third  person,  as  an  escrow,  to  be  delivered  over  by  him  to  th*  granfMf 
the  payment  of  the  first  instalment.  After  the  purchase,  and  before  the 
very  of  the  deed,  the  purchasers  formed  themselves  into  an  association 
ed  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  and  executed  sundry 
cles  of  agreement,  and  among  other  things  agreed  that  the  deed  of  con* 

r  dt  Rifts,  phatcn. 


veyance  should  be  made  to  Jarvis,  Newman,  and  Wetmore,  as  gra 
before  stated ;  and  that  they  should  execute  deeds  to  the  several 
purchasers  for  their  proportions  in  the  land,  but  should  retain  thee 
until  the  purchasers  should  sign  the  said  articles  of  association  ;  a 
the  several  purchasers  should  execute  a  deed  of  trust  to  Jarvis,  N 
and  one  William  Hull,  of  their  respective  shares  in  the  said  purchase, 
to  them  and  the  survivors  of  them,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  t 
cles ;  that  the  business  of  the  association  should  be  managed  by  a  I 
directors,  who  were  to  have  full  power  and  authority  to  dispose  of  th 
and  pay  over  the  proceeds  to  the  proprietors  in  their  respective  prop 
that  certificates  were  to  issue  to  the  proprietors,  which  certificate 
corded  in  the  company's  books,  and  was  to  be  "  complete  evidence 
person  of  his  right  in  said  purchase,"  and  was  to  be  transferable  on  c 
merit ;  and  upon  a  record  of  the  transfer  on  the  company's  books,  th 
ferree  was  to  be  entitled  to  vote  as  a  member  of  the  company. 

4.  That  the  share  of  Wetmore  in  the  purchase  was  900,000  acr 
paid  the  first  instalment.  His  endorser  paid  of  the  purchase  money  | 
mod  #46,000  remained  unpaid.  Wetmore  received  his  certificates  I 
tttrstees  for  his  whole  purchase,  and  sold  or  conveyed  the  same  i 
persons.    Other  shareholders  were  in  a  similar  situation. 

5.  That  the  sum  of  $1,550,000,  to  be  issued  in  public  stock,  by 
before  mentioned,  was  appropriated  by  Congress  to  indemnify  tiu 
ants  claiming  in  the  name  of  or  under  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Cc 
And  the  appointment  of  commissioners  directed,  who  should  "  adjui 
determine  upon  the  sufficiency  of  releases  and  assignments  madi 
claimants  to  the  United  States,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  si 
ftlso  to  adjudge  and  determine  upon  all  controversies  arising  fro 
daims  so  released  as  aforesaid,  which  may  be  found  in  conflict  witt 
be  adverse  to,  each  other."  These  commissioners  were  appointed,  and 
ed  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company  the  sum  of  $1,0£ 
4tock  only.  The  commissioners  believing  that  the  unpaid  balance 
original  purchases  constituted  a  specific  lien  upon  the  lands  convey* 
ftekl,  in  proportion  to  suoh  unpaid  balances,  a  further  sura,  which  the 
otherwise  have  allowed  to  a  large  amount. 

6.  That  in  the  year  1819  a  suit  was  tried  in  the  Supreme  Com 
United  States,  between  one  Brown  and  one  Gilman,  (ridt  4  Wheat* 
wherein  it  was  decided  that  the  unpaid  balances  of  the  original  1 
money  doe  from  Wetmore  and  others  constituted  no  lien  upon  U 
conveyed,  and  that  Wetmore  and  others,  and  their  assignees,  Weft 
to  the  sum  received  from  the  United  States,  in  equal  proportions  w4 
orthe  assignees  of  those,  who  had  paid  the  whole  purchase  money) 
directors  or  trustees  of  the  fund  were  decreed  to  distribute  it  ad* 
this,  of  conrse,  diminished  proportionally  the  dividend  of  theother  A 
ers;  aud  either  they  have  not  received  what  was  really  intended :J 
i*y  the  commissioners  of  the  United  Stales,  or  the  cNrecWi  tnuttih 
them  *  part  of  it  out  of  their  own  pockeW,  or  been  coapaHsd' nm 
their  private  means  the  sums  recovered  by  claimants  m  tHa-itapm 
«f;the  Uhtad  States.  Any  of  these  resniw  are  unjust?  WhersffeMp 
teittee  have  reported  the  bill  referred  to  them,  with* at  nmimliMMMI 
provides  that  the  said  trustees  shall  be  refunded  sucH  sem  tittfabp i 
teally  distributed  1om  and  above  the  sum  received  fro»  thO'OfcM 
ted  no  mere. 


ith  CoNUKESB, 
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MEMORIAL 


I  NUMBER  OF  MERCHANTS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 


igeinst  the  passage  of  the  bill  (IS.  R,  100)  to  ensure  the  mart  faithful 
execution  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports. 


May  18,  1840. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


a  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  as- 
sembled: 

The  undersigned,  merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  respectfully  and 
mostly  protest  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  recently  reported  from  the 
kmmittee  on  Manufactures,  entitled  "An  act  to  ensure  the  more  faithful 
ecution  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports,"  inas- 
3ch  as  it  contains  provisions  cruelly  unjust  and  oppressive  in  their  char- 
ter, and  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  country, 
posing  burdens  upon  a  class  of  men  to  which  no  others  are  subject,  and 
pricing  them  of  the  benefit  of  rules  of  evidence,  which  should  be  common 
all.  • ' 


Howland  &,  Aspinwall 
Joseph  Foulke  &  Sons 
William  Whittock,  jr. 
D.  P.  Whitmarsh 
Andrew  Foster  &  Sons 
Everett  &  Battelle 
Heekschen,  Coster,  &  Masten 
Benjamin  Richards 
Saltus  &,  Co. 
Isaac  Bell 
Ferguson  Collins 
Wilner,  Booth,  &  Baldwin 
Godfrey  Pattison  &  Co. 
Carlus  Haydock  &  Co. 
Meigs  D.  Benjamin  &  Co. 
Richard  Bartlet 
Henry  Haviland 
Charles  Smith 
E-Riggs 
bTaiUvo,  prima*. 


Edward  G.  Roberts 
Henry  L.  Van  Wyck 
Geo.  Whitaker 
Samuel  J.  Willis 
Stephen  Van  Wyck 
Joseph  Stukler 
Samuel  Demiston 
M.Walton 
David  Morrison 
J.  &  C.  Gascoigne 
Wot.  Hutchereon 
F.  A.  Delano 
A.  Fowler 

Forrest  <fc  Drummond 
John  Watson 
Samuel  Bradbury 
Herman  Baker 
Samuel  Smith 
Hugh  Young 
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William  Bottomby 

George  Watts 

Edmund  Tromvord 

O.  D.  Lynch 

J.  Heard 

Saml.  Broadherst 

Geo.  H.  Folsom 

Peer,  Bnstwick,  &  Hitchcock 

Ralph  Post 

U.  C.  Carey 

W  m.  <fc  T .  Jacques 

Geo.  Shaw 

Hugh  Macfarlane 

Win-  Pritts 

Hunt  Brothers 

Gourlie  <fc  Ogden 

Eben.  Cauldwell  &  Co. 

James  D.  Roche 

Bern  Hart 

Q.  B.  Denny 

J.  W.  Bucklev 

Loerchigks  Wesendonck 

B.  &,  C.  Tobias 

fid  win  Shaw 

Ljeverett  &  Thomaa 

Ac  Averill  &  Co. 

W.  H.  Minium 

Robert  &  Williams 

George  T.  Trimble 

Alfred  Pell 

John  Watson  &  Co. 

Brower  <k  Rusher 

R.  &  A.  Lane 

6.  E.  Benson 

Robert  Balmanno 

John  Granger  \ 

J.  BrownelT 

H.  M.  Smith 

W.  Scoit  Hanfred 

8am.  M.  Pond 

Purisen  &  Giulini 

B.  W.&H.  N.Hart 

James  Ludlow 

Thos.  F.  Campton 

Wm.  Jessop  &  Sons 

J.  S.  Hutchinjrs 

Fellows,  Ciiryill,  &  Co. 

Washington  Van  Wyck 

Edw.  A.  Wright 

George  Trull 

George  C.  Allen 

Field  &  Kellogg 


Alfred  Waller 
Charles  W.  Foster 
Taylor  Merrill 
Emannel  Burckley 
Joseph  Sampson  <fc  Co. 
Sam.  Tucker 
John  Harlow 
And.  Carrigan 
H.  Markoe 
G.  A.  Ward 
Fred.  A.  Benjamin 
J.  P.  Johnson 
D.  Gould 

Bailly,  Ward,  &  Co. 
Underhill  &  Ferris 
Andrew  Jordan 
Lewis  Bleidorn 

D.  Satterlee 
Post  &-  Kellain 

J&gger  &  Skidmore 
L.  <fc  N.  Kirby  &  Co. 
Wm.  Crowley  &  Sons 
Moore  &  Neilley 
Alex.  Knox 
Miles  &  Bigley 
Stuart  Hollan 
Hyatt,  McBurney,  &  Co. 
Bauman  Lowe 
Charles  Hallock 
Purdy,  Whegam,  &  Co. 
Chs.  Braudigan 
S.  B.  Draper 
John  D.  Ferryman 
Chas.  W.  Underhill 
Jacob  S.  Baker 
Garniss  E.  Baker 
Jamos  Strmhers 
John  Heath 
Lewis  Bench 
S.  &  S.  Halsted 
H.  Yitrdall 
Wm.  B.  Skidmore 
A.  L.  Reynolds 
John  Napier 
John  Jackson 
George  M.  Cord 
Wm.  H.  Arthur 
J.  W.  Ledvith 
O.  El  wood 

E.  Starr 
Orrin  Swift 
Henry  ACoit 


C«wi 


dshead  &  Co. 
T.  Harris 
1  Edetsten 
.  W.  Seymour 
1  Harris 
id  Edwards 
i.  Bottomley 
.  L.  Neckie 
rles  CI  i  ft  ton 
mas  C.  Hallelt 
id  Hart 
L.  Lansing 
s.  Denison 
rles  Englee 
L  Maitland  &  Son 
.  Chauncey  <k  Co. 
s.  Baldwin 
i  A.  Wilson 
'.  A.  Smart 
i  Wheel  right 
i  C.  Merntt 
.  Cochran 
i  P.  Elwett 
l  Holey 

wd  Dunscomb 
Boyd 
idkCo. 

burn  &  Vandervoort 
h  &  Edgar 
Lndre 
k  &  Co. 
l  P.  Kitching 
V.  Dunham 
St.  &  C.  Hitchcock 
iel  Whitney 

,  Bostwick,  &  Hitchcock 
per,  Burk,  &  Co. 
sy,  Moore,  &  Irvine 
*e,  Anthony,  &  Co. 
>lee,  Pray,  &  Co. 
Id,  Garrand,  &  Co. 
ons,  Lawrence,  &  Co. 
(more  &  Co. 
i  C.  Bobbins  &  Co. 
l  Dunning 
i  Lloyd 

imnrd  <fc  Wyckof 
Fetmore  &  Co. 
msend  Harris 
3*  H.  Van  Alen  &.  Co. 
ford,  Tileston,  &  Co. 
gible.] 


P.  Sheldon  &  Co. 
James  E.  Goll 
J.  Ellison 
Wm.  Dixon 
Henry  Wilson 
Sam.  Thompson 
A.  C.  Tuttle 
William  Heycock 
Benkard  &  Hntton 
Jauprelin  &  Allen 
I.  Ferring 
George  W.  Read 
Ebenr.  Rhodes 
Wm.  Bent 
John  Peters,  jr. 
A.  S.  Ludlow 
James  Shaw 
Coffin  &  Post 
T.  T.  Rachall 
Geo.  J  4.  Sampson 
Wm.  H.  Taylor 
Chas.  B.  Redfield 
Alexr.  Knox,  jr. 
Thos.  Crow 
Paton  &  Stetiart 
L.  Myers 

Schroeder  &  Switzer 
Weymnn  &  Thome 

A.  P.  Stoddard 
E.  A.  Dansing 
Wm.  Stndart 
Martin  Manting 
Fellows,  Wadsworth,  &  Co. 
T.  S.  Drapen 

Marchall,  Spence,  &  Co. 
James  Schofidd 
N.  Babcock 

B.  Wilde 

Lahron,  Ives,  &  Co. 
John  Lane 

A.  G.  Spiner 
Harvey  &  Slagg 
John  Falconer 
James  R.  Hoyt 
Isaac  H.  Underbill 
Lawrence  &  M tinsels 
Joseph  Wrekes 
Schutz  &  Bleidorn 
Jesse  A.  Pell 
Charles  Lnngdon 
Edward  P.  Williams 
John  McKay 
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Geo.  A.  Dwight 
Louis  &  Mier 
Barnet  Levy 
Samuel  C.  Swan 
James  Buckley 
James  Shaw,  jr. 
F.  Marquand 
James  Hinchliffe 
James  Wood,  sr. 
C.  Broadbent,  jr. 
Thomas  Winterbottom 
Ralph  Rhodes 
Samuel  Ellis 
Joseph  C.  Farnham 
Wm.  R.  Hoodless 
Peter  Morton  &  Co. 
John  Thomas 

A.  Witmerding,  jr. 
Goodhue  &  Co. 
Grinnell,  Mintuiti,  &  Co. 
R.  J.  Thornton  &  Co. 
Jos.  A.  Alsop,  jr. 
Chastelain  &  Ponvert 
Doremus,  Suydam,  &  Nixon 
James  McCall  &  Co. 

R.  Whiley 
Jno.  P.  Stagg 

B.  Y.  &  Wm.  Delafield 
Jones,  Benjamin,  &  Fry 
Parsons,  Canning,  &  Go. 
James  B.  Eltimay 
David  Hoadley 

James  Booth,  jr. 

Josh.  Roberts 

B.  G.  Rushton 

Peter  Harmony  &  Co. 

Dobel  Baker 

Jas.  H.  Braine 

Wm.  Watson 

J.  W.  Gilmer 

Archd.  Bryce 

W.  J.  Morrison  &  Co. 

Robt.  Kemit 

Corns.  Heyer 

E.  Ablon  &  Co. 

B.  Joseph 

John  Sinclair 

Henry  Dixon 

R.  Montgomery 

M.  Lynch  &  Co. 

John  Ormand 

Ogam,  Ferguson,  &  Co. 


Jas.  I.  Roosevelt  &  Co. 

Wm.  Manks 

J.  A.  Burr 

John  Haggerty  &  Sons 

A.  G.  Snow 

Jno.  Mayer 

A.  W.  Warner 

Jas.  Bergen 

John  Weidman 

George  E.  Cock 

James  Haigt     • 

Jno.  Wrigley 

C.  Harriss 
W.  J.  Stuart 
John  Piatt 

Thomas  Hunt  &  Co. 
George  Harden 
Ephraim  Corrimy  &  Son 
Joseph  Weed 

J.  &  A.  Lawrence 
W.  W.  Liverraore 
Richard  Dant 
P.  H.  Downin 
Hy.  W.  Olcott 
A.  G.  Hazard  &  Co. 
Chas.  E.  Hutchinson 
Jno.  R.  Willis 
M.  A.  Peirce 
Wm.  Macaulay 
M.  H.  Hoeevensteid 
.  J.  Reid 
O.  T.  Canvle 
J.  H.  Stone 
Fred.  Gebhard  &  Co. 
Mendez  Nushan 
Wm.  J.  MiUer 
Abraham  Birdsall 
Wm.  H.  Richards 
Horace  Southmayd 
James  A.  Spillett 
John  Gates 

D.  Appleton  <fc  Ca 
William  Coffin 
Tooker,  Mead,  &  Co. 
Giraud  &  Emanuel 
Wm.  H.  Cary  &  Co. 
James  Mallahen 
Wm.  Truslow 

A.  Weyman&Co. 
Wm.  E.  Lewis 
C.  G.  Hubbard 
Rapelye  &  Purdy 


I 
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Stearns  A.  Houghton 

Cunningham 
;tor,  &  Duckwit 

Tho.  P.  Bucklin 

John  Wallis,  jr. 

en 

John  Quarten 

idbury 

Jno.  Jay  Phelps 
Amos.  K.  Eno 

Lickman 

m 

Chas.  B.  King 

ttison,  &  Taylor 

Jas.  J.  Kenalen 

Schultz 

Greenway,  Henry,  &  Co. 

tage 

Jacobs,  Pierce,  <fc  Co. 

er 

Geo.  F.  Ringg  &  Co. 

mson 

Marsh,  Stillwell,  &  Co. 

dney 

Johg  Steward  <fc  Co. 

Marsh  &  Compton 

bmpkins 

Williams,  White,  &  Co. 

ganiere 
Bennet 

Van  Antwerp,  Hyde,  &  Co. 

N.  Berry 

mer 

J.  &  R.  Leavit 

akie 

Alex.  B.  McAlpin 
Chas.  E.  Billclarke 

Jnderhill 

•hill 

Cha.  Dupues 

hittemore,  &  Ladd 

Edward  P.  Eenworthy 

)rrison 

Albt.  J.  Tobias 

7 

J.  Howard  &  Sons 

raon 

John  Blunt 

.  Messinger 

D.  &  A.  Kingsburn 

littemore 

Amory  &  Leeds 
Geo.  W.  Gray 

8t 

les,  &  Go. 

H.  C.  Westervelt 

N.Lord 

itchie 

•     Haviland,  Keese,  &  Co. 

wrell 

Joseph  L.  Brigham 

tte 

Eustis  Prescott  &  Son,  by 

de,  jr. 

att'y,  J.  V.  Jones 

lire,  &  Co. 

Francis  Tomes  &  Sons 

A). 

Parker  &  Field 

\ 

Wm.  H.  Schofield 

ild  &  Co. 

Jno.  Mortimer,  jr.,  &Co. 

Idington  &  Co. 

R.  ft  Brown 

Co. 

D.  Hadden  &  Co. 

ives,  &  Co. 

Jno.  Bradbury 

Aaborn 

S.  A.  Fitzgerald 
Jos.  H.  Adams 

ma 

9roy 

Smith,  Thurgar,  <fc  Co. 

rewood  &  Co. 

William  Binns 

ley  &  Co. 

George  Taylor 
Picubia  &  Mauranedo 

d,  &  Starr 

the 
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New  York,  May  16, 1840. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  the  accotn 
panying  remonstrance  to  the  bill  recently  passed  by  the  House  of  Reprv 
sentatives,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ensure  the  more  faithful  execution  of ' 
laws  relating  to  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports ;"  and  they  respeci 
request  you  to  present  the  same  to  the  Senate  in  behalf  of  the  merchasti 
this  city. 

The  undersigned  would  experience  additional  pleasure  could  they 
that  the  remonstrance  would  meet  your  able  co-operation  and  so 
They  beg,  therefore,  to  intrude  for  a  moment  on  your  time  and  patience,  ■; 
explanation  of  the  delay  which  has  attended  the  presentation  of  any  rem* 
strauce,  and,  at  the  same  time,  solicit  your  examination  of  the  long  hstof 
associated  firms  subscribed  tp  that  which  they  now  have  the  honor  top 
sent.  Such  an  examination  will  convince  you,  sir,  that  this  protest  spngi 
from  a  source  worthy  of  your  attention. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  his  remarks  on  the  bill,  stated  in  effect,  that  the  biDkl 
been  for  two  months  before  the  House,  and  the  merchants  of  New  YoiiW 
not  remonstrated ;  and  that  had  they  done  so,  the  bill  would  not  hi*!* 
ceived  his  support.  Upon  the  occasion  of  this  delay  we  speak.  Whalb 
bill  was  presented  but  one  opinion  prevailed  here,  and  that  was,  that  si 
an  act,  so  highly  unjust  to  the  mercantile  community  of  the  county* 
fraught  with  mischief,  so  much  against  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  M- 
trary  to  the  principles  of  common  law,  and  so  oppressive  upon  a  pariah 
class,  could  never  receive  the  sanction  of  honorable  members.  Judgtfc^ 
sir,  of  their  surprise,  when  they  find  the  bill  in  question  meeting  so  pfl* 
ful  support,  and  convincing  them  of  the  necessity  of  immediate  actis,* 
dispel  the  false  impression  which  their  silence  seems  to  have  engeotai 
The  remonstrance,  therefore,  has  been  drawn  up  hastily,  and  every  tf* 
appended  to  it  has  been  entirely  voluntary. 

Many  arguments  could  be  aaduced.to  show  the  utter  iropracticabSfrf 
accomplishing  the  object  intended  by  the  bill  in  question,  but  time  will* 
now  permit,  as  further  delay  would  endanger  our  cause ;  but  should*  h 
necessary,  the  undersigned  would  be  happy  to  respond  to  any  calls  ffck 
may  be  made  on  them. 

Before  closing,  permit  us  to  state,  that  all  parties  have  contributed  M 
signatures,  and  denounced  the  bill  as  one  of  abominations.  A  hasty  a* 
ination  of  the  list  will  show  you  that  it  comprises  many  warm  miff**1 
of  the  Administration. 

We  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves,  with  respect  and  cooafc 
tion, 

BENKARD  &  HUTTON, 
PEABODY,  R1GOS,  <fc  CO., 
GODFREY,  PATTISON,  &  00, 
On  behalf  of  tike  merchants  of  New  Y& 

Hon.  Silas  Wrtoht, 

•  Senate  of  the  United  State*. 


\ 
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RELATING 


o  the  bill  (S.  347)  "  to  establish  ports  of  entry  in  the  States  of  Arkansas 
and  Missouri  and  to  allow  debenture  on  foreign  goods  conveyed  over 
land  from  such  ports  to  Mexico" 


May  18,  1840. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department,  February  7,  1840, 

Sir:  Concurring  in  the  views  expressed  in  the  accompanying  report, 
ade  to  me  by  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  6th  instant,. 
uchiog  the  subjects  of  inquiry  enjoined  on  the  Committee  on  Commerce! 
*  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  and  memorials  specially  referred  to  in  said 
port,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  same  for  the  consideration  of 
e  committee. 

As  consideration  has  been  duly  given  by  the  Comptroller  to  the  represent* 
ions  and  statements,  contained  in  letters  addressed  by  certain  honorable 
tnators  to  this  department,  in  the  matters  under  examination,  and  may  be 
eful  to  the  committee,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  them  herewith, 
well  as  the  copy  of  a  former  report  to  this  department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Wm.  R.  King, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Commerce,  U.  S.  Senate. 


Treasury  Department, 
First  Comptroller's  Office,  February  6,  1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  reference  of  the  following 
cuments,  relating  to  the  establishment  of  ports  of  entry  and  delivery  with- 
the  States  of  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and 
iskonsin  Territory,  and  for  the  increase  of  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  at 
•  Louis ;  upon  the  several  subjects  of  which  you  have  desired  me  to  re* 
it  the  views  entertained  by  this  office,  viz : 

1.  A  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
hing  ports  of  entry  on  Red  river  and  Arkansas  river,  and  entitling  ail 
reign  merchandise  exported  over  land  from  such  ports  into  Mexico  to 
nwback. 

2.  A  letter  from  the  Hon.  W.  S.  Fulton,  addressed  to  you,  referring  to 
1  resolution  just  mentioned,  and  recommending  the  establishment  of  ports 
entry  at  Van  Buren  on  the  Arkansas  and  at  Fulton  on  Red  river. 

tir  &  Rives,  printers. 


I  472  ]  3 

3.  A  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  for  a  port  of  entry  on  the  tu 
Missouri  river,  and  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  goods  exported  by  land  pi 
to  Mexico.  k 

4.  A  resolution  of  the  Senate  regarding  ports  of  entry  at  Grand  Gulf 
and  Rodney,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

5.  A  resolution  of  the  Senate  regarding  ports  of  entry  and  delivery  it 
the  cities  of  Chicago,  Alton,  and  Cairo,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

6.  A  resolution  of  the  Senate  regarding  a  port  of  entry  at  Mississippi citT, 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

7.  A  petition  for  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  at  Milwaukie,n  i 
Lake  Michigan,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisknnsin. 

8.  A  memorial  from  the  surveyor  at  St.  Louis,  praying  an  increased 
compensation. 

With  regard  to  the  ports  of  entry  proposed  to  be  established  at  Van  th 
ren  on  the  Arkansas  and  at  Fulton  on  Red  river,  both  in  the  State  ofJr- 
kansas,  as  well  as  the  port  of  entry  proposed  at  some  point  oi  the  Misuri 
river,  on  the  western  border  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  I  have  the  honor » 
observe,  that  the  grounds  upon  which  the  expediency  of  creating  such  p* 
is  suggested,  being  contained  in  the  communication  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fw 
and  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  would  seem  to  removal 
doubt  as  to  the  advantages  that  may  be  reasonably  calculated  upon  byte 
United  States,  if  those  ports  should  be  created  and  the  privilege  of  dcbeflV 
extended,  in  the  contemplated  trade  with  Mexico.    So  far  as  the  snfetrif 
the  revenue  is  concerned,  in  the  overland  transportation  or  cxportatiorf 
goods,  there  does  not  appear  to  me  any  serious  or  insurmountable  irapf- 
ment;  but  I  would  beg  leave  to  support  this  opinion  by  referring  tote 
enclosed  copy  of  a  report  made  to  you  by  Mr.  Comptroller  Anderson,  onto 
20th  of  January,  1835,  in  which  the  views  of  this  office  were  given  fi 
an  analogous  proposition,  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  at  Indep» 
ence,  situate  on  the  western  border  of  Missouri,  and  in  which  forvtf 
additional  regulations  to  be  prescribed  for  guarding  the  revenue,  wereA* 
milted.     These  forms  will  indicate  the  character  of  any  further  pafc 
deemed  necessary,  and  when  modified  or  extended,  to  meet  all  thecflfc- 
gencies  of  such  trade,  would  certainly  interpose  an  efficient  check  apW 
any  probable  evasions  of  law. 

With  regard  to  the  establishment  of  ports  of  entry  at  Grand  Gulfrf 
Rodney,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  I  have  to  observe  that,  while  a  n* 
sity  for  their  creation  is  not  apparent,  being  situated  on  the  Mississippi  ii*i 
between  Natchez  and  Vicksburg,  and  within  a  few  miles  of  each  A 
Grand  Gulf  lying  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Black  river,  the  proposition  ■* 
supported  by  any  reasons  adduced,  or  information  in  possession  of  1* 
office. 

With  regard  to  the  city  of  Mississippi,  which  it  is  proposed  to  estabhk* 
a  port  of  eu try,  and  which  is  found  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  betwefl*0 
ports  of  Mobile,  on  the  bay  of  that  name,  and  Pearlington,  on  the  F^ 
river,  I  have  to  observe,  that  it  does  not  appear  to  be  connected  withtff 
navigable  stream  communicating  with  the  interior;  nor  docs  there  exfc* 
far  as  known  to  this  office,  any  sufficient  motive  for  recommending  it*a 
port  of  entry. 

With  regard  to  the  cities  of  Chicago,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  Milfftf* 
kie,  in  the  Territory  of  Wiskonsin,  I  have  to  observe  that,  being  on*6 
1  •  :o  Michigan,  they  arc  conceived  to  oiler  eligible  positions  as  ports  of 
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y  ;  as,  also,  Cairo,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  at  the  junction  of  the  Missis- 
i  and  Ohio  rivers,  which  would  seem  to  present  another  position  claim- 
equal  attention. 

ITUh  regard  to  Alton,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  being*  situated  on  the  Mis* 
ppi,  a  short  distance  above  the  junction  of  the  Missouri  with  the  Mis- 
ppi,  and  a  few  miles  below  the  junction  of  Illinois  with  the  Mississippi, 
ve  to  observe  that  its  position  presents  peculiar  claims  to  the  desired 
blishment,  and  the  more  so  from  the  circumstance  of  there  being,  at 
time,  no  port  of  entry  on  either  of  the  great  rivers  bounding  or  flowing 
ugh  that  State. 

1  the  event  of  Alton,  or  either  of  the  other  cities,  being  created  a  port  of 
y,  the  question  would  naturally  arise,  whether  all  of  them  should  not  be 
edona  footing  analogous  to  that  provided  for  by  the  act  of  March  2, 
1,  entitled  "  An  act  allowing  the  duties  on  foreign  merchandise  imported 
Pittsburg,  Wheeling,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  St.  Louis,  and  Nashville,  to 
ecured  and  paid  at  those  places,"  by  annexing  them  to  proximate  col- 
lon  districts  already  established. 

Vith  regard  to  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  at  St.  Louis,  I  have  to  observe 
.  the  allowance  now  made  is  obviously  not  a  fair  compensation  for  the 
ices  performed,  as  surveyor,  inspector,  collector  of  the  revenue,  and 
;it  for  the  marine  hospital  at  that  port.  I  therefore  recommend  that  an 
juate  provision  be  made  for  him ;  and  would  also  suggest  that,  as  his 
ry  is  fixed  by  the  law  before-mentioned,  in  connexion  with  the  other 
:era  acting  under  it,  it  would  seem  to  be  but  equitable  that  inquiry  be 
le  as  to  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  all  of  them  a  more  liberal  com- 
sation,  as  it  is  believed  that  competent  men  cannot  be  retained  in  the 
ice  of  the  Government  at  the  enumerated  ports,  between  which  the 
itiue  is  somewhat  exposed,  unless  some  better  provision  be  made  for 
r  support  than  would  appear  to  have  been  authorized  by  the  existing 

i  closing  this  report,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  add  that  my  views  in 
ird  to  the  expediency  of  establishing  ports  of  entry  or  delivery,  in  the 
iner  proposed,  and  at  the  places  designated,  have  been  necessarily,  in  a 

I  measure,  the  result  merely  of  an  examination  of  their  geographical 
tions  on  the  maps  within  my  reach.  In  regard  to  their  eligibility  for 
lion  as  ports  of  entry,  in  other  respects,  all  the  information  necessary 
i  just  determination  is  presumed  to  be  within  the  control  of  Congress; 
the  extensive  internal  trade  now  existing  between  places  hitherto  wholly 
nown  must  be  anticipated  to  induce  similar  applications,  which  may 
.  to  an  augmentation  of  officers,  without  resulting  in  the  benefits  contend- 
?d ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  conceived  to  be  the  dictate  of  sound  policy  to 
>d,  so  far  as  practicable,  the  multiplication  of  ports  at  minor  points  of 
c,  or  where  there  does  not  exist  an  absolute  necessity. 

II  the  documents  are  returned, 
respectfully  submitted. 

J.  N.  BARKER,  Comptroller. 
[on.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  'lYeasury. 
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In  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

December  87,  183 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Fulton, 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed  to  inq 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  ports  of  entry  on  the  western  bor<k 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  to  be  located  on  Red  river  and  Arkansas  river; 
also,  of  entitling  all  foreign  merchandise  exported  overland  from  tl 
ports  into  Mexico  to  drawback. 

Attest: 

ASBURY  DICKINS,  Secreiar] 


Washington!  January  7, 184 

Sir  :  1  am  informed  that  the  question  of  establishing  ports  of  entij, 
Tan  Buren,  on  the  Arkansas,  and  at  Fulton,  on  Red  river,  has  been  nil 
to  your  department  for  information  and  approbation ;  and,  as  i  conskkrl 
State  of  Arkansas,  as  well  as  the  United  States,  to  be  deeply  interested 
the  question,  I  take  the  liberty  to  explain  to  you  the  grounds  upon  lk 
it  is  considered  to  be  expedient  to  establish  ports  of  entry  at  those  pointy 
also  to  entitle  goods  transported  overland  from  such  ports  into  Mex»i 
drawback. 

If  these  ports  of  entry  were  established,  and  the  drawback  allowed  qi 
foreign  merchandise  exported  from  thence  overland  into  the  departmflU 
Chihuahua,  we  could  easily  secure  to  the  United  States  the  immenselpl 
uable  trade  of  that  department.  That  department  of  Mexico  contain 
population  of  150,000  souls.  There  are  eight  hundred  gold  and  di 
mines,  supposed  to  be  inexhaustible,  in  operation  in  the  departing 
which  are  employed  6,000  laborers  or  miners.  The  present  yield  iiflj 
two  millions  of  dollars  in  gold  and  silver  bullion  and  in  gold  peitifc 
They  have  yielded  eight  millions,  and  would  now  yield  as  much,  tit1 
water  could  be  excluded  from  the  deep  mines,  or  if  machinery  mfl 
ployed  in  drawing  it  off.  Much  the  largest  portion  of  the  produce oM 
valuable  mines  would  be  transported  to  the  United  States,  if  the  me/H 
here  proposed  were  adopted.  Their  present  trade  is  carried  on  by  «f( 
Matamoras,  on  the  Rio  del  Norte,  which  is  as  remote  as  the  highest  poatfl 
Red  river ;  besides,  the  route  is  dangerous  and  difficult ;  and,  if  theM 
back  is  allowed,  the  trade  with  Matamoras  will  be  much  the  matt  eM 
sive.  A  portion  of  this  trade  passes  through  Yuymus,  on  the  PacificAj 
the  Rocky  mountains,  a  distance  of  700  miles.  This  route  is  infertdllj 
bands  of  robbers,  and  is,  therefore,  extremely  perilous  and  almost  iofriff 
cable.  The  reasons  given  by  the  traders  from  this  department,  vMH 
preferred  the  route  to  the  frontier  of  Arkansas,  were,  because  the  naP 
fine,  easy,  natural  one,  the  whole  distance  well  watered,  %nd  compovMj 
without  danger.  The  distance  to  Red  river  is  not  mu<jh  greater  ' 
Matamoras  or  to  Yuymus,  and  one  thousand  miles  nearer  than  to  ~ 
The  inhabitants  of  Chihuahua  consume  annually  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  worth  of  bleached  and  unbleached  cottons,  and  cotton  printo; 
decidedly  prefer  those  of  American  manufacture.  They  consume, 
about  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  fine  silks,  fine  linens,  tod 
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;  *,  all  of  which  can  be  easily  carried  overland  from  the  ports  of  Arkan- 
A  company  from  that  department  brought  into  the  United  States  a 
amount  of  hullion  by  the  Red  river  route  last  year;  and  carried  out 
e  same  route,  notwithstanding  the  duties  which  had  been  paid  upon 
Mds,  their  stocks  of  foreign,  as  well  as  domestic  merchandise.  Tney 
delighted  with  the  fine  prairie  route  they  travelled,  and  carried  out  a 
lerof  the  most  costly  pleasure  carriages  of  American  manufacture. 
Qg  every  thing  into  view,  I  cannot  but  believe,  that,  if  these  ports  are 
isbed,  and  the  proposed  drawback  is  allowed,  a  trade  of  the  first  im- 
ace  and  value  to  the  United  States  will  be  immediately  established 
the  interior  departments  of  Mexico, 
ave  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  FULTON, 
n.  Levi  Woodbury. 


mortal  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  Santa  Fe 

trade. 

This  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 

ECTFULLY  REPRESENTS  I 

lat  they  have  frequently  memorialized  your  honorable  body  in  regard 
3  commercial  relations  between  this  State  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico* 
object  of  these  memorialists  was  to  urge  upon  your  consideration  the 
»ity  of  placing  those  of  our  citizens,  who  are  engaged  in  the  Santa  Pe 
'  (as  it  is  commonly  called)  upon  the  same  footing  with  those  of  other 
s  and  countries,  by  establishing  a  port  of  entry  and  custom-house  at 
s  point  on  the  Missouri  river,  near  our  western  border ;  and  by  allow- 
hem  the  usual  drawback  on  all  foreign  goods  exported  by  land,  in  the 
Dal  package,  from  that  point  to  any  part  of  the  Mexican  republic.  As 
ress  have  failed  to  adopt  the  course  of  legislation  asked  for  by  this 
ral  Assembly,  your  memorialists  have  felt  it  their  duty  again  to  call 
attention  to  the  subject.  In  the  hope  of  attracting  the  attention  and 
ing  the  speedy  action  of  Congress,  your  memorialists  present  a  state- 
of  facts  in  connexion  with  this  trade. 

lile  the  country  and  people,  now  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the 
)lic  of  Mexico,  were  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  it  was  the  policy 
it  monarchy  to  monopolize  the  commerce  and  enslave  the  thoughts 
pinions  of  her  transatlantic  subjects.  To  render  this  course  of  policy 
effective,  Spain  prohibited,  under  the  severest  penalties,  not  only  the 
(9  of  foreigners  within  her  colonies,  but,  also,  the  introduction  of  all 
odities  of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture,  unless  they  had  been  pre- 
y  introduced  into  the  ports  of  the  peninsula.  These  prohibitions 
nted  the  people  of  the  United  States,  for  a  long  time,  from  obtaining 
*  of  correct  information  in  regard  to  their  western  neighbors.  In  the 
L906,  Lieutenant  Pike  and  his  companions  having,  by  mistake,  reach- 
'  Rio  del  Norte,  instead  of  the  waters  of  the  Red  river  of  the  Mississippi, 
thrown  into  the  prisons  of  Santa  Fe.    After  his  liberation,  which 


1  in  the  following  year,  Lieutenant  Pike  returned  to  the  United  States 
^  way  of  Texas,  and  published  a  journal  of  his  expedition  and  travels. 


: 
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This  journal  at  once  convinced  the  enterprising  that  great  advantages  rout 
result  from  an  inland  trade  between  Missouri  and  the  Mexican  province; 
but  they  were  restrained  from  embarking  in  it,  through  fear  of  a  tatesimit 
to  that  of  Lieutenant  Pike  and  his  companions. 

Iu    1810,  the  patriot  Hidalgo  raised  the  standard  of  liberty,  and,  fe 
a  short  time,  overthrew  the  royal  authority  in  most  parts  of  New  Spa 
No  sooner  had  the  news  of  this  revolution  reached  St.  Louis,  than  (in  10B) 
Smith,  McKuight,  Chambers,  Beard,  and  some  ten  or  twelve  others,9etNt 
for  Santa  Fe  ;  but,  before  their  arrival,  Hidalgo  had  been  put  to  death  ■ 
Chihuahua,  and  the  liberal  party  entirely  overthrown.    Instead  of  arrinf 
among  a  people  who  they  supposed  would  greet  them  as  friends,  these* 
terprising  adventurers  were  immediately  seized  by  the  vice-royal  autbn- 
ties,  loaded  with  irons,  thrown  into  various  prisons,  and  their  propertril 
confiscated.    Ignorant  of  the  fate  of  this  party,  Messrs.  Chouteau  aodlk 
Mun,  of  St.  Louis,  some  four  or  five  years  afterward,  were  decoyed  ito 
the  power  of  the  Spanish  authorities  in- Mexico;  their  goods  were  lihflft 
confiscated,  and  they  themselves,  after  a  shojrt  imprisonment,  were  pent* 
ted  to  return  home.   In  1821,  thfe  gentlemen  composing  the  first  eipeife 
to  Santa  Fe  returned  to  St.  Louis,  arousing  the  sympathies  of  their  haw 
by  their  tale  of  Ions:  suffering  and  sorrow  iu  Mexico,  and  awakeningh 
attention  of  speculators,  by  their  statement  of  the  immense  prices  wick 
merchandise  of  all  descriptions  bore  in  that  country. 

At  this  time,  the  royal  armies  having  evacuated  Mexico,  and  left  (hep 
triots  in  almost  peaceable  possession  of  the  entire  country,  Chamber* d 
Beard  found  no  difficulty  iu  organizing  a  strong  expedition  for  the  8* 
Fe  trade.     Some  forty  or  fifty  persons  with  pack-animals  started  &* 
the  plains ;  but,  owing  to  many  unforeseen  circumstances,  the  expel* 
proved  a  total  loss  to  those  who  were  interested  in  it.     This  trade  wtf* 
ried  on  by  means  of  pack-mules  and  horses  until  the  year  1824,  wta* 
assumed  a  different  aspect.     The  traders  commenced  the  transports!** 
their  goods  in  wagons,  and  the  supply,  which,  by  means  of  the  tran^j* 
tion  before  used,  had  been  insufficient  for  the  necessities  of  the  peo^ 
New  Mexico,  now  by  far  exceeded  their  wants  or  their  means.  Thett* 
were  thus  compelled  to  seek  for  a  market  in  the  more  southern  St*"' 
Chihuahua  and  Seuora.     The  traffic  with  these  States  was  fouud  toh* 
ceedingly  profitable,  and  continued  to  be  so  until  about  the  year  l838i"J 
two  hundred  wagons,  loaded  with  goods  of  the  value  of  half  a  miU*  J 
dollars,  at  Missouri  cost,  arrived  at  Santa  Fe.     A  very  large  propoiti** 
these  goods  had  to  be  taken  to  Chihuahua  for  sale  ;  and  there,  forth*** 
time,  they  were  met  by  a  still  greater  amount  of  goods,  which  haJW^ 
tered  at  the  ports  of  Matamoras  and  Tampico,  on  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  jj* 
assortments  had  been  purchased  at  New  Orleans,  New  York,  w^JrJJ 
delphia  ;  had  been  reshipped,  and  the  drawback  having  been  allow*" 
been  subject  to  the  duties  imposed  by  the  Republic  of  Mexico  only ;  •'•JjJ 
the  goods  of  the  Missouri  traders  had  been  subject,  first,  to  the  tarifjj"* 
United  States,  and  then  to  the  Mexican  duties  at  Santa  Fe.    Tht*** 
ing  under  a  disadvantage  of  about  twenty-five  per  cent  additional <Wg 
on  their  goods,  the  greater  number  of  the  traders  from  Missouri  W^J 
heavy  losses.     From  this  time  forward,  the  trade  between  Mi«o**£* 
and  Mexico  gradually  decreased  ;  and  such  is  now  its  languishing  coo** 
that  only  seven  wagons  went  to  that  country  during  the  last  waS0D>? 
ihe  track  which  the  Santa  Fe  traders  have  heretofore  followed  over P 
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ies  must  be  soon  obliterated,  unless  Congress  shall  infuse  into  the 
7  vigor  and  life,  by  allowing  to  our  traders  the  same  privilege  of 
:  and  debenture  which  they  grant  to  those  who  reship  by  water, 
ciple  is  the  same.     The  tariff  laws  of  the  United  States  are  in- 
operate  upon  foreign  goods  actually  consumed  within  their  limits ; 
appears  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  exception  to  its  operation 
>t  extend  as  well  to  the  citizens  of  Missouri,  who  trade  by  land  to 
is  to  those  who  take  their  goods  to  the  same  foreign  market  by 
The  necessity  of  action  on  this  subject  by  Congress,  may  be  still 
ugly  enforced  by  presenting  a  brief  statistical  view  of  those  parts 
)  in  which  the  Missouri  traders  usually  carry  on  their  traffic, 
gh  table  land  of  Mexico  enjoys  the  finest  climate  in  the  world;  ex- 
e  from  the  snows  and  frosts  of  the  north,  and  the  insufferable 
rating  heat  of  the  tropics,  it  yields  the  productions  of  both  the  torrid 
>erate  zones.     In  this  region  of  country  is  situated  the  city  Chi- 
with  a  population  of  fifteen  thousand  souls,  and  surrounded  by  a 
>n  of  double  that  number.     This  city  is  in  the  heart  of  the  richest 
ountry  in  the  Mexican  Republic  ;  it  contains  a  branch  of  the  mint, 
a  cash  business  of  three  millions  of  dollars  annually,  two  thirds 
is  expended  in  the  purchase  of  foreign  commodities.    The  Mex- 
turally  of  a  gay  and  lively  disposition,  are  peculiarly  so  in  this 
nd  wealthy  city.     No  material  is  too  costly,  no  fabric  too  splendid, 
)nsumption  of  the  rich  ;  while  the  poor  classes  purchase  and  con* 
large  amount  of  coarse  cotton  and  other  goods ;  and,  until  they 
manufactories  among  themselves — a  period  which  is  unquestiona- 
•te — the  demand  for  this  species  of  goods  will  rather  increase  than 
.    The  people  of  New  Mexico,  the  province  in  which  are  situated 
s  of  Fuos  and  Santa  Fe,  are  more  friendly  to  us  than  any  other 
>f  the  citizens  of  Mexico.     This  arises  from  an  intercourse  with 
twenty  years'  standing,  from  the  mutual  advantages  which  have 
from  such  an  intercourse  ;  and  from  the  fact  that  numbers  of  our 
nen  have  intermarried  with  them.    This  good  feeling  has  been 
be  a  great  benefit  to  our  traders,  in  enabling  them  to  pass  their 
rorahly  through  the  custom-house,  and  in  the  thousand  other  com- 
elations  that  exist  between  them.  The  inhabitants  of  this  province, 
res,  are  exceedingly  anxious  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
dopt  the  measures  recommended  in  this  memorial,  and  cherish  and 
s  enterprise  of  our  citizens.    The  Government  of  the  Republic  of 
occupied  mostly  in  quelling  internal  disturbance,  and  in  endeavor- 
aintaiu  its  powers,  and  greatly  embarrassed  in  its  finances,  has  per- 
leir  northern  province  of  Mexico  to  shift  for  themselves.    Situated 
atskirts  of  civilization,  in  the  neighborhood  of  unfriendly  or  treach- 
bes  of  Indians,  the  people  of  this  province  have  been  almost  en- 
pendunt  upon  the  receipts  of  their  custom-houses  for  the  means  of 
n. 

i  year  1628,  when  the  Santa  Fe  trade  was  at  its  most  prosperous 
rge  amounts  of  specie  were  brought  to  Santa  Fe  by  the  traders  from 
lern  States  of  Mexico,  to  pay  their  duty  accounts  ;  and  the  receipts 
provincial  treasury  were  sufficient  to  enable  the  authorities  to  raise 
nlfi.:  i  respectable  military  force,  by  which  to  ropel  and  keep  in 
r  \ic.  i ill-  neighbors.  The  people;  w?re  happy  and  prosperous;  and 
L  >    «i«    j»,  horses,  mules,  and  cattle,  covered  their  plains.     From 
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that  time  forward,  however,  the  scene  has  changed.  The  disadvantages 
under  which  our  traders  labored,  by  reducing  the  amount  of  importations, 
and  consequent  receipts  for  duties,  empoverished  the  provincial  treasury,  aid 
compelled  the  local  authorities  to  disband  their  military  forces.  Internl 
broils  and  dissensions  in  consequence  ensued,  and  the  Camanches,  Apacta, 
Navanoes,  and  other  tribes,  nnawed  and  unrestrained,  swept  every  ring 
before  them.  The  plains  and  pastures  of  that  province  have  now  becott 
waste  and  deserted,  and  her  people  empoverished. 

New  Mexico  contains  the  elements  of  great  mineral  and  agricultual 
wealth.  Silver  ore  is  found  in  most  of  her  mountains.  Her  gold  mini 
yield  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually,  and  admit  of  i 
much  greater  exploration  and  increase.  Many  rich  discoveries  of  gold  hat 
been  made  in  other  quarters  ;  but  the  hostile  disposition  of  the  Indians  fer- 
bids  their  being  worked.  Were  the  authorities  of  the  province  enabled  to 
maintain  a  standing  military  force,  sufficiently  strong  to  subdue  or  ketfin 
awe  the  Indian  tribes  and  give  protection  to  her  cattle-growers,  their  Ms 
and  herds  would  soon  extend  over  the  prairies  to  the  waters  of  the  Aria- 
sas ;  for  no  country  iu  the  world  is  so  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  *k 
as  the  high,  dry,  and  salubrious  land  of  this  neglected  province. 

The  passage  of  a  law,  such  as  your  memorialists  have  so  repeatedly ■! 
earnestly  urged  upon  your  consideration,  would  produce  the  most  M- 
cial  results.     Immediately  after  the  passage  and  sanction  of  such  law,  In- 
dreds  of  wagons,  loaded  with  merchandise,  would  be  employed  in  thistnfc. 
The  local  authorities  of  the  province  of  New  Mexico,  by  their  cusM* 
house  receipts,  would  be  enabled  to  maintain  a  sufficient  military  fomto 
reduce  into  subjection  her  Indian  neighbors.     Her  citizens,  relieved  in 
apprehension,  would  resume,  with  energy,  and  on  an  extended  scale,  Mr 
mineral  and  agricultural  pursuits;  and  our  traders  would  bring  bid  to 
the  United  States  valuable  returns  of  wool,  coarse  woollen  manufacMS, 
furs,  peltries,  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion,  and  horses  and  mufon- 
ging  into  activity  and  profitable  employment  the  energies  of  both  court*** 
in  different  branches  of  industry. 

Your  memorialists  close  this  representation  by  expressing  the  hope,** 
the  action  of  Congress  on  this  important  subject  will  be  immediate,  aJ^ 
suit  in  the  early  enactment  of  a  law  establishing  a  port  of  entry  aodfl* 
tom-house  at  some  point  on  the  Missouri  river,  near  our  western,  b^r 
and  allowing  to  those  who  trade  from  this  State  to  the  Republic  oflk&h 
by  land,  the  privilege  of  debenture  and  drawback  on  all  goods  ex  ported  ty 
them  to  that  country  in  the  original  package.  And  your  memorialist!  ™ 
ever  pray,  <fec. 

Approved  December  27,  1S3S. 


State  of  Missouri, 
City  of  Jefferson. 

Secretary  op  State's  Offk* 

I,  James  I,.  Minor,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  doh**y 
certify  that  the  foregoing  pages  contain  a  true  and  perfect  copy  of"18 
memorial  filed  in  said  office,  relative  to  the  Santa  Fe  trade. 

r        -,  Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  office,  this  first  day  of  0* 

LL'  S'J  tobcr,  A.  D.  1839. 

JAS.  L.  MINOR,  Sec .  Sate. 
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Port  Gibson,  December  31,  1839. 

Dear  Sir  :  From  a  sense  of  interest  felt  for  our  young  State  of  Arkansas, 

must  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  you  of  the  great  importance  of  the  trade 
ecentiy  commenced  from  this  State  directly  to  the  city  of  Chihuahua. 

The  city  of  Chihuahua  is,  no  doubt,  well  known  to  you  as  a  great  com- 
aercial  place  for  that  country.  It  is  situated  in  the  heart  of  an  immense 
dining  district,  as  well  also  as  that  of  commanding  the  entire  commerce  of 
onae  four  or  five  hundred  miles  in  every  direction  around  it,  and  may  be 
elied  on  for  the  vent  of  from  two  to  three  millions  of  dollars  annually,  all 
f  which  (if  proper  protection  is  given)  must,  from  necessity,  pass  through 
»ur  State.  I  have  stated,  as  above,  that  from  two  to  three  millions  can  be 
reeded  there  annually,  which  statement  is  not  made  from  any  hearsay,  but 
hmn  actual  observation  by  myself,  having  resided  in  the  city  from  the 
rater  of  1S32  to  the  fall  of  1835,  and  was,  during  the  whole  time,  actively 
mgaged  in  the  commerce  of  the  country,  from  which  I  feel  authorized  in 
stating  the  amount  at  two  to  three  millions  of  dollars  annually. 

Of  the  company  that  came  through  to  our  State  in  August  last,  most  of 
hem  are  personal  acquaintances  of  mine,  and  are  gentlemen  of  high 
Handing,  from  whom  1  am  assured,  that  the  route  or  road  is  of  the  most 
practicable  character,  and  not  more  than  eight  hundred  miles  from  Van 
Buren,  on  the  Arkansas  river,  to  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  which  route  will 
be  easily  performed  every  six  months  ;  when,  af  the  same  time,  the  traders 
from  Missouri,  having  six  hundred  miles  farther  to  go,  can  only  perform 
the  route  once  in  twelve  months;  added  to  which,  they  have  a  second  duty 
of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  Mexican  valuation,  the  extra  transportation,  &c, 
making  A  difference  in  favor  of  the  trade  from  Arkansas,  of  at  least  twenty 
per  cent. 

The  principal  and  almost  only  protection  required  to  this  valuable  trade, 
s  that  of  making  Van  Buren  or  Fort  Smith  a  port  of  entry,  for  the  sole 
md  express  purpose  of  giving  to  the  trader  the  benefit  of  debenture  or 
I  raw* back  of  duties  on  our  foreign  goods,  without  which  a  port  of  entry 
vould  be  of  no  benefit  or  interest  whatever. 

Knowing  that  there  are,  or  may  be,  objections  to  giving  the  debenture  or 
Irawback  on  goods  cleared  from  an  inland  port,  allow  me  to  suggest  a 
course  by  which  fraud  may  be  easily  prevented  on  the  part  of  the  merchant 
>r  trader,  which  would  be  thus:  On  clearing  from  the  port  of  Tan  Buren 
*r  Fort  Smith,  as  may  be,  let  the  trader  or  merchant  give  good  and  suffi- 
cient bonds  that  those  goods  shall  not  be  sold  or  vended  in  the  United 
States,  <fec.,  &c,  and  as  a  voucher  that  those  goods  were  landed  in  the  city 
>f  Chihuahua,  or  within  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  require  the  trader  to 
produce  to  the  custom-house  from  which  he  cleared,  the  certificate  of  an 
American  consul  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  appointed  at  Chihuahua 
Tot  that  purpose,  and  countersigned  by  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Chi- 
liuahua. 

If  Congress  will  grant  us  a  port  of  entry,  with  the  privilege  of  deben- 
ture, we  will  soon  find  that  it  will  not  only  prove  so  beneficial  to  Arkansas, 
t>Ut  allow  me  to  assure  you,  from  my  best  knowledge  of  the  busiuoss  of  that. 
Country,  that  there  will,  without  doubt,  be  large  amounts  of  goods  (tarnished 
through  that  channel  that  are  now  landed  on  the  const  of  Mexico  from. 
France  and  England,  which  is  of  no  small  importance  to  the  United  Stales. 

Respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMRS  HAItRJ^ON. 
Col.  .      "    ■  .:vier,  7/i  United  States  Senutn. 
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tt  Session.  J 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  18, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  White  made  the  following 
REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  8.  No.  348.] 

•  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 

Rand}  report: 

'he  petitioner  states  that  he  enlisted  into  Captain  Simon  Marston's  com* 
y,  in  Colonel  Wingate's  regiment  of  New  Hampshire  militia,  in  June, 
6,  for  six  months ;  that  he  was  marched  to  Ticonderoga,  and  there 
tinned  during  his  term  of  enlistment,  when  he  was  discharged.  His 
sments  are  sustained  by  the  affidavit  of  Jabez  James,  who  testifies  that 
oined  another  company,  in  the  same  regiment,  in  June,  1776,  and  at  the 
e  time  that  Rand  enlisted  into  Marston's  company ;  that  both  enlisted 
lix  months,  and  were  marched  to,  and  stationed  at,  Ticonderoga  until 
r  terms  of  service  expired,  when  they  were  discharged,  and  both  re- 
ed to  New  Hampshire  together. 

and's  name  is  borne  on  the  rolls  of  Marston's  company ;  but  the  rolls 
lot  show  the  length  of  the  service. 

'he  committee  deem  the  evidence  sufficient  to  establish  the  claim,  and 
Tt  a  bill  for  six  months. 

-  4k  BiTci,  printers. 
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tt  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  lR.  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Davis  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

?  Committee  on  Commerce  has  examined  the  several  eofnmunicntiotiM 
r  Mr.  Lepaute  to  Mr.  Davis,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
tport: 

1  1838  this  committee  made  a  report  recommending  the  importation 
trial  of  lenticular  lights  from  France,  believing  the  experiments  which 
teen  tried  in  the  light  houses  of  that  nation  had  fully  established  their 
priority  over  reflectors.  Pursuaut  to  this  recnmmeudation,  Congre* 
ed  a  law  authorizing  the  importation  of  two  sets  of  apparatus,  which9 
•  great  delays,  have  arrived  at  New  York,  hut  have  not  yet  been  set  up, 
s  apparatus  has  been  constructed  under  the  supervising  care  of  a  gentle- 
most  favorably  known  in  Europe,  as  the  superintendent  of  the  construe* 
of  lenticular  light  houses  in  France,  Mr.  Henry  Lepaute.  Being  made 
tainted  with  our  desire  to  make  a  fair  trial  of  this  apparatus,  through 
tain  Perry,  of  the  United  States  navy,  who  was  instnicted  to  contract 
wo  sets,  he,  in  the  most  obliging  manner,  tendered  his  valuable  services 
*j  that  the  work  was  done  in  the  most  approved  manner.  One  set  it 
t  fixed  light  of  the  second  order,  and  will,  it  is  understood,  be  set  op 
tly  at  Sandy  Hook,  upon  the  great  track  of  vessels  entering  and  depart- 
Irom  New  York,  where  its  merits  will  be  brought  under  the  observation 
fiipmasters  and  mariners  standing,  as  it  will,  in  direct  contrast  with  the 
ts  upon  Neversiuk.  This  position  will,  therefore,  be  favorable  in  aS 
ects  for  a  trial,  except,  it  is  feared,  the  tower  is  uot  sufficiently  elevated 
re  the  sea,  to  give  its  greatest  range  to  such  a  light.  The  other  ism 
Iving  light  of  the  first  order,  and  the  Isle  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth, 
'  Hampshire,  has  been  thought  of,  as  a  suitable  place  for  it,  but  the  height 
tie  tower  is  inadequate  to  display  the  light  in  the  most  useful  matwier* 
8  site  is  recommended,  because  it  lays  in  the  track  of  a  great  commerce^ 
in  a  region  subject  to  that  weather  and  fogs  which  will  bring  th*  power 
lie  light  to  the  severest  test.  All  these  matters  are  however  osofided  I* 
sare  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  Mr.  Pieman  ton,  who  appears  to  mke  a  coOh 
dable  interest  in  them,  and  feels  anxious  that  the  lights  should  belted 
in  the  best  manner,  and  a  fair  and  lull  trial  of  them  be  made,  *od  the 
imittee  have  no  fears  as  to  the  result 

X  well  authenticated  evidence  may  be  relied  on,  the  brilliancy  of  the 

it  of  light  formed  hy  the  lenses,  has  never  been  surpassed  id  light-bouee% 

we  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  learning  and  perseverance  of  those  atfe^ 

^fcRives,  printers. 
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scientific  gentlemen  in  France,  who  have  devoted  themselves  with  zeal  and 
signal  success  to  the  improvement  of  light  houses. 

Mr.  Lepaute,  who  has  given  as  many  proofs  ol  the  value  of  Ins  service 
in  this  department,  asserts  the  extraordinary  fact,  that  the  first  class  of  len- 
ticular lights  may  be  seen  with  the  naked  eye  fifty  miles ;  the  second  ionr 
miles  ;  the  third  twenty  eight  miles ;  the  third  small  twenty-five  miles:  the 
fourth  revolving  twenty  miles;  the  fourth  fixed  fifteen  miles;  while  it  appeal 
that  none  of  ours  are  visible  more  than  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  roila, 
and  most  of  them  from  ten  to  sixteen  miles  only.     Therefore,  the  thud 
order,  and  even  the  third  small,  is  equal  to  our  best;  and  the  quantity^ 
oil  consumed,  Mr.  Lepaute  represents  to  be  at  least  one-third  less.    It  wi 
be  seen  by  the  annexed  table,  that  he  has  computed  in  killogrammes,tki 
quantity  of  oil  consumed  by  each  of  our  light-houses  in  a  year,  the  am 
grate  of  which  is  equal  to  242,054,  and  also  the  quantity  necessary  for» 
ticular  lights  of  equal  power  which  is  equal  to  13U,3U0  killogramiuea. 

This  presents  to  us  a  strong  motive  to  persevere  in  the  trial  till  weto 
seen  lor  oui selves  the  results. 

If  they  turn  out  as  favorably  as  we  have  good  reason  to  believe,! 
shall  soon  lay  aside  our  reflectors  for  lenses,  and  probably  diminish  then* 
ber  of  our  establishments  considerably:  our  outer  or  sea  lights  which* 
first  seen  by  mariners  approaching  to  the  corst  ought  mostly  to  be  of  the  it* 
and  second  order  to  give  early  warning  to  vessels.    Those  which  sn») 

Eloyed  to  indicate  the  channels  and  head-lands  of  our  inland  waters^ 
e  chit  fly  of  the  smallest  order. 

It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Pleasanton  has  engaged  an  experienced  artiffl 
come  over  from  France  and  set  up  the  imported  apparatus,  which  the  eft 
mittee  consider  a  very  judicious  step,  as  this  work  requires  skill  and 
rience,  and  it  is  also  essential  that  some  one  should  be  capable  of  instn 
the  keepers  in  their  duties.     Mr.  Greenough  has  offered  to  fit  the  lampfc. 
his  chemical  oil  and  to  try  the  experiment  with  it.    This  oil  has  been  "~ 
jected  to  test  in  the  light-house  at  Boston,  and  burns  with  an  interne 
liancy  greatly  surpassing  sperm  oil.    It  is  desirable  to  see  these  im 
tnents  united  as  the  happiest  results  may  be  anticipated. 

Several  of  our  enlightened  citizens  have  turned  their  attention  with 
zeal  to  tlie  improvement  of  our  light  houses.    Of  these  Captain  Pe: 
the  United  States,  was  employed  to  contract  for  the  several  sets  of  a 
imported  by  order  of  Congress ;  and,  while  abroad,  it  is  understood 
ed  much  valuable  information.    The  committee  have  on  their  files,  t 
tiotis  of  several  French  documents,  communicated  to  them  by  Messrs.  Mi 
of  New  York,  which,  so  far  as  they  are  not  similar  to  those  before  in  thai 
sesMon,  they  shall  annex  to  this  report.    These  gentlemeu  have 
much  of  their  time  to  this  subject,  and  have  collected  much  valuable! 
ation  which  they  have  at  all  times  freely  communicated  ior  the 
the  U  n  ned  States. 

The  committee  take  much  pleasure  in  laying  before  the  public,  the 
joined  papers,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Lepaute,  lielieving  that  tbey  will 
the  stork  of  general  information  ;  and  draw  the  atlentiou  of  the  lei 
this  im|ortaut  subject    Our  system  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  i 
ment  of  u**  age,  for  we  have  for  a  long  lime  made  little  advancement, 
France  aud  \frgland  have  given  an  efficiency  to  their  lights  never 
equalled.    Having  a  great  mercantile  marine  and  a  great  extent  of 
it  is  our  ioteresti  as  well  as  ourduty,  to  light,  in  the  best  manner,  tiie  ' 
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s  path  of  the  mariner ;  and  the  committee  take  pleasure  in  giving  encour- 
sment  to  every  useful  improvement  designed  for  that  end. 


[translation.] 

tiry  Lepaute,  general  superintendent  of  the  construction  of  lenticular 
light-houses  in  France,  residing  in  Paris,  Rue  St.  Honore,  No.  247. 

Sir  :  Pray  excuse  the  liberty  which  I  take  in  addressing  to  you,  en- 
teed,  a  comparative  table  of  the  annual  expense  of  oil  for  the  light-houses 
the  United  States,  compared  with  a  like  number  of  lenticular  light- 
Mitfls  of  a  corresponding  brilliancy  and  (ported)  or  reach. 
The  important  report  which  you  made  on  the  22d  March,  1838,  at  the 
I  session  of  the  25th  Congress  (which  Captain  Perry  did  me  the  honor 

>  corarounicato  to  me),  on  lenticular  light-houses,  demonstrates  the  in- 
Best  taken  by  you  in  a  system  which  presents  such  great  advantages,  not 
lly  in  au  economical  point  of  view,  which  might  be  considered  secondary 
so  important  a  service,  but  in  the  much  more  essential  one  of  having 
od  lights— considerations  which  you  have  pointed  out  in  a  manner  so 
ar  and  precise,  in  demonstrating  the  advantages  which  navigators  might 
ive  from  them. 

Fhe  table  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  yon,  comprises  two 
racipal  divisions  placed  opposite  to  each  other;  the  first,  for  light-houso* 
A  reflectors  ;  the  second,  for  lenticular  light-houses. 
Fhe  first  division  indicates,  beside  the  name  and  character  of  the  lights, 
distance  at  which  they  can  be  seen,  the  number  of  burners  which  light 
se  light  houses,  and  the  annual  consumption  of  oil  in  killogrammesr 
[The  second  division  indicates  the  character  of  those  light-houses,  genet* 
r   similar  to  that  of  light  houses  with  reflectors,  their  degree  of  distanefe 
nglish  marine  miles  at  which  they  can  be  seen,  the  order  to  which 
belong,  and  the  annual  consumption  of  oil  for  each  of  them, 
lie  work  published  this  year  by  Mr.  Coulier,  entitled  u  A  General  D** 
jption  of  Lighthouses,"  comprises  a  greater  number  of  them  than  that 
aprised  in  the  comparative  table ;  but  the  names  by  which  some  are 
i-££Dated,  not  being  the  same  as  in  your  report,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
aplete  my  work,  for  fear  of  giving  to  some  light-houses  a  character 
e**eat  from  that  which  they  really  have. 
Notwithstanding  that,  I  have,  I  fear,  committed  some  errors  on  this  stib- 

>  bat  I  hope  that  they  will  be  few. 

-  have  found  more  positive  information,  which  alone  has  permitted  mi 
Complete  this  comparative  table  in  your  abovementioned  report  of  Ae 
I  of  March,  1838,  concerning  the  number  of  burners  which  illumitte 
jH  light-house. 

t  Iiave  supposed  that  each  of  these  burners  was  an  Argand  tamp,  coi- 
ning 35  grammes  of  oil  per  hour,  or  140  killogrammes  per  year,  and  at 
!^Q  hours  by  night,  the  time  during  which  the  light  houses  am  lighted. 
**he  lenticular  light  houses  are  designated  by  their  numbers  df  order,  «l 
»  2d,  3d,  and  4th  order.  The  light-bouses  of  the  3d  order  are  divided 
**  two  series  ;  the  first  is  on  a  large  scale,  and  the  second  on  the  small 
*^,  as  indicated  in  the  table  by  the  sign  3p  (small  model). 

»  A  kiUqgraaiiM  is  equal  to  two  pints. 
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mparaiwe  table  of  the  annual  consumption  of  oil  by  the  light  houses 
with  reflectors  and  those  with  lenticular  glasses  of  corresponding  range 
jnd  brilliancy. 

IMPORTANT  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  authorities  hereon  consulted,  do  not  indicate  the  number  of  degrees 
he  horizon  which  each  light  house  or  lantern  should  illuminate ;  it  has, 
refore,  been  assumed  that  the  lenticular  lanterns  illuminate  the  entire 
iaon — 360  degrees. 

If  the  lenticular  lanterns  should  illuminate  but  a  part  of  this  horizon, 
if  brilliancy  and  their  range  would  be  augmented  by  the  employment  of 
apparatus  which  would  reflect,  from  the  surface  of  the  sea,  those  rays  of 
ht  which  have  been  lost  on  the  land  side. 

This  ohserviition  applies  equally  to  the  fixed,  as  to  the  revolving  light. 
it  has  been  remarked  that  the  revolving  lights  are  but  few  in  number  on 
coasts  of  the  United  Slates,  and  present,  in  general,  but  two  different 
tractors,  of  which,  the  principal  is  the  exhibition  of  light  at  intervals  of 
»  minute  and  fifteen  seconds. 

The  fixed  lights,  on  the  contrary,  are  very  numerous ;  and,  from  their 
se  proximity  to  euch  other,  might  afford  just  grounds  of  fear  of  accidents 
sing  from  mistake. 

The  lenticular  lanterns  allow  a  greater  number  of  combinations  ;  as,  for 
tance,  the  returns  of  light  at  intervals,  of  thirty  seconds,  of  one  minute, 
two  minutes,  of  three  minutes,  and  of  four  minutes. 
Independently  of  those  regular  returns  of  light,  these  lanterns  have  also  a 
ed  light  of  a  range  of  fifteen  nautical  miles  for  light  houses  of  (he  first 
ler,  suffering  an  eclipse  at  intervals  of  thirty  seconds  and  of  one  minute ; 
J,  for  those  with  returns  of  lights  at  intervals  of  two,  three,  and  four  min- 
is, the  fixed  light  has  a  range  of  twenty  five,  twenty,  eighteen,  and  fifteen, 
utical  miles,  according  as  the  light  houses  are  of  the  first,  second,  third, 
fourth  order. 

The  lenticular  lanterns,  fixed  or  moveable,  can,  at  pleasure,  present  lights^ 
ored  or  white,  as  those  at  Norwalk,  Monhegan,  and  White  island ;  in 
s  last,  the  lights  are  alternately  red,  blue,  and 'white.  The  glasses  which 
uld  serve  to  color  those  ligh  s  could  be  placed  far  enough  from  the  blaze 
avoid  being  cracked  or  broken. 

The  authorities  on  which  the  table  is  founded,  on  the  other  hand,  are — 
I.  For  the  number  of  sockets  or  spouts  which  illuminate  the  lanterns: 
*  report  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Davis  to  the  twenty-fifth  Congress,  second  ses- 
n,  dated  the  22d  March,  1838. 

i.  For  the  character  and  range  of  the  liffhts :  the  work  of  Mr.  Coulier, 
titled  "A  General  Description  of  Lighthouses;  fourth  edition,  1839." 
The  range  of  the  lights  appears  to  be  sufficiently  indicated  by  the  eleva- 
n  of  the  lighthouses. 

A  considerable  number  of  important  light  houses  have  not  been  included 
the  table,  having  been  indicated  by  different  names  in  the  report  of  the 
Ha.  Mr.  Davis  and  in  the  work  of  Mr.  Coulier. 
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Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  you,  informing  you  of  tbdf* 
ment  of  the  cases  containing  the  two  lenticular  apparatus,  of  the  first  an!*" 
ond  orders,  ordered  of  me  by  Captain  Perry,  for  your  government,  l*** 
been  occupied  with  a  work  which  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  toM*J 
relative  to  which,  if  it  is  not  encroaching  too  much  on  your  kindness,  I**" 
like  to  have  some  observations  of  your  own. 

It  is  a  comparative  table  of  the  annual  consumption  of  oil  in  the  If1* 
with  reflectors  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  consuai** 
which  would  be  required  by  lights  with  lenses,  which  are  much  bqp* 
and  can  be  seen  at  a  greater  distance. 

This  was  suggested  to  me  by  reading  the  important  report  offtr.  DA 
in  the  2d  session  of  the  25th  Congress,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1838. 

This  report,  which  demonstrates,  in  a  clear  and  precise  manner,  tta* 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  PRECEDING  TABLE. 

The  lenticular  lanterns,  indicated  in  the  second  part  of  the  precedaj 

table,  as  desirable  to  supply  the  place  of  an  equal  number  of  reflectiy 

lanterns,  are  classed  according  to  the  distinctive  mode  adopted  in  Fthmi 

Their  range  and  brilliancy  are  generally  superior  to  the  correspond^ 

lanterns  with  reflectors.   Let  it  be  observed,  that  in  this  table  only  four  kfc 

ticular  lanterns  of  the  first  order  have  been  employed.     It  has  been  deetaf 

superfluous  to  take  in  a  greater  number,  considering  the  trifling  height  aboil 

the  level  of  the  sea,  of  those  buildings  on  which  the  lanterns  are  plani 

In  France,  the  following  elevations,  above  high  water,  have  been  adopa^ 

as  far  as  the  localities  permit,  viz : 

For  the  1st  order,  an  elevation  of    -  -  -  80  to  100  metal 

For  the  2d  order,  an  elevation  of    -  -  -  60  to    76  meim 

For  the  3d  order,  an  elevation  of    -  •  .  45  to    50  mew 

For  3d  p  order,  small  model,  an  elevation  of  -  30  to    36 

For  4th  order,  fixed  or  revolving,  an  elevation  of    -  18  to    26 

Lenticular  lanterns,  when  sufficiently  elevated,  have  been  descrtta 

clear  weather,  by  observers  placed  on  culminating  points  of  land,  Qt\f 

mariners  from  the  main  top  of  large  vessels,  as  follows : 

A  lantern  of  the  1st  order,  revolving,  60  English 
A  lantern  of  the  2d  order,  revolving,  40  English 
A  lantern  of  the  3d    order,  fixed,  28  English  miles. 

A  lantern  of  the  3d  p  order,  with  eclipses,  26  English  miles. 
A  lantern  oi  the  4th  order,  revolving,  20  English  miles. 
A  lantern  of  the  4th  order,  fixed,  16  English  miles. 

From  these  considerations,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  emrif  • 
greater  number  of  lenticular  lanterns  of  the  3d  and  4th  orders  ttarf 
those  of  the  1st  and  2d ;  these  last  having  too  expensive  a  range  fri* 
greater  part  of  those  cases  in  which  the  light-houses  have  too  great  f*- 
lmity  to  each  other. 

HENRY  LEPAUTE,  No.  247,  Rue  St.  Honark, 
Constructor  of  Lenticular  Lanterns,  at  his  manufactory,  th&i 

Rue  de  Vaugerard}  Paris. 
Paris,  January  30, 1840. 


vantages  of  lights  with  lenses  over  those  with  reflectors,  contains,  __ 
the  number  oi  lamps  in  «aali  o(  the  light-houses  on  the  coasts  of  the  W* 
States. 
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lave  made  use  of  this  important  information  in  the  construction  of  the 
►araiive  table  which  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you. 
>u  will  doubtless  observe  that  the  lights  of  the  first  class  are  only  four 
imher. 

le  distance  at  which  a  light  of  the  first  class  may  be  seen,  requires  that 
uilding  in  which  it  is  placed,  should  be  at  a  great  height  above  the 
of  the  sea,  so  as  to  profit  by  the  horizon  which  it  can  light  This 
it  should  be  150  metres,  and  the  observer  should  be  placed  at  10  metres 
3  the  same  level,  so  as  to  see  the  light  at  the  distance  of  60  marine 
If  these  conditions  are  not  fulfilled,  a  light  of  an  inferior  class  would 
eferable,  so  as  not  to  burn  a  certain  quantity  of  oil,  the  consumption  of 
ti  would  be  without  an  object. 

chts  of  the  first  class  are  generally  only  usefully  placed  on  points 
K  navigators  first  make  in  coming  from  sea,  to  reach  the  place  to  which 
are  bound.  Except  in  such  cases,  lights  of  such  brilliancy  and  visible 
ch  distances,  are  rarely  necessary. 

le  lights  of  the  second  class,  which  are  eclipsed  every  half  minute,  or 
I  minute,  have  a  remarkable  advantage,  as  their  brilliancy,  although 
ior  by  nearly  one-third  to  that  of  one  of  the  1st  class,  yet  their  intensity 
,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain  its  equal  with  reflectors,  except 
acing  a  certain  numher  in  parallel  directions,  and  consequently  con- 
ably  increasing  the  quantity  of  oil. 

he  fight  given  by  each  of  the  eight  or  ten  lenses  of  a  revolving  light  of 
econd  order,  being  2,400  and  1,800  common  lamps,  and  the  distance  at 
h  it  is  visible  30  to  35  nautical  miles,  there  would  be  a  saving  of  ono- 
in  the  annual  expense  for  oil,  by  using  rhem  in  preference  to  those  of 
irst  class,  in  cases  where  these  latter  can  possibly  be  dispensed  with. 
;  to  the  lights  of  the  secoud  line,  whirh  are  particularly  lor  the  coasting 
ration,  those  of  the  third  class  should  fully  satisfy  the  wants  of  that 
ration.  The  light  of  a  revolving  light,  is  equal  to  1.000  common  lamps; 
istance  it  is  visible,  25  nautical  miles,  would  be  sufficient  in  most  cases 
ow  a  cape,  a  deep  bay,  a  dangerous  reef,  a  road,  or  a  place  of  shelter  for 
*ls  in  l»ad  weather. 

te  lights  of  the  fourth  class  are  useful  in  pointing  out  the  entrance  of  a 
ir.  the  direction  r(  a  channel,  or  a  point  extending  into  the  sea,  an 
d,  &c.,  &c.  They  are  visible  from  15  to  25  miles  accordingly  as  they 
ixed  or  revolving. 

le  lenticular  lights  of  the  different  classes  do  not  require  lanterns  of 
ge  diameter,  la  saillie  exterieure  des  verres  de  lentibles  etant. 

the  lights  of  the  first  class        ... 

second  class    - 
third  class 

third  p  class  (small  model) 
fourth  class 

rom  these  farts  it  appears  that  but  few  lanterns  of  reflecting  lights  are 
pahle  of  receiving  the  lenticular  apparatus. 

have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  distinguished  consideration,  sir,  your 
humble  and  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  LBPAUTB. 
r.  Ed.  Blunt. 
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la*  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  18, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Davis  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

On  the  petition  of  a  mercantile  house  of  Nova  Scotia}  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  have  adopted  the  following  report,  which  they  submit  to  the 
Senate: 

The  British  brigantine  Rob  Roy  sailed  from  a  port  in  the  Province  of 
Neva  Scotia  for  South  America,  but  was  wrecked  in  a  gale  of  wind,  and, 
having  been  abandoned,  was  picked  up  and  towed  into  Marblehead  by 
£be  John  and  George,  of  that  place,  and,  after  due  legal  proceeding,  was 
sold,  with  her  cargo,  for  the  benefit  of  the  salvors.  The  cargo  was  chiefly 
i,  and  subject  to  a  duty  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  $1,200 ; 
the  petitioners  pray  that,  in  consideration  of  their  losses,  this  duty 
ty  be  remitted.  It  appears  that  three-fifths  of  the  avails  of  sales  was 
S^rarded  to  the  salvors,  and  that  the  loss  of  the  owners  will  be  considera- 
ble, after  receiving  all  insurance  made  upon  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

The  committee,  under  these  circumstances,  felt  inclined  to  go  as  far  as 
sound  policy  would  justify  in  granting  relief,  as  the  Rob  Roy's  cargo  was  a 
kind  of  merchandise  not  designed  for  this  market,  and  could  not  be  sub- 
•octed  to  the  duty  required  by  law,  without  causing  a  sacrifice.  But,  after 
deliberation,  they  have  not  been  able  to  meet  with  any  case  in  which  this 
policy  has  been  adopted,  either  in  regard  to  our  own  or  foreign  vessels, 
Wlen  wrecked ;  nor,  upon  general  principles,  are  they  able  to  perceive  any 
Rood  reason  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  policy.  The  merchandise  of  wrecks 
•Cands  on  the  same  footing  as  all  other  merchandise  which  enters  the 
Uttrket,  being  brought  ordinarily  into  competition  with  that  which  has  paid 
the  duty.  The  return  of  the  duty,  under  such  circumstances,  would  be  only 
*  gratuity  by  the  Government  to  indemnify  the  sufferers  for  their  misfor- 
tunes. The  committee  do  not  feel  inclined  to  go  to  that  extent  It  is 
that  the  case  of  the  petitioners  does,  in  some  respects,  present  a  dif- 
mt  aspect  Their  cargo  was  not  designed  for  this  market,  and  probably 
dd  not  be  disposed  of  here  without  loss,  as  it  was  brought  into  com- 

Sition  with  a  production  of  our  own,  which  had  not  been  subjected  to 
ty.  But  this  circumstance  does  not,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee, 
^erit  so  much  consideration  as  to  render  it  expedient  to  modify  a  general 

Cicy  which  is  now  well  understood,  as  it  rests  upon  grounds  compre- 
lded  by  all.  While,  therefore,  the  sum  is  a  small  one,  and  the  case 
lfeesents  some  show  of  hardship — not  in  any  essential  particular,  however, 
Jurying  from  other  maritime  losses — the  committee  believe  the 

&  Rives,  printers. 
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course  is  to  adhere  to  the  rule  hitherto  observed.  It  may  be  added, 
far  as  concerns  the  owners,  it  was  a  piece  of  good  fortune  that  the  bi 
brought  into  the  United  States ;  for  she  had  been  abandoned  to  h 
and  their  loss  would  have  been  total  instead  of  partial,  if  it  had  d< 
for  the  exertions  of  the  salvors  in  rescuing  the  property  from  destr 
The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  followin 
lution : 
Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitic 
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REPORT 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


■ttA  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  special  deposites  of  the 
Government,  and  the  issues  of  Treasury  notes. 


May  19,  1840. 

n  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department,  May  16, 1840. 
Sm :  This  report  is  made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution,  which  passed 
>  Senate  on  the  28th  ultimo,  in  the  following  words : 
'  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  lay  before 
1  Senate  a  statement  of  the  names  of  banks  in  which  special  deposited 
specie  were  made  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
anticipation  of  receiving  therefor  Treasury  notes  issued  under  the  acta 
1837,  183S,  and  1839;  and  a  monthly  statement  of  the  amount  of 
sasury  notes  delivered  on  account  of  having  received  certificates  of 
h  special  deposites,  specifying  the  date  and  amount  of  the  first  of  such 
iasury  notes  so  delivered,  with  the  rates  of  interest  of  such  Treasury 
ei,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  or  banks  to  whom  the  same  were  de- 
sred.  Also,  a  statement  of  the  amount  remaining  in  each  of  such  banks, 
he  credit  of  said  Treasurer,  at  the  date  of  the  first  of  such  certificates  is- 
d  by  such  bank.  And  also  a  monthly  statement  of  the  amount  of  aH 
v  deposites  to  the  credit  of  said  Treasurer  in  such  banks,  for  each 
nth  during  the  period  between  the  date  of  such  first  certificate  and 
date  of  the  payment  of  such  Treasury  notes. 

Also,  a  monthly  statement  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  drafts  drawn 
ipst  such  special  or  other  deposites,  in  each  month  during  such  pe- 
,  stating  the  transactions  with  each  bank  in  a  separate  account  And, 
,  copies  of  all  correspondence  between  the  department  apd  sucn 
ks,  and  any  person  or  persons,  preceding  and  accompanying  the  flwj- 
f  such  special  deposites  as  first  above  named,  and  relating  thereto, 
le  delivery  of  such  Treasury  notes." 

hes*  branches  of  inquiry  are  so  numerous,  and  in  some  respects 
plicated,  covering  so  long  a  period,  and  embracing,  beside  other  mat' 
nearly  the  whole  operations  of  the  department  under  three  separate 
of  Congress,  on  the  highly  important  subject  of  Treasury  notes,  that 
e  delay  has  been  indispensable  in  furnishing  all  trie  explanations  de- 
*TUw»,  printer*. 
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sired.  But  I  have  endeavored  to  collect  and  present  the  whole  it 
cumstances,  and  documents  required.  A  few  others  are  added 
appeared  likely  to  throw  light  on  some  of  the  inquiries. 

The  information  requested  in  the  first  part  of  the  resolution  is ' 
ment  of  the  names  of  banks  in  which  special  deposites  in  spe 
made  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  antici] 
receiving  therefor  Treasury  notes  issued  under  the  acts  of  183 
and  1839."  Such  a  statement  1  have  had  prepared  in  the  Tr 
office,  and  the  names  of  all  those  banks  may  be  seen  in  the  do 
annexed,  A  and  B. 

The  second  branch  of  the  resolution  calls  for  "  a  monthly  stat 
the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  delivered  on  account  of  having 
certificates  of  such  special  deposites." 

In  order  to  ascertain  this,  it  was  necessary  to  give  the  issue 
particular  case,  during  the  whole  period,  and  then  present  a  sep 
gregate  of  the  amount  monthly.  This  has  been  done  in  two  oi 
umns  in  tables  A  and  B. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  greatest  amounts  of  deposites  h 
made  in  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  This  has  happened  ii 
quence  of  its  being  the  place  most  convenient  for  public  creditors 
ly  to  receive  payments,  and  the  place  where  most  of  the  exchi 
cash  for  notes,  whether  made  by  individuals  or  banks,  were  offer 

The  third  direction  in  the  resolution  is  to  specify  "the  date  and 
of  the  first  of  such  Treasury  notes  so  delivered,  with  the  rates  of 
of  such  Treasury  notes,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  or  banks  f 
the  same  were  delivered." 

This  has  been  done  accordingly,  and  is  annexed  in  document 

For  further  illustration  of  thisjpoint,  I  have  submitted  seven 
extracted  from  a  letter  written  in  February  last,  in  reply  to  inquiri 
by  the  honorable  G.  Evans,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  am 
in  the  House  of  Representatives.    See  document  C. 

They  show  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  issued  quarterly,  and 
eral  rates  of  interest  they  bear ;  also,  the  amount  redeemed  qt 
the  aggregate  of  the  emission  made  under  each  act  of  Congress, 
aggregate  of  notes  of  each  emission,  which  had  been  redeemed  Jai 
1840,  and  at  the  date  of  the  letter. 

In  the  next  place,  the  resolution  presents  a  topic  of  inquiry  so 
different,  and  requests  "  a  statement  of  the  amount  remaining  in 
such  banks,  to  the  credit  of  said  Treasurer,  at  the  date  of  the  lint 
certificates  issued  by  such  bank."  This  is  given  in  one  of  the  < 
of  table  B. 

It  may  be  remarked  here,  that  the  amount  in  the  Treasury  atd 
included  trust-funds,  which  often  exceed  half  a  million  or  ddb 
besides  them,  funds  to  aid  in  meeting  constant  as  well  as  uw 
calls,  to  discharge  the  appropriations  of  Congress ;  which  calls  i 
three  years  have,  on  an  average,  been  from  two  to  three  million! 
lars  monthly. 

By  the  recapitulation  of  the  aggregates  in  the  close  of  table  1 
be  seen  that  at  the  time  when  these  deposites  commenced  in  thou 
there  was  but  $113,966  public  money  In  them  all ;  not  being  eati 
three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  answer  the  first  otjwtd 
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e  fifth  requirement  in  the  resolution  is  for  "  a  monthly  statement  of 
nount  of  all  other  deposites  to  the  credit  of  said  Treasurer  in  such 
i,  for  each  month,  during  the  period  between  the  date  of  such  first 
cate  and  the  date  of  the  payment  of  such  Treasury  notes."  At  the 
»f  the  resolution  such  payment  had  not  been  made  of  about  one  mil- 
nd  one  fourth  of  the  Treasury  notes  issued,  and  hence  it  was  im- 
>le  to  comply  with  a  part  of  this  requirement 
t  the  Treasurer  has  given  the  monthly  amount  of  deposites  in  such 
,  from  the  date  of  the  first  certificate  down  to  the  period  of  his  re- 
arhich  of  course  covers  all  the  time  mentioned,  that  was  practicable ; 
le  result  may  be  found  in  the  document  annexed  (B.) 
ier  this  portion  of  the  call,  it  deserves  notice,  that  the  items  of  which 
gregate  of  deposites  in  each  bank  is  composed  are  usually  various. 
>eside  the  proceeds  of  Treasury  notes,  originate  from  uncertain  and 
igent  sources,  whose  amount  and  time  of  payment  into  the  Treasury 
»t  be  foreseen  or  estimated  with  any  accuracy.  They  are  such  as  in- 
ities,  trusts,  and  old  debts  due  from  banks  and  individuals,  as  well 
ne  from  ordinary  sources  of  a  more  certain  though  still  fluctuating 
iter,  such  as  customs  and  lands,  as  well  as  transfers  from  other  de- 
ries. 

eir  whole  aggregate,  monthly,  has  not  only  varied  largely,  from  the 
nstance  just  suggested,  but  the  addition  made  to  them  monthly,  by 
roceeds  of  Treasury  notes  exchanged,  has  of  necessity  varied  much 
the  different  calls  likely  to  be  made  on  the  Treasury,  as  well  to  meet 
uctuating  current  expenditures,  as  to  meet  other  Treasury  notes  fall- 
ue.  Those  last  in  some  months  have  been  from  two  to  four  millions 
liars,  and  in  others  little  or  nothing. 

e  sixth  call  in  the  resolution  is  for  "  a  monthly  statement  of  the  ag 
te  amount  of  drafts  drawn  against  such  special  or  other  deposites,  in 
month,  during  such  period,  stating  the  transactions  with  each  bank 
separate  account" 

.  answer  to  this  and  the  preceding  call  has  rendered  necessary  a 
ll  abstract  of  most  of  the  important  bank  accounts  of  the  Treasurer, 
g  a  period  of  two  or  three  years.  And  the  details  desired  as  to  this 
chibited  in  another  of  the  columns  of  ta&le  B.  The  whole  amount 
>se  drafts  has  been  $18,475,42ff,  while  the  whole  deposites  of  money 
change  for  Treasury  notes  have  been  only  $7,778,924. 
le  remainder  has  been  paid  by  means  derived  from  the  other  various 
£8  before  alluded  to,  commencing  m  1837,  when  all  those  banks  to- 
ar  held  but  $113,996  of  public  jaoney,  and  terminating  on  the  9th 
at,  when  they  held  only  $584*623,  derived  from  all  quarters.  It  will 
en  that  the  amount  drawn  monthly  has  been  very  fluctuating,  as  it 
legended  not  only  on  the  fluctuating  aggregate  of  expenses  over  the 
e  Union  in  different  months,  varying  at  times  more  than  two  milliooa 
>Uars,  but  on  the  uncertain  amount  of  Treasury  notes  either  falling 
monthly,  or  offered  monthly  at  the  custom-houses  and  land  offices, 
to  last  have  been  in  some  months  nearly  four  millions,  and  in  some 
i  quarter  of  a  million.  It  has  depended,  also,  on  the  amount  of  the 
'means  of  making  public  payments  accruing  in  the  hands  of  collect- 
fficers,  since,  under  the  present  imperfect  laws,  it  has  generally  beeu 
ed  more  safe  and  convenient  first  to  use  and  exhaust  those  means ; 
t  accordingly  has  been  done  by  drafts  drawn  directly  on  those  o&- 
before  resorting  to  the  depositee  in  banks. 
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The  seventh  and  last  requirement  in  the  resolution  is  for  "  copies  of  ill 
correspondence  between  the  department  and  such  banks,  and  any  pern 
or  persons,  preceding  and  accompanying  the  making  such  special  depot 
ites  as  first  above  named,  and  relating  thereto,  on  the  delivery  of  nA 
Treasury  notes."  From  the  length  of  time  covered  by  this  call,  from  lb 
sums  received  in  exchange,  (though  in  many  cases  small,  yet  being  in  lb 
aggregate  nearly  seven  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,)  and  from  the  lap 
number  of  persons  and  banks  taking  the  notes,  this  correspondence  hi 
been  very  extensive.  But  I  have  endeavored  to  furnish  a  copy  of  all  to 
letters  required.  Many  of  them  are  unimportant  in  their  details,  blun- 
der the  comprehensive  and  explicit  character  of  this  part  of  the  resohitia, 
I  did  not  feel  justified  in  omitting  any  which  related  to  the  notes  aetalj 
delivered  in  exchange  for  special  deposites  of  money. 

Some  of  them  contain  other  matter  not  pertinent ;  but  for  the  same  nsa 
and  to  avoid  misconstruction  if  extracts  only  were  given,  they  haveaa 
cases  been  communicated  entire.  Sometimes  the  issues  were  madia 
applications  in  person,  without  any  letter;  and  sometimes  no  answeni* 
returned  to  them,  except  by  forwarding  the  notes.  The  correspond 
of  course,  develops  generally  the  terms  on  which  the  issues  in  exchap 
for  money  were  made.  But  the  reasons  for  adopting  various  rates  rf» 
terest,  and  for  issuing  amounts  so  different  in  different  periods,  as  w«I« 
for  not  accepting  at  times  several  conditions  proposed,  not  fully  ajjjjflaa 
in  the  correspondence,  and  being  necessary  to  a  correct  understand^* 
parts  of  the  tables,  statements,  and  letters  submitted  in  reply  to  the  na- 
tion, I  shall  take  the  liberty,  in  closing  this  report,  to  advert  to  a  fni 
them. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  soon  after  the  close  of  the  session  of  Ofr 
gress  in  March,  1837,  the  banks,  which  had  been  employed  by  lawafc 
positories  of  the  public  money,  and  which  held  within  their  contnifc 
pecuniary  means  of  the  Government  to  the  extent  of  more  than  tvtff 
millions  of  dollars,  refused  at  once  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses  rf* 
piblic  establishments,  as  well  as  to  redeem  the  public  faith,  by  mrilf 
just  claims  upon  them  in  a  lawful  currency.  Gold  and  silver  were  j^ 
rally  expelled  from  circulation  as  money ;  and  the  debtors  of  the  CSa* 
ment  found  it  impossible,  except  at  great  sacrifices,  to  meet  their  t# 
and  other  liabilities  in  the  only  medium  of  payment  authorized  byfe** 
enue  laws,  and  recognised  by  the  constitution.  An  extra  session  ofl£ 
gross  was  called  for  the  purpose,  unong  other  things,  of  providing  if* 
public  service,  amidst  the  embarrassments  into  which  the  finance! rf*1 
country  were  thus  suddenly  plunged 

To  give  delay  to  the  banks  and  the  merchants  in  fulfilling  their  0b  \ 
ties  to  the  Government,  and  at  the  same  time  to  furnish  means  iasiai^fj 
them  for  meeting  the  public  exigencies,  the  temporary  issue  of 
notes,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  ten  millions  of  dollars,  was 
by  the  act  of  the  12th  bf  October,  1837.    Immediately  on  the  t 
that  law,  this  department  publicly  advertised  for  tenders  for  the' 
of  these  notes  for  specie,  at  any  rate  of  interest  peimitted  by  its  p 
but,  for  several  months,  no  exchanges  to  any  considerable  amwffll' 
proposed.    Various  offers  for  effecting  the  sale  of  notes  on  puMie  sell 
at  the  best  price  obtainable,  were  made,  all  of  whieh  were  decline*} 
as  no  notes  were  issued  in  consequence  of  this  correspondenee,  if 


ifc 
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mitted  under  the  present  call.    The  chief  difficulty  under  which  the 
imunity  then  appeared  to  labor,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  operations  of 

department,  was  the  want  of  a  medium  of  payment  for  duties  and 
lie  lands.  Treasury  notes  were  much  sought  after  for  such  purposes, 
rell  as  to  be  used  occasionally  in  ordinary  business.  The  public  claim- 
;,  therefore,  were,  for  their  own  convenience,  often  desirous  to  obtain 
n,  bearing  no  interest ;  and,  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned,  they 
e  generally  at  par  without  regard  to  interest    But,  as  the  law  required 

the  notes  should  carry  some  interest,  the  low  rate  of  one  mill  was  at 
put  on  a  part  of  them,  and  of  two  per  cent  on  others, 
bout  a  million  and  three-quarters  were  issued  at  the  first  rate  to  public 
ere,  and  such  persons  as  preferred  them,  and  about  two  and  three-quar- 
at  the  other  rate.  All  these  (it  will  be  seen  by  table  C)  were,  with 
exception  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars,  emitted  within  six  months,  and 
re  the  banks  resumed  specie  payments  in  1838.  During  that  period, 
rly  sixteen  thousand  dollars  were  issued  bearing  six  per  cent,  and 
rly  three  millions  at  five  per  cent  These  were  issued  to  such  credit- 
as  were  unwilling  to  take  the  others  at  par  in  payment  The  exact 
xution  of  each  emission  which  was  issued  on  certificates  of  deposite, 
the  rate  of  interest  the  notes  bore,  may  be  seen  not  only  in  A,  but  in 
tfement  submitted  to  the  Senate  March  25, 1840,  a  copy  of  which  is, 
convenience  of  reference  on  other  accounts,  added  here.  (D.) 
t  is  there  shown  that  none  of  the  issues  under  the  authority  of  the 
inal  law  of  the  12th  of  October,  1837,  were  exchanged  for  cash,  ex- 
ting  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  dollars.  But  when  thfe 
ks  resumed  specie  payments  upon  their  liabilities,  as  most  of  them 
iughout  a  large  section  of  the  Union  did,  in  May,  1838,  there  was  less 
land  for  Treasury  notes  to  effect  payments  on  public  account    Gold 

silver  again  became  attainable  by  persons  entitled  to  cash ;  public 
mants,  when  desiring  them,  wished  tor  such  only  as  might  be  profita- 
employed  in  short  investments,  on  account  of  the  rate  of  interest  It 
refore  became  necessary  that  all  the  issues  under  the  first  act,  which 
emade  in  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  1838,  as  well  as  those  under 
new  act  of  May  21, 1838,  should  bear  a  rate  of  interest  sufficiently  high 
:eep  them  at  par  for  investment ;  this  was  five  and  six  per  cent 
[early  a  million  and  one-third  were  issued  at  the  former  rate;  and 
sn  that  did  not  appear  to  keep  them  at  par  in  the  market,  at  all  places, 
residue  of  nearly  seven  millions  was  issued  at  six  per  cent  Besides 
ivering  some  of  these  to  public  creditors,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  ex- 
nge  many  of  them  for  specie,  and  make  payments  in  that  currency, 
remittances  to  public  officers,  drafts  for  money  were  often  found  to  be 
re  convenient  for  disbursement  than  Treasury  notes  bearing  even  a 
;h  interest  Individual  claimants,  also,  occasionally  preferred  the  cash. 
sides  these  considerations,  it  was  supposed  that  the  value  of  the  Treas- 
'  notes  would  be  better  preserved,  if  generally  held  as  investments, 
n  if  put  in  circulation,  and  frequently  brought  into  the  market  for  sale 
the  holders  of  them ;  and  the  disbursement  of  money  instead  of  Treas- 
r  notes  was,  in  many  cases,  regarded  as  conducive  to  a  restoration  of 
cie  payments  by  the  banks  (L  1  and  16.)  The  department  accordingly 
rined  it  at  the  same  interest  in  exchange  for  notes,  under  the  second 
to  the  extent  of  nearly  four  millions,  and,  from  time  to  time,  paid  it 
to  claimants  instead  of  notes* 
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When  the  third  act  passed,  in  March,  1839,  a  similar  course  was  pr 
sued  as  to  the  interest  upon  the  notes  issued  under  it,  and,  the  scarcity^ 
money  having  much  increased,  none  could  then  be  obtained  with  am 
bearing  a  less  rate  than  six  per  cent  (I  3  and  5,  and  F  4.)    Indeed,  W 
the  contracts  for  the  exchange  of  the  notes  not  been  made  in  the  first  Uf 
of  the  year,  it  is  very  questionable  whether  the  money  could,  in  18^ 
have  been  procured  on  them  at  all,  within  the  rate  of  interest  limited  If 
the  act  of  Congress.    It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  rate  of  interest  k^ 
from  time  to  time,  been  changed  so  as  to  accommodate  the  state  of  It 
money  market  and  the  condition  of  the  currency,  as  well  as  to  sola 
public  credit    But  it  has  never  been  raised  until  rendered  necessary  top 
serve  the  value  of  the  notes  at  par  in  all  places,  or  obtain  money  upon  an 
at  par.  The  average  rate  of  interest  agreed  to  be  paid  on  the  whole,  coai 
ering  the  amount  emitted  at  each  rate,  will  somewhat  exceed  five  prat 
The  actual  average  rate  paid  and  to  be  paid  on  these  issues,  coasii% 
how  long  many  of  the  notes  (and  especially  those  which  bore  a  smrii- 
terest)  will  be  out  after  due,  must,  doubtless,  fell  short  of  five  per  ccsLt 
the  whole  during  the  time  they  may  be  outstanding.    Again:  itisbh 
considered  that  nearly  one  and  a  half  million  of  the  notes  issued  in  188 
have  been  voluntarily  redeemed,  and  the  interest  stopped  before  dea- 
der a  collateral  agreement  made  at  the  time  of  their  issue,  (see  letinL 
22  and  others,)  and  that  all  the  notes  have  been  issued  in  various  arnni 
and  at  different  times,  as  the  public  claims  were  presented,  or  money » 
likely  to  be  soon  needed  to  meet  those  claims,  (letter  L  26,  and  tabkfi) 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  whole  interest  paid  will  not,  probably,* 
ceed  what  would  have  been  four  per  cent  on  the  whole  amount,  prolix 
the  notes  had  been  issued  immediately  after  the  passage  of  each  ac^ 
is  general  with  scrip  for  ordinary  loans,)  to  the  full  extent  whicklb 
happened,  and  no  voluntary  redemption  of  any  of  them  had  taken  ]b 
until  they  fell  due  and  were  presented. 

The  expenses  of  the  plate,  paper,  &c,  in  issuing  Treasury  notes, toe 
not  been  computed  in  connexion  with  the  interest;  because,  as  no* 
missions  or  brokerage  have  been  paid,  the  whole  expenses  have,  uuf* 
tionably,  been  much  less  than  the  expenses  attending  a  loan  in  the  id 
form,  with  the  usual  commissions  allowed  for  making  it 

In  relation  to  the  length  of  time  in  making  the  various  issues,  d* 
the  unequal  amounts  emitted  in  different  months  and  quarters  since  Iff, 
it  will  be  seen  by  tables  B  and  C  that  they  have  vibrated  with  the  i* 
tuating  receipts  from  other  sources,  and  with  the  fluctuating  dflflfc 
on  the  Treasury  for  current  expenses,  and  for  the  redemption  of  «i* 
notes  due  or  about  to  be  due.  Thus  the  department  was  nedf* 
year  and  one-fourth  in  issuing  those  authorized  by  the  first  aet,«4 
three-fourths  of  a  year  under  the  second  act,  and  all  the  time  difli 
by  law  under  the  third  act  So  in  respect  to  the  amounts  issued;  ttf 
have  in  some  quarters  of  the  year  been  nothing,  and  in  others  as  Iff* 
four-fifths  of  a  million ;  while  in  others  they  have  been  as  high  asM 
three  millions,  four  millions  and  a  half,  and,  in  one,  seven  milliooi» 
a  half. 

It  happened  that  in  the  last  quarter  of  1637  the  issues  were  nearly  tk# 
millions,  in  consequence,  chiefly,  of  the  postponement  by  Congress  of  A» 
receipts  from  merchants'  bonds  for  duties  and  of  the  debts  due  from  faaobi 
both  of  which  rendered  unavoidable  a  large  emission  of  notes  to  defcj 
the  current  expenses, 
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In  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  1838,  the  same  causes,  in  connexion 
th  large  new  appropriations,  and  especially  the  expensive  arrears  of  the 
orida  war,  required  the  greater  issues  then  made.    The  sale  of  the 
nd  of  the  United  States  Bank,  in  August  of  that  year,  and  the  payment 
another  due  in  October,  rendered  unnecessary  many  subsequent  issues 
the  remainder  of  1838.    Accordingly,  by  the  correspondence  connect- 
with  this  subject,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  September,  1838,  (L  8,)  offers 
money  for  further  issues,  to  a  large  amount,  were  declined  by  the  de- 
rtment     So  again  in  December,  other  offers  were  declined,  (L  9,)  un- 
to the  money  was  applied  in  the  redemption  of  notes  already  out    (See 
rther,  K  8,  and  H  2.) 

An  express  agreement  was  also  required,  permitting  the  new  notes  to 
>  redeemed  before  falling  due,  if  the  department  should  happen  to  have 
i  band  sufficient  specie  funds.  One  leading  object  was  to  stop  interest 
i  them,  if  possible,  previous  to  the  end  of  the  year  allowed  for  their  re- 
mption ;  and  any  agreement  to  keep  them  out,  and  pay  interest  on 
am  after  they  were  due,  was  not  considered  proper,  without  new  legis- 
ion  to  that  effect  by  Congress,  (L  21.) 

In  1839,  the  issues  in  the  first  quarter  of  about  two  millions,  and  in 
a  second  of  about  one  million  and  three-fourths,  were  all  which  occurred 
that  year.  They  were  made  to  aid  in  discharging  current  expendi- 
res,  and  to  redeem,  and  be  in  readiness  to  redeem,  large  amounts  of 
■mer  Treasury  notes.  (Letters  L  26,  R  2,  L  32  &  20,  M  2  «fc  26  «fc  7.) 
hen  die  issues  commenced  under  the  act  of  March,  1839,  between  one 
d  a  half  and  two  millions  of  former  notes  were  out,  which  had  become 
e ;  and  the  amount  of  those  outstanding,  which  were  then  due  and  were 
ling  due  in  the  next  quarter,  is  computed  to  have  been  more  than 
ree  times  as  large  as  all  the  issues  made  in  that  quarter,  and,  indeed, 
have  exceeded,  by  near  two  millions,  all  the  issues  made  at  any  time 
tder  that  act. 

It  has,  however,  in  point  of  fact,  happened  that  the  notes  proved  so 
nvenient  to  the  community  in  making  large  payments  and  aistant  re- 
ttances,  not  only  during  the  first  suspension  of  specie  payments,  but 
len  the  second  one  approached,  that  the  aggregate  of  more  than  a  mil- 
n,  and  chiefly  those  bearing  a  rate  of  interest  less  than  six  per  cent, 
mgh  due  before  the  1st  of  July,  1839,  were  not  by  that  day  presented 
*  redemption  and  the  money  demanded,  which  the  department  was 
liged  to  keep  in  readiness  to  meet  them.  Over  half  a  million  of  those 
lich  had  fallen  due  before  the  1st  of  October  also  remained  out  at  that 
te,  and  nearly  one  quarter  of  a  million  of  that  description  are  out  at 
3  present  moment. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  observed,  in  the  correspondence  generally, 
se  letters  I  13,  R2,F  6,)  that  the  department  always  declined  to  issue 
tes  in  exchange,  till  a  certificate  of  a  special  deposite  of  the  money  to 
3  credit  of  the  Treasurer  was  made  ana  forwarded  ;  (see  letters  I  a,  4, 
7 ;  E  2,  4, 10  ;)  and  that  it  declined  either  to  employ  agents,  or  nay 
mmissions  for  making  exchanges  of  notes,  or  to  deliver  them,  either 
ider  par  or  for  any  currency  except  specie  and  its  equivalent 

Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

President  qf  the  Senate. 
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List  of  documents  appended  to  the  report  ofthe  Secretary  of  the  Treamft 

explaining  the  issues  of  Treasury  notes. 

Statement  showing  the  names  of  banks  wherein  cash  has  been  specofa 
deposited  in  exchange  for  Treasury  notes,  and  the  names  of  the  iai- 
viaualB  to  whom  such  notes  were  issued,  with  the  rate  of  interest :  mi- 
edA. 

Statement  of  amounts  of  public  money  specially  deposited  in  those  tail 
at  the  time  of  such  exchanges,  and  afterwards,  and  of  the  monthly  amoaft 
ofthe  Treasurer's  drafts  upon  them :  marked  B. 

Statement  ofthe  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  the  rate  of  interest  th» 
on  under  each  act  of  Congress ;  showing,  also,  the  redemption  rf  it 
same  during  each  quarter,  from  October,  1  §37,  to  1840 :  marked  C. 

Statement  of  Treasury  notes  issued  in  payment  of  warrants,  and  as- 
change  for  cash,  with  the  rates  of  interest  borne  by  each  respectii%: 
marked  D. 

Correspondence  with  John  Barney,  of  Baltimore,  on  the  exchange  i 
Treasury  notes  for  cash :  E  1  to  11. 

Correspondence  with  J.  D.  Beers  and  A.  Belmont,  of  New  York,  oatf 
exchange  of  Treasury  notes  for  cash  :  F  1  to  6. 

Correspondence  with  W.  C.  Dawson  on  the  exchange  of  Tieuy 
notes  :  G  1  to  5. 

Correspondence  with  Abbott  Lawrence,  of  Boston,  on  the  exchanged 
Treasury  notes  for  cash :  H  1  to  11. 

Correspondence  with  Prime,  Ward,  &  King,  of  New  York,  on  the*- 
change  of  Treasury  notes  for  cash  :  1 1  to  19. 

Correspondence  with  various  other  persons  on  the  same  subject:  II 
to  14. 

Correspondence  with  the  Bank  of  America,  New  York,  on  the  m 
subject :  L  1  to  46. 

Correspondence  with  the  Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouth,  NewI&Q» 
shire,  on  the  same  subject :  M  1  to  3. 

Correspondence  with  the  Franklin  Bank,  Baltimore,  on  the  same^ 
ject:  N  1  to  5. 

Correspondence  with  the  Phoenix  Bank,  Hartford,  Connecticut,  oi It 
aame  subject :  O  1  to  6. 

Correspondence  with  the  Piscataqua  Bank,  Portsmouth,  New  E*+ 
shire,  on  the  same  subject :  P  1  to  4 

Correspondence  with  the  Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  on  tht 
subject;  Q,  1  to  8. 

Correspondence  with  the  Merchants'  Bank,  Boston,  on  the  same 
ject:  Rl  to  10. 

Correspondence  with  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  on  the 
subject :  S  1  to  6. 
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temeni  of  Treasury  notes  issued  "  in  exchange  for  specie"  deposited  in 
undry  banks  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  &tates9  with 
he  names  of  the  individuals  to  whom  issued,  and  the  rate  of  interest. 


i    of 


30 


28 


38. 


S3 

7 


\  16 
il    5 

18 

r     8 

29 

B    11 

19 

*  3 
3 
5 
6 
7 
30 


m 

r    15 
16 


15 


138. 


16 


Where  deposited. 


Bank  of  the  Metropolis, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 


do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 


Union  Bank  of  Louis- 
iana, New  Orleans. 


In  whose  name  issued. 


F.  E.  Rives 

John  Miller 

W.  W.  Corcoran 
J.  F.  H.  Claiborne 
W.  C.  Dawson   - 

Charles  J.  Nourse 
W.  W.  Corcoran 
Charles  J.  Nourse 

James  Riordan  - 
Isaac  G.  Hutton 

Charles  J.  Nourse 
Do. 

James  Riordan  - 

Do. 
W.  W.  Corcoran 
Charles  J.  Nourse 
W.  W.  Corcoran 
W.S.  Nicholls  - 
F.  8.  Lyon 

W.  W.  Corcoran 

Simeon  North    - 
James  Riordan  • 
H.  Jackson,  for  W.  Grin- 
dage. 

W.  W.  Corcoran 
Do. 

Do. 


J.  Cowperthwait  for  Uni- 
ted States  Bank. 


Si  a 

3  8 


6 
6 
5 

6 
6 
6 

6 
6 

6 
6 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

6 

6 
6 
6 

6 
6 


Amount 
deposited. 


§950  00 
1,300  00 


6,000  00 
500  00 


3,000  00 
300  00 


1,000  00 
4,000  00 


3,000  00 
600  00 
1,500  00 
363  36 
3,000  00 
1,500  00 
3,000  00 


390  08 
1,300  00 
1,413  00 

50,000  00 
30,000  00 


Monthly 
aggregate. 


•800  90 
1,000  00 
6,000  00 


3,150  00 
1,750  00 


6,500  00 
9,300  00 
6,000  00 


9,863  36 
10,000  00 


79,903  08 
10,000  00 


136,866  44 


100,000  00 
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Date  of 

issue. 

Where  deposited. 

In  whose  name  issued. 

II 

I« 

Amount 
deposited. 

M« 

1897. 
Dee.    16 

16 

1838. 
Jen.      9 
April  S3 
June    18 

18 

39 

1839. 

Mm.     6 

1838. 

Jen.    36 

April  95 

May    19 

93 

Manhattan    Company, 
New  York. 
Do.             do. 

Do.             do. 
Do.             do. 
Do.             do. 

Do.             do. 
Do.             do. 

Do.              do. 

Bank  of  America,  New 

York. 

Do.             do. 

Do.             do. 

Do.             do. 

Do.             do. 
Do.             do. 
Do.             do. 
Do.             do. 
Do.             do. 
Do.             do. 
Do.               do. 
Do.               do. 

Do.               do. 

Do.               do. 

Do.               do. 
Do.             do. 

Do.             do. 
Do.             do. 

Do.               do. 

David  8.  Lyon   • 

Arthnr  Stewart  - 

George  C.  Read 
Jobn  Barorv  A  Son 
Thomsj   Chapman,   by 
Prim*.  Ward,  ft  King. 

llnVrlWi,.!.       - 

John  C.  While  • 

Robert  White,  cashier   - 

I>a»id8.  Lyon  . 

Prime,  Ward,  A  King  - 
D.  Thompson,  cashier  - 
Do. 

Aiienst  Belmont 
D.  Thompson,  cashier  - 
Prime  Ward,  *  King  - 
John  Barney  4  Son 
D.  Thompson,  cashier  - 
Prime,  Ward,  &  King  - 
William  Ganton 
Do. 

W.  G.  Williams  - 
Prime,  Ward,  ft  King  - 

August  Belmont 
Prime,  Ward,  ft  King  • 

D.  Thompson,  cashier  - 
Do. 
Do. 

6 

6 

6 
6 
0 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 
6 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

6 
6 

6 

E 

6 
« 

6 

•500  00 
6,700  00 

1.W 

mi 

50,000  00 

300,000  00 

300,000  00 

50,000  00 
500,000  00 

Jtine     1 
9 
2 
20 
21 
31 
99 
23 

150,000  00 
300,000  00 
1,000,000  00 
1,385  00 
850,000  00 
850,000  00 
150,000  00 
43,389  84 

Jnlj     7 
93 

9,000  00 
100,000  00 

m 

m 

nu 

m 

i,llM 

Aug.     1 

4 

100,000  00 
900,000  00 

Mar.    13 
May    17 
June    19 

11 
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31 
11 
91 
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I 
10 

• 

6 

9 

95 

8 
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Where  deposited. 


Merchants'  Bank,  Bos- 
ton. 


Do. 
Do. 


do. 
do. 


Franklin  Bank,  Balti- 
more. 
Da  do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Mechanics  &  Farmers' 
Bank,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


Do. 


do. 


Piacataqua  B'k,  Ports- 
month,  N.  H. 
Do.  do. 


Do. 


do. 


Commercial      Bank, 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Bank     of    Virginia, 
Richmond,  Virginia 


In  whose  name  issued. 


Abbott  Lawrence 


F.  Haven 
Abbott  Lawrence 


if 


John  Barney 

Do. 

James  Howard  - 
W.W.Corcoran 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


A.  C.  Flagg 


T.  W.  OlcoU,  president 


Samuel  Lord 
Do. 
Do. 


G.  Melcher,  jr.,  cashier 


A.  Robinson,  jr.,  cashier 


6 
6 


Amount 
deposited. 


6 
6 
6 
6 
6 


6 
6 
6 


6 
6 


$900,00000 
100,000  00 


6,400  00 
3,485  00 


20,000  00 
90,000  00 
50,000  00 


30,000  00 
95,000  00 


Monthly 
aggregate. 


•100,000  00 


300,000  00 


400,000  00 


9,885  00 
50,000  00 
30,000  00 


90,000  00 


179,885  00 


4,000  00 


150,000  00 


164,000  00 


55,000  00 
90,000  00 


75,000  00 


90,000  00 


50,000  00 


ieasurer's  Office, 
Washington,  May  9,  1840. 


WILLIAM  SELDEN, 
Treasurer  United  States. 


[*«] 


IB 

B. 


Statement  shotting  the  "balance  at  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of the  I 
States,"  in  sundry  banks  wherein  special  deposites  of  specie  were 
in  exchange  for  Treasury  notes, "  commencing  with  the  date  of  ll 
deposits  ;"  aho,  a  monthly  aggregate  amount  of  "  deposites  in  esc 
for  Treasury  notes  ;"  as  also  a  monthly  aggregate  of "  all other  dept 
in  said  banks,  together  with  a  monthly  aggregate  of  "  drafts  i 
against  said  special  deposites,"  continued  until  the  accounts  n 
banks  were  closed,  or  to  the  3\st  of  March,  1810. 

COMMERCIAL  BANK,  PORTSMOUTH,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


Jlfi 

tftg 

sill 

B 

ill 

Us 

-.si 

fi; 
P 

1839. 

March         8 

8'20,000  00 

920,000  0 

Wiiv 

July 

830  00 

30  00 

;-..'|ii.tjii  -it- 

90  00 

October 

November 

1,173  4ff 

1,172  46 

i, 

December 

- 

- 

1H0  02 

180  02 

1840. 

January 

February 

1,143  00 

1,142  00 

- 

" 

" 

" 

U 

30,000  00 

2,544  48 

33,544  48 

a 

UNION  BANC  OF  LOUISIANA,  NEW  ORLEANS. 


Julj 
Asgust 


13 
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PISCATAftUA  BANK,  PORTSMODTH,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


i 

fill 

IP. 

II 

III 
a" 

%4 

lis 
111 

Hi 
Hi 

ilia 

8 

155,000  00 

*55,O0OOO 

813,687  43 

6,070  06 

34,675  m 

20,000  00 

30,000  00 

4,650  96 

3,711  39 

' 

- 

~ 

■ 

" 

91,858  69 

100  00 

- 

* 

- 

" 

1,835  57 

75,00000 

75,000  00 

75,000  00 

MERCHANTS'  BANK,  BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


ran 

•3,339  66 

8100,000  00 

•60  00 

9103,393  56 

•366  66 

16,466  91 

16,456  91 

SM»« 

1 

" 

* 

1,709  70 

1,709  70 

8,773  16 

7,989  81 

7,989  81 

4,818  68 

90,805  68 

90,806  58 

108,364  34 

300,000  00 

150,644  10 

450,644  10 

190,377  86 

39,873  83 

39,873  83 

163,601  06 

141,650  66 

13,015  96 

13,015  96 

63,706  43 

11,390  38 

11,390  38 

33,303  49 

4,387  93 

4,387  93 

468  90 

104,430  97 

104,430  97 

37,340  99 

33,957  19 

33,957  19 

79,669  63 

109,657  78 

109,657  78 

3,968  64 

i 

* 

- 

141,606  00 

141,606  00 

K 

3,467  63 

3,467  63 

168,300  40 

133,437  83 

133,437  83 

76,789  89 

* 

" 

85,273  98 

85,373  98 

66,979  39 

3,33156 

400,000  00 

965,674  63 

1,368,907  09 

1,887,803  99 

[««] 
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MANHATTAN  COMPANY,  NEW  YOBS. 

ft 

III 

llli 

Ill 

Kli 

,=35' 

lis! 

I 

■a    s 

a 

1837. 

December  16 
1838. 

- 

«7,200  00 

- 

87,200  00 

»,ai 

1,400  00 

$3,130  00 

4,530  M 

umJ 

February 

10,019  00 

10,019  00 

March 

50,020  00 

50,020  00 

Ha; 

June 

- 

1,200  00 

15  00 

1,215  00 

«.'■!  j 

550,000  00 

137,481  54 

687,484  54 

i":,ni  I 

Jnly 

153,801  69 

152,801  69 

lA.aaT 

August 

4,997  42 

4,997  42 

391*1  § 

September 

778  89 

778  89 

October 

110  00 

110  00 

November 

13,331  87 

12,331  87 

December 

1,395  52 

1,395  53 

1839. 

January 

5,105  00 

5,105  00 

February 

3,050  00 

3,050  00 

1,000,000  00 

74,985  86 

1,074,985  86 

Hay 

43,303  08 

43,302  08 

50,575  00 

50,575  00 

£0,426  36 

60,436  26 

Joiy 

80  00 

80  00 

1,548  33 

1,548  22 

-September 

100,071  37 

100,071  37 

October 

180,572  50 

180,573  60 

November 

1,638  15 

1,638  15 

December 
1840. 
January 

- 

- 

231,070  00 

331,070  00 

»!»!  j 

33,963  04 

33,963  04 

JIJ.Ji*| 

February 

90  00 

90  00 

March 

- 

" 

43  60 

43  60 

"'**l 

1,559,800  00 

1,149,505  01 

2,709,305  01 

e,:.*.:-;  u 

Id 

B — Continued. 
BANK  OF  AMERICA,  NEW  YORK. 


[««: 


t 

8 

i 

■  iff 

2  Si" 

|U 

Sill 

II 
pi 

III 

If 

hi 

91 1 

ill 

ipse! 
"!rg. 

fill 

n 

s 

1 

P 

s 

'  26 

887,810  63 

«750  00 

898,560  63 

83,300  0 

860,671  99 

60,671  92 

55,489  3 

228,880  42 

228,880  43 

385,320  8 

100,000  00 

1,518  15 

101,518  15 

25,779  6 

550,000  00 

12,589  30 

563,589  30 

205,519  9 

2,144,607  84 

15,587  17 

3,160,205  01 

1,584,557  4 

103,000  00 

100,960  00 

203,960  00 

767,568  0 

300,000  00 

17,342  80 

317,342  80 

343,380  3 

4,133  04 

4,133  04 

177,831  0 

60  00 

60  00 

1,932  5 

551,929  00 

551,929  00 

511,590  2 

* 

- 

- 

220,545  00 

220,545  OS 

78,910  0 

5,960  63 

5,960  63 

65,333  7 

647,943  15 

647,943  15 

473,636  9 

471,015  00 

302,508  50 

773,523  50 

889,710  5 

476,553  58 

476,553  58 

98,297  0 

1,250,000  00 

581,867  SO 

1,831,867  80 

1,460,900  3 

195,000  00 

1,113,717  21 

1,309,717  21 

1,064,077  4 

355,568  00 

355,568  00 

455,719  7 

717,927  53 

717,927  53 

465,831  8 

150,915  63 

150,915  63 

310,997  9 

400,170  00 

400,170  00 

940,361  6 

358,816  00 

358,816  00 

324,665  4 

r 

- 

- 

176,778  40 

176,778  40 

614,646  G 

_ 

314,  BM  45 

914,893  45 

699,836  S 

500,803  26 

500,803  26 

476,958  8 

" 

" 

445,969  91 

445,953  91 

786,179  2 

87,810  63 

5,113,372  84 

7,673,001  85 

13,874,185  33 

13,376,331  7 

[«•]  16 
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FRANKLIN  BANK  OF  BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND. 


lilt 

Ell 
fill 

II 

Si, 

Jlj 

1 

1838. 

April         13 
Mar 

«1  S3 

89,885  00 

8213  67 

*10,OW  90 

i 

15,000  00 

15,000  00 

■u 

12,0il  00 

13,031  00 

II 

Jul? 

10,000  00 

10,000  00 

111 

Angus 

4,365  69 

4,365  59 

a 

September 

1,706  00 

1,766  00 

October 

i 

November 

400  59 

400  69 

J 

1839'. 

- 

- 

1,567  19 

1,567  19 

_ 

_ 

90,018  85 

30,018  85 

H 

February 

1,534  68 

1,534  69 

J 

March 

50,000  00 

67,311  39 

117,311  39 

April 
Mar 

891  65 

891  65 

a.' 

30,000  00 

1,609  25 

31,609  25 

June 

90,000  00 

300,030  00 

390,030  00 

IM 

July 

™? 

350  00 

350  00 

* 

September 

61,694  30 

61,694  SO 

>t 

8,964  88 

8,964  88 

at 

November 

December 
1840. 
January 

- 

- 

51,683  65 

51,683  65 

W 

19,140  00 

19,140  00 

Febmary 

50  00 

50  00 

March 

" 

" 

318  00 

318  00 

1  S3 

179,885  00 

578,720  59 

758,615  89 

Wj 

1» 


t««l 


BANK  OP  THE  METROPOLIS,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


4 

g 

1  Suns 

1 IJ 

Ihi 

ffgji 

I!. 

28 

11 

Km 

1 

rtll 

111 

f  jiS 

flB 

\m 

1* 

Jill 

'  19 

830,063  51 

91,500  00 

81,118  92 

$23,G8S  43 

•105  43 

1,983  13 

1,963  12 

40  00 

m 

- 

- 

13,496  60 

13,496  60 

3,930  71 

5,000  00 

3,600  16 

7,600  16 

3,630  00 

T 

a,  150  oo 

14,339  37 

16,379  37 

478  IS 

1,750  00 

4,390  53 

6,040  53 

580  m 

6,500  00 

3,130  93 

9,630  93 

44,464  a 

3,000  00 

5,363  76 

7,563  76 

14,378  56 

5,000  00 

3,881  94 

8,881  94 

14,904  85 

9,863  36 

3,830  14 

13,683  50 

9,849  89 

10,000  00 

39,763  43 

49,763  43 

18,906  66 

3,534  30 

3,534  30 

88,034  90 

16,031  49 

16,021  49 

13,835  39 

7,328  20 

7,238  30 

l.To*  m 

LI 

- 

- 

150,809  06 

150,809  06 

94,573  93 

_ 

_ 

63,471  91 

62,471  91 

125,309  IP 

81,401  19 

81,481  19 

17,340  « 

57,801  78 

57,801  78 

177,869  88 

99,078  60 

99,078  60 

111,816  49 

72,903  08 

33,531  39 

106,434  37 

68,385  67 

10,000  00 

51,984  98 

61,981  98 

53,084  11 

43,603  05 

42,603  05 

69,191  93 

4,353  06 

4,353  06 

13,062  53 

14,363  05 

14,383  05 

5,562  26 

19,176  31 

19,178  31 

11,893  55 

8,093  37 

8,093  37 

9,893  98 

« 

- 

- 

S,344  93 

3,344  93 

6,314  51 

5,639  70 

5,639  70 

13,558  66 

r 

11,435  07 

11,435  07 

14,116  31 

- 

" 

3,300  70 

3,300  70 

8,649  41 

30,063  51 

136,866  44 

768,841  83 

915,771  78 

911,940  98 

[47«] 
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MECHANICS  AND  FARMERS' 

BANK,  ALBANY,  NEW  YORK. 
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t  VIRGINIA, 

RICHMOND, 

VIRGINIA. 

1839. 
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16  06 
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47  93 
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C47*j 


niy  estimated  and  ascertained,  of  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes} 
ing  the  amount  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  account  ofpubtk  dues. 

juarter  of  1837  - 

arterofl838 

quarter  of  1838  -  - 

tiarter  of  1838  ..... 

juarter  of  1838  -  -  -  ... 

arterofl839  ..... 

quarter  of  1839  ..... 

aarterofl839  ..... 

quarter  of  1839  ..... 


$786,520  87 
2,713,479  13 
3,070,000  00 
1,043,350  00 

752,510  60 
1,834,442  40 
3,908,240  44 
1,751,158  96 

949,049  29 


c  a 


treasury  notes  issued  and  redeemed  before  January  1, 1840. 


October  13, 1837:  first 
emission. 

May  81, 1838 :  sec- 
ond emission. 

March  9, 1839 ;  third 
enisaion. 

id- 

$10,000,000  00 
9,801,487  44 

$5,709,810  01 
5,505,899  40 

$3,857,276  21 
1,501,364  08 

lingJanua- 
[840 

198,512  56 

• 

203,910  61 

2,355,912  13 

C  4. 
easury  notes  issued  and  redeemed  before  February  26, 1840. 


October,  1837. 

May,  1838. 

March,  1839. 

id- 

$10,000,000 00 
9,830,426  07 

$5,709,810  01 
5,534,299  40 

$3,857,276  21 
2,035,129  08 

ling  Febru- 
,1840 

169,573  93 

175,510  61 

1,822,147  13 

[  47*  J  «» 

RECAPITULATION. 

First  emission    %  -           -           -           -           -           -  $169,5' 

Second  emission    ------  175$ 

Third  emission      ------  1,822,1 

Outstanding  February  26, 1840    -            -            -            -  2,167,2 

Outstanding  February  1, 1840                              -  2,208,8 

Redeemed  in  February,  1840                   -           -           -  41J0E 


D. 

Statement  of  Treasury  notes  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  adi 
12th  of  October,  1837,  and  subsequent  acts,  in  payment  of  public  I 
Hies ,  and  on  certificates  of  deposit e,  viz: 

Under  act  of  the  12th  of  October,  1837. 

At  1  per  ct.  int — in  payment  of  warrants,  $1,755,881  96 

2        do.                          do.  2,783,344  73 

6        do.                           do.  4,279,073  72 

6        do.                           do.  992,364  59 


2        do.         on  certificates  of  deposite,         1,500  00 

5  do.  do.  1,200  00 

6  do.  do.  186,635  00 


$9,810,0 


189,2 


10,000/1 


Under  act  of  the  21st  of  May,  1838. 

At  6  per  ct.  int. — in  payment  of  warrants,    $1,809,138  81 
6        do.         on  certificates  of  deposite,  3,900,671  20 

5,709,9 

Under  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1839. 

At  2  per  ct.  int. — in  payment  of  warrants,        $13,000  00 
6        do.  do.  155,358  13 

168,358  13 
6        do.         on  certificates  of  deposite,  3,688,918  08 

3^ 

Aggregate  ....    19,567,0 


S3  [  47«  ] 

RECAPITULATION. 

der  the  several  acts — in  payment  of  warrants,    $11,788,161  94 
do.  on  certificates  of  deposite,      7,778,924  28 

19,567,086  22 

WM.  SELDEN, 
Treasurer  of  tfie  United  States. 
trek's  Office,  March  24, 1840. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

E  1. 

New  York,  March  14,  1838. 

have  the  honor  respectfully  to  state,  that  I  feel  sanguine  of  ob* 
scie  for  Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  pro- 
per centage  can  be  allowed  for  the  labor  of  counting,  delivering, 
i,  I  should  suppose,  would  be  a  fair  charge,  not  in  the  shape  of 
)ut  as  charges  incidental  to  the  transaction, 
can,  consistently  with  your  construction  of  the  law,  authorize 
1  be  gratified  in  procuring  such  amount  as  may  be  required. 

Very  respectfully.  &c, 

JOHN  BARNEY, 
svi  Woodbury. 


E  2. 

Treasury  Department,  March  16,  1838. 

have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  inst. 
surer  will  issue  Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
i  receiving  certificates  of  deposite  to  the  extent  of  $100,000,  in 
e  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  showing  that  the  amounts 
to  his  special  credit  in  the  Manhattan  Bank  at  the  former  place, 
doyamensing  Bank  at  the  latter.  Interest  will  commence  from 
f  the  certificate.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  (department  to 
allowance  to  an  individual  for  his  trouble  in  making  such  de- 
rou  suggest,  beyond  the  interest  he  will  enjoy  under  the  provisions 
• 
r,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
arnry,  Esq., 
Now  at  New  York. 


E  3. 

New  York,  March  28, 1838. 

3r  want  of  some  small  allowance  beyond  par,  I  cannot  succeed 
ig  here  specie  for  six  per  cent  notes. 
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I  have,  however,  ten  thousand  dollars  in  Baltimore,  ready  to  be  deliver 
at  any  bank  you  may  designate. 

Be  pleased  to  transmit  the  notes  in  sums  of  $500  or  $1,000,  to  Baltinxa, 
where  the  exchange  will  be  made  ;  or,  if  you  will  not  receive  it  in  M. 
more,  I  must  transport  it  to  Philadelphia. 

Be  pleased  to  address  me  in  duplicate — one  to  Baltimore,  one  to  N* 
York ;  and  your  commands  shall  be  obeyed  immediately.  My  son  aefefe 
me  in  Baltimore. 

If  you  will  issue  mill  notes,  or  two  or  five  per  cents,  and  allow  aoj 
ference  between  them  and  those  bearing  six  per  cent.,  I  can  furonbja 
with  $200,000  in  specie  in  an  hour. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

JOHN  BARNET. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 


E  4 


Treasury  Department,  March  30, 18ft 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  ef  the  29th  it 

The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  has  instructions  to  issue  Tratff 
notes  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  upon  the  receipt  of  a  certifae 
of  the  special  deposite  of  specie  to  his  credit  in  certain  indicated  bvk 
The  certificate  of  the  cashier  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore,  stanf 
that  such  special  deposite  of  coin  has  been  there  made  to  the  amount  W 
$10,000  you  mention,  will  doubtless  be  sufficient,  and  will  relieve  p 
from  the  trouble  of  going  to  Philadelphia  with  it  The  notes  will  beM 
by  the  Treasurer  in  such  denominations  as  you  may  wish.  Under ll 
present  law,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  department  to  grant  more  fat- 
able  terms  to  those  who  wish  to  exchange  specie  for  Treasury  notes,  ta 
to  issue  the  latter  at  the  highest  rate  of  interest  authorized. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treat*} 

John  Barney,  Esq., 

Baltimore,  Maryland. 


I 


E  5. 

New  York,  April  5,  lift 

Sir  :  If  the  Treasury  Department  desires  me  to  complete  the  oris 
$100,000  in  specie,  in  exchange  for  Treasury  notes,  1  am  now  prepmfl 
do  so. 

1  feel  persuaded  that  the  proposal  I  was  authorized  to  make,  in 
the  United  States  Bank  advancing  the  two  millions  due  in 
be  carried  out,  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  department  to  authorize  it 

1  have  the  honor,  <fec, 

JOHN  BARNET. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 

[No  answer  appears  to  tax*  been  made  to  this  letter.] 
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E6. 

New  York,  April  6, 1838. 

energy  of  ray  mind  has  been  concentrated  to  produce  a  re- 
o  a  resumption  of  specie  payments,  on  terms  which  will  as- 
sy and  prosperity. 

rou  the  result  of  my  consultations  with  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr. 
.11  the  prominent  financiers  of  New  York ;  as,  also,  $Ir.  Bel- 
t  of  Rothschild. 

/before  Congress  proposes  the  issue  often  millions  Treasury 
in  twelve,  eighteen,  and  twenty-four  months.  Retain  the 
to  meet  the  demands  on  the  Treasury,  remit  to  Europe  five 
and  eighteen  months'  notes,  and  I  guaranty  in  three  months 
ital  amount  in  specie ;  and  will  obtain  it  from  the  vaults  of 
igland  itself,  if  necessary,  by  demonstrating  to  her  directors 
is  specie  thrown  into  this  country,  from  her  superabundant 
create  a  market  for  twenty  millions  of  her  manufactures, 
pree  to  import  an  additional  five  million  dollars  from  France, 
igation  from  the  Treasury  Department  to  pay  me,  on  its  de- 
country,  the  exchange,  freight,  insurance,  <fcc.  At  present 
e  obtained  at  one 'per  cent,  gain — say  $100  for  $99. 
j  to  prevent  the  whole  ten  millions  being  brought  into  market 
all  the  floating  capital,  and  increase  the  distress, 
could  be  assured  that  the  Government  would  import  specie, 
ng  to  drain  their  vaults,  I  pledge  myself  for  a  resumption  of 
th  of  Georgia. 

ited  States  Bank  will  be  compelled  to  follow  suit.    I  will  be 
Dnday,  to  give  and  receive  any  further  elucidation  you  may 
ct  worthy  of. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BARNEY. 

RTOODBURY. 


E7. 

Washington,  April  10, 1838. 

an  impression  that  the  law  regulating  the  Mint  authorizes 
i,  at  all  times,  the  sum  of  one  million  dollars  for  coinage,  I 
tish  you  with  this  (a  lesser  or  greater  sum)  on  the  following 
imported  and  delivered  within  sixty  to  ninety  days ;  you  stip- 
(or  the  same  in  sterling  bills,  on  delivery,  allowing  the  usual 
ce,  interest,  and  commission. 

it  rate  of  exchange  on  England,  in  New  York,  (say  4}  per 
)  1  could  deliver  one  hundred  dollars  in  coin  for  less  than 
lollars  in  New  York  safety -fund  bank  notes — the  variation 
11,  of  course,  influence  the  cost  on  delivery ;  but  if  the  Treas- 
it  prefer  to  furnish  bills  of  exchange  now,  1  will  contract  to 
ndred  dollars  in  specie  for  ninety-nine  dollars  in  New  York 

ng  known  that  the  Government  have  decided  to  import  spe- 
lt, in  preference  to  exhausting  the  stock  now  in  the  counta^ 
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will  inspire  confidence,  and  materially  aid  the  banks  in  a  | 
specie  payment. 

The  favor  of  an  answer,  directed  to  Gadsby's  hotej,  is 
licited. 

Very  respectfully,  1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obediei 

joh: 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  Washington. 


E8. 


Treasury  Depai 

A 

Sir  :  Your  letters  of  the  6th  and  10th  instant  are  befoi 
tion  to  the  inquiries  presented  in  the  first  one,  I  perceive 
procuring  a  proper  amount  of  specie  abroad,  upon  Treasu 
under  the  new  bill  before  Congress,  should  it  soon  pass ;  j 
doing  it  can,  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  be  settled  in  suet: 
prove  safe  and  economical  to  the  public. 

That  course  might  be  useful,  and  therefore  desirable,  so 

serve  to  prevent  some  temporary  withdrawal  of  specie  fro 

their  depositors,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Treasury  no 

try.     But  as  the  amount  which  would  probably  be  withdra 

pose  would  be  small  at  any  one  time,  would  be  immedia 

the  course  of  disbursement,  and,  if  not  drawn  for  such  inv 

,  ,  probably  be  required  for  some  other  purpose,  I  do  not  c< 

;!  banks  have  any  reason  to  cherish  apprehensions  of  any  i 

j    ',  j  veniences  in  sustaining  specie  payments,  likely  to  be  caus< 

of  the  Treasury  Department. 

This  department  does  not,  and  cannot,  seek  to  "drain  t 
banks,"  or  to  hoard  specie ;  but,  during  the  present  year,  a 
1  next,  must  immediately  pay  out,  and  put  into  circulation, 

I    1  ;  will  receive. 

In  respect  to  your  second  inquiry,  I  would  remark,  i 
placed  in  the  Mint  to  procure  metal  for  coining,  and  to  mc 
depositees  of  bullion,  is,  by  the  existing  laws,  transferred  tl 
already  in  the  Treasury,  under  orders  of  the  President  of  th 

Neither  the  President,  nor  this  department,  possesses  any 
to  borrow  money  for  these  purposes.    If  any  contract  be  i 
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E  9. 

Baltimore,  April  15, 1838. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  youf  favor  of  April 
nd  so  soon  as  the  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  the  contemplated  ten 
t  of  Treasury  notes  shall  become  a  law,  I  will  be  prepared  to  renew 
xtsals  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

e  mean  time,  I  shall  continue  to  deposite  specie,  as  instructed  by 
tters  of  March  16th  and  30th,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thou- 
liars,  and  transmit  certificates  as  usual  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
es. 
respectfully,  I  have  the  hopor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BARNEY. 
Levi  Woodbury. 


E  10. 


Treasury  Department,  April  17,  1838. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
rning. 

money  which  you  or  others  may  loan  to  the  United  States  oq  6  per 
reasnry  notes,  in  the  mode  pointed  out  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  ulti- 
1  not,  of  course,  he  understood  to  be  raised  under  any  special  instruc- 
om  this  department ;  the  exchange  of  specie  for  Treasury  notes 
manner  having  been  authorized  by  general  instructions,  immediate- 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  October  last,  as  intimated  in  that  letter, 
money  being  wanted  for  immediate  use,  it  is  desirable,  as  soon 
all  be  deposited  by  any  individual  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  as 
jte  pointed  out,  that  notice  be  given  without  delay,  in  order  that 
nay  forthwith  be  placed  upon  it,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
service. 
,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
*  Barney,  Esq.,  Baltimore. 


E  11. 


New  York,  May  19, 183a 

I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  state,  that,  in  pursuance  of  your 
f  the  16th  March  last,  I  have  this  day  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the 
trer  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Bank  of  America,  New  York,  fifty 
ad  dollars,  for  which  he  will  be  pleased  to  issue  Treasury  notes  bear- 
interest  of  six  per  cent. 

ire  been  prevented  making  any  deposites  lately,  under  an  impression 
b  amount  authorized  by  law  was  nearly  exhausted ;  but  as  the  act 
jrress  will  probably  become  a  law  this  day,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to 
lat  there  is  constant  demand  for  six  per  cent  Treasury  notes  in  ex.- 
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change  for  specie,  at  par ;  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  execute  your  01 
any  desirable  amount. 

In  compliance  with  what  I  believe  to  be  your  wishes,  I  have  fbrbc 
every  instance,  to  make  any  demand  upon  any  bank  or  moneyed  ins) 
for  specie,  but  have  received  it  from  parties  holding  it  in  their  own  r 

,  Yery  respectfully,  <fca, 

JOHN  BARN 
Levi  Woodbury,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
» 
[Note. — No  answer  was  made  to  this  letter,  which  was  referrec 

Treasurer,  with  direction  to  issue  the  Treasury  notes  whenever  the 
cate  of  deposite  should  reach  the  department] 


F  1. 


Treasury  Department, 

February  9,  If 

Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  offering  for  sale  State  stock 
been  received. 

I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  inform  you  of  any  opportunity  for  i 
your  stocks  at  present 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 


J.  D.  Beers,  Esq.,  New  York. 


Secretary  of  the  Trmm 


P  2, 

New  York,  February  14,  U 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  The 
of  Messrs.  Rothschild  &  Sons  informed  me  that  if  our  Government « 
a  credit  on  them,  or  specie  remitted  to  this  country,  they  would  Nfl 
at  5  per  cent  interest,  returnable  in  six  or  twelve  months,  and  one  ptf 
commissions.  They  also  will  import  specie  for  our  banks  on  samel 
except  payment  on  arrival  of  the  specie  in  this  country.  A  number  i 
banks  will  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  increase  their  spa* 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  D.  bbb 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 


P3. 


Treasury  Department,  February  18,  U 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  suggestion  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  M 
stent,  I  have  to  state  that  this  department  will  be  happy  to  issue  Tri 
notes,  bearing  a  rate  of  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  and  payable  m  I 
months  from  the  date,  for  a  million  of  dollars  of  specie,  or  any  smaller 
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Messrs.  Rothschild  may  place  in  New  York  to  the  special-deposite 

le  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  the  Manhattan  Bank  or  the 

merica. 

ipectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 


sers,  Esq.,  New  York. 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


P  4. 


New  York,  February  24, 1838. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Belmont,  the  agent  of  Messrs.  Rothschild,  returned  yes- 
Fhe  agdht  can  open  credits  and  make  contracts,  but  he  does  not 
>  order  specie  on  the  terms  you  propose.  If  he  should  receive 
will  offer  it  to  you,  and  may  take  the  notes ;  but  this  will  depend 
:e  they  may  be  at,  and  rate  of  exchange.  Mr.  Belmont  asked  me 
it  you  would  agree  to  issue  the  notes  now  on  interest  at  six  per 
hold  them  until  the  specie  arrives,  thereby  giving  him  the  benefit 
which  would  cover  cost  of  insurance,  freight,  and  commissions, 
rill  be  in  Washington  in  about  ten  days,  he  will  call  and  see  you. 

*  I  am,  &c, 

J.  D.  BEERS. 
bvi  Woodbury. 

ge  on  England  61  to  7  to-day. 

nks  in  this  city  nave  ordered  considerable  specie  from  England 

e. 

—No  reply  was  made  to  this  letter.] 


F  5. 

New  York,  July  28, 1838. 

Iir:  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  21st  instant,  and  have  now  the 
F  communicating  to  you,  that,  supposing  it  would  meet  with  your 
iall  hand  over  to  the  Bank  of  America,  the  day  after  to-morrow, 
in  specie,  on  board  of  the  Havre  packet,  arrived  here  last  night, 
you  to  let  me  have  the  same  amount  in  six  per  cent  Treasury 

nade  the  arrangement  with  the  bank,  that,  in  case  this  proposition 
the  certificate  of  deposite  will  be  issued  from  Monday,  the  80th 
id  you  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  issue  the  Treasury  notes  from 
provided  the  whole  is  convenient  to  you. 
et  me  know,  at  an  early  opportunity,  whether  the  proposed  ar- 
:  can  be  effected,  in  order  that  the  bank  can  forward  to  you,  im- 
the  certificate  of  deposite. 

I  remain,  &c, 

AUGUST  BELMONT. 
bvi  Woodbury/ 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

-The  letter  of  the  21st  July  did  not  relate  to  Treasury  notes,  but 
ds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  offered  tp 


t 
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Secretary  9f 
August  Belmont,  Esq.,  New  York. 


G  1. 


House  of  Represen 
1  Febr 

Mr.  Dorsey:  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  of  going  to  t 
part  merit  and  presenting  the  two  Treasury  drafts  enclosed,  \ 
me  Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.  ? 
!  from  the  time  payment  was  demanded  at  Charleston. 

Very  respectfully, 
|  WM.  ( 


N.  B.  Set  Treasury  notes  in  $50*8. 


G  2. 


Treasury  Department,  Febrx 

Sir:  The  sergeontatarms  of  the  House  of  Represented 
to  this  department  two  drafts,  issued  by  the  Treasurer,  in  1 
monton,  on  the  Bank  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  for  $500,  whic 
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i  your  expressing  a  wish  that  Treasury  notes,  bearing  ah  interest  o* 
per  cent,  from  the  date  of  the  return  of  the  drafts  to  the  Treasury,  may 
sued  to  you,  they  will  be  immediately  issued  and  sent  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor,  <fcc, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
)0.  W.  C.  Dawson, 

House  of  Representatives. 


G  3. 


Treasury  Department,  February  22,  1838. 

r  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  enclo- 
three  discredited  drafts  upon  the  Bank  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  amounting 
1,200,  to  be  exchanged  for  Treasury  notes  bearing  five  per  cent,  in* 
L  They  have  been  referred  to  the  Treasurer,  with  directions  to  issue 
iptes  with  all  despatch,  and  send  them  to  you. 

1  am,  <fec, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
on.  W.  C.  Dawson, 

House  of  Representatives. 

iote. — The  letter  of  Mr.  Dawson,  referred  to  in  the  above,  enclosing 
wo  drafts  of  $500  each,  mentioned  in  the  former  letters,  with  another 
lar  draft  of  $200,  cannot  now  be  found  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  to 
th  it  appears  to  have  been  referred :  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  re- 
ed, with  some  explanatory  memorandum  thereon,  to  Mr.  Dawson.] 


G  4 


House  of.  Representatives,  February  24, 1838. 

ft:  You  will  oblige  me  by  directing  the  Treasury  notes  to  be  imme- 
ly  sent  me'  for  the  drafts  1  have  returned.  If  you  are  not  prepared  to 
ud  me  the  full  amount,  a  part  at  least. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  C.  DAWSON. 
>ii.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington  City. 


O  5. 


Treasury  Department,  February  24,'  1838. 

ft :  Your  letter  of  this  date  was  received  at  the  department  after  the 
itary  h*d  gone  to  dinner.    On  inquiring  at  the  Treasurer's  office,  I 
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BOSTON,  AU{ 

Sir  :  I  have  the  control  of  about  one  hundred  thousand 
should  be  glad  to  invest  in  Treasury  notes  of  the  longest  c 
them  here.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  inform  me  whe 
them  at  par,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.  ? 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

ABBOTT  1 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 


;J  H2. 


Treasury  Department,  Au 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
$100,000  in  exchange  for  six  per  cent.  Treasury  notes. 

This  department  is  not  borrowing  money  upon  Treat 
present  time.    Should  it  do  so  hereafter,  and  have  occasioi 
raised  at  Boston,  I  shall  be  happy  to  apprize  you. 
J  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  LEVI  W( 


Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence,  Boston. 


Secretary  of 


H  3. 


I  Septe 
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H  4. 

Boston,  September  7, 1838. 

'. :  I  have  your  favor  of  the  4th;  and  in  reply  beg  to  state  that,  in  con- 
ice  ef  having  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
28th  ultimo,  informing  me  "  that  the  Treasury  was  not  borrowing 
j  at  present  upon  Treasury  notes,"  I  invested  in  mortgages,  and  loaned 
cks,  the  amount  I  proposed  to  invest  in  Treasury  notes, 
main,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ABBOTT  LAWRENCE. 
in  Campbell,  Esq. 


H  5. 


Boston,  September  18, 1838. 

.:  Since  I  wrote  to  you,  I  have  received  one  hundred  thousand  dollar* 
rostment,  for  which  I  should  be  glad  to  obtain  Treasury  notes  of  the 
it  dates,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent.  You  will  oblige  me  by  fur* 
g  the  above  amount.  I  will  deposite  the  money  in  the  Merchants9 
and  send  to  you  a  certificate  of  the  same.  Your  reply  by  return  of 
rill  greatly  oblige,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ABBOTT  LAWRENCE. 
in  Campbell,  Esq. 


H  6. 

September  21, 1838. 

,:  Your  letter  of  18th  instant  has  been  submitted  to  the  acting  Secjrp- 

f  the  Treasury,  who  instructs  me  to  accept  your  proposition. 

i  will  therefore  please  deposite  the  amount  ($100,000)  in  the  Mer-  * 

i'  Bank  of  Boston,  as  a  special  deposite  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer 

United  States,  and  forward  a  certificate  of  the  deposite.    The  Treas- 

>tes  will  be  issued,  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  and  payable  twelve 

is  after  date,  which  will  correspond  with  the  date  of  the  deposite. 

lae  say  what  denominations  (we  issue  for  $1,000,  $600,  $100,  and 

fon  may  wish. 

y  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  RANDOLPH,  Chief  Clerk, 

For  Treasurer  United  States. 
bott  Lawrence,  Esq.,  Boston. 


H7. 

Boston,  February  18, 1839. 

i:  I  am  in  want  of  $200,000  of  Treasury  notes,  payable  in  twal' 
is,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent.   I  suppose  Congress  will  author! 
ijderafele  amount  before  the  end  of  the 
3 
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The  amount  I  will  deposite  in  New  York,  and  send  to  yon  a  ce 
on  the  1st  day  of  March,  or  $100,000  on  the  1st  and  the  other  $ 
on  the  15th  of  same  month.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  let  roe  kc 
return  of  mail,  if  convenient,  whether  I  can  obtain  the  above ;  andi 
I  could  increase  the  sum  to  JB300,000,  if  1  should  desire  it  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  regard,  your  obedient  serv 

ABBOTT  LAWRE? 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 


H  8. 


Treasury  Department,  February  22, 1 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  If 
stant,  proposing  to  exchange  $200,000  in  cash  for  six  per  cent  Tn 
notes.  Should  the  bill  now  before  Congress,  authorizing  this  departs 
continue  the  issue  of  the  notes  contemplated  by  the  act  of  the  21st  o 
last  become  a  law,  I  shall  be  happy  to  apprize  you  what  may  be  done 
its  provisions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBUR 


Abbott  Lawrence,  Esq., 

Boston,  Massachusetts. 


Secretary  of  the  Treat 


H  9. 


Boston,  February  26,  II 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of  the  22d  instant  W 
wrote  to  you,  it  was  under  the  expectation  that  you  would  have  t) 
thority  from  Congress  to  continue  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  und 
act  of  the  21st  of  May,  before  my  letter  could  reach  you.  It  seems 
mistaken  in  that  expectation,  and  I  write  now  to  say  that  I  wish  $8 
in  Treasury  notes  for  a  public  institution,  where  they  will  remain  tJ 
I  will  deposite  the  money  here,  and  will  thafik  you  for  a  cominunical 
early  as  convenient  after  the  action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  a 

ABBOTT  LAWREfl 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 


H  10. 


Treasury  Department,  March  4,  18 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26tbo 
Offering  to  exchange  $200,000  for  six  per  cent  Treasury  notes. 

This  department  has  decided  that  no  Treasury  notes  bearing  that  r 
interest  will  be  at  present  issued,  excepting  upon  the  express  sttpd 
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lay  be  redeemed,  one- half  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  August, 
er  half  during  the  month  of  October  next,  should  the  condition 
sury  at  those  periods  justify  the  redemption, 
blic  institution,  in  behalf  of  which  your  proposition  is  made,  is 
nter  into  such  a  stipulation,  I  shall  be  happy  to  exchange  a  por- 
sum  mentioned,  but  perhaps  not  the  whole  amount  at  this  time. 
1,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Lawrence,  Esq.,  Boston. 


Hli. 


Boston,  March  7,  1839. 

lave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
tant,  and  enclose  to  you  a  certificate  of  deposite  which  I  have 
»  Merchants7  Bank  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  which 
he  same  amount  in  Treasury  notes,  agreeably  to  your  proposal, 
•tes  to  be  made  payable  in  twelve  months,  with  interest  at  six  per 

the  express  stipulation  that  one  half  the  amount  may  be  re- 
or  after  the  first  day  of  August,  and  the  other  half  during  the 
October  next.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  one  hundred  thousand 
e,  provided  you  can  give  them  to  me  payable  in  twelve  months, 
it  at  six  per  cent.  Please  make  the  notes  payable  to  Joseph  Til- 
i  the  same  suras  as  those  received  from  you  in  September  last 

be  good  enough  to  acknowledge  this  by  return  of  mail,  and 
pour  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

ABBOTT  LAWRENCE, 
vi  Woodbury. 


Certificate. 

Merchants'  Bank, 

Boston,  March  7,  1839. 

of  Abbott  Lawrence,  Esq.,  by  the  hands  of  himself,  the  sum  of 
d  thousand  dollars,  on  special  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
es ;  for  which  I  have  given  duplicates. 

H.  ELDRIDGE,  Cashier. 


II. 

New  York,  April  17, 18S8. 

m  are  probably  atfare  an  arrangement  has  been  made  by  the 
Ingl&nd  for  transmitting  to  us  one  million  sterling  in  specie, 
sovereigns,)  with  a  view  to  aid  the  banks  in  a  resumption  of  spo- 
ts.   It  occurs  to  us  that  it  may  be  desirable  for  the  Government 


to  purchase  a  part  of  this  specie,  and  depftsite  it  with  the  New  York 
or  otherwise,  so  as  to  aid  in  the  general  object-  If  so,  we  shall  be 
near  from  you  on  the  subject,  stating  the  amouut  which  might  be  \ 
fusd  the  modes  of  payment  which  would  best  meet  your  views. 

We  are,  sir,  <fcc, 

PRIME,  WARD,  &  Kl 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretory  of  the  Treasury. 


12. 

Treasury  Department,  April  20, 1 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  this  morning,  < 
letter  of  the  17th  instant. 

Should  Congress  soon  authorize  either  the  reissue  of  the  Treasor 
which  have  been  returned,  or  a  new  emission,  for  the  purpose  of  i 
the  wants  of  the  public  service,  I  will  be  happy  to  communicate  w 
on  the  subject  of  your  letter. 

At  this  moment,  so  few  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorized  by  th< 
Congress  of  October  are  left,  that,  until  further  legislation  shall  tab 
they  are  hardly  of  sufficient  amount  to  justify  new  and  special  arranf 
as  to  loans  upon  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Tree 
Messrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King,  New  York. 


13. 

New  York,  April  21, 

Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  a  reply  from  you  to  our  letter  of  the  17th 
and' presuming  that  the  Government  will  be  desirous  to  have  theq 
save  time,  we  would  propose  to  furnish  a  million  of  dollars  cert 
perhaps  two  millions,  in  gold,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Government 
ninety  days,  in  sterling  exchange  at  5£  per  cent,  and  interest  at  th 
5  per  cent,  till  paid. 

It  will  be  in  our  way  to  purchase  or  furnish  the  exchange  at  th 
market  rate  for  undoubted  bills,  without  risk  to  the  Government 
above  rate  will  about  replace  the  funds  in  England,  with  a  commi 
one  per  cent. ;  and,  it  strikes  us,  may  be  the  most  convenient  and  h 
for  the  Government. 

We  are  distributing  the  specie  so  as  to  aid  the  banks,  and  have  a 
Bosk*  what  she  may  want,  on  the  same  terms  we  propose  to  you. 

We  nave  the  honor.  &c.. 

PRIME,  WARD,  A,  * 

Bon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  TYeasury,  Washington* 
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14. 

« 

Treasury  Department,  April  23, 1838. 

lemen  :  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 

ant,  offering  to  exchange  gold  for  sterling  exchange  at  certain  sp6- 

es. 

i  this  department  shall  be  empowered  by  law  to  adopt  the  mode 

by  you  for  borrowing  money,  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  accede 
propositions,  however  advantageous  they  may  be  deemed  for  the 
terest. 

lasting  laws  authorize  the  exchange  of  specie  for  Treasury  notes*, 
mount  of  the  latter  within  the  control  ot  this  department  is  at  this 
so  small  as  hardly  to  be  an  object  for  an  arrangement ;  but,  should 
uthority  be  given,  I  will  address  you  again  on  the  subject,  as  men- 

my  letter  of  the  20th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  ike  Treasury.    * 
i.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King,  New  York. 


15. 

New  York,  May  23, 183a 

We  can  place  at  the  disposal  of  your  department  from  one  million 
illion  and  a  half  of  dollars,  in  gold,  (sovereigns  at  legal  standard,) 
j  Treasury  notes,  on  terms  somewhat  like  the  following,  viz :  We 
ge  the  department  an  interest  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum  ;  selling 
sury  notes  at  prescribed  limits,  and  charging  usual  commission  of 
ter  per  cent.  If  not  sold  within  forty-five  days,  at  limits,  we  should 
it  liberty  to  sell  the  Treasury  notes  at  the  market  price ;  or  receive 
iement}  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  time  we 
i  in  advance,  and  no  commission.  It  may  be  that  we  should  not 
imbursement,  or  only  in  part,  for  a  longer  period  than  above  named  j 
is  there  is  no  certainty  at  present. 

rly  answer  will  be  acceptable,  and  any  suggestions  from  the  depart- 
I  be  respectfully  considered  by, 

Sir,  yours  respectfully, 

PRIME,  WARD,  &  KING. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington. 


16. 


» 
Treasury  Department,  May  26, 1838.' 

lemen:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
,  offering  to  place  from  a  raillion'to  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  at 
►sal  of  the  department,  in  gold,  upon  certain  stipulations  for  repay- 
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I  feel  much  obliged  by  the  spirit  of  accommodation  manifested 
terms  of  your  letter ;  but,  under  the  strict  limitations  imposed  up 
department  by  the  laws  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  it 
far  transcend  the  usual  discretion  exercised  by  it  in  such  matters  t 
into  the  arrangements  proposed. 

Should  you  find  it  convenient  to  deposite  any  part  of  the  amou 
gested  by  you  in  the  Bank  of  America,  to  the  special  credit  of  the  Tn 
of  the  United  States,  (not  exceeding  a  million  of  dollars,)  on  transoiiti 
certificate  of  deposite,  Treasury  notes  will  be  issued  to  you,  redeem 
the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  deposite,  and  bearing  iot 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  from  that  date. 

The  Treasury  notes  themselves  have  been  found  a  very  acceptal 
dium  of  payment  to  the  public  creditors  ;  but  this  department  has  co 
ed  it  most  proper,  at  the  present  time,  that  no  greater  circulation  sh< 
given  to  them  than  shall  be  imperiously  required  by  the  public  servic 
would  accordingly  prefer  exchanging  them  for  specie,  under  the  w 
given  by  the  law,  and  by  this  means  keeping  them,  as  far  as  may  h 
power,  from  pressing  upon  the  New  York  market. 

With  this  view,  as  few  of  them  will  be  issued  upon  warrants  io  fi 
the  public  creditors  as  may  be  found  possible  with  the  other  fundi 
control  of  the  department ;  and  it  is  hoped  that,  by  this  course,  tb 
continue  at  or  above  par. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treat 

Messrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King, 

New  York. 


I  7. 

New  York,  June  2, 1 

Sir  :  We  were  duly  favored  with  your  communication  of  the  25t 
and,  in  the  hope  of  rendering  an  acceptable  service  to  your  depa 
and  of  securing  a  moderate  interest  for  our  funds,  we  have  deposii 
cording  to  your  directions,  in  the  Bank  of  America,  one  million  of  i 
in  gold  coin  ;  certificate  of  which,  and  particulars  for  the  Treasury  I 
be  returned  to  us,  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  the  president  of  thi 
tution.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  writer  (our  J.  G.  King)  to  visit  Wi 
ton  in  the  course  of  next  week,  with  the  desire  of  affording  theco-ep 
of  our  house  in  the  views  expressed  in  the  latter  part  of  your  coma 
tion,  in  regard  to  the  upholding  the  value  of  the  Treasury  issuei 
as  well  as  other  markets,  should  there  be  found  any  suitable  fl 
rendering  our  services  available.    Meanwhile, 

We  remain,  sir,  &c., 

PRIME,  WARD,  &  KI 

Hon.  Secretary  op  the  Treasury, 

Washington. 
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I  8. 

New  York,  June  13, 1838. 

We  have  deposited  with  the  cashier  of  the  Manhattan  Company 
tusand  dollars,  against  an  equivalent  amount  of  6  per  cent.  Treas- 
es,  which  we  desire  for  account  of  a  corresponding  bank  in  Charles- 
id  which,  if  not  inconvenient,  we  shall  feel  obliged  by  receiving  at 
ble  early  day. 

We  have  the  honor,  &c, 

PRIME,  WARD,  &  KINO. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


I  9. 

Treasury  Department,  June  15, 1838. 

rLEMEN :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
stant.  Whenever  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  shall  be  in 
on  of  the  certificates  of  the  cashier  of  the  Manhattan  Company, 
r  that  the  $50,000  mentioned  by  you  has  been  placed  to  his  credit 
al  deposite,  he  will  issue  the  Treasury  notes,  bearing  the  same  date, 
cent,  interest,  as  has  been  heretofore  explained, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
s.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King, 

New  York. 


I  10. 


Manhattan  Company, 

New  York,  June  13, 1838. 

Messrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King  have  deposited  with  this  company 
nsand  dollars,  in  specie,  which  they  will  pass  to  the  credit  of  the 
•er  of  the  United  States,  provided  you  will  give  them  Treasury 
aring  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum.  Should  this 
accepted,  you  will  please  to  send  the  notes  in  the  following:  sums : 
otes  of  $1,000  -  $20,0001  Payable  to  the  order  of  Thomas 

otesof       500  -     20,000  >     Chapman,    cashier    Bank    of 

otes  of       100  -     10,000)     South  Carolina. 

50,000 


s  to  inform  me  if  I  am  to  receive  any  sums  offered  in  this  way,  and 
tificates  of  deposite,  to  enable  the  depositors  to  receive  frojn  you 
y  notes  of  the  above  description.  We  have  several  applications  of 
ji. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c,  

ROBERT  WHITE, 
Cashier  Manhattan  Company. 
Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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i 
i 


l 


Treasury  Department,  June  15,  IS 

Sir  :  Whenever  your  certificate  is  received,  showing  that  the  $9 
mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  13th  has  been  deposited  by  Thomas  ( 
man,  cashier,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  special  deposite,  that  o 
will  issue  Treasury  notes  for  the  amount,  bearing  the  same  date,  at  i 
cent  interest,  as  soon  as  the  pressure  of  business  shall  enable  him  tod 
In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  whether  you  may  receive  other  sums  offer 
the  same  way,  I  have  to  suggest  that  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest 
per  cent,  will  be  issued,  upon  special  deposite  of  specie  in  your  bank,i 
amount  not,  in  all,  exceeding  $50,000.  Should  a  further  amount  be< 
ed,  I  will  thank  you  to  apprize  me,  in  order  that  the  propriety  of  in 
!l|  change  beyond  that  sum  at  present  may  be  taken  into  consideration. 

1  am,  <fcc, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Dreamt 
Robert  White,  Esq., 

Cashier  Manhattan  Bank. 


.i 
i 


,»" 


i 


f 


I  12. 


New  York,  June  18, 1831 

Sir:  We  have  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  15th  instant,  and  beg  ten 
state,  for  accuracy's  sake,  that  we  were  not  aware  of  any  want  of  forma 
deposite  in  the  Manhattan  Company,  as  intimated  therein.  The  speciti 
was  duly  placed  there  ;  the  cashier  writes  to  that  effect ;  and  we  A 
trust  that  the  notes  will  take  interest  from  the  13th  instant,  the  date  4 
deposite. 

We  have  the  honor,  <fcc, 

PRIME,  WARD,  &  KBG 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


I  13. 


Treasury  Department,  June  20, 

Gentlemen:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter rf 
18th  instant  The  difficulty,  or  «  want  of  form,"  which  at  presot  | 
Vents  the  Treasurer  from  dating  the  Treasury  notes  referred  to  on  thai 
instant,  is,  that  the  cash,  in  lieu  of  which  they  are  to  he  issued,  don 
appear  to  have  been  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  on  tbdi 
and  the  certificate  of  deposite  bearing  that  date  has  not  been  trama* 
a*  heretofore  explained  to  be  necessary.  Until  such  a  certificate  b  mil 
showing  the  sum  to  be  placed  in  special  deposite  to  the  credit  of  the  IV 
urer,  the  notes  cannot  be  issued,  and  then  the  notes  must  bear  the  dH 
the  certificate.  But,  if  the  cash  was  actually  placed  in  special  depart 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  1 3th,  and,  by  mistake  or  accktaA 
certificate  of  it  was  sent  until  the  18th,  or  some  other  date ;  and  4  * 
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reived,  it  shall,  by  accident  or  mistake,  appear  to  bear  date  of  the  18th, 
itead  of  the  13th,  it  might  alter  the  course  of  the  Treasurer  as  to  the  date 
the  notes,  and  the  certificate  might  be  sent  back  and  corrected,  as  the 
its  should  render  proper. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 


.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King, 

New  York. 


Secretory  of  the  Treasury. 


I  14. 


New  York,  June*  19, 1838. 

Sir  :  On  receiving  your  authority,  we  will  specially  deposite  one  hun- 
d  thousand  dollars,  at  credit  of  the  Treasury,  in  such  bank  as  you  may 
Bet  here,  against  an  equivalent  amount  of  Treasury  notes  bearing  6  per 
it.  interest,  to  be  issued  to  us  on  transmitting  the  proper  certificate  ;  and 
shall  be  glad  to  have  the  option  of  extending  the  amount  to  two  or 
5e  hundred  thousand  dollars.    For  an  immediate  reply  on  our  part, 

Your  most  obedient, 

PRIME,  WARD,  &  KING/ 
Ion.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


I  15. 


Treasury  Department,  July  21, 1838. 

»£NTlemen  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  July 
n.  On  your  depositing  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  credit  of 
'Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Bank  of  America,  in  the  manner 
posed  by  you,  I  will  cause  Treasury  notes  to  an  equal  amount,  and 
ring  six  per  cent,  interest,  to  be  issued  in  your  favor.  A  larger  sum  than 
hundred  thousand  dollars  is  not  wanted  at  this  moment,  but  may  be 
i ted  before  long. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
lessrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King, 

New  York. 


I  16. 


Bank  of  America, 

New  York,  July  23, 1838. 
>O,000. 

Aessrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King  have  this  day  deposited  in  this  bank  one 
Hired  thousand  dollars,  which  amount  is  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
insurer  of  the  United  States. 

D.  THOMPSON,  Cashier. 

t<&  the  date  of  this  letter,  June  was  evidently  a  clerical  mistake  for  July.    It  was  received 
^  department  on  the  21st  July,  and  was  replied  to  as  having  been  dated  on  the  19th  of  that 
lb.    It  is  not  easy  to  decide  upon  the  true  phraseology  of  the  last  sentence  of  the  on%yoAi\ 
*opy  is  as  near  a  literal  transcript  as  can  be  made. 


Hon.  Secretary  op  the  Treasury,  ■ 

Washington,  D.  C. 


I  17. 

New  York,  . 
Sir  :  Advening  to  the  last  clause  of  the  letter  of  the  21 
we  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  and  to  acknowledge 
slant,  we  now  propose  to  pay  one  or  two  hundred  thousai 
credit  ot  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  such  banl 
signate,  and  receive  in  exchange  Treasury  notes  bearing 
terest  for  an  equal  amount. 

We  request  the  favor  ot  an  answer  as  to  which  amount 
whether  a  larger  sum  would  suit  you  better. 
And  now  remain,  &c, 

PRIME,  WAR 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treabury. 


Treasury  Department,  Ai 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  ree 

terof  July  28th. 

You  cnn  deposite,  in  specie,  in  the  Bank  of  America,  any 

IU?   9400.001).   in   smvinl    rlomvu'lA.    In   lh«   rrpriit   n(  tho   1 
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x        I  19. 

Bank  of  America.  August  4, 1838. 

certify  that  Messrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King  have  this  day  deposited  in 
>ank  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  the  credit  of  John  Campbell, 
,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

GEO.  NEWBOLD,  President. 
»,000. 


New  York,  August  i,  1838. 

r  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  [the  receipt  of]  your  letter  of  2d 

ot,  in  reply  to  our  respects  of  28tK"  ultimo,  (a  duplicate  of  which  waa 

irded  3d  instant,  fearing  miscarriage  of  original ;)  and  in  conformi- 

e  hand  the  annexed  certificate  of  deposite  to  credit  of  Treasurer  of  the 

xi  States,  in  the  Bank  of  America,  of  this  date,  for  two  hundred  thou- 

dollars ;  against  which  be  pleased  to  cause  to  be  issued,  in  the  name  of 

lomas  Chapman,  cashier,    $40,000  in  $1,000  notes, 

ime,  Ward,  <fc  King,         $160,000  in  $1,000  and  $600  notes, 

*ch,  as  proposed,  in  Treasury  notes  bearing  six  percent  interest  from 

late. 

We  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

PRIME,  WARD,  &  KING. 
>n.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington. 


K  1. 


No.  51  William  Street,  New  York, 

October  18,  1637. 

;ar  Sir  :  In  accordance  with  an  advertisement  from  your  department, 
h  to  state  that  I  have  six  thousand  dollars,  which  I  am  desirous  to 
inge  for  Treasury  notes,  if  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per 
m.  The  money  consists  of  sovereigns  (which,  I  presume,  will  be  at 
verage  of  $4  84)  and  American  gold,  and  can  be  deposited  at  any  de- 
led place  in  this  city. 
lave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

ARTHUR  STEWART. 
>n.  Levi  Woodbury. 

ould  my  offer  admit  of  the  honor  of  a  reply,  please  have  "  chronometer 
jr"  added  to  my  address  as  above.  A.  S. 


K2. 


Treasury  Department,  December  1%  1837. 
r  :  Your  letter  offering  specie  for  Treasury  notes  has  been  duly  re* 
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On  your  depositing  the  specie  in  the  Bank  of  the  Manhattan  Con 
to  the  special  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  that  offii 
receiving  the  cashier's  certificate  of  the  fact,  will  issue  Treasury  n 
the  amount,  bearing  an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Tree 
Arthur  Stewart,  Esq.,  New  York. 


K  3. 


New  York,  October  28, 1 

Sir  :  For  a  Treasury  note  drawing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  pen 
I  will  pay  specie  upon  its  being  delivered  to  me.  The  amount  not 
ceed  five  hundred  dollars. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  S.  LT 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


K4. 


Treasury  Department, 
December  12, 1 

Sir:  Your  letter,  offering  specie  for  Treasury  notes,  has  been  d 
ceived. 

On  your  depositing  the  specie  in  the  Bank  of  the  Manhattan  Cch 
to  the  special  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  trans 
the  cashier's  receipt  to  that  officer,  he  will,  on  its  coming  to  hand 
Treasury  notes  in  your  favor  for  the  corresponding  amount,  bearing 
terest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Trm 
D.  S.  Lyon,  Esq.,  New  York. 


KB. 


New  York,  December  23, 1 

Sir  :  Understanding  that  the  Treasury  Department  grant  notes  1 
interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  specie  deposited  to  your  order 
Manhattan  Bank  of  this  city,  should  you  have  occasion  for  so  small 
as  fourteen  hundred  dollars,  it  will  be  deposited  to  your  order;  fori 
could  wish  to  receive  the  amount  in  $100  Treasury  notes. 
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i  answer  is  respectfully  requested,  as  soon  as  convenient,  stating,  at 
ame  time,  where  the  interest  will  be  paid. 

Your  most  obedient,  <fcc., 

GEO.  C.  REED, 
178  Prince  Street,  New  York, 
m.  Levi  Woodbury. 

ote. — No  answer  appears  on  the  Secretary's  records ;  bat  the  deposite 
ire  to  have  been  made,  and  the  Treasury  notes  issued  by  the  Treas- 
on the  2d  January,  1838.] 


R6. 


Philadelphia,  June  26,  1838. 

r  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  certificate  of  deposite  from  Union 
:,  Louisiana,  to  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  for  one 
bred  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  deposited  in  conformity  with  the  ar- 
eroent  made  by  Charles  J.  Nourse,  Esq.,  which  amount  is  reimbursable 
s  in  Treasury  notes  bearing  even  date  therewith,  viz:  16th  June,  with 
er  cent,  interest  added.  You  will  be  good  enough  to  have  them  drawn 
vor  of  J.  Cewperthwait,  Esq.,  cashier,  or  of  myself,  or  in  any  way  most 
jaWe  to  yourself,  but  that  will  uot  involve  any  risk  in  the  transmission, 
duplicate  will  be  forwarded  in  my  next. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

C.  McALESTEH. 
m.  Levi  Woodbury, 

(Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

ote. — No  answer  found,  except  forwarding  the  notes.] 


Certificate. 

Union  Bank  of  Louisiana, 

New  Orleans,  Junt  16,  1838. 

eeived  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  through  its  agent,  the  Mar- 
ts' Bank  of  New  Orleans,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  for 
:redit  of  J.  Campbell,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
h  I  have  issued  duplicate  receipts. 
00,000.  MARTIN  JORDAN,  Ja.f 


K7. 


Comptroller's  Office, 

Albany,  My  10, 1838. 

*Aft  Sir:  In  a tomspondence  with  Mr.  Wright,  he  informed  me  th 
vraM  deposits  three  or  four  thousand  doltaisHirtte  credit  at  At  Qtafe- 
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notes,  at  par,  for  the  sum  deposited.    I  have,  accordingly,  deposited  in  h± 
Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank,  Albany,  the  sum  of  $4,000,  and  dean 
a  Treasury  note  for  $2,700,  to  A.  C.  Flagg,  comptroller,  in  trust  for 
mon  school  fund,  (or,  if  this  is  impracticable,  to  be  issued  according 
custom  of  the  department;)  also,  $500  in  one  note,  payable  to  the 
John  A.  Dix ;  also,  one  note  of  $500,  payable  to  the  order  of  A  & 
and  three  notes,  of  $100  each,  also  payable  to  the  order  of  A  C. 
and  have  the  whole  enclosed  to  me  by  mail. 

1  desire  to  invest  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  same 
ner,  for  the  common  school  and  bank  funds ;  although  the  time  is  onljl 
one  year,  the  investment  is  better  than  any  we  can  make  in  any  other  wj  J 
Mr.  Wright  says,  in  his  letter,  that  you  would  give  the  Treasury  note  fa 
any  other  sum  deposited  in  the  manner  stated  in  his  letter ;  but  as  tbeai 
I  wrote  to  him  to  invest  was  so  inconsiderable,  1  thought  I  would  nrffc 
posite  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  without  writing  and  getting  an  amr 
from  you. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  FLAGG. 

L.  Woodbury,  Esq. 


Certificate. 

Mechanics  &  Farmers'  Bank. 
$4,000.  >  Albany,  July  10, 1S3S 

Special  deposite  of  specie.   \ 

The  Hon.  A.  C.  Flagg  has  deposited  in  this  bank,  in  specie,  four  tk» 
sand  dollars  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  for  thepv- 
pose  of  obtaining  six  per  cent  Treasury  notes. 

E.  £.  KENDRICK, 


K  8. 


Treasury  Department,  July  14, 18$. 

Sir  :  Tour  communication  dated  the  10th  has  been  received,  aoifc 
Treasurer  has  been  requested  to  issue  and  transmit  to  you  Treasury ■» 
to  the  amount  of  $4,000,  as  desired  by  you. 

Since  the  conversation  had  with  Mr.  Wright,  the  department  has  deriM 
not  to  borrow  money  on  Treasury  notes  for  a  few  weeks ;  when  the  M* 
is  resumed,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  notify  you. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Ttamfy 
A.  C.  Flagg,  Esq.,  Albany. 


K  9. 


City  of  Washington  April  4 

Sir  :  On  the  8th  instant  f  propose  to  offer  at  the  Treasury,  jfa 
the  under-described  Treasury  notes. 
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he  greater  portion  of  these  notes  were  issued  in  my  name,  for  gold 
tto  the  Treasury,  I  feel  emboldened  to  solicit  a  renewal  of  them  for 
months  longer,  at  legal  interest.    I  have  added  a  sum  of  gold,  so  as 
;e  the  total  to  be  issued  $8,000. 

object  in  this  matter  being  merely  a  safe  investment  of  unemployed 
,  1  shall  certainly  not  alienate  or  negotiate  the  new  notes,  hut  retain 
a  my  possession  unendorsed  until  at  maturity. 

I  have  the  honor,  <fcc., 

JAMES  RIORDAN. 
.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


List  of  Treasury  notes  #i  the  hands  of  James  Riordan. 


Date. 

Amount. 

Interest  up  to— 

1838. 

April    9 

$50 

10 

160 

14 

100 

16 

60 

% 

30 

200 

May     7 

100 

S 

2,060 

12 

100 

16 

100 

19 

100 

21 

100 

22 

100 

• 

29 

100 

Jane    2 

60 

■7 

200 

23 

160 

30 

160 

July     2 

2,000 

3 

600 

6 

60 

$6,600 

K  10. 

Treasury  Department,  April  4, 1839. 

:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date.  This 
Dent  is  ready  to  redeem  the  Treasury  notes  therein  mentioned,  and 
the  cash  for  them.    But  new  notes,  bearing  an  interest  of  6  per  cent, 
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cannot  be  issued  in  payment,  excepting  upon  an  express  stipulati 
they  shall  be  held  by  yon,  and  the  department  allowed  to  redeem 
any  time  during  the  last  half  of  the  present  year,  should  the  cond 
the  Treasury  permit. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  oj 
James  Riordan,  Esq. — Present. 


K  11. 


4  April  8, 1 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  and  accede 
stipulations  therein  contained,  viz :  that  I  retain  in  my  possession  th 
newly  issued  in  exchange  for  those  I  now  present  for  redemption,  u 
those  new  notes  be  redeemable  at  any  time  during  the  latter  half 
present  year. 

I  h&ve  the  honor,  &c., 


Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


JAMES  RIORD 


K  12. 


Washington,  May  20, 1 

Sir  :  I  agree  to  take  $60,000  new  Treasury  notes,  holding  them  wi 
mission  for  the  department,  after  three  months,  to  redeem  any  part  a 
at  any  time,  having  first  given  thirty  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  an 

O.  W.  MEREWETHER, 
President  Louisville  Savings  Instil* 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,* 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[Note. — This  sum  was  exchanged  for  Treasury  notes  which  hd 
due.]  > 


K  13. 


Washington}  May  23,  II 

Sir  :  1  agree  to  take  Treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of  $1,413,  h 
them  with  permission  for  the  department,  after  three  months,  to  rectal 
part  of  them,  at  any  time,  haying  first  given  thirty  days1  notice  of  lb 
and  amount 

HENRY  JAQSacm 

For  WiirXiAM  Gsrom 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 


49  C  476  ] 

K  14. 

Washington,  May  25,  1839. 

jreby  agree  to  deposite  in  the  Metropolis  Bank  $50,000,  to  the  special 
of  the  Treasurer,  and  receive  therefor  new  Treasury  notes  bearing 
r  cent,  interest,  which  I  will  hold,  and  after  the  1st  of  July  let  the 
ury  Department  redeem  them  when  it  pleases;  and,  if  it  does  not 
to  do  it,  and  I  wish  to  dispose  of  them,  I  agree  to  give  the  depart- 
the  first  offer  of  them  at  par.  A  like  sum  is  to  be  deposited,  and 
received,  on  the  1st  of  June,  on  same  terms. 

W.  W.  CORCOKAN. 


L  1. 


Bank  op  America,  April  20, 1838. 

:  In  a  letter  that  I  addressed  yon  on  the  5th  instant,  I  proposed  to 

i,  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury,  $I67,5S0  in  specie,  at  Pittsburg  and 

rille,  in  exchange  for  a  draft  on  the  Mint. 

nit  me  now  to  say,  that  if  ii  shall  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Treas- 

nd  meet  your  views,  we  will  place  that  specie  at  your  disposal,  and 

3  six  per  cent.  Treasury  notes  for  the  amount. 

i  will  have  noticed,  by  the  public  papers,  that  a  large  amount  of  gold 

ling  from  London  to  aid  the  banks  in  a  resumption  of  specie  pay- 

;  and  I  beg  to  submit,  for  your  consideration,  whether  an  arrange- 

:annot  be  made  that  will  be  useful  and  convenient  to  the  Treasury, 

the  same  time  aid  this  city  when  we  shall  resmne  specie  payments 

1 0th  of  next. month. 
mid  propose  that  you  should  give  one  mil/ion  of  dollars  of  six  per 
Treasury  notes,  in  exchange  for  one  million  in  sold ;  the  gold  to  be 
ted  here  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  <he  United  States,  in  special 
it,  to  be  drawn  for  as  the  wants  of  the  G  >vernment  shall  require. 
h  an  arrangement  would  inspire  confidence,  and  would  otherwise 
ally  promote  a  sound  state  of  thing*;  and  believing,  if  it  shall  meet 
iews,  that  the  arrangement  can  te  made,  I  will,  with  much  pleasure, 
ake  the  negotiation,  if  yoti  shaW  think  proper  to  authorize  me  to  do 

ill  be  happy  to  hear  from  j^o'i  on  this  subject,  at  your  earliest  con- 
ce;  and  have  only  to  adrf,  that  if  the  negotiation  shall  succeed,  and 
;cie  shall  be  deposited  in  this  bank,  it  shall  be  held,  and  faithfully  and 
applied  in  payment  o(  the  drafts  and  requisitions  of  the  Treasury. 

f  have  the  honor,  <fcc, 

GEO.  NEWBOLD,  President. 

U  LbVI    WOOPBURY, 

Secretary  *f  the  Treasury  U.  &,  Washington. 

I — The  packet  ship  Gladiator,  from  London,  has  just  arrived,  having 
rd  more  than  one  million  of  dollars  in  gold. 

Yours, 

an. 
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L  2. 

Treasury  Department,  April  23, 18381 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  int 
this  morning. 

The  Treasury  has  at  this  time  a  sufficient  amount  of  specie  foods  | 
Louisville,  and  does  not  immediately  require  any  at  Pittsburg. 

With  regard  to  your  other  proposition,  it  now  happens  that  this  depot 
ment  has  too  few  Treasury  notes  remaining  within  its  control  to  makei 
arrangement  to  any  considerable  amount  ior  the  loan  of  specie  upon  tkfc 
Wheuever  Congress  may  authorize  the  reissue  of  the  notes  returned, or ' 
issue  of  new  ones,  I  shall  be  happy  to  entertain  your  proposal,  nnd,  in 
mean  time,  am  willing,  under  the  general  regulation  heretofore  adopted 
this  subject,  to  have  $100,000  placed  in  your  batik  in  special  deposit 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer;  and  on  the  transmission  of  the  certifier tf 
deposite  to  that  officer,  he  will  issue  Treasury  notes,  bearing  inteivMiiibe 
rate  of  six  per  cent.,  for  the  amount  of  the  special  deposite,  from  therine 
made 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  lYeasunj. 
George  Newbold,  Esq., 

Prtrident  of  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 


L  3. 


Treasury  Department,  Jttne  18, 181 

Sir:  The  requisitions  from  the  War  Department,  for  the  public  stii* 
are  so  numerous  and  large  for  the  south,  that  if  either  your  bank,  or  Pin, 
Ward,  (t,  King,  or  any  other  parties,  wish  now  to  exchange  cash  for  it 
per  cent.  Treasury  notes,  to  the  extent  of  £500.000  more,  1  am  incliod* 
do  it,  rather  than  issue  the  Treasury  notes  upon  warrants. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  y*u  on  this  subject  at  your  convenience 

I  flm,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treat*} 
George  Newbold,  Esq., 

President  of  Bank  of  America,  N*w  York. 


L4. 


Bank  of  America,  June  21,  lflft' 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  you  for! 
the  18th  instant ;  and  1  beg  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  we  have  '  J 
the  sum  of  $250,000  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  tJnited  L 
and  that  Messrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King  have  also  deposited  in  this 
the  like  sum  of  $250,000  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer ;  making,  togeth* 
the  sum  of  $500,000,  as  mentioned  in  your  letter;  and  for  which  you  til! 
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ise  direct  6  per  cent.  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued,  dated  this  day,  and 
>e  forwarded  to  this  bank.  The  notes  to  be  issued  in  the  names  and 
he  denominations  annexed. 

hand  you,  enclosed,  our  cashier's  certificates  of  the  two  depositee. 
I  have  the  honor,  <fcc,  < 

GEO.  NEWBOLD^President. 
.on.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Sec'y  of  Treas.  of  U.  States,  Washington. 

Lame  of  D.  Thompson,  250  notes  of  $1,000  -  -    $260,000 

ame  of  Prime,  Ward,  <fc  King,  150  notes  of  $1 ,000,  $160,000 
"  "  200    notes  of  $500,  $100,000 

—     260,000 

$500,000 


L  5. 


Bank  of  America,  July  28,  1838. 

ir:  Mr.  A.  Belmont  will  address  you  by  this  mail  in  reference  to  an 
e  of  6  per  cent.  Treasury  notes  in  exchange  for  $100,000  specie 
he  will  deposite  in  this  bank  on  Monday,  the  30th  instant ;  and  he 
requested  me  to  add  a  line  on  the  subject. 

have  informed  Mr.  Belmont  that  we  could  not  receive  the  specie  in 
>site  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  Treas- 
notes,  without  first  obtaining  your  assent  to  the  arrangement  The. 
ie,  therefore,  although  it  will,  without  doubt,  be  deposited  in  bank  onj 
30th  instant,  will  not  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  until  we4 
I  have  authority  for  so  doing. 

r.  Belmont  will,  however,  be  pleased  to  learn  that  you  have  acceded 
is  proposition. 

1  have  the  honor,  <fcc, 

GEO.  NEWBOLD,  President. 
on.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Sec'y  of  Treas.  of  U.  States,  Washington. 


L  6. 


Treasury  Department,  July  30, 1838. ' 

r:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  July 
I  have,  by  this  day's  mail,  informed  Mr.  Belmont  that  I  accede  to  hisf 
asition  to  issue  6  per  cent  Treasury  notes  in  his  favor,  on  his  deposit-, 
$100,000  in  specie  in  your  bank,  on  special  deposite  to  the  credit  or 
Preasurer  of  the  United  States.    You  will  please,  therefore,  to  receive 
ipecie  on  special  deposite,  and  pass  it  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States 
rarer. 

I  am,  &c, 

L.  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
he  President  of  the  Bank  of  America, 

New  York. 


.  ■« 


Hoping  that  it  may  be  agreeable  to  you  at  this  time  to  ac< 
osition,  1  remain,  «fcc, 

GEO.  NEWBOLD 
I  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Sec'y  of  Treasury  of  U.  Stales,  Washington. 
I 


L  8. 

Treasury  Department,  Scpteml 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  c 
slant,  this  morning.  This  department  has,  at  the  present  tim 
at  command  for  its  current  disbursements,  without  recourse 
more  Treasury  notes  at  New  York.  Should  a  further  iss 
hereafter,  I  will  be  happy  at  once  to  apprize  you. 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOO 
Secretary  of  th 
George  Newbold,  Esq., 

President  Bank  of  Atnerica,  AT.  Y". 


L  9. 


Treasury  Department,  Decernb 

Sir:  Nearly  five  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  of  the  sec 
will  become  redeemable  in  June  next ;  and  a  very  few  in  the 
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bearing  the  same  interest,  but  which  fell  due  in  June  and  the  other 
imer  months.  The  issue  and  redemption  will  be  at  par,  with  the  un- 
itanding  that  the  new  notes  now  issued  may  be  redeemed  at  par  if  the 
3  of  the  Treasury  shall  render  it  desirable  at  any  time  before  they  fall 
,  and  subsequent  to  the  periods  when  the  notes  redeemed,  with  their 
:eeds,  become  payable.  This  will  be  an  arrangement  not  injurious  to 
present  holders,  and,  possibly,  beneficial  to  both  them  and  the  Treaa- 
It  must  be  completed  before  the  month  closes ;  and,  therefore,  allow 
to  ask  an  early  reply  whether  it  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  with  or 
»ugh  your  bank  ?  It  must  be  done  with  some  bank  or  individual  who 
hold  the  notes  as  an  investment,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  under- 
iding  above  named. 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
ieorge  Newbold,  Esq., 

President  Bank  of  America,  N.  Y. 


L10. 


Bank  of  America,  December  22, 1S3S. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  20th  instant,  in  refer- 
e  to  the  issue  of  about  two  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  payable  in  one 
r,  and  the  redemption,  with  the  proceeds  thereof,  of  an  equal  amount  of 
le  outstanding  of  the  second  emission.  It  has  not  been  in  my  power  to 
suit  our  hoard  of  directors  on  the  subject  to-day,  but  I  will  do  so  on 
iday  morning,  the  21th  instant;  and  I  will  then  do  myself  the  pleasure 
/rite  you  more  fully  and  definitely  on  the  subject.  At  present,  it  ap- 
rs  to  me  that  the  main  or  only  difficulty  in  effecting  the  arrangement 
propose  is  the  condition  mentioned  in  your  letter,  that  the  notes  nuw 
e  issued  shall  be  redeemable,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Treasury,  any  time 
ro  maturity  of  the  notes.  If  that  condition  shall  he  insisted  on,  it 
,  I  think,  render  it  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  effect  the  main  ob- 
:  neither  banks  nor  individual  capitalists  would  be  willing  to  agree  and 
I  themselves  to  hold  the  notes  until  maturity. 

f  that  condition  shall  be  waived,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  this 

k  will  be  quite  willing  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  you  at  once 

the  whole  two  millions,  under  such  regulations  as  will  be  acceptable, 

will  insure  a  ready  and  beneficial  accomplishment  of  the  object  desired. 

'ermit  me  to  add,  that,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken  in  my  view  of  the 

ject,it  would  be  quite  unnecessary  for  you  to  retain  the  condition  referred 

because  it  is  evident  that,  by  the  time  the  Treasury  may  wish  to  redeem 

notes  now  to  be  issued,  (if  at  all  before  maturity,)  they  will  have  so 

rt  a  time  to  run.  and  there  will  then  be  so  much  interest  accrued  on  them, 

t  tbey  will  not  bear  any  premium  in  the  market ;  and  the  holders,  gener- 

',  would  voluntarily  briug  them  in  for  redemption  as  fast,  probably,  us 

Treasury  would  desire. 

1  have  the  honor,  &c, 
A  GEO.  NEWBOLD,  President. 

'on.  Lkvt  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U.  &,  Washington. 
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Lll. 

Treasury  Department,  December  24,  lS2i 

Sir:  From  the  letter  which  I  have  just  had  the  pleasure  of  receiiij 
from  you,  bearing"  date  the  22d  instant,  respecting  my  proposition  fbrii 
exchange  of  about  two  millions  of  the  Treasury  notes  now  outstanding 
new  ones,  to  be  issued  before  the  close  of  the  year,  under  the  law,  it  nfl 
seem  that  you  do  not  distinctly  understand  that  the  period  forredeei^ 
the  new  notes  will,  at  all  events,  be  subsequent  to  the  time  when  iota* 
will  stop  on  the  present  notes  proposed  to  be  taken  up.     The  object  oik 
exchange  is  not  to  place  at  the  option  of  the  department  the  redemption 
an  earlier  period  than  the  notes  now  out  are  now  liable  to,  but  to  spmilt 
operation  of  the  redemption  (the  weight  of  which  will  fall,  if  theoatttl 
ing  notes  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  holders,  almost  entirely  n  poo  Job 
and  July  next)  over  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  next  year,  lb 
holders  may,  therefore,  calculate  upon  receiving  interest  upon  a  loopipe- 
riod  for  the  notes  so  exchanged,  than  they  would  if  redeemed  at  maM,n 
they  now  stand.     From  your  suggestion,  that,  after  June  or  July,  thervfl 
not  probably  bear  a  premium,  in  consequence  of  the  short  time  theyil 
have  to  run,  it  seems  that  upon  the  express  understanding  that  the  rataf 
tion  of  none  of  them  now  issued  shall  be  required  to  take  place  before  Jr. 
or  the  period  to  which  they  now  run,  the  condition  contained  in  mylar 
of  the  20th  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  objectionable. 

Should  you  accede  to  the  proposition  for  any  amount  of  Treasury  ws 
which  you  can  have  returned  here  for  renewal,  not  exceeding  twomiila 
of  dollars,  I  wish  you  to  immediately  adopt  the  form  of  passing  a  $om,qti 
to  the  amount  to  be  exchanged,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  special*- 
posite  as  cash,  and  send  the  certificate  forthwith  to  the  Treasurer, ait 
basis  for  the  issue  of  the  new  notes. 

If  the  arrangement  shall  be  finally  adopted  here,  there  will  then  bc» 
before  the  end  of  the  month  to  issue  the  new  notes,  and  give  instruction* 
taking  up  and  cancelling  the  old  ones  with  the  money  thus  deposited; itt 
seems  to  be  the  only  form  in  which  the  operation  can  be  effected. 

We  are  crowded  into  such  a  narrow  space  as  to  time,  that  great  pn^ 
tude  will  be  necessary.  Should  the  operation  not  be  carried  into  eiM* 
certificate  of  deposite  will  be  returned  to  you  to  be  cancelled. 

1  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treaty 

George  New  bold,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  America^  New  York. 


\ 


L  12. 
Bank  of  America,  December  24, 


Sir  :  I  wrote  you  on  the  22d  instant,  replying,  in  part,  to  your  farorofl* 
20th  ;  and  I  now  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  this  bank  will  be<* 
willing  to  undertake  to  effect  the  arrangement  you  propose,  of  placiug 
millions  of  new  6  per  cent.  Treasury  notes  in  exchange  forithe  like  am 
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est  included)  of  Treasury  notes  of  the  second  emission  now  outstand- 
)rovided  we  shall  be  at  liberty  to  do  so  without  any  condition  or  un- 
inding  that  the  holders  of  the  new  notes  shall  hold  them  subject  to 
lption,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Treasury,  any  time  before  their  maturity, 
i  exclude  that  condition,  because  we  are  sensible  that  it  would,  if  re- 
I,  render  it  impossible  to  effect  the  arrangement ;  and  as  I  think  that 
rill  concur  with  me  in  opinion  that  the  condition  is  not  necessary  to 
3  the  Treasury  to  redeem  the  notes  at  par,  at  the  period  mentioned  in 
etter,  I  venture  to  anticipate  your  willingness  to  authorize  the  arrange- 
without  it. 

rou  shall  think  proper  to  empower  this  bank  to  effect  the  arrangement 
w  suggested,  I  thiuk  that  we  can  readily  do  so  for  the  whole  amount 
)  millions ;  and  we  shall  be  enabled  to  accomplish  it  for  a  large  amount, 
direct  exchange  with  present  holders  of  the  outstanding  Treasury 
;  and  when  that  cannot  be  done,  we  will  sell  the  new  notes,  and  pur- 
the  others  with  the  proceeds,  as  opportunity  shall  offer, 
is  bank  holds  over  $600,000  of  6  per  cent.  Treasury  notes  due  in 
and  June  next,  which  we  shall  be  willing  to  exchange  for  the  new  6 
&nt.  notes  to  be  issued,  and  which  we  will  cancel  and  forward  to  the 
wry  upon  receiving  your  authority  to  make  the  arrangement  proposed 
e  whole  two  millions, 
lave  the  houor  to  remain,  very  respectfnllv,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.'NEWBOLD,  President. 
m.  Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U.  Sn  Washington. 


L13. 


Treasury  Department,  December  26, 1838. 

a:  I  have  received  the  return  of  the  state  of  the  Treasurer's  special 
int  with  your  bank,  with  the  memorandum  subjoined,  importing  that 
,627  56  of  Treasury  notes  had  been  forwarded,  lor  which  no  payment 
>een  received.  I  am  informed  by  the  accounting  officers  that,  in  con- 
nce  of  there  being  no  schedule  in  detail  transmitted  with  the  notes, 
ettlement  requires  a  very  considerable  delay.  As  soon  as  it  shall  be 
leted,  warrants  for  the  amount  will  be  either  placed  on  the  Treasurer's 
ce  in  your  bunk,  or  elsewhere,  as  the  state  of  things  may  render  most 
*.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  the  department  will  see  that  you  are  not 
vance  of  the  balance  due  the  United  States.  If  you  can  find  it  conve- 
to  purchase  at  par  a  million  dollars  of  the  outstanding  notes  which 
ne  previous  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  $200,000 
veek,  I  shall  l>e  glad  to  pay  for  the  same,  out  of  the  funds  in  the 
sury,  at  the  same  rate. 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

:orge  Newbold,  Esq., 
President  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 


ii      '.■■'  ever,  ue  auie  uner  mtr  iijwuui  ui  juuc,  a  uu  uui  juci  jhoiujcu  ■ 

f     ,  ll  except  under  an  arrangement  that  we  may  take  them  up  ai 

111  ^  as  our  means  may  permit,  between  June  and  December — 

-    I  month  when  it  is  supposed  the  present  notes  become  payubh 

III  is  concluded  on  this  subject,  the  certificate  of  deposit e,  (fee,  i 

by  the  31st,  or  the  authority  of  the  department  will  have 
new  notes. 

I  am,  <kc, 

LEVI  WOl 
k  Secretary  of  ti 

\       ft,  George  Newbold,  Esq., 

President  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 


■r 

•    I 

i 

■    I 


i 


M 


» 

u. 

I 

!  ; 
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L  15. 


Bank  of  America,  Decern 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  y< 
24th  instant;  and  I  beg  to  say,  m  reply,  that  I  understoo( 
contained  in  your  letter  of  the  %22d  instant,  in  reference  to 
,  of  the  two  millions  of  Treasury  notes  now  to  be  issued, 

I  agreement  or  understanding  that  the  Treasury  should  ret 

redeem  them,  at  pleasure,  before  they  become  due  any  time 
when  the  outstanding  notes  now  to  be  redeemed  become 
is,  after  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  and  August  nexl 
probable  time  would  be  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
It  was  to  such  a  condition  or  understanding  ihat  I  exj 
jection;  and  I  briefly  stated  the  reasons  why  it  would, 
j       J  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  the  desired  arrangement;  j 

to  add,  in  substance,  that  as  it  would  be  the  last  quart 
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on,  there  is  also  the  objectionable  consideration  that  the  holder 
know  when  the  money  will  be  paid  to  him ;  and  the  feet  that  it 
5  paid  when  he  would  not  wish  to  receive  it,  or  at  a  time  when  he 
not  be  prepared  to  make  a  new  and  satisfactory  investment  of  the 
t,  would  operate  as  a  strong  and  decided  objection  to  his  receiving 
es  upon  the  condition  named.  We  therefore  think  the  condition 
ition  an  insuperable  objection  to  the  arrangement  desired, 
jving  that  you  may  be  willing,  as  I  have  already  suggested  in  my 
if  the  24th  instant,  to  omit  the  condition  entirely,  and  seeing  that 
;  but  a  short  time  allowed  for  effecting  the  arrangement,  we  have, 
ibrmity  with  your  suggestion,  placed  the  sum  of  two  millions  of 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  special 
t,  and  I  have  [sent]  you  enclosed  our  cashier's  certificate  thereof, 
u  shall  conclude  to  make  the  arrangement  upon  the  basis  named 
etter  of  the  24th  instant,  you  will  be  pleased  to  direct  the  Treasury 
3  be  sent  to  this  bank ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  arrangement 
carried  into  effect,  you  will  please  return  the  enclosed  certificate 
ancelled. 

ve  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  NEWBOLD,  President. 
.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of t lie  Treasury  U.  S.,  Washington. 


L  16. 


Treasury  Department,  December  28, 1838. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  in- 
«rith  its  enclosure.  As  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  making  an  arrange- 
or  the  issue  of  new  Treasury  notes,  in  lieu  of  those  outstanding, 
my  other  basis  than  that  proposed  and  explained  in  my  letter  of 
;h  instant,  I  herewith  return  the  certificate  of  deposite,  to  be  can- 
by  your  bank. 

jret  that  you  should  have  incurred  so  much  trouble  in  making 
sments,  and  feel  greatly  obliged  by  the  prompt  consideration  which 
on  bestowed  upon  the  subject 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
ege  Newbold,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 


L  IT. 


Bank  of  America,  December  28, 1838. 

I  wrote  you  yesterday,  and  informed  you  that  we  had  placed  the 

Ftwo  millions  of  dollars  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 

in  special  account,  in  conformity  to  your  suggestion  in  letter  of 

:h  instant ;  and  I  enclosed  our  cashier's  certificate  thereof  accord- 


I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obe< 

GEO.  NEWBOL1 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U.  &,  Washington. 


L  IS. 


:>    ■  Bank  of  America,  Decen 

(  Siu :  Your  second  favor  of  the  2(ith  instant  is  receivei 

"i  that,  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  schedule  in  detail  t 

I  the  Treasury  notes  that  we  have  redeemed  and  cancelled 

i  delay  is  required  for  examination  and  settlement  of  the  a 

I  therefore,  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  for  the  purpose  of 

!  examination  at  the  Treasury,  We  have  transmitted,  with 

i  Treasury  notes  that  we  have  redeemed  and  forwarded,  a 

ithe  notes,  specifying  the  amount  and  the  number  of  eac) 
of  payment,  the  number  of  days  for  which  interest  has  ac 
the  amount  of  interest  on  each  note,  or  on  all  such  notes 
due  on  the  same  day.  We  sup]>osed  such  statement  to 
required  for  a  ready  and  convenient  examination  of  the  no 
In  reply  to  your  inquiry  whether  we  can  conveniently  J 
a  million  of  dollars  of  the  outstanding  Treasury  notes 
previous  to  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  the  purchase  not  to  e 
per  week,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  say  that  I  do  not  doul 
purchase  one  million  of  dollars  of  the  Treasury  notes  desc 
possible  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  do  so  in  the  weekly 
you  wish  ;  but  the  latter  is  doubtful,  for  I  am  inclined  "t 
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L19. 

Bank  of  America,  December  31,  1838. 

, :  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  28th  instant,  returuing  the  certi- 
»f  deposite  that  I  forwarded  you  on  the  26th,  and  we  cancel  it  ac- 
gly.  I  regret  that  an  arrangement  for  the  exchange  of  Treasury 
:ould  not  be  effected  upon  a  basis  satisfactory  to  you.  I  could  have 
ed  to  you  at  once  $1,800,000  of  those  due  in  June  and  July  next, 
ive  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  NEWBOLD,  President. 
).  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Trtasury  U.  S.9  Washington. 


L20. 


Treasury  Department,  December  31, 1838. 

.:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant. 
i  from  the  accounting  officers,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  as  to  the  cause 
delay  in  carrying  the  Treasury  notes  taken  up  by  you  to  the  credit 
r  bank,  that  1  received  the  information  as  to  the  frant  of  a  schedule. 
it  seems  that  it  was  a  schedule  in  a  particular  form,  to  which  refer- 
vas  made  by  them. 

assurances  have  been  given  that  the  making  such  a  schedule  will  re- 
no  more  time  than  one  of  the  kind  transmitted  by  you  with  the  notes 
up,  I  have  requested  a  parcel  of  the  forms  to  be  made  up,  which  I 
nit  by  this  mail ;  and  if  you  find  that  your  clerks  can  use  them  in  their 
lents,  without  much  sacrifice  of  time,  I  will  be  obliged  if  you  will 
them  to  do  so,  as  it  will  save  the  delay  of  making  out  new  schedules 
by  the  accounting  officers,  previous  to  a  settlement  of  the  notes, 
so  understand  that  the  principle  adopted  by  your  hank,  for  the  compu- 
of  interest  by  days, alone,  is  not  precisely  that  of  the  accounting  offi- 
hough  the  practical  result  differs  but  very  little — sometimes  a  trifle 
b  side,  and  sometimes  a  trifle  on  the  other.  Their  rule,  which  it 
has  been  established  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  is  to 
He  interest  by  months,  where  the  securities  run  for  entire  months  only ; 
>r  the  odd  days  beyond  entire  months,  if  any  occur,  for  their  propor* 
s  part  of  365  days,  as  you  have  computed.  But  the  interest  by  days  is 
computed  in  that  manner  for  the  number  short  of  an  entire  month. 
ie  purchase  of  a  million  of  Treasury  notes  of  the  new  issue,  falling 
revious  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  can  be  effected  at  par,  as  you  suggest,  I 
e  thankful  if  you  will  effect  it,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  9200,000  in  any 
eek,  and  will  keep  you  supplied  with  adequate  funds  for  the  purpose. 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
orge  Newbold,  Esq. 

8.  It  has  just  been  suggested  from  the  Auditor's  office,  relative  to  the 
'  the  blank  schedules,  should  you  find  it  convenient  to  adopt  them,  that 
adings  should  be  left  blank ;  and  that  a  separate  schedule  should  be 
or  notes  dated  before  and  those  after  the  Alst  of  May  last,  that  being 
te  of  the  commencement  of  the  new  issue. 


1  have  brought  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Commit 
in  both  Houses,  by  letters  addressed  to  the  respective  chain™ 
the  provision  requested  by  me  be  adopted,  1  shall  be  hapj 
arrangement  proposed, 
i :  I  am,  &c. 

LEVI  WO( 
Secretary  of  0 
George  Newbold,  Esq. 


• 


ij  P.  S.  I  shall  be  happy  to  redeem,  at  any  time,  small  amom 

notes  falling  due  before  the  1st  day  of  July,  if  you  can  fit 
and  our  funds  continue  to  hold  out. 


l  - 
r 


L22. 


-  The  annexed  letter,  dated  February  18,  1839,  was  addrcsse 

following  institutions,  viz:  Bank  of  America,  New  Yor 
Company,  New  York;  Merchant?  Bank,  Boston;  2 
Farmers1  Bank,  Albany,  New  York ;  Piscataqna  Ban, 
New  Hampshire;  Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouth,  Na 
Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond;  Franklin  Bank,  Baltimo 
sing  Bank,  Philadelphia. 

Treasury  Department,  Febritc 

Sir  :  It  appears  to  bo  probable  that  the  bill  now  before  Gc 
powering  the  department  to  issue  the  Treasury  notes  authoi 
of  May  last,  which  were  not  required  for  the  service  of  the  las 
come  a  law.     These  Treasury  notes  will  probablv  be  wai 
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ne  object  of  this  letter  is  to  inquire  whether  your  bank  will  be  willing 
ace  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  special  deposite,  a  portion  of  the 
which  may  now  be  required  for  disbursement  in  your  section  of  the 
try,  in  exchange  for  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest  at  the  rate. of  6  per 
,  under  the  express  stipulation  that  they  may  be  redeemed  by  the  de- 
cent, one  half  of  the  amount  at  such  time  after  the  1st  of  August  next 
ay  be  convenient,  and  the  other  half  after  the  1st  of  October  next, 
lould  your  bank  be  inclined  to  make  an  exchange  on  these  terms,  I 
thank  you  to  inform  me,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  of  the  sum  you 
be  disposed  to  exchange,  under  this  stipulation,  in  order  that  the  neces- 
arrangements  may  be  made  to  complete  it,  if  then  mutually  acceptable, 
sdiately  on  the  passage  of  the  act,  should  it  become  a  law. 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

S.  Should  you  find  it  convenient,  I  will  thank  you  to  make  inquiries 
isons  who  would  be  likely  to  make  special  deposite  with  your  bank 
-ose  terms. 

L.  W. 


L  23. 


Bank  of  America,  February  21,  1839. 

r:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  18th  instant,  advising  me  of  the 
itbility  that  the  Treasury  Department  will  be  empowered  to  issue  the 
Lining  amount  of  Treasury  notes  authorized  by  the  law  of  May  hist; 
you  request  me  to  inform  you  whether  this  bank  will  take  any,  and 
I  amount,  of  sa'd  notes,  under  an  express  stipulation  thnt  the  Treasury 

redeem  them  after  the  1st  of  August  and  the  1st  of  October  next. 

reply,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  this  bank  will  agree  to 
site  to  (he  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  special  depos- 
he  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  iu  exchange  for  an  eqnil  amount  of 
■er  cent.  Treasury  notes,  under  the  express  stipulation  that  the  Treasu- 
apartment  may  redeem  one-half  of  the  amount  on  the  1st  of  August 

;  or,  if  the  bank  shall  then  hold  more  than  one  million  of  said  notes, 
,  and  in  that  case,  the  Treasury  may  redeem  all  then  held  by  the 


k  • 


suggest  this  modification  of  your  proposition,  because  it  may  be  neces- 
for  us  to  sell  a  portion  of  the  notes  before  the  1st  of  August  next,  and 
cannot  readily  dispose  of  them  under  a  condition  that  the  Treasury  De- 
ment may  redeem  them  as  stated  in  your  letter.  We  will,  however,  on 
ing  sales  of  the  notes,  endeavor  to  obtain  a  stipulation  that  the  Treasu- 
ry redeem  them  in  the  manner  you  propose. 

"  it  shall  be  yoiir  wish  to  issue,  in  addition  to  these  two  millions,  a  fur- 
amount,  in  exchange  for  Treasury  notes  due  in  May,  June,  and  July 
t*  I  believe  that  1  can  effect  an  exchange  for  you  to  the  extent  of  one 
km— perhaps  one  million  and  a  b*lf ;  and  it  is  possible  that  I  may  be 
>fed  to  do  so,  on  the  condition  that  a  part  of  the  new  notes  shall  be  re- 
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deemable  as  you  desire.     On  this  point,  if  you  shall  think  proper  to 
me,  or  express  to  me  your  wishes,  I  will  endeavor  to  effect  an  arrai 
in  conformity. 
1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servj 

GEO.  NEWBOLD,  Pres 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U.  S.,  Washington. 


L  24. 


Treasury  Department,  February  23. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st 
and  shall  he  happy  to  communicate  further  with  you  on  the  subject 
the  bill  referred  to  in  mine  of  the  18th  become  a  law. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  will  thank  you  to  make  further  inquiries  i 
practicability  of  making  the  exchange  of  the  portion  of  the  notes  fid 
in  May,  June,  and  July,  for  such  as  may  now  be  authorized  to  b 
under  the  stipulation  for  redemption  suggested  in  my  letter. 

I  am,  <kc, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Trti 
George  Newbold,  Esq., 

President  Bank  of  America^  New  York. 


L  25. 

Bank  of  America,  February  25, 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  23d  instant,  and,  agre 
your  request,  I  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  whether  an  exchange  o 
ury  notes  falling  due  in  May,  June,  and  July  next,  can  be  made 
notes,  now  to  be  issued,  under  the  stipulation  for  redemption  sugg 
your  letter  of  the  18th  instant. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  request  of  you  the  favor  to  inform  me  what 
you  will  be  authorized  and  intend  to  issue,  if  the  bill  shall  becoo 
It  may  be  important  that  1  should  be  enabled  to  state  that  fact,  in  > 
facilitate  the  negotiation  (or  an  exchange.  I  have  assumed  the  an 
be  about  three  and  a  half  millions,  but  some  persons  here  have  sti 
five  or  six  millions  will  be  issued.  If  not  improper,  please  state  is 
correct  amount. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sera 

GEO.  NEWBOLD,  Prm 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U.  &,  Washington. 


L  26. 


Treasury  Department,  February  27, 1 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  i 
stant,  I  have  to  state  that  the  maximum  amount  of  Treasury  ootei 
can  be  issued  undei  \b&  ^to\used  bill  is  about  four  millions  of  delta 
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\  may  not  find  it  necessary  to  issue  the  whole  of  this  sum,  in  case  the 
hould  pass,  as  we  shall  not  go  beyond  the  amount  required  by  the  ex- 
ies  of  the  public  service. 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
okge  Newbold,  Esq., 

President  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 


L  27. 


Bank  of  America,  March  2,  1839. 

i:  I  have,  in  conformity  with  your  request,  endeavored  to  ascertain 
ler  an  exchange  of  Treasury  notes  falling  due  in  May,  June,  and  July 
can  be  made  fur  six  per  cent.  Treasury  notes  now  to  he  issued,  under 
illation  that  the  latter  may  he  redeemed  by  the  Treasury  Department — 
lalf  after  the  1st  of  August,  and  the  other  half  after  the  1st  of  October 
;  and  the  result  of  the  inquiries  that  I  have  made  has  convinced  me 
in  exchange  cannot  be  made,  of  any  considerable  amount,  under  the 
ation  suggested.  The  persons  whom  I  have  consulted  and  inquired  of, 
vho  hold  nearly  one  million  and  a  half  of  Treasury  notes,  wholly  de- 
the  proposition  ;  assuring  me  that  they  could  not  ogree  to  it,  even  on 
ondition  that  the  Treasury  may  redeem  one-half  of  the  amount  of  the 
notes.  They  say  that  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  for  redemption  that 
i  exist  under  such  an  agreement  would  be  embarrassing  and  injn- 
,  and  would  wholly  prevent  them  from  making  the  notes  available  as 
ion  should  require;  it  would,  therefore,  impose  upon  them  the  neces- 
>f  holding  the  notes,  and  that  upon  the  uncertainty  of  when  they  would 
id. 

ssrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King  hold  from  ouc  million  to  one  and  a  half 
m  of  dollars  of  six  per  cent.  Treasury  notes  fulling  due  in  May,  June, 
uly  next;  and  they  inform  me  that  they  will  agree  to  exchange  them 
3w  six  per  cent,  notes  payable  in  twelve  months,  without  any  condition 
ever  for  their  previous  redemption ;  or  they  will  agree  to  make  the  ex* 
ge,  under  an  agreement  on  your  part  (if  you  shall  think  proper  to  make 
at  the  new  notes  shall  certainly  be  redeemed  by  the  Treasury  on  the 
f  August  and  the  1st  of  October  next— say  one-half  of  the  amount  on 
of  those  days  ;  hut  they  wholly  decline  to  assent  to  an  exchange  upon 
ondition  or  understanding  that  the  Treasury  may  or  may  not  redeem 
lew  notes  at  any  time  after  the  days  mentioned,  and  previous  to  their 
irity. 

have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  NEWBOLD,  President. 
on.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U.  S.t  Washington. 


L  28. 


Treasury  Department,  March  4, 1839. 

r  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  vxvtoxiv^ 
cannot  assent  to  the  proposition  for  the  exchange  of  TTeesurj  Ttota* 
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therein  contained,  without  further  inquiry,  and  until  I  may 
with  more  accuracy  as  m  the  exleut  of  the  liabilities  and 
Treasury  during  the  season. 

I  am,  ifcc, 

LEVI  WOODB 
Seer  eta  i  y  nf  t 
George  Newbold,  Esq., 

President  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 

P.  S.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  able  to  write  on  this  su 
and  explicitly. 


Treasury  Department,  M 
Sir:  In  further  explanation  on  the  subject  ol  Treasurj 
observe,  that  at  present  1  do  not  feel  justified  in  making  an; 
beyond  such  as  follow : 

If  the  Bunk  of  America  will  cancel  and  remit  here  three- 
lion  of  old  Treasury  notes  of  either  emission,  but  issued  b 
July  Inst,  1  will  send,  instead  of  the  amount  of  principal  ai 
Treasury  notes  bearing  date  the  day  you  cancel  and  remit 
understanding  is,  that  the  bank  will  hold  these  so  that  1  i 
hall  by  the  1st  day  of  October,  if  iu  funds,  and  the  other  ha 
November ;  and  il  I  conclude  to  redeem,  the  bank  shall  roc 
previous  notice. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  W 
George  Newbold,  Esq. 

P.  S.  la  a  few  weeks  I  can  decide  as  to  more  notes. 


LM. 

Bank  of  America,  M 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  6th  instant,  and 

tire  to  inform  you,  iu  reply,  that  we  will  agree  to  uxchangi 

ury  notes  now  held  by  the  batik,  for  new  six  per  cent,  i 
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L30. 

Treasury  Department,  March  11, 183d. 

lift :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ofvour  letter  of  the  8th  instant, 
anting  to  the  proposition  to  exchange  the  Treasury  notes  held  by  your 
k,  (say  $450,000,)  due  in  May  and  June  next,  for  new  Treasury  notes, 
ler  the  stipulation  that  the  department  may  redeem  them,  at  its  option, 
half  on  the  1st  of  October,  and  the  other  half  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
next. 

>n  making  up  the  schedules,  you  can  place  the  amount  due  on  the  day 
which  interest  is  computed,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  in  special  de- 
ite,  and  he  will  issue  Treasury  notes  bearing  that  date  for  the  amount ; 
i  on  the  verification  of  your  statement  by  the  accounting  officers,  a  draft 
f  be  placed  upon  the  deposite  in  your  favor  for  the  amounts ;  this  seems 
m  the  readiest  mode  of  making  the  proposed  exchange. 

I  am,  <&<x, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
3co*gk  Nbwbold,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Bank  of  America^  N.  Y. 

P.  8.  We  should  be  happy  to  have  you  take  up,  at  par,  weekly,  $60,000 
Treasury  notes  falling  due  at  any  time  before  the  1st  of  July,  and  to  can- 
p  and  remit  them  here  immediately.  If  you  can  get  those  due  before  the 
1  of  May,  you  can  take  up  $100,000  weekly,  until  otherwise  directed, 
trided  you  can  find  as  many. 

L.  W. 


L31. 


Bank  or  Amsrica,  March  13, 1839. 

Sin :  1  have  received  your  favor  of  the  11th  instant ;  and,  inieply,  I  havfe 
i  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we  forward  to  your  address,  by  the  mail  of 
•day,  two  sealed  packets,  A  No.  11,  and  B  No.  11,  containing  Treasury 
tes  of  the  second  emission,  amounting  to  -  -    $460,000  00 

thereon  to  this  day  .  .  .  -        21,01500 


*«■ 


f4Tl,01«00 

"II    I   II"  ,'H    H ■  I 

These  notes  are  all  cancelled,  and  are  forwarded  for  redemption  for  sc- 
um of  this  bank,  under  the  agreement  made  by  us  on  the  8th  instant,  aild 
wed  to  in  your  letter  of  the  Uth.  A  schedule  of  the  notes  is  enclosed  in 
e  of  the  packets. 

We  have  this  day  placed  the  sum  of  $471,015  to  the  credit  of  the 
aasttser  of  the  United  States,  in  special  deposite,  and  for  which  sum  you 
Hbe  pleased  to  direct  Treasury  notes  bearing  $  per  cent  -  interest*  and 
ted  this  day,  to  be  issued  andfomrded  to  this  bank^ia  coniomnty  with 
i  existing  agreement ;  the  whole  may  be  in  notes  of  $1,000  each,  or  they 
ly  all  be  of$5,000  each,  if  they  can  be  so  made,  and  to  be  made  payable 

5 
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to  the  order  of  D.  Thompson.    We  will  immediately  commence  thi 

chase  and  redemption  of  Treasury  notes,  agreeably  to  your  reqnea 

will  endeavor  to  procure  the  weekly  amount  mentioned  in  your  lettei 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sem 

j; ,  GEO.  NEWBOLD,  Presid 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  V.  &,  Washington. 

P.  S.  I  enclose  our  cashier's  certificate  of  the  deposite  of  $471,015, 

i!  tioned  in  this  letter.  Yours,  G. 

I 

V.  _ 


Certificate. 

Bank  of  America, 

New  York,  March  13,  II 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  sevul 
thousand  and  fifteen  dollars  has  this  day  been  placed  to  the  credit  I 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  special  deposite,  in  this  bank. 

$471,015. 

D.  THOMPSON,  Otfi 


L  32. 


\i  •  Treasury  Department,  April  26, 

Sir  :  As  the  time  approaches  when  most  of  the  outstanding  Treasury! 
issued  last  year  fall  due,  I  am  desirous  to  adopt  some  definite  arraoffl 
for  meeting  them,  with  as  little  general  disturbance  to  the  monetary i 
1  "t  j  of  the  commercial  community  as  may  be  practicable.    I  will,  thenii 

j  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  inform  me,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  vh 

i  your  bank  will  be  disposed  to  procure  and  surrender  $760,000  of  these  1 

ury  notes,  in  exchange  for  new  notes  under  the  late  law,  bearing  ioMf 
the  rate  of  6  per  cent.,  to  be  held  under  the  stipulation  that  this  deptdl 
j  if  in  funds,  may  redeem  them  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  present  Jl 

If  it  will  not  be  convenient  for  your  bank  to  undertake  the  proein 
amount  of  the  outstanding  notesr  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed  n 
your  bank  will  place  $760,000  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  ipedi 
posite,  in  exchange  for  a  similar  amount  of  new  Treasury  notes,  to  b 
under  a  similar  stipulation,  as  to  the  liberty  of  redeeming  them  thi 
quarter,  in  order  to  furnish  ample  means  for  redeeming  such  notsitf 
tall  due,  without  pressing  too  severely  upon  our  available  balances,  4 
may  become  necessary  for  the  current  expenditures  of  the  public  seiri 

I  am,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

^  Secretary  of  the  Trmm 

George  Newbold,  Esq., 

President  Bank  of  America,  Ne»  York. 


67  [476] 

L  33. 

Bank  of  America,  April  30, 1839. 

:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  26th  instant,  relative  to  the  redemp* 
'outstanding  Treasury  notes  and  the  issue  of  new  ones ;  and,  having 
ed  of  Messrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King,  who  hold  on  foreign  account 
illion  dollars  of  Treasury  notes  due  on  the  2d  June  next,  and,  also,  of 
iber  of  other  persons  holding  smaller  amounts  due  in  May,  June,  and 
[  find  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  effect,  at  this  time,  the  exchange 
ted  in  your  letter,  under  a  condition  that  the  notes  to  be  issued  shall 
d  so  that  the  Treasury  Department  may  redeem  them,  if  in  funds, 
'  the  last  quarter  of  the  present  year.  All  the  holders,  whom  1  have 
Ited,  directly  object  to  the  condition  that  would  oblige  them  to  hold 
ites  for  the  period  specified,  as  they  wish  to  be  at  liberty  to  render 
nvestments  available,  as  circumstances  shall  require,  or  as  their  in* 
i  or  convenience  shall  dictate.  If  you  could  make  the  notes  payable 
time  specified,  nil  difficulty  would  be  thereby  removed, 
reply  to  your  inquiry  whether  this  bank  will  agree  to  depoeite 
000,  or  other  sum,  to  the  credit  of  the  special  account  of  the  Treas- 
>f  the  United  States,  and  receive  the  amount  in  Treasury  notes,  on 
mdition  that  the  Treasury  Department  may  redeem  the  notes  during 
st  quarter  of  the  present  year,  1  must  beg  to  say  that  we  could  not  ven- 
o  make  the  arrangement  for  any  large  amount  beyond  that  now  held 
e  bank  under  the  like  condition.  I  have,  however,  the  pleasure  to  add, 
in  order  to  meet  your  views  and  effect  your  object  as  fully  and  effect- 
as  it  may  be  in  our  power,  we  are  willing  to  make  an  agreement  as 
a: 

roii  will  waive  the  condition  alluded  to,  for  the  optional  redemption  of 
>tes,  we  will  agree  to  deposite  the  sum  of  $1,500,000  to  the  credit  of 
ecial  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  will  receive 
lal  amount  of  6  per  cent.  Treasury  notes  ;  and  we  will  agree  to  sup- 
to  the  Treasury  for  redemption,  any  time'cTuring  the  last  quarter  of 
asent  year,  or  at  any  other  time,  *U  the  Treasury  notes  that  we  may 
lold ;  and  we  will  faithfully  endeavor  to  retain,  for  that  purpose,  as 
in  amount  as  possible.  We  shall  probably,  however,  find  it  necessary 
KMe  of  some  of  the  notes,  in  order  to  protect  and  keep  on  hand,  at  all 
an  ample  supply  of  specif  and  to  maintain  the  bank  in  a  strong  and 
condition  ;  and,  whenever  we  shall  make  sale  of  any  of  the  notes, 
H  endeavor  to  obtain  from  the  purchaser  such  a  condition  as  will  ena- 
to  include  them  in  the  amount  that  the  Treasury  may  redeem  at  the 


leving  that  this  arrangement  would  mainly,  perhaps  effectually,  ac- 
ish  the  object  that  you  nave  in  view,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  learn  that  it 
with  your  approbation  and  acceptance. 

ave  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  NEWBOLD,  President. 
q.  Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  V.  &,  Washing  ton. 


President  Bank  of  America,  Mew  York. 


i 
r 

!l 


i 


L35- 


Bank  or  America,  i 

Sir  :  Referring  to  out  recent  correspondence  in  relatioi 
new  Treasury  notes,  and  the  redemption  of  those  now  out 
now  the  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  the  following  propositi 

This  bank  will  agree  to  receive  one  million  of  dollars 
cent  Treasury  notes,  or  such  other  sum  as  you  may  wish 
ceeding  one  and  a  half  million,  and  will  place  the  amoum 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  special  deposite ;  i 
!|  advise  us,  after  the  expiration  of  four  months,  giving  us  si 

of  the  time  for  redemption,  we  will  engage  to  furnish  you  *\ 
at  par ;  and  if  we  shall  not  be  able  to  command  for  that  pi 
amount  at  that  time,  we  will  further  agree  that  we  will  si 
nish  you  with  the  balance,  aid  that  the  interest  thereon  ti 
Treasury  shall  cease  on  the  day  that  you  shall  have  speci 
tion  of  the  notes ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  this  bank  trill 
to  pay  the  interest  that  shall  accrue  on  the  notes  from  am 
and  our  accounts,  on  transmitting  th«?  notes  to  the  Treasui 
dered  in  conformity  :  it  being  understood,  however,  in  th 
that  the  funds  that  you  may  set  apart  ot  intend  for  the  ret 
notes,  shall  rest  with  the  bank  for  the  purpose. 

You  will  perceive  that  this  arrangement  will  effect  yoi 
tecting  the  Treasury  from  the  payment  of  interest  after  th 

Inovided  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes,  and  will  also,  a 
pava  the  hnnlr  sit.  lihprtv  tn  mnkp  thp  T'wwRiirv  notes  avail 
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L  36. 

Treasury  Department,  May  16, 1839. 

& :  Tour  proposition,  under  date  of  the  14th  instant,  is  accepted,  as  I 
iixious  to  make  a  final  arrangement,  which  shall  obviate  any  pressure 
rangement  in  the  money  market  by  means  of  the  large  redemption  of 
sury  notes,  rendered  indispensable  in  so  short  a  period  as  the  ensuing 
days. 

>u  can,  therefore,  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  special  depos- 
million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars,  and  remit  a  certificate  of  it  here  to 
and  he  will  at  once  forward  new  Treasury  notes  to  that  amount, 
ng  six  per  cent  interest 

ith  these  funds  I  wish  you  to  take  up,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  mil- 
of  notes  held  by  Prime  &  Co.,  ana  with  the  rest  to  redeem  other 
sury  notes  as  they  fell  due  and  are  offered  at  your  bank, 
inticipate  no  farther  trouble  in  disposing  of  the  whole  mass  of  oM 
jury  notes  still  out,  and  at  the  same  time  meeting  the  large  current 
oditures  of  the  department ;  though  at  times  your  bank  may  be  draw* 
i  considerably  in  the  operation,  but  I  trust  not  immediately, 
obably  in  the  course  oi  June  I  may  wish  you  to  take  the  other  qua*- 
F  a  million  of  dollars  on  the  same  terms ;  and,  indeed,  you  may.  coa- 
'  that  as  now  arranged  and  to  be  completed,  as  soon  as  enough  of  ttib 
emission  are  redeemed  to  justify  it 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
gorge  Newbold,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 


L  37. 


Bank  of  America,  May  17, 1839. 

it:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  thft 
instant,  advising  me  of  your  acceptance  of  our  proposition  relative  I? 
iury  notes,  as  contained  in  my  letter  to  you  of  die  14th  instant 
e  have,  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the  agreement,  this  day  placejj 
m  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  credit 
ft  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  special  deposite ;  and  I  shall  for- 
to  the  Treasurer  our  cashier's  certificate  thereof,  agreeably  to  your 

Bit 

m  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  Treasury  notes  made  payable  to  D. 

Upson,  dated  this  day,  and  all  to  be  of  the  denomination  of  one  thou- 

dollars  each. 

hall  lose  no  time  in  commencing  a  negotiation  with  Messrs.  Prime, 

I,  &  King,  for  the  one  million  of  Treasury  notes  held  by  them;  and 

on  as  it  shall  be  concluded,  I  will  advise  you  thereof 

*ill  be  an  accommodation  to  us  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  new  Treas- 

otes  as  early  as  they  can  be  conveniently  made  and  furnished ;  and  I 

fore  respectfully  request  that  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand 


.'  TREASURY   UEPARTMENT, 

I  ' 

■i  Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  this  morning, 

1  the  17th  instant 

The  Treasurer  will  transmit  you,  by  to-day's  mail, 
Treasury  notes,  and  the  balance  of  the  half  million  wit 
If  you  are  willing  to  take  (say)  $600,000  of  the  rei 
notes  of  $10,000  each,  the  issue  may  be  closed  immedis 
some  little  time  will  elapse  before  we  shall  be  able  to 
notes  for  the  whole  amount.  Pray  let  me  know  how  th 
your  purposes. 

I  am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOOD] 
Secretary  of 
George  Newbold,  Esq. 

President  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 


L39. 


Bank  of  America,  . 

Sir  :  I  have  made  an  agreement  with  Messrs.  Prime,  V 
give  them  new  Treasury  notes  for  the  Treasury  notes  nc 
on  foreign  account,  amounting  to  one  million  of  dollars 
2d  of  June;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  add,  that  the  lat 
taken  up  and  cancelled  by  this  bank  immediately  upon  c 
new  notes  from  the  Treasury  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  tout  c 

GEORGE  NEWBOL 
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nsmission  would  necessarily  be  delayed  to  the  next  day,  when  he 
uld  forward  to  us  the  sum  of  0600,000  in  Treasury  notes ;  we  shall 
refore  receive  them  to-morrow,  without  doubt 
Ln  reply  to  your  inquiry  concerning  the  denomination  of  the  notes,  I 
re  the  pleasure  to  say  that  we  are  quite  willing  to  receive  the  whole  of 
i  remaining  sum  in  notes  of  $10,000  each.  I  mentioned  in  a  former 
jet  notes  of  $1,000  each,  merely  to  show  that  we  had  no  wish  for  any 
tes  of  a  smaller  denomination  than  $1,000. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  NEWBOLD,  President. 
Son.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  tlve  Treasury  U.  &,  Washington. 


L41. 


Treasury  Department,  May  24, 1839. 

Sot:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  in- 
mt;  and  the  cancelled  Treasury  notes,  of  which  the  principal  is 
7,195,  have  been  referred  to  the*  proper  accounting  officers  for  settle- 
ent  in  your  favor. 

The  balance  of  the  new  Treasury  notes,  to  be  issued  upon  the  deposite 
the  17th  instant,  will  be  sent  from  the  Treasurer's  office  by  to-mor- 
ar,  I  understand. 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  a  small  parcel  of  forms  has  been  sent  to 
or  cashier.  More  will  be  transmitted,  if  needed,  as  soon  as  a  new 
pply  of  blanks  shall  be  printed. 

I  am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
George  Newbold,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 


L42. 


Bank  of  America,  May  24, 1839. 

Sir  :  I  forward  to  your  address,  by  this  day's  mail,  a  packet  (No.  24) 

Qtainine  Treasury  notes — 

Of  the  first  emission  -  -  $18,844  06 

Interest       -  -  1,108  14 

$19,952  20 

And  of  the  second  emission  -  172,500  10 

Interest        ....  10,349  55 

182,849  55 


Making    -    $202,801  75 

Treasury  notes  which  have  been  redeemed  and  cancelled  by  this  bank. 
Re  shall  this  day  receive  from  Messrs.  Prime,  Ward,  &  King,  $500,000 
the  Treasury  notes  due  on  the  2d  of  next  mouth,  <whk\v  \re  ^r&  wol- 
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c?l  and  forward  to  you  as  soon  as  we  can  make  out  a  schedule  of  A* 
The  remaining  $600,000  in  their  hands  will  be  surrendered  to  iu  fa 
redemption  as  soon  as  we  shall  receive  the  balance  of  the  new  Mb 
from  the  Treasurer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  nrn 

GEORGE  NEWBOLD,  PruUk*Q 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  * 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U.  &,  Washington.  4 

L43. 
Extract^  dated 

Treasury  Department,  May  27, 1SI 

Sir  :  The  balance  of  the  million  and  a  quarter  of  new  Treasury 
was  forwarded  on  Friday. 

I  am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,         , 
Secretary  of  the  Trmsy 
George  Newbold,  Esq., 

of  the  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 


L44. 

Treasury  Department,  June  10, 

Sir  :  In  my  letter  of  the  16th  of  May,  in  reply  to  your  propositi!  I 
take  a  million  and  a  half  of  the  new  Treasury  notes,  it  was  propoHdH 
a  million  and  a  quarter  be  immediately  issued  in  your  favor,  and  dill 
remaining  $260,000  would  be  issued  on  the  same  terms,  whtfV 
enough  of  the  first  emission  should  be  redeemed.  This  arranged 
having  been  completed,  excepting  so  far  as  relates  to  the  last  $250JMM 
has  become  desirable  to  know  whether  your  bank  considers  thatpfl* 
of  the  arrangement  as  definitively  settled.  If  so,  it  will  be  best,  pertujM 
carry  the  sum  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  at  once,  and  the  notes  > 
be  issued  as  fast  as  our  returns  of  redemptions  will  justify ;  and  it** 
end  of  the  month,  when  the  power  to  issue  shall  be  closed,  it  shaDf- 
pear  that  a  sufficient  sum  has  not  been  redeemed  to  justify  the  fki 
amount  to  be  issued,  directions  will  be  given  to  make  the  proper  Cov- 
entry for  such  sum  as  the  Treasury  notes  shall  not  cover. 

I  throw  out  this  suggestion  at  this  time,  for  a  two-fold  object :  isifei 
first,  that  if  your  bank  intended  to  be  understood  as  taking  the  $9pi 
proper  steps  for  making  the  issue  may  be  commenced  in  convenient  «► 
son ;  and,  secondly,  if  your  bank  does  not  wish  to  take  this  addttfll 
sum,  that  arrangements  may  be  immediately  closed  here,  to  accept  • 
of  the  propositions  made  by  other  parties,  and  not  yet  finally  deteflfltol' 
on.  I  will  therefore  thank  you  to  apprize  me  of  the  steps  you  ejprtt' 
take  in  the  matter,  without  delay. 

I  am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

_  Secretary  of  the  Trta&f 

George  Newbold,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  America,  New  York, 


73  £47«] 

* 

L46. 

Bank  of  America,  June  12, 1839. 

r  :  I  have  received  yonr  favor  of  the  10th  instant,  in  reference  to  the 
ining  $260,000  of  new  Treasury  notes,  referred  to  in  yonr  letter  of  the 
alt;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  this  bank  will 
them  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  that  apply  to  the  one  million 
i  quarter  taken  by  us  last  month.  Indeed,  I  considered  the  arrange- 
made  was  for  $1,600,000,  provided  yon  should  couclnde  to  issue  the 
ining  $260,000.  Your  letter  of  the  16th  May  so  expressed  it,  and 
h  was  in  accordance  with  our  proposition.  We  have,  therefore,  this 
riaced  the  sum  of  $260,000  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
By  in  special  deposite ;  and  I  transmit,  enclosed,  our  cashier's  certificate 
of.  The  Treasury  notes  may  all  be  for  $10,000  each, 
lave  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  NEWBOLD,  President 
ml  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U.  &,  Washington. 


L46. 


Tbdasuhy  Department,  June  15, 1839. 

ft :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th,  enclo- 
the  certificate  of  your  cashier  for  the  deposite  of  $260,000  to  the  credit 
i6  Treasurer,  to  be  exchanged  for  6  per  cent.  Treasury  notes.  The 
int  that  can  be  issued  under  the  existing  state  of  the  redemption  of  the 
iotas  will  be  forthwith  transmitted ;  and  as  old  ones  shall  be  returned, 
h  may  justify  further  issues  upon  this  deposite,  they  will  be  made  bear- 
ate  and  interest  after  such  redemption  at  the  Treasury,  it  being  the 
at  period  authorized  by  law. 

I  am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
eoroe  Newbold,  Esq. 

President  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 


M  1. 

Commercial  Bayk, 
P*rtsmmithy  February  22,  1839. 

e  ;  I  have  received  yonr  letter  of  the  18th  inst.,  inquiring  whether 
lank  would  be  willing  to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  special 
lire,  a  portion  of  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  which  may  be  issued, 
Id  the  bill  now  before  Congress  become  a  law. 
reply  to  which,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Commercial  Bank 
plaice  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  special  de- 
3,  forty  thousand  dollars,  on  receipt  of  that  amount  in  Treasury  notes, 
le  terms  stipulated  by  you,  to  be  drawn  for  by  the  Treasurer  as  the 


Treasury  Department,  j 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  22d  of  February  came  to  han 
The  law  authorizing  the  further  issue  of  Treasury  notes  t> 
having  passed,  I  shall  be  happy  to  direct  the  Treasurer  to 
under  the  stipulation  for  redemption  contained  in  mine  ol 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  certificate  of  your  cashier  that  the 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  special  deposite. 

The  Treasury  notes  will  bear  the  same  date  with  thece 
ite,  the  amount  ot  which  will  be  drawn  for  as  required  f< 
vice.    Should  the  exchange  of  a  further  amount  become  a 
dient,  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  advising  you. 
I  am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOOD 
Secretary  e 
Isaac  Wai.dron,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouti 


Portsmouth,  J 
I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  4th  i 


75  [  476  ] 

[See  letter  to  Bank  of  America,  L  98.] 

Nl. 

Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore, 

February  19, 1839. 

a  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  18th  in- 
.  This  institution  has  every  disposition  to  facilitate  the  fiscal  opera- 
i  of  the  department,  to  the  full  extent  that  its  means  will  justify ;  cir- 
scribed,  however,  in  its  ability,  by  the  moderate  amount  of  its  capital, 
raid  be  imprudent  in  me  to  pledge  the  bank,  specifically r,  in  the  pro- 
i  arrangement,  to  so  great  an  extent  as  you  might  desire.  I  will, 
aver,  if  agreable  to  you,  undertake  to  place  at  once  to  the  credit  of 
Freasurer,  on  the  terms  proposed,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
is,  to  be  drawn  for  as  the  disbursements  in  this  section  may  render 
ssary,  with  the  understanding  that  such  additional  amounts  as  occa- 
may  require,  and  the  resources  of  the  bank  may  justify,  shall  here- 
be  credited  to  his  account  on  similar  conditions. 
ith  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  HOWARD,  President. 
an.  Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


N2. 


Treasury  Department,  May  2, 1839. 

r  :  Will  you  please  to  inform  me  what,  if  any,  amount  of  money  (or 
Treasury  notes  surrendered)  you  will  be  willing,  on  the  1st  of  the 
iii£  month,  to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
tecial  deposite,  on  receiving  new  Treasury  notes,  subject  to  redemp- 
at  any  time  in  the  last  quarter  of  this  year,  if  the  Treasury  can  then 
nand  funds  for  that  purpose  ? 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
ie  Cashier  of  the  Franklin  Bank>  Baltimore. 


N3. 


Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore, 

May  3, 1839. 

& :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
istant.  In  reply,  I  am  instructed  to  sav  that  $50,000  will  be  placed 
e  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  this  institution,  on 
st  of  the  ensuing  month  ,(or  $100,000  if  more  desirable  to  your  views,) 
special  deposite" — if  the  latter  sum  is  selected,  an  early  reply  is  re- 
full  y  solicited ;  receiving  for  the  same  new  Treasury  notes  boarvxv% 
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an  interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum, "  subject  to  redemption  at  any  toe 
in  die  last  quarter  of  this  year,  if  the  Treasury  can  then  command  tea 
for  that  purpose." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  L.  HAWKINS,  Oubr. 
Hon.  Lbvi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  y  Washington. 

. *; 

N4.  '  , 

Treasury  Department,  May  4»  191 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  °£y°ur  letter  of  the  3d  nftf 
and  accept  ofyour  proposal  to  place  $100,000,  on  special  deposited  ii 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  on  the  1st  of  the 
month,  agreeably  to  the  terms  specified  in  your  letter. 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treastq 
The  Cashier  of  the  Franklin  Bank,  Baltimore. 


i 


N5. 


I 


Washington  City,  May  29, 1831 

Dear  Sir  :  I  enclose  a  letter  of  James  L.  Hawkins,  cashier  of  § 
Franklin  Bank,  Baltimore,  agreeing  to  transfer  the  $100,000  Trwj 
notes,  as  proposed  to  be  issued,  to  me,  provided  it  meets  yourappnMi 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  CORCORAK 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 


Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore, 

May  28, 18S 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  27th  instant  Id  rojr,I 
have  to  observe  that  this  institution,  in  agreeing  to  take  the  $10tyN  of 
Treasury  notes,  on  the  1st  of  June,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tmm 
was  done  with  a  view  to  accommodate  the  Treasury  Department  af  ■» 
as  any  thing  else.  • 

However,  as  you  appear  to  be  desirous  to  get  that  amount,  with  ttaf 

Gobation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  we  have  no  objection  lo  m 
ing  handed  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
_  „  „  JAMBS  L.  HAWKINS,  Oshm. 

W.  W.  Corcoran,  Esq.,  Washington. 
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01. 

Phcenix  Bank, 
Hartford^  (Conn.,)  May  1, 1839. 

itSL :  This  bank  has  held  a  considerable  amount  of  United  States  Treas- 
r  notes  the  last  year,  and  has  now  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
hand,  bearing  interest  at  sue  per  cent  per  annum.  Sixty-five  thousand 
lars  of  this  amount  is  due  and  payable  the  20th  and  21st  of  June  next 
Lag  desirous  of  holding  the  amount  as  long  as  they  draw  the  same  rate 
Jrterest,  I  am  desirous  of  exchanging  those  payable  in  June  for  others 
ring  a  longer  time  to  run.  Permit  me  to  inquire  whether  the  Treasury 
pertinent  will,  when  due,  or  any  time  prior  thereto,  give  me  those  of 
get  date  in  exchange.  I  should  be  glad  of  those  having  at  least  a  year 
nui. 

Very  respectfully,  4fcc 

GEORGE  BEACH,  President. 
Son.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


0  2. 

Treasury  Department,  May  4, 1839. 

Sta :  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant 
is  department  will  give  new  Treasury  notes,  having  a  year  to  run,  in 
shange  for  the  Treasury  notes  that  fall  due  in  June  next,  if  the  bank 
1  agree  to  hold  the  new  Treasury  notes,  and  permit  the  department  to 
eem  them,  if  it  has  funds  for  that  purpose*  at  any  time  after  the  1st  of 
lober  next,  on  giving  thirty  days'  notice ;  or,  the  department  will  pay 
i  money  now  in  New  York  for  the  old  Treasury  notes  which  the  bank 
ds. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  offer  any  better  terms  than  these. 

I  am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Tfcdmxfy. 
Hie  President  of  the  P/utniv  Bank, 

Hartford,  Conn, 


0  3. 


Phcbkix  Bank, 
Harfford,  (Oowuf)  Mtty  8, 1889* 

kg:  1  have  received  your  favor  of  the  4th  instant    The  conditions 
m  Which  you  agree  to  exchange  the,  Treasury  notes  aft  gatisfigtdjy* 
Please  say  if  the  present  time,  or  when  the  notes  we  have  are  <dne,  will 
most  agreeable  to  you  to  make  the  exchange,  and  What  Coutse  I  thall 
a  to  4fifrt  the  wchnogf. 

I  am,  &c. 

GEORGE  mpH,./ta»cfeaf. 
Son*  Levi  Woodbur*. 

Secretary  of  the  2Wury. 


will  Dear  aaie  we  same  aay. 

lam,  &c 

LEVI  W 

Secretary  o 
The  President  of  the  Phanix  Bank, 

Hartford,  Connecticut. 


0  5. 

PHtxmx 

Hartford,  ( Conn., 
Sut:  I  duly  received  your  favor  of  the  11th  instant,  i 
to  your  instructions,  send  herewith  seventy-eight  Treasi 
Twenty-six  of  five  hundred  dollars  each     - 
Fifty-two  of  one  thousand  dollars    - 
Interest  on  the  same,  computed  to  21st  instant 
Making  the  sum  of  $68,560  67]  as  per  accompanying  w 
If  agreeable  to  you  to  send  new  notes  for  the  whole  1 
interest,  please  do  so ;  if  not,  you  will  oblige  me  by  s 
New  York  for  the  interest 

With  respect,  ice. 

GEORGE  BEA 
Hod.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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PL 

Treasury  Department,  June  22, 1838. 

:  Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  inquiring  if  you  could  receive 

my  notes  for  a  further  special  deposite  in  specie,  to  the  extent  of 

X)  to  $25,000,  has  been  received. 

ive  the  pleasure  of  replying  that  you  can. 

q,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
ruBL  Lord,  Esq., 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

le  letter  to  which  this  is  a  reply,  in  part,  was  a  private  communica- 


[See  letter  to  Bank  of  America,  L.  23.] 

P  2. 

Piscataqua  Bank,  February  22, 1839. 

. :  Yours  of  the  18th  inst.  has  been  received.  I  herewith  enclose  a  cer- 
s  of  special  deposite  of  $50,000  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
1  States,  for  yon  to  retain  or  return  as  you  please.  The  certificate  is 
tied,  that,  if  funds  here  are  now  wanted,  the  Treasurer  may  draw  forth- 

le  course  of  business  would  admit  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  Gov- 

nt  to  deposite  their  drafts  with  us,  and  check  for  the  same  as  wanted, 

aid  increase  the  sum  to  your  probable  wants ;  and  you  may  put  us 

for  $60,000  to  $150,000,  as  such  an  arrangement  may  or  may  not 

ivenient 

h  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  LORD,  Cashier. 
i.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


P3. 


Portsmouth,  May  28, 1839. 

ar  Sir  :  If  the  department  should  want  funds  in  this  place  the  coming 
ij  I  should  be  happy  to  take  $211,000  of  Treasury  notes  any  time  the 
I  of  June,  and  would  agree  to  hold  them  for  one  year,  redeemable  at 
me,  at  your  pleasure,  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  amount  to  be 
L  in  special  deposite,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
Piscataqua  Bank.  The  Treasury  notes  would  be  holden  by  the 
gsBank. 

Yours,  (kc. 

SAMUEL  LORD. 
L  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury*  -V\  * 


Samuel  Lord,  Esq., 
■v,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 


i 


a  i. 

Manhattan  C 
;*  New  York. 

Sir  :  Will  you  be  pleased  to  inform  roe  whether  I  ai 

j  j  more  specie  in  deposite  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  tl 

j  and  give  certificates  of  deposite  for  the  same,  to  enable  the 

cure  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per 
I  for  the  amount? 

I  have  the  honor,  <fcc. 
|   .;  ROBT. } 

Cashier  Manhati 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


14 1  ft  3. 

Treasury  Department 

J»  StR:   I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  1 

instant,  inquiring  whether  further  deposites  of  specie  i 
the  special  credit  of  the  Treasurer  iu  your  bank,  to  be  exch 

;  ury  notes  and,  in  reply,  have  to  state  that,  at  present,  no 

for  that  purpose  can  be  recognised. 

The  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  some  months  since, 
sale  of  the  two  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pa 
ber,  1839,  and  September,  1840,  for  about  two  millions  each 
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Q3. 

Manhattan  Company,  New  York, 

February  20, 1839. 

[R :  I  have  received  your  much  respected  letter  of  the  18th  instant, 
ring  to  he  informed  whether  this  bank  "  would  be  willing  to  place  to 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  special  deposite,  a  portion  of  the  amount 
ch  may  now  be  required  for  disbursement  in  this  section  of  the  coun- 
n  exchange  for  Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
.,  under  the  stipulation  that  they  may  be  redeemed  by  the  department, 
-half  of  the  amount  at  such  time  after  the  1st  of  August  next  as  may 
amvenient,  and  the  other  half  after  the  1st  of  October  next" 
"our  letter  will  be  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors  to-morrow;  and, 
he  mean  time,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  have  entire  confidence 
they  will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  meet  your  views. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  WHITE, 
Cashier  of  Manhattan  Company. 
Ion.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Q4. 


Manhattan  Company,  New  York, 

February  21, 1839. 

■nt:  I  had  this  pleasure  yesterday,  and  have  submitted  your  letter  of 
18th  instant  to  the  board  of  directors  of  this  company,  and  I  am  in- 
cted  to  inform  you  that  they  will  receive  from  you  #1,000,000  of  Treas- 
notes,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  percent,  per  annum,  and  pass  the  same 
Unt  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  on  special  de- 
te,  should  you  deem  it  advisable  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  according  to 
proposals  contained  in  said  letter ;  of  which  Seteimination  you  will 
*e  to  advise  me  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

he  board  will  consider  it  a  favor  your  giving  them  such  reasonable 
te  of  the  redemption  of  said  notes  on  the  1st  of  August  and  1st  of  Oc- 
f  next  as  you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  do. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  WHITE, 
Cashier  of  MntUtattan  Company. 
On.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Q5. 


Treasury  Department,  March  4, 1839. 

t* :  The  bill  authorizing  the  further  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  a  lim- 
extent  having  become  a  law,  I  am  ready  to  direct  the  Treasurer  to 
e  $1,000,000,  under  the  stipulation  fot  redemption  contained  in  my 

6 
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letter  of  the  18th,  and  assented  to  in  yours  of  the  21st  ultii 
the  receipt  of  your  certificate  that  the  sum  in  question  has  been 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  special  deposite,  in  your  bai 
Treasury  notes  will  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  c 
the  date  of  your  certificate.  I  will  thank  you  to  redeem  all  the 
notes  issued  before  the  1st  day  of  July  last  which  you  may  be  a 
tain  at  par ;  please  cancel  them,  and  enter  them  upon  the  blank 
herewith  transmitted,  leaving  the  caption  of  the  schedule  in  blauli 
facilitate  the  settlement  in  the  Auditor's  Office  if  you  will  enter 
sued  before  and  after  the  21st  of  May  last  upon  separate  schedul 
less  you  shall  succeed  in  taking  up  a  considerable  amount  of  si 
weekly,  I  shall  occasionally  draw  upon  your  bank  for  current 
ments,  in  order  that  the  balance  of  public  money  in  your  banc 
unemployed. 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBU 
Secretary  of  the  Tn 
Robert  White,  Esq., 

Cashier  of  Manhattan  Company y  New  York. 


Q6. 


Manhattan  Company,  New  Yorj 

March  6, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  White,  the  cashi 
knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  esteemed  letter  of  the  4th  instant 
ing  us  that,  upon  receipt  of  our  certificate  of  #1,000,000  havi 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  this 
special  deposite,  you  were  ready  to  direct  that  officer  to  issue  Treasi 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  for  the  same 
from  the  date  of  such  certificate.  I  now  enclose  the  requisite  c 
of  such  deposite. 

I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  be  able  to  meet  your  views  in  the  iw 

of  such  Treasury  notes  issued  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July  last  a 

presented  for  payment  to  us,  at  par,  having  them  cancelled  and  ei 

you  direct  in  the  schedules  which  we  have  received  by  this  mail, 

a  separate  account  of  those  issued  before  and  after  the  21st  of  M 

feel  confident  we  shall  be  able  to  redeem  a  considerable  amount 

notes  weekly. 

I  have  the  honor,  ike, 

M.  GELST0! 

President  of  Manhattan  Dm 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Q7. 


Treasury  Department,  April 26, 

Sir  :  As  the  time  approaches  when  most  of  the  outstanding  7 

Botes  issued  last  year  fell  due,  I  am  anxious  to  adopt  some  dei 
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•erne at  for  meeting  them,  with  as  little  disturbance  to  the  monetary  af- 
of  the  commercial  community  as  may  be  practicable.  I  will,  there- 
,  be  obliged  if  you  will  inform  me,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  whether 
r  bank  will  be  disposed  to  procure  and  surrender  $750,000  of  these 
asury  notes  in  exchange  for  new  notes  under  the  late  law,  bearing  in- 
rt  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  to  be  held  under  the  stipulation  that  this 
utmeat  may,  if  in  funds,  redeem  them  during  the  last  quarter  of  the 
ent  year. 

? it  will  not  be  convenient  for  the  Manhattan  Company  to  undertake 
procuring  that  amount  of  the  outstanding  notes,  I  shall  be  glad  to  be 
rmed  whether  it  will  place  $750,000  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in 
rial  deposite,  in  exchange  for  a  similar  amount  of  new  Treasury  notes, 
e  held  under  a  similar  stipulation  as  to  the  liberty  of  redeeming  them 
last  quarter,  in  order  to  furnish  ample  means  for  redeeming  such  notes 
ill  due,  without  pressing  too  severely  upon  our  available  balances, 
ch  may  become  necessary  for  the  current  expenditures  of  the  public 
•ice. 

Jiy  sum,  more  or  less  than  that  above  specified,  may  be  proposed  for, 
exceeding  $1,500,000;  and  the  time  for  effecting  the  proposed  ex- 
nge  may  be  the  1st  of  June  next. 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Robert  White,  Esq., 

Cashier  of  Mariliattan  Company ,  New  York. 


a  8. 


Manhattan  Company,  April  30, 1839. 

*R :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  your  much  respected  letter  of  the  26th  in- 
t,  inquiring  "  whether  this  bank  would  be  disposed  to  procure  and 
ender  $750,000  (dollars)  of  old  Treasury  notes,  in  exchange  for  new 
s,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum,  under  the  stip- 
ion  that  the  Treasury  Department  may,  if  in  funds,  redeem  them  du- 
the  last  quarter  of  the  present  year." 

regret  exceedingly  that  it  will  not  be  in  our  power  to  undertake,  at 
moment,  the  procuring  that  amount  of  Treasury  notes  upon  the  terms 
K>sed ;  and  that  we  arc  also  unable  to  place  that  sum  to  the  credit  of 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  special  deposite,  in  exchange  for  a 
ilar  amount  of  new  Treasury  notes. 

*h&  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  making  such  exchange  as  you  con- 
plate  arises  from  our  being  obliged  to  retain  the  new  notes  in  ourpos- 
ion,  under  the  contingency  that  you  may,  if  in  funds,  redeem  them  in 
last  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year.  If  we  were  at  liberty  to  pass  them  away, 
you  were  willing  to  take  the  chance  of  our  procuring  them  for  redemp- 
.  when  the  Treasury  were  in  funds  for  that  purpose,  there  would  be 
difficulty  in  making  the  arrangement  for  the  discharge  of  those  shortly 
•ecome  due.  But  you  will  see,  with  the  limitation  you  propose  as  to 
right  to  redeem  the  new  notes,  they  would  be  quite  unavailable  to  us. 
»Uld  you  determine  to  make  the  exchange  of  new  for  old  notes,  with- 
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out  restriction  as  to  redemption,  it  will  afford  me  much  ; 

(ate  the  same,  and  1  have  the  best  reason  to  believe 

accomplished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obcdit 

ROBERT 

Cashier  Manhai 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


[See  Ictier  to  Bank  of  America,  L  23.] 
Rl. 

Merchants'  B 

Boston,  Fibr 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  ; 

18th  instant,  requesting  to  be  informed  whether  this  bank . 

Congress  should  empower  the  Treasury  Department  to 

ury  notes  authorized  by  die  act  of  May  last,  would  be  w 

the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  special  depositc,a  portion  t 

may  now  be  required  foi  disbursement  in  this  section  o 

exchange  for  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  c 

der  the  express  stipulation  that  they  may  be  redeemed  b; 

— one  half  of  the  amount  at  such  time  after  the  1st  day 

as  may  be  convenient,  and  the  other  half  after  the  1st  day 

I  am  authorized  by  the  directors  to  state,  in  reply,  thi 

will  receive  from  the  department,  in  conformity  to  the 

any  amount  of  the  said  notes,  not  exceeding,  in  all,  the  i 

dred  thousand  dollars;  provided  the  sum  thus  furnished, 

credit  of  the  Treasurer,  be  gradually  drawn  for  during  tru 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANKLIN  HA VI 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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ag  interest  from  the  date  of  the  deposite,  to  be  held  by  your  bank 

r  the  before-mentioned  stipulation.    This  special  deposite  will  be 

ii  for,  from  time  to  time,  as  wanted,  to  redeem  Treasury  notes  falling 

and  the  current  public  expenditure. 

lien  the  law  shall  pass,  a  further  correspondence  will  be  held  with 

d  to  the  balance  of  the  sum  you  propose  to  take. 

ould  it  unexpectedly  happen  that  the  law  does  not  pass,  the  proposed 

icate  of  deposite  for  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  will  be  immedi- 

returned.  I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
anklin  Haven,  Esq., 

President  Merc/iants'  Bank,  Boston. 


R  3. 


Merchants9  Bank, 

Boston,  March  4,  1839. 

i :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
>f  the  1st  instant,  stating  that  the  Treasurer  has  been  directed  to  remit 
i,  for  account  of  pensions,  a  draft  on  the  Mint  for  $200,000  ;  and.  also, 
f  this  bank  will  place  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  special  deposite, 
im  of  $200,000,  and  forward  to  him  a  certificate  of  the  deposite,  he 
ransmit,  in  return,  an  equal  amount  of  6  per  cent.  Treasury  notes, 
\g interest  from  the  date  of  the  deposite;  to  be  held  by  this  bank  under 
ipnlation  for  redemption  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo, 
conformity  to  your  proposal,  I  have  this  day  caused  the  sum  of 
,000  to  be  carried  to  the  special  credit  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  books 
is  bank,  and  a  certificate  of  the  deposite  to  be  forwarded  to  him. 
len  the  Treasury-note  bill  shall  have  become  a  law,  I  shall  be  happy 
advised  of  your  wishes  respecting  the  balance  of  the  sum  which  this 
has  proposed  to  take, 
m,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANKLIN  HAVEN,  President. 
n.  Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 


•    • 


R  4. 


Merchants'  Bank, 

Boston,  March  4, 1839. 

i :  In  conformity  to  a  proposal  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
wry,  under  date  of  the  1st  instant,  1  have  this  day  caused  to  be  placed 
ar  special  credit,  on  the  books  of  this  bank,  the  sum  of  $200,000 ;  a 
icate  of  which  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose.  In  consideration 
ving  placed  this  sum  at  your  disposal,  an  equal  amount  of  Treasury 
,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum,  is  to  be  trans* 
1  to  me,  provided  the  Treasury-note  bill  has  become  a  law ;  and  the 


I 

I 


Merchants' 
Boston^  Jk 
$200,000. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  State 
I  in  this  bank,  to  the  credit  of  his  special  account,  two  hi 

I  dollars. 

C.  H.  ELDR1D 


■. 


R  5. 

H  '  t 

1  

Treasury  Department, 

i  ■  ■ '  Sir  :  Will  you  please  to  inform  me  what,  if  any,  amoui 

■  t  .  old  Treasury  notes  surrendered)  you  will  be  willing,  on 

ensuing  month,  to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  tl 

Iin  special  deposite,  on  receiving  new  Treasury  notes,  subje 
at  any  time  in  the  last  quarter  of  this  year,  if  the  Treasur 
j  L  mand  funds  for  that  purpose  1 

*  I  am,  <fcc., 

LEVI  WOODBU] 
■  Secretary  of  t 

Cashier  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  Boston. 


R  6. 


Merchants'  1 
Boston.  A 
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ring  the  ensuing'month,  this  bank  will,  if  desired,  place  to  the  credit 

3  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  special  deposite,  two  or  three 

red  thousand  dollars,  in  exchange  for  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest 

j  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  made  payable  at  a  future  day 

n. 

m,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  ELDRIDGE,  Cashier. 
<n.  Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  C. 


R7. 


Treasury  Department,  May  20, 1839. 

i:  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  in- 
,  this  morning,  apprizing  me  that  the  Merchants9  Bank  will  not, 
ibly,  find  it  convenient  to  take  Treasury  notes  in  exchange  for 
under  the  proposed  stipulation  for  their  redemption,  at  the  option  of 
epartment,  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year ;  but  will  be  willing  to  ex- 
ge  $200,000  or  $300,000  for  Treasury  notes  made  payable  at  a  day 
in,  and  not  to  be  paid  off  before  that  period  arrives, 
tder  existing  prospects,  it  is  not  deemed  expedient  to  make  the  issue 
the  terms  suggested  in  your  letter. 

I  am,  &c, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
H.  Eldridge,  Esq., 
Cashier  of  Merchants'  Bank,  Boston. 


R8. 


Merchants'  Bank, 

Boston,  May  23, 1839. 

, :  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  condition  of  this 

will  justify  our  taking  a  limited  amouat  of  Treasury  notes,  in  con- 

y  to  the  terms  submitted  in  your  letter  to  the  cashier  of  this  bank, 

'  date  of  the  2d  instant. 

t  still  be  your  wish  to  effect  a  loan,  as  then  proposed,  this  bank  will, 

;ired,  on  or  before  the  1st  proximo,  place  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 

>f  the  United  States,  in  special  account,  any  sum  not  exceeding 

900,  in  exchange  for  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of 

r  cent  per  annum,  and  subject  to  redemption  by  the  department  in 

st  quarter  of  this  year. 

ive  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANKLIN  HAVEN,  President. 
l.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary frf  the  Treasury. 


LEVI  WOOUBUI 

Secretary  3 
Franklin  Haven,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Merchant^  Bank,  Boston. 


R9. 

Merchants'  1 

Boston, 

Sir:  Having  been  apprized  by  the  collector  of  this 

probably  be  agreeable  to  the  Treasury  Department  to  is: 

in  ox.hantre  tor  §;100,00l)  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Tre 

ted   States,  the  same  amount  of  Treasury  notes   lioarin 

rate  of  six  per  cent.,  and  redeemable  hi  one  year,  or  soon 

partment  be  desirous  of  anticipating  the  payment  oft 

transmit  a  certificate  for  $100,000,  placed  to  the  credit  of 

the  books  of  this  bank,  in  accordance  with  the  proposed 

it  be  not  your  pleasure  to  forward  inc  the  Treasury  note 

return  the  certificate,  and  I  vill  cause  the  entry  to  be  ca 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  villi  great  respevt,  your  obedi 

FRANKLIN  HAVJ 

Hon.  IiBVI  WoolHilHY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington.  D.  (J. 


R10. 
Trkasury  Depart/men- 
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[See  letter  to  Bank  of  America,  L  2*2.] 

S  1. 

Bank  of  Virginia,  February  21,  1839. 

if r  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant, 
airing  "  whether  the  Bank  of  Virginia  will  be  willing  to  place  to  the  credit 
lie  Treasurer,  in  special  deposite,  a  portion  of  the  sum  which  may  soon 
required  for  disbursement  in  this  section  of  the  country,  in  exchange 
Treasury  notes  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent.,  under  the 
>ress  stipulation  that  they  may  be  redeemed  by  the  department,  one 
f  of  the  amount  at  such  time  after  the  1st  of  August  next  as  may  be 
tvenient,  and  the  other  half  after  the  1st  of  October  next." 
This  hank  will  readily  do  any  thing  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the 
aasury  Department  that  present  circumstances  will  safely  admit  of. 
ing  to  the  small  amount  of  banking  capital  in  this  place,  the  applica- 
s  for  individual  loans  are  more  numerous  than  the  banks  can  satisfy, 
his  state  of  things,  we  cannot  venture  to  extend  our  loans  in  any  shape, 
2ss  we  can  receive  something  in  exchange,  that  may  be  available,  if 
sssary,  to  meet  the  reflux  of  our  circulation.  It  will  consequently  be 
?ssary,  in  making  the  exchange  you  propose,  that  we  should  be  at  liberty 
ispose  of  such  a  portion  of  the  Treasury  notes  we  should  receive  as 
^exigencies,  from  the  increased  circulation,  may  require.  If,  by  the 
ress  stipulation  that  they  may  be  redeemed  by  the  department  after  the 
of  August  and  1st  of  October,  at  the  convenience  of  the  department, 
contemplated  that  we  shall  be  bound  to  hold  the  entire  amount  in  our 
ession  until  those  dates,  1  do  not  perceive  how  we  can  safely  make 
exchange  without  reducing  our  individual  loans.  That  difficulty, 
ever,  can  be  surmounted,  provided  it  can  be  so  expressed  on  the  face 
otes  as  to  preclude  the  reception  of  them  for  public  dues  before  the 
^nated  periods,  which,  I  suppose,  is  the  object  of  the  department, 
sveral  of  our  merchants  are  making  heavy  investments  in  the  west  and 
south  in  tobacco  and  cotton,  and  would  perhaps  find  such  notes  a  good 
i ura  of  remittance  to  those  quarters,  whence  they  might  not  return  until 
*  the  time  it  may  be  convenient  to  redeem  them.  1  make  this  observa- 
to  show  our  desire  to  comply  with  your  proposition  to  the  utmost  of 
ability.  You  cau  form  a  more  correct  estimate  of  the  extent  of  dis- 
iements  in  this  quarter  than  1  can.  The  payment  of  the  pensions  is 
chief  expenditure  in  Richmond,  and  1  take  this  occasion  to  say  that 
have  been  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  conducting  the  pension  agency 
*,  considerable  time  without  any  remuneration  whatsoever.  I  presume, 
'ever,  that  you  include  the  disbursements  at  Norfolk  in  your  proposi- 
,  and  of  them  I  have  no  means  to  estimate  the  amount  I  therefore 
e  it  to  you  to  determine  the  sum  to  be  exchanged,  should  it  be  your 
rare  to  adopt  that  measure,  with  the  conditions  above  mentioned— that 
bat  we  should  be  allowed  to  dispose  of  such  a  portion  of  the  Treasury 
is  as  our  increased  circulation  might  demand,  pledging  tho  bank,  at  the 
<e  time,  not  to  extend  its  business  a  single  dollar  on  account  of  this 
ration. 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BROCKENBROUGH,  President. 
Ion.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  (he  Treutury. 
7 


rne  Treasury  notes  win  curry  i  merest  at  o  per  cern 
the  certificate  of  deposite.  The  funds  so  deposited  will  i 
time  to  time,  to  meet  the  current  expenditure  at  Norfolk  . 
Under  the  existing  prospect  of  the  public  resources  d 
does  not  appear  lo  be,  at  present,  the  duty  of  this  departi 
portion  of  the  notes  authorized,  excepting  upon  the  stipu 
tion  already  mentioned.  I  cannot,  therefore,  accede  to  y 
issue  Treasury  notes  to  be  negotiated  to  other  parties, . 
option,  until  the  legal  period  of  their  redemption  shall  at 
1  am,  <fcc, 

LEVI  WOODBUR 
Secretary  i_ 
John  Brockenbhouhh,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  Rkhmon 


S  3. 

Treasury  Department, 
Sir:  As  other  hanks  and  individuals  have  offered  t 
the  Treasury  notes  just  authorized  to  be  issued  in  exchs 
larger  aggregate  than  the  public  exigencies  at  present 
convenience  will  not  be  affected  by  the  acceptance  or  n 
of  Virginia  to  make  the  deposite  to  the  special  credit  of  tl 
gested  in  my  letter  of  yesterday.  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
nation,  in  view  of  the  spirit  of  accommodation  expressei 
the  21st  ultimo,  that  your  bank  may  not  be  induced  to  n 
proposed  in  my  letter  of  the  18th  of  February,  excepting 
pect  of  its  own  convenience,  as  that  of  the  department  x 
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S  4. 

Bank  of  Virginia,  March  7, 1839. 

r  letters  of  the  4th  and  5th  were  received  yesterday.  As  it  is 
o  consequence  to  the  Treasury  Department  whether  this  bank 
Treasury  notes  or  not,  I  have  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  sus- 
ecision  in  regard  to  the  $200,000  of  those  notes  until  after 
;t,  to  afford  me  an  opportunity  to  consult  the  board  of  directors, 
e  held  on  that  day ;  but  I  do  not  desire  to  put  the  department 
st  inconvenience  on  the  subject.  At  all  events,  I  want  850,000 
ds  and  myself,  and  will  forward  the  cashier's  certificate,  on 
that  amount  being  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
>  on  special  deposite  in  this  bank, 
t  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours, 

JOHN  BROCKENBROUGH. 
i  Woodbury, 
tary  of  the  Treasury. 


S  5. 


Bank  of  Virginia,  March  12,  1839. 

:lose  a  certificate  of  deposite  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of 
tates  in  this  bank  for  fifty  thousand  dollars  on  "special  deposite," 
iu  will  be  pleased  to  cause  that  sum  to  be  remitted  in  Treasury 
cashier.  The  Treasury  notes  will  be  kept  in  bank  until  the 
emption  designated  in  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo. 
I  have  the  honor,  <fcc., 

JOHN  BROCKENBROUGH, 

President. 
i  Woodbury. 
tary  of  the  Treasury. 


S  5. 


Treasury  Department,  May  2,  1839. 

1  you  please  to  inform  me  what,  if  any,  amount  of  money  (or 
j  notes  surrendered)  you  will  be  willing,  on  the  1st  of  the  en- 
,  to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on 
;ite,  on  receiving  new  Treasury  notes,  subject  to  redemption  at 
the  last  quarter  of  this  year,  if  the  Treasury  can  then  command 
it  purpose? 

1  am,  <fcc., 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
3ident  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 


\ 
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S  6. 

Bank  of  Virginia,  May  3. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  letter  I  have  to-day  received  from  you,  I 
say  that  we  hold  no  old  Treasury  notes ;  and  that  such  is  the  reflux  of 
culation,  that  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  to  us  to  place  mone 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  1st  of  next  month.  In  truth,  I  ha 
time  known  a  much  heavier  pressure  on  this  bonk  than  at  present. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

JOHN  BROCKENBROI 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 


26th  CoNORBss,  [  SENATE.  ] 

IstSunm. 


RESOLUTION 

IN  RELATION 

To  the  payment  of  claims  far  revolutionary  service* 


Mat  19, 1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Pierce  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  it  is  apparent  that  great  frauds  have  been  practised 
last  few  years  upon  Congress,  in  the  prosecution  of  claims  gro 
revolutionary  services :  and  whereas  the  Government,  in  con 
the  loss  of  a  large  portion  of  its  records  by  fire,  and  otherwise, 
quate  means  of  protection  against  such  frauds :  therefore. 

Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,)  That  it  is  just  and  < 
insist  upon  the  bar  interposed  by  the  statutes  of  limitations  to  al 
the  payment  of  which  provision  was  made  prior  to  1800,  unless  t 
shall  first  make  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  cause  or  caus 
since  that  period,  and  sustain  his  application  by  documentary  e 

Blair  &£Ri?  es,  printers. 
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1st  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  19, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Williams  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

He  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
widow  of  Joseph  S.  Cannon,  late  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension,  report : 

That  from  the  petition  it  appears  that  the  deceased  was  not  in  the 
cvice  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  his  death ;  and,  however  liberal 
ingress  has  been  in  pensioning  the  widows  of  officers  in  the  naval 
rvice,  the  case  of  the  petitioner  is  not  within  any  principle  heretofore 
opted,  and  the  committee  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  extend  the  bounty 

tne  Government  to  any  new  class  of  cases.  The  petitioner  allege! 
*t  her  deceased  husband  was  detailed  in  1817  to  the  schooner  Asp,  for 
B  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  survey  of  the  southern  coast ;  which  duty, 
ing  attended  with  great  exposure,  greatly  impaired  his  health,  and  ww 
oductive  of  an  injury  which  invalidated  and  rendered  him  incapable  of 
iy  active  pursuit ;  in  consequence  of  which,  in  1828,  he  was  dismissed. 

midshipman,  and  appointed  sailingmaster,  and  was  subsequently  dis- 
tanced from  service,  and  died  in  1832. 

The  petitioner  does  not  allege  that  her  husband  was  wounded  im. 
Gttle,  or  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  line  of  duty ;  but  infers  thai  his 
«th  was  consequent  upon  the  hardships  of  the  service  in  which  he  was- 
iftaged.    It  is  too  much  for  the  committee  to  assume  that  the  death 

Mr.  Cannon  in  1832  was  the  consequence  of  his  sufferings  in  181T; 
id  there  being  no  proof  in  the  case,  they  report  the  following  resolution : 
Jtesohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 

Mr  6  Ri?esj~prixiieis. 


*. 


I 
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MEMORIAL 

or 

.  NUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OF  WASHINGTON  CITY, 

PRAYING 

t 

option  of  measures  to  compel  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  wind  up  their  affairs. 


May  19,  1810. 

Laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the   Untied 

States  : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  citizens  of  Washington, 

:tfully  represents  : 

the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
ss  and  palpable  violation  of  their  charters,  by  which  valuable  privi- 
ere  conferred  upon  them;  that  it  is  an  outrage  upon  the  moral  sense 
ommunity  in  which  they  are  situated,  debasing  and  demoralizing 
mdency  and  example,  and  a  grievous  injury  and  oppression  ppon 
ho  are  compelled  to  take  their  notes  at  their  nominal  value  in  pay- 
r  their  labor. 

the  mere  association  of  a  number  of  individuals  in  the  form  of  a 

*d  company  gives  them  no  license  for  dishonesty,  or  impunity  for 

u  their  aggregate,  more  than  in  their  individual  capacity. 

the  banking  institutions  of  the  District,  having  been  chartered  pro- 

f  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  and  convenience  of  the 

ints  thereof,  we  are  the  best,  and  should  be  the  only,  judges  in  what 

our  interests  and  convenience  are  best  promoted. 

at  the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  banks  of  this  District,  in  the 

week  of  October,  1839,  they  had  in  circulation  upwards  of  seven 

i  thousand  paper  dollars,  which  by  that  act  were  depreciated  12| 

I.,  inflicting  a  loss  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  on 

lers  thereof;  that  the  rates  of  depreciation  since  that  period  have 

from  12£  to  8  per  cent.,  thus  filching  from  the  working-man  from 

nh  to  one-twelfth  of  the  nominal  amount  received  as  the  wages  of 

r. 

the  practical  operation  of  this  state  of  things  in  the  District  is,  that 
tose  who  are  in  the  service  of  the  Government  receive  their  compen- 

.live*,  printer*. 
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satioD  in  gold  and  silver,  their  neighbors  are  compelled  to  recei 
turn  for  their  labor,  depreciated  bank  paper ;  thus  constituting,  em 
erne  currency  for  the  Government  and  another  for  the  people. 

They  therefore  pray  your  honorable  body  to  take  such  mease 
at  the  earliest  possible  day  compel  the  banks  of  the  District  to  ful 
ligations  by  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  or  that  they  I 
to  assign  their  property  for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors,  and  wii 
•flairs. 


J.  W.  Marlow 
W.  C.  Goddard 
Hezekiah  Sipe 
Richard  Streeks 
P. J.  Collier 
Saml.  Robinson 
Math.  Horning 
David  P.  Glasco 
Thoa.  Tanner 
Cory  Pratt 
Joseph  Hooton 
Louis  Vivan 
Thos.  Jordan 
Daniel  Nab 

his 
John  x  Thompson 

mark 
Samuel  Lawrence 
Geo.  ffm.  Hughes 
James  Fitzgerald 
Win.  Godfrey 
William  Griffin 


J.  S.  Ball 
Elias  Barnes 
Daniel  Serrin 
Nicholas  Funk 
P.  W.  Jerthington 
William  Boyd 
James  Watson 
Conrad  Shurger 
Allen  Duloy 
Levi  Biggs 
Ignatius  King 
Robert  B.  Hughes 
James  L.  Smith 
George  Miller 
John  Uniack 
Robert  M.  Harrison 
Richard  Pierce 
Thomas  Kavanagh 
M.  P.  Mohan 
Thos.  Doyle 
Thomas  Jones. 


Tohgrbss,  [  SENATE.  ]  f  499 1 


Session. 


MEMORIAL 

f 

or 

UMBER  OF  HATTERS  IN  THE  CITY  AND  STATE  OF 

NEW  YORK, 

PRATING 

The  imposition  of  a  duty  on  silk-hats. 


May  19,  1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  onkud  to  be  printed. 

?  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

\  undersigned,  employers,  journeymen  hatmakero,  and  finishers,  of 
y  and  State  of  New  York,  respectfully  solicit  the  interference  of  your 
ible  body  in  protecting  the  trade,  of  which  we  are  members,  from  the 
is  effects  we  experience  by  the  increasing  influx  of  silk-hats,  maun* 
xl  in  foreign  countries  ;  your  memorialists  having  been  hitherto  de- 
from  that  depreciation  of  wages  which  follows  competition,  from  the 
te  of  European  labor,  by  a  duty  levied  on  hats  made  exclusively,  of 
ill  now  proceed  to  inform  your  honorable  body,  that,  as  no  duty 
on  hats  made  of  silk,  the  foreign  capitalist  has  availed  himself  of  this 
ad  accordingly  inundates  our  markets  with  this  article,  to  the  serious 
ent  and  injury  of  our  business.  We  also  pray  you  to  notice,  that  the 
>f  the  silk-hat,  is  made  of  fur ;  and  as  Congress  have  not  applied  a 
uherwise  than  on  the  hat  in  its  finished  state,  our  foreign  competitor* 
hipments  of  what  is  denominated  the  fur-body ;  and  so  large  is  the 
ty  of  this  article  conjoined  with  the  amount  of  silk-hats  .which  are 
>d  through  the  same  source,  that  the  great  body  of  hatters  in  the  Uni- 
ites  are  thus  deprived  of  employment. 

ir  memorialists  regret  that  they  are  forced  to  invoke  the  .aid  of  your 
Lble  body,  inasmuch  as  the  application  may  be  construed  into  an  lia- 
ble view  of  the  patriotism,  the  industry,  and  capacity,  of  the  hattel* 
United  States.  To  obviate,  however,  any  impression  of  this  kind,  uje 
t  due  to  ourselves  to  assign  the  reasons  which  have  led  to  the  adop- 
our  present  course,  and  an  explanation  involving  our  views  of  the. 
istances  which  operate  against  us  in  meeting  the  productions  of  *t)b 
ean  laborer  on  our  own  soil,  and  in  our  own  markets,  may  be,  perhaps, 
it  evidence,  that  we  are,  at  least  partially,  acquainted  with  the  causes 
prevent  us  from  successfully  competing  with  the  operatives  of  other 
8.  Unlike  some  other  branches  of  manufacturing,  we  neod  no  pro* 
i  to  bring  us  to  a  parallel  with  the  best  workmanship  of  .Europe ;  for 
feuowledged,  that  we  produce  as  substantial  and  finished  an  artiole, 
short  a  time  as  are  to  be  seen  elsewhere.    Why  is  it,  jlhen,  that  the 


id  Rives,  printer*. 
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ibreign'manufacturer  is  able  to  furnish  a  bat  at  about  half  the  price  foi 
it  can  be  produced  in  this  country.  The  answer  to  this  question  is 
portance,  not  only  as  it  bears  on  our  own  branch  of  trade,  but  that 
lively  extends  to  every  species  of  the  manufacturing  interest 

By  looking  at  the  structure  of  the  governments  of  the  people  who 
competitors,  we  cannot  observe  that  the  system  is  peculiarly  adapte 
cite  or  give  an  impetus  to  the  industry  of  their  laboring  subjects, 
the  practical  workings  of  the  form  under  which  the  operatives  < 
nations  subsist,  rather  tends  to  destroy  all  incentive  to  the  steady 
I  and  development  of  the  mechanic  arts.    Is  it  not  lamentably  true,  t 

der  the  governments  adverted  to,  the  people  are  obliged  to  labor 
hope  ?  for  them  there  is  no  chance  of  elevation  in  the  scale  of  civil 
born  to  servitude,  the  exactions  of  the  tax-gatherer  adhesively  bin 
to  their  ever-toiling  destiny.  With  a  people  so  situated,  labor  is  < 
and  regarded  as  an  entailed  evil.  American  working-men,  from  tin 
rior  advantages  of  a  republican  form  of  government,  view  it  in  a  < 
light,  simply  because  industry  and  frugality  guaranty  to  its  possessor 
station,  and  happiness. 

Yet,  with  such  favorable  advantage  on  the  side  of  the  operatives 
States,  there  is  a  system  engrafted  upon  the  transactions  of  trad 
completely  contravenes  and  annuls  the  blessings  which  our  posil 
condition  otherwise  warrant  The  system  to  which  we  allude,  n 
the  manufacture  and  circulation  of  paper  as  a  substitute  for  the  u 
which  ancient  and  the  majority  of  modem  nations  have  used  foe 
ternal  as  well  as  external  purposes  of  traffic.  It  is,  therefore,  to  the 
tion  of  paper  for  the  operations  of  internal  trade,  instead  of  the  use 
money,  that  we  must  attribute  our  inability  to  produce  hats  at  as  lo 
as  those  countries  wherein  the  more  solid  currency  prevails.  If  it  i 
for  this  false  money  system  there  would  be  no  need  of  embamssii 
gross  with  applications  to  levy  duties  on  the  manufactured  articles 
nations. 

In  our  commercial  transactions  with  France,  England,  Germai 

we  are  made  to  use  the  same  standard  of  value ;  if  any  surplus  aril 

our  intercourse  with  these  countries,  the  balance  accruing  to  eithe 

acted  in  specie.    Our  internal  dealings  with  each  other  are,  howet 

ducted  in  a  different  manner ;  paper-money  is  altogether  the  stanc 

which  such  intercourse  is  regulated.    And,  unfortunately,  if  a  sea 

this  artificial  material  exists,  the  agents  who  create  it  can  use  their 

to  contract  or  expand  the  quantity  as  it  suits  them.    If  it  is  oondi 

to  increase  the  amount,  the  foreign  manufacturer,  or  his  agent,  imn> 

•imports  in  a  corresponding  ratio,  well  knowing  that  an  advance' ol 

must  take  place,  and  that  this  state  of  things  enables  him  to  pay 1 

loss  whatever  duties  are  demanded.    This  process  also  gives  him  it* 

"  j  of  underselling  the  American  manufacturer  in  his  own  market,  and 

. .  the  facility  still  to  pocket,  from  the  proceeds,  a  sufficient  profit  to 

him  to  pursue  over  again  the  same  system  at  the  first  fitting  opporti 

Your  memorialists,  while  taking  the  foregoing  view  of  tin  in 
subject,  deeply  regret  that  the  attempt  to  bring  back  the  enmnc 
constitutional  solidity  and  value  has  been  thus  far  unsuceesrfa 
have  desired  the  reformation,  because  we  wish  to  prove  to  the  ww 
the  perseverance  of  freemen,  in  a  fair  field,  requires  no  alliance  or  i 
from  restrictions  \oiu\Yy  establish  the  superiority  of  the  democratic pr 
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,n  objection  isinade,  perhaps,  with  sincerity,to  the  regulating  of  the  wages 
ibor  by  the  metallic  standard  in  this  country,  under  the  apprehension 
it  would  tend  to  reduce  the  American  workingman  to  those  depriva- 
s  experienced  by  the  operatives  of  Europe.  A  slight  glance  at  the  ab- 
>ing  principles  going  on  between  a  cheap  and  a  dear  system,  or  the 
:tical  difference  in  the  expenses  of  a  monarchical  and  a  republican  gov- 
nent,  will  guide  us  to  the  proper  and  correct  inference  to  be  drawn  as 
le  soundness  of  such  fears.  When  it  can  be  shown  that  the  arterial 
3s  of  taxation  in  costly  governments  are  lessened,  so  as  to  correspond 
i  the  healthful  pulsations  of  such  a  system  as  a  free  people  construct, 
i,  and  not  until  then,  can  it  be  proved  that  the  earnings  of  the  people  of 
e  two  opposite  systems  are  alike  afflicted,  or  visited,  with  that  cursed 
less  which  laps  up  almost  the  last  crumb  of  the  laborer, 
jiving  thus  given  a  view  of  the  obstructions  which  hinder  us  from  satis- 
fy the  skeptical  as  to  the  feasibility  of  entering  on  a  new  and  more  dura- 
leld  of  enterprise,  sustained  with  the  unfluctuating  standard  of  a  metal- 
urrency,  ana  perceiving  that  the  General  Government  cannot  effect  an 
j  reformation,  we  must  therefore  ask  your  honorable  body  to  levy  an 
lediate  duty  on  the  importation  of  silk-hats,  and  also  a  like  duty  on  what 
rmed  the  "fur-body."  Your  memorialists  trust  that  you  will  hearken 
ieir  solicitations,  the  more  especially,  that  a  provision  for  our  protection 
not  conflict  with  the  compromise  act,  inasmuch  as  you  allowed  the  duty 
he  fur-hat  to  be  retained  We  would  remind  you,  that  we  do  not  ask 
l  new  act  of  protection,  but  for  an  amendment  which  will  continue  the 
tahce  of  the  favor  which  Congress  intended  we  should  enjoy.  By 
ting  what  we  require,  your  honorable  body  will  enable  us,  once  more, 
same  the  employment  of  which  we  have  been  deprived.  By  your  fa- 
ble action  you  will  aid  us  to  enter  again  the  habitations  of  our  families 
i  the  cheerful  assurance  that  they  shall  no  longer  suffer  the  deprivations 
rant,  while  a  foreign  people  are  provided  for  by  the  imperfection  of  a 
designed  for  our  protection, 
sspectfully,  your  memorialists  and  fellow-citizens, 

James  Leary  G.  H.  Guerne 

Frederick  Reeder  M.  H.  Brown 

Ichabod  Price  Theodore  Murray 
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William  0.  Munn 
Reuben  D.  Harrison 
Hiram  Perry 
Patrick  Lynch 
Jacob  Day 
Jacob  Low 
W.  W.  Cnrtfc 
Peter  Moreau 
John  M artel 
Jacob  Mead 
James  G.  Perigrou 
D.  Ford,  jun. 
W.  H.  Benjamin 
Joseph  us  Kirk 
John  Judson 
John  Hunt  &  Co. 
F.  Wallis 
A.  O.  Hunt 
O.  Knox 
Chas.  Dusenbery 
Wm.  Miuchin 
James  L.  Seabury 
Robert  Dick 
John  H.  Gisner 
John  L.  Colyer 
H.  W.  Smith 
S.  P.  Sanderson 
Ira  N.  Crossman 
Keelor  H.  Dancby 
Vinson  Smith 
Daniel  H  Persons 
John  D.  Raymond 
Joseph  Bo u  ton 
Sidney  Merrill 
Bur  well  F.  Day 
David  Nash 
William  Kuapp 
William  J.  Sirasbury 
Philip  finish 
Hiram  T.  Tilling 
Jacob  Rockwell, 
Alexander,  Johns 
William  Ally 
W.  Nichols 
&  Bavins 
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jrreen 
in  Gray 
raple 

e  Holmes 
ew  S.  Green 
»  Green 
Green 
1  Drew 
Bfctts 
3oughton 
trick 
Piatt 

m  Keleds 
Gould 
mum 

L.  Burdick 
js  W.  Browne 
N.  Tichenor 
^athrope 
slLosy 
Post 

ias  Pierson 
R.  Tichenor 
s  West 
Van  Houten 
e  Olmsted 
Cornwall 
y  Moore 
Hoyt 
1  Holley 
si  Seward 
.  Lake 
thy  C.  Foster 


Thomas  Force 
Edmund  Alvord 
John  Condit 
Oliver  Pierson 
Samuel  O.  Williams 

D.  T.  Smith 
George  Harrison 
Charles  E.  Willis 
Philip  Ward 
William  B.  Kitchell 
John  H.  Matthews 
A.  D.  Traphagan 
Nathaniel  Stone 

J.  L.  Hathaway' 
Henry  Williams 
George  Matthews 
John  T.  Smith 
Linus  Condit 
Robert  McChesney 
Alexander  McChesney 
David  H.  Roberts 
Joshua  Booth 
Daniel  Williams 
Aaron  Guinby 
Abram  Williams 
Thaddeus  P.  Rider 
Hiram  A.  Gray 
Benjamin  Stebbins 
Oris  T.  Judson 

E.  P.  Fairchild 
A.  L.  Williams 
Charles  Jones 
Alfred  Wildman. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  21, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Piebcb  made  the  following 

REPORT: 


mnittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Hepzobm 
Walker  7  widow  of  Samuel  Walker,  report: 


jrincipal  objection  in  this  case  is  the  want  of  definite  proof  as  M 
th  of  the  husband's  service.  The  records  of  New  Jersey  paroTe 
lerved,  bnt  not  the  time,  when,  or  where.  His  service  is  alleged 
been  performed  in  the  militia  of  that  State  in  the  Revolutionary 
he  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  in  a  letter  of  April  14, 1840;  in  re- 
e  inquiries  of  this  committee,  says :  "  No  doubt  is  entertained  of 
husband '8  service  in  the  New  Jersey  militia;  but  there  is  nothing 
•oofe  sufficiently  specific  to  determine  the  amount  of  his  service, 
d,  to  make  a  reasonable  estimate  of  it"  A  carefhl  examination 
vidence  does  not  enable  the  committee  to  form  any  determinate 
of  the  length  of  his  service;  and,  upon  the  present  evidence,  they 
»i  warranted  to  recommend  any  relief 
report  the  following  resolution : 
wrf,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 

ves,printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  21,1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT  : 

nmitlee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Eliza* 
Garrabrants,  widow  of  Oarrabrant  N.  Qarraorants,  report : 

petitioner  alleges  that  she  was  married  to  the  said  Garrabrant  N. 
mts  "about"  the  year  1788,  and  that  he  died  in  1833,  in  the  receipt 
rion  of  twenty  dollars  for  Revolutionary  services.  No  documentary 
i  is  produced,  and  only  one  affidavit  accompanies  the  petition, 
[omblower,  who  gives  the  affidavit,  testifies,  that  he  has  been  ac- 
i  with  the  petitioner  for  thirty  years ;  and  that  she  was  always  re- 
be  the  lawful  wife  of  the  said  Garrabrants,  but  mentions  no  date 
Damage. 

evidence  to  prove  the  fact  of  marriage,  and  its  date,  is  totally  insuf- 
eing,  in  truth,  nothing  but  the  general  and  indefinite  allegations  of 
Loner,  fixing  the  marriage  "about"  1788.    It  is  unnecessary,  there- 
nquire  as  to  the  service  of  the  alleged  husband, 
tommittee  report  the  following  resolution : 
ved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  be  granted. 

ires,  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  21, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

nittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 

Ferguson j  report: 

itioner  applies  to  be  restored  to  the  pension-roll,  on  which  he  was 
d  under  the  act  of  June,  1832,  and  from  which  his  name  was 
f,  because  it  was  afterward  ascertained  that  documentary  evi- 
facts,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  department,  disproved 
3gs  necessary  to  entitle  him  to  a  pension.    Additional  etfBence 

Suently  produced,  which  rendered  the  case  still  more  doubtful, 
cting  with  the  allegations  of  Ferguson,  the  statements  of  the 
itnesses,  and  also  with  the  documentary  evidence, 
owing  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  to 
ttee,  will  serve  to  explain  the  grounds  of  the  claim,  and  to  show 
&r  of  the  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses,  though  it  relates  partie- 
tat  of  one  whose  statements  are  the  most  direct  and  certain,  and 
itled  to  the  most  credit.  The  Commissioner  says : 
nrer  to  the  inquiry  respecting  the  statement  of  Jacob  Shew,  in 
the  Revolutionary  service  of  William  Ferguson.  I  have  the  honor 
pou,  that  the  witness's  statement,  and  that  of  the  claimant,  da 

The  latter  says  that  he  served  nine  months  in  Captain  Daniel 
company,  Colonel  Harper's  regiment,  in  1777 ;  in  1778,  foot 
der  Captain  Demood ;  and  in  1781,  nine  months  under  Captain 
Colonel  Willett's  regiment.  The  witness  says  he  knew  the 
l  the  service,  under  Lieutenant  Walter  Yroman,  in  Colonel  Har- 
ent,  in  1779,  where  he  served  nine  months.  Colonel  Harper 
^pointed  a  colonel  of  militia  on  the  3d  of  March,  1780,  and,  on 

May,  1780,  was  appointed  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  levies,  and 
►man  was,  at  the  same  time,  appointed  one  of  his  captains.  The 
rilliam  Ferguson  is  not  on  the  rolls  of  Captain  Vroman's  coin- 
is  borne  on  the  rolls  of  Captain  Mark  Demood's,  in  1780,  under 
eems  to  have  enlisted  for  four  months,  but  served  only  two 
1  four  days.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  claimant  coufd  not 
either  in  1779  or  1780  a  nine  months'  man  in  Captain  Vroman's 

imittee  are  unable,  upon  a  full  examination  and  comparison  of 
lence,  to  reconcile  the  conflicting  and  contradictory  parts  so  as 

»,  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES- 


Mat  21, 1840.  .  \  'N 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

^v  1 4/ 

Mr.  Prentiss  made  the  following 
BEPORT : 

nittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  Ike  petition  of  Jac&x 

Hall ,  report : 

rs,  from  an  examination  of  this  case,  that  the  petitioner  is  now  a~ 
under  the  law  of  March  IS,  1818,  at  the  rate  of  ninety-six  dollars' 
u  He  applies  for  an  increase  of  pension  on  account  of  a  wound. 
i  the  battle  at  Springfield,  New  Jersey,  on  the  7th  of  June,  178ft.  < 
>nefs  statements  in  regard  to  the  manner  and  time  of  receiving' 
I,  which  was  inflicted  by  a  musket-ball  in  the  left  shoulder,  are' 
)y  the  evidence  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  who  was  in  the  same  battle,  . 
s  side  at  the  time.  Dr.  Tucker,  who  extracted  the  ball  in  1807, 
"it  was  lodged  about  three  inches  in  the  shoulder;* 

the  evidence  of  others,  it  would  seem  that  Hall  is  now  very  ~ 
ibled  by  reason  of  this  wound,  as  it  continually  discharges.    H* 

he  enlisted  for  the  war  under  Captain  Nathaniel  Boman,  of  the  - 
y  light  infantry,  in  the  second  United  States  regiment ;  but  doer 
lie  date  of  his  enlistment 

rence  to  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  ef  February  27, 
11  be  seen  that  the  petitioner  now  receives  all  the  pension  to  which* 
i  entitles  him  under  the  existing  pension  laws.   The  class  of  cases  " 
his  is,  no  doubt,  large,  and  no  relief  ought  to  be  granted,  except-^ 
ral  law,  including  the  whole  class, 
jport  the  following  resolution : 
i,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Sj  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  22, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed* 

Mr.  Hubbard  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

mmitUe  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  fielder 

R.  Dor  sett,  report : 

the  petitioner  was  employed  in  the  years  1834  and  1836  to  take 
everal  rooms  in  the  basement  story  of  the  War  Office,  and  to  attend 
lumber  of  clerks  employed  in  the  Pension  Office,  at  an  annual  com- 
n  of  four  hundred  dollars;  that,  after  the  passage  of  the  Senate's 
>ns  in  1834,  it  became  necessary  to  employ  twenty-five  additional 
or  six  or  seven  mouths,  to  fulfil  the  requirements  of  those  resolu- 
hat  during  this  period  they  occupied  the  rooms  attended  upon  by 
ioner,  aud  an  additional  room,  assigned  for  their  accommodation, 
ras  also  placed  under  his  care;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  em- 
it of  this  additional  number  of  clerks,  the  labor  and  duties  of  the 
tr  were  greatly  increased.  He  now  asks  the  United  States  to  pay 
extra  compensation  for  his  increased  services, 
he  evidence  stopped  here,  the  committee  must  have  rejected  the  al- 
of  the  claim  upon  the  principle,  which  they  are  disposed  rigidly 
e  to,  that  no  person,  receiving  from  the  Government  an  annual  sal* 
his  official  services,  has  any  just  claim  to  an  extra  compensation 
increase  in  the  amount  of  those  services. 

:  is  entirely  unu  cessary  to  apply  this  principle  in  the  present  case, 
pears,  from  information  obtained  at  the  Pension  Office,  that,  at  the 
»e  additional  duties  devolved  upon  the  petitioner,  he  applied  for 
lived  permission  to  engage  his  son  as  an  assistant,  who,  during  the 
he  temporary  clerks  were  employed,  aided  the  petitioner  in  attend- 
n  them,  and  received  for  his  services  five  dollars  per  month,  which 
n  regarded  as  an  ample  equivalent  for  the  extra  services  required 
r  these  circumstances,  the  committee  cannot  think  the  petitioner 
slightest  pretence  for  the  claim  he  has  set  up ;  and  therefore  recom- 
le  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 
[sect,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 

Live*,  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


MaV  22, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  prioted. 

Mr.  Hubbard  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  349. J 


imittee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 

Edward  Criddle,  report : 

iccompanying  the  papers,  there  is  a  letter  from  the  Third  Auditor 
•easury,  giving  a  detailed  statement  of  the  facts  in  this  case  as 
by  the  evidence,  and  the  reasons  why  the  petitioner's  claim  could 
owed  by  that  officer. 

)mmittee  concur  fully  in  opinion  with  the  Third  Auditor  as  to 
al  principles  he  has  adopted  in  adjudicating  upon  claims  of  this 
>n,  and  also  as  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  adduced  by 
>ner  to  substantiate  his  claim,  in  accordance  with  those  princi- 
ley,  therefore,  recommend  the  printing  of  the  Third  Auditor's 
cation  in  connexion  with  this  report,  and  submit  the  following 
i: 
rd,  That  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 


Treasury  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  April  20, 1840.    r 

have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
int,  enclosing  additional  testimony  in  support  of  a  claim  of  Ed- 
Idle,  heretofore  transmitted  by  you,  and  requesting  my  decision 
se  as  early  as  possible. 

>w  testimony  is  contained  in  further  depositions  of  himself  and 
f,  and  in  another  deposition  of  Governor  Cannon.  The  claimant 
ed  that  he  was  a  private  in  Captain  Newton  Cannon's  company 
ssee  volunteers  in  the  first  campaign  against  the  Creek  Indians 
[  of  1813  -,  that  the  regiment  to  which  he  was  attached  was,  at 
manded  by  Colonel  John  Coffee ;  that,  soon  after  the  arrival  in 
n.  country,  the  regiment  was  divided  into  two,  under  the  corn- 
said  Coffee  as  brigadier  general ;  that  one  of  the  regiments  was. 
led  by  Colonel  Alcorn,  and  the  other,  to  which  the  claimant  was 
is  quartermaster,  was  commanded  by  said  Cannon ;  that,  a  few 
ions  to  the  subdivision  of  the  regiment;  there  being  no  food  in 

vt,ptiaten. 


camp  for  the  horses,  they  had  to  be  subsisted  id  the  best 
natural  resources  of  the  country  afforded ;  that  the  claim: 
when  grazing ;  that  the  morning  alter  the  loss  John  Roy 
the  claimant,  was  ordered  to  remain  with  hint  and  aid  i 
regain  the  horse;  that  they  remained  hunting  the  bor» 
left  in  command  ordered  them  to  proceed  and  join  the  an 
the  further  pursuit  of  the  horse ;  that,  not  having  been  1 
he  did  not  know  the  name  of  the  officer  who  ordered  him 
up  looking  for  the  horse ;  that  in  1813  he  was  a  single 
married,  and  in  1813  removed  to  Missouri,  where  he  has 
side  ever  since ;  that  in  1816,  when  the  act  of  Congress 
lost  horses,  he  was  remote  from  his  former  residence  at 
by  whom  he  could  establish  all  the  facts  necessary  to  ei 
for  his  horse,  and  was  also  young  and  careless  about  it ;  1 
ctpal  reason  tor  not  applying  sooner  was,  that  he  unders 
necessary  to  prove,  by  an  officer,  that  he  was  ordered  to  at 
and  he  was  then,  and  still  is,  unable  to  name  the  officer 
and  Roy  to  abandon  the  further  looking  for  it ;  that  the  ol 
ger  to  him,  and  he  had  no  particular  reason  to  inquire  h 
feet  it;  that  he  lost  his  horse  in  consequence  of  the  tic 
to  furnish  forage ;  that  the  loss  occurred  sometime  in  C 
precise  day  he  cannot  state ;  and  that  he  has  not  received 
or  agent  of  the  United  States  any  horse  in  lieu  of  the  c 
service  in  1S13,  nor  any  compensation  for  the  same  in  ai 
soever. 

In  the  deposition  of  John  Roy,  he  has  declared  that 
moved  to  Missouri  in  1815 ;  that  he  lost  a  horse  in  tl 
against  the  Creek  Indians ;  that  the  horse  was  once  on 
the  deponent  to  Criddle's  half  brother,  Alexander  Smitl 
he  does  not  recollect  which ;  that  it  proved  to  be  a  bettei 
expected,  and  was,  he  thinks,  richly  worth  $100;  that 
many  of  the  facts  contained  in  Edward  Criddle's  affi< 
May,  1838,  to  be  true,  and  verily  believes  every  thing  st; 
true ;  that  the  deponent  remained  under  the  command  of 
as  colonel,  and  knows  not  why  his  name  is  not  on  th 
Criddle's  ;  that  he  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Talledi 
home ;  and  that  he  afteiward  became  a  substitute  fur  Jo 
went  to  the  Creek  war  and  fought  under  Captain  Willi. 
battle  of  the  Horae-shoe. 

The  additional  certificate  of  Governor  Cannon  is  datet 
and  in  it  he  has  declared  that  he  has  examined  Criddle's 


3  [  486  ] 

inces  attending  the  loss  the  Governor  cannot  now  distinctly  remem- 
not  having  been  brought  to  his  notice  until  a  few  months  ago ;  that 
Criddle  left  the  State  of  Tennessee  shortly  after  the  campaign,  and 
i  (the  Governor)  has  not  seen  him  since,  nor  heard  from  him  on 
object  until  perhaps  sometime  during  the  past  year. 

company  the  Governor  in  the  first  instance  commanded  was  not 
red  under  his  name,  but  that  of  his  successor ;  and  hence  the  for- 
arch  as  to  any  service  by  him  as  captain,  and  as  to  the  service  of 
e  and  Roy  as  members  of  his  company,  proved  unsuccessful.  It 
w  been  found,  that  the  successor  of  Governor  Cannon  in  command 

company  was  Captain  William  Martin ;  and,  on  the  rolls  of  that 
ny,  the  Governor  and  Criddle  are  found  to  have  been  mustered 
lie  24th  September  to  the  29th  October,  1813,  and  Roy  from  the  for- 
ttc  to  the  end  of  the  service.  As  regards  the  horse,  however,  the 
mal  testimony,  as  well  as  that  previously  adduced,  is  deemed  to  be 
nadequate  to  justify  any  award  under  the  law  I  have  to  administer, 
render  admissible  by  me  a  claim  for  the  loss  of  a  horse  by  its  hav- 
en turned  out  to  graze,  it  is  necessary,  as  is  signified  in  my  former 
)n  the  subject,  to  have  clear  proof  that  the  loss  was  sustained  with- 
y  fault  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  in  consequence  of 
rse  having  been,  by  order  of  the  officer  in  the  immediate  command y 
I  out  to  graze  because  the  Government  failed  to  supply  sufficient  for- 
According  to  the  claimant's  deposition,  the  loss  occurred  before  his 
itment  as  quartermaster,  and  of  course  while  serving  as  a  member 

company  then  commanded  by  Captain  Cannon.  The  Governor 
)t  testified  that  any  such  order  was  issued  by  him  ;  and  his  certifi- 
Bclares  explicitly  that  he  cannot  now  remember  the  particulars  and 
istances  relating  to  the  loss.  The  claimant  does  not  allege  that  the 
g  of  the  horse  out  to  graze  was  by  the  order  of  Captain  Cannon,  or 
her  officer ;  but  has  alluded  to  an  order  of  some  unknown  officer 
indoning  the  search  for  it  after  its  loss,  respecting  which  no  evidence 

be  available.  On  testimony  given  from  memory  after  so  great  a 
>f  time,  and  so  uncertain  and  defective  in  its  character  as  that  here- 
iced,  no  allowance  can  be  made  by  me.  Had  the  loss,  in  a  manner 
ed  for  by  law,  been  satisfactorily  proved,  the  claim  would  have  been 
to  heavy  deductions.  As  already  indicated,  the  loss  happened  be- 
e  claimant's  appointment  as  quartermaster.  All  the  allowances  he 
;d  while  acting  in  that  capacity,  and  between  the  time  of  the  loss 
s  appointment,  for  the  use  of  the  horse  at  forty  cents  a  day,  and  for 
for  it,  would  have  had  to  be  deducted. 

>  papers  received  in  your  last  letter,  as  well  as  the  testimony  pre- 
y  transmitted,  are  herewith  returned. 
h  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PETER  HAGNER,  Auditor. 
uLF.  Linn,  Senate. 
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MEMORIAL 

or 

JMBBR  OF  CITIZENS  OF  GEORGETOWN,  p.  CL, 

PRAYING 

rter  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanic**  Bank,  and  that  the  Banks 
[strict  of  Columbia  may  not  be  compelled  to  resume  specie' fay- 
fore  a  general  resumption  takes  place  in  Maryland  atuf  Fit- 


May  22,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


torable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States. 

emorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Georgetown,  P.  C, 

LL Y  REPRESENTS  : 

i  welfare  of  their  community  would  be  essentially  promoted  by 
of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  for  a  liberal  period,  and 
tly  and  most  respectfully  pray  your  honorable  body,  as  well  for 
e,  as  that  no  step  will  be  taken  to  compel  a  resumption  of  spe- 
a  by  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  in  sio^Uaneous 
the  banks  of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Jox  John  Silence 

I  Abbot  John  H.  Ooolidge 

tounoghne  Richard  T.  BenUey 

Driley  George  Knott 

Phngle  William  Plater 

d  Davis  John  Meern 

PDonnoghne  John  Payne 

3ffut  John  B.  Hilleary 

aid  Cunningham  J.  O.  King 

id  CammacK  John  Lawrence 

I.  Barnecle  John  D.  Scott 

Dellaway  Lewis  Carbery 

totboron  George  Varrull 

llingla  Jenkin  Thomas 

Parsons  ti  ;t  ;  John  Waters 

Brown  Thomas  Jackson 

taris  George  Hill,  jr. 

Edwards  Samuel  Moyers 

,  printers.  J  •    v  ■ .  jwV 
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L.  M.  P.  King 
R.  H.  Sedgwick 
J.  H.  King 
Edward  S.  Wright 
R.  Cruikshank 
William  Laird 
Francis  Wheatley 
G.  H.  Blunden 
Ninian  Read 
E.  Clarke 
Jas.  Hicks 
Wm.  C.  Newton 
Ignatius  Newton 
Charles  Homiller 
M.  Weaver 
W.  Noyes 
X  M.  Edwards 
Wm.  Homiller 
V.  J.  Taylor 
Charles  Dean 
Joseph  J.  Boteler, 
A.  Smith 
Thos.  B.  Griffin 
L.  Sheppard 
H.  Addison 
John  Mount 
Jos.  Brooks 
Samuel  McKnight 
G.  B.  Magrnder 
John  L.  Kid  well 
E.  M.  Linthicum 
Samuel  McKenny 
Wm.  Dawson 
Robt  Getty 
Theo.  Turner 
P.  W.  Magruder 
H.  Magruder 
Ewd.  Chapman 
John  Claxton 
Bernard  Brien 
Walter  Smith 
Wm.  Grindage 
R.  B.  Reeves 
Wm.  W.  Webster 
R.  Cropley,  jr. 
James  Dairy 
John  N.  Crockweli 
B.  Random 
Richard  Osboura 
John  Marbury 
James  Gettys 
M.  V.  Buckey 
Jacob  Rttni8fouT£ 


S.  T.  Nichols 
Thos  C.  Wright 
Igns.  Clarke 
H.  G.  Wilson 
James  H.  Kidwell 
Andrew  Haklenback 
Noble  Hurdle 

E.  A.  Eliason 
Francis  J.  Kellenberger 
James  Miller 
Joshua  Ritchee 

Wm.  J.  Nevins 

David  English 

Jame8S.  Moraell 

J.  Mason,  jr. 

J.  Carter 

G.    Washington,   fMootf 

county,  Maryland) 
Wm.  Morton 
N.  Mardess 
George  W.  Longdoni 
George  Meern 
R.  Cassin 
T.  A.  Russell 
John  L.  Cm  it 
J.  G.  Young  (Montgomr 

ty,  Maryland) 
Horatio  G.  Rirter 
Jaines  W.  Mumkin 
A  H.  Boucher 
T.  J.  McAier 
James  Robertson 
Henry  Kingla 
Samuel  Cropley 
Samuel  Whitall 
Thomas  Bogne 
Samuel  Steele 
T.  G.  Good 
John  Davis 
W.  P.  Shaw 
John  G.  Kronse 
Conrad  Hogmire 
Francis  Dodge 
James  F.  Essex 
Robt.  P.  Dodge 
R  Woodward 
Robert  M.  Lauck 
S.  E.  Scott 
John  McCobb 

F.  <fc  A.  H.  Dodge 
D.  P.  Shoemaker 
George  Waters 
YTul  HL  Edea 
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ipscomb 

L.  Brooks 

yons 

Thomas  Hetten 

Jerry 

Thomas  0.  N.  May 

m  «on 

John  R.  May 

Harvey 

H.  B.  Blagrove 

s  Orme 

Jeremiah  Orme 

Ltinger 
Theel 

James  Callum 

Thomas  Bangs 

inder 

H.  J.  Smith 

Marll 

Geo.  M.  Sothoron 

» 

Wm.  L.  Goldin 

[orton 

J.  W.  Remick 

1  L.  Mackall 

W.Laog 

>thoron 

Wm.  J.  Goszler 

C.  Fulton 

Enoch  Frenvick 

rhomas 

B.  Mackall 

ewell 

J.  G.  Smoot 

illard 
E.  Eckel 

John  H.  Smoot 
Judson  Mitchell 

Stoops 

Robert  Ould 

irter 

Geo.  P.  Forrest 

.  Seymour 

James  G.  Wilson 

Blackford 

B.  Sewall 

i  O'Brien 

Peregrine  Waifield 
Saml.  M.  Tootes 

ownley 

?ullalove 

John  O'Donnoghne 

lish 

Patrick  O'Donnoghue 

N.  Clements 

Francis  Gross 

well 

George  Templeman  « 

filson 

William  Vansciver 

s  E.  Hills 

James  H.  Burns 

s  Brown 

T.  Picknell 

iicholls 

Joseph  Chick 
W.  T.  Compton 

(Vorthington 

in  T.  Bohrer 

Henry  Trunnel 

Murray 

Thomas  Corcoran 

Upperman 

Richard  Pettit 

Shoemaker 

Thomas  Hyde 

Lauck 

Sedley  Woodward 

avidson 

George  W.  Beall 
W.  H.  Palmer 

m  Owens 

King 

R.  O.  Stone 

erry 

John  Stone 

Imith 

Walter  W.  Berry 

s  Duffey 

P.  Van  Essen 

i 

Robert  Boyd 

vers 
Libbey 

Samuel  Humphreys 

Wm.  Robinson 

Mahorney 

E.  G.  Brown 

Myers 

Charles  E.  Upperman 

Radcliff 

R.  E.  Duvall 

ickson 
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MESSAGE  fr  .'*■■' ' 


FROM 


'RESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

)  the  disposition  of  certain  presents  received  from  the  Imaum 

of  Muscat. 


Mat  26,  1840. 

ed  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


le: 

icate  to  Congress  sundry  papers,  from  which  it  will  be  per- 
the  Imaum  of  Muscat  has  transmitted  to  this  country,  and, 
igency  of  the  commander  of  one  of  his  vessels,  offered  for  my 
i  present,  consisting  of  horses,  pearls,  and  other  articles  of 
answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  a  letter  from  the  agents  of 
mmunicating  the  offer  of  the  present,  and  my  own  letter  to  the 
ply  to  one  which  he  addressed  to  me,  were  intended  to  make 
proper  quarter  the  reasons  which  had  precluded  my  acceptance 
ed  gift.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  commander  of  the  vessel, 
r,  as  he  alleges,  of  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  his  sovereign, 
e  presents  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  I  deem  it 
y  the  proposition  before  Congress,  for  such  disposition  as  they 
to  make  of  it ;  and  I  take  the  opportunity  to  suggest,  for  their 
,  the  adoption  of  legislative  provisions  pointing  out  the  course 
lay  deem  it  proper  for  the  Executive  to  pursue  in  any  future 
are  offers  of  presents  by  foreign  states,  either  to  the  Govern- 
islative  or  executive  branches,  or  its  agents  abroad,  may  be 
:ircumstances  precluding  a  refusal  without  the  risk  of  giving 

pondence  between  the  Department  of  State  and  our  consul  at 
acquaint  Congress  with  such  an  instance,  in  which  every 
ra  on  the  part  of  the  consul  to  refrain  from  taking  charge  of 
tresent  proved  unavailing.  The  animals  constituting  it  may, 
,  under  the  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  be  expected 
>  in  the  United  States,  when  the  authority  of  Congress,  as  te 
a  to  be  made  of  them,  will  be  necessary.  ♦ 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
roN,  May  21, 1810. 

hnters. 
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List  of  enclosures. 


Messrs.  Barclay  tic  Livingston  to  the  President,  May  2, 
Messrs.  Barclay  tic  Livingston  to  the  President,  May  5, 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Messrs.  Barclay  &  Livingston,  May  7, 1 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Messrs.  Barclay  tic  Livingston,  May  1 1, 
The  Imaurn  of  Muscat  to  the  President,  with  an  eiiclos 
The  President  to  the  Imaurn  of  Muscat,  May  8,  1840. 
Messrs.  Barclay  tic  Livingston  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  May  14, 
Ahmet  Ben  Haman  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  Hay  14, 1840. 
Mr.  Carr  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  September  3,  1839. 
Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Carr,  November  12,  1839. 


New  Yori 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  as  cons 
Sultanec  and  cargo,  belonging  to  his  highness  Seyhd  i 
Muscat,  just  arrived  at  this  port  from  Zinzeuar,  we  hav< 
the  commander  of  said  ship,  Ahmet  Ben  Haman,  to  reee: 
ject  to  your  excellency's  order,  certain  presents  from  h 
President  of  the  United  States. 
Those  presents  are — 

Two  Arabian  horses ; 

One  case  otto  roses ; 

Five  demijohns  rose-water ; 

One  package  Cashmere  shawls  ; 

One  bale  Persian  rag ; 

One  box  pearls ; 

One  box — sword. 
(f  We  beg  to  be  favored  by  your  excellency's  instruction! 
and  delivery  of  those  articles. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 
BARCLAY  tic  I 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  Ike 

United  States,  tj*r.,  d>c,  #-e.;  Washington. 


New  Yorh 

Sir  :  We  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  2d 

you  of  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Sultan.ee,  the  commaadei 

charge  various  presents  from  the  Imaurn  of  Muscat  for  yc 

We  now  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  at  the  request  of  All 
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Department  of  State, 
Washington,  May  7,  1840. 

intlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
>ur  letters  to  him  of  the  2d  and  5th  instant,  informing  him  of  the  ar- 
,  at  your  port,  of  the  ship  Sultanee,  commanded^by  Ahmet  Ben  Haman, 
bearing  presents  from  his  highness  the  Imaum  of  Muscat,  for  the 
dent. 

le  President  will  avail  himself  of  the  return  of  the  Sultanee  to  forward 
iswer  to  the  friendly  communication  which  he  received  from  his  high- 
and  will  express,  at  the  same  time,  the  lively  satisfaction  he  derives 
this  first  visit  of  a  vessel  from  the  Sultan's  dominions  to  the  United 
s,  and  his  sense  of  the;  friendly  disposition  evinced  by  his  highness  in 
resents  which  Ahmet  Ben  Haman  is  instructed  to  offer  in  his  name. 
ie  presents  the  President  is,  under  existing  constitutional  provisions, 
uded  from  accepting  for  his  own  use.  1  have,  therefore,  to  request 
rou  will  apprize  Ahmet  Ben  Haman  of  the  circumstance,  that  such  other 
•silion  of  the  articles  may  be  made  by  him  as  will  best  comport  with 
riahes  of  the  Sultan. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
»srs.  Barclay  <fc  Livingston.  New  York. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  11, 1840. 

sntlemen:  On  the  7th  instant  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your 
s  of  the  2d  and  5th  instant,  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  Sultanee, 
presents  from  the  Imaum  of  Muscat  to  the  President  of  the  United 
8,  and  informed  you,  by  his  direction,  that  an  answer  to  the  friendly 
nunication  of  his  highness  would  be  forwarded  for  the  return  of  the 
mee.  The  President's  answer  is  accordingly  transmitted,  and  you  are 
ed  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  commander  of  the  Imaunrfs  ship,  with 
sr  explanations  as  to  its  character,  and  a  request  that  he  would  convey 
ely  to  its  destination. 
lid,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  FORSYTH, 
•esrs.  Barclay  &  Livingston,  New  York. 


Muscat,  December  25, 1839. 

r  :  Hope  the  Almighty  God  will  protect  you  and  keep  you  in  good 
h.  From  this  part  of  the  world  having  no  news  to  communicate  them 
ur  excellency ;  and  whenever  opportunity  offers  for  this  place,  we  shall 
lappy  to  hear  from  your  excellency,  with  any  thing  that  we  can  do  for 
little  or  plenty,  shall  feel  happy. 

Written  by  the  order  of  his  highness : 

SYED  SYED  BIN  SDLTAN  BEN  AHMED, 

Imaum  of  Muscat. 
SYED  BIN,  Oalfaun. 
s  Excellency  Martin  Van  Buren, 
President  of  the  United  States  of  North  America, 


tioned 

Hoping  you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  the  trifles  from  y< 

SYEE 
Written  by  the  order  of  his  highness  : 

SYED  SYED  BIN  SULTAN  Bl 

lm 
SYED 
His  Excellency  Martin  Yan  Buren, 

President  of  the  United  States  of  North  America 

Wash 


To  his  highness  Syed  Bin  Sultan,  Imaum  of  Must 
Buren,  President  of  the  United  States  of  Americ 

Great  and  good  friend:  By  the  hands  ot  Ahmet . 
manding  your  highness's  ship  Sultanee,  I  had  the  satisfi 
your  highness's  letter  of  the  19th  of  the  moon  of  Shawa 
Hegira.  It  has  been  a  source  of  lively  satisfaction  to  me, 
frequent  and  beneficial  intercourse  should  be  established  b 
' ' h  "  tive  countries,  to  behold  a  vessel  bearing  your  highness's  1 

the  United  States,  to  testify,  I  hope,  that  such  relations  wil 
lasting. 

I  am  informed  that  Ahmet  Ben  Haman  had  it  in  charge 
ness  to  offer  for  my  acceptance,  in  your  name,  a  munifice: 
upon  this  friendly  proceeding  on  your  part  as  a  new  proof 
desire  to  cultivate  with  us  amicable  relations ;  but  a  funds 
Republic,  which  forbids  its  servants  from  accepting  pres 
States  or  princes,  precludes  me  from  receiving  those  your 
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New  York,  May  14, 1840. 

r  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
lh  and  11th  instant,  and  we  now  enclose  yon  a  letter  from  Ahmet  Ben 
tan,  commander  of  the  ship  Sultanee,  written  by  us,  at  his  request,  and 
sd  by  himself;  for  he  does  not  write  English,  although  he  speaks  it 
well. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

BARCLAY  &,  LIVINGSTON. 
m.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State,  $*c  tyc.  $*c,  Washington. 


Arab  Ship  Sultaneb, 

New  York,  May  14, 1840. 

a:  Messrs.  Barclay  &  Livingston,  my  agents  here,  have  shown  me 
two  letters  to  them,  of  the  7th  and  I  lth  instant,  and  I  have  the  hon- 
acknowledge  the  receipt,  through  their  hands,  of  the  letter  you  en- 
1  to  them  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  his  highness  the 
m  of  Muscat,  which  will  be  presented  on  my  return, 
incerely  lament,  as  I  know  his  highness,  my  master,  will  do,  that  the 
dent  is,  under  existing  constitutional  provisions,  precluded  from  ac- 
ag  for  his  own  use  the  presents  with  which  I  am  charged  by  the 

LUL 

his  highness  was  not  aware  of  the  obstacle  which  exists  to  the  ac- 
nce  of  these  presents  in  the  manner  in  which  he  addressed  them,  I  feel 
ed  that  I  can  now  carry  out  the  lmaum's  intentions  only  by  requesting 
hey  may  be  considered  as  intended  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
s,  and  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  take  such  measures  for  the 
ttance  of  them  as  you  may  deem  proper. 

hall  be  most  happy  to  be  acquainted  by  you  of  that  result,  and  to  be 
irized  at  the  same  time  to  deliver  up  the  horses  and  other  articles  to 
person  as  you  may  appoint  to  receive  them. 

expect  to  be  detained  here,  with  my  ship,  at  least  to  the  end  of  next 
h. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

AHMET  BEN  HAMAN. 

>n.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State,  $*c.  fyc.  tyc,  Washington. 


7-] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Tangier,  September  3, 1839. 

fc:  I  am  sorry  to  inform  the  department,  that,  although  I  have  exerted 
•If  to  the  utmost  to  prevent  the  presentation  of  any  animals  from  the 
eror,  and  to  convince  his  ministers  of  the  impossibility  of  accepting 
•  or  present  of  any  kind,  my  exertions  have  not  been  attended  with 

iSS. 


tnat  a  pony  were  on  tneir  way  irom  r  ez,  wiio  some  a 
ican  consulate.  I  immediately  communicated  to  the 
lie  Administrator,  my  determination  to  refuse  what 
and  begged  their  influence  in  preventing  such  an  < 
that  it  waa  perfectly  out  of  their  power  to  prevent 
must  be  made ;  that  they  could  not  understand  by  u 
could  undertake  to  interfere  in  such  a  case  between  t 
Government ;  that  a  Moorish  agent  who  should  thu 
present  to  his  master  would  very  justly  have  his  tie 
the  refusal  of  whatever  might  be  offered  would  be  a 
Finding  I  could  get  no  assistance  from  any  of  the 
resolved  to  write  to  the  Emperor  himself;  but  befi 
prepared,  the  sound  of  drums  announced  the  ani 
nephew,  at  the  head  of  a  troop  of  soldiers,  with 
iiincent  lion  and  lioness.  As  my  determination  w: 
commander  of  the  troop  had  prepared  himself  wi 
elusive  answers "  to  all  my  objections.  I  told  hi 
fectly  impossible  to  receive  the  animals — the  laws 
bade  it  He  replied,  that  they  were  not  for  me ; 
my  Government.  I  told  him  that  the  President,  tl 
eminent,  was  in  the  some  predicament  as  myself— 
power  to  receive  them.  He  said  that  the  Sultan  knei 
were  not  for  the  President,  but  for  my  Congress.  1 1> 
had  resolved  never  to  receive  any  more  presents ;  ar. 
hibiting  public  officers  to  receive  presents  was  part 
and  superior  to  the  power  of  Congress  itself.  He  w 
made  the  constitution.  I  replied,  the  people.  Then, 
will  not  receive  them,  the  Emperor  desires  them  tt 
people,  as  a  mark  of  his  respect  and  esteem  for  the  "  s 
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)on  this  head  I  shall  most  anxiously  wait  instructions,  as  they  are  to 
great  expense  and  inconvenience.  They  are  by  far  the  finest  animals 
e  kind  I  have  ever  seen,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  sell  for  more  than 
gh  to  pay  their  expenses  and  the  cost  of  transporting  them  to  Amer- 
It  will  be  impossible  to  dispose  of  them  in  this  neighborhood. 
Gibraltar  they  would  bring  nothing,  and  the  sale  of  them  so  near 
would  create  much  excitement 

le  rumor  in  town  is,  tHat  four  or  five  horses  are  on  their  way  for  the 
pie  of  the  United  States. "    Whether  it  is  true  or  not,  I  do  not  know, 
ope  I  shall  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  hearing  upon  this  subject 
the  department  as  soon  as  possible. 
m,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  v 

THOMAS  N.  CARR. 
n.  John  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  State  U.  S.  of  America. 


Department  of  State, 
Washington,  November  12, 1839. 

i :  Your  letter  No.  7,  of  3d  September  last,  was  received  here  on  the 
istant  It  is  to  the  President  a  matter  of  regret  that  your  exertions 
went  the  presentation  to  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  of  the 
ds  to  which  you  refer,  have  proved  unavailing.  The  peculiar  char- 
of  the  Government,  and  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  ani- 
were  forced  into  your  possession,  can  alone  justify  such  a  departure 
your  instructions  and  the  embarrassment  which  it  involves.  Those 
38,  however,  as  stated  by  you,  are  properly  appreciated  by  the  Pres- 
;  who  desires  that  you  should  be  instructed  to  send  the  animals  to 
nited  States,  either  by  a  public  ship,  if  any  of  those  on  the  Mediter- 
n  station  shall  touch  at  Tangier  on  their  way  home,  or  by  some 
lant  vessel.  The  expense  of  their  transportation,  and  of  their  keep- 
hile  in  your  hands,  will  be  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  your  ac- 

45. 

th  regard  to  the  horses  which  you  seem  to  apprehend  may  in  like 
ier  be  forced  on  you,  it  is  hoped  that  renewed  exertions  on  your  part 
lave  induced  the  Emperor  to  desist  from  his  intention  of  presenting 
-,  but,  if  you  should  have  been  compelled  to  receive  them,  you  will 
he  same  means  of  sending  them  to  the  United  States. 
ur  despatches  from  1  to  7,  inclusive,  have  been  received,  also  your 
j  (not  numbered)  one  of  the  15th  and  two  of  the  17th  of  June  last 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  VAIL,  Acting  Secretary. 
tOMAB  N.  Carr,  Esq., 
United  States  Consul,  Tangier. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES* 


Mat  25,  184a 

Submitted,  and  Meted  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Strange  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

mittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  fljf 
/  B.  Mason,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report : 

le  facts  of  this  case  are  fully  and  sufficiently  set  forth  in  a  report 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  2d  of  May,  1838,  to  wnfeti 
committee  now  refer,  and  adopt  it  as  a  part  of  this  report ;  and, 
nity  thereto,  submit  the  following  resolution : 
d,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


May  2, 1838. 

mittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
I B.  Mason,  have  had  the  same  wider  consideration,  and  report : 

te  claim  of  the  petitioner  is  for  an  indemnity  for  losses  sustained 
ider  a  contract  with  the  Navy  Commissioners,  executed  on  the 
arch,  1831,  for  procuring  and  delivering  mast  and  spar  timber 
te  of  the  first  class,  to  be  got  out  to  the  specifications  and  dimen- 
et  forth  in  a  paper  annexed  to  the  contract 
t  pretended  that  the  petitioner  ever  got  out  or  delivered  the  tim- 
Ling  to  the  contract  as  executed  between  the  parties ;  but  he  con- 
appears  to  have  been  the  fact,  that,  upon  the  acceptance  by  the 
oners  of  his  bid  for  getting  said  timber,  and  several  months  be- 
ontract  was  prepared  and  executed,  he  was  furnished,  at  the 
.  in  Charlestown,  by  the  proper  officer  there,  with  a  written 
3f  the  dimensions  of  the  timber  required  for  the  masts  and  spars 
frigate ;  according  to  which  he  cut,  prepared,  and  was  ready  to 
e  same.  The  dimensions  thus  furnished  differed  from  those 
re  annexed  to  the  written  contract,  and,  in  consequence  of  not 
g  to  the  latter,  the  timber  could  not  be  inspected  or  received. 
.  a  representation  of  these  facts,  the  Navy  Commissioners  weTe 
n  November,  1831,  to  direct  their  inspector  to  receive  the  tim- 
iformable  to  the  written  dimensions ;  but,  in  consequence  of  in- 
e  timber  by  worms,  it  was  then  found  not  to  answer  thosedi- 
In  consequence  of  which,  the  petitioner  alleges  in  his  {tttitioa*J| 
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that  he  lost  the  entire  set,  and,  therefore,  prays  Congress  to  pes 

pay  him  for  it. 

If  the  foregoing  were  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  it  would  seem] 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  should  he  granted ;  but  it  appears,  fi 
of  letters  obtained  from  the  Navy  Commissioners,  that,  on  tl 
January,  1832,  Mason  wrote  to  Commodore  Rodgers,  asking  ths 
ber  might  be  received  by  the  Government  as  promiscuous  tijit 
price  as  the  Commissioners  should  fix ;  and  that  he  would  go  or 
and  get  new  sets  agreeably  to  the  rules  ^prescribed,  or  in  any  < 
ner  the  Commissioners  may  direct,  or  to  enter  into  a  new  contrar 
16th  of  January,  1832,  Commodore  Rodgers  assented  to  this  pi 
and  on  the  15th  of  February,  1832,  Mason  writes  to  Connnodo 
that  "  he  is  prepared  to  execute  the  new  contract  for  masts  and  s 
got  out  by  the  rules  obtained  from  your  office ;  and  as  to  the  M 
spars  at  Norfolk  (referred  to  in  your  letter),  he  had  othencise.  dispose 
And  by  the  letter  of  the  17th  of  April,  1KJS,  from  the  Navy  Co 
ers  to  this  committee,  it  appears  that,  on  the  Oth  of  March,  It 
contract  was  entered  into  between  said  Commissioners  and  the 
for  three  sets  of  masts  and  spars,  in  which  it  is  agreed  and  de< 
the  former  contract  of  the  16th  of  March,  1S31  (on  which  the 
now  claims),  is  null  and  void  in  law.  Wherelbre,  the  commi 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  g 
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Session. 


REPORT 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 


IN    RELATION 


ke  survey  of  a  site  for  a  fortification  on  the  coast  of  the  State  of 

Mississippi. 


May  26, 1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department,  May  26,  1840. 

a :  The  enclosed  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  which  I  have  tip 
►1  to  transmit  herewith,  in  relation  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
of  April,  1836,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  to  "  cause  to  be 
eyed  the  most  eligible  sites  for  a  fortification  on  or  near  that  portion  of 
toast  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or 
stands  in  that  vicinage,  suitable  for  the  defence  of  that  section  and  of 
ommerce  that  exists  there,  especially  that  commerce  which  is  carried 
jtween  New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  or  between  the  Pearl  river  or  Pasca* 
1  and  either  of  the  abovementioned  cities ;  and  that  he  cause  to  be 
5  the  proper  estimates  of  the  expense  necessary  for  the  erection  and 
lg  such  fortification  ;  and  that  he  make  report  thereof  to  the  Senate 
5  next  session  of  Congress :"  will  point  out  the  measures  taken  by  the 
tment  to  enable  it  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  that  resolution, 
lave  the  honor  to  beg  that  I  may  be  informed  whether  this  report, 
her  with  that  on  the  general  plan  of  defence,  which  includes  that 
m  of  the  maritime  frontier  embraced  in  the  resolution  already  sub- 
d  to  Congress,  will  not  supersede  the  necessity  of  any  further  action 
e  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  K  POINSETT, 
n.  R.  M.  Johnson, 
President  of  the  Senate. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  May  20, 1840. 

i :  The  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  April,  1836,  referred  to 
lepartment  on  the  22d  April,  required  "that  the  Secretary  of  War  be 
ted  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  most  eligible  sites  for  a  fortification  od 
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or  near  that  portion  of  the  coast  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  bordering* 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  the  islands  in  that  vicinage,  suitable  for  thedefa* 
of  that  section,  and  of  the  commerce  that  exists  Ihere,  especially  that  cot 
mercc  which  is  carried  on  between  New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  or  between  k 
Pearl  river,  or  Pascagoula,  and  either  of  the  abovementioned  cities  :m( 
that  he  cause  to  be  made  the  proper  estimates  of  the  expense  necessary  fe 
the  erection  and  arming  such  fortification,  and  that  he  make  report  thorf 
to  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  of  Congress." 

On  the  15th  of  July  following,  a  request  was  addressed  to  the  Secretvr 
of  War  that  a  brigade  of  topographical  engineers  be  detailed  to  makeife 
survey  required  by  the  resolution ;  and  on  the  10th  of  August,  Nip 
Chase,  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  was  furnished  with  a  copy  oi  the  res* 
tion  and  letter  just  mentioned,  and  requested  to  report  a  plan  and  estimt 
for  the  proposed  fortification  at  as  early  a  period  us  circumstances  vooH 
permit. 

On  the  27th  August,  1836,  Major  Chase  replied  that  he  was  enabled  to 
state,  from  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  coast  of  the  State  of  Misssppi 
bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  that  there  was  no  one  eligible  sitcoiik 
coast,  or  the  islands  in  its  vicinage,  which  can  be  occupied  so  as  to  sua 
the  objects  of  the  resolution,  either  as  they  relate  to  tha  general  defence c( 
the  coast,  or  to  the  protection  of  the  commerce  carried  on  between  Sfe 
and  New  Orleans,  or  intermediate  points :  for  the  single  reason,  that,  if  i 
whole  coast  of  Mississippi  is  to  be  defended  by  means  of  forts  and  batten 
and  its  commerce  protected,  a  great  many  points  must  be  occupied,  with a 
many  fortifications ;  remarks  upon  the  extent  of  the  survey  and  estinafc 
and  the  expediency  of  so  extensive  a  line  of  fortifications;  and  that, in hs 
,  opinion,  the  commerce  of  the  coast  would  be  better  protected  by  doaj 

i  steam-batteries. 

On  the  19th  September,  1836,  Major  Chase  was  informed  that  theCrf 

*'  of  the  Topographical  Bureau  had  advised  the  department  that  no  asMtf 

\  could  as  yet  be  obtained  for  the  survey ;  and  that,  if  his  information  osfc 

.  subject  was  so  full  and  accurate  as  to  enable  him  to  form  a  positiwd 

I  certain  opinion,  a  general  statement  of  the  facts  and  reasons  upon  whkfcit 

■  was  formed  might  be  acceptable  to  the  Senate,  in  the  absence  of  the  M 

specific  information  required  by  the  resolution  ;  but  that,  should  the  If 

graphical  engineers  be  enabled  to  make  the  survey,  he  must  prepare* 

plan  and  estimates. 

On  the  13th  October,  1836,  Major  Chase  replied  that  his  informatwaii 
the  subject  was  not  so  full  and  accurate  as  to  enable  him  to  express  a  p» 
tive  and  certain  opinion  on  the  proper  defence  of  the  coast  of  Mississippi 
On  the  28th  November,  1836,  Major  Chase  reported  that  Major  GribM 
(the  topographical  engineer  selected  to  make  the  survey)  had  not  yet  bes 
enabled  to  commence  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  Mississippi,  and  tlalfr 
bad  joined  the  army  in  Florida. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  operations  of  the  department  for  the  J* 
1836,  it  was  stated,  under  the  head  of  "  Site  for  a  fort  on  the  g*lf**l 
Mississippi— A  requisition  was  made  on  the  15th  of  July  last  for  a  hip 
of  topographical  engineers  to  make  the  survey  in  question,  in  older* 
comply  with  thb  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  of  April,  which  * 
referred  to  this  department  The  report  of  the  survey  has  not  yd  i* 
Wcarfved." 
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the  annual  report  of  the  department  for  the  year  1837,  it  was  again 
that  no  report  had  then  been  received  of  the  survey  for  determining 

te  of  said  fort,  but,  when  received,  the  project  of  defence  would  be  de- 

Qed  and  submitted. 

:h  of  these  reports  having  been  laid  before  Congress,  and  the  report  of 

irvey  not  having  yet  been  received,  (which,  indeed,  it  is  believed,  would 
of  little  importance,)  I  would  respectfully  ask  whether,  under  these 

instances,  it  is  your  wish  that  any  thing  further  be  done  in  the  matter  % 

ave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Engmterr 

n.  Joel  R,  Poinsett,  Secretary  of  War. 
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MEMOBIAL 


•r 


E  SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA,  NEW  JER- 
SEY, AND  DELAWARE, 


PRAYING 


9  adoption  of  measures  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slavetrade. 


May  27, 1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Staies  in  Con- 
gress assembled  : 

s  memorial  of  the  representatives  of  the  religions  Society  «f  Krinis, 
ommonly  called  Quakers,  in  Pennsylvania;  New  Jersey,  0eiaware,tfcc, 

IPECTFULLT  REPRESENTS  : 

'hat  your  memorialists  are  induced,  by  apprehension  of  religions  duty, 
regard  for  the  present  and  future  welfare  of  our  common  country,,  to 
it  the  attention  of  Congress  to  an  evil  of  great  and  appafttkig  magni- 

Sin  which  we  have  reasons  to  believe  that  many  of  our xhittna  are 
y  involved. 

Te  are  encouraged  to  hope  that  our  application  will  be  judged  worthy 
erious  consideration,  from  the  circumsfenoe  that  the  President  of  3he 
ted  States,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  called  the  attention  of 
r  body  to  the  same  subject :  we  allude  to  the  African  slavetrade.  ^JTe 
fully  aware  that  this  traffic  is  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  nea4y  aii*he 
trnments  in  the  civilized  world,  whose  subjects  or  citizens  haw  ever 
i  engaged  in  its  prosecution ;  and  that  the  two  most  active  and.  exten- 

maritime  nations  on  the  globe  have  denounced  it  as  piratical, and 
cribed  for  those  who  may  be  found  employed  in  it  the  awful  pun»h- 
t  of  death ;  yet  the  information  which  we  have  obtained  from  various 
ces  of  unquestionable  authenticity,  has  led  to  the  sorrowful  conviction 

this  iniquitous  commerce  has,  for  several  years  post,  been  prosecuted 
greater  extent,  and  in  a  manner  more  destructive  to  its  victims,  than  it 
was  before. 

cider  all  the  difficulties  attendant  upon  this  inquiry,  and  with  ample 
ranee  for  all  the  questionable  eases,  an  estimate,  founded  chiefly  on 
al  documents,  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  no  fewer  than  one  hundred 
fifty  thousand  African  slaves  are  annually  landed  oivthe  coasts  of  :Bra- 
3uba,  and  Porto  Rico.    A  large  number  is  known  to  be  carrieduiu^ 
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Texas ;  and  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  many  a 
into  the  United  Stales. 

It  is  needless  to  expatiate  upon  the  scenes  of  havoc  an 
which  this  commerce  is  supplied ;  the  sanguinary  confli 
conflagrations,  and  the  toilsome  march  through  inhospi 
under  a  burning  sun,  must  be  familiar  to  the  mind  of  ev 
conversant  with  the  history  of  the  slavetrade.  From  ttu 
mony  of  numerous  witnesses,  we  are  warranted  in  the  cc 
number  who  perish  by  fatigue,  famine,  and  the  sword,  cot 
the  number  who  reach  the  coast  alive. 

The  diseases  generated  in  the  holds  of  the  slaveships, 
-was  tolerated,  are  well  known  to  have  given  U>  the  mt 
than  ten  times  its  usual  speed. 

But  the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  now  prosec 
"increased  the  horrors  and  mortality  of  the  middle  passag 
gaged  in  it  are  constructed  for  rapid  sailing ;  hence  the 
the  slaves  is  more  limited  now  than  before  the  prohi 
enacted.  Other  causes,  sufficiently  obvious,  augment 
mortality  attendant  upon  the  passage  across  the  Atlantic 
.founded  upon  a  considerable  collection  of  ascertained  cast 

Ert  the  conclusion  that  rather  more  than  one-fourth  of 
rked  on  the  African  coast  perish  before  they  reach  I 
destination  in  the  western  world.  Connecting  this  coi 
estimate  already  given  of  those  who  perish  in  procuring; 
.  silly  disembarked,  we  are  brought  to  the  dreadful  convii 
.  can  continent  is  annually  despoiled,  by  means  of  the  s 
four  to  five  hundred  thousand  of  its  inhabitants ;  or  coi 
of  a  thousand  a  day. 

If  we  could  believe  that  this  desolating  traffic  was  carr 

try  foreigners,  it  might  still  be  worthy  of  consideration 

cues  of  the  United  States  with  the  other  Governments  o 

.  .not  to  be  exerted  toward  arresting  or  mitigating  so  enorm 

■we  have  sorrowful  evidence  that  a  large  part  is  prosecuK 

■■  Section  of  the  American  flag,  and  that  American  citizei 

capital  ore  deeply  engaged  in  it    It  is  an  undeniable  fa 

Tassels  are  built  in  the  United  States  and  sent  to  Cub 

.  Cape  de  Verd  islands,  where  a  sale,  real  or  pretended,  is 

eignar,  and  a  few  foreigners  are  taken  on  board— the  Am. 

retaining  their  places.    With  this  mixed  crew  the  vessi 

the  American  nag,  to  the  African  coast    If  visited  by  a  £ 

American  character  is  assumed,  as  on  efficient  protection 

■of  our  national  vessels  falls  in  their  way,  the  foreigners  f 

and  the  Americans  toko  the  character  of  passengers.    Tr 

ted  ,^totesi  be'DK  found  the  most  efficient  protection,  is  g« 

■mul  the  slaves  are  embarked,  when  it  disappears,  and 

"rmgaJiisually  takes  its  place.    It  is  even  said,  that  the  I 

oeen  used  to  cover  this  nefarious  traffic,  in  its  preparatoi 

-where (neither  the  vessel  nor  crew  had  any  claim  to  the  An 

It  the  transfer  to  foreigners  of  ships  built  in  the  United 

*■»  citizens,  equipped  and  prepared  in  all  respects  for  I 
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affic.    Trading  with  known  pirates,  famishing  them  with  stores, 
out  vessels  for  their  purposes,  has  been  regarded  as  a  crime  of 
ocity  with  piracy  itself. 

spectfullv  but  earnestly  solicit  the  serious  attention  of  Congress  to 
;ting  subject,  and  desire  that  they  will  adopt  such  measures  as  to 
ie  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  the  infamy  and  guilt  of  par- 
r  in  this  foul  opprobrium  of  the  Christian  name.  The  Federal 
lent  has  been  highjy  applauded  for  its  early  and  active  exertions 
tx)lition  of  this  traffic ;  and  we  ardently  desire  that  those  who  are 
with  the  legislation  of  this  great  and  growing  republic  may 
seek  and  experience  the  wisdom  which  comes  from  above,  to  direct 
the  adoption  of  proper  measures ;  and  that  the  powerful  influence 
lited  States  with  other  maritime  nations  of  the  world  may  be  judi- 
xerted  for  the  final  and  total  suppression  of  a  traffic  so  revolting  to 
f9  and  so  totally  irreconcilable  with  the  character  of  a  Christian 
ity. 

1  by  direction,  on  behalf  of  a  meeting  of  the  representatives  afore- 
1  in  Philadelphia  the  17th  of  the  4th  month,  1840. 

WILLIAM  EVANS,  Clerk. 
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MEMORIAL  4/ 


I 


OP 

NUMEROUS  CITIZENS  OF  ILLINOIS, 

FRAYING 

appropriation  of  public  lands  for  the  improvement  of  Rode  rimer. 


«* 


Mat  27,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


b  honorable  Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in 

Congress  assembled : 

5  petition  of  the  undersigned,  residents  in  the  valley  of  Rock  river,  in 
ate  of  Illinois,  respectfully  showeth — 

it,  at  a  large  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  region,  held  pursuant 
ice,  at  Rockford,  in  Winnebago  county,  on  the  11th  of  January,  1640) 
\  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  improvement  of  Rock  river, 
lowing  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 
olved,  That  we  petition  the  United  States  Congress  to  grant  an  ap» 
ation  of  150,000  acres  of  the  public  lands,  the  proceeds  of  which  to 
►lied  to  the  improvement  of  Rock  river  for  steamboat  navigation. 
olved,  That  we  apply  for  the  same  to  be  selected  from  the  residue  of 
lot  taken  up  by  the  settlers,  or  other  purchasers  at  the  government 
lies;  and  within  20  miles  of  either  bank  of  Rock  river, 
lompliance  with  these  resolutions,  we  deem  it  proper  to  state,  that  fctr 
itions  have  ever  been  made  for  the  munificence  of  Congress  where 
rect  interests  of  the  nation  and  that  of  the  applicants  were  more  cora- 
*  blended,  than  in  the  project  of  a  union,  by  water,  of  the  great  chain 
them  Lakes  with  the  Upper  Mississippi. 

it  the  importance  of  this  object,  regarding  our  whole  country,  is  greatly 
Bed  by  taking  a  view  of  the  numerous  artificial  channels  of  connmr- 
m,  finished  or  in  progress,  connecting  themselves  by  links  of  railroads 
nals,  and  stretching  westward  from  the  various  cities  on  the  Atlantic 
rsect  with  the  great  lakes ;  and  that  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michi- 
ow  bounds  the  commercial  horizon  of  that  region;  there  being  no 
ible  rivers  penetrating  the  country  from  thence  westward. 
ft  petitioners  would  also  direct  your  attention  to  the  vast  mlmnd 
y,  between  the  lakes  and  the  Mississippi,  through  the  fertile  regions 
ikonBin  and  northern  Illinois  to  the  Upper  Mississippi,  #hieh  dcmvb 
:h  a  country  abounding  in  the  fruitful  productions  of  agrieultural  in- 
;  abundant  in  timber,  and  helding  iff  her  lap  the  moat  unbonded 
re*  of  mineral  wealth. 

Biro,  printers. 


evidence  01  tne  important  light  in  winch  it  la  viewed  by  I 
ing  a  great  connecting  link  between  the  waters  of  the  Mil 
ofthe  northern  lakes,  which  will  hare  the  most  beneficial 


ting  the  future  welfare  of  the  people  of  Wiskonsin,  by  ope 
municatiun  between  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  and  tl 
sippi,  by  the  Rock  river,  which  is  the  most  prnclicabl 
passing  through  a  fertile  region  of  country,  well  adapt* 
purposes.  The  completion  of  this  canal  will  be  the  nw 
products  of  the  mining  region  of  Wiskonsin  can  be  more 
to  the  eastern  markets,  which  now  takes  the  much  large 
itous  route  by  the  way  of  New  Orleans. 

Governor  Dodge  makes  a  further  reference  to  the  i 
would  attach  itself  In  the  improvement  of  the  navigatioi 
bis  remarks  respecting  the  Pekatonica  (the  largest  tribute 
which,  taking  its  rise  in  the  Territory,  is  already  navip 
from  within  seven  miles  of  Minimi  Point,  in  the  heart  of  I 
lo  its  junction  with  Rock  river,  near  the  north  line  of  ibis 

He  forcibly  remarks,  that  "  the  advantages  that  would 
resident  in  the  mining  region  of  country  bordering  on  thj 
a  water  communication  with  the  Mississippi  m*r  for  thi 
their  heavy  products  to  market,  in  lieu  of  the  present  land 
forty  miles,  are  very  apparent,  Great  facilities  would  « 
tin  agriculturists  of  that  section,  in  the  transportation  of  I 
lice  to  a  southern  market" 

Viewing  the  subject  in  this  light,  your  petitioners  are 
over-wrought  importance  has  been  given  to  the  benefit 
improving  the  navigation  of  Rock  river  to  its  intersectio 
river  and  Milwaukie  canal ;  thus  uniting,  by  an  almost 
vast  bodies  of  agricultural,  commercial,  and  mineral  weall 
such  work  shall  be  completed,  it  will  not  be  sectional  i 
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have  little  to  anticipate  further  from  that  source  toward  accom- 
is  object,  for  many  years  to  come. 

>king  to  the  speedy  opening  of  this  channel  (which,  on  the  part 
in,  is  about  being  constructed),  this  region  or  couutry  has  become 
yond  all  precedent  in  the  settling  of  new  countries  ;  and  that, 
sir  industry,  the  inhabitants  were  enabled  to  pay  into  the  national 
it  the  public  land  sale  the  past  October,  a  large  sum  of  money  for 
ved  farms;  but  that  now  a  vast  amount  of  agricultural  produc- 
cumulaling  in  the  valley  of  Rock  river,  without  any  feasible  out* 
)  a  distant  market,  or  the  mineral  regions  on  their  western  bor- 
rect  effect  of  which  is  to  paralyze  their  industry  and  to  prevent 
lement  in  the  country,  and  consequently  a  falling  off  in  the  sale 
c  lands. 

3  Government  still  owns  the  great  body  of  the  lands  in  this  val- 
ween  the  lakes  and  the  Mississippi,  which  aremostly  untimbered, 
must  remain  unsold  for  a  great  length  of  time,  unless  a  naviga- 
lication  is  opened  to  the  timber  country  in  the  north,  or  the  coal 
ich  abound  near  to  the  mouth  of  Rock  river, 
lr  petitioners  firmly  believe  that  a  donation  of  lands  which  shall 
uin  equal  to  the  expense  of  making  a  navigable  communication 
\  waters  of  Rock  river,  to  intersect  with  the  Milwaukie  and  Rock 
would  at  once  enhance  what  remains  of  the  public  domain 
lore  than  the  present  value  of  (hose  donated, 
itioners  would  further  state,  that  the  lands  about  to  be  applied 
second  rate  value,  and  that  under  no  circumstances  could  such 
much,  unless  the  same  were  offered  for  sale  with  the  knowledge 
t  of  the  purchasers,  that  the  funds  arising  therefrom  would  be 
l  manner  to  give  them  value,  viz:  to  open  a  navigable  channel 
market,  and  the  means  of  bringing  timber  and  fuel  for  the  wants 
e  country,  in  exchange. 

e,  we  most  respectfully  pray  your  honorable  bodies,  to  enact  a 
zing  commissioners  to  select  150,(XK)  acres  of  the  public  lands 
ralley  of  Rock  river,  and  within  twenty  miles  of  either  bank  of 
i,  from  the  residue  of  those  not  taken  up  by  the  settlers  or  other 
at  the  Government  sales  ;  the  proceeds  of  which  to  be  applied 
)vemeut  of  Rock  river  for  steamboat  navigation,  from  its  mouth 
srn  termination  of  the  Milwaukie  and  Rock  river  canal. 

Bass  R.  Prichard 

Dana  C.  N.  Turner 

Hemmenway  H.  W.  Bingham 

his  Briggs  Francis  Wheeler 

Irus  R.  Green,  jr. 
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s  Throop  Dennis  Warren 
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Obadith  Merrill 
R  H.  Shaw 
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Lyman  Merrill 
Samuel  Carr 
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Rodolphns  Brown 

Erasure  Johnson 

R.  L.  McKenney 

Wm.  K.  Dewey 

Salmon  C.  Cotton 


Spooner  Ruggtei 
William  Gwynn  Groodhni 
John  Perrine 
Thomas  Klennish 
Orson  Eddy 
H.  A.  Shaw 
Joseph  Knox 
J.  Wilson  Drury 
George  Mixter 
P.Gregg 
R.  McGrew 
Wm.  Frizzell 
Lemuel  Andrews 
Sylvester  Cleveland 
Peter  Grover 
Eli  Burbant 
Lewis  Patterson 
SimoQ  B.  Scott 
Jonathan  Patterson 
Joseph  Miner 
LeviM.Taft 
Truman  Stoddard 
John  Grover 
Alanson  Grover 
A.  L.  Mason 
Wm.  T.  Sevill 
Henry  Vauscet 
Jonathan  Patterson,  jr. 
Ira  Hersey 
George  F.  Sampson 
Calvin  Harden 
John  Jeffery 
Samuel  A.  Blair 
Edward  Bradley 
Geo.  A.  Bradley 
John  J.  Jones 
James  Coulter 
Augustus  Barnaby 
William  Thomas 
Charles  Brewster 
Joel  Clark 
John  Keeler 
Truman  Keeler 
John  Robinson 
Jesse  Blin 
Merrill  E.  Mack 
John  Gibson 
James  B.  Wetherhed 
Bernard  Crangle 
Daniel  Faircnilds 
J.  Russel  Jones 
Erastus  Pettyboae 
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Moses  Blood 
Jos.  Shinn 
Win.  Bothwell 
Abram  Drake 

D.  M.  Brutal 
J.  S.  King 
W.  Smith 

G.  W.  Downs 
Wm.  R.  Streeter 
Levi  Hammon 
Ira  Druse 
John  Kelso 
Charles  Hamilton 
A.  Westalls 
A.  F.  Moss 
Asa  Williams 
John  Whitney 
J.  S.  Cates 
John  Scanlin 
Lucius  J.  Barber 
James  M.  Cushmau 
Cyrus  Cushmau 
Peter  Rogan 
Josiah  Drew 
Wm.  Sanborn 
Robert  Kennedy 
Enos  L.  Braman 
John  Ball 
James  Lee 
Hiram  Wheeler 
A.  E.  Taylor 
C.  W.  Hayden 
Gay  Hayden 
C.  D.  Taylor 

E.  W.  Hayden 
R.  J.  Currier 
Andrew  Lansing 

E.  fc.  Phifield 

F.  J.  Roberts 
Patrick  Rogan 
E.  L.  Massey 
Levi  St.  John 
Bschyllus  Masters 
Eugene  Masters 
Hiram  Z.  Britain 
H.  H.  Britain 
Wm.  A.  Gordon 
William  Jones,  jr. 
Thomas  Jones 
David  Jones 
John  S.  Parker 
P.  J.  Shuinwary 
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Oliver  Hughbersen 
J.  L.  Cowles 
E.  A.  Nixon 
Arthur  E.  Blood 
Charles  E.  Drake 
W.  B.  H.  Gray 
Stephen  Jenner 
S.  S.  Whitman 
Daniel  Blanchard 
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S.  S.  Adams 
Cornelius  Conolly 
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E.  E.  May 
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'William  Story 
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Ezra  Tinker 
W.  G.  Thomas 
Jonathan  Stone 
Reuben  Burk 
E.  T.  Loomls 
Jeremiah  Deane 
P.  B.  Crosby 

J.  R.  Molony 
E.  G.  Dowling 
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John  Allen 
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Martin  Britain 
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Felix  Butterfield 
E.  M.  Sexton 
Barclay  Moore 
William  Whalle 
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Edwy  Mason 
J.  F.  Field 
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Eliada  Brown 
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Samuel  Belding 
A.  R.  Britain 
G.  S.  Donaldson 
Robert  Masters 
Solomon  Brown 
David  Bartlet 
Merritt  Sabin 
Wm.  H.  Heath 
Wm.  Patterson 
E.  P.  Moultrie 
Levi  Mouthros 
Oliver  Bennvien 
David  Hartson 
Elijah  Rigley 
Sam.  King 
James  Moore 
Wm.  Minor 
M.  Simple 
M.  Peter  Simple 
Gardner  G.  Stevens 
E.  M.  Miller 
M.  M.  York 
Peter  My  res 
J.  B.  Barber 
N.  E.  Cartwright 
J.  F.  Keeler 
John  Gavins 
Sam.  Bowman 
Charles  Morgay 
H.  G.  Howlelt 
R.  B.  Allen 
Russel  Town 
Daniel  Harkins 
L.  D.  Whiting 
A.  H.  Simonson 
John  Morse 
H.  S.  Benjamin 
John  G.  Bell  an  gy 
Wm.  Sea  word 
James  Hatch,  jr. 
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D.  B.  McKenney 
John  Barns 
T.  H.  Burroughs 
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Elijah  Dixon 
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George  Fisher 
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James  Rosman 
H.  H.  Henry 
M.  Shury 
John 'Miller 
Wm.  Tewgood 
E.  Nickols 
L.  Latwdie 
James  B.  Martyn 
John  Fisher 
George  K.  Skimftr 
B.  F.  Fletcher 
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turn. 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


May  28,  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  ft.  No.  193.] 

mittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  were  referred  "  An  ad  for  the  relief 
)e  Dickman,  widow  of  John  Dickmanf  and  also  the  petition  of 
\ebc,  report : 

am  rests  on  four  alleged  terms  of  service  by  the  husband  in  the 
q.  The  first,  of  one  month  in  1775,  is  sustained  by  the  testimony 
ams  and  that  of  the  husband,  in  a  declaration  to  obtain  a  pension ; 
iot  supported  by  the  rolls  of  the  company.  The  second  term,  of 
ths  in  1775,  stands  upon  the  husband's  declaration  alone,  being 
rne  out  by  the  rolls  nor  by  other  evidence.  The  third  term,  of 
[is  from  December,  1 775,  is  satisfactorily  proved.  The  officers' 
the  fourth  terra,  in  1776,  are  not  given ;  so  that  no  examination  of 
lentary  evidence  at  the  department,  in  relation  to  it,  can  be  made, 
d  be  doing  violence  to  all  the  rules  adopted  by  this  committee  for 
ance,  to  sanction  this  claim  upon  the  evidence  furnished ;  and  the 
t  recommend  its  indefinite  postponement. 

ea,  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  28, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

f  To  accompany  hill  H.  R.  No.  184. J 

littee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  House  bill  (No.  184) /or 
the  relief  of  John  Keelcr,  report : 

iry  for  which  the  petitioner  claims  a  pension,  is  alleged  to  have 
red  on  the  30th  of  April  or  the  1st  of  May,  1814.  He  was  dis- 
;  Fort  Barbour  on  the  22d  of  June,  1814,  "having  served  the 
y  required  by  law."  No  application  appears  to  have  been  made 
an  for  more  than  twenty  years  after  the  date  of  the  injury,  nor  is 
3xplanation  why  he  did  not  before  apply,  or  any  evidence  of  the 
;e  of  the  disability  from  1814  to  1834.  This  committee  regard 
36  on  which  the^committee  of  the  House  seem  to  have  reported  a 
relief,  as  wholly  unsatisfactory,  and  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the 
ner,  expressed  in  the  following  letter,  viz:  "  I  herewith  return  the 
he  case  of  John  Keeler.  In  February  last,  when  the  claimant 
\  office,  I  requested  Dr.  King,  the  acting  Surgeon  General,  to  ex* 
i.  He  did  so,  and  reported  that  he  could  discern  no  disability 
lid  entitle  the  applicant  to  a  pension.  The  rolls  afford  no  evi- 
tever  of  his  having  been  in  any  way  injured  while  in  the  service, 
tion,  you  will  perceive,  in  this  case,  is  not,  that  such  cases  are  not 
by  the  invalid  pension  laws,  but  that  the  evidence  is  not  such  as 
eived  as  conclusive,  after  the  report  made  by  the  chief  officer  of 
il  staff.  I  should  not,  under  such  circumstances,  be  justified  in 
the  claim." 

s,  printers. 
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May  28, 1840.* 

.  Submitted,  and  oidned  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PrsBCB  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  EL  R.  No.  19a] 

The  Committee  on  Pension*,  to  whom  was  referred  "An  act  granting  a 
pension  to  Catharine  Allen,  widow  of  Amy  Allen"  report: 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  the  evidence  is  totally  insufficient 
to  support  the  claim.  It  is  general,  and  does  not  establish  the  commence- 
ment or  duration  of  the  alleged  service.  It  is  pretended  that  Allen  received 
a  discharge,  and  it  is  stated  that  the  discharge,  dated  in  1783,  was  in  the 
hands  of  an  agent  in  1818,  and  is  now  lost  The  testimony  of  the  agent  is 
not  produced  to  show  the  contents  of  the  discharge,  and  how  it  was  de- 
stroyed ;  and  no  explanation  is  given  for  the  failure  to  furnish  the  agent's 
testimony  in  regard  to  these  material  facts. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Blair  &  Ri?es,  printers. 
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Ut  Session.  L  J 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  28, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  petition  of  Lot 

Stricklin,  report  : 

The  petitioner  was  placed  upon  the  pension  roll  in  1833,  at  the  rate  of 
eighty  dollars  per  annum,  for  Revolutionary  services.  In  1835  his  name 
was  stricken  from  the  roll  on  account  of  objections  to  the  character  of  his 
service.  He  then  filed  a  new  declaration,  accompanied  by  new  and  addi- 
tional evidence,  and  was  again  enrolled  at  the  rate  of  forty  dollars  per 
annum ;  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  receive  any  thing  under  the  new  cer- 
tificate, until  an  amount  had  been  retained  equal  to  what  had  been  erro- 
neously paid  to  him  under  the  first  certificate,  being  one-half  of  the  whole 
sum,  at  the  rate  of  eighty  dollars  per  annum,  received  by  him  from  March 
4, 1881,  to  the  time  he  was  stricken  from  the  roll.  He  complains  that  this 
left  him  without  one  cent  of  pension  for  many  years,  exposing  him  to  much 
suffering,  and  prays  for  a  grant  of  the  amount  thus  withheld.  He  also 
applies  for  further  relief  on  the  ground  that  he  served  two  years. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  evidence  does  not  convince  the  committee 
that  he  ought  to  have  been  allowed  a  greater  pension  at  first  than  the  pen- 
sion which  he  now  receives ;  and  they  therefore  report  the  following  res- 
'Oluion : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted, 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Williams  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  350.] 

e  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  regulate 
enlistments  into  the  army  and  navy,  report : 

That,  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  is  stated  that 
>me  further  legislative  enactments  are  required  to  prevent  improper  re* 
its  being  received  into  the  military  service,  and  to  punish  persons  who, 
>wingly  and  wilfully,  swear  falsely  when  taking  the  oath  required  by 
ulations  to  be  administered  to  them.  Minors  not  unfrequently  impose 
mselves  upon  the  recruiting  officer  by  swearing  that  they  are  of  age,  or 
producing  false  certificates  of  the  consent  of  their  parents  and  guardians 
heir  enlistment,  and,  after  receiving  their  clothing,  and  otherwise  putting 
Government  to  expense,  claim  to  be  released  on  the  plea  of  being  under 
.  The  commission  of  this  crime  is  of  so  frequent  occurrence  as  to  call 
a  remedv.  It  is  perjury,  and  ought  to  be  so  regarded  and  punished.* 
i  in  the  fast  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  it  is  stated,  "  I 
m  it  proper,  also,  to  bring  to  your  notice  an  abuse  of  great  importance 
he  interest  of  the  service.  Numerous  instances  occur  of  the  enlistment 
ninors,  and  it  is  obviously  impossible  to  discriminate  between  those  who 
,  and  those  who  are  not,  of  legal  age.  After  receiving  the  advance  of 
,  and  becoming,  perhaps,  indebted  to  the  purser  in  addition,  they  apply 
t  lawyer  or  magistrate,  procure  a  habeas  corpus,  and  obtain  their  release 
tiout  any  legal  obligations  to  pay  the  debt  thus  contracted.  The  in* 
ictions  to  recruiting  officers  authorize  them  to  cause  an  oath  to  be  ad- 
ustered  in  cases  of  doubt ;  but  it  has  been  decided  that  its  violation  does 
subject  the  offender  to  legal  punishment.  Cases  analagous  to  these  fre» 
ntly  occur  in  the  enlistment  of  apprentices  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con- 
38.  They  are  occasionally  presented  by  persons  claiming  to  be  their 
rata  or  guardians,  and  received  accordingly.  After  remaining  until  they 
sufficiently  educated,  and  capable  of  being  useful  to  their  real  parent^ 
latter  come  forward  and  prove  the  whole  case  a  fraud,  procure  a  habeas 
ous)  and  release  the  apprentice  after  he  has  been  maintained  and  educated 
he  public  expense.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the  pas* 
9  of  a  law  authorizing  recruiting  officers  to  cause  an  oath  to  be  admin- 
red  to  persons  offering  for  enlistment  in  cases  where  their  majority  is- 
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doubted,  and  in  every  case  to  parents  or  g 
prentices  to  the  navy,  the  violation  of  whic 
and  subject  the  offender  to  legal  prosecutioi 
From  these  official  representations  the  n 
under  consideration  are  apparent,  and  the  « 
amendment,  and  recommend  its  passage. 
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1st  Station.  L  J 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  29, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  re/erred  the  petition  of  Am- 

brose  Carey,  report : 

This  claim  wai  rejected  at  the  department  "because,"  says  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions  in  a  letter  of  May  25, 1840,  "  his  name  is  not  borne 
on  the  rolls  of  the  Virginia  State  troops,  in  which  he  alleges  he  rendered 
the  service.  There  were  no  troops  at  Richmond  in  1782,  in  November  of 
"which  year  he  alleges  he  was  discharged  from  Colonel  Dabney's  regiment" 
(at  Richmond).  "  The  presumption  raised  against  his  claim  by  the  silence 
of  the  records  is  met  by  the  testimony  of  a  witness,  whose  allegation  of  ser- 
vice in  the  same  regiment  is  in  like  manner  discredited  by  the  record.  It  is 
also  believed  that  the  witness  has  never  applied  for  a  pension,  or,  if  he  did, 
lie  must  be  the  individual  of  that  name  who  alleged  service  in  the  North 
Carolina  line.  Ambrose  Carey  applied  for  the  first  time  in  last  year,  as 
you  will  perceive."  Until  the  explanation  of  the  delay  in  the  application 
of  the  petitioner,  and  the  cause  why  the  witness,  Samuel  Wallace,  has  never 
Applied  for  a  pension  for  his  service  in  Colonel  Dabney's  regiment,  which, 
in  both  his  own  and  the  petitioner's  case,  is  asserted  to  have  been  of  eighteen 
months'  duration,  are  given,  the  silence  of  the  records  must  remain  conclu- 
sive against  the  claim.  It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  Wallace  served 
eighteen  months,  and  would  have  never  advanced  a  claim  for  a  pension ; 
and  if  he  be  the  person  of  that  name  who  alleged  service  in  the  North  Car- 
olina line,  without  naming  this  term,  so  long  and  so  easy  to  be  established, 
if  true,  he  is  most  surely  not  to  be  believed  now. 

The  committee  cannot,  against  the  presumption  raised  by  the  silence  of 
the  records,  and  under  circumstances  which  throw  doubt  and  discredit 
over  the  testimony,  sanction  this  claim. 

They  report  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 
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1st  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  29, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  White  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  300.] 

Tie  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mary 
Prettyman,  widow  of  Thomas  O.  Prcttyman,  deceased,  report : 

That  the  deceased,  Thomas  6.  Prettyraan,  being  a  sergeant  in  Captain 
Award  Asquith's  company  of  sharp-shooters,  rifle  battalion,  3d  brigade, 
aryland  militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  a  prisoner 
the  battle  of  North  Point,  on  the  12th  day  of  September,  1814 ;  and,  du- 
ng an  imprisonment  of  more  than  three  months  on  board  ship  and  in  the 
rogeons  of  Bermuda,  he  incurred,  from  rigorous  treatment  and  exposure, 
saoility  and  disease,  in  the  form  of  rheumatic  and  pulmonary  complaints, 
>m  which  he  never  recovered,  and  which  terminated  his  life  on  the  1 1th 
y  of  December,  1837.  He  filed  his  application  with  the  Executive  De- 
rtment  to  be  enrolled  as  an  invalid  pensioner  on  the  12th  of  May,  1836, 
rich  claim  was  not  allowed  on  account  of  the  supposed  insufficiency  of 
\  evidence.  Since  his  death,  leaving  his  widow,  the  petitioner,  in  de- 
idant  circumstances,  with  a  large  family  of  children,  the  evidence  has 
m  strengthened,  and  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  abundantly  suffi- 
nt  (if  produced)  to  have  entitled  the  deceased  to  the  benefit  of  the  invalid 
is  ion  laws.  As  the  only  means  of  meting  to  the  family  of  the  deceased 
1  justice  which  his  country  owed  him,  the  committee  have  reported  a  bill, 
>wing  to  the  widow  the  monthly  pay  of  a  sergeant  equal  to  a  period  of 
teteen  months,  viz:  from  the  12th  of  May,  1836,  the  date  of  deceased's 
)lication,  to  the  11th  of  December,  1837,  being  the  time  of  his  death. 
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JN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Mat  29, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  359.] 

vmiitee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mary 
Snow,  widow  of  Jonas  Snow,  report : 

>mmittee  concur  in  the  report  made  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
1  this  case,  on  the  6th  April,  1838,  which  contains  the  following 
of  the  case,  and  which  will  be  found  to  be  correct  on  examination, 

>etitioner,  Mary  Snow,  is  the  widow  of  Jonas  Snow,  who  served 
r  of  the  Revolution,  and  died  in  1813 :  she  was  married  in  1777. 
ion  is  accompanied  by  several  affidavits  proving  that  the  said 
red  as  sergeant,  ensign,  and  lieutenant.  The  Commissioner  did 
the  claim  of  the  petitioner,  on  the  ground  that  "  there  is  no  satis- 
idence  that  any  service  was  rendered  by  the  claimant's  husband 
late  of  the  marriage."  He  says :  "  If  the  names  of  the  regimental 
ider  whom  the  service  was  rendered  in  1777  could  be  furnished, 
esult  in  establishing  the  claim."  The  witnesses  state  that  he  was 
r  at  different  times  after  the  marriage.  He  first  entered  the  ser- 
e  spring  of  the  year  1775,  and  served  nine  months.  He  then  re- 
nd served  as  sergeant  one  year ;  and  continued  in  the  service,  and 
tie  of  lieutenant ;  and  served,  as  one  witness  states,  as  lieutenant, 
year." 

mmittee  report  the  accompanying  bill  for  twelve  months'  service 
it 
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PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


Of  RELATION  TO 


actings  instituted  under  a  resolution  of  Congress  to  try  the  title 
to  the  Pea  Patch  island  in  the  Delaware  river. 


Mat  25, 1840. 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mat  29,  1840. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

note  of  the  United  States : 

ait  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with  the 
rein  referred  to,  relative  to  the  proceedings  instituted  under  a  res- 
Congress,  to  try  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  island  in  the  Dela- 
,  ana  recommend  that  Congress  pass  a  special  act,  giving  to  the 
irt  of  the  district  of  Maryland  jurisdiction  to  try  the  cause. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
[Ngton,  May  23, 1840. 


War  Department,  May  28, 1840. 

have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  communication  addressed 
retary  of  War  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  covering  copies 
ipondence  between  that  officer  and  the  counsel  and  agent  of  the 
octor  Gale,  relative  to  the  proceedings  instituted  under  a  resolution 
»  to  try  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  island  in  the  Delaware  river. 
;w8  taken  by  the  Solicitor  relative  to  this  matter,  are  concurred  in 
partment,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  his  suggestions  to 
special  act  of  Congress,  giving  to  the  circuit  court  ofthe  district 
nd  jurisdiction  to  try  the  cause,  be  complied  with. 

spectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,  

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
lesident  of  the  United  States. 


Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Trkasubt, 

May  1, 184a 

[ere  with  enclosed,  are  copies  ofthe  recent  correspondence  between 
and  the  counsel  and  agent  of  the  heirs  of  Doctor  Gale,  relative  to 
dings  instituted  under  a  resolution  of  Congress  to  try  the  title  to 
atch  island  in  the  Delaware  river,  concerning  which,  I  request 
directions  be  given  as  may  be  considered  advisable. 

ea,  printer*, 
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t,  is  not  a  nullity,  but  one  under  which  possession  may  be  taken ; 
im  willing  to  concede  to  the  adverse  counsel  equal  sincerity  in  the 
ns  expressed  by  them  to  the  contrary.  It  is  therefore  very  desirable 
e  a  satisfactory  hearing  of  the  cause  in  the  Suprefne  Court  of  the 
1  States. 

obtain  this  object,  I  propose  that  Congress  be  requested  to  pass  a  spe- 
lt giving  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  district  of  Maryland  jurisdiction  to 
s  cause.  This  may  be  done  at  the  present  session,  and  the  cause  can 
tituted  anew,  and  brought  to  a  final  hearing,  by  consent  of  parties,  at 
xt  term  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  or,  if  no  consent  can  be  obtained,  the 
ay  be  progressed  with  as  rapidly  in  Baltimore  as  in  any  other  court 
tinst  a  proposition  of  this  kind,  there  can  be  no  just  cause  of  objection 
t  part  of  either  Delaware  or  New  Jersey. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

M.  BIRCHARD, 

Solicitor  of  the  TYeasury. 
i.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


f  papers  sent  with  the  letter  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated  May  1,  1840. 

of  a  letter  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  district  attorney  of 

Delaware,  dated  March  29,  1839. 

}f  a  letter  from  same  to  same,  of  July  11,  1S39. 

)f  a  letter  from  same  to  J.  T.  Hudson,  dated  July  11, 1839. 

rf  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Wall  and  Southard,  to  the  Solicitor  of  the 

'reasury,  dated  August  17, 1839. 

rf  a  letter  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  to  Messrs.  Wall  and 

outhard,  dated  October  8, 1S39. 

of  a  letter  from  same  to  Colonel  J.  G.  Totten,  Chief  Engineer,  dated 

fovember  23,  1839. 

)f  a  letter  from  same  to  Messrs.  Wall  and  Southard,  dated  January  8, 

340. 

rf  a  letter  from  J.  T.  Hudson,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  March  3, 

340. 

rf  a  letter  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  to  J.  T.  Hudson,  dated 

[arch  12, 1840. 

}f  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Wall  and  Southard,  to  the  Solicitor  of  the 

"reasury,  dated  April  9,  1840. 


oi  tne  committee  ot  me  House  01  Representatives,  zatn  uoi 

No.  92 ;  of  the  Senate  document,  25th  Congress,  2d  sea 

Executive  document,  25th  Congress,  3d  session,  No.  43, 

nish  you  with  general  information  in  regard  to  the  preset 

troversy.     Any  thing  further  that  you  may  require  will 

on  application  to  this  office.    It  is  the  desire  of  the  Seer 

the  suit  should  be  commenced  and  proceeded  with  as  rap 

order  that  it  may,  if  necessary,  be  taken  to  the  Supreme  O 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  H.  D. 

Solicitor' 

James  A.  Bayard,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Attorney,  New  Castle,  Delawara. 

Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the 


Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  transmitted  to  this  oi 
him,  dated  6th  instant.  I  enclose  you  copies  of  my  corres] 
Hudson  ;  from  which  you  will  perceive  the  view  I  hare 
ject,  and  also  the  reason  why  no  instructions  have  been 
ceed  under  the  judgment  obtained  in  favor  of  the  United 
Hay  term  of  the  circuit  court  in  your  district  No  intei 
with  the  present  position  of  the  property,  or  with  the  artic 
belong  to  the  United  States,  can  be  permitted  while  the  ] 
the  question  of  title  are  pending.  As  the  report  of  Mr.  Be 
apprehend  that  such  may  be  attempted,  I  have  requested  i 
be  sent  to  the  island,  to  apprize  you  immediately  of  any  i 
bind,  and  to  receive  the  possession  on  behalf  of  the  Un 
agent  for  this  purpose  is  Lieutenant  M.  C.  Meigs ;  who  w 
to  Delaware,  and  who  is  instructed  to  communicate  with  ] 
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Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 

July  11, 1839. 

a :  1  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  27th  June,  in  reply  to 
of  the  17th,  and  have  been  in  expectation  of  receiving  the  further  com- 
ication  which  you  promise  after  consulting  your  counsel.  The  desire 
3  United  States  in  the  proceedings  on  their  part  being,  as  I  stated  to  you, 
'  the  question  of  title  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  especially  so 
bring  it  if  necessary  before  the  Supreme  Court  at  their  next  session ; 
his  teing  also,  as  I  understood  from  you,  your  own  wish,  I  have  been 
sting  that  you  would  direct  an  appearance  to  the  ejectment  in  the  usual 
,  upon  which  I  might  instruct  the  district  attorney  to  consent  to  the 
neut  being  opened,  and  the  case  put  at  issue  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 

This  I  still  hope  to  do  at  a  very  early  day. 
the  meantime,  no  measures  have  been  adopted  to  take  possession 
r  the  judgment,  nor  was  it  intended  to  resort  to  them,  if  the  case  was 
l  train  for  a  judicial  decision  on  the  question  of  title ;  it  being  expected 
he  property  should  remain  in  its  present  position,  and  the  articles  there- 
hich  belong  to  the  United  States,  should  not  be  interfered  with.  I  have, 
tver,  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  a  letter  dated  the  6th  instant, 
?n  by  Mr.  Belin,  the  agent  of  the  Engineer  Department,  in  which  he 
t  that  Mr.  Cockrin,  the  overseer  at  Fort  Dearborn,  has  informed  him 
pour  attorney  came  on  the  island,  on  the  2d  instant,  and  stated  his  in- 
:>n  of  taking  away  the  hay,  and  also  intimated  that  he  would  take  the 
*  and  other  materials  on  the  island.  Of  course,  during  the  pendency  of 
proceedings  no  interference  of  this  kind  could  be  allowed,  and  the 
;  value  of  the  property  of  the  United  States  on  the  island,  will  make  it 
nary,  should  such  be  attempted,  at  once  to  take  possession  under  the 
nent  I  shall  accordingly  give  instructions  to  the  district  attorney  in 
ware,  to  have  a  writ  of  possession  issued,  should  any  snch  attempt  be 
5  before  I  am  informed  by  you  of  the  course  you  propose  to  adopt,  but 
therwise. 

lave  no  doubt  that  a  satisfactory  arrangement  for  trying  the  title  and 
trving  the  rights  of  both  parties  unimpaired,  as  they  mutually  desire,  can 
ade ;  but  you  will  perceive,  from  the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned, 
lecessity  of  this  being  done  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  of  my  desiring 
fore  an  early  communication  from  you  on  the  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  D.  GILPIN, 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 
T.  Hudson,  Esq., 
No.  65,  Broadway,  New  York. 


New  Jersey,  August  17, 1839. 

r  :  Colonel  J.  T.  Hudson,  who  represents  the  heirs  of  Doctor  Gale,  has 
ed  to  us  your  letter  of  the  1 1th  July,  and  requested  us  to  communicate 
you  on  the  subject.  We  have  to  apologise  lor  delay.  It  has  arisen 
ly  from  an  injury  received  by  one  of  us,  which  prevented  his  attention 
isiness.  We  were  the  counsel  of  Doctor  Gale  many  years  ago,  and 
more  recently  been  employed  by  his  heirs  in  their  claim  to  the  Pea 
i  on  which  Fort  Delaware  has  been  erected.    Our  duty  as  their  covia- 
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sel  was  performed  in  the  trial  of  the  cause  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  I'm 
States  for  this  district.  We  have,  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstan 
entertained  but  one  opinion  of  their  rights,  of  the  duty  of  the  Gore 
xnent,  and  of  our  obligations  as  citizens  of  New  Jersey.  In  your  letter ; 
propose  to  open  the  judgment,  by  default  recently  obtained,  in  Delati 
and  to  permit  appearance,  plea,  and  trial  there. 

There  are  difficulties  in  this  course,  to  which  we  beg  your  attention 
we  cannot  consider  it  just,  nor  one  which  Colonel  Hudson  can  prop 
take  on  his  own  responsiblity.  He  is  now  in  possession,  on  ijudgmm 
a  court  of  the  United  States,  The  proposition  is,  in  effect,  that  he  i 
consider  that  judgment  of  no  validity,  and  go  into  a  court  in  Delawn 
try  over  a  question  already  settled  by  a  court  of  the  same  jurisHidim 
New  Jersey.  If  we  perceived  any  thing  in  the  proceedings  which  m 
call  in  question  the  fairness  or  legality  of  the  trial,  we  might  advise  hii 
give  his  assent.  But  it  was  before  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  l 
United  States,  not  an  inhabitant  of  either  State,  and  with  no  possible  f 
pathies  but  those  of  law  and  justice — the  district  judge  avoiding  all  Ml 
interference.  There  was  full  and  ample  notice  to  all  who  were  miajt 
interested.  The  service  of  process  was  doubtless  communicated  kri 
officers  of  the  Government  to  the  Executive ;  and,  at  our  request,  as  era 
of  the  plaintiff,  the  district  attorney  gave  early  information  of  thetiaei 
place  of  trial  to  the  War  Department,  and  to  public  officers  in  IWii 
although  the  necessity  of  giving  notice  to  the  latter  was  not  perceived 
us.     He  also  requested  aid  in  the  trial. 

When  the  time  arrived,  the  plaintiff  was  prepared  at  great  expewe; 
the  district  attorney,  being  without  aid,  requested  a  postponement  At 
request  alone,  and  without  legal  cause,  we  consented,  and  a  time,  sow  I 
months  distant,  was  mutually  agreed  on  for  the  trial :  of  this  postp 
ment,  and  of  the  time  agreed  on  for  the  trial,  the  district  attorney* 
gave  notice.  The  plaintiff  was  moved  to  this  concession  by  his  desn 
a  full  investigation  and  final  settlement  of  his  protracted  controversy, 
the  appointed  time,  the  district  attorney  found  himself  alone,  neither 
Government  nor  Delaware  having  thought  it  their  duty  to  send  anyi 
him.  The  cause  was  tried  by  him  with  all  commendable  research,  to vJ 
we  believe  little  could  have  been  added  by  any  assistance  which  B{ 
have  been  afforded  to  him. 

The  charge  of  the  judge,  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  and  a  full  state  ef1 
case,  were  immediately  transmitted  to  the  Government,  and  the  depaito 
was  requested  (if  any  doubts  existed  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  decistt 
carry  the  case  before  the  Supreme  Court.  For  this  course  the  plaintifi 
his  counsel  were  anxious,  that  they  might  see  the  termination  of  d 
troubles.  It  was  declined :  and  the  succeeding  term  of  the  Supreme  0 
passed  without  any  step  being  taken  to  secure  a  review.  We  are  asi 
that  this  was  not  an  oversight,  but  the  result  of  consultation  and  aft 
that  the  decision  ought  not  and  could  not  be  reversed.  It  was  followd 
a  recommendation  of  the  Executive  that  authority  should  be  given  toi 
the  claim.  Why  the  recommendation  was  disregarded,  it  is  not  oar  p 
mce  to  state. 

After  waiting  for  many  months,  possession  was,  in  due  process  of  la* 
Jivered  to  the  plaintiff;  and  the  persons  on  the  island,  being  the  ofi 
Ma  °?ents  of  the  Government,  executed  leases  and  became  his  ten* 
and  this  act  was  done  with  the  knowledge  and,  we  presume,  the  appr 
Hon  of  the  department  *  * 
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is  in  this  state  of  things  that  the  resolution  of  the  last  session  was 
All  that  we  understand  it  to  require  is,  that  there  should  be  a  de- 
>y  a  competent  tribunal.  This  we  hold  to  have  been  already  had ; 
lere  be  any  defect,  it  can  require  nothing  more  than  a  review  by  the 
judicial  tribunal,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  To  this 
ntiff  will  assent,  provided  he  can  thereby  avoid  all  delay  and  expense, 
of  carrying  up  the  cause,  the  department  has  thought  proper  to  in- 
i  new  suit — not  in  the  court  silting  in  New  Jersey,  but  in  the  cir- 
lrt  of  the  United  States  for  Delaware — a  court  of  no  higher  or  better 
ty  than  the  one  in  which  it  has  already  been  tried.  The  process 
rved  on  a  tenant  of  Colonel  Hudson,  who  had  been,  and  perhaps 
isidered  himself,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Colonel  Hud- 
s  absent,  and  this  tenant,  either  through  ignorance  or  for  another 
s  justifiable  reason,  gave  him  no  notice ;  and  judgment  by  default 
tered  against  him  before  he  was  aware  that  suit  had  been  brought. 
:ourse  he  might  have  taken  under  the  advice  of  counsel,  if  he  had 
of  the  suit,  it  is  now  unnecessary  to  inquire.  We  then  ask,  why 
cause  in  Delaware  rather  than  New  Jersey?  Is  there  less  of  feel- 
tetter  security  for  law  and  justice  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter  ? 
or  the  settlement  of  the  controversy,  take  a  cause  circumstanced  as 
Igment  by  default  is,  in  preference  to  the  one  already  tried  before  an 
al  court.  The  only  benefit  which  we  can  perceive  is  to  weary  out 
mant,  and  subject  him  to  expense  which  he  may  not  be  able  to  bear, 
nd  those  for  whom  and  under  whom  he  claims  have  been  more  than 
ler  of  a  century  seeking  what  they  believe,  and  what  we  believe,  to 
r  just  rights.  They  were  driven  by  military  force  from  the  posses- 
this  property,  for  which,  and  the  improvements  upon  it,  they  had 
tween  six  and  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  of  which  they  had  been  in 
>le  and  undisturbed  possession  for  several  years ;  and  they  have  since 
ed,  in  soliciting  redress,  many  thousands  more.  Is  it  not  a  harsh 
ling  to  require  them  to  give  up  a  judgment  of  the  highest  court  of 
ion  for  such  causes,  and  voluntarily  subject  themselves  to  the  expense 
ig  into  another  State,  and  into  another  court  of  no  higher  authority 
ts,  without  auy  possible  motive  but  to  gratify  those  who,  with  full 
g,  neglected  and  refused  to  meet  them  before  a  tribunal  where,  to 
least,  law  and  justice  could  be  equally  well  administered?  The 
on  of  Congress,  in  our  opinion,  demands  no  such  sacrifice.  After 
session  and  empoverishment  which  they  have  already  suffered,  it 
be  cruelty  and  injustice.  In  the  view  which  we  take  of  the  resolu- 
tthing  more  can  be  required  than  that  there  should  be  a  decision  on 
i  by  a  competent  tribunal.  Although  we  think  this  has  already  been 
t  if  it  be  not  satisfactory,  we  then  propose  to  you,  and  Colonel  Hud- 
1  agree  to  it,  that  the  cause  tried  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
n  New  Jersey  be  prepared  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Government 
If,  if  you  please),  and  carried  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
it  the  next  term,  and  by  that  tribunal  finally  decided ;  and,  that  there 
no  question  or  complaint  as  to  the  evidence  and  the  case  stated,  we 
iby  agree  that  either  party  may  add  to  the  case  or  bill  of  exceptions 
its  which  may  be  proved  by  competent  evidence,  and  which  may  be 
id  as  important  or  necessary  to  present  the  whole  title  on  both  sides, 
roposition  is  not  less  legal  than  the  one  which  you  have  made,  and 
!  merit  of  saving  to  both  parties  an  enormous  expense,  burdensome, 
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at  least,  to  the  claimants  of  the  property — a  consideration  which  a  j 
Government  will  not  disregard.  It  will  deny  to  neither  party  any  of  tt 
right,  and  we  believe  will  be  satisfactory  to  those  who  seek  justice,! 
justice  only. 

Independent  of  the  considerations  which  affect   the  heirs  of  Dm 
Oale  personally,  there  are  others  which  seem  to  us  to  require  the  on 
which  we  propose.    New  Jersey  has  always  claimed  this  island:  ki 
once  a  part  of  the  main  land  of  the  State — not  an  island,  bat  a  ieet  or  I 
■  running  out  from  her  shore,  which  the  force  of  the  current  and  other  1 

cumstances  converted  into  an  island  within  the  memory  of  many  of  I 
inhabitants.  In  1820  she  declared  it,  by  law,  to  be  a  part  of  one  of  ] 
counties :  in  1821  she  directed  her  Executive  to  protect  the  jarisdidj 
which  embraces  it,  and  thus  applied  to  it  her  penal  laws  which  wen 
existence  to  protect  that  jurisdiction  within  all  her  limits.  The  claimuft 
this  island  are  under  her  protection,  and  hold  under  her  title :  we  thenf 
respectfully  suggest  to  you  that  these  claimants  ought  to  be  very  eul 
how  they  compromise  her  jurisdiction,  and  afier  full  and  fair  triii,i 
ample  notice,  to  yield  that  jurisdiction,  and  go  into  a  tribunal  atii( 
another  State  to  try  her  and  their  rights.  As  citizens  of  the  State,  tej 
test  against  this  voluntary  sacrifice  of  her  rights,  and  interests,  and  bow 
a  sacrifice  which  we  deem  totally  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for  by  the 
sition  in  which  the  case  now  stands,  or  by  any  possible  interests  which 
Government  of  the  Union  can  have  in  the  subject* 
j  \  We  observe  in  your  letter  the  intimation  that  the  Government  my, 

der  certain  circumstances,  take  possession  of  the  island,  under  their  ji 
ment  by  default,  obtained  as  it  was.     We  sincerely  hope  that  this  may 
be  attempted.    The  claimants  of  this  property  are  now  in  peaceable  pa 
I  sion  by  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  uq 

!  •  and,  we  do  not  doubt,  the  express  assent  of  the  Government  in  the  h 

i  which  have  been  made.    The  owners  will  do  nothing  which  every 

|  sessor  of  land,  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  may  not  properly  da  1 

will  not  destroy  or  injure  the  property  which  heretofore  belonged  to 

Government.    They  will  only  use  the  accruing  profits  of  the  land^ 

claim  a  landlord's  rights  over  the  tenants.    These,  under  the  lawad 

;  State  and  the  judgment  of  the  court,  they  will  claim  and  exercise  until 

are  dispossessed.    But  the  Government  may  be  assured  that  there  wi 

no  destruction  or  sale  of  its  property  until  a  final  settlement  of  the  co 

versy,  or  until  there  is  no  satisfactory  hope  left  that  such  settlement  a 

made.    All  that  the  claimants  will  do,  and  this  they  will  not  fail  to  ( 

to  maintain  inviolate  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  their  possession  under  i 

Whoever  may  come,  and  with  whatever  pretence,  to  disturb  these, 

meet  with  a  proper  and  legal  resistance.    They  will  take  care,  ant 

people  of  New  Jersey  will  aid  them,  that  no  one  having  no  legal  autk 

within  the  limits  of  the  State  shall,  under  any  pretence,  interfere  with  i 

The  State  has  highly  penal  laws  on  her  statute  book  for  violations  o 

jurisdiction,  and  all  her  citizens  will  see  to  it  that  these  are  notdisregs 

The  officers  of  the  Union  of  other  States  have  no  right  to  serve  pi 

within  her  limits,  and  we  entreat  that  they  may  not  attempt  it.    If  the 

they  and  we  must  meet  the  consequences.    We  earnestly  desire  thi 

disorder  and  confusion  which  would  necessarily  arise  from  execntiu 

judgment  by  default,  without  notice  and  without  trial  of  the  rig* 

another  State,  may  be  avoided;  and  we  solicit  you,  therefore,  to 
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the  proposition  we  now  make,  not  less  as  counsel  of  the  claimants 
as  citizens  of  New  Jersey.  We  know  that  every  citizen  of  New  Jer- 
rill  promptly  and  cheerfully  yield  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  Union 
the  judgment  of  her  tribunals :  but  they  will  submit  with  ill  grace  to 
arse  toward  one  of  their  fellow-citizens  which  is  oppressive,  and  not 
ited  by  law  and  the  sentiments  of  justice. 
re  are.  very  respectfully,  &c,  <fcc, 

GARRET  D.  WALI^ 
SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
inky  D.  Gilpin,  Esq., 

Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 


Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 

October  8, 1839. 

cntlemen  :  Your  letter  of  the  17th  August,  in  reply  to  my  proposition, 
i  to  Mr.  Hudson,  on  the  17th  June,  and  repeated  on  the  11th  July,  did 
sach  this  office  till  the  21st  September.  I  should  have  replied  to  it  im- 
itely,  but  was  desirous  of  first  submitting  the  subject  to  the  Secretary 
ar,  as  it  is  committed  to  him  by  the  resolution  of  Congress,  and  has 
placed  by  him  under  the  charge  of  this  office, 
nay  be  proper  in  the  outset  to  remark,  and  indeed  your  letter  makes  it 
iMe  to  do  so,  that  no  opinion  was  intended  to  be  expressed  as  to  the 
ity  of  the  title  derived  by  Mr.  Hudson,  under  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
mpared  with  that  of  the  United  States  under  the  State  of  Delaware, 
agn  the  latter  is  that  in  regard  to  which  the  resolution  of  Congress 
a  a  judicial  inquiry  to  be  made ;  yet,  as  it  is  a  question  of  boundary 
»en  the  two  States,  and  the  grant  of  each  was  of  course  made  under  a 
lence  in  its  own  title,  it  was  thought  in  every  respect  right  that  it  should 

a  judicial  decision. 
8  also  proper  to  observe  that  when  the  question  was  decided  in  the  cir- 
:ourt  of  New  Jersey,  the  Attorney  General  expressed  the  opinion  that, 
e  points  of  fact  submitted  to  the  jury  in  that  cause,  and  on  the  law  as 
red  upon  them  by  the  court,  there  was  no  ground  for  further  judicial  in- 
ration.  The  War  Department  at  once  acquiesced  in  this,  and  an  appli- 
i  for  an  appropriation  in  accordance  therewith  was  made. 
Ogress,  however,  having  all  the  proceedings  on  that  trial  before  them, 
ed  a  further  judicial  examination.  This  it  was  supposed  could  only 
from  their  belief)  that  there  were  some  matters  of  fact  and  points  of  law 
lad  not  come  into  consideration  at  that  trial,  But  which  were  thought 
ial  to  the  case.  From  an  examination  of  those  proceedings  as  printed 
>ogress  it  would  seem  that  there  were  some  additional  questions  of  fact 

the  actual  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  the  waters  of  the  Delaware, 
id  low- water  mark  by  New  Jersey,  previous  to  the  purchase  by  the 
d  States,  as  well  under  the  proprietary  as  the  State  Government ;  the 
1  exercise  of  admiralty  and  revenue  jurisdiction  by  the  courts  of  the 
id  States ;  the  situation  of  the  main  channel  of  the  river  and  the 
ge8  therein,  if  any ;  the  alleged  former  connexion  between  the  island 
he  main  land,  and  the  chain  of  proprietary  title  in  regard  to  bound** 
nd  jurisdiction  ;  all  or  some  of  which  were  susceptible  of  fuller  evi- 
**  and  might,  perhaps,  have  affected  the  opinion  of  the  court 
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Under  these  circumstances  it  appeared  impossible  to  comply  with  the 
tentions  of  Congress  by  merely  removing  the  record  oi  the  case  trai 
New  Jersey  to  the  Supreme  Court,  but  that  a  new  trial  was  necessary;  i 
as  the  previous  trial  had  taken  place  in  New  Jersey,  and  as  the  title  of 
United  States  was  derived  from  Delaware,  it  seemed  to  be  inconl 
(without  intending  thereby  to  express  a  preference  for  one  district  otb 
other)  to  bring  the  new  suit  in  the  circuit  court  of  Delaware,  withu 
tention,  however,  of  carrying  the  case  to  the  Supreme  Court,  when  the 
ord  could  have  been  so  made  up  as  to  present  every  question  of  fact  and 
which  could  be  deemed  material.  This  office,  therefore,  was  directed! 
do,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  instructions  from  the  President 

In  June  last,  immediately  after  the  judgment  by  default  was  obtained 
want  of  an  appearance  or  defence  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hudson,  I  infcf 
him,  in  a  personal  interview  and  subsequently  in  writing,  that  there  n 
desire  to  proceed  under  it ;  that  the  Secretary  of  War  was  anxious  i 
trial  on  its  merits  as  Congress  had  directed ;  and  that,  if  he  was  nowii 
to  appear  and  defend  the  case  so  that  this  end  might  be  attained,  theji 
ment  should  at  once  be  opened.  In  this  manner  any  inconvenience  Id 
might  have  sustained  from  the  neglect  of  the  tenants  to  give  him  nod 
die  service  of  the  ejectment  (which  I  am  sure  was  only  through  ignoo 
or  accident),  would  have  been  obviated  and  the  case  be  ready  for  tri 
the  next  term,  which  was  probably  as  early  as  it  could  be  under  any 
cumstan  ces. 

You  decline  this  proposition  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hudson,  as  oneinvol 
him  in  the  expense  and  trouble  of  a  new  trial,  and  propose  that,  instei 
this,  the  cause  already  tried  in  the  circuit  court  of  New  Jersey  be  pre; 
and  carried  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  at  the  next  i 
and  that  either  party  may  add  to  the  case  or  bill  of  exceptions  any 
which  may  be  proved  by  competent  evidence,  and  which  may  be  regi 
as  important  or  necessary  to  present  the  whole  title  on  both  sides, 
objections  to  this  mode,  are,  that  judgment  having  passed  in  the  circuit 
of  New  Jersey,  the  record  having  been  made  up,  and  the  charge  of  the 
being  founded  upon  no  other  evidence  than  that  already  stated,  it  is  ii 
sible  now  to  amend  the  record,  even  by  consent,  in  such  a  way  as  won 
duce  the  Supreme  Court  to  take  notice  of  additional  points  of  fact  and 
beside  which,  as  the  charge  of  Judge  Baldwin  has  only  reference  t 
facts  before  him,  it  would  not  be  applicable  to  such  new  state  of  the 
nor  would  the  exceptions  to  it  present  the  points  which  Congress  app 
have  contemplated. 

Concurring  with  you,  however,  in  the  opinion  that  the  decision  i 
Supreme  Court  is  what  ought  to  be  sought  for  under  the  directions  of 
gress,  and  this  with  the  least  expense  or  trouble  to  Mr.  Hudson,  it  ap 
to  me,  if  he  is  not  willing  to  try  the  case  in  the  circuit  court  of  Dela 
yet  that  a  statement  of  facts  might  be  agreed  on,  the  judgment  then 
ing  be  opened,  and  the  agreed  case  submitted,  without  argument,  to 
court,  whose  charge  thereon  would  be,  under  such  circumstances,  pro/ 
or,  at  least,  general  in  its  character,  and  an  exception  to  it  would  bru 
the  whole  case  both  of  law  and  fact  to  the  Supreme  Court  If  yon 
furnish  me  with  a  statement  of  the  case  to  which  Mr.  Hudson  agrees, 
without  delay  add  to  it  such  other  facts,  if  any,  as  are  deemed  necessarj 
submit  them  to  you.  Should  we  not  be  able  to  agree  on  any  matters  o 
depositions  may  be  taken  under  a  joint  proceeding.    As  the  circuit  co 
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rare  meets  on  the  22d  instant,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  your  an- 
in  season,  to  enable  me  to  have  the  matter  mentioned  to  the  court, 
i  will  then  doubtless  fix  a  subsequent  day,  long  enough  to  give  time 
ill  preparation  by  the  parties,  and  yet  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
erne  Court  at  its  next  term. 

annot  conclude  this  letter  without  desiring  to  remove  the  impression 
l  your  letter  seems  to  convey,  that  there  is  any  disposition  or  intention 
icute  the  duty  imposed  by  Congress  in  a  manner  that  might  seem  inju- 
or  unjust  to  Mr.  Hudson.  On  the  contrary,  the  previous  judicial  de- 
was,  as  you  are  aware,  acquiesced  in  by  the  War  Department  at  once, 
ie  matter  is  now  revived  only  in  obedience  to  the  directions  of  Congress, 
i  a  manner  which  may  present  the  case  to  the  judicial  tribunals  as  that 
appears  to  have  intended.  In  regard  to  the  writ  of  possession  to  which 
»fer,  you  will  perceive  by  my  previous  correspondence,  that  the  matter 
out  of  an  official  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  an  agent  of 
Hudson's  had  declared  his  intention  of  removing  some  of  the  military 
rty  of  the  United  States  upon  the  island.  As  the  public  property  there 
ds  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  value,  the'Secretary  of  War  deem- 
nself  bound  to  protect  it,  until  the  legal  controversy  should  be  decided, 
despondence  with  Mr.  Hudson  in  July  last  will  explain  this  to  you, 
low  you  that  while  waiting  for  this,  and  as  long  as  the  public  prop- 
ras  permitted  to  remain  undisturbed,  there  was  no  desire  whatever  to 
ere  with  the  present  arrangements,  or  with  the  cutting  and  use  of  the 
>y  Mr.  Hudson. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  D.  GILPIN, 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 
ssrs.  Wall  and  Southard, 

New  Jersey. 


Office  of  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 

November  23, 1839. 

r  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  have  to  state  that,  on 
!8th  of  March  last,  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  instructions  of  the  Presi- 
,  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  joint  resolution  of 
jress  relative  to  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  Pea  Patch  island, 
ested  this  office  to  bring  the  matter  into  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
Jtales  for  the  district  of  Delaware.  In  compliance  with  the  wishes 
e  Secretary,  a  letter  was  addressed  on  the  29th  of  March,  1839,  to  the 
ict  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  that  district,  in  which  he  was  in- 
ted  to  institute  an  action  of  ejectment  against  the  tenants  in  posses- 
of  the  Pea  Patch  island  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
district,  to  try  the  tide  of  the  United  States  to  that  island.  In  pur- 
ee of  these  instructions,  suit  was  brought  on  the  17th  of  May ;  and 
ie  20th  of  May  the  declarations  in  ejectment  were  served  on  the  ten- 
in  possession.  On  the  28th  of  May,  the  circuit  court  held  its  ses- 
•  and,  no  person  appearing  to  the  ejectment,  service  of  the  declaration 
proved,  and  judgment  by  default  entered  in  favor  of  the  United  States. 
*e  17th  of  June,  1839,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  Mr.  J.  T.  Hudson, 
laimant  of  the  island,  advising  him  of  these  circumstances ;  and  that, 
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Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 

March  12, 1840. 

i :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
ar,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon,  that  the  annual  session  of  the  Su- 
)  Court  has  closed  without  any  action  in  reference  to  the  controversy 
sting  the  Pea  Patch  island.    In  fact,  this  office  has  received  no  reply 

letter  of  my  predecessor,  of  the  8th  of  October  last,  offering,  as  1  Ihink, 
7  reasonable  proposition,  with  a  view  to  effect  a  fair  hearing  of  the  cause 
t  court  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  Congress ;  yet  the  attention 
osrs.  Southard  and  Wall  was  afterward  called  to  the  subject,  by  let- 
ted January  8, 1840.    Unless  you  see  proper  to  accept  of  those  terms, 

can  agree  on  some  other  more  satisfactory,  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
course,  than  to  take  possession  under  the  judgment  which  has  been 
ted,  will  be  left  for  the  department  It  is  believed,  that  upon  a  full, 
ial  of  the  cause,  the  title  of  the  United  States  will  be,  and  ought  to  be, 
ned.  There  is,  therefore,  no  disposition  to  evade  a  fair  hearing  in 
oper  court,  which,  it  is  believed,  was  solicited  by  my  predecessor.  I 
be  obliged  to  you  for  a  reply,  stating  whether  you  wish  further  delay, 
rhether  the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Gilpin  on  the  8th  October  has 
lefinitively  rejected  or  not. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 


r.  Hudson,  Esq., 

No.  21,  Broadway,  New  York. 


M.  BIRCHARD, 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 


Washington,  April  9, 1840L 

i :  We  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  communication  of  the  former 
tor  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  date  of  the  28th  [8th]  of  October,  and 
5  8th  of  January,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the 
'atch  island,  in  the  river  Delaware,  recovered  by  the  heirs  of  the  late 
lenry  Gale,  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  in  and  for  the 
:t  of  New  Jersey.  After  a  full  and  deliberate*  examination  of  the 
sitions  submitted,  we  feel  ourselves  compelled  by  a  sense  of  duty,  both 
r  clients  and  to  the  State  of  which  we  are  citizens,  to  decline  accepting 

le  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Doctor  Gale  is  founded  on  a  survey  approved 
a  proprietors  of  West  New  Jersey,  confirmed  by  a  grant  from  the  State 
sw  Jersey,  and  a  possession  of  more  than  thirty  years,  undisturbed  by 
dverse  claim.  The  State  of  New  Jersey  has  always  claimed  juriadie- 
f  the  locus  in  quo,  and,  by  her  statutes,  has  expressly  included  the  Pea 
l  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  asserted  her  jurisdiction  oyer  it. 
r  these  circumstances,  the  undersigned  conceive  that  they  cannot  con- 
o  any  act  which  might  be  deemed  an  acquiescence  in  the  tide  s*  up 
sely  to  the  claim  of  rfew  Jersey  to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the 
Patch,  as  contained  within  her  territorial  limits.  They  fceVako*  re- 
ed by  another  consideration.  New  Jersey  has  deemed  it  neceMary 
e  protection  of  her  jurisdiction,  as  claimed  and  defined  by  her  ow» 
tq  ppM  atta  fujjftctiog  «y  PWPW*  wfrp  ihnllattgaptto  taeoute  pr*- 
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ve  States,  and  involve  a  question  of  boundary,  we  propose  that  the. 
d  States  obtain  the  consent  of  Delaware  to  commence  a  suit,  in  the 
jme  Court  of  the  United  States,  against  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to 
the  same  finally  settled,  and  bring  the  suit  accordingly ;  which,  by 
mt,  may  be  prepared  for  the  next  term.  New  Jersey  has,  on  more 
one  occasion,  proffered  to  Delaware  to  choose  commissioners  for  that 
>se;  but,  hitherto,  without  being  met  by  Delaware  in  the  same 
.  New  Jersey  could  not  commence  a  suit  against  Delaware  to  settle 
oundary,  because  there  is  no  evidence  that  Delaware  ever  exercised 
tct  of  jurisdiction  within  the  limits  claimed  by  New  Jersey,  and  as- 
1  and  defined  by  her  statutes  *,  and,  at  all  events,  New  Jersey  has 
:  been  interfered  with  in  the  same  limits.  No  such  difficulty  is  found 
the  acts  of  New  Jersey, 
the  event  of  the  acceptance  of  either  proposition,  it  is  to  be  under- 

that  all  technicalities  and  mere  technical  exceptions  be  waved,  to 
nd  that  the  cause  may  be  tried  upon  its  merits,  and  with  as  much 
itch  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit 

8  cannot  concur  in  some  of  the  views  expressed  in  the  letter  of  the 
f  October  last ;  but  upon  those  subjects  of  difference,  we  have  dis- 
ly  expressed  our  opinion,  in  our  letter  of  the  17th  of  August  last ; 
vre  have  only  to  say  that  those  views  are  unchanged.  We  merely, 
rver,  beg  leave  to  remark,  in  relation  to  the  observation  in  your  letter 
e  12th  March,  "  that,  upon  a  full  and  fair  trial  of  the  cause,  the  title 
e  United  States  will  be  and  ought  to  be  sustained ;  "  that,  if  such  is 
>pinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the 
ositions  we  have  made  will  give  such  full  and  fair  trial ;  and  we  are 
ng  to  abide  the  issue. 

lie  undersigned  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  they  decline  the  offers 
3  by  the  former  Solicitor,  not  under  any  apprehension  of  the  validity 
e  tide  of  their  client,  or  any  distrust  of  the  justice  or  impartiality  of 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  and  for  the  district  of  Delaware, 
ly  fear  of  not  receiving  impartial  justice  from  a  jury  selected  in  that 
ict  They  feel  entire  confidence  that  the  case  of  their  client  is  so 
lently  just  and  legal  that  it  must  prevail  in  any  court.  They  are  con- 
ned to  decline  the  offers  solely  for  the  reasons  before  stated, 
e  have  further  to  remark,  that  the  claimants  in  this  case  have  no  dis- 
ion  to  embarrass  the  action  of  the  General  Government  in  providing 
tie  defence  of  the  country  *,  and  have  on  all  occasions  manifested  an 
est  desire  to  have  this  controversy  settled.  It  was  with  great  reluc- 
3  that  they  appealed  to  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  that  appeal  was  made 
e  courts  of  the  United  States.  They  have  taken  possession  of  the 
lted  premises  under  the  sanction  of  those  laws ;  and,  still  further  to 
ie  the  sincerity  of  their  profession,  they  have  suffered  the  United 
a  to  remain  in  possession,  hitherto  as  their  tenants,  in  the  hope  that 
ie,  which  has  so  long  been  withheld,  would  be  done  to  them,  and  all 
Ltion  ended. 

however,  they  should  be  disappointed,  in  these  just  and  reasonable 
Citations,  and  litigation  should  again  be  renewed,  they  have  a  right  to 
ct  and  to  ask  that  the  United  States  should  restore  the  possession  to 
i  before  any  adverse  proceedings  commence. 

be  decision,  if  any,  in  Delaware,  is  wholly  a  nullity,  and  cannot  free 
LJnited  States  from  the  plain  obligations  of  law  and  justice  in  sunen- 
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dering  the  possession  which  they  acquired  as  tenants  before  a» 
hostile  position  against  their  landlord. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 

GAILRET  D.  WA1 
SAMT.  L.  SOUTI 
Hon.  M.  BracHARD, 

Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 
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PETITION 


OF 


SAMUEL  MARTIN, 

Praying  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  letter  postage. 


May  28, 1840. 

I  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  prime*. 


Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

petitioner  respectfully  states  that,  during  the  session  of  Congress: 
ind  1832,  he  had  presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  po- 
king that  the  rates  of  postage  on  letters  be  reduced  gradually  but 
',  as  they  might  think  proper,  until  the  highest  be  not  exceeding 
.  I  had,  and  do  yet  believe,  it  would  be  the  best  means  of  diu 
iformation  among  the  people,  and  would  tend  to  do  away  die 
privilege ;  putting  all  on  an  equality  as  respects  sending  and  re- 
etters.  During  the  last  year  the  British  Parliament  have  taken 
atter,  and  brought  it  rather  lower  than  I  ever  expected  to  see  it  here 
fit  in  that  country.  I  believe  the  law  is  only  one  penny — about 
its  on  single  letters ;  and  the  newspaper  report  is,  that  the  income 
>st  Office  is  not  reduced.  But  even  if  it  had  been  reduced,  I 
s  arrangement  was  proper  even  if  one-half  of  the  expense  had  to- 
n  paid  out  of  the  general  income  of  the  nation.  Previous  to  my 
>eing  presented  to  Congress,  I  solicited  the  assistance  of  many 
iportant  stations  in  society,  among  which  were  the  Presidents  of 
ed  States  then  alive — General  Jackson,  James  Madison,  James 
and,  I  think,  John  Q.  Adams,  and  Judge  Marshall.  From  James 
and  Judge  Marshall  I  received  answers  not  very  flattering  to  the 
>f  my  plan ;  from  the  others  I  received  no  answer.  From  the 
•opist,  Matthew  Carey,  I  also  received  an  answer,  but  it  did  not 
h  his  approval.  Now,  gentlemen,  this  was  bad  encouragement, 
rer  doubted  once  of  the  success  of  the  plan ;  it  must  and  will 
For  fifteen  years  it  has  engaged  my  unremitted  attention ;  and 
on  to  the  House,  in  1831  I  believe,  was  the  first  of  the  kind  pre* 
any  legislative  body.  May  I  hope  that  you  will  give  this  mat- 
s  attention,  and,  if  no  more  at  this  session,  pass  a  law  giving  to 
hers  of  newspapers  their  letters  to  and  from  free  of  postage,  for 
ey  must  publish  the  laws  of  Congress  in  their  papers  without 
and,  if  you  giant  the  prayer  of  your  petitioner,  h*,  as  in  duty 
ill  say  you  deserve  well  of  your  country. 

SAMUEL  MARTIN, 
Campbell's  Station,  Tennessee. 

**,  priater*, 
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THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY, 


IN  COMPLIANCE 


I  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  adoption  of  the  improved 
boarding-pistols  and  rifles  invented  by  Samuel  Volt. 


Mat  18, 1840. 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mat  26, 1840. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Navy  Department,  May  16,  1840. 

Jt :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  of  March 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
jrs  appointed  to  witness  an  exhibition  of  the  improved  boarding- 
is  and  rifles  invented  by  Samuel  Colt,  together  with  their  opinion  of 
tdvantages  to  be  derived  from  the  adoption  of  the  same,  for  the  ser- 
of  boarders  and  marines. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  PAULDING. 
on.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Washington,  May  1,  1840. 

intlbmen  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  I  have  made  a  memorandum; 
hat  I  consider  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  use  of  my 
it  repeating-arms  in  the  various  services  of  the  navy,  and  to  prove 
h  it  is  my  wish  to  have  them  tested  in  the  manner  herein  set  forth ;, 
which  experiments  I  will  be  glad  to  submit  them  to  any  farther 
F  thai  your  honorable  board  may  request 

tffiwe  their  simplicity, — Count  all  the  pieces  contained  in  a  common, 
munient  musket  and  ship-pistol  and  Hall's  rifle ;  caput  all  the  pieces 
lined  in  my  musket,  rifle,  and  ship-pistol ;  ascertain  the  number  of 
*  in  the  locks  of  each  of  the  arms  examined, 
lis  examination  will  show  that  the  number  of  pieces  in  the  locks  of 
epeating-gung  is  no  more  tfaq  in  the  simplest  of  common  conftfrpc- 
ahdThe  eritfo  number  of  piede*  composing  one  of  my  repeating- 
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guns  is  considerably  less  than  those  c 
used  in  Government  service.  It  wil 
composing  the  lock  of  my  repeating-ai 
construction  than  those  in  the  Govern 
in  proportion  to^he  w0*  tney  have  to 
to  get  out  of  order  as  the  common  ai 
when  broken. 

To  prove  their  safety.— Load  the  rep 
cover  the  chambers  with  loose  powdei 
of  fire.  It  will  be  found  that  the  cha 
discharged.  Cock  the  gun  for  firing,  < 
der,  and  fire  the  charge  opposite  the  ba: 
of  the  loose  powder  will  be  jarred  awi 
will  remain  unbumt.  Reload  the  re 
the  percussion-caps  with  loose  pow 
muzzle  down  to  prevent  the  loose  po\ 
discharge.  It  will  be  found  that  not 
will  be  burnt,  any  much  less  any  of  tl 
experiments  will  prove  that  carelessni 
can  never  result  in  the  discharge  of  n 
for  it  is  not  only  impossible  to  ignite  ] 
among  the  caps  in  loading,  but  if  it  \ 
cate  fire  to  more  charges  than  the  one 

By  observing  the  movements  whei 
be  seen  that  the  instant  you  commeni 
the  receiver  containing  the  charges  a 
time  the  hammer  is  drawn  back  a  qui 
cap,  the  chambers  will  be  so  far  turn* 
slip  forward,  it  could  not  strike  the  c 
second  cap  is  not  brought  opposite 
drown  back  at  least  an  eighth  of  an  i: 
there  can  be  no  mistake  in  the  triggei 
hammer. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  locki 
structed  that  the  arms  cannot  be  loadc 
fore,  they  must  be  perfectly  safe  durin 
most  careless.  They  cannot  be  discri 
to  be  fired  is  directly  in  a  line  with  th 

The  common  musket,  ship -pistol,  a 
well  when  the  lock  is  cocked  as  at  ai 
be  discharged  when  the  chambers  are 

The  above  experiments  and  facts  pi 
only  safer,  when  in  the  act  of  loading, 
eminent  service,  but  are  at  all  times 
Hall's  rifle  with  its  single  chamber. 

To  prove  their  capability  to  stand  esp 
arms  and  all  the  various  Government 

gace  them  all  under  water  for  a  given 
ivernment  guns  will  all  be  useless  i 
that  my  reijeating-aniis  will  shoot  as 
hours  as  before  they  were  put  there  at 
These  experiments  will  effectually  ] 
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rms  over  all  others  in  storms  of  rain,  in  boat-service,  where  they  are 
*ed  to  the  spray  of  the  sea,  or  in  loading  on  the  beach  in  a  surf  In 
rd,  they  would  remain  proof  for  hours  under  circumstances  where 
ommon  musket,  the  common  ship-pistol,  or  Hall's  rifle,  would  fail  in 

•  minutes. 

>  prove  the  force. — Use  the  same  quantity  of  powder  in  my  repeating- 
as  in  the  Government  arms,  and  discharge  them  all,  at  the  same 
ice,  into  cartridge-paper  or  some  other  substance  equally  even  in  its 
ance. 

will  be  found  that  all  the  arms  loading  at  the  breech  will  throw  the 
with  much  greater  force  than  those  loading  at  the  muzzle,  and  it 
>e  found  that  my  repeating-arms  will  throw  their  balls  with  much 
;r  force  than  Hall's  rifle,  though  Hall's  rifle  also  loads  at  the  breech, 
reason  for  the  difference  is  the  peculiar  construction  and  location  of 
ercussion-tube  (which  causes  the  simultaneous  ignition  of  a  much 
r  quantity  of  the  powder  in  the  chamber  than  is  ignited  under  any 
circumstances),  and  the  entire  absence  of  windage,  from  the  firm- 
with  which  my  balls  are  forced  into  the  chambers.  In  Hall's  rifle 
ibes.are  of  the  common  construction ;  they  are  located  in  the  top  in 
>f  the  end  of  the  charge,  and  the  charge  lying  loose  in  the  chamber, 
ts  of  much  windage  before  the  ball  goes  into  the  barrel.  These 
9  will  show  that  my  repeating-arms  will  produce  greater  force  than 
others  now  in  service. 

>  prove  the  accuracy. — Fire  at  a  target,  at  any  given  distance,  with 
le  different  arms,  and  it  will  be  proved  that  arms  loading  at  the 
h  will  fire  more  accurately  than  arms  loading  at  the  muzzle,  in  con- 
mce  of  the  barrels  being  made  with  less  windage. 

» prove  the  celerity  of  fire. — All  the  various  guns  being  loaded,  cock 
ire  all  the  charges  in  each  of  my  repeating-arms,  and  count  the  num- 
f  seconds  employed  in  making  the  full  discharge  of  each ;  count  the 
>er  of  seconds  required  to  cock  and  discharge  all  the  various  Govern- 
arms.  These  experiments  will  show  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
the  use  of  a  repeating-gun  at  the  commencement  of  an  action. 

>  prove  the  celerity  of  loading  and  firing  after  thf  first  discharge. — 
.  and  fire  my  repeating-musket,  ship-pistol,  and  rifle,  in  rapid  succes- 
for  a  limited  number  of  times ;  load  and  fire  the  common  musket, 
pistol,  and  Hall's  rifle,  in  rapid  succession  for  a  limited  number  of 
».    These  experiments  will  prove  the  relative  number  of  balls  that 

*  thrown  from  the  various  kinds  of  anas  after  they  have  been  once 
arged,  and  it  will  be  proved  that  my  repeating  guns  can  be  loaded 
ired,  either  by  the  whole  volley  or  oae  charge  at  a  time,  with  greater 
ty  than  either  of  the  Government  £uns  now  in  use. 

ith  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  very  obe- 

servant, 

SAMUEL  COLT. 

the  President  and  Gektlembn  comparing  the  board  for  testing 
ipeating  firearms. 
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'he  undersigned  would  not,  however,  wish  to  be  understood  as  con- 
ining  altogether  the  use  of  these  arms  on  board  of  ship ;  on  the  con- 
jT,  they  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  every  vessel  of  war  should  be 
plied  with  a  sufficient  number  of  these  rifles  and  pistols  for  arming 
t  expeditions,  where  the  perfect  security  of  their  charge  from  injury 
iprays  of  the  sea  or  surf  of  the  beach,  and  the  facility  with  which 
j  may  be  loaded,  or  their  receivers  shifted,  when  their  possessor  is 
a  lying  down  in  the  bottom  of  his  boat,  would  always,  in  the  opin- 
of  the  undersigned,  give  them  an  incalculable  advantage  over  other 
8  now  used  in  the  service. 

n  the  course  of  the  experiments  made  on  this  occasion,  the  great  mi- 
ority  of  the  percussion  over  the  flint  lock  was  clearly  demonstrated ; 
the  undersigned  cannot  close  these  remarks  without  expressing  their 
sere  regret  that  all  the  small-arms  for  the  naval  service  are  not  fitted 
h  the  percussion  lock. 
Lespectfiilly  submitted. 

C.  S.  McCAULEY,  Captain  U.  S.  Navy, 
J.  H.  AULICK,  Captain  U.  S.  Navy, 
L.  TWIGGS,  Captain  U.  S.  ML  Corps. 

Fo  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  Washington. 


WiBHIMOTi 

Sik  :  I  hasten  to  thank  yon  for  the  punctuality  i 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  my  note  of  the  8th  insti 
the  report  made  by  the  board  of  navy  officers  appoini 
the  exhibition  of  my  improved  repeating  firearms, 
this  opportunity  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  si 
question. 

My  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  addressed  to  the  board, 
I  considered  to  be  the  most  important  advantages  tc 
use  of  my  repeating  arms  in  the  navy  service,  and  ha 
same  letter,  tests  to  prove  the  same  to  the  fullest  extei 
myself  to  the  statement  of  a  few  additional  proofs  of  tl 
and  make  a  few  remarks  relating  to  the  report  jus 
meaning  by  so  doing  to  find  the  least  fault  with  any 
the  honorable  gentlemen  appointed  to  witness  my  r< 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  their  report  was 
belief  that  they  were  giving  my  invention  its  full  di 
show  that,  however  just  they  may  have  intended  to  hi 
ticnlars,  I  think  their  report  would  lead  persons  not : 
ject  to  a  wrong  conclusion  concerning  the  real  Uab 
arms  to  get  out  of  order. 

The  arms  submitted  in  1837  to  the  examination  of 
pointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  were  the  first  arms  e 
ciple,  and  were  got  up  in  a  great  hurry,  under  the  gi 
vantage  (the  principle  of  the  invention  being  almost 
sidered  at  that  time);  consequently,  the  arms  were 
easily  got  out  of  order.    Since  that  time,  more  than  tl 
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is  common  arms ;  though  on  what  grounds  it  is  not  stated.  Surely  it 
not  be  that  they  are  more  complicated  than  common  arms,  for  they  have 
as  many  pieces  in  their  locks,  or  whole  construction,  as  those  corapo- 
j  a  Government  musket  And  all  the  pieces  are  quite  as  strong,  for  the 
:k  they  have  to  do,  as  any  other  arms.  The  pieces  composing  the  locks 
even  more  simple  in  their  forms  than  those  of  Government  muskeMocks. 
e  springs,  for  instance,  in  my  repeating  arms,  are  all  straight  slabs  of 
n  steel ;  but,  in  the  Government  musket,  all  the  springs  are  crooked  and 
We,  making  them  not  only  more  difficult  to  manufacture  and  temper, 
,  when  complete,  just  double  as  likely  to  break  in  using.  The  objection 
breaking  a  part  of  a  lock  of  a  repeating  arm  would  not  be  a  very  serious 
ter  after  all,  even  was  it  as  likely  to  break  as  the  common  musket- 
:,  for  the  practice  in  our  service  of  carrying  extra  pieces  of  locks  to 
ply  the  places  of  Jthose  most  likely  to  break  could  be  applied  as  well  to 
repeating  arm  as  to  a  musket.  The  work  my  repeating  arpa  is  capable 
Performing  very  naturally  leads  persons  unacquainted  with  its  con- 
ation to  suppose  it  contains  a  greater  number  of  parts  than  the  com- 
i  arm ;  but  this  is  a  very  great  mistake. 

being  clearly  shown,  and  admitted,  in  the  late  report,  that  ray  arms 
be  loaded  and  fired  with  greater  celerity  than  any  other  arms  now  in 
and  have  the  advantage  of  commencing  an  action  with  eight  discharges 
re  being  compelled  to  load  and  fire  in  the  common  way ;  that,  when 
ed,  the  charges  are  impervious  to  water,  though  the  arms  are  immersed 
at  it  for  a  greater  length  of  time  than  would  ever  be  required  in  ford- 
ei  river  or  landing  in  the  surf;  and  that  they  are  perfectly  safe  in  the 
is  of  the  most  careless ;  what,  then,  is  the  objection  to  their  general 
eduction  7    Is  it  that  they  are  still  susceptible  of  improvement?    If  so, 

objection  may  keep  them  out  of  Government  use  for  centuries :  for 
'*  has  any  piece  of  machinery  (not  even  the  musket)  yet  passed  the, 
t  of  improvement.  Or  is  it  that  they  perform  too  much  work  ?  Surely 
can  fire  them  as  slowly  as  the  common  gun,  and  therefore  I  see  no  rea- 
vrhy,  in  all  cases,  they  are  not  quite  as  good  as  the  arms  of  ordinary 
'traction,  and  in  many  vastly  superior. 

here  is  a  great  difference  of  opinion  among  highly  practical  and  scien- 
officers  on  the  subject  of  the  introduction  of  my  arms  into  the  general 
ice  of  Government.  Some  are  violently  opposed  to  them  in  every  par- 
ar.  Others  cannot  bestow  on  them  too  much  praise.  But  those  that 
*e  them  most,  are  those  who  have  used  them  most.  Now,  the  question 
*s,  Who  can  best  judge  of  their  merits  ?  He  that  has  only  seen  and  shot 
%  with  their  holyday  finish,  or  he  who  has  used  them  in  a  hard  service, 
re  both  fortune  and  life  are  at  stake  ?  Surely,  1  think,  the  latter. 
,  with  the  hope  of  bringing  all  to  the  same  conclusion,  I  have  en- 
^d  a  report  of  a  board  of  officers  of  the  2d  dragoons  (which  was  made 
time  when  my  arms  were  much  inferior  to  those  of  my  present  con- 
ation); on  the  truth  of  which  report,  the  good  name  of  the  officers 
at  stake,  and  on  the  success  of  the  actual  service  of  my  arms  their  lives 
t  depend.  For  it  was  these  same  officers  who  were  to  use  them  in  ac- 
warfare. 

n  their  favorable  report,  a  few  were  adopted  into  the  service.     What 

the  result?    The  accompanying  letter  nrom  the  lieutenant  colonel  of 

regiment  using  them,  written  more  than  a  year  afterward,  will  rive 

»  proof  of  their  suocess ;  and,  again,  another  letter,  bearing  a  still  latet 

from  the  sergeant  who  had  charge  of  the  men  xvwij^Jc^xAsa  VjxA 
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whose  bravery  has  since  been  rewarded  by  a  second  lieutenant 
sion),  will  give  additional  proof  of  the  real  advantages  which  nun 
when  my  improved  arms  are  once  introduced  into  the  general 
Government. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  ordering  a  sufficic 
of  my  rifles  and  pistols,  to  be  applied  to  the  particular  service 
they  have  been  so  highly  recommended  by  the  board  who  rece 
ined  them.  And,  after  they  once  have  this  small  foothold,  I  an 
that  all  the  old  prejudices  which  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  them 
vent  their  working  their  own  way  to  universal  favor,  for  both 
and  army  service. 

Young  officers  who  have  still  a  reputation  to  gain  will  soon  I< 
fer  staking  their  fortunes  on  an  arm,  that,  under  any  circumstan 
be  in  any  degree  inferior  to  the  best  of  common  construction, 
in  "  boat  expeditions,  possess  incalculable  advantages  over  the 
in  use  in  the  service." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  i 

SAMUEL 

Hon.  James  K.  Paulding, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Fort  Jupiter,  E.  F.,  March  ) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  report  of 
officers  of  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons  on  Mr.  Colt's  new! 
many-chambered  rifles. 

The  officers  who  compose  this  board  are  gentlemen  who  i 
quainted  with  firearms,  and  two  of  them  (Captains  Fulton  an 
are  first-rate  marksmen.  The  report  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  t 
vorable  consideration.  I  must  beg  leave  here  to  state  that 
Tennesseean)  have  been  all  my  lite  accustomed  to  the  use  of  i 
after  a  full  examination  of  Mr.  Colt's  run,  I  feel  pleasure  in  stf 
concur  folly  in  opinion  with  the  board ;  and  I  do  assure  you  tl 
than  I  would  use  any  other  rifle  myself,  I  would  use  none.  r 
tton  does  the  greatest  honor  to  the  inventor,  and  to  the  count 
am  confident  that,  in  a  few  years'  time,  no  other  rifle  will  be  i 
country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv 

W.  S.  HAS 
Lieut.  Col.  2d  L 

Major  General  Jesup, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Army  in  Florida. 


[Special  order  No.  1.] 

Brigade  Headquarti 
Fort  Jupiter,  E.  F.7  March 

At  the  request  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harney,  commandii 
goons,  a  board,  to  consist  of  Captains  W.  W.  Tompkins,  Williai 
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and  J.  Graham,  will  convene  at  this  post  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of 
dining  and  reporting  on  the  many -chambered  rifle,  invented  by  Mr. 

By  order  of  Colonel  D.  E.  Twiggs  : 

N.  DARLING, 
Lieut,  and  Secretary  2d  Dragoons. 


he  board  met  pursuant  to  the  above  order,  and  report  the  following 
iximents  and  tacts  as  the  result  of  their  examination  of  the  many- 
Kibered  rifle,  invented  by  Mr.  Colt 

Experiment  first. — As  regards  force. 

lie  rifle  was  fired  one  hundred  yards'  distance  at  a  target,  made  of  a  hard 
n  pitch-pine  tree,  and  struck  about  three  inches  from  the  centre,  pene- 
rig  about  two  inches.  Two  of  the  six  balls  fired  struck  the  target  The 
ftnce  was  then  increased  to  two  hundred  yards.  One  of  the  six  balls 
L  struck  the  target,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  those  fired  from  the  first 
fence.  The  distance  was  then  increased  to  three  hundred  yards,  when, 
*  the  smallness  of  the  target,  it  could  not  be  distinctly  seen,  and  was 
liit ;  but,  by  comparing  the  distance  the  balls  passed  over  the  water 

3pe  sheet  of  which  was  in  the  rear  of  the  target),  the  board  are  unani- 
y  of  opinion  that  the  balls  passed  at  least  three  hundred  yards  be- 
A  the  target,  making  a  distance  pf  fully  six  hundred  yards  the  balls 
<e  thrown. 

Experiment  second — As  regards  accuracy. 

*he  rifle  was  fired  by  different  members  of  the  board,  some  of  whom  hit 
target  within  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  others  two  inches  and  a  quarter 
.he  centre,  producing  the  belief  in  the  minds  of  the  board  that  instru- 
cts of  this  construction  shoot  as  accurately  as  any  other  firearms  what- 
r.  With  this  fact  probably  acting  in  their  favor — the  balls  being  forced 
»  the  chambers  by  a  lever,  there  is  very  little  or  no  "  windage,"  and, 
sequently ,  the  direction  of  the  bafi  will  be  more  certain :  the  striking 
be  target  depending  solely  upon  the  correct  aim  of  the  individual  pul- 
:  the  trigger.  As  regards  accuracy,  the  board  believe  the  specimen 
sn  in  their  experiments  as  perfect  as  possible. 

Experiment  third. — As  regards  penetration. 

The  rifle  was  fired  at  several  thicknesses  of  seasoned  Florida  pitch-pine 
ik,  at  a  distance  of  thirty  feet,  and  was  found,  by  measurement,  to  have 
etrated  to  the  depth  of  three  inches;  and,  compared  with  a  Govern - 
at  carbine,  fired  at  the  same  distance  and  at  the  same  tairget,  with  a 
I  and  shot  cartridge,  it  was  founcL^hat  the  balls  of  the  rifle  penetra- 
one  inch  farther  into  the  target  than  the  balls  from  the  carbine.  On 
sating  the  experiment,  and  cutting  the  buckshot  from  the  cartridge  of 
carbine,  and  firing  only  the  single  ball  with  a  full  charge  of  powder, 
result  was  unaltered.    The  board,  therefore,  are  unanimously  con- 


i. 


I      , 


.     * 

;  f  f 
i. 


great  as  couiu  ue  uesireu,  aiiu  even  greater  uiaii  iih 
quire. 

Experiment  fiftlu — As  regards  exposure  t 

The  rifle  repeater  was  loaded  and  placed  under  w 
and  then  fired  without  difficulty,  which  convinces  tl 
strument  is  more  secure  from  weather  than  any  knoi 
the  percussion  caps  fit  the  tubes,  the  balls  being  fore 
by  a  lever,  there  is  no  chance  for  the  water  to  get  U 
seems  impossible  for  the  charges  to  get  wet  from  any 

Experiment  sixth. — As  regards  safety  of 


Sundry  experiments  were  tried,  such  as  sprinklii 
J  the  balls,  among  the  percussion  caps  after  the  recer 

■  «  by  firing  the  rife  when  in  that  condition,  it  was  foi 

\  •  sion  of  file  discharge  blew  away  most  of  the  powder 

|  what  remained  was  so  protected  that  the  flame  from 

not  reach  it  The  instrument,  in  the  opinion  of  the  1 
perfectly  safe,  even  in  the  hands  of  the  most  careless 
The  board  having  tested  Mr.  Colt's  rifle  in  every  i 
to  their  minds,  taking  into  consideration  the  simplici 
(which,  on  examination,  is  found  to  be  eminently  so 
to  get  out  of  order  than  any  other  firearm,  and,  fron 
its  lock,  not  likely  to  be  accidentally  discharged),  anc 
not  recommend  it  for  universal  use  in  the  hands  of  u 
ished  in  the  light,  handsome  manner  it  is  at  present, 
lieve  that  a  considerable  number  of  men  in  each  c< 
lected,into  whose  hands  this  rifle  might  be  safelv  ph 
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construction  of  the  "  sights,"  which,  however,  being  mostly  a 
f  taste  with  the  manufacturer,  they  deem  of  minor  importance, 
lich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  W.  TOMPKINS, 

Captain  2d  Dragoons. 
WM.  W.  FULTON, 

Captain  2d  Dragoons. 
JOHN  GRAHAM, 

Captain  2d  Dragoons. 

been  present  when  most  of  the  experiments  above  reported 
and  fired  the  gun  ourselves,  we  fully  concur  with  the  board 
>n. 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 

Colonel  Dragoons. 
W.  S.  HARNEY, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  2d  Dragoons. 


de, 


Washington  City,  February  6, 1839. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  many  inquiries  which  you  make  of  me 
le  the  rifles  of  your  invention,  which  I  have  had  in  my  possession 
elve  or  fifteen  months,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  state  that  they  have 
d  my  expectations  (which  were  great)  in  every  particular.  They 
1  much  hard  service  in  Florida ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  of 
,  they  are  all  in  good  order.    Those  two  are  by  no  means  irre- 

ly  honest  opinion  that  no  other  guns  than  those  of  your  invention 
lsed  in  a  few  years. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  HARNEY, 
Lieut.  Col.  2d  Dragoons. 
el  Colt,  Esq. 


Washington,  February  22, 1840. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  10th  ultimo,  1  have  the  pleas- 
ate,  that  1,  being  the  first  sergeant  of  the  detachment  of  the  second 
i,  in  Florida,  which  was  armed  with  your  repeating  rifles,  had 
>rtant  task  of  drilling  them  in  their  use  and  manual.  And  al- 
the  arms  were  of  an  extremely  light  and  fancy  make,  yet  they 
ind  to  be  durable ;  and  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  whole  detach- 
at  did  not  feel  himself  of  five  times  the  force  with  one  of  your  re- 
than  with  the  common  carbine  or  musket.  And  so  eager  were  the 
to  get  each  one  of  your  rifles,  and  so  great  was  the  desire  to  be  at- 
o  this  select  corps,  that  to  receive  one  of  your  patent  arms  was  the 
)f  every  good  and  brave  soldier.  I  superintended  the  trial  of  the 
er  they  were  purchased  from  you  for  our  use,  and  in  every  particu- 
i  them  to  be  highly  efficient 


I  tested,  in  every  manner  that  occurred  to  my 
your  repeating  rifles,  viz :  1st.  I  marched  out  the  c 
purpose  of  target-firing  ;  and,  in  firing  at  a  thick 
yards  distant,  every  ball  penetrated  about  two  in< 
firearms  of  this  construction  shoot  as  strong  as  a 
part  of  the  balls  hit  the  target  within  two  inches  01 
ing  the  accuracy  with  which  they  throw  the  ball : 
two  receivers,  they  were  placed  in  the  rifles  and  dit 
thus  proving  that,  as  it  regards  celerity  and  rapii 
greater  than  most  occasions  in  Indian  warfare  reqi 
men  to  load,  and,  after  holding  their  pieces  for  sevei 
to  discharge  them ;  which,  being  done  without  dil 
instrument  is  more  secure  from  weather  than  any 
wii h  many  other  experiments,  were  made ;  and  ] 
in  the  hands  of  the  most  careless  soldier,  the  instru 

Upon  these  experiments,  sir,  I  did  not  alone  bs 
but,  after  a  long  and  well-tried  use  of  the  rifles,  th 
and  privation  in  the  damp  swamps  and  morasses  c 
to  retain  their  lustre,  and,  on  all  emergencies,  prow 

I  doubt  not,  sir,  but  that  the  time  is  close  at  ham 
□able  and  useful  patent  rifle  will  be  in  almost  i 
is  more  requisite,  in  Indian  warfare,  than  the  us 
hope  that  you  will,  by  your  enterprise,  afford  many 
in  Florida.  Your  rifle  must  and  will  shortly  bu 
musket  now  used  in  the  army;  and,  when  ihat 
sidered  that  the  efficiency  of  the  army  is  increased  i 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ob 

S.  Colt,  Esq. 
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tout  the  need  of  argument,  the  total  inefficiency  of  present  military 
action.  Whether  the  means  be  inadequate,  whether  those  means 
njudiciously  applied,  or  whether  the  country  and  the  enemy  con- 
*d,  no  means  would  be  available,  it  is  a  mournful  truth,  mat  for 
i  than  four  years  past,  and  even  now,  at  this  moment,  no  man  in 
ida  is  safe  in  his  own  house.  The  rifle,  and  the  musket,  and  the 
i  of  his  buildings,  form  the  only  obstacle  to  the  butchery  of  his 

rare  are  many  instances,  in  the  history  of  this  disgraceful  war,  of 
useful  defence  of  private  dwellings.    These  are  cases  where  many 

have  been  saved  by  having  several  loaded  firearms  in  the  house, 
a  the  husband  had  a  quick  eye,  and  a  steady  hand,  and  a  loaded 
;  when  the  wife  had  the  nerve  of  a  man,  and  loaded  one  gun,  while 
lusband  fired  another. 

he  means  of  the  people  seldom  enable  them  to  possess  more  than  one 

That  one  is  nred  on  the  approach  of  the  midnight  foe ;  perhaps 

>ullet  had  its  billet ;  but  the  means  of  defence  are  exhausted  with  the 

.     The  enemy  has  drawn  the  fire,  and  well  knows  that  he  may  now 

on  in  safety,  and  the  house  is  stormed,  and  the  females  scalped  with 
he  horrors  of  savage  cruelty.  It  is  to  prevent  this  that  we  would 
j  a  repeating  rifle.  One  cylinder  holds  ten  shots ;  another  is  attached 
le  piece  with  as  many  more,  which  may  be  shifted  in  a  twinkling, 
i  in  the  face  of  death ;  thus  giving  to  a  man  besieged  in  his  house 
lty  shots ;  superior  to  twenty  ordinary  rifles,  as  there  is  no  need  to 
t  the  piece  in  the  hand  ;  superior  to  ten  men,  for  more  loads  may  be 
harged  in  the  same  space  of  time  by  one  man,  armed  as  I  propose, 
i  by  ten  men  in  the  ordinary  way.  Besides,  there  is  no  confusion, 
thooting  the  ten  bullets  into  one  Indian,  no  panic.  In  a  word,  from 
[1  and  experienced  knowledge  of  these  arms,  I  unhesitatingly  declare 
opinion,  that  any  man  of  nerve,  of  coolness,  of  determined  resolution, 
he  inside  of  his  house,  dependant  on  his  skill  and  courage,  would 

Colt's  rifle  a  safer  reliance  in  an  Indian  midnight  attack  than  ten 
l,  in  the  same  position,  with  the  ordinary  gun. 
do  not  mean  to  enter  here  into  a  discussion  of  the  comparative  value 
Jolt's  gun  for  the  general  purposes  of  war.  It  is  said  to  be  too  com- 
ated.  I  am  told  it  contains  a  less  number  of  parts  by  one-third  than 
l's  rifle  or  the  Government  musket,  and  that  it  is  lighter  by  two 
nds  than  the  last  Texas,  too,  surrounded  by  enemies  on  all  sides, 
1  but  a  few  soldiers  to  call  to  her  defence,  has  judiciously  sought  to 
.tiply  her  means,  by  placing  in  the  hands  of  her  soldiery  the  most 
tient  weapon,  so  as  to  equalize  her  army  to  her  enemy — not  by  men, 
ch  she  has  not,  but  by  the  arms  they  carry.  Economy  and  necessity 
le  Texas  vigilant,  to  choose  the  most  efficient  arms,  and  she  has 
sen  Colt's.  Hundreds  of  these  arms  have  been  bought  for  the  Texan 
ice.  Now,  sir,  I  will  not  say  to  you  that  the  United  States  are  bound 
efend  the  people  of  Florida — their  lives,  and  their  property.  I  need 
say  that  they  have  done  neither.  Whether  it  be  ignorance  or  guilt ; 
ither  it  be  the  fault  of  the  Secretary,  or  the  army,  or  the  country,  or 
nature  of  the  foe,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say.  But  so  it  is,  that  after 
e  than  four  years  of  war,  a  standing  army  of  ten  thousand  men,  an 
»tiditure  of  money  untold,  Florida  is  more  desolate  and  destitute  of 
dee  than  on  the  first  month  of  its  outbreak ;  the  life  of  the  citizen 
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more  insecure  now  than  then ;  mote  unsafe  in  the  interior  th 
frontier  settlements  in  the  beginning.  You  have  seen  the  hoi 
mitted  by  that  enemy ;  the  burning  of  houses,  the  scalping 
families,  paraded  through  the  daily  press.  The  Secretary  and 
cannot  or  will  not  protect  us.  We  beg  that  you  will  enable  us 
ourselves.  The  only  objection  that  will  be  made  is  to  the 
rifles,  at  from  $40  to  $45  each,  will  be  a  little  more  than  $2 
will  be  enough.  And  will  you  weigh  money  against  life,  again: 
disgrace?  Twenty  millions  hare  been  already  expended  i 
measures — measures  without  any  other  result  than  to  prove  the 
of  him  who  planned  them ;  proved  by  the  continuance  of  uw 
our  great  loss  of  territory,  of  property,  of  life ;  proved  by  our  pn 
tion,  more  degraded,  more  helpless,  more  hopeless  of  success, 
tant  from  a  close,  than  ever. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  papers  which  accompany  this  < 
cation. 

I  am,  air,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DOfl 

Gen.  Waddy  Thompson, 

House  qj  Representative*. 
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MEMORIAL 


•p 


THE  PRESIDENT  AND  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
GREEN  BAY,  WISKONSIN  TERRITORY. 


PRAYING 


confirmation  by  Congress  of  the  act  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 

Wiskonsin,  incorporating  said  town. 


June  1,  1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Stales  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled  : 

Che  president  and  trustees  of  the  town  of  Green  Bay,  having  observed,  by 
^solution  lately  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  the  Chair- 
1  of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  that,  among  other  laws  recited,  it  is 
templated  to  disapprove  of  the  several  acts  passed  by  the;  Legislative  As- 
tbly  of  the  Territory,  in  relation  to  this  borough,  beg  leave  most  respect- 
y  to  present  such  a  statement  of  facts,  in  the  premises,  as  may  enable 
lgress,  in  whatever  course  it  may  be  deemed  advisable  to  pursue  upon  the 
ject,  to  act  understandingly,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  not,  without  any 
responding  good,  seriously  to  interfere  with  and  prejudice  the  rights  and 
trests  of  the  people  concerned. 

>uring  a  sessioy  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiskonsin,  held  at  Bur- 
ton, in  the  winter  of  1837-8,  an  act  was  passed,  in  accordance  with  a 
tion  of  the  citizens  of  Green  Bay,  incorporating  their  town.    Under  this 
in  the  spring  of  1838,  the  people,  as  authorized,  elected  their  trustees 
other  officers,  who  proceeded  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in 
m,  and  to  the  performance  of  duties  such  as  are  usually  incident  to  such 
ions,  in  the  levying  and  collecting  of  taxes,  the  making  of  improvements, 
,  <fcc,  rendered  necessary  or  proper  by  the  peculiar  situation  or  circum- 
ices  of  the  town.    The  provisions  of  this  law  having  been  found  by  q 
r's  experience  to  be  in  many  instances  very  defective,  at  the  following  ses« 
1  of  the  Legislature,  a  second  act  was  passed,  differing  materially  in  somt 
ts  provisions  from  the  first ;  which,  however,  before  it  went  into  opera* 
1  was  submitted  to  the  people,  who  were  authorized  to  decide,  by  ballot; 
ithor  their  first  act  should  be  retained,  the  second  adopted,  or  whether 
\  should  be  rejected.     It  was  decided  by  a  respectable  majority,  to  accept 
he  second  act ;  and  under  its  provisions  borough  officers  were  a  second 
e  elected,  and  many  acts  done  and  performed,  which,  in  their  corporate 

r  &  Rives,  primers. 
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capacity  these  officers  were  authorized  and  required  to  do.  Taxes 
levied  and  collected,  improvements  made,  debts  contracted,  &c.,&c.  £ 
little  dissatisfaction,  however,  still  existing  in  relation  to  the  act  of  inc< 
ration,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  territorial  Legislature,  at  its  sua 
ing  session,  iathe  winter  of  1839-40,  praying  that  the  law  might  b 
pealed ;  not,  however,  without  such  provisions  as  would  enable  the  toy 
liquidate  its  debts,  and  transact  other  business  necessary  and  proper,  ii 
der  to  secure  the  rights  and  interests  of  individuals,  previous  to  a  dissoto 
of  the  corporation.  A  law  was  passed,  again  submitting  the  question  to 
people,  whether  they  would  retain  the  act  of  incorporation  then  existing 
reject  it,  and  making  provision,  in  case  the  latter  course  were  adopted,  foi 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  liabilities  of  the  borough  and  the  collectio 
its  dues.  The  people  again  decided,  by  ballot,  to  retain  their  act  of  io 
poration,  and  a  third  time  elected  their  officers,  who  are  now  in  the  peri: 
ance  of  their  duties. 

In  addition  to  this  statement  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the; 
sage  and  operation  of  the  laws  of  the  territorial  Legislature  referred  to, p 
memorialists  would  respectfully  suggest  thattheir  disapproval,  from  andi 
the  time  of  their  passage,  could  not  but  be  productive  of  serious  confa 
and  injury  to  individual  rights  and  interests,  as  all  the  acts  which  have  t 
done  under  them,  would  of  course  be  invalidated.  It  is  unnecessary  toe 
into  particulars.  Each  member  of  your  honorable  body  must  be  awire, 
a  borough  corporation,  in  active  existence  upward  of  two  years,  would 
cessarily  perform  many  acts,  which,  to  render  invalid,  would  create  seti 
evil.  Every  thin?  which  has  been  done,  has  been  performed  in  good/i 
and  under  the  belief  that  the  net  of  incorporation  was  in  full  force 
effect,  without  being  particularly  submitted  to  Congress,  or  receiving 
positive  action  at  the  hands  of  that  body. 

If  it  is  thought  advisable  by  your  honorable  body  to  take  especial  m 
of,  or  disapprove,  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  town,  which  the  peopt 
their  votes  have  repeatedly  decided  to  retain,  it  is  respectfully  submit 
whether  justice  and  equity  would  not  require  that  some  provision  shook 
made,  whereby  the  borough  would  be  enabled  to  proceed  in  the  collectio 
its  dues,  and  to  the  liquidation  of  its  debts.  The  debts  of  the  town,  cood 
ed  for  the  making  of  improvements,  &c,  now  amount  to  some  hundred 
dollars.  If,  however,  the  outstanding  taxes  are  authorized  to  be  colled 
its  liabilities  may  be  redeemed  ;  and  your  memorialists,  therefore,  hope  I 
some  proper  provision  in  the  premises  may  be  made. 

DANIEL  WHITNEY,  PresM 
PETER  WHITE, 
EDWIN  HART,  I  TnuUi 

HENRY  O.  SHOLES,  >  imm 
DANIEL  BUTLER, 
Attest :  John  Last,  Clerk. 
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DOCUMENTS 


3  QUANTITY  AND  VALUE  OP  THE  IMPORTS  AND 

EXPORTS  OP  SUGAR, 

DURING 

The  year  ending  September  30,  1839. 


June  1,  1840. 

Submitted  by  Mr.  Nicholas,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department,  May  26,  1840. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  18th 

[  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  following  statements,  pre- 

the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  viz : 

tatement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  sugar  imported  into 

3d  States  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1839 ; 

statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  sugar  imported  info 

ed  States  during  the  same  period  (showing  the  countries  whence 

I);  and 

tatement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  domestic  refined 

ported  during  the  same  period. 

lin,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEYI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Robert  Carter  Nicholas, 

Senate  of  the  United  State*. 

res,  printers.  i 
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3.  To  receive  East  India  and  other  foreign  sugar,  w« 
nets,  and  by  exporting  refined  sugars  we  get  pay  far  o 
beside  two*  freights  equal  2£  cents  per  pound  on  the 
nearly  twice  the  drawback  on  the  quantity  of  refined  i 

4.  At  five  cents  drawback  and  two  cents  duty,  it  is 
facture  purposely  for  export,  at  a  profit ;  but  in  season 
finer  exports  his  surplus  at  a  small  loss,  rather  than  fo 
market,  and  thereby  reduce  the  price  of  his  entire  pro* 

5.  Sugars  used  by  refiners  cannot  generally  be  us 
viz :  Bast  India,  Manilla,  Java,  Brazil,  Sx. ;  yet  these  1< 
pay  the  same  duties  as  the  best  brown  sugars. 

6.  The  subject  was  presented  to  Congress  when  tl 
and  the  present  drawback  was  made  part  and  parcel  ol 
of  that  new  refineries  have  been  erected,  which  woul 
case,  had  the  refiners  not  supposed  their  surplus  could 
of  necessity,  with  but  a  small  loss. 

7.  It  is  not  true,  as  has  been  stated,  that  before  thi 
the  refiners  exported  at  a  profit ;  at  the  present  duty  it 
even  when  raw  sugars  are  at  their  lowest  prices,'  and  I 
avail  himself  of  this  trade  for  surplus  manufacture,  as 

8.  A  sugar  refinery  differs  from  many  other  marrafa 
that  it  is  impossible  to  decrease  the  expenses  by  dimi 
manufactured ;  and,  consequently,  when,  from  distress 
the  quantity  consumed  is  lessened,  the  refiner  has  no  i 
port,  to  run  off  bis  surplus.  The  expenses  of  our  1 
about  $200,000  per  annum  each,  which  amount  is 
hands'  wages,  dec. 

The  first  cost  of  such  an  establishment  is  very  large 
the  employment  given,  consumption  of  coals,  <fcc,  &c. 
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MEMORIAL 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  OP  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 

PRATING 

ke  amendment  of  the  bill  (S.  324^  u  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 


June  1,1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


the  /lonorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 

assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  New  York, 

1PECTFULLY  REPRESENTS  I 

That  we  feel  much  solicitude  respecting  the  present  discussion  in  your 
torable  body  in  relation  to  a  bankrupt  law,  because  such  a  measure  will 
either  eminently  useful  or  deeply  injurious,  both  to  our  internal  pros- 
ity  and  our  foreign  credit,  acconiing  to  the  provisions  which  it  may 
tain.     While  it  ought  to  give  equal  protection  to  honest  insolvents, 
L  their  unfortunate  creditor*,  the  general  sympathy  at  present  leans' 
efly  to  the  former,  which  must  bias  the  judgment  in  their  favor,  to  the 
fusion  and  even  the  prejudice  of  the  latter  class,  whose  talent  and 
-rgy   have   sustained  them  amid  the  surrounding  wreck;   and  who, 
-e,  in  innumerable  instances,  been  the  victims  of  fraudulent  debtors, : 
o  revelled  in  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  and  set  them  at  defiance. 
•Ve  do  not  propose  in  this  memorial,  to  analyze  the  two  theories  now 
ler  your  consideration,  but  only  to  make  a  few  suggestions  on  points 
ich  do  not  appear  in  either  of  the  bills,  but  which  we  consider  of  vital* 
x>rtance,  and  which  we  are  anxious  to  have  imbodied  in  the  act,  so  as 
apply  at  least  to  all  future  contracts. 

.st.  The  release  of  the  bankrupt  is  not  made  to  depend,  in  any  degree, 
the  concurrence  of  his  creditors,  but  solely  on  the  opinion  of  a  single 
.ge.  This  is  a  fatal  error,  to  which  we  cannot  too  strongly  call  your 
jntion,  as  it  will  nullify  the  rest  of  the  bill,  however  skilfully  it  may 
constructed.  The  assent  of  one-half  of  the  creditors  in  number  and 
ount  ought  to  be  essential.  It  is  not  enough  that  they  are  permitted 
oppose  the  granting  of  releases,  because  the  trouble  and  expense  of  do- 
\  so  (especially  when,  as  is  often  the  case,  they  reside  at  a  distance) 
uld,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  deter  them  from  interfering,  even  when 
nre  was  manifest  fraud  ;^and  the  judge,  however  faithful  to  his  duty, 
ir  ft  Aires,  printers. 


sucn  a  release  as  we  now  propose. 

This  provision  is  also  indispensable  to  the  future  : 
bankrupt  himself;  it  is  proverbial,  that  a  discharge  und< 
vent  laws  always  leaves  a  stain  on  the  insolvent,  beer 
are  not  parties  to  it ;  and  because  it  is  obtained  by  eivn 
cisely  the  same  effect  would  be  produced  by  the  prescw 
cisely  the  same  reasons.  The  bankrupt  would  receive 
it  would  merely  protect  his  person ;  his  name  would  be 
new  credit  would  be  peculiarly  difficult,  and  honest  met 
dre;id  to  take  advantage  of  such  a  law. 

2d.  We  would  also  suggest,  that  when  a  merchant  h 
of  account,  or  when  his  books  are  so  imperfect,  that  th( 
the  means  of  making  up  a  statement  of  bis  affairs,  he  s 
from  obtaining  a  release. 

3d.  Wc  would  also  suggest,  ihat  no  debts  ought  to 
has  been  proposed  to  prefer  trust-funds,  which  the  bo 
diverted  to  his  own  use ;  but  this  would  give  room  foi 
and  would  lessen  that  caution  which  onght  to  bo  obsc 
proper  persons  for  such  depositcs. 

4th.  We  would  also  suggest,  that  State  legation  ou 
mitterl,  in  any  degree,  to  traverse  the  provision  of  a  bai 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  expressly  reserves  to  C 
to  pass  a  uniform  law;  and  because  such  interference, 
and  probably  would,  make  a  different  bankrupt  law  in 
Union. 

5th.  We  would  lastly  suggest,  the  expediency  of  posi 
tionof  this  law  till  the  1st  day  of  next  January,  to  give  l 
to  prepare  for  such  a  radical  change. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  W.  I.KAVr 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  1, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  White  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  118.] 

Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  an  etigrossed  bill  from 
House  of  Representatives  entitled  "  An  act  granting  a  pension  to  John 
Gent  her  j  of  Pennsylvania"  report  : 

xe  petitioner  was  a  soldier  in  the  French  army  in  the  Revolutionary 
and  does  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  existing  laws.  The  com- 
m  entertain  the  opinion  that  no  relief  should  be  granted  in  such  a 
,  unless  by  a  general  law,  including  all  similar  cases  which  may  be 
Uy  worthy.  And  they  have  frequently  during  this  session  expressed 
pinion  against  the  extension  of  the  pension  laws.  Besides,  tne  evi- 
m  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  favorable  action  of  the  committee. 
be  committee  recommend  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

4k  Riven,  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  1,  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 
REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  362.  J 

nmittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mear- 
ret  Jamison,  widow  of  Samuel  Jamison,  deceased,  report : 

:Iaim  was  rejected  at  the  department,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  dated  April  14, 1840.  He  says : 
fficulties  of  its  adjustment  arise  from  the  imperfect  statement  of  the 
features  of  each  term  in  each  grade,  which  the  declaration  and 
Ford,  and  the  failure  to  produce  the  family  register,  which  has 
e  been  required  of  the  claimant  It  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  impor- 
fix  the  date  of  her  marriage  to  determine  whether  her  claim  should 
3d  under  the  act  of  4th  July,  1836,  or  7th  July,  1838.  It  is  be- 
at she  is  entitled  to  a  pension ;  but  the  department  is  not  able,  from 
irs,  to  fix  the  amount  without  establishing  an  unsafe  rule  for  the 
tion  of  a  ratable  stipend." 

orrectly  stated,  that  there  is  some  doubt  as  to  the  duration  of  ser- 
t  the  committee  are  satisfied,  from  the  evidence,  that  the  husband 
)ur  months  as  a  sergeant  and  two  months  as  a  lieutenant,  and  that 
iage  was  solemnized  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  last  period  of 

report  a  bill  for  six  months'  sendee. 

yes,  printers. 
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JN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  3,  1S40. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

?  Committee  on  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  report 
r  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  relates  to  the  reorganization  and  disci- 
line  of  the  militia,  submit  the  following  report: 

'hat,  duly  appreciating  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  fully  concur- 
in  the  opinion  that  " a  well-regulated  militia"  is  "necessary  to  the 
rity  of  a  free  state,"  they  have  thought  proper  to  examine  it,  in  refer- 
>  to  the  powers  of  Congress,  the  various  plans  which  have  been  pro- 
d,  and  such  measures  as  have  been  matured,  at  different  periods,  since 
adoption  of  the  Constitution.  From  the  earliest  period  of  our  history 
o  seems  to  have  been  a  general  concurrence  in  the  opinion,  that  a  well- 
mized  militia  is  not  only  the  most  economical,  but  the  most  safe  and. 
ble  means  of  national  defence.  Indeed,  when  we  take  into  view  that 
Government  originated  in  the  spontaneous  will  of  the  people ;  that  it 
organized,  and  its  fundamental  law  constructed  by  them :  that,  recog. 
ig  man's  capacity  for  self-government,  and  the  leading  principle  that  a 
)rity  shall  govern,  all  are  alike  interested  in  its  preservation,  the  conclu- 
follows  necessarily,  that  the  national  defence  must  be  most  secure  in 
hands  of  a  citizen-soldiery.  The  experience  of  former  ages  had  shown 
danger  to  liberty,  from  large  standing  armies,  as  well  as  the  expense 
laintaining  them ;  and  our  own  experience,  during  the  war  of  the 
?lution,  had  proven  that  freemen,  almost  without  organization,  and 
out  discipline,  were  invincible,  when  battling  in  defence  of  their 
rights,  and  for  the  safety  of  their  own  families  and  firesides.  Hence, 
Constitution,  relying  on  the  militia  as  the  best  safeguard  against  all 
tries,  domestic  and  foreign,  expressly  delegates  to  Congress  the  power 
•ovide  for  calling  them  forth, ;-  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
s  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions."  And  the  past  history  of  oar 
ltry  fully  justifies  the  confidence  in  the  militia,  indicated  by  this  giant 
>wer ;  for,  up  to  the  present  moment,  they  have  never  been  called  upon* 
ny  occasion,  when  their  country  was  in  danger,  or  needed  their  services^ 
i  any  cause,  that  they  have  not  rallied  to  her  standard  with  the  most 
apt  alacrity,  and  evinced  the  most  ardent  patriotism,  and  determined. 

age. 

b  render  this  arm  of  the  national  defence  more  efficient,  the  Constitution: 

gales  to  Congress  further  pctwer,  in  the  following  words ; 

printers,  * 
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tne  views  ot  tne  executive  ana  tne  legislation  ot  uong 
the  former,  they  present  the  following  extracts  from  the 
retary  of  War,  which  has  just  been  referred  to : 

THE   PLAN  OF   GENERAL   KNOX. 

"  The  period  of  life,  in  which  military  service  shall 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  commence  at  eiqbteei 
the  age  of  sixty  years.  The  men  comprehended  by  thii 
sive  of  such  exceptions  as  the  Legislatures  of  the  res 
think  proper  to  make,  and  all  actual  mariners,  shall  be 
ent  degrees  of  military  duty,  and  divided  into  three  disi 

"  The  first  class  shall  comprehend  the  youth  of  eigh 
twenty  years  of  age,  to  be  denominated  the  advanced  a 
class  shall  include  the  men  from  twenty-one  to  forty-fivi 
denominated  the  main  carps.  The  third  class  shall 
sively,  the  men  from  forty-six  to  sixty  years  of  age,  to  I 
reserved  corps. 

"  All  the  militia  of  the  United  States  shall  assume  the 
which  shall  be  the  permanent  establishment  thereof. 

"  A  legion  shall  consist  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-tl 
officers,  and  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty 
officers  and  privates,  formed  in  the  following  manner  : 

"  Of  the  advanced  corps. — The  youth  ot  eighteen  a 
shall  be  disciplined  for  thirty  days  successively  in  eac 
of  twenty  yean  shall  be  disciplined  only  for  ten  days  ii 
shall  be  the  last  ten  days  of  the  annual  encampments. 

"The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  are  not 
during  the  said  time,  but  the  commissioned  officers  will 
their  relative  ranks,  ajrreeablv  to  the  federal  establish 
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Hie  main  corps  is  instituted  to  preserve  and  circulate  throughout  the 
nunity  the  military  discipline  acquired  in  the  advanced  cotps ;  to  arm 
>eople,  and  fix  firmly,  by  practice  and  habit,  those  forms  and  maxims, 
h  are  essential  to  the  life  and  energy  of  a  free  Government 
rhe  reserved  corps  is  instituted  to  prevent  men  being  sent  to  the  field 
se  strength  is  unequal  to  sustain  the  severities  of  an  active  campaign, 
by  organizing  and  rendering  them  eligible  for  domestic  service,  a 
ter  proportion  of  the  younger  and  robust  part  of  the  community  may 
labled,  in  case  of  necessity,  to  encounter  the  more  urgent  duties  of 


ich  were  the  views  entertained,  and  the  plan  of  organization  and  disci* 
5  of  the  militia,  proposed  by  that  distinguished  veteran  and  patriot, 
sral  Knox,  who  had  periled  "  life,  fortune,  and  sacred  honor,"  during 
Revolutionary  struggle,  and  contributed  his  full  share  in  the  achieve- 
t  of  our  liberty  and  independence.  That  his  plan  received  the  appro- 
m  of  the  father  of  his  country,  then  President  of  the  United  States,  is 
rly  manifested  by  the  official  documents.  In  resubmitting  his  plan  to 
President,  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  General  Knox  expressed  himself 
le  following  language : 

Having  submitted  to  your  consideration  a  plan  for  the  arrangement  of 
militia  of  the  United  States,  which  I  had  presented  to  the  late  Congress, 
you  having  approved  the  general  principles  thereof,  with  certain  ex- 
ions,  1  now  respectfully  lay  the  same  before  you,  modified  according 
\e  alterations  yon  were  pleased  to  suggest."  General  Washington, 
ing  subsequently  '-directed  him  to  lay  the  plan  before  Congress,  ac- 
ipanied  by  the  Secretary's  declaration,  that  he  had  "  approved  the  gene- 
principles  thereof,  with  certain  exceptions,"  which  had  been  obviated  by 
J  alterations"  which  he  had  been  "  pleased  to  suggest,"  substantially 
)ted  it  as  his  own. 

here  does  not  appear,  however,  to  have  been  any  law  passed  for  the 
nization  and  discipline  of  the  militia,  until  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
e  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uni- 
i  militia  throughout  the  United  States,"  approved  May  8,  1792,  which 
no  doubt,  an  emanation  from  the  views  communicated  to  Congress  by 
sral  Knox,  as  already  noticed,  though  it  did  not  fully  carry  them  out. 
:  act  is  still  upon  our  statute-book,  and  not  yet  repealed ;  though  it  is 
tterly  disregarded  in  many  parts  of  the  Union,  that  its  existence  is 
st  unknown.  To  show  how  far  it  carried  the  plan  of  organization, 
:he  duties  and  burdens  it  imposed  upon  the  citizens,  the  committee  beg 
*  here  to  introduce  the  following  sections : 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
te  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  each  and 
y  free,  able-bodied,  white,  male  citizen  of  the  respective  States,  resident 
*in,  who  is  or  shall  be  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  under  the  age 
>rty-five  years  (except  as  is  hereinafter  excepted),  shall,  severally  and 
actively,  be  enrolled  in  the  militia  by  the  captain  or  commanding  officer 
ie  company  within  whose  bounds  such  citizen  shall  reside,  and  that 
in  twelve  months  after  the  passing  of  this  act :  and  it  shall,  at  all  times 
after,  be  the  duty  of  every  such  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  a 
pany  to  enrol  every  such  citizen  as  aforesaid,  and  also  those  who  shall, 
i  time  to  time,  arrive  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  or,  being  of  the  age 
ighteen  years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five  yean  (except  a*  before 
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excepted),  shall  come  to  reside  within  his  bounds ;  nnd  shall,  without 
notify  such  citizen  of  the  said  enrolment  by  a  proper  non-commu 
officer  of  the  company,  by  whom  such  notice  may  be  proved.  Thai 
citizen  so  enrolled  and  notified  shall,  within  six  months  thereafter,  i 
himself  with  a  good  musket,  or  firelock ;  a  sufficient  bayonet  and  bet 
spare  flints,  ana  a  knapsack ;  a  pouch,  with  a  box  therein,  to  contain  n 
than  twenty-four  cartridges  suited  to  the  bore  of  his  musket,  or  fij 
-each  cartridge  to  contain  a  proper  quantity  of  powder  and  ball ;  or, < 
good  rifle,  knapsack,  shot-pouch,  and  powder-horn,  twenty  balls,  sni 
tne  bore  of  his  rifle,  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  powder :  and  shall  aj 
«o  armed,  accoutred,  and  provided,  when  called  out  to  exercise,  or  iol 
vice,  except  that,  when  called  out  on  company  days  to  exercise  on 
may  appear  without  a  knapsack.  That  the  commissioned  officer* 
severally,  be  armed  with  a  sword  or  hanger,  and  espontoon.  And 
lrom  and  after  five  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  muskets  lor 
ing  the  militia,  as  herein  required,  shall  be  of  bores  sufficient  fork 
the  eighteenth  part  of  a  pound.  And  every  citizen  so  enrolled,  aoi 
Tiding  himself  with  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  accoutrements,  reqw 
aforesaid,  shall  hold  the  same  exempted  from  all  suits,  distresses,  execs 
or  sales  for  debt,  or  for  the  payment  of  taxes. 

"  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  out  of  the  militia  enrdk 

is  herein  directed,  there  shall  be  formed,  for  each  battalion,  at  leaf 

•company  of  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  or  riflemen  ;  and  that,  toexhd 

.ion,  there  shall  be  at  least  one  company  of  artillery  and  one  troop  of  b 

There  shall  be  to  each  company  of  artillery  one  captain,  two  lienta 

four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  six  gunners,  six  bombardiers,  onedrao 

-  and  one  fifer.    The  officers  to  be  armed  with  a  sword  or  hanger,  a  I 

bayonet  and  belt,  with  a  cartridge-box  to  contain  twelve  cartridges ;  and 

private  or  matross  shall  furnish  himself  with  all  the  equipments  of  ap 

in  the  infantry,  until  proper  ordnance  and  field  artillery  is  provided.  1 

;8hall  be  to  each  troop  of  horse  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  cornel 

•sergeants,  four  corporals,  one  saddler,  one  farrier,  and  one  trumpeter. 

commissioned  officers  to  furnish  themselves  with  good  horses,  of  at  led 

teen  hands  and  a  half  high,  and  to  be  armed  with  a  sword  and  pain 

tols,  the  holsters  of  which  to  be  covered  with  bearskin  caps ;  eachdn 

to  furnish  himself  with  a  serviceable  horse,  at  least  fourteen  hands  i 

half  high,  a  good  saddle,  bridle,  mail-pillion,  and  valise,  holsters,! 

breastplate  and  crupper,  a  pair  of  boots  and  spurs,  a  pair  of  pistols,  ai 

and  a  cartouch-box  to  contain  twelve  cartridges  for  pistols.    That 

company  of  artillery  and  troop  of  horse  shall  be  formed,  of  volunteen 

the  brigade,  at  the  discretion  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Stan 

exceeding  one  company  of  each  to  a  regiment,  nor  more  in  number 

one-eleventh  part  of  the  infantry,  and  shall  be  uniformly  clothed  ia  repi 

ate,  to  be  furnished  at  their  own  expense ;  the  color  and  fashion  to  I 

termined  by  the  brigadier  commanding  the  brigade  to  which  they  bel 

It  will  be  perceived  there  are  many  striking  analogies  between  the 
of  General  Knox,  including  the  sections  of  the  actof  Mav  8,  17* 
quoted,  and  that  of  the  present  Secretary  of  War,  now  under  cflfsiden 
and  that  the  plan  of  the  latter  is  not  entirely  original,  or  new.  Thefc 
propose*  enrolling  the  militia  for  different  degrees  of  duty,  and  di* 
them  into  three  distinct  classes,  to  be  called  the  "  advanced  corft 
main  corps,"  and  the  « reserved  corps :"  the  latter  also  proposes 
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ci  classes — the  "first  class"  to  "be  denominated  the  mass  of  the 
" — the  "  second  class"  to  "  be  denominated  the  active  or  moveable 
—and  a  "  third  class"  to  "  be  denominated  the  reserve  or  sedentary 

tin :  the  "  advanced  corps"  of  General  Knox  corresponds  in  all  mate- 
spects  with  the  "  active  or  moveable  force"  of  the  present  Secretary 
r,  so  far  as  duties  are  to  be  performed.  It  was  proposed  by  the  for- 
lat  the  "  advanced  corps,"  consisting  of  u  the  youth  of  eighteen  and 
en,  should  be  disciplined  for  thirty  days  successively,  in  each  year ; 
lose  of  twenty  years  should  be  disciplined  only  for  ten  days  in  each 
vhich  should  be  the  last  ten  days  of  the  annual  encampment"  The 
it  Secretary  proposes  that  the  "  active  force  of  the  militia"  may  be 
forth  at  such  places  within  their  respective  districts,  and  at  such 
not  exceeding  twice,  nor  [exceeding]  days  in  the  same  year  (leav- 
:>ngress  to  designate  the  length  of  time),  "  for  their  instruction,  dis- 
3,  and  improvement  in  military  knowledge." 

ong  the  principal  points  of  difference  in  the  two  plans  or  nrqjets,  it 
e  remarked  that  General  Knox  proposed  the  enrolment  of  all  between 
res  of  eighteen  and  sixty  years  ;  while  the  present  Secretary  proposes 
ol  only  those  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty  five.  Again :  un- 
e  plan  of  General  Knox,  "  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
not  to  receive  any  pay  during  the  said  time  [of  their  discipline] ;  but 
tmmissioned  officers  were  to  receive  the  pay  of  their  relative  ranks, 
tbly  to  the  Federal  establishment,  for  the  time  being."  The  present 
nry  proposes  to  give  all  those  called  out  for  discipline,  including 
commissioned  officers,  musicians,  artificers,  and  privates,"  the  pay  and 
s  of  the  "  officers,  musicians,  artificers,  and  privates,  of  the  infantry  of 
nited  States."  Another  point  of  difference  between  the4awof  1792 
lat  proposed  by  the  present  Secretary  is,  that,  under  the  former,  every 
n  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of  age,  subject  to  militia  duty, 
nired  to  "  provide  himself  with  a  good  musket,  or  firelock,  a  sufficient 
let  and  belt,  two  spare  flints,  and  a  knapsack,  a  pouch,  with  a  box 
n,  to  contain  not  less  than  twenty-four  cartridges,  suited  to  the  bore  of 
msket  or  firelock,"  <fcc. ;  "  or  with  a  good  rifle,"  and  corresponding 
merits.  The  present  Secretary  of  War  proposes  for  enactment,  "  that 
citizen,  duly  enrolled  in  the  militia,  shall  be  constantly  provided  with 
accoutrements,  and  ammunition,  <fcc. ;"  but,  in  his  letter  to  the  chair- 
>f  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  he 
ns  this  to  mean,  so  far  as  regards  the  "  active  class,"  that  they  are  to 
ned  and  equipped  at  the  public  expense,  as  well  as  paid  for  their  ser- 
in the  communication  alluded  to,  and  doubtless  with  a  view  to  ob- 
ill  constitutional  objections,  the  Secretary  speaks  of  his  purpose  i:  to 
to  the  States  to  place,  by  law,  their  contingents  at  the  disposition  of 
eneral  Government,  for  a  period  of  not  more  than  thirty  days  of  every 
for  the  purpose  of  their  being  trained  in  conjunction  with  regular 
i,  and  by  veteran  officers."  Contemplating  the  necessity  of  this  assent, 
ds :  "  It  is  not  probable  that  this  co  operation  will  he  withheld  by  any 
when  the  advantages  are  presented  to  it  of  possessing  a  body  of  well- 
ized,  well-armed,  and  well  disciplined  militia,  without  any  expense, 
to  the  States  or  to  the  citizens  thereof,  and  when  they  are  made  aware 
t  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  assemble  such  militia  at  cotir 
nt  points,  within  each  State,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  depots  of  arms, 
l  it  is  proposed  to  establish  as  part  of  the  system." 


priue  in  Ming  me  depository  01  me  power  01  tne 
trained  to  a  degree  of  energy  equal  to  every  military 
Slates.  But. if  is  an  inuuu'y  tc/rir/i  caimot  be  too  sol- 
the  act  has  organised  thru  so  as  to produce  their  fu 

In  liis  speech  of  the  1  Oth  of  November,  1704,  the  I 
the  subject  forward;  mid,  among  other  things,  made 

"  'J'hederisin^  and  islnblisliiiig  n  tre/f-ngulofed  i 
uine  UOUtct:  of  leisislatice  honor,  and  a  perfect  title  h 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  further 
ject  of  the  organization  or  discipline  of  the  militia 
act,  in  addition  to  the  one  already  noticed,  during 
Mr.  Jefferson,  which  was  approved  March  2,  1^03 
have  been  designed  to  enf  >rce  and  carry  out  the  pr 
Among  other  provisions  of  the  act  last  referred  to,  it 

'•  Sec:.  I.  That  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  adjiitai 
in  each  State,  to  make  returns  of  the  militia  of  the 
longs,  with  their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  auumii 
directions  of  the  act  to  -which  this  is  an  addition,  t 
United  Slates,  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  Mom 
year;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  V 
to  give  such  directions  to  the  adjutant  generals  nfmili 
ion,  be  necessary  to  produce  an  uniformity  in  the 
shall  lay  an  abstract  of  the  same  before  Congress 
Monday  of  February  annually." 

The  .second  section  of  the  same  act  declares :  "  1 
enrolled  in  the  militia,  should  be  constantly  proritle, 
menlSy  mid  ammunition,  agreeably  to  the  direction 
of  May  8, 1792,  before  recited]  from  and  after  he  si 
of  his  enrolment,"  tfec. 

Here  was  a  re-enactment  of  the  injunction  upon 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  (with  « 
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mbled  to  speak,  they  believe,  if  not  wholly  inefficient,  they  have  at 
fallen  very  short  of  the  results  contemplated.  As  evidence  of  the 
:tness  of  this  view  of  the  subject,  we  find  the  reorganization  and 
•  government  and  discipline  of  the  militia  have  been,  ever  since,  one 
e  standing  themes  of  almost  every  Executive  message,  of  many 
ts  from  the  Department  of  War,  and  of  very  frequent  discussion  in 
ress.  It  was  a  subject  of  almost  constant  solicitude  with  Mr.  Madi- 
:hroughout  his  administration.     In  his   message   of  December  5, 

he  submitted  it  to  the  attention  of  Congress  in  the  following  terms: 
^hese  preparations  for  arming  the  militia  having  thus  far  provided 
lc  of  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  power  vested  in  Congress  with 
it  to  that  great  bulwark  of  the  public  safety,  it  is  lor  their  considera- 
arhether  further  provisions  are  not  requisite  lor  the  other  contem- 
l  objects  of  organization  and  discipline.  To  give  to  this  great  mass 
fsical  and  moral  force  the  efficiency  which  it  merits,  and  is  capable 
eiving,  it  is  indispensable  that  they  should  be  instructed  and  prac- 
in  the  rules  by  which  they  arc  to  be  governed.  Toward  an  accom- 
nentofthis  important  work,  I  recommend  for  the  consideration  of 
ress  the  expediency  of  instituting  a  system  which  shall,  in  the  first 
ice,  call  into  the  field,  at  the  public  expense,  and  for  a  given  time, 
n  portions  of  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers." 
er  more  than  two  years'  continuance  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
trengthened  in  his  former  opinions  by  experience,  as  he  no  doubt 
Mr.  Madison,  in  his  message  of  September  20,  1814,  again  brought 
ibject  before  Congress  in  the  following  emphatic  manner: 
earnestly  renew  at  this  time  a  recommendation  of  such  changes  in 
fstem  of  the  militia,  as,  by  classing  and  disciplining,  for  the  most 
[>t  and  active  service,  the  portions  most  capable  of  it,  will  give  to  that 
resource  for  the  public  safety  all  the  requisite  energy  and  efficiency. " 
er  the  close  of  the  war,  in  his  message  of  December  6,  1815,  Mr. 
son  referred  to  the  experience  of  that  eventful  period,  and  again  urged 

Congress  "  such  a  classification  and  organization  of  the  militia  as 
1  most  effectually  render  it  the  safeguard  of  a  free  State."  Indica- 
lis  convictions  that  the  existing  law  required  alteration  and  amend- 

he  pressed  "  the  importance  of  that  skill  in  the  use  of  arms,  and 
uniliarity  with'  the  essential  rules  of  discipline,  which"  (he  stated) 
lot  be  expected  from  the  regulations  now  in  force."  And,  in  his  last 
d  message  of  December  3, 1 81 6,  when  just  about  to  retire  for  ever  from 
ities  and  responsibilities  of  office,  in  that  spirit  of  patriotism  which 
istinguished  his  long  and  eventful  public  life,  he  made  a  final  and 
lis  appeal  to  the  assembled  representatives  of  the  nation,  in  which 
irmly  recommended  a  "  re-organization  of  the  militia"  in  the  follow- 
nguage : 

8  a  subject  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  national  welfare,  I  must 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  serious  consideration  of  Congress  a  re- 
ization  of  the  militia  on  apian  which  i&iUform  it  into  classes,  accord- 
>  the  periods  oflife%  more  or  less  adapted  to  military  services.  An  ef- 
t  militia  is  authorized  and  contemplated  by  the  Constitution,  and  re- 
I  fey  the  spirit  and  safety  of  a  free  Government  The  present  organ- 
ri  of  our  militia  is  universally  regarded  as  less  efficient  than  it  ought 
made ;  and  no  organization  can  be  better  calculated  to  give  to  it  due 
than  a  classification  which  will  assign  the  foremost  in  the  defence 
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of  the  country  to  that  portion  of  its  citizens,  whose 
tion  best  enable  tlicrn  to  rally  to  its  standard." 

During  the  same  session,  the  subject  of  the  reorg; 
pline  of  the  militia  was  agitated  in  Congress  ;  and  01 
ary,  1S17,  an  elaborate  report  thereon  was  made  b 
(then  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from 
of  the  committee  to  whom  it  had  been  referred.  The  on 
ho  proposed  in  his  report  was  "  a  system  of  military 
(he  said)  "  should  be  engrafted  on  and  form  a  part  of 
tion  of  our  youth.''  His  views  upon  that  subject  cai 
the  following  extracts  from  his  report : 

"  As  the  important  advantages  of  the  military  part 
the  youth  will  accrue  to  the  community,  and  not  to  t 
acquire  it,  it  is  proper  that  the  whole  expense  of  the  e 
be  borne  by  the  public  Treasury. 

"  That,  to  comport  with  the  equality  which  is  the 
tution,  tlie  organization  of  the  establishment  should  t 
without  exception,  to  every  individual  of  the  proper 

That,  to  secure  this,  the  contemplated  military  in: 
he  given  in  distant  schools,  established  for  that  purpo: 
form  a  branch  of  education  in  every  school  within  th 

"  That  a  corps  of  military  institutions  should  be 
the  gymnastic  and  elementary  part  of  education  in 
United  States,  while  the  more  scientific  part  of  the 
communicated  by  professors  of  tactics,  to  he  establisl 
seminaries." 

Preparatory  to  the  execution  of  this  projet,  its  ai 
■report  by  offering  lor  adoption  a  resolution,  in  the  foil 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  required 
before  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a 
instruction  of  all  the  youth  of  the  United  States,  in 
best  calculated  for  the  purpose,  with  as  little  injury 
ordinary  course  of  education." 

What  would  have  been  the  expense  of  Urns  educi 
in  the  United  States,"  as  proposed,  no  estimate  s 
attempted  or  called  for ;  nor  is  any  thing  said  in  the  r 
provision  of  the  Constitution  whence  the  power  is  dc 
number  of  youth  amounted  to  one  hundred  thousand 
expense  of  twenty  dollars  each  per  annum — which,  i 
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the  whole  militia,  would  be  some  hundred  thousand  dollars  less  than 
>  millions."  That  is,  about  $1,900,000  for  training  them  one  month 
lie  year. 

Juch  was  his  anxiety  to  improve  this  arm  of  the  national  defence,  that 

opinion  seems  to  have  been  entertained  by  General  Harrison,  that  the 
rer  granted  by  the  Constitution  as  it  then  existed,  and  still  does,  was 

sufficient  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object  in  all  respects.  Hence, 
the  28th  of  February,  1817,  about  six  weeks  after  his  report,  just 
iced,  he  proposed  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  greatly  extend- 

thc  powers  of  Congress  over  the  subject. 

t  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  existing  provision  of  the  Constitution 
ressly  reserves  "  to  the  States,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the  offi- 
sh and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia,  according  to  the  discipline 
icribed  by  Congress."  The  object  of  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
istitution,  which  will  be  found  appended  to  this  report,  was  to  give 
lgress,"  concurrently  with  the  States,"  the  u  potoer  to  provide  for  train- 

the  militia,"  and  further  declaring,  that  "  whilst  engaged  in  that  service 
it  is,  being  trained],  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations, 
tcribedfor  the  government  of  the  militia,  when  in  the  military  service  of 

United  States"  <fcc. 

7he  effect  of  this  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  if  it  had  been  adopt - 
would  have  been  to  concede  to  the  authorities  of  the  General  Govern- 
at,  whenever  it  might  be  deemed  expedient  to  exercise  it,  the  most 
lie  power  to  train  and  discipline  the  militia,  in  such  manner,  and  for 
b  length  of  time,  as  Congress  might  have  directed,  or  authorized, 
ited  only  by  their  discretion.  Conferring  on  Congress,  in  general 
lis,  power  concurrently  with  tlie  States — and,  of  course,  to  the  same  ex- 
■—discretionary  authority  might  have  been  given  to  the  President,  or 

*  other  functionary  of  the  General  Government,  to  have  trained  the 
itia,  in  any  number,  at  any  place,  at  any  season,  and  for  any  portion  of 

year.  Further,  it  would  have  subjected  them,  expressly,  while  being 
ued  or  disciplined,  to  the  same  "  rules  and  regulations  prescribed,  for 

government  of  the  militia,  when  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
tes  ;"  in  other  words,  it  would  have  subjected  diem,  in  time  of  peace, 
L  when  assembled  for  the  mere  purpose  of  being  trained  or  disciplined, 
1  the  rules  and  articles  of  war." 

Phe  last  clause  of  the  amendment  proposed,  which*  does  not  seem  to 
•e  been  considered  necessary,  when  the  report  above  referred  to  was 
de,  gave  to  Congress  the  power  "  to  provide  for  teaching,  in  the  primary 
ools,  and  other  seminaries  of  learning  in  the  several  States,  the  system 
discipline  prescribed  for  the  militia."  To  have  carried  this  power  into 
set,  would  have  been  to  give  a  military  education,  at  the  expense  pf 

United  States,  if  deemed  expedient,  to  every  male  scholar,  or  student 
the  several  States ;  as  a  system  of  discipline  would  necessarily  include, 

*  only  the  use  of  arms,  but  all  the  field  evolutions  required  in  the  army 
the  United  States.    Whether  public  sentiment  would  have  sustained 

authorities  of  the  General  Government  in  the  exercise  of  the  several 
vers,  thus  proposed  to  be  granted  to  it,  may  well  be  questioned ;  but, 
nich  had  been  the  case,  with  the  military  education,  contemplated  for 

*  youth  of  the  country  in  the  first  place,  followed  by  training  and  $8* 
*     in  the  field,  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  it  would  have  rendered 
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the  mass  of  our  citizens  more  emphatically  soldiers,  than  thos« 
other  nation  in  the  world. 

The  author  of  this  amendment  seems  to  have  been  so  well  satis 
its  expediency,  that  he  moved  it  ;:gain  at  the  ensuing  session  of  Coi 
and  pressed  it  upon  their  attention  on  the  ground,  as  he  stated,  Ui 
the  Constitution  had  expressly  reserved  to  the  States  the  right  nf  ti 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  might  be 
ed  necessary."  But  his  amendment  failed  to  meet  sufficient  appn 
to  secure  its  adoption;  and,  like  many  other  proppsitions  on  the ! 
of  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia,  is  only  to  be  remer 
as  a  part  of  our  legislative  history. 

Your  committee  might,  present  many  other  instances  of  the  con 
agitation  of  this  subject,  so  intimately  connected  with  our  national 
since  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Constitution  which  has  jiu 
mentioned  ;  but  they  will  confine  themselves  to  the  notice  of  one] 
effort  to  reform  the  supposed  defects  of  the  exiting  system.  They 
to  that  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  the  year  \SM\  to  wha 
been  assigned,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  "  the  duty  of  having  p 
a  system  of  cavalry  tactics  and  a  system  of  instruction  lor  artillery,; 
use  of  cavalry  and  artillery  of  the  militia." 

To  aid  him  in  the  performance  of  that  duty,  the  Honorable  Jame 
bour,  then  Secretary  of  War,  thought  proper  to  convene  a  u  board 
posed  of  officers  of  the  militia  and  of  the  arrny.v  In  his  report  Iodic 
ident  of  the  United  States,  which  was  submitted  to  Congress  at  the 
ing  session,  the  Secretary  remarks  : 

"The  occasion  was  too  iiivorablo  to  l»e  lost,  and  was,  therefore.? 
seized,  of  profiting  by  this  collection  of  talent  and  experience  to i 
our  present  defective  militia  system,  and  if  possible,  by  an  entire! 
organization,  to  place  it  on  a  footing  which  would  realize  the  expec 
and  wishes  of  every  patriot  in  relation  to  this  great  arm  of  naiioi 
fence."    The  Secretary  further  said  : 

"  Important  changes  in  the  present  system  arc  indispensable,  tc 
the  militia  any  way  equal  to  the  standard  assigned  it  by  the  wishes 
patriot.  To  the  end  that  every  source  from  which  information  mi 
collected  should  be  approached,  I  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  thcli 
or  of  every  State  and  Territory,  and  to  many  citizens  distinguish* 
by  their  intelligence  and  experience,  asking  for  information  upont 
teresting  subject." 

To  the  interrogatories  propounded  in  this  circular  many  of  the 

guished  officers  and  individuals  responded  minutely  and  elaborotelj 

board  of  oflicers  assembled,  took  those  communications,  and  the  1 

other  matters  submitted,  into  grave  consideration  ;  and  reported41 

for  the  enrolment  and  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  United  S 

involving  many  alterations  in  the  system.     The  whole  of  this  volun 

correspondence,  and  the  report  of  the  board  of  officers,  were  subnii 

the  consideration  of  Congress  :  but  what  was  the  result  ?    Xo  def 

legislative  action  took  place  upon  the  alterations  proposed :  the  la 

permitted  to  remain  as  it  btibrc  existed.     Indeed,  as  often  as  thes 

has  been  recommended,  and  urged,  in  the  messages  of  our  several 

Magistrates,  and  agitated  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  no  law  hi 

passed,  materially  changing  the  provisions  of  those  already  noticed/ 

a  period  of  more  than  thirty-seven  years. 
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ith  so  many  instances  of  fruitless  attempts  to  change  our  militia  sys- 
before  them,  your  committee  are  not  prepared  to  adopt  the  plan  rec- 
ended  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  nor  to  make  any  other  material 
ge  in  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia,  at  present.  If  it 
ssirable  to  cause  those  who  constitute  the  militia  to  arm  themselves, 
Lets  of  1792  and  1S03,  passed  during  the  administrations  of  General 
hington  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  already  require  them  to  do  so.  If  they 
.Id  be  trained  and  disciplined,  a  system  for  that  purpose  has  already 
prescribed  and  furnished ;  and  it  only  remains  for  the  State  Govern- 
ts,  to  which  the  Constitution  very  properly  reserves  that  authority,  to 
rce  it  But  the  committee  are  almost  constrained  to  believe  that  no 
an,  which  can  be  devised,  will  ever  render  the  mass  of  citizens  en- 
d  in  the  ordinary  avocations  of  life,  to  which  they  are  stimulated  by 
mpulses  of  duty  and  interest,  a  well-trained  and  disciplined  soldiery, 
time  of  profound  peace,  when  they  do  not  perceive  any  probable  ne- 
Ity  for  their  services  in  the  field,  they  cannot  appreciate  the  importance 
ich  attainments,  as  can  only  be  acquired  by  considerable  expense, 
r,  and  sacrifice  of  time.  Yet,  we  are  assured,  by  the  experience  of 
3ast  that,  however  reluctant  our  fellow-citizens  may  be  to  undergo  the 
Igery  of  militia  discipline,  in  times  of  peace  and  security,  they  are 
ready  to  rally  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  when  assailed  by  ene- 
i,  foreign  or  domestic.  When  so  called  out,  or,  rather,  coming  forth 
uch  occasions  spontaneously  as  they  do,  they  regard  no  privation  nor 
«ure;  no  severity  of  discipline  nor  danger;  no  sacrifice  of  ease,  corn- 
interest,  nor  even  life  itself,  if  demanded  by  the  honor,  safety,  or 
are,  of  their  country.  With  such  feelings,  and  a  love  of  country,  pre- . 
inant  over  all  selfish  considerations,  the  pro.udest  citizen  becomes,  at 
,  a  soldier  in  courage,  and,  very  soon,  in  discipline  and  subordination, 
ere  the  committee  disposed  to  suggest  any  new  legislation  on  this 
sion,  it  would  be  that  more  liberal  and  efficient  measures  should  be 
l  to  arm  and  equip  the  whole  body  of  the  militia.  The  act,  passed 
ic  23d  of  April,  1808,  appropriated  "the  annual  sum  of  two  hundred 
sand  dollars"  "  for  the  purpose  of  providing  arms  and  military  equip- 
«  for  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  either  by 
lase  or  manufacture,  by,  and  on  account  of,  the  United  States."  Your 
nittee  concur  in  opinion  with  the  board  of  officers,  assembled  in  1826, 
reinbeforc  mentioned,  that  this  sum  is  "  inadequate  "  for  the  object 
mplated  ;  for  they  state,  no  doubt  on  due  consideration,  that,  "  accord - 
x>  the  present  rate  of  appropriation  by  Congress,  for  that  purpose,  it 
d  require,  even  supposing  the  population  to  be  stationary,  about 
ity-five  years  more  to  accomplish  a  measure  so  congenial  to  the  whole 
y  of  our  institutions."  The  act  has  now  been  in  operation  a  period 
irty-two  years,  and  the  whole  number  of  small-arms,  and  field  artil- 
distributed  among  all  the  States,  since  its  passage,  would,  perhaps, 
>e  more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
is  sufficient  to  prove  the  total  inadequacy  of  the  existing  law  to 
ly  the  wants  of  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  throughout  the  Union, 
in  any  reasonable  time.  Without  arms  it  is  impossible  to  train  men 
3  use  of  them ;  and  for  the  men  to  procure  them,  of  that  uniform  and 
ar  quality,  which  is  almost  essential  to  the  purposes  of  discipline, 
d  involve  individual  burdens,  regarded  as  oppressive  by  those  who 
titutc  the  mass  of  the  militia. 


States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  (two  thirds 
cvrring  therein),  That  the  following  amendment  to  th 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  sc 
when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the  sai 
Congress  shall,  concurrently  with  the  States,  have 
training  the  militia,  according  to  the  discipline  pre! 
pose,  and,  whilst  engaged  in  that  service,  they  sha 
rules  and  regulations  prescribed  for  the  government 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
teaching,  in  the  primary  schools  and  other  seminari 
several  States,  the  system  of  discipline  prescribed  for 


ongress,  [  SENATE.  ]  [  510 1 

Session.  J 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  3, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  White  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  134.] 

Committee  on  Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  an  engrossed  bill 
it  the  House,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  A.  Cudde- 
Jfc,w  report  : 

e  committee  do  not  regard  the  evidence  as  sufficient  to  establish  six 
3s'  military  service,  coming  within  the  spirit  of  the  existing  pension 
It  would  appear,  from  the  testimony,  that  Cuddeback  served  fre- 
ly,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  defence  of  the  settlements  in 
ge  and  Ulster  counties,  in  New  York,  from  the  occasional  incursions 
:  Indians ;  that  the  inhabitants  organized  guards  for  their  own  pro- 
n,  but  not  under  any  authority  from  the  State.  The  claim  for  regu- 
ilitary  service  at  West  Point,  and  on  the  Hudson  river  at  various 
,  is  not  sustained  satisfactorily. 
2  committee  recommend  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Rives,  printer*. 


li 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  3, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Buchanan  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  111.] 

rittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
se  of  Representatives  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief of Alexan- 
Vverett"  report  : 

s  bill  allows  to  Mr.  Everett  the  sum  of  $958  32  for  office-rent 
from  the  1st  October,  1825,  till  31st  July,  1829,  while  he  was 
r  of  the  United  States  at  Spain.    This  office  was  rented  for  the 

legation  at  the  rate  of  $250  per  annum,  and  the  rent  was 

Mr.  Everett's  accounts  against  the  Government ;  but  it  was 
by  the  Department  of  State. 

rett  alleges  that  he  rented  the  office  under  the  belief  that  the 
it  would  pay  the  rent,  founded  on  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that 
►wances  had  been  made  to  our  ministers  in  London  and  Paris ; 
mmittee  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  this  allegation.    The 

notwithstanding,  do  not  feel  themselves  authorized  to  recom- 
)assage  of  the  bill. 
;  that,  since  1817,  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  at  London, 

1822,  our  ministers  at  Paris,  have  been  allowed  office-rent; 
may  be  well  doubted  whether  this  allowance  is  sanctioned  by 
May  1,  1810.  That  act  is  clear  and  explicit  in  its  terms.  It 
provides,  "  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  not  allow 
ister  plenipotentiary  a  greater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  nine 
ollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensation  for  all  his  personal  ser- 
ixpenses?  and  Mr.  Everett  was  bound  to  know  its  provisions, 
littee  believe  that  it  is  a  necessary  expense  of  the  minister  to  pro- 
If  an  office  where  the  business  of  his  legation  may  be  transact- 
at  under  no  fair  rule  of  construction  can  office-rent  be  considered 
it  expense  of  the  mission.  These  contingent  expenses  are  in- 
mbrace  only  the  postage  on  despatches,  letters,  &c,  and  other 
and  uncertain  expenditures.  The  allowance  for  office-rent  in 
d  Paris,  has  doubtless  been  made  on  account  of  the  great  ex- 
iting: in  these  cities,  and  the  large  amount  of  business  to  be  trans- 
.    It  has  never  been  extended  to  any  of  the  other  ministers  of 

States ;  and  the  question  now  is,  whether  Congress  shall,  for 
tie,  establish  such  a  precedent. 

i,  printers. 
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All  our  ministers  and  charges  hare  undoubtedly  paid  office-r 
different  countries  to  which  they  have  been  accredited  ;  some 
general  denomination  of  house-rent,  and  others  for  offices  sept 
their  houses.  Indeed,  similar  claims  have  already  been  advance 
ministers  to  Madrid.  If  this  allowance  should  be  made  to  Mr. 
would  be  difficult  to  conceive  upon  what  principle  the  money  ex 
the  same  purpose  by  all  others  in  a  similar  situation  could  be  w 
the  United  States.  His  mistake,  arising  from  a  very  questionab 
under  the  law  at  London  and  Paris,  could  afford  no  just  grou 
crimination.  The  committee  would  much  rather  limit  than  e 
practice ;  and,  therefore,  they  recommend  the  indefinite  postpo; 
the  bill. 


i 
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Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  141.] 

e  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  "  An  act  granting  a 
pension  to  Reuben  Murray,  of  the  State  of  Virginia"  report: 

Fhe  petitioner  alleges  two  tours  of  service  in  1781.  To  the  first,  there 
>\it  one  witness,  and  he  gives  neither  the  date  of  its  commencement  or 
,  nor  does  he  state  its  length  even  in  general  terms.  To  the  second 
there  are  two  witnesses,  whose  testimony  in  regard  to  its  length  is  too 
infinite  to  enable  the  committee  to  form  an  opinion.  A  fourth  witness 
3,  that  "  Murray  served  six  or  seven  months  in  the  Revolutionary  war," 
flout  naming  even  the  year. 

fhe  petitioner  states  that,  when  he  was  discharged,  he  received  "  a  cer- 
ate of  pay,"  which  he  sent  to  Richmond,  and  got  a  "  Treasury  warrant 
300  acres  of  laud."  If  this  be  true,  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  furnish 
•*imentary  evidence  of  the  duration  of  his  services. 
Fhe  committee  do  not  deem  the  proof  sufficient  to  establish  six  months' 
vice,  and  recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 
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MEMORIAL 


OP 


NUMBER  OF  MERCHANTS  AND  TRADERS  IN  THE  CITY 

OF  NEW  YORK, 


REMOKBTRATINO 


ainst  the  passage  of  the  "  Bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 

ruptcy  throughout  the  United  States? 


June  3, 1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States,  in  Congress  assembled: 

*   undersigned,  merchants,  traders,  and  others,  residing  in  the  city  of 

New  York, 

3YECTFULLY  REPRESENT  I 

*liat  they  do  protest  against  the  passage  of  the  aet  upon  the  subject  of 
kruptcy  as  reported  by  a  majority  of  the.  Judiciary  committee  in  the 
orable  the  Senate  ;  it  being,  in  its  provisions,  exclusively  for  the  benefit 
Motors,  and  seriously  impairing  the  rights  and  securities  of  creditors. 

Clark,  Smith,  &  Co.    *  Williams,  White,  &  Co. 

Benj.  D.  Godfrey  Marsh  &  Compton 

Jenkins,  Hopkins;  &  White  Doughty,  Dibble,  &  Co. 

Peck,  Bloodgood,  &  Co.  Wm.  Ransom 

Arthur  Tappan  &  Co.  E.  S.  Miriam 

Eno  &  Phelps  F.  E.  Weygant 

James  H.  Tan  Alen  &  Co.  D.  B.  Miner 

John  Van  Nest  Jackson  &  Deuel 

Abraham  Van  Nest,  jr.  Lord  &  Stebbins 

Ohevrolat,  jr.,  &  Co.  Tandy,  Mozier,  &  Co. 

A.  Berger  Henry  Sheldon  &  Co. 

H.  Henniquin  &  Co.  John  Stewart,  Jr.,  &  Co. 

Candee  &  Scribner  Greenway,  Henry,  &  Co. 

Halsted.  Haines,  <fc  Co.  Cooke,  Anthony,  <fc  Co. 

J.  T.  Kent  Petit,  Dunning,  &  Co. 

Ira  Smith  Jonas  Conkling  &  Co. 

Rockwood  &  Stevenson  Adee,  Timpson,  &  Co. 

Bradner,  Morgan,  &  Co.  Uriah  F.  Carpenter  &  Co. 

Van  Antwerp,  Hyde,  &  Co.  Van  Dusen,  Dibble,  &  Bergen 
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Barker  &  Carman 

Taylor,  Thomas,  &  Co. 

L.  &  N.  Kirby  &.  Co. 

Leander  Mead 

White,  Barnes,  &,  Co. 

George  Underhill 

Stone,  Swan,  &  Co. 

Coffin  &,  Post 

Hutchinson  &  Tiffany 

Otis  it.  Mason 

Prime,  Ward,  &  King 

John  Ward 

Howland  &,  Aspinwall 

Grinncll,  Minturn,  &  Co. 

Goodhue  &.  Co. 

Fearings  &  Halt 

Boorraan,  Johnston,  &  Co. 

De  Peyster  <fc  Witmarsh 

James  Leet  &  Co. 

H,  Parish 

Boone,  Graves,  <fc  Co. 

Davis  Brook  &.  Co. 

R,  Withers 

Theodore  Meyer,  Sons,  ifc  Co. 

Barclay  &.  Livingston 

Ay  mar  &  Co. 

G.  Douglass 

Andrew  Foster  &  Sons 

Tucker,  Cooper,  &  Co. 

Wm.  W.  De  Forest  &.  Co. 

Saltus  &  Co. 


Josiah  Macy  dt  Son 
Edward  G.  Faill  &.  Co. 
Lee,  Dater,  &  Milieu 
Smith,  Mills,  &  Co. 
Sturgis,  Roe,  &,  Barker 
Robert  Woolley  &  Co. 
Wm.  W.  Todd 
Wood,  Johnston,  de.  Burnei 
S.  &  S.  Dorr,  *  Co. 
Sttydam  &,.  Kevan 
Brown,  Mulhgant,  6c.  Bradi 
Robertson  Eaton 
Geo.  J.  Bragg,  &  Co. 
Hillyn,  Bush,  de  Co. 
Trucy,  Mann,  &,  Irwin 
Gould,  Germond,  &  Co. 
James  B.  Parsons 
Deen,  Hyslop,  tt  Deen 
Aaron  Clark 
John  Griffin 
Frank  Vincent 
D.  G.  &  D.  Haviland 
Jas.  Timpson 
Wm.  Cromwell 
Joshua  S.  Underhill 
H.  H.  &,  R.  Lawrence 
Bradley,  Brookes,  &.  Menil 
Corlies,  Haydock,  &  Co. 
Hunt,  Brothers 
Nathaniel  Norton. 
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PETITION 


OP 


ER  OF  CITIZENS  OP  THE  OREGON  TERRITORY, 


PRATING 


on  of  the  jurisdiction  and  laws  of  the  United  States  over  that 

Territory. 


June  4, 1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Table  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

tioners  represent  unto  your  honorable  bodies,  that  they  are  res- 
»  Oregon  Territory,  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  per- 
is of  becoming  such.   • 

ther  represent  to  your  honorable  bodies,  that  they  have  settled 
in  said  Territory,  under  the  belief  that  it  was  a  portion  of  the 
an  of  said  States,  and  that  they  might  rely  upon  the  Govern- 
f  for  the  blessings  of  free  institutions,  and  the  protection  of  its 

petitioners  further  represent,  that  they  are  uninformed  of  any 
Government  by  which  its  institutions  and  protection  are  ex- 
em  ;  in  consequence  whereof,  themselves  and  families  are  ex- 
destroyed  by  the  savages  around  them,  and  others  that  would 
:m. 

'  petitioners  would  further  represent,  that  they  have  no  means 
r  their  own  and  the  lives  of  their  families,  other  than  self- con- 
unals,  originating  and  sustained  by  the  power  of  an  ill  instruct- 
tinion,  and  the  resort  to  force  and  arms, 
petitioners  represent  these  means  of  safety  to  be  an  insufficient 
f  life  and  property,  and  that  the  crimes  of  theft,  murder,  infanti- 
le increasing  among  them  to  an  alarming  extent;  and  your  pe- 
;lare  themselves  unable  to  arrest  this  progress  of  crime,  and  its 
sequences,  without  the  aid  of  law,  and  tribunals  to  administer  it 
itioners  therefore  pray  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
establish,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  Territorial  Government  in  the 
ritory. 

isons  other  than  those  above  presented  were  needed  to  induce 
ible  bodies  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  undersigned,  your  petition- 
mld  be  found  in  the  value  of  this  Territory  to  the  nation,  and 
g  circumstances  that  portend  its  loss. 

printers. 


with  tho  important  fact  that  the  said  company  n 
lumber,  and  shipping  to  foreign  ports,  vast  quan 
upon  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Columbia,  hi 
apprehend  that  the  English  Government  do  in 
that  portion  of  this  Territory  lying  north  of  the 

Arid  your  petitioners  represent,  that  the  said 
lumbia,  is  an  invaluable  possession  to  the  Arm 
about  Ptiget's  sound,  are  the  only  harbors  of  ea: 
and  safe,  upon  the  whole  coast  of  the  Territory 
this  said  northern  portion  of  the  Oregon  Territc 
power,  and  valuable  minerals.  For  these  and  c 
era  pray  that  Congress  will  establish  its  sovereig 

Your  petitioners  would  further  represent,  the 
Columbia  river  and  north  of  the  Mexican  line,  t 
cific  ocean  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  ti 
beauty  and  fertility.  Its  mountains,  covered  wit 
into  the  prairies  around  their  bases  transparent! 
the  while  and  black  oak,  pine,  and  cedar  and  fii 
ries  into  sections  convenient  for  fanning  purpos 
in  its  bills,  and  salt  springs  in  its  valleys  ;  its  qi 
stone,  chnlk,  and  marble  ;  the  salmon  of  its  ri 
sings  of  the  delightful  and  healthy  climate,  ore 
your  petitioners  with  the  belief  that  this  is  one  < 
of  the  globe. 

Indeed,  the  deserts  of  the  interior  have  theii 
turage,  and  their  lakes  evaporating  in  summer, 
hundreds  of  bushels  of  the  purest  soda.  Many 
be  named,  showing  ihe  importance  of  this  Terri 
cial,  and  agricultural  point  of  view.  And,  i 
would  not  undervalue  considerations  of  this  kin 
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MEMORIAL 


OP 


MARY  W.  THOMPSON, 


PRATING 


ipensalion  for  extra  services  rendered  by  her  late  husband  while  an 

officer  in  the  United  States  army. 


June  4,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


the  honorable  the  Military  Committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives : 

D  making  a  claim  for  compensation  for  services  performed  by  my  late 
band,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander  R.  Thompson,  of  the  United  States 
y,  1  will  endeavor  to  show  that  I  do  it  on  the  principles  of  equity  ;  and, 
lake  my  position  clear,  I  will  state  facts. 

fheo  my  late  husband  first  joined  the  sixth  regiment,  at  Jefferson  Har- 
ts, it  was  as  its  major.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Baker  was  sick,  and  unable 
>erform  the  duties  which  properly  belonged  to  him  ;  they  necessarily 
>lved  upon  my  husband.     After  the  decease  of  Colonel  Baker,  Major 
s  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  made  in  the  sixth ;  he,  being 
nt,  did  not  join  the  regiment.    More  than  a  year  after,  he  was  ordered, 
ie  expiration  of  his  furlough,  viz,  on  the  1st  of  September,  1837,  to  join 
'egirnent  then  in  Florida.     This  he  declined  doing,  choosing:  rather  to 
:n  than  to  perform  such  unpleasant  and  thankless  duty.     Being  able, 
id  so  on  the,6th  of  that  month.     This  circumstance  gave  promotion 
y  husband,  making  him  the  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regiment, 
'evious  to  this  period,  however,  Lieutenant  Colonel  (then  Major)  Thorap- 
When  with  the  regiment,  constantly  discharged  the  duties  of  a  colonel, 
Ucting  them  in  their  duties,  and  performing  other  executive  obliga- 
te    He  had  been  ordered,  early  in  March,  1836,  to  proceed  with  his 
Dent  to  Fort  Jesup,  Louisiana,  and  unite  with  the  third  infantry  in 
ding  that  frontier  from  Mexican  invasion.     Arriving  at  that  post  with 
command,  he  received  further  orders  from  Major  General  Gaines  to 
feed  with  the  sixth,  and  part  of  the  third  infantry  (fourteen  companies 
1),  and  encamp  on  the  borders  of  the  Sabine  river.    On  the  15th  of 
1  he  departed  on  that  duty,  and  continued  on  that  service,  performing 
iulies  ot  a  colonel,  and  in  fact  a  general  officer,  till  the  19th  of  Decern- 
following. 

&  Rives,  printers. 
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villi  relatives,  nnd  the  other  was  fortunate  enoii 
private  family  in  the  village  of  Natchitoches.  '. 
the  etfeci  of  age  and  climate,  frequently  render 
there  being  no  resources  in  the  country  at  thai  pt 
reduced  to  much  suffering  for  the  wnnl  of  propci 
wiis  the  loss  ot  my  health,  which  I  have  never  i 

Pt-rtuii  me  here  to  observe,  how  little  is  knowi 
and  Milleniigs,  ol  our  regular  army,  while  in  the  \ 
and  how  liule  sympathy  do  the  people  seem  tr 
fending  and  preserving  to  itiem  the  quiet  and  t 
nit  ut  ot  ilifir  comforts,  privileges,  and  lilx-rites. 

The  wives  of  olhcers,  whom  circu instances,  t 
tion  o'.i  had  to  ai-conipnny  their  husbands,  are 
ures  and  gmriGc.tiioiis  ot  civiliTCttt  and  Christian 
companions  of  the  toils,  and  sharers  of  the  hn 
mort  di-nrto  them  ilmu  lite,  with  all  its  polished 
can  iK>ssil.ly  be,  separoud  from  their  society, 
well  known  reputed  ehivulric  Hiaracier  of  some 
Irons,  we  tear  not  to  make  a  Cutlinarisnii  of  eijn? 
made  by  wives  of  officers  of  the  present  day. 

Bui  in  proceed:  On  the  19th  of  December 
(then  M.-jnrj  Thiiui[Siiu  airaiu  n-ceivtd  orders  f 
lo  u  anh  wiin  I  is  regimeni  to  r'lnridu :  Uiisordt 
was  most  promptly  oln-ytd— wn/W  thai  it  had 
lil-ly  have  Iven  spared  my  present  nfflirlion,  an 
of  my  devoted  husband. 

'1  his  oidi  r  oi  (ifua-nil  Gaines  was  disapprove! 
countermanded  on  heing  known  ;  hnl  Hie  emm, 
when  it  reached  tny  husband  ht:  was  in  Florid' 
of  the  commanding  general  permission  io  coin 
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in  Florida,  "  he  commanded  considerable  bodies  of  troops  and  other 
&;  and  that,  from  June  till  November,  1837,  he  commanded  the  most 
artant  district  in  Florida."  At  times,  he  commanded  all  the  troops 
*-f A  of  the  Hillsborough,  and  south  of  the  Withlacoochie." 

will  further  appear,  that  a  high  responsibility  rested  on  him  from  the 

he  first  joined  the  sixth  regiment  until  the  moment  he  yielded  his  life 
i  the  battle  field  of  Okeechobee.  History  has  and  will  do  justice  to  his 
1  uct  in  that  memorable  affair,  by  giving  his  noble  example  as  a  pattern 
*thers  to  imitate  ;  but  his  regiment  will  long  have  cause  to  deplore  such 
.«ler,  with  some  of  the  bravest  of  its  officers  and  men,  who  fell  in  that 
"uinary  conflict — the  result  of  which  made  hearts  desolate,  and  prostra- 
lie  fondest  hopes. 

offering  a  further  reason  why  it  is  just  that  I  should  be  compensated 
She  services  of  my  husband,  I  would  respectfully  observe :  That  the 
mission  given  to  an  officer,  investing  him  with  a  certain  rank,  with  the 
sratanding  that  he  is  to  receive  a  stipulated  sum,  deemed  equivalent  to 
luties  to  be  performed,  as  connected  with  that  rank  (the  nature  of  the 
mission,  I  think,  involves  such  a  supposition) — and  (I  now  speak  ab- 
rtedly,  aside  from  the  feelings  of  patriotism  and  chivalry)  thus,  the 
mission  of  a  major  certainly  does  not  express  that  he  is  to  perforin  the 
of  a  general  officer,  and  the  fact  that  he  is  required,  and  agrees 
all  orders  of  his  superior  officers,  merely  refers  to  his  duty  as  tigood 
•ier — it  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  remuneration  he  is  to  receive 
performing  higher  duties. 

will  be  readily  admitted  that  military  men  love  rank  and  command ; 

the  desire  to  obtain  them  seems  inseparable  from  the  spirit  of  the  pro- 
Ion.  The  honor  of  command,  as  connected  with  responsibility,  is  alike 
»nt  and  desirable  ;  and  he  possesses  not  the  spirit  of  a  true  soldier  who 
ines  command,  although  no  solid  testimonial  accompanies  the  proffered 

D. 

?here  can,  it  is  true,  be  no  reasonable  cause  for  an  officer  to  demur 
an  a  temporary  command  and  higher  duties,  under  peculiar  circums tan- 
are  imposed  upon  him  without  compensation  for  a  few  weeks ;  the 
wand  authority  it  gives  him  maybe  to  him  a  sufficient  remunera- 
:  but,  when  he  is  required  to  perform  the  most  trying  and  responsible 
:es  for  months,  and  even  years  ;  when  with  these  he  is  compelled  to  en- 
e  deprivation,  suffering,  and  hardship,  and  even  much  pecuniary  loss, 
le  he  is  performing,  by  order,  the  duties  which  do  not  properly  belong 
.is  rank,  buttothat  of  another,  who  is  either  on  furlough,  or  some  pleas- 
sr  service,  then  it  certainly  is  but  equity  that  the  officer  performing  the 
nee  should  receive  the  pay  according  to  the  rank  in  which  he  acts.  A 
tenant,  when  commanding  a  company,  receives  additional  pay  ;  also,  a 
exists  in  the  navy  granting  to  an  officer,  who  performs  the  duty  of  a 
ier  grade,  the  pay  and  emoluments  due  the  rank  in  which  he  acts ;  why 
carry  out  the  principle,  and  distribute  justice  with  an  even  hand  ? 
niay  however  still  be  urged,  that  the  officer,  whatever  be  his  rank,  is  re- 
ed to  obey  all  the  orders  of  his  superiors.  Be  it  so.  So,  in  like  munner,  is 
hired  servant  bound  to  obey  his  master,  though  in  voluntary  servitude. 
>pe  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  making  the  humble  comparison ;  but  we  are  all 
ants  to,  and  dependant  on  each  other — officers  are  servants  of  the  Gov* 
Rent).  But,  if  the  master  assumes  a  right  to  command  his  servant  to 
1  him  a  greater  amount  of  labor  than  is  equivalent  to  the  sum  for  which 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  4, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT  : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  139.] 

ommittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  '*'  An  act  restoring  the 
name  of  John  Lathram  to  the  pension-roll"  report : 

>  periods  of  service  are  alleged,  one  in  the  militia,  and  the  other  ia 
ular  army.    The  first  was  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  other  places, 

length  is  fixed  by  Lathram  at  three  months ;  but  the  only  witness  to 
•vice,  Peter  Knight,  does  not  state  its  duration,  otherwise  than  by  say- 
it  he  "stayed  his  time  of  service  out,"  without  naming  how  long  that 
as.  In  regard  to  the  second  period.  Lathram  says  that  he  enlisted 
$2,  he  thinks)  for  three  years ;  and  after  having  joined  his  regiment, 
rmitted  to  return  home  on  furlough,  and  never  went  into  the  service 

Neither  he  nor  either  of  his  two  witnesses  states  how  long  he  was 
y  in  the  service  at  this  time,  and  no  time  is  mentioned,  even  in  gener- 
is. William  Knight  simply  testifies,  that  Lathram  did  enlist  for  three 
and  all  that  Peter  Knight  knows  about  it  is,  that  he  was  present  when 
in  was  notified  to  join  his  regiment. 

evidence  is  not  sufficient  to  prove  six  months'  service, 
committee  recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Rives,  printers. 


\k 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  4, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  124.] 

Committee  on  Pensions ,  to  whom  was  referred  "  An  act  for  the  relief 

of  James  PJuelps"  report  : 

kie  claimant  alleges  more  than  two  years'  service  in  the  Revolutionary 

as  one  of  a  guard,  placed  over  the  public  stores  at  Windsor,  Gonnec- 

-,  commencing  in  June  or  July,  1779.     He  says,  in  one  place,  that  he 

born  in  April,  1769,  and  in  another,  that  he  was  born  in  April,  1768. 

ll  his  own  showing,  he  could  have  been  but  about  eleven  years  and 

months  old  when  his  service  began. 

y  the  certificate  of  the  comptroller  of  Connecticut,  it  appears  that  the 
3nses  of  guarding  the  public  stores  at  Windsor  were  charged  to  the 
led  States,  and  that  the  last  account  entered  upon  the  records  of  that 
e  is  under  date  of  the  5th  of  April,  1780:  so  that,  if  it  be  true  that 
ie*ved  two  years  (as  he  and  his  witnesses  swear),  his  service  must 
e  commenced  before  he  was  ten  years  of  age.  He  says  that  the  object 
is  father  in  putting  him  into  the  guard,  was,  to  keep  him  at  school — 
•e  being  a  school-house  near  by  the  guard-house.  He  was  probably 
jid  about  the  guard-house  much  of  his  time,  but  it  is  almost  impossi- 
to  suppose  that  he  performed  two  years'  military  service  before  he  was 
teen  or  fourteen  years  old. 
i'he  committee  recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

r  &  Rives,  printers. 
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MEMORIAL 

OF 

DUMBER  OF  CITIZENS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON* 

PRAYING 

« 

The  renewal  and  modification  of  the  charter  of  said  city. 


June  6,  18d0. 

Referred  10  a  Select  Committee,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


ft  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

Stales  in  Congress  assembled: 

ie  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Washington/ 

in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

3SPECTFULLY   REPRESENTS : 

"That  the  charter  of  the  said  city  will  expire,  by  limitation,  on  or  about 
b  25th  of  May,  1840  ;  that  a  renewal  of  the  same,  from  the  necessity  of 
2  case,  must  be  asked  for  by  the  citizens  ;  that  the  present  charter,  in 
2  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  is  oppressive,  unjust,  illegal,  and  un- 
nstitutional :  oppressive,  because  it  requires  those  who  have  had  no 
ice  in  making  regulations  to  obey  and  enforce  them ;  unjust,  because 
empowers  a  fW  to  legislate  for  all ;  illegal,  because  it  causes  taxes  to 

levied  done  upon  property-holders  ;  and  unconstitutional,  because  it 
mies  the  right  of  free  suffrage  to  freemen. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  humbly  ask  that  the  charter  of  the. city  of 
ashiugto.'i  may  be  renewed,  with  the  following  alterations ;  and  that 

laws  may  be  repealed  which  conflict  with,  and  that  new  laws  may  be 
acted  to  carry  into  effect  the  spirit  of,  the  improvements  suggested. 
>ur  memorialists  ask — 

f\rst.  That  the  charter  may  be  limited  to  ten  years. 
Second.  That  power  may  bo  given  to  them  to  levy  a  poll-tax  upon  all 
e  male  white  citizens  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upward^  who 
*ll  have  resided  in  the  city  twelve  months,  excepting  the  President, 
*e  President,  and  heads  of  departments. 

%7tird.  That  all  free  male  white  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of 
5nty-one  years  of  age  and  upward,  who  shall  have  resided  in  the  city 
Washington  for  a  period  not  less  than  twelve  months  immediately 
ceding  any  election,  and  who  shall  have  paid  an  annual  poll-tax  of 
*  dollar  into  the  treasury  of  said  city  during  the  time,  may  be  declared 
tlificd  electors  at  any  election  for  mayor,  aldermen,  common  council- 
fi,  and  other  municipal  officers. 

if  &  Rives,  printers. 


witn  trie  exception  01  mayor,  aldermen,  ana  common 
Believing  that  your  honorable  bodies  cannot  but 
granting  the  desires  of  your  memorialists,  and  feeling 
enlightened  spirit  of  the  age  will  aid  them  in  rolling 
equal  rights  and  privileges,  your  memorialists  leave 
hands  for  weal  or  for  wo. 
And,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c 
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MEMORIAL 


OP 


JOSEPH  L.  SMITH  AND  OTHERS, 


PRATING 


the  Committee  on  Agriculture  be  instructed  to  make  an  annual  re- 
port on  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  Union. 


June  5,  1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ie  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned 

ECTFULLY   REPRESENTS: 

at  they  believe  great  benefit  would  accrue  to  tbe  agricultural  and 
growing  interest  of  this  Union,  by  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
ulture,  or  a  department  of  Government — on  the  comparative  value  of 
•aits  of  the  Union,  for  the  table,  culinary  purposes,  drying,  exporta- 
feeding  stock — hogs,  cattle,  horses,  poultry,  &c. ;  the  soil  and  climate 
3d  to  each,  so  as  to  keep  up  a  succession  for  the  above  purposes,  with 
:hibit  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  fruits,  and  the  capacity  of  this 
ry  to  increase  the  latter ;  and  that  such  department  may  report  at  the 
icssion  of  Congress  on  the  character  and  habits  of  insects  destructive 
fruits  and  fruit-trees  of  the  country,  with  ascertained  remedies  against 
evils 

JOSEPH  L.  SMITH,  and  others. 

:  Hires,  printer*. 
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PETITION 

OP 

A  NUMBER  OP  CITIZENS  OF  MISSOURI, 

Praying  the  establishment  of  a  past-route. 


June  5,  1840. 

2nrcd  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


State  op  Missouri, 
County  of  Buchanan. 

e,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  attached  part  of  Buchanan  county, 
d  most  respectfully  represent  to  your  honor,  that  this  country  has 

settled  three  years,  during  which  time  we  have  been  using  our  ut- 

endeavors  to  get  a  post  office  in  our  country,  but  have,  as  yet, 
L  in  every  instance.  We  have  at  least  five  thousand  souls,  who  are 
ved  of  that  great  benefit  which  results  from  the  post  office  generally, 
lave  taken  this  method  to  inform  your  honor  of  our  situation,  with 
tonfidence  that,  as  you  are  now  in  Congress,  you  will  give  us  your 
n  this  matter.  We  have  petitioned  the  Postmaster  General  again 
igain,  for  an  office  at  Elliott  &  Samuel s's  store,  which  will  be  near  the 
"e  of  the  third  county  in  the  Platte  Purchase.     Elliot  &  Samuels's 

is  situate  five  miles  east  of  the  mouth  of  the  Nodaway  river.  By 
ence  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  1837-'8,  you  will  recollect  that  a 
-route  was  established,  running  up  the  Missouri  river,  to  the  mouth 
te  Nodaway  river :  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  then  was,  that  the 
s  should  end  at  Elliott  &  Samuels's  store ;  but,  by  some  means,  the 
th  of  the  Nodaway  was  substituted  for  the  aforesaid  store.  If  you 
ot  succeed  with  the  Postmaster  General  in  getting  an  office  at  the 

store,  under  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid  (as  the  mouth  of  the 
lway  is  a  remote  place,  and  on  one  edge  of  the  country,  and  no  per- 
there  to  receive  the  office),  we  wish  the  act  so  amended  that  the  route 

end  at  William  Tharp's,  by  the  way  of  Elliott  &  Samuel's  store, 
\\\  would  be  the  most  practicable  route  of  any  other  that  can  be  had. 
rour  early  attention  to  this  matter,  you  will  confer  a  favor  that  will 
ye  forgotten. 

WARREN  TAYLOR,  and  others. 
odl.  Lewis  P.  Linn, 

Member  of  Congress. 


&,  Rives,  printers. 
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Session. 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  5,  1840. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Preston  made  the  following 
REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  365,  and  resolution  S.  17.] 

Committee  on  the  Library  has  had  under  consideration  the  memorial 
of  Mr.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  and  report: 

at  the  memorialist,  who  is  a  subject  of  the  King  of  the  French,  has 
ived  a  project,  to  the  execution  of  which  he  has  devoted  much  indus- 
id  ability,  having  in  view  the  establishment  throughout  the  civilized 
,  of  a  system  of  exchanges  between  Governments  and  literary  and 
lophical  institutions,  of  books,  models  of  invention  in  the  useful  and 
rts,  and  specimens  of  natural  history.    This  project  has  been  suggested 
-.  Vattemare  to  most  of  the  European  Governments,  and  to  very  many 
id  societies,  from  all  of  which  it  has  received  the  most  favorable  con- 
lion,  accompanied  in  many  instances  with  very  flattering  testimonials 
author ;  some  of  the  notices,  from  minis  ters  of  state,  or  from  dis- 
ished  men,  whose  names  are  extensively  known,  are  selected  from  a 
nass  of  similar  documents,  and  appended  to  this  report, 
e  establishment,  under  the  patronage  oi  Government,  or  of  opulent 
ations,  of  an  intellectual  commerce,  which  will  effect  a  more  rapid 
>erfect  transmission  of  ideas  from  each  to  every  other  country,  is  a 
:t  worthy  of  the  advanced  civilization  of  the  age,  and  even  if  but 
Hy  carried  out,  cannot  fail  to  produce  benign  results ;  for,  besides  the 
rotation  and  diffusion  of  knowledge,  which  is  the  primary  purpose  of 
Ian,  the  mere  effort  to  effect  it  is  calculated  to  promote  a  spirit  of 
and  good  will  among  men. 

he  nature  and  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  authorize  the  adop. 
f  Mr.  Vattemare's  project  in  its  widest  scope,  it  would  be  prompted  lo 
as  well  by  the  genius  oi  our  institutions,  which  demands  a  general 
ion  of  intelligence,  and  is  predisposed  favorably  to  every  suggestion 
at  purpose,  as  by  the  obvious  consideration  that  the  rich  accuraula- 
of  Europe  in  departments  of  learning  as  yet  uncultivated  by  us,  offer 
t  profitable  exchange. 

e  full  reciprocation,  however,  and  enjoyment  of  such  advantages,  is 
within  the  power  of  the  States,  who  will  doubtless  follow  the  exam- 
Louisiana  in  availing  themselves  of  it.  But  the  committee  believes 
.his  Government  may  also,  to  a  limited  extent,  advantageously  enter 
ha  proposed  arrangement, 

rjUvo,  printers. 


3  •   c  sn  ] 

i  M*  de  la  Martine,  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  of  France. 

April  10,  1836. 

»ur  plan  for  a  general  exchange  of  duplicates  between  all  libraries  is 
lent.  It  would  aid  us  in  completing  our  collections,  which  are  al- 
-  so  rich ;  but  it  would  also  have  another  and  happier  affect :  it  would 
luce  into  France  all  the  ideas  of  Europe,  and  would  spread  through 
po  all  the  ideas  of  France.  Thus,  by  means  of  simple  exchanges, 
LifTusion  of  information — the  object  of  so  many  of  oijr  car$s  anala- 
— will  be  effected.  No  one,  sir,  takes  a  deeper  interest  than  myself 
l«  accomplishment  of  a  plan  so  easy  of  execution,  attended  with  sq 
expense,  and  so  advantageous  to  the  whole  civilized  world,  as  yours 
us  to  be. 

»  M.  Eugene  de  Monglave,  in  the  name  of  the  Historical  Institute  of 

France.    March  12, 1836. 

»ur  idea,  sir,  is  a  grand  and  generous  one,  which  ought  to  succeed, 
which  every  studious  man  should  encourage  by  all  means  in  his 
tr.  The  Chamber  of  Deputies  has  offered  you  its  aid,  and  you  will 
►tleas  also  receive  that  of  the  Chamber  of  Peers.  The  name  of  your 
>rable  reporter  affords  me  a  guarantee  that  the  Historical  Institute  will 
xmd  to  receive  you  among  its  members.  Our  society  does  not  wish  to 
te  last  in  this  universal  movement  A  committee  has  been  appointed, 
isting  of  Messrs.  Frederick  Boissiere,  the  Abbe  Labonderie,  Le  Goni- 
Doctor  Sandras,  Albert  Lenoir,  and  myself.  We  have  conscien- 
kly  examined  your  plan,  and  have  unanimously  agreed  to  address  a 
r  in  support  of  it  to  the  minister  of  public  instruction.  Have  cour- 
sir,  and  persevere ;  great  ends  are  not  to  be  attained  in  a  day.  But 
t  glory  you  will  reap,  if  you  succeed  in  overcoming  all  obstacles,  as  I 
3t  not  you  will !  What  expressions  of  gratitude  you  will  receive  from 
ious  men  in  all  countries !  And  what  a  name  you  will  leave  to  your 
Iren! 

n  M.   Constant  Benier,  chief  clerk  of  the  Department  of  Public 

Instruction,  April  8, 1836. 

iddress  you,  sir,  less  as  an  officer  of  the  department  of  public  instruc- 
,  than  as  a  man  devoted  to  study,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  learning, 
r  plan  has  been  long  known  to  me :  I  have  watched  it  from  the  pe- 
of  its  first  formation  ;  and,  even  if  my  duty,  as  a  public  functionary, 
riot  absolutely  oblige  me  to  promote  its  success,  I  should,  you  may  be 
red,  as  a  man  of  letters  and  study,  take  the  utmost  pleasure  in  con- 
iting  to  its  accomplishment 

oreigners  have,  too  ofteu,  robbed  us  of  the  honor  of  great  ideas,  and 
ill  enterprises,  for  us  to  allow  this  opportunity  to  escape,  of  taking  a 
>nal  revenge.  In  this  instance,  however,  we  have  no  right  to  com- 
i  of  them,  for  their  efforts  will  second  our  own ;  and  this  unanimous 
urrence  is  only  another  proof  in  favQr  of  the  universal  usefulness  of 
plan. 
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From  M.  Keratry,  Counsellor  of  State  and  member  of  the  Chan 
uties,  well  known  in  France  from  his  many  literary  produc 
ruary  27, 1836. 

I  will  certainly,  sir,  give  my  vote  in  favor  of  the  petition 
have  addressed  to  the  legislative  chambers  respecting  the  exct 
plicate  copies  of  works  between  the  various  libraries  of  Eui 
plan  is  too  well  conceived  not  to  fix  the  attention  of  all  the  ft 
erature  and  science.  Notwithstanding  its  extensiveness,  ther 
complicated  in  it;  and  it  presents  no  insurmountable  ditfi 
the  contrary,  the  will  to  execute  is  all  that  is  wanting  to  em 
cess.  The  idea  is  so  simple,  and  so  fruitful  in  results,  at  the 
that  we  are  only  astonished  at  its  not  having  been  earlier  brou; 
Such,  however,  has  been  the  character  of  all  great  and  impor 
eries  :  and  as  the  author  of  a  great  and  important  discover; 
dress  to  you  my  most  sincere  compliments. 

From  the  Due  de  Broglie,  then  minister  of  foreign  affairs 

June  12, 1835. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  has  read,  with  great  intere 
which  M.  Yattemare  has  done  him  the  honor  to  address  to  hin 
the  establishment  of  a  system  of  exchanges  between  the  differ 
of  Europe,  possessing  several  copies  of  the  same  works.  Th< 
of  labors  undertaken  by  M.  Vattemare,  with  the  view  of  facil 
exchanges,  seems  to  be  unquestionable ;  and  the  minister  of  fo 
will  embrace  the  earliest  occasion  to  speak  to  his  colleague,  1 
of  public  instruction,  upon  the  plans  formed  by  M.  Yattemare 

f  Extract  from  the  speech  of  the  Marquis  de  Laplace,  in  the  C 

Peers  of  France}  March  30,  1836. 

I  conceive  the  great  advantage  of  a  journal,  such  as  the  pet 
poses,  which  would  form  a  general  catalogue  of  duplicates,  eitfa 
manuscripts,  objects  of  art,  medals,  coins,  or  scientific  enriositk 
and  which  would  inform  us  in  what  places  and  in  whose  hands 
comprehend  all  the  advantages  of  such  a  journal,  not  only  for  lit 
book  collectors,  for  learned  men  and  rich  amateur  collectors, 
the  different  Governments. 

I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  our  Government  to  encourage  an 
such  an  enterprise ;  and  that  it  becomes  France  to  take  the  lea( 
ure  which  may  produce  such  desirable  results.  Such  publicit 
out  invaluable  works,  which  are  not  sufficiently  appreciated  bj 
era,  from  the  dust  of  oblivion  and  from  their  obscure  retreats, 
precious  manuscripts,  thus  buried  and  Ian  to  the  world,  may  b« 
«ght ;  and  shall  we  not  congratulate  ourselves  for  having  made 
terest  contribute  to  so  great  a  work  ? 

For  these  reasons  I  support  the  motion  to  refer  the  petition  to 
«er  of  public  instruction.  I  see  another  advantage  to  be  gained 
Torable  reception  the  Chamber  may  give  to  this  petition.  Th 
ment  of  the  periodical  journal,  proposed  by  the  petitioner,  will 
«ie  enlightened  nations,  and  therefore  give  him  a  right  to  claim 
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concurrence  of  their  Governments.  Now,  as  the  petition  has  been  al- 
r  referred  by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  a  few  days  ago,  the  measure 
estion  will  be  presented  to  foreign  nations,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
ch  Chambers,  an  approbation  which  must  certainly  assist  him  in  the 
optnent  of  his  project.  I  also  demand  that  the  petition  may  be  referred 
»  president  of  the  council,  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  to  call  his  at- 
m  to  the  arrangements  to  be  made  with"  foreign  Governments  for  facili- 
j  the  exchangeof  such  objects,  and  to  aid  thereby  this  perfectly  pacific 
ilic  of  letters— quite  above  all  political  passions  and  prejudices — which 
lone  so  much  honor  to  humanity  in  every  period -of  the  world.  I 
fore  conclude  by  proposing  that  the  petition  may  be  referred  to  the  min- 
of  foreign  affairs  and  of  public  instruction. 

tese  propositions  were  adopted  by  the  Chamber  of  Peers,  and  the  peti- 
sent  to  the  ministers. 


New  York,  December  3,  1839. 

iar  sir:  The  high  and  numerous  attestations  given  to  your  plan  of 
Yy  and  scientific  exchanges,  by  the  most  eminent  scholars  and  public  men 
arope,  and  the  eloquent  manner  in  which  several  of  them  have  stated 
titan thropic  objects  and  beneficial  results,  leave  me  little  to  say  on  thoee 
n.  I  could  do  nothing  more  than  repeat  their  views  and  express  my 
Q  concurrence  with  them.  I  can  only  add  that  your  plan  has  a  special 
peculiar  value  in  relation  to  this  country ;  it  will  furnish  our  students 
My  access  to  much  science,  art,  and  learning,  the  treasures  of  which 
tow  useless  superfluities  in  the  great  public  repositories  of  Europe  ;  in 
*n  we  can  furnish  much  that  is  now  out  of  the  reach  of  European  in- 
? — much,  not  indeed  of  the  works  of  learning  or  high  art — but  of  valu- 

materials  for  physical  inquiry,  for  moral,  legal  and  political  science — in 
t,  for  the  study  of  man  and  of  nature.    The  cabinets  of  Europe  may 

be  enriched  with  specimens  of  the  gigantic  nature  of  the  new  world, 
legislative,  legal,  and  documentary  publications  of  our  several  State 
era  men  ts,  as  well  as  of  that  of  the  United  States,  supplying  precious 
srials  for  the  studies  of  the  political  economist,  and  the  philosophical 
philanthropic  statesman.  Thus  each  continent  will  be  enabled  to  con- 
ite  to  the  scientific  wealth  of  the  other,  and  distant  nations  will  meet  in 
nerous  rivalry  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge. 

admire  the  zeal  and  devotion  with  which  you  have  applied  yourself  to 
execution  of  this  unpretending  but  beneficial  plan.  With  the  warmest 
ios  for  its  success, 

I  am  your  friend  and  servant, 

GULIAN  C.  VERPLANCK. 
«  Alexandre  Vattemare. 


Albany,  May  7, 1840. 

ear  sir  :  I  regret  extremely  that  engagements,  which  require  my  de- 
are  for  New  York,  will  prevent  my  having  the  pleasure  of  attending  at 
meeting  to  be  held  this  evening,  for  the  consideration  of  your  plan  for 
item  of  exchange  between  governments  and  learned  institutions  through- 


Alexandre  Vattkware,  Ksq. 


, !  ■  Washington, 

'  i  |  Sir  :  i  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receij 

|  16th  inst.,  enclosing  an  introductory  letter  from  Gei 

j  ,,.._  of  your  memorial  to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  es 

!  .j ',  international  exchanges  of  books,  works  of  art,  natu 

I  j  It  would,  I  assure  you,  hare  given  me  great  plea: 

!,ii'  Washington. 

|  |  I  regard  the  subject  of  your  memorial  as  highly  i 

'  I  _-\  important,  and  it  will  command  my  warm  support 

,  i  *  i  -  With  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  sii 

■  !  .  I,  most  obedient  servant, 

1  ■■  Mons.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  City  of  New  7 


Ali 
Mv  dear  sir  :  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  com; 
a  copy  of  M.  De  Tocquoville's  great  work  on  Amer 
with  a  volume  of  the  third  edition.  The  fact  that  tl 
such  rapid  and  large  sales,  is  a  sufficient  answer  tc 
apprehensions  concerning  its  reception,  and  at  the 
strongest  sanction  of  its  general  fidelity. 

I  cannot  suffer  the  occasion  to  pass  without  eipi 
currence  in  the  great  project  which  you  have  origi 
books  and  of  productions  of  nature  and  art  by  the 
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I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  such  a 

With  high  regard, 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER. 
Vattemare. 


•   Albany,  May  8, 1840. 

w  dear  sir:  Though  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  being  present  the 
evening  at  the  Capitol,  when  the  claims  of  your  proposed!  system  of 
ange  were  exhibited,  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  it  was  nothing  short  of  an 
rious  necessity  that  detained  me ;  and  that,  in  every  view  of  the  case, 
roject  seems  to  me  deserving  of  the  most  liberal  and  extensive  patron- 
I  cannot  doubt  that  both  our  national  and  State  Governments  will 
ally  co-operate  with  you  in  this  noble  enterprise,  whose  "field  is  the 
1;"  and  that,  in  proportion  as  it  offers  greater  advantages  to  our 
try  than  to  any  other,  you  may  find  us  ready  to  meet  you  in  a  more 
al  and  vigorous  ce-operatton.  I  am  happy  to  find  that  your  visit 
js  city  has  left  the  most  happy  impression;  and  all,  I  believe,  who  have 
:  in  plated  your  plan,  are  prepared  to  award  to  its  projector  the  honor  of 
-  one  of  the  world's  great  benefactors. 

keed  not  say,  my  dear  sir,  how  happy  I  am  in  having  enjoyed  the 
lege  of  your  acquaintance,  or  with  what  sincere  and  good  wishes  I  am 
obedient  and  obliged, 

W.  B.  SPRAGUE. 


National  Academy  of  Design, 

New  York,  December  3,  1839. 

cr  :  I  have  been  requested,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  council,  to  ex- 
m  to  you  the  thanks  of  the  National  Academy  of  Design,  for  the  gener- 
ofler  and  loan  to  them  of  your  superb  and  unique  collection  of  draw- 
and  paintings,  by  the  collected  talent  of  European  artists,  for  the 
anthropic  purpose  of  creating  a  fund  for  procuring  an  annual  medal, 
ft  awarded  by  the  Academy  in  promotion  of  the  arts.  ' 
t  performing  this  gratifying  doty  in  behalf  of  the  Academy,  1  beg  leave 
iy,  that  the  extent  of  our  obligation  to  you  is  not  measured  by  the 
me  of  success  with  which  the  public  have  rewarded  our  efforts.  But, 
Mgh  your  noble  intentions  have  been  frustrated  through  the  circum- 
ces  of  the  times,  in  their  principal  object,  the  instruction  and  the  grati- 
ion  which  the  artists  ana  amateurs  of  this  city  have  received  from  the 
y  of  your  rich  collection,  (emanations  from  some  of  Europe's  most 
*d  minds,)  have  amply  repaia  the  Academy  for  any  expense  or  labor  to 
Bh  they  have  been  subjected. 

Fishing  you  every  success  in  your  philanthropic  labors  to  promote 
mttire,  science,  and  art,  I  remain,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration, 
r  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  F.  B.  MORSE, 
President  of  the  National  Academy  of 
lonsieur  Alexandre  Yattemark. 
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t  Session. 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  5, 1840. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Hubbard  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  363.] 

Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  bill  No.  163,  for 
the  relief  of  William  R.  Davis,  report : 

lat  the  said  bill  provides  for  the  payment  of  the  following  account  pre- 
d  by  the  said  Davis,  against  the  United  States,  viz  : 

:  United  States, 

To  William  R.  Davis,  Dr. 

epairing  and  cleaning  arms  and  accoutrements  used  in  the  re- 
nent  commanded  by  G.  W.  Ewing,  at  the  Pottawatomie  In- 
in  payment,  in  September,  1836;  also,  furnishing  powder, 
id,  casting  balls,  making  1,000  cartridges,  paper,  twine,  <fcc.      $60  00 

p  an  act  of  Congress  passed  March  3,  1839,  a  specific  appropriation  was 
5  for  paying  three  companies  of  Indiana  militia,  called  into  the  service 
e  United  States  by  Colonel  Ewing,  on  the  25th  of  September,  lb36,  on 
equisition  of  A.  C.  Pepper,  Indian  agent  at  Logansport,  for  the  protec- 
of  certain  Indians  assembled  to  receive  their  annuities,  and  other  per- 
necessarily  employed  relative  to  said  annuities ;  it  being  for  the  services 
id  militia,  and  for  necessary  expenses  incurred  by  them  incident  to 
service.  The  articles  furnished,  and  the  services  performed  by  the 
lant,  were  for  the  detachment  of  militia  ordered  out  upon  this  occasion, 
le  amount  appropriated  by  this  act  was  predicated  upon  the  returns 
*  by  Colonel  Ewing  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  services  rendered, 
the  expenses  incurred.  The  account  of  the  claimant,  it  now  ap- 
1,  was  unintentionally  omitted  by  Colonel  Ewing,  in  making  his  re- 
t,  and  its  payment  was  not,  therefore,  provided  for  by  the  appropriation 
)  in  March.  1839.  His  claim  is  now  properly  authenticated  by  Cap- 
Tipton,  of  the  Logansport  guards,  and  Colonel  Ewing,  who  certify 
Davis  did  perform  the  services  as  stated  in  his  account,  and  that  the 
1  is  correct  and  just. 

miiar  charges  to  those  made  by  the  claimant  were  allowed  and  paid 
>r  the  act  of  March,  1839,  as  necessary  expenses  incident  to  the  ser- 

he  committee,  therefore,  report  the  bill  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
1  its  passage. 

ft.  Rives,  printers. 


n.  Congress,  [SENATE.]  [  523  ] 

&t  Session. 


REPORT 


PROM 


THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PENSIONS, 


ON 


The  claim  of  Cowad  Wiring  for  a  pension. 


Junk  5,  1S40. 

xnittcd  l«y  Mr.  Pierce,  fiom  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  to 

accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  157. 


Pension  Office,  August  22,  1833. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 

•ort  upon  the  letter  of  G.  B.  Judd,  Esq.,  respecting  the  claim  of  Conrad 

drig  : 

The  claimant  alleges  that,  at  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  volunteered,  and 

^red  under  Captain  Sterling  about  one  year,  and  Sergeant  Bargy  for 

~xc  than  two  years,  in  Colonel  Belleager's  regiment.     His  service,  as 

closed  by  his  declaration,  was,  "  tending  the  ferry  at  Fort  Plain  ;"  his 

ncipal  station  at  Fort  Mike  ;  and  his  business,  scouting,  standing  guard, 

Ltry,  and  the  general  duties  of  the  camp. 

The  militia  service  consisted  of  short  tours  under  legal  draughts,  or  sud- 

l  calls  during  alarms.     The  alleged  service  under  Captain  Sterling  in 

respect  corresponds  with  that  description  of  service ;  and  claimants 
-  unfrequently  employ  the  word  "  served,"  to  mean  a  liability,  or  readi- 
es, to  serve;  hence  it  was  believed  that  the  claimant  had  confounded 

ordinary  duties  of  patrol  and  guard,  which  devolve  upon  the  militia 
c:e  in  peace  as  in  war,  with  that  military  service  contemplated  by  the 

of  7th  June,  1832,  which  must  have  been  rendered  in  a  corps  duly 
*ointed,  imbodied,  and  commanded,  agreeably  to  the  law  martial. 
The  claimant,  it  should  be  observed,  resided  and  rendered  his  alleged 
vice  in  Herkimer  county,  the  then  frontier  of  New  York,  where  the 
habitants,  without  the  stimulus  or  authority  of  provincial  resolves,  but 
"H  the  irresistible  influence  of  their  local  position,  were  subjected  to  the 
st  arduous  patrol  and  guard  duty ;  and,  to  ensure  their  own  safety,  not 
Frequently  compelled  to  reside  in  temporary  forts  of  their  own  construc- 
"*  and  government.  If  the  claimant  intends,  or  Mr.  Judd  for  him,  to 
intain  that  he  served  continuously  for  twelve  months  under  the  militia 
►tain,  Sterling,  in  the  imbodied  company,  the  allegation  is  discredited 
the  knowledge  of  the  office,  however  limited  the  estimate  which  Mr. 
id  has  made  of  that  knowledge.  (See  copy  of  the  letter  from  this  office 
t  he  5th  instant.) 
With  respect  to  this  claim  for  scouting  and  ranging  under  a  militia  ser- 

M  &  Hives,  printers. 
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ession. 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  5, 1840. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  160.] 

mmittee  on  Pensions,  to  wham  was  referred  "  An  act  granting  a 
ion  to  Elizabeth  Case,  widow  of  James  Case,  deceased^  report : 

husband  was  a  pensioner,  and  died  in  August,  1836.  The  marriage 
May,  1778,  after  the  expiration  of  the  last  period  of  his  service.  Her 
en,  comes  within  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  7,  1838.  Her 
ion  to  Congress  is  made  in  order  to  obtain  the  benefits  of  the  act  of 
1836 ;  and  this  bill  grants  her  a  pension  of  081  66  for  life,  from 
b  of  her  late  husband's  death. 

committee  see  nothing  in  this  case  to  justify  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
loes  not  equally  apply  in  the  cases  of  all  widows  of  the  class  enti- 
der  the  act  of  July,  1838;  and,  as  it  is  deemed  inexpedient  to  ex- 
ie  pension  laws  at  this  time,  and  more  especially  by  partial  acts  of 
ion,  they  recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

lives,  printers. 


r 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  5,  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Wall  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  77.J 

i 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  House  bill  (No.  77) 
Uitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Thomas 
tkinson,  deceased"  report : 

0  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
es  accompanies  the  papers  sent  to  the  committee.  With  the  bill  is 
id  a  petition  without  date,  marked  u  February  4,  1839,  referred  to  the 
unittee  on  the  Judiciary,"  which  substantially  alleges :  That,  about  the 
*  1816,  Thomas  Atkinson,  John  Brooks,  and  Patrick  Farrelly,  became 
sureties  of  one.Richard  Bean,  as  collector  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal 
e8  of  the  United  States  for  the  23d  Pennsylvania  collection  district \ 
,  some  four  or  five  years  thereafter  the  said  Bean  became  a  defaulter 
ceding  $2,000 ;  when,  upon  the  application  of  his  sureties  he  was  re- 
red,  and  all  that  was  available  of  uncollected  bonds,  with  Bean's  own 
cts,  after  his  decease  in  1823,  were  paid  into  the  Treasury,  leaving  a 
ince  of  debt  and  interest,  in  the  spring  of  1838,  little  short  of  $1,2(XL 
Mr  to  the  lastmentioned  time,  a  suit  had  been  commenced  against  Atkin- 
,  on  the  official  bond  of  Bean  and  his  sureties,  as  the  surviving  obligor ; 

.  shortly  afterward,  and  before  anything  was  done  therein,  he  departed 
life.  At  the  then  last  session  of  Congress,  an  application  was  made  in 
alf  of  the  different  families  .of  the  sureties,  praying  that  they  might  be 
nerated  from  further  liability  ;  but  the  petitioners  know  not  what  defini- 
i  action  was  had  thereon ;  and  the  counsel  of  the  United  States  being 
ent  that  the  pending  suit  should  be  adjusted,  a  judgment  was  given  in  the 
:uit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
h  an  arrangement  that  time  should  be  given  for  the  payment  of  the 
Dunt  due.  Since  which  time,  in  September  last,  four  hundred  dollars 
re  paid,  and  the  costs,  leaving  a  balance  then  due  of  about  eight  hundred 
tars,  from  the  payment  of  which  the  petitioners  ask  to  be  relieved ;  that 
h  of  the  sureties  left  a  widow  and  several  children,  dependant  for  their 
ly  support  and  maintenance  on  the  very  limited  means  possessed  at  the 
e  of  their  decease,  and  should  they  be  compelled  to  discharge  the  debt,  it 
st  necessarily  deprive  them  of  what  can  now  but  afford  them  a  partial 

1  rigidly  economical  support ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  justice!  the  petitioners 
ieve,  from  what  they  have  been  informed  by  intelligent  and  respectable 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  5,  1840. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wall  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  81.] 

mittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  House  bill  (No. 
itled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wallis,  and  the  heirs  and 
epresentatives  of  Robert  Leckie,  and  of  Jeremiah  D.  Hoyden, 
tf,"  report : 

raimittee  on  the  Judiciary,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  do  not 
have  made  any  report  in  this  case.  The  petition, of  James  Y. 
John  Boyle,  administrators  of  Robert  Leckie,  deceased,  sets  forth, 
he  year  1825,  Jeremiah  D.  Hayden,  now  deceased,  being  a  pay- 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  entered  into  bond  to  the  United 
th  Joseph  Wallis,  and  the  said  Robert  Leckie,  as  his  sureties,  in 
y  of  $20,000,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  du- 
:h  paymaster ;  that  the  said  paymaster  was  then,  and  ever  was,  a 
ndoubted  probity  and  fidelity,  and  always  performed  the  duties  of 
ffice,  and  all  others  intrusted  to  him,  with  the  most  perfect  integ- 
ccuracy ;  and  accounted  to  the  proper  department  with  regularity, 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  Government.  That,  in  the  year  1826,  the 
taster  was  despatched  on  the  public  service,  and  carried  with  him 
•able  sum  of  money,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  troops  of  the 
ates  at  some  of  the  remote  western  posts ;  that,  while  on  such  public 
)  was  suddenly  taken  ill,  in  a  situation  remote  from  all  proper  aid 
ance,  and  there  died.  That  there  were  no  officers  of  the  Gov- 
>n  the  spot,  to  take  possession  of  his  personal  property  and  public 
id  when  the  officer,  who  was  despatched  to  take  possession  of  the 
?rty,  arrived,  it  appeared  that  there  was  a  considerable  deficit  in 
:  funds.  That  no  officer  of  the  Government,  and  no  individual 
icquainted  with  the  uniform  high  character  and  accurate  habits  of 
jed,  ever  entertained  any  other  opinion  than  that  these  funds  had 
racted  by  persons  in  the  neighborhood,  or  immediately  after  his 
without  any  default,  or  want  of  care,  on  his  part, 
suit  is  now  pending  against  the  petitioners,  on  the  Said  official 
the  purpose  of  recovering  the  balance  appearing,  on  the  settlement 
ounts  of  the  said  paymaster,  to  be  due  from  him.  That,  on  the 
e  said  cause,  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts  was  fully  established 
itimony  of  the  most  respectable  witnesses ;  and  so  fully  satisfied 
i  the  court  and  the  district  attorney,  of  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
es,  printers, 
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June  5, 1840. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wall,  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  It  No.  84.] 

9  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  House  bill  (No.  84) 
ntitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Saunders  and  William  R. 
*orter}  sureties  of  William  Estis,  late  paymaster  of  the  fourth  regi- 
tent  of  Virginia  troops  stationed  at  Norfolk  during  the  last  war"  rtf- 
*ort: 

That  it  appears,  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of  the 
jse  of  Representatives,  and  the  other  papers  which  accompany  the  said 

that  William  Saunders  and  William  R.  Porter,  with  others,  in  the 
3th  of  August,  1814,  became  sureties  of  William  Estis,  as  paymaster  of 
fourth  Virginia  regiment,  then  stationed  at  Norfolk.  That,  during  the 
*,  the  Government  was  frequently  without  the  means  of  advancing 
ley  to  pay  off  the  troops  at  the  time  that  their  pay  became  due,  from  the 
«t  of  timely  appropriations  by  Congress,  or  other  causes.  That  Estis, 
mymaster,  made  advances  of  money  raised  on  his  own  notes  and  other* 
e,  over  and  above  the  funds  furnished  by  the  Government  for  the  pur* 
e,  to  the  amount  of  88,790  94 ;  and  subsequently  he  made  an  estimate 
the  balance  necessary  to  pay  off  the  arrearages  due  to  the  regiment, 
ich,  in  addition  to  the  sum  so  advanced  by  him,  Amounted  to  $6,141  94 

the  20th  of  March,  1816,  the  said  William  Estis  received  $14,900,  as 
ears  by  his  receipt  of  that  date,  being  $32  S8  less  than  the  estimate  he 

previously  made ;  and  on  account  of  such  estimate  and  a  previous  re- 
•t  given  by  him  for  86,141  94,  was  not  charged  against  him,  it  appear- 
to  have  been  given  in  anticipation  of  a  payment  to  be  made  to  him.   At 

time,  the  war  had  closed,  the  fourth  Virginia  regiment  had  been  die- 
ded,  and,  of  course,  dispersed,  and  th*  difficulty  of  payment  had  been 
itly  increased  ;  nevertheless,  it  is  evident,  from  the  papers,  that  the  said 
is  made  efforts  to  pay  off  the  arrearages  due  the  regiment,  gave  notices 
that  purpose,  and,  in  some  instances,  did  pay  off  entire  companies,  and, 
,  did  pay  individuals,  and,  probably,  paid  as  far  as  calls  were  made  on 
u     It  is  perfectly  clear,  however,  that  he  did  not  pay  all  the  arrearages 

to  the  regiment  of  which  he  wad  paymaster,  as  it  appears  that,  from 
6k  to  1828,  application  was  made  by  divers  officers  and  men  of  that  regt 
it,  for  such  arrearages,  to  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  Stated, 

payment  there  was  made  to  the  amount  of  $964  83.  In  the  mean- 
3,  the  said  Estis,  some  time  in  1818,  became  insolvent,  and  his  papers 
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ETected,  by  the  mere  fact  of  its  not  being  promptly  paid  at  the  time  it  was 
His  duty  was  to  pay  it  when  received,  and  the  bond  was  designed  to 
.re  such  payment.  Every  one  knows  that  money  cannot  be  advanced 
lie  Government  until  it  is  appropriated  by  Congress ;  and  the  pretext 
•  set  up  by  the  sureties  is  as  destitute  of  foundation,  in  law  or  equity,  as 
ould  be  dangerous  in  practice.  It  would  render  suretyship  a  solemn 
"kery. 

Che  pretext  appears  to  the  committee  to  be  particularly  destitute  of 
ty  in  this  case.  •  The  sureties  suffer  judgment  to  pass  against  them  by 
nit :  subsequently  apply  to  Congress,  and  receive  all  the  relief  that  they 
i  ventured  to  ask  for.  They  are  released  from  the  payment  of  $5,030  71 
,  the  sum  really  due  from  their  principal,  and  $52  10  costs  on  con- 
Mi  of  paying  $954  83,  and  such  further  sums  as  the  Government  should 
ailed  on  to  pay  over  again ;  and  now,  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  ten  years, 
ie  forward  to  be  released  from  the  balance  upon  an  allegation  that  time, 
those  competent  to  advise,"  have  enlightened  their  ignorance,  and  re- 
ed to  them  a  defence  which  goes  to  the  whole  merits  of  the  claim  on 
ch  the  judgment  was  founded.  The  pretext  set  up  as  the  foundation 
neir  equity  is,  that  the  principle  of  "  res  judicata"  loses  its  force,  by 
influence  of  time :  and  judgments  obtained  by  the  United  States  cease 
■e  valid,  even  when  recognised  and  solemnly  sanctioned  by  the  parties 
rested,  whenever  those  "  competent  to  advise"  discover  new  grounds  of 
Mice. 

7he  committee  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  neither  law  nor  equity  dis- 
ed  in  the  petition  and  accompanying  papers,  for  the  relief  which  the  pe- 
rnors have  prayed  for  in  their  petition,  and  which  is  granted  by  the  bill 
ired  to  them.  The  Government  paid  the  sum,  from  which  they  seek  to 
sxonerated,  legally  to  their  principal.  He  was  bound  to  pay  it  over  to 
se  who  were  rightly  entitled  to  it.  He  failed  to  do  so,  and  the  Govern- 
it  have  paid  it  a  second  time  to  those  entitled  to  it,  and  they  have  a 
it  to  enforce  their  judgment  against  the  sureties,  to  secure  them  from  the 
sequences  ol  the  default  of  their  principal. 

The  committee  therefore  respectfully  report  that  the  said  bill  ought  not 
>ass. 
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MESSAGE 


FROM 


rHE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


TRANSMITTING 


eportfrom  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
ie  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  salt  or  exchange  of  Government  drafts  for 
ink -notes. 


June  5,  1840. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

1  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  December, 
J,  I  communicate  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  the 
rmation  called  for  by  that  resolution,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  department 
sr  his  charge. 
Washington,  June  5,  1840. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


4 
War  Department,  June  4, 1840. 

ir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  reports  of  the  several 
>aus  of  this  department,  furnishing  all  the  information  in  their  power, 
iswer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  the  30th  of  December,  1839, 
lesting  the  President  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  Senate,  the 
ner  in  which  the  public  funds  of  all  descriptions  have  been  paid  out  by 
different  disbursing  officers  and  agents  during  the  years  1838  and  1839. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
'he  President  of  the  United  States. 


Commissary  General's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  January  13, 1840. 

[r  :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
d  December  30, 1839,  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases  reports : 
'hat  he  has  not  at  any  time  during  the  years  1838  and  1839  (or  daring- 
other  period),  sold  or  exchanged  the  Government  funds  or  his  own 
Is  on  the  Government  for  paper-money  of  the  following  (or  any  other^ 
riptions : 
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1.  Bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  espe 
of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 

2.  Bank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  am 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 

3.  Post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  es| 
of  such  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  one  hundred  dollars,  a 
denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  and  which  had  been  mad< 
more  than  sixty  days  after  date,  or  which  were  not  due,  or  whic 
altered  by  the  pen. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  IRVINE, 
Commissary  General  of  P\ 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  Com.  Gen.  of  Subsists 

Washington,  Ma\ 

Sir  :  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  the  resolution  of  the  Se 
30th  of  December,  1839,  a  circular  was  prepared  and  forwan 
disbursing  officer  of  this  department,  requiring  them  to  state,  wi 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  paid  out  Government  funds,  of 
tions,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839. 

Some  fifty  of  those  officers,  including  all  the  principal  disburs 
have  sent  in  their  statements.  It  affords  me  much  satisfactio 
from  those  statements,  that  no  officer  has  sold  or  exchanged  ( 
drafts,  or  other  Government  funds,  or  drafts  on  the  Government 
years  1838  and  1839,  for  banknotes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  Ui 
bank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  post-i 
present  Bank  of  the  United  States  ;  and  they  further  state  thai 
riably  paid  out  the  Goiernment  funds  either  in  specie  or  its  eqi 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HO 


Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Acting  Com.  Gen.  Su 


Ordnance  Office,  March 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  queries  contained  in  a  resolution  of  tl 
the  United  States  of  30th  December,  1839,  in  relation  to  the  sale  < 
of  Government  drafts  or  other  Government  funds,  or  drafts  of 
officers  on  the  Government,  for  bank-notes,  <fcc,  of  the  late  E 
United  States,  bank-notes,  <fcc.,  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  Unite 
post-notes,  <fca,  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  I  hav 
to  state  that  it  appears,  from  the  information  received  from  the  d 
imrsing  officers  and  agents  of  this  department!  that  no  such  a 
changes,  as  set  forth  in  said  resolution,  have  been  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servac 

G.  TALCO1 

«      ,  „  *  Lieut.  Col  of  C 

iion,  J.  R.  PoiwbjstT;  Secretary  of  War. 
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Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Washington,  May  9, 1840. 

* :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  copies  of  the  replies  made 
s  officers  and  agents  disbursing  under  this  bureau,  during  the  years 
and  1839,  to  the  several  inquiries  contained  in  a  resolution  of  the 
ttof  the  30th  December,  1839,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to 
ale  or  exchange  of  Government  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds, 
»tes  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  certain  de- 
ions  therein  named. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABBRT, 
Col.  Topog.  Engineers. 
n.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  January  16,  1840. 

r:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular,  dated 
lington,  January  8,  1840,  containing  the  resolve  of  the  Senate  of  the 
3d  States  of  December  30,  1839. 

answer  to  which  resolve,  I  state  that  I  have  never  sold  or  exchanged 
Sovernment  drafts  or  other  Government  funds,  during  the  years  1§38 
1839,  for  bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  nor  for  the 
of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States :  nor  for  post-notes  of  the 
nt  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  any  kind  or  denomination, 
lave  never  made  drafts  on  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

A.  CAN  FIELD,  Capt.  Top.  Eng. 
>1.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Commanding  Topographical  Engineers. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  January  20,  1840. 

a:  Your  circular  of  the  Sth  instant  reached  me  this  morning,  re- 
og  me  to  report  the  practice  I  have  pursued  in  disposing  of  Govern- 
:  drafts,  and  to  answer  queries  1,  2,  and  3,  of  a  resolve  of  the  Senate  of 
Jnited  States  of  the  30th  of  December,  1839. 

ivernment  drafts,  in  my  favor,  have  been  on  a  bank  of  deposite  or  one 
e  receivers  of  the  land  offices ;  in  the  former  case,  it  has  been  my  prac- 
io  deposite  the  draft  in  the  bank  in  which  I  was  required  to  keep  the 
ic  funds  in  my  charge ;  in  the  latter,  the  amount  has  been  drawn  from 
eceiver  and  deposited  as  above.  No  other  disposition  of  Government 
s  has  ever  been  made  by  me. 

p  each  and  all  of  queries  1,  2,  and  3,  of  a  resolve  of  the  Senate  of  the 
of  December,  1839, 1  have  to  answer  in  the  negative, 
lave  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  TILGHMAN, 
United  States  Agent  $•  Engineer. 
)1.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Topographical  Bureau.   Washington,  D.  C£ 
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Hyannts  Port,  January  20,  1840. 

« :  I  have  received  your  circular  of  January  8,  1840,  and  hasten  an 
sr,  which  is  as  follows,  viz : 

ice  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  superintendent  of  the  Hyannis  break- 
»9  which  was  July,  1839, 1  here  report  the  practice  I  have  pursued  in 
sing  of  Government  drafts,  beyond  which  time  1  have  no  means  of 
ling  a  knowledge  of  the  course  that  has  been  pursued  by  my  prede- 


ice  July  1,  IS39, 1  have  received  five  United  States  drafts,  amounting 
9  aggregate  to  $5,923,  payable  at  Boston ;  as  the  distance  from  this 
to  Boston  is  about  100  miles,  and  the  distance  to  the  Barnstable  Bank 
Lrmouth  (a  specie-paying  bank)  7  miles,  I  exchanged  the  above-named 
k  at  par  for  the  bills  of  the  beforenamed  bank ;  all  of  which  have  been 
for  Government  service,  with  the  exception  of  $295  45,  which  are  in 
ands. 

answer  to  queries  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3, 1  would  state  that  I  have  had  no 
ess  transactions  with,  exchanged  no  Government  drafts,  nor  received 
motes,  or  post  notes,  of  the  late  or  present  United  States  Bank  since  I 
"been  an  agent. 

Yours,  <fec, 

DANIEL  BASSET, 

United  States  Agent. 
t.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Topographical  Engineers,  Washington  City. 


South  Yarmouth,  1st  mo.  (January)  24, 1840. 

spECTED  FiuExn :  In  compliance  with  a  circular  of  the  8th  instant, 
rcd  last  evening,  containing  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
3  of  the  30th  December,  1S39,  requesting  a  statement  of  the  practice 
ted  in  disposing  of  Government  drafts,  and  answers  to  quenes  1,  2, 
*,  in  said  resolve,  I  reply:  That  I  have,  for  the  time  specified,  ex- 
ged  such  drafts  as  have  come  to  me  for  notes  of  the.  Barnstable  Bank, 
Lrmouth  port,  that  being  a  specic-jmying  bank ;  therefore,  give  the  fol- 
fcg  answers  to  the  queries,  viz  : 

*.  I  have  in  no  instance  exchanged  the  Government  drafts,  or  any 
rnment  funds,  for  notes  of  any  denomination  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 
ad  States. 

I  have  in  no  instance  exchanged  for  notes  of  any  denomination  of 
tesent  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

.  I  have  in  no  instance  exchanged  for  post-notes  of  any  denomina- 
Df  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
apectfully  submitted. 

DAVID  K.  AKIN 
U.  S%  Agent  for  the  improvement  of  Bass  river,  Mass. 
J.  Abert, 

of  Topographical  Engineers,  Washington  city. 


Baltimore,  January  21,  i840. 

& :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  circular  addressed  to  me,  postmark- 
*  17th  instant 
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In  answer  to  the  inquiries  made  with  respect  to  (tic  d 
eminent  drafts  made  by  me  as  disbursing  agent :  All  dra 
were  deposited  in  the  Union  Bank  ol  Maryland  to  my 
out  on  my  check  in  favor  of  the  mayor  and  city  col 
receipted  for  by  (he  register,  who  is  authorized  by  law 
moneys  received  by  the  corporation  of  Baltimore.  And 
that  1  never  did  receive,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  em 
drafts  that  were  received  by  me,  only  the  24  per  cent. 
my  accounts  for  my  services. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir.  vour  obedient ; 
W1LLIA! 
Col.  J.  J.  Abbrt, 

Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Top.  Engineers. 


West  Uivkii.  '. 
.In 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  ihe  receipt  of  your  circi 
slant,  postmarked  the  17th,  enclosing  sundry  resolulic 
dated  December  30,  1839,  requesting  the  President  to 
disbursing;  officers  and  agents  of  the  United  States  '-i 
sold  or  exchanged  Government  drntis,  or  other  Governn 
own  drafts  on  the  Government,  during  the  years  1S3S  at 
money  of  ttie  following  description : 

"  1.  Bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a 
of  a  less  denomination  than  $20. 

«  2.  Banknotes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  Sta 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  $20. 

"  3.  Post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  .Sin 
any  of  such  of  n  less  denomination  than  StOO;  also,  of  a 
than  ©20,  and  which  bad  been  made  payable  at  more  tb 
date,  or  which  were  not  due,  or  which  had  been  altered  w 

In  answer  to  the  foregoing,  1  have  the  honor  to  slatt 
Government  paper  of  any  description  (except  bnnk-ch 
which  were  cashed  at  par),  have  issued  in  my  favor,  so 
lect ;  and  I  am  positively  certain  that  I  sold  no  Govern  n 
foods. 

The  same  remarks  will  apply  to  the  year  1S39,  with 
Treasury  draft,  on  the  Louisville  Savings  luslittttiot 
911,000,  ol  which  nearly  $ss.000  was  drawn  hy  me  at  p 
ation  of  the  draft,  in  specie  and  Kentucky  paper  money 
is  still  in  depositc  to  my  credit  in  that  institution,  applica! 
ment  of  the  Cumberland  liver.  All  the  money  wind 
Louisville  Savings  Institution  was  disbursed  on  the  afore 
and  my  accounts  have  been  rendered  to  the  dcparinx 
whole  of  that  sum ;  and  my  vouchers  show  the  kind 
P«d  out. 

Yen*  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  w. : 
„  Captain  3 

Col.  J.  J.  Abcrt, 

Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers. 
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Wilmington,  Del.,  January  21, 1840. 

i :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  circular  from  you* 
ananying  a  resolve  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  December 

til  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  of  this  place,  in 
,  my  uniform  practice  had  been  to  deposite  to  my  credit,  as  United 
3* agent,  with  one  of  the  banks  of  this  city,  all  drafts  received  by  me 
Government,  and  they  were  collected  by  the  bank.  Since  the  suspen- 
[  have  received  two  drafts  on  the  collector  of  customs  at  Philadelphia, 
dated  October  14,  1839,  for  $500,  and  the  other  November  16,  for 
.  I  presented  the  first  a  few  days  after  it  was  received  at  the  custom- 
3,  Philadelphia,  for  payment,  and  was  informed  that  they  were  unable 
y  any  thing  but  the  current  Philadelphia  bank-notes — their  funds  being 
3  banks,  and  they  paying  their  officers  with  them  to  draw  them  out 
it  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  second,  I  presented  it  for  payment,  and 
)ffered  silver,  which  being  inconvenient  to  remove  to  Wilmington,  I 
informed  that  a  gentleman  having  duties  to  pay,  had  left  authority 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  custom-house  to  give  his  check  (the  check  of 
entleman)  on  one  of  the  banks  of  the  city  for  the  amount  m  exchange. 
3pted  the  check,  which  was  on  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
•eceived  their  notes  in  payment — none  of  a  less  sum  than  5520 ;  a  five- 
r  note,  necessary  to  make  the  change,  was  given  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
ware. 

Verv  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  YOUNG, 

United  States  Agent. 
1.  J.  J.  Abert, 
Bureau  of  Tap.  Engineers.  Washington  City. 


Washington.  January  22, 1840. 

r  :  1  have  received  the  circular  of  the  bureau,  of  the  8th  instant,  con- 
lg  a  resolve  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  the  30th  December, 

reply,  I  have  to  state,  that  I  never  sold  a  Government  draft,  or  Gov- 
ern funds,  but  always  presented  the  Treasurer's  draft  to  the  officer 
'horn  it  was  drawn,  or  at  the  bank  where  it  was  made  payable, 
only  disbursements  I  made  for  the  Government  during  the  years 
and  1839,  were  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
igOj  Illinois,  for  which  purpose  I  received  from  the  Treasurer*  of 
Jnited  Stales  four  drafts,  viz :  one  on  the  land  office  at  La  Porte, 
jia ;  one  on  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Detroit,  Michigan ; 
two  on  the  collector  of  customs  at  Philadelphia ;  all  of  which  were 
sed  of  in  the  following  manner :  The  draft  on  the  receiver  of  pub- 
loneys  at  La  Porte,  Indiana,  was  presented  to  him,  and  the  amount 
(red  by  mc  in  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  that  country,  and  specie, 
amount  of  the  draft  on  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  at  Detroit, 
paid  to  me  by  that  institution  in  its  own  notes.  The  two  drafts 
e  collector  of  customs  at  Philadelphia,  were  paid  to  me  by  his  checks 
le  Moyamensing  Bank ;  the  notes  of  which  institution  I  received 
ieposited  in  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  taking  certificate* 
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ki  answer  to  the  queries  1, 2,  and  3,  contained  in  that  resolution,  I 
^  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  not  received  any  note  whatever  of  the 
sk  of  the  United  States  (either  the  late  or  present  bank)  in  exchange 
Government  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds,  or  for  drafts  on  the 
mrnment,  or,  in  short,  in  any  other  way  connected  with  my  Govern - 
■it  duties  in  the  year  1838  or  1839. 

Ind  I  remain,  sir,  with  perfect  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  SMITH, 
Gen.  Superintendent  Pub.  Works,  ice.,  Lake  Erie* 
Dol.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers. 


Gloucester,  January  22, 1840. 

3ir  :  The  circular  of  the  8th  instant  I  have  just  received,  and  in  an- 
er  will  say,  that  I  have  never  received  any  United  States  Bank  notes 
Government  drafts,  nor  have  I  ever,  in  any  case,  sold  or  exchanged  a 
vernment  draft. 

.  have  always  presented  them  to  those  on  whom  they  were  drawn. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

JOSIAH  HASKELL,  Age?U. 
.  J.  Abert, 

Colonel  Topographical  Engineers. 


Kennebunk  Port,  Maine,  January  22, 1840. 

•  ir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  of 
8th  instant,  and  hasten  to  answer  it. 
fcjs  to  the  practice  I  have  pursued  in  disposing  of  Government  drafts,  I 
re  invariably  collected  them  of  the  banks  on  which  they  were  drawn r 
I .  with  one  exception,  in  their  bills  and  specie.  The  Maine  Bank, 
~tland,  sometimes  gave  me  bills  of  other  banks  in  the  vicinity  and  spe- 
As  I  did  not  receive  small  bills,  I  generally  asked  from  25  to  36  per 
it.  in  specie,  and  was  never  refused. 

n  answer  to  the  several  queries  in  the  resolve  of  the  Senate  of  the 
ited  States  of  December  30, 1839, 1  can  say  that  I  never  sold  or  ex- 
tnged  any  Government  funds  of  any  description  for  bills  or  post-note* 
ner  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

JOSHUA  HERRICK,  Agent. 
Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers. 


Washington  City,  January  23, 1840. 

Colonel  :  In  answer  to  the  communication  or  circular  of  the  bureau,  1 
,ve  the  honor  to  state  that  my  practice  has  always  been  to  send  any  draft 
tiich  may  have  been  forwarded  to  me  to  the  bank  upon  which  such  draft 
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Fairfield,  January  24, 1840. 

Sir:  I  deposited  in  the  Connecticut  Bank  the  balance  due  to  Govern  - 
ient9  after  deducting  $55  39,  a  balance  due  to  Colonel  Totten,  in  1837, 
F$270  13,  received  from  the  administrator  of  Thomas  Bartram,  late  dis- 
using agent. 

Also  a  Government  draft  of  $1,200,  October  8, 1838  ; 

Do.  do.  3,625,  December  20, 1838 ; 

Do.  do.  672,  June  18, 1839. 

The.  following  were  received,  at  times,  when  I  was  going  to  New 
ork,  and  collected  by  myself,  viz:  $1,300,  October  26,  1838;  $2,332, 
overaber26, 1838;  $2,323  90,  September  26,  1839;  $97  10,  October, 
B9 ;  and  the  money  deposited  in  the  Connecticut  Bank  immediately 
a  my  return,  except  the  draft  of  $2,323  90,  it  being  the  balance  due 
>th  the  contractors  and  myself,  on  fulfilling  the  contracts.  I  had  pre- 
ousiy  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Seranton,  at  Madison,  desiring  that,  if 
had  received  the  balance  due  him,  I  would  either  send  him  a  check, 

send  him  the  money,  from  New  York.  Accordingly,  I  sent  him  the 
oney  from  New  York,  by  his  brother,  in  such  bills  as  would  deposite 
i  any  of  the  Connecticut  banks,  retaining  $147,  for  an  unsettled  private 
rarant,  due  to  me  and  the  other  contractor  living  here.  Previous  to 
tat  draft  being  received  (which  came  to  hand  just  as  I  was  leaving  for 
ew  York),  I  had  engaged  a  loan  of  Messrs.  Morhouse  and  the  other 
mtractors,  for  $500,  when  the  draft  came  on.  I  therefore  paid  them 
te  balance  due  immediately  on  my  return,  in  Connecticut  money,  with- 
it  depositing  that  in  Connecticut  Bank,  the  bank  being  about  three 
iles  from  this  place.  Thus  I  have  paid  the  contractors,  all  in  checks 
l  Connecticut  Bank,  except  in  one  instance,  and  that  in  Connecticut 
oney,  a  pait  of  which  draft  I  borrowed  of  one,  and  a  part  due  for  pri- 
ite  account  with  the  other. 

In  answer  to  the  queries  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  of  the  resolve  of  the  Senate 
*  the  United  States,  contained  in  your  circular  of  the  8th  of  January, 
$40, 1  have  to  state — 

1.  I  have  not  exchanged  Government  drafts  or  funds  for  bank-notes 
f  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  any  denomination  or  amount, 
uring  the  years  1838  and  1839. 

2.  I  have  not  exchanged  Government  drafts  or  funds  for  bank-notes  of 
le  present  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  any  denomination  or  amount, 
Ming  the  same  time. 

3.  I  have  not  exchanged  Government  drafts  or  funds  for  post-notes  of 
ie  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  any  denomination  or  amount, 
r  payable  at  any  date. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

SETH  PERRY. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineers,  Washington. 


Bridgeport,  January  24, 1840. 

Sir  :  Upon  recurring  to  your  circular  of  the  8th  instant,  January,  which 
?as  not  before  me  at  the  date  of  my  last  letter,  I  find  the  inquiry  is, 
whether  I  have  sold  or  exchanged  Treasury  drafts,  <fcc,  for  paper  of  the 
ite  or  present  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
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Washington,  January  25,  1840. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  resolve  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the 
0th  December,  1839, 1  have  to  say  1  never  "sold  or  exchanged  the  Gov- 
"nment  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds,  or  drafts  on  the  Government, 
iring  the  years  1838  and  1839,  for  paper-money  ot  the  following  descrip- 
mis: 

"1.  Bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  especially 
>tes  of  a  less  denomination  than  $20. 

"  2.  Bank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  especially 
)tes  of  a  less  denomination  than  $20. 

"  3.  Post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States  ;  and  especially 
ly  of  such  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  one  hundred  dollars;  also, 
fa  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  and  which  had  been  made  pay- 
>le  at  more  than  sixty  days  after  date,  or  which  were  not  due,  or  which 
id  been  altered  by  the  pen." 

JMy  practice  has  been  to  present  them  for  payment  to  the  officer  upon 
horn  they  are  drawn ;  or,  when  he  was  not  within  reach,  to  deposite  them 
other  funds  in  the  bank  most  convenient,  without  selling  or  exchanging 
em. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  M.  McLANE, 

Lt.  Corps  Top.  Engineers. 
J.  J.  Abert. 

OoL  Top.  Engineers. 


Savannah,  January  25;  1810. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  comrnunica- 
>n,  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  the  30th  De- 
nnber,  1839;  and,  in  reply  to  the  questions  asked,  I  have  to  say  that  I 
ave  had  no  transactions  whatever  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
tiring  the  years  1838  and  1839. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MACKAY, 


Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

CoL  Top.  Engineers. 


Captain  Corps  Top.  Engineers. 


Burlington,  January  26, 1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  tfce  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  re- 
Besting  me  to  report  the  practice  pursued  in  the  disposition  of  Govern- 
lent  drafts  forwarded  to  me  for  disbursement  j 

.For  security,  as  well  as  convenience,  I  have  made  my  dejttsites  in  the 
lank  of  Burlington  ;  one  of  the  soundest  moneyed  institutions  in  the  United 
tales.  They  have  received  at  par  the  Government  drafts  transmitted  to 
le,  and  have,  at  all  times,  furnished  me  with  specie,  when  required  so 
>  do. 
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Glastonbury,  January  27, 1840. 

t  m :  Your  letter,  accompanied  by  a.  resolve  of  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
-  States  of  the  30m  of  December,  1839,  is  received,  and  I  have  the  honor 
ctate,  in  reply  thereto,  that  the  Government  drafts  which  1  have  received 
lisbursing  agent  have,  in  no  instance,  been  sold  or  exchanged  for  paper- 
ney  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  any  description 
atsoever. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TALCOTT. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abkrt, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineer, 


•  Provincetown,  January  27, 1840. 

tin :  Your-  circular  of  the  8th  instant  has  been  received.  There  were 
juiy  expenditures  for  the  work  under  my  charge  during  the  year  1838  : 
sequently,  I  did  not  receive  any  draft  for  funds  during  that  year, 
^or  the  expenditures  in  1839, 1  received  a  draft  on  the  collector  at  Bos- 
»  who  gave  me  a  check  on  the  Merchants7  Bank,  Boston,  where  I  re- 
ared the  amount  of  my  draft. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

ASA  S.  BOWLY, 
U.  S.  Agent  at  Provincetown,  Mass. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Top.  Engn  Washington  city. 


Plattsburg,  January  27, 1840. 

3ir  :  According  to  request,  I  give  the  following  statement :  All  the  mon- 
*nd  drafts  I  have  received  for  disbursing  uses  I  have  exchanged  at  the 
sUahall  Safety  Fund  Bank,  except  the  last  ($538)  draft,  which  I  sold  to 
asm.  Tburman  <fc  Martin  for  silver  coin ;  and  have  paid  for  labor  in  the 
b  of  the  Whitehall  Bank  in  almost  all  cases,  except  the  last  draft — and 
£  1  paid  out  as  occasion  required. 

Very  respectfully,  <fec, 

ELIJAH  BOYNTON, 

United  States  AgenU 
Zk)lenel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Top.  Eng.}  Washington  city. 


Essex,  Savbrook,  January  27,  1840. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  17th  instant  has  been  received  by  me,  calling- 
me  for  a  report  of  the  practice  I  have  pursued  in  disposing  of  Govern- 
mt  drafts,  and  to  answer  qteries  1, 2,  and  3,  of  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
nrfthe  United  States. 

K  would  here  state,  in  reply  to  these  interrogatories,  that  I  have  xievex 
yoted  of  aoy  of  the  drafts  aent  to  me  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Unite^ 
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States  for  any  of  the  bank-notes  of  the  late  United  States 
the  bank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  .of  the  United  States ; 
post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States;  neit 
Sr  indirectly,  in  any  of  my  transactions  for  the  Governn 
to  do  with  the  paper  of  the  above-named  institutions. 

1  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv 

R.  P.  \ 
UniU 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineer. 


Public  Works  at  mouth  of  Grand  Ri 

e  Jc 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
tion  of  the  8th  instant,  with  the  accompanying  "  resolve 
United  States  of  the  30th  of  December,  1839.'* 

In  answer  to  queries  Nos.  1, 2,  and  3, 1  have  to  state  tl 
exchanged  a  Treasury  draft  for  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  1 
denomination.  My  uniform  practice  is,  to  give  them  to  tl 
The  amount  of  the  draft  is  placed  to  my  credit,  and  mj 
made  by  checks  on  said  bank. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servi 

J.  , 
Unit 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Top.  Engr.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


't : 
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Little  Compton,  Jo 

Sir:  In  answer  to  inquiries  made  in  your  circular  o 
would  inform  you  the  practice  I  have  pursued  in  dispos 
drafts  has  been,  to  negotiate  them  at  the  nearest  speci 
their  bills  or  specie. 

And  in  no  case  have  I  received  bills  on  the  late  Bi 
States,  neither  have  I  ever  received  any  of  the  bills  or  po 
ent  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

EZR 

Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Topographical  Engineer 8>  Washington. 
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porting  Company's  Bank  located  in  this  place,  and  I  have  usually  paid  for 
materials  and  labor,  &c.,  (or  constructing  said  harbor,  in  checks  on  the 
■k. 

1  n  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  of  December 
1839,  calling  on  disbursing  officers,  <kc,  to  ascertain  from  them  wheth- 
Lhey  have  sold  or  exchanged  the  Government  drafts,  or  other  Govern- 
■nt  funds,  or  their  own  drafts  on  the  Government  during  the  years  1838 
■  1839,  for  paper-money  of  the  following  description  :  [Queries  No.  1, 
and  3.]  I  have  to  say,  I  have  not  received  any. 

Alll  of  which,  <fcc, 

A.  DART, 
Agent  United  Slates  Works,  ConntauL 
ZJolonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

of  Topographical  Engineers. 


Jacksonville,  East  Florida,  January  29, 1840. 

3ir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  general  orders,  Nos.  51,  62, 

=1  67,  issued  from  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  and  also  of  your  circular 

Bth  January.  * 

In  answt-r  to  the  information  called  for  by  the  resolve  of  the  Senate  of  the 

t  ited  States  of  the  30th  December,  1839, 1  have  to  say  that  I  have  never 

any  time  "  sold  or  exchanged  Government  drafts  or  other  Government 

feds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  the  Government,"  for  "  banknotes  of  the  late 

nk,  or  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  or  for  "  post-notes  of  the 

ssent  Bank  of  the  United  States." 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  SIMPSON, 
1st  Lieut.  U.  8.  Topographical  Eng'rs. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineer*,  Washington. 


Fort  Pulaski,  Georgia,  January  30, 1840. 

in:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  c/rcular  from 
Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers,  under  date  8th  instint 
*  wring  the  time  that  I  disbursed  the  funds  of  the  Suvwnah  river  im- 
T^ments,  I  invariably  deposited  the  Treasury  drsrts  (the  only  form 
ir  hich  I  ever  received  Government  drafts)  in  th*  Planters'  Bank,  Sa» 
taah,  a  bank  well-established  in  its  character  <or  souudness,  and  at 
time  paying  specie,  and  drew  upon  those  deputes  by  checks.  I  never 
t  a  Government  creditor  iu  any  other  way  than  by  said  checks,  and 
«  never  "sold  or  exchanged"  Government  funds  for  paper-money  of 
"   of  the  following  descriptions : 

-  Banknotes  of  the  late  Bank  of  th»  United  States,  of  any  denomination 
fetever. 

L  Rank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  any  denomi- 
iea  whatever. 
S 
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it  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  any  of  the  different  denominations,  as 
rth  in  each  of  the  said  resolves. 

ipectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  remaih,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  a  W.  STOCKTON, 
United  State*  Agent. 
.  J.  J.  Abbrt,  Topographical  Engineer, 

U.  &  Army,  Washington  city,  D.  C. 


Irving,  January  31, 1840. 

i  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circalar  of 
h  instant,  making  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  I  have 
ted  of  the  Government  drafts  which  have  been  remitted  to  me,  and 
ularly,  whether  I  have  at  any  time  disposed  of  any  Government  drafts 
tes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

ave  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply,  that  on  the  1st  of  October,  1838, 
I  was  disbursing  for  the  mound  or  seawall  at  Buffalo,  I  received  a 
ury  draft  for  $3,000  on  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Erie, 
sylvania.  This  draft  I  placed  on  deposite  in  the  Commercial  Bank  of 
lo,  and  the  amount  was  disbursed  in  notes  of  that  institution.  Since 
eriod,  I  have  had  no  dealings  of  any  kind  whatever  with  the  Bank  of 
nited  States,  or  in  relation  to  its  notes  of  any  description,  old  or  new. 
practice  in  relation  to  Government  drafts  which  I  receive,  and  which 
ther  on  the  collector  or  some  bank  in  the  city  of  New  York,  is,  to 
;hem  placed  to  my  credit  in  the  Bank  of  America,  and  to  draw  for 
oount  as  required  in  the  progress  of  the  work  under  my  charge. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

T.  8.  BROWN, 
U.  S.  Agent,  Irving,  New  York. 
.  J.  J.  Abbrt,  Chief  Topographical  Engineer 

Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Rochester,  January  31, 1840. 

* 

. :  Your  circular  of  the  8th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of 
-nment  drafts  by  disbursing  officers,  agents,  <fcc,  with  the  accompany- 
*solution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  was  this  day  received ; 
a  conformity  with  your  instructions  to  report  my  practice,  I  have  the 

to  state,  that  I  have  in  every  instance  disposed  of  Government  drafts 

for  bills  of  specie-paying  banks. 

reply  to  queries  1,  2,  and  3,  o(  the  resolve,  I  have  to  say,  that  I  never 
r  exchanged  a  Government  draft,  or  my  own  draft  on  the  Govern- 
for  bank-notes  or  poet-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or 
esent  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  any  denomination  or  description 
ver. 
y  respectfully,  your  obedient  serraaJ, 

CHARLES  W.  Itfefifl,     . 

United  States  Agfi* 
.  J.  J.  Abbrt,  Bureau  Top.  Engineers. 
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f  the  late  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  or  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United 
Itatae,  or  poet-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Most  respectfully,  <fcc., 

J.  W.  GUNNISON, 
Lieut.  CoL  of  Topographical  Engineers. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineer. 


Huron,  Ohio,  February  1, 1840. 

Sir  :  Yonr  circular  of  the  8th  instant  is  at  hand.  In  answer  to  the  que- 
ls therein,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  not  exchanged  Government 
Imffo  or  my  own  drafts  on  the  Government,  for  any  description  of  paper 
anted  by  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  present  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Very,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  WILBOR, 

United  State*  Agent. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Top.  Engineer,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  February  2, 1840. 

Sir  :  On  my  return,  after  an  absence  of  a  few  days,  I  found  on  my 
table  r  circular  from  your  bureau,  of  date  January  8,  which  I  hasten  to 


When  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  as  a  disbursing  agent  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1838, 1  was  unable  to  make  an 
arrangement  with  the  banks  in  this  city,  by  which  they  would  receive 
and  convert  into  current  funds  all  Government  drafts  which  might  come 
into  my  hands.  I  subsequently  made  an  arrangement  with  the  "  Cleve- 
land Insurance  Company"  to  that  effect 

My  practice  has  invariably  been  to  receive  and  disburse  such  funds 
only  as  were  current  and  bankable  in  this  city.  The  Treasury  drafts 
which  1  have  received  have  been  on  receivers,  collectors,  and  banks,  in 
different  sections  of  the  Union,  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to 
convert  them  into  specie,  without  much  expense,  which,  I  was  advised 
by  the  department,  could  not  be  allowed  me. 

In  reply  to  queries  1,  2,  and  3,  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  1  have 
only  to  say  that  1  have  never  received  or  disbursed  a  dollar  of  the  paper 
of  either  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  any  denomina- 
tion whatever. 

Very  respectfully, 

HY.  H.  DODGE, 

United  States  Agent. 

J.  J.  Abert,  CoL  Topographical  Engineers. 
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"To  the  inquiry,  "  whether  [they]  I  have  sold  or  exchanged  the  Got- 
mment  drafts  or  other  Government  funds,  or  [their]  my  own  drafts  on 
3  Government  during  the  years  1838  and  1839,  for  paper-money  of  the 
■owing  descriptions : 

=^  1.  Bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  especially 
^  is  of  less  denomination  than  $20 ; 
2.  Bank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  especially 
is  of  less  denomination  than  $20; 
mi  3.  Post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  especially 
-y  of  such  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  $100 ;  also,  of  a  leas  de- 
salination than  $20,  and  which  had  been  made  payable  at  more  than 
Kty  days  after  date,  or  which  were  not  due,  or  which  had  been  altered 
*  the  pen ;" 

I  reply  that  I  have  not  sold  or  exchanged  Government  drafts,  Govera- 
ent  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  the  Government  for  any  of  the  different 
ascriptions  of  paper-money  specified  in  the  abovenamed  resolution  of 
<  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  JUDSON, 

V.  S  Agent  j  6fc. 
Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Top.  Eng.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Ashtabula,  February  6, 1840. 

Sir  :  Your  circular,  dated  8th  January  last,  accompanying  a  resolution 
"  the  Senate,  passed  30th  December,  1839,  is  received. 

In  reply  to  the  queries  embraced  in  that  resolution,  I  will  state  in  gen- 
al  terms,  that  I  have  not  exchanged  the  Government  drafts  during  the 
jars  1838  and  1839,  for  the  paper  of  either  the  late  or  the  present  Bank 
*  the  United  States,  except  as  will  be  expressed  below. 
It  has  been  my  practice  to  exchange  the  drafts  with  Ohio  banks  for 
eir  own  paper  and  specie,  or  with  individuals  for  miscellaneous  current 
txk  paper  and  specie.  It  is  probably  the  feet  that  a  small  amount,  in 
tes  of  the  present  United  States  bank,  of  a  less  denomination  than 
enty  dollars,  has  been  received  and  used  with  such  promiscuous  funds 
"were  taken  in  exchange  from  individuals,  but  I  cannot  satisfactorily 
»t:e  any  particular  quantity. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

MATTHEW  HUBBARD,  Agent. 
Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Top.  Engineer. 


MlLWAUKIE,  WlSKONSIN  TERRITORY, 

February  9, 1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  letter 
'  the  8th  ultimo,  and  in  reply  thereto,  to  state  that,  within  the  period 
dbraced  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  1  have  re- 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectful 
servant, 

HOWARD  ! 
First  Lieutt 
Col.  3.  J.  Abert, 

Corps  Topographical  Engineers, 

United  States  Army. 


1  Milwaukie,  Wibko 

■'.  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  1 

j;  January,  1840,  from  the  Bureau  of  Topngrapl 

i  -  panied  by  a  resolve  of  the  Senate  of  the  Unitei 

Enr,  1839. 


In  reply  to  queries  1,  2,  and  3,  of  the  resoi 
say  that  I  have  not  sold,  or  exchanged,  the  Go 
Government  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  the  Gove 
1838  and  1839  (or  during  any  other  year),  for  p 
money),  as  specified  in  queries  1,  2,  and  3,  of  sa 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  circular  which 
practice  which  I  have  pursued  in  disposing  of  G 
the  honor  to  reply,  that  the  only  Government  dr. 
have  been  drawn  upon  the  Branch  Bank,  lllii 
the  receiver  of  public  moneys,  at  Milwaukie,  Wis 
drafts  have  been  presented  by  myself  at  the  ban 
nothing  but  specie,  or  its  equivalent,  received :  a 
have  been  received  for  the  drafts  have  been  uni 
and  at  the  same  rates  at  which  the  said  funds  hi 
I  am,  &c, 
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state,  that  I  never  disposed  of  drafts  forwarded  to  me  when  disbursing 
kslic  money  on  account  of  the  works  under  my  charge  in  North  Caro- 
b»,  but  carried  out  the  agreement  made  by  my  predecessor  with  the 
i»*te  Bank  of  North  Carolina  "  to  deposite  the  drafts  in  that  bank,  and 
r-y,  in  return,  to  furnish  me  with  such  funds  as  I  might  require." 
El  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McCLELLAN,  Copt.  Top.  Engineers. 
Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

United  States  Top.  Engineers. 


Fort  Preston,  M.  Florida,  March  4, 1840. 

:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
xi  concerning  "  Government  drafts,"  and  to  say,  in  answer,  that  all  die 
1>lic  funds  I  have  received  I  have  deposited  in  the  most  convenient 
■iks,  and  given  checks  on  those  banks  in  payment  of  bills  against  Gov- 
:*ment 
X  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  WARNER, 

2d  Lieut.  Top.  Engineers* 
<7ol.  J.  J.  Abert, 

U.  S.  Top.  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  March  9, 1840. 

Sir  :  Your  circular  of  the  8th  January  last,  by  some  mistake  of  the 
sols,  did  not  reach  me  until  yesterday. 

"In  reply,  I  have  to  state,  that  I  never  "  sold  or  exchanged  the  Govern - 
«it  drafts  or  other  Government  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  Government, 
■ring  the  years  1838  and  1839,  for  paper-money  of  the  following  descrip- 
■ns: 

***  1.  Bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  any  description. 
**  2.  Bank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  any  descrip- 
■n. 

41 3.  Post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  any  descrip- 
»n." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  M.  WESTON, 
Agent  for  the  impH  harb.  Plattsburg. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chief  Topographical  Engineer. 


Office  Public  Works, 
Chicago  Harbor,  Illinois,  April  19, 1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  answer  to  queries  1 ,  2,  and  3,  of  the 
Senate  resolution,  dated  30th  December,  1839,  and  which  are  contained 
l  your  circular,  dated  8th  January,  1840,  that  I  have  never  sold  any 


1840,  and  to  learn  alio  that  one  (never  receivi 
me  on  the  8th  January  last.  In  reply  to  this 
my  disbursements  hare  been  made  in  the  not 
county,  N.  Y.,  the  favorite  currency  of  those  j 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant 


Col.  J.  J.  Abbot, 

Commanding  Top.  Engineers. 


Paymaster 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instruction: 
each  of  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  Pay  Dep 
uary,  1840,  containing  a  copy  of  the  resoiutio: 
of  December,  1839,  relating  to  the  sale  or  ezcl 
for  notes  of  the  late,  or  of  the  present  Bank  of 
structed  them,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  furnis 
so  far  as  the  inquiry  related  to  their  official  tra 
answers  from  all,  except  Paymaster  DeRussy, 
toches,  on  the  Red  river.  The  mails  to  that  j. 
the  paymaster  may  have  been  absent  on  a  ton 
district  when  my  letter  arrived,  which  would 
lay  in  hearing  from  him.  I  have  written  to  hi 
as  soon  as  his  answer  is  received  it  will  be  coi 

I  hare  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  copies 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Government  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  the  Government,  during 
^rears  1 838  and  1839,"  lor  paper-money  of  the  description  embraced  in 
^resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  H.  SMITH, 

Paymaster  U.  &  A. 
.  N.  Towson,  Paymaster  General 

U.  S.4krmy,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


of  a  letter  from  Marcus  C.  Buck,  late  acting  paymaster  United 
states  army  ^  to  the  Paymaster  General. 

Washington  Arsenal, 

January  13, 1840. 

ut:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  directing  me  to  furnish  informa- 
l  called  for  by  resolutions  of  the  Senate  dated  December  30, 1839,  has 
been  received. 

have  never  "  sold  or  changed  the  Government  drafts  or  other  Govern- 
t  funds,  nor  my  own  drafts  on  the  Government,  for  bank-notes  of  the 
*  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  bank-notes  of  the  pesent  Bank  of  the 
Tited  States,  nor  for  post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
y  description  whatever. 
am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  <fcc, 

MARCUS  C.  BUCK, 
Late  Paymaster  U.  &  Army. 
n.  N.  Towson,  Paymaster  General 

U.  S.  Army j  Washington,  D.  C. 


of  a  letter  from  Captain  John  C.  Casey f  late  acting  paymaster  to 

the  Paymaster  General. 

New  York  City,  January  15, 1840. 

ir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  "circular"  of 

11th  instant,  containing  the  Senate  resolutions  of  30th  December  last, 
ply  I  have  to  report,  that  about  the  26th,  27th,  and  28th  of  February, 
,  I  received  through  Captain  Grayson,  assistant  paymaster  in  New  Or- 

ns,  a  large  amount  of  Treasury  notes,  say  $150,000. 
he  notes  were  generally  of  a  large  denomination.    Specie  was  at  a 

h  premium,  and  I  sold  to  Messrs.  Palfrey  &  Co.,  brokers,  New  Orleans, 

follows : 

4f  per  cent.  Treasury  notes  -  -       $81,000 

*2  per  cent.  do.  ....         45,000 

126,000 


iving  in  exchange : 

One  fourth  in  specie  ....  $31,500 

Old  U.  S.  Bank-notes  ....  40,000 

City  and  Orleans  banks  -  64,500 


126,000 
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k-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  present  Bonk 
le  United  States,  of  any  denomination  ;  nor  for  post-notes  of  the  present 
k  of  the  United  States  of  any  denomination  whatsoever. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  LESLIE, 

Paymaster  U.  S.  Army. 
rig.  Gen.  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General,  Washington,  D.  U. 


y  of  a  letter  from  Major  D.  S.  Townsend,  paymaster  United  States 

army,  to  the  Paymaster  General. 

Boston,  January  17, 1840. 

ir  :  Your  communication  dated  on  the  11th  of  January,  1840,  accom- 
ied  by  a  copy  of  a  resolve  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  has  this 
been  received. 

i  answer  to  the  inquiries  therein  contained,  I  have  the  honor  to  state, 
I  have  not,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839,  in  any  one  instance 
d  or  exchanged  the  Government  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds, 
iy  own  drafts  on  the  Government,"  for  bank-notes  of  the  late  or  pres- 
Sank  of  the  United  States,  or  for  post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of 
United  States,  or  any  other  United  States  Bank  paper. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  TOWNSEND,  Paymaster. 
*n.  N.  Towson,  Paymaster  General. 


y  of  a  letter  from  Major  P.  Muhlenberg,  paymaster  United  States 

army,  to  the  Paymaster  General. 

Army  Pay  Office, 
Savannah,  Ga.}  January  18, 1 840. 

:b:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  11th  instant, 
l  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  December  30, 1839,  requesting  answers 
srtain  inquiries,  <fcc,  to  which  I  furnish  the  following  information : 
o  the  first  inquiry,  I  must  say,  that  I  have  not  sold  or  exchanged  Gov- 
nent  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds,  for  bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank 
te  United  States. 

i  reply  to  the  second,  that  I  have  received  the  following  Treasury 
Is,  and  disposed  of  them  as  follows : 

•raft  No.  5,841,  dated  November  2, 1838,  drawn  to  my  order  on  the  col- 
3r  of  customs,  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for  $10,000. 
iraft  No.  3,632,  dated  November  26, 1838,  drawn  to  my  order  on  the 
ted  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and  payable  at  die  Insurance  Bank, 
ambus,  Georgia,  for  $20,000. 

iraft  No.  6,841,  dated  January  23,  1839,  drawn  in  my  favor  on  the 
ted  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and  payable  at  the  Bank  of  Charles- 
South  Carolina,  for  $25,000,  which  amounts  were  received  from  the 


Dr 

General :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
mail  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo,  append© 
the  Senate  under  date  of  December  30, 1839. 

In  answer  to  those  inquiries,  I  have  to  state 
knowledge  during  my  connexion  with  the  paj 
changed  Government  drafts,  or  funds,  or  my  oi 
ment,  for  paper  of  the  Dank  of  the  United  State, 
years  1838  and  1839. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedie 
BENJAMIN  F. 

Brig.  Gen.  N.  Towbon,  Paymaster  General. 


Copy  of  a  Utter  from  Major  A.  A.  Manias, 
army,  to  the  Paymaster  G. 

Pat  Dcparti 
New  Urlt 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  ro 
nary  11,  to  which  is  affixed  the  resolution  m 
United  States,  under  dale  of  December  30,  1839 
Id  reply  to  the  several  inquiries,  1  have  to  stai 
I  i  *  nor  exchanged  Government  drafts,  or  other  Gove 

.  ]  \i  drafts  an  the  Government,  for  either  or  any  desc 

ths  paper-money  referred  to  in  said  resolution  of 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedie 


Brig.  General  N.  Towbon, 
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exchange,  "  by  disbursing  officers,  or  agents,"  of  Government  drafts,  <fcc, 
.  requiring  from  me  the  information  called  for  by  said  resolutions,  "so 
ms  they  relate  to  my  official  transactions.'9  In  reply,  I  distinctly  state, 
t  1  have  never,  in  any  of  my  official  transactions,  sold  or  exchanged  the 
irernment  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  the 
Erernment,  for  paper-money  of  the  description  set  forth  in  those  resolutions. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EUGENE  VAN  NESS/ 
Late  Additional  Paymaster  P.  S.  A. 
Seneral  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General. 


Dy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Christopher  Andrews,  paymaster  United 

States  as  my,  to  the  Paymaster  General 

St.  Augustine,  E.  Florida, 

January  24,  1840. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  tbe  annexed  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

ave  to  make  the  following  statement : 

1st  I  have  neither  sold  nor  exchanged  Government  drafts,  &c.,  for  notes 

.amy  denomination  of  the  late  Bank  of  United  States. 

3d.  On  the  9th  of  December,  1838,  at  Black  creek,  East  Florida,  I  ex- 

waged  a  Government  draft  for  $3)8,000  with  Major  John  S.  Lytle,  late 

^master,  by  taking  $18,000  in  notes  of  the  United  States  Bank  of  Penn- 

"vania,  and  his  receipts  for  $20,000 :  the  notes  were  20s  and  10s,  but 

wr  many  of  each  denomination  I  do  not  now  remember.    They  were 

Ironed  by  me  very  soon  after.    This  was  at  the  time  the  bank  paid  part 

its  debt  to  the  United  States,  and  we  were  authorized  to  receive  and  pay 

notes. 
3d.  I  have  never  had,  nor  seen,  post-notes  of  this  bank*  I  have  never 
<l  the  Government  drafts  received  by  me  as  a  disbursing  officer,  but  have 
her  placed  them  on  deposite  to  my  credit  in  the  Bank  of  America,  New 
»rk,  or  exchanged  them  with  the  Planters  and  Mechanics1  Bank  of  South 
-rolina,  for  such  funds,  including  a  large  proportion  of  gold  and  silver, 

were  suitable  for  paying  the  troops. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHfOSTOPHER  ANDREWS, 

Paymaster,  U.  &  Army*. 
<venera>  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General,  K  S.  Army,  Washington. 


wpy  of  a  tetter  from  Bt.  D.  A.  Wade,  late  acting  paymaster  United 

States  army,  to  the  Paymaster  General.  * 

Hartford,  Conn.,  January  25,  I840C 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  several  inquiries  made  by  the  honorable  Senate,  I 
tmld  most  respectfully  inform  you,  that  1  never  jsold  a  Government  draft, 


II 


■ 


I 

1 
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nor  paid  out  any  money  officially  (while  acting  as  acting  paym 
such  funds  as  were  furnished  by  your  department 

1  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

R.  D.  A.  WADE 
First  Lieutenant  Third  A 
Late  Acting  Paymaster  V, 
General  Towson. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  Daniel  Randall,  paymaster  I 

army)  to  the  Paymaster  General. 

\  Garry's  Ferry,  Fa.,  January 

•  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  circular  oi  the  11th  instant,  contains 

tions  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  sale 

of  Government  drafts,  and  other  Government  funds,  for  notes 

■  of  the  United  States,  1  answer  the  three  queries  therein  containe 

i  tive ;  but  it  may  be  proper  that  I  should  state,  that  I  deposited 

1  in  the  United  States  Bank,  in  the  years  1838  and  1839,  a  T 

received  by  me  on  that  bank,  and  that  the  amount  was  checke 

public  service  required  ;  and  that  I  also  deposited,  in  the  sar 

checked  the  amount  out  in  the  same  manner,  a  Treasury  dral 

lector  at  Philadelphia.    Each  of  these  Government  drafts  I  tx 

$10,000 ;  but,  not  having  my  accounts  and  papers  with  me,  I 

give  a  more  explicit  description  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen 

D.  RANDAI 
Paymaster  United  Stt 
General  Towson, 

Paymaster  General  U.  S.  Army. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  T.  P.  Andrews*  paymaster  0 

armyf  to  the  Paymaster  GeneraL 

j  Fort  Heilman,  Fa*,  Januarj 

;  General:  In  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  o 

.  Stales,  passed  on  the  30th  day  of  December,  1839,  and  your  le 

?  thereto  dated  the  1 1th  instant,  which  I  this  day  received,  I  rasp 

that,  within  the  period  mentioned,  I  have  had  no  transactions  i 
j  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  or  the  present  Bank  o 

I  States,  or  post-notes  of  either,  of  any  denomination,  or  any  ti 

j  which  those  resolutions  could  have  reference. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  sa 
i  T.  P.  ANDREW 

Paymaster  United  Sta 
General  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General  U.  S.  Army. 
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y  of  a  Utter  from  Major  Edmund  Kirby,  'paymaster  United  States 

army}  to  the  Paymaster  General. 

Pay  Office,  Brownvillk, 

January  29, 1840. 

:r  :  In  reply  to  your  circular  of  the  11th  instant,  calling  for  certain  in- 
ation,  under  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  December,  1839,  in 
rd  to  the  use  of  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  bon- 
report,  that,  on  the  7th  December,  1833,  under  your  instructions  of  the 
October,  I  transferred  my  official  account  from  the  branch  of  the  Urn- 
States  Bank  at  New  York  to  the  Bank  of  America,  where  1  have  kept 
L  the  present  time.  ' 

Lving  the  negotiation  of  a  Treasury  warrant  upon  the  United  States 
ch  bank,  at  St.  Louis,  in  October,  1834,  in  making  certain  payments  to 
m  in  Missouri,  I  have  had  no  transactions  whatever  with  the  Bank  of 
United  States,  or  any  of  its  branches,  since  the  transfer  of  my  account 
333. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY,  Paymaster. 
*ig.  Gen.  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General. 


j  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Richard  Bennett,  additional  paymaster 
United  States  army,  to  the  Paymaster  General. 

Washington  City,  January  30, 1840. 

r:  Your  letter  of  the  1 1th  instant,  transmitting  to  me  a  resolution  of 
Senate  of  the  30th  December  last,  and  requiring  me  to  furnish  the  in- 
ation  called  for  by  that  resolution,  came  to  hand  this  day,  and  1  have 
lonor  to  state,  that,  being  authorized  to  make  such  exchanges  as  would 
lost  satisfactory  to  the  troops,  in  order  to  effect  my  payments,  I  did,  on 
29th  September,  1838,  procure  from  J.  L.  Roberts,  Esq.,  at  Port  Cass, 
nessee,  the  sum  of  $16,000  of  the  notes  issued  by  the  present  Pennsyl- 
a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  which  1  gave  my  checks  at  par  on 
3ank  of  America,  New  York,  as  it  was  utterly  impracticable  for  me  to 
e  payments  to  the  troops,  not  being  able  at  that  time  to  obtain  Treasury 
s,  and  very  little  specie  could  be  had  there. 

received,  also,  at  par,  for  my  check  on  the  same  bank,  from  the  same 
leman,  J.  L.  Roberts,  Esq.,  on  the  3d  of  October  following,  at  Fort 
,  Tennessee,  the  further  sum  of  $16,000,  in  notes  of  the  Pennsylvania 
<  of  the  United  States,  to  enable  me  to  complete  the  payments  then  to 
lade. 

r.  Roberts  brought  with  him  letters  of  introduction  from  the  acting 
etary  of  War  (to  General  Scott,  I  believe),  as  well  as  to  several  dis- 
ing  officers  then  stationed  there.  When  these  exchanges  were  made 
le,  other  disbursing  officers  at  that  place  were  under  the  necessity  of 
ing  similar  arrangements  with  him  to  effect  their  payments.  The  offi- 
and  men  seemed  much  pleased  with  that  kind  of  funds,  as  it  was  con- 
red  the  best  bank  paper  in  circulation  at  that  time. 
3 
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The  denominations  of  the  notes  were  $100,  $50,  320:  ■ 
(amount  not  recollected)  wete,  from  necessity,  used,  as  su 
change  could  not  be  procured,  and  the  payments  were  no 
made  speedily,  as  the  troops  were  about  to  depart  Irom  the  C 
try  in  different  directions.  I  obtained  from  Charles  J.  Kortrsr 
Cass,  Tennessee,  on  the  22d  November,  1838,  the  sum  of  £ 
check  on  the  Bunk  of  America,  of  par.  The  funds  receive 
notes  on  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  like 
in  November,  1838,  from  Captain  John  Page,  agent  for  the  n 
Cherokee  Indians,  at  Fort  Cass,  the  sum  of  $20,000  in  note 
of  the  United  States,  that  sum  having  been  paid  by  me  to  Ca 
monton,  disbursing  agent  for  the  Indian  Department,  on  the 
1838,  by  direction"' of  General  W.  Scott,  to  aid  him  to  pay  th< 
dians  who  were  about  starting  for  Arkansas,  and  for  which 
refunded  to  me  by  Captain  Page. 

On  the  24th  June,  1839, 1  obtained,  at  par,  820,000  of  th> 
Pennsylvania  Batik  of  the  United  Stales  from  James  Hume 
vauuah,  Georgia  (for  which  1  gave  my  check  on  the  Ban 
New  York),  lor  the  accommodation  of  the  troops  in  Florida, 
and  men  expressed  a  desire  to  be  paid  in  that  kind  of  funds 
sidered  better  than  any  other  bank  paper  circulating  in  the  soul 
These  were  the  only  exchanges  that  1  recollect  having  i 
on  that  bank,  excepting  a  few  times  in  Florida  in  May  last, 
made  some  exchanges  by  proem  ing  small  amounts  of  the  mil 
ted  States  Bank  for  officers  and  discharged  soldiers,  who  wc-r 
ling  in  different  directions,  and  who  generally  preferred  that 
to  travel  with  :  the  exact  sums,  nor  the  persons  generally  fr 
tained.  I  do  not  recolli  ct,  but  these  exchanges  were  always  n 
I  hare  no  knowledge  of  ever  having  received  any  of  tin 
sued  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  now  in  existence,  t 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  BENN 
Addl.  Paymaster  United  A". 
General  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  Charles  Mapes,  paymaster 
army,  to  the  Paymaster  Genera/. 

Paymaster's  0 

Tallahassee,  P'tbruai 

Genkrjx:  In  answer  to  the  inquiries  made  pursuant  to 

of  the  Senate  on  the  3tith  December,  1839, 1  have  the  houoi 

I  have  never  sold  nor  exchanged  any  draft  or  other  Governi 

any  of  the  description  of  notes  mentioned  in  said  resolutions 

Having  been  in  the  Geld  since  the  13th  of  January  last,  1 < 

resolution  until  this  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  M 
Paymaster  United  £A 
GeiuwiAH.  Ttrw»os, 

Paymaster  General,  U.  S.  Knwy,  Wwhutctoit,  D.  I 
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>yof  a  letter  from  Major  Adam  D.  Steuart,  paymaster  United  States 

army,  to  the  Paymaster  GeneraL 

Paymaster's  Office, 
St.  Louis,  February  12,  1840. 

bneral  :  Upon  my  return  to  this  city  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  I  received 

r  circular  letter  of  the  lith  ultimo,  enclosing  certain  resolutions  of  the 

.ed  States  Senate,  passed  on  the  30th  December  last.    In  answer,  f 

»  the  honor  to  state,  that  I  neither  sold  nor  exchanged  the  Government 

te,  or  other  Government  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  the  Government 

rig  the  years  1838  and  1839,  for  notes  of  the  late  or  present  Baqk  o| 

United  States. 

taeg  leave  to  add,  that  I  have,  at  no  time  since  my  appointment!  sold  01- 

tanged  the  Government  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds,  or  my  <W* 

La  on  the  Government,  for  a  premium. 

rith  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ADAM  D.  STEUART, 
Paymaster  United  States  Army. 
cneral  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General  U.  S.  Army. 


2f  of  a  letter  from  R.  A.  Forsyth,  late  paymaster   United  States 

army,  to  the  Paymaster  General. 

Detroit,  February  14, 1840. 

■a :  In  reply  to  your  circular  of  January  1 1,  1840, 1  state,  in  reference 

sy  official  transactions : 

st.  That  1  have  never  received  or  paid  oat  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of 

United  States. 

d.  That  I  have  never  received  or  paid  out  notes  of  the  prestafrBayk  of 

United  States,  except  in  the  case  of  a  draft  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  f£ 

United  States  on  Mr.  Poe,  agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  e£. 

ftile,  in  favor  of  Captain  Casey,  acting  paymaster,  and  transferred  to  me 

^ebruary,  1839,  at  Tampa  Bay,  for  about  thirty-seven  thousand  seyeij, 

dred  dollars,  of  which  ten  thousand  dollars  were  received  and  paid  out* 

pecie,  and  the  balance  in  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uaitpd  States, 

vhich  ten  thousand  dollars  were  under  the  denomination  af  l«eatft 

3  paper  was  received  and  paid  out  by  me,  nnder  an  authority  from  t$p. 

retary  of  the  Treasury  and  Paymaster  General. 

?he  money  was  received  in  March,  1839. 

d.  That  I  have  never  received  or  paid  out  post-notes  of  the  fiHWOt 

ik  of  the  United  States. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

a.  a.  FGRsarm 

Seneral  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General  U.  &  Army. 
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'opy  of  a  letter  from  Major  Donald  Fraser,  paymaster  U.  S.  army,  to 

the  Paymaster  General. 

Tampa  Bay,  Fa.,  February  21, 1840. 

General  :  I  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo,  together 

th  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate,  of  30th  December,  1839,  and 

Bten  to  furnish  you  with  the  information  required  of  me. 

E  have  had  no  transactions  whatever  with  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 

ttes,  nor  with  any  agent  thereof,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839. 

[  have  had  no  transactions  whatever  with  the  present  Bank  of  the  United 

ttes,  nor  with  any  agent  thereof  during  the  years  1838  and  1839. 

[  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  respect  and  consideration,  your 

»dient  servant, 

DONALD  ERASER, 

Paymaster  U.  8.  Army. 
General  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General  U.  &.  A. 


jrtyofa  letter  from  Captain  Benjamin  WaUcer>late  acting  paymaster 

K  S.  army,  to  the  Paymaster  General. 

Fort  Jesup,  February  27,  1840. 

3ir  :  On  my  return  to  this  post  yesterday,  I  received  yours  of  the  11th 
Lmo,  annexed  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  30th  December  last,  re- 
i  ring  reports  from  disbursing  officers,  "  Whether  they  have  sold  or  ex- 
xnged  the  Government  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds,  or  their  own 
Lfts  on  the  Government,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839,  for  paper- 
»i)ey,"  <kc.  And,  in  reply,  I  have  to  report,  that  I  have  not,  during  the 
wn  specified,  or  at  any  other,  sold  or  exchanged  the  Government  drafts, 
'^▼eminent  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  the  Government,  for  any  notes  of 
»  late  or  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  any  description  whatever. 
C  would  remark  that  the  Treasury  drafts- received  by  me  were  always 
^sented  by  me,  and  paid  at  the  places  where  they  were  made  payable,  viz: 
*  Louisiana  banks  and  land  offices. 

The  very  small  amount  of  Treasury  notes  received  by  me,  Was  paid  out 
*he  officers,  soldiers,  and  sutlers,  direct,  in  as  equal  proportions,  with  spe- 
a  and  Louisiana  fcank -notes,  as  was  practicable. 

■  would  add  that,  during  my  service  as  acting  paymaster,  I  never  received 
paid  out  a  single  note  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the  United  States— 
^cks  being  generally  given  on  the  banks. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  WALKER, 
Late  Acting  Paymaster  U.  S.  Army. 
JSrig.  General  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 


pelled  to  mler  you  to  him  tor  the  denomination  ot 
from  me  $10,01)0  in  United  Slates  Bank  notes. 
This,  general,,  is  all  the  information  I  can  give 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obediei 

jr 

Capt.  and  Cotn.  Subs., 
General  N.  Towbon, 

Paymaster  General  U,  S.  Army. 


Copy  of  a  tetter  from  Captain  John  S.  Grayso. 
United  States  army,  to  the  Paymas 

New  Orleans,  L 
General  :  On  the  26th  February,  I  received  fi 
Treasurer  United  Slates,  the  following  funds  for  t 
for  1838,  viz : 

No.  276  to  No.  305,  30  of  $1,000  each 
No.  427  to  No.  486,  60  of  600  each 
No.  1,193  to  No.  1,392, 200  of  100  each 
No.  1,574  to  No.  1,773, 200.  of         50  each 

Amonntit 

Issued  on  war-warrant  No.  233,  in  my  favor ;  nisi 
collector  of  this  city  for  $10,000,  viz,  No.  3,204  pa 
Lieutenant  Cnsey  leaves  for  Tampa  this  after 
balance  of  325,000  being  retained  in  my  possessioi 
Lamed.    Mr.  Casey,  with  myself,  disposed  of  $1; 
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$23,500  in  Treasury  notes,  60s  and  100s. 
1,500  in  50s,  20s,  10s,  5s,  good  local  notes. 

I  will  require  $15,000  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  army,  and  wduld 
request  that  you  would  have  that  amount  sent  to  me,  $7,000  in  sped*, 
$8,000  in  Treasury  notes. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  B.  GRAYSON, 
First  Lieutenant  and  acting  Paymaster. 
General  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General,  Washington  city. 

A  true  copy : 

JOHN  B.  GRAYSON, 
Captain  and  Com.  Subs.,  late  acting  Paymaster. 


Paymaster  General's  Office, 
City  of  Washington,  May  6,  1840. 

Sir  :  Believing  that  the  resolution  passed  in  the  Senate  on  the  30th  of 
December,  1839,  embraces  disbursing  agents  like  myself,  I  have  the  honor 

0  state,  that  five  Treasury  drafts  for  salaries  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  in 
his  office,  were  sold  by  me  at  the  request  of  the  parties  to  whom  the  proceed? 
wlongcd,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839,  but  not  for  notes  of  the  late  6r 
present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  any  denomination.  Of  the  endorser!, 
ir  to  whom  the  drafts  were  ultimately  paid,  I  have  no  knowledge,  except  that 

1  was  myself  the  first  endorser,  the  draft  having  been  made  out  at  die  Treaft- 
try  in  my  favor. 

I  am  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

NATHIt.  FRtfE, 


General  Nathan  Towson, 

Paymaster  General. 


Chief  clerk  and  disbursing  agent. 


Surgeon  General's  Office, 

January  28, 1840. 

Sot:  In  answer  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  30th  of  December,  1839, 1  have  to  state,  that  said  resolution 
has  been  referred  to  surgeon  T.  G.  Mower  and  assistant  surgeon  B.  King, 
the  only  disbursing  officers  of  this  department  *,  who  have  reported  Chat 
they  have  not  sold  or  exchanged  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds,  du- 
ring the  years  1838  and  1839,  for  paper-money  of  the  descriptions  enu- 
merated in  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  inquiries  of  said  resolution  *>  and  that  they 
have  not,  during  said  years,  sold  any  drafts  of  their  own  upon  the  Govern- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  LAWSON, 

Surgeon  General* 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington. 


[  528  ]  40 

Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  March  24 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  December 
requesting  inquiries  to  be  made,  whether  disbursing  officers,  6 
sold  or  exchanged  Government  drafts,  or  other  Government 
their  own  drafts  on  the  Government,  during  the  years  1838  and 
United  States  Bank  paper,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  : 

That  inquiries  have  been  addressed  to  all  the  disbursing  offia 
department ;  and  it  appears,  from  their  reports,  that  no  Governnu 
or  other  Government  funds,  or  their  own  drafts  on  the  Governn 
ing  the  years  1838  and  1839,  have  been  sold  or  exchanged  for  t 
money  designated  in  the  resolution ;  also,  that  none  of  them  hi 
'  to  answer  these  inquiries  in  a  reasonable  time. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEfl 
Col.  6f  Chief  En 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 

In  the  Senate  op  the  United  Stat; 

December  31 

I  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requeste 

j  the  proper  inquiries  to  be  made  of  all  disbursing  officer?,  and  a 

1  all  contractors  (the  Post  Office  Department  inclusive),  to  ascei 

<  them  whether  they  have  sold  or  exchanged  the  Government  draft 

Government  funds,  or  their  own  drafts  on  the  Government,  d 
i  years  1838  and  1839,  for  paper-money  of  the  following  denomina 

1.  Bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  especi 
of  a  leas  denomination  than  twenty  dollars ; 

2.  Bank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars ; 

3.  Post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  espe 
of  such  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  one  hundred  dollars;  als 
denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  and  which  have  been  made  p 
more  than  sixty  days  after  date,  or  which  were  not  due,  or  which 
altered  by  the  pen ; 

And,  if  so,  that  they  report  the  times  and  places  of  such  sa! 
changes,  and  with  whom  made,  and  the  amounts  so  sold  or  excha 

Also,  that  the  President  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communici 
Senate  the  name  of  any  disbursing  officer,  agent,  or  contractor,  i 
fail  to  answer  the  foregoing  inquiries  in  a  reasonable  time ; 

Also,  that  the  President  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  commtinica 

Senate  a  list  of  such  Treasury  or  Post  Office  drafts  in  favor  of  c 

officers,  agents,  and  contractors  for  the  years  1838  and  1839,  as 

pear  to  have  been  sold,  with  the  names  of  the  endorsers,  and  to  wl 

Attest:  ASBURY  DICKINS,  Stt 


Pension  Office,  May  1 

h  8lRu  *u  obedience  t0  the  resolution,  of  which  the  foregoing  is 
aave  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  l 
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ressed  a  circular  to  each  of  the  agents  for  paying  pensioners  then  under 
ontrol  of  this  office,  asking  the  information  sought ;  and,  in  reply  to 
everal  inquiries,  they  have  all,  except  three,  declared  unequivocally 
they  have,  in  no  instance  during  the  years  1S38  and  1839,  either  sold 
changed  Government  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds,  for  bank 
i  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  bank-notes  or  post-notes  of 
resent  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  any  description  whatever  ;  nor 

they  sold  their  own  drafts,  not  being  authorize^  to  draw  on  Govern - 

le  exceptions  to  which  I  allude  are  the  agents  at  Jonesborough,  Knox- 
and  Pulaski,  in  Tennessee.  Their  answers  appear  to  have  been 
sd  with  a  view  of  affording  not  only  all  the  information  required  in 
graphs  numbered  1,  2,  and  3  in  the  resolution,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
shing'the  facts  necessary  in  order  to  a  proper  understanding  of  their 
aict  in  disposing  of  Government  drafts.  Their  letters  are  marked  A, 
id  C. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  EDWARDS, 
Commissioner  of  Pensions. 
*n.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


A. 

Jonesborough,  Tenn.,  March  9, 1840. 

b:  Your  communication  covering  the  resolutions  of  the  U.  S.  Senate 
e  30th  December  last,  is  before  me,  and  to  which,  according  to  your 
est,  I  proceed  to  answer. 
I.  The  distance  at  which  I  was  removed  from  banks  and  bank  facili- 

has  devolved  upon  me  (in  the  general)  the  task  of  raising  the  funds 
le  supply  of  my  office,  irrespective  oi  the  Government  drafts ;  and  after 
ng  the  same,  and  disbursing  the  money,  reimbursed  myself  out  of  the 
s  in  the  prosecution  of  my  business,  having  in  no  instance  sold  them, 
ther  of  them,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839,  or  prior,  or  subsequent, 
ash  of  any  description ;  but  almost  universally  after  paying  the  amount 
e  pensioners  of  my  own  funds,  vested  the  drafts  in  the  east  in  the  pur- 
e  of  goods,  instead  of  the  moneys  used  in  their  place. 
.  United  States  notes,  whether  of  the  old  or  new  bank,  and  whether 
mtly  payable,  or  prospectively^  in  this  interior  section,  have  been  in 
ilation  to  but  a  very  limited  extent;  hence,  in  my  payments  to  the  pen- 
;rs,  I  could  not  have  procured  them.  The  rule  I  adopted,  was  to 
mmodale  the  pensioner  with  such  money  as  he  called  for,  keeping  in 

in  all  cases  that  I  paid  equaUo  that  received,  whether  specie,  Treasury 
§,  or  the  notes  of  other  banks  at  par. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  K.  BLAIR, 

Pension  Agent. 
iMES  L.  Edwards, 

Commissioner  of  Pensions. 
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Aobnt's  Office,  East  ' 

Knoxville,  1 
Sir  :  Your  letter  under  date  of  ihe  21st  February,  has  I 
to  hand,  covering  resolutions  in  the  Senate  of  the  Unite 
with  your  request  that  I  should  furnish  your  office  with  n 
in  my  possession  touching  the  several  inquiries  contained 
of  the  Senate,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839. 

1.  Bank  notes  of  the  late  Bunk  of  the  United  State: 
notes  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 

Answer. — 1  have  paid  out  no  note,  to  the  best  of  my  i 
less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 

2.  Bunk  notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  State 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 

Answer. — I  have  paid  out  no  note,  i©  my  recollection,  o 
nation  than  twenty  dollars. 

3.  Post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  State 
any  of  such  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  one  huudi 
of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  and  which  had 
able  at  more  than  sixty  days  after  date,  or  which  were  nc 
bad  been  altered  by  the  pen. 

Anmocr. — I  hare  no  recollection  of  handling  such  t 
them  out  to  the  pensioners.  1  feel  well  convinced,  that  in 
ments  to  pensioners,  I  adhered  strictly  to  my  instructions  ' 
from  time  to  time,  emanating  from  the  War  Department 
money  I  was  instructed  to  pay  to  pensioners. 

I  have  paid  no  kind  of  money  to  pensioners  but  Tnsisni 
States  Bank  notes,  gold  and  silver,  during  the  years  163$  : 
can  safely  say,  that  I  have  made  four-fifths  of  the  dishu: 
sioners  in  gold,  silver,  and  Treasury  notes,  in  the  years 
United  States  notes  at  this  place  are  at  par  with  gold  and  si 
quently  asked  for  by  the  attorneys  who  draw  the  pension, 
venient  to  carry  than  silver.  The  drafts  heretofore  re 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  are  generally  too  large  fo 
to  purchase,  and  I  am  compelled  to  forward  it  on  to  the  « 
deposited  to  my  credit,  and  draw  on  the  deposite  as  I  find 
may  have  par  funds,  such  as  Treasury  notes,  gold  or  silver, 
notes,  in  such  sums  as  they  may  want  to  remit ;  and,  indi 
compelled  at  times  to  check  in  the  name  of  the  pension 
Specie  at  times  is  so  scarce,  I  am  unable  to  obtain  it  at  , 
Yet  I  have  been  more  fortunate  recently,  as  I  effected  an  < 
Government  draft  of  $9,250  for  specie. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  answer  all  the  inquiries  that 
the  resolutions  of  the  Senate,  inasmuch  as  I  could  not  am 
a  requisition  would  be  made  on  me,  and  having  or  taking! 
of  the  different  transactions  in  exchanges.  But  I  presm 
Congress  wants  only  the  general  result,  that  is,  thnt  the 
been  paid  in  sound  funds,  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  and  that  I 
speculated  on  the  Government  funds,  nor  the  pensioners, 
this  inquiry,  that  I,  as  agent,  have  not  made  one  dollar  by 
Government  funds ;  and  as  for  the  pensioners,  they  can  spei 
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1  I  presume  the  Secretary  of  War  would  have  heard  from  them,  if  I  had 
s  treated  them  in  the  payments  they  have  received  at  my  hands,  ere  this. 
Icourt  an  investigation  at  any  moment,  to  see  where  the  surplus  is  that 
s  in  my  hands.  U  will  be  found  where  it  was  the  4th  of  September,  1826, 
he  time  I  made  the  first  payment  after  my  appointment ;  it  is  either  dis- 
ced, and  in  vouchers,  or  the  cash  in  my  safe. 

n  reading  the  debates  of  Congress  on  the  resolution  to  pay  pension  agents 
lething  for  their  labor,  1  was  struck  with  surprise  at  some  of  the  members' 
iressions  on  the  subject,  that  the  surplus  money  on  hand  in  the  hands  of 
agent,  should  be  sufficient  pay  for  his  labor  and  safekeeping  of  the  funds 
he  next  semi  annual  payment.  Yet  the  general  impression  is,  that  we, 
agents,  shall  not  use  the  funds  of  the  Government,  and  speculate  on  them. 
Ic  what  a  situation  as  pension  agent  would  I  place  myself  in,  should  I  use 
funds  belonging  to  Government:  for  almost  all  the  time  I  have  been 
nt,  our  common  home  currency,  which  is  almost  all  that  is  in  circulation, 
md  has  been  at  a  discount  for  par  funds  from  5  to  1 0  per  cent.  I  ask,  in  the 
ne  of  goodness,  could  I  use  the  funds  with  a  profit  to  myself?  I  am 
lured  to  pay  money  equal  to  gold  and  silver  to  the  pensioners.  I  suppose 
agress  think  for  the  mere  safekeeping  of  the  funds  there  is  pay  enough. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  KING,  Agent. 
Fames  L.  Edwards,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  Pensions )   Washington  city. 


G. 

Pulaski,  March  4,  1840. 

Sir  :  Your  letter,  of  the  21st  ultimo.,  accompanied  with  the  resolution  of 
.»  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  the  30th  December  last,  came  to  hand 
Jterday.  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  have,  in  no  instance,  exchanged  the 
ivernment  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds,  or  my  own  drafts  on  the 
ivernment,  (and,  by  theby,  I  have  drawn  no  drafts  on  the  Govern- 
ing) for  neither  of  the  description  of  paper  money  embraced  in  the  first, 
ond,  and  third  inquiries  to  which  my  attention  is  called  in  the  resolu- 
n  aforesaid.  As  remarked  to  you  on  a  former  occasion,  I  have  made  an 
angement  with  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee,  at  this  place,  to  furnish 
!  with  gold  and  silver  for  all  the  funds  of  the  Government  forwarded  me 
disbursement,  which  has  been  invariably  complied  with.  I  beg  leave 
ther  to  state,  in  order  to  exhibit  the  whole  truth,  that  the  only  instance 
it  I  have  ever  used  any  of  the  funds  of  the  Government,  its  drafts,  or 
easury  notes,  was  in  the  spring  of  1838,  when  I  forwarded  to  Messrs. 
en  <fc  Grant,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  five  hundred  dollars  in  Treas- 
j  notes — to  supply  the  place  of  which  1  furnished  the  constitutional  cur- 
icy.     All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  submit. 

Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  MARTIN,  Agent. 
Fames  L.  Edwards, 

Commissioner  of  Pensions,  Washington  city. 
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War  Depii 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  A 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copies -of  communion 

from   1    to  8,  inclusive,  in  compliance  with   the  resolutic 

ate,  of  the  30th  December  last,  having  reference  to  the  sale 

Government  drafts,  or  other  Government  funds.     These,  1 

embrace  answers  from  such  agents,  &c.,  as  have  made  sale 

it  being  deemed  unnecessary  to  send  the  negative  replies  of 

I  also  submit  a  copy  of  the  circular  (No.  9)  which  was  tn 

different  agents  and  contractors  in  the  Indian  Department, 

10)  of  the  names  of  those  who  have  not  responded  to  its  req 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant 

T.  HARTLEY  CI 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


No.  1. 

Georgetown,  Janut 
Sir  :  Your  Letter  of  the  25th  instant  has  been  received,  a 
lution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the  30th  D 
thereto  annexed,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  Sta 
from  the  disbursing  officers  and  agents,  dec,  "  whether  they  h 
changed  any  Government  drafts,  or  other  Government  fund 
drafts  on  the  Government,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839, 1c 
of  the  following  descriptions : 

"  1.  Bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  i 
of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 

2.  Bank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 

3.  Post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  < 
any  such  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  one  hundred  dc 
less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  and  which  had  been  n 
more  than  sixty  days  after  date,  or  which  were  not  due,  or  w 
altered  by  the  pen." 

To  the  1st  interrogatory :  I  answer  that  I  did  not  sell  or 
Government  drafts,  or  funds  for  any  hank  notes  of  the  la 
United  States. 

To  the  2d  interrogatory :  I  answer,  that  I  did  make  some  ■ 
no  sales  of  Government  drafts,  for  the  bank-notes  of  the  p; 
the  United  States,  a  small  portion  of  which  were  for  a  less 
than  twenty  dollars. 

To  the  3d  interrogatory :  I  answer,  that  1  made  some 
Government  drafts  for  (he  notes  of  the  class  referred  to :  Tli 
dollar  notes  appeared  to  have  been  originally  intended  for  { 
small  in  size,  and  the  paper  very  thin  and  light ;  they  had  b 
ble  to  order  and  blank  day  after  date,  but  when  they  came 
the  words  order,  and  daps  after  date,  had  been  erased,  an 
inserted  the  words  "  on  demand  to  John  Rosa,  or  bearer." 
scription  likewise  applies  to  the  twenty-dollar  notes,  except 
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:h  larger,  and  the  paper  more  firm ;  the  fifty-dollar  notes  and  the  tens 
e  filled  up  in  the  usual  manner  of  bank-notes,  and  payable  on  demand 
earer  without  any  erasure. 

'he  amount  that  I  exchanged  was  from  $25,000  to  $30,000,  which  took 
e  in  the  summer  of  1838,  while  acting  as  disbursing  agent  in  the 
rokee  country  east,  and  was  made  with  Major  Charles  J.  Nourse,  at  the 
rokee  agency. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOEL  CRUTTENDEN. 
>n.  T.  Hartley  Crawford, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington. 


No.  2. 

Philadelphia,  February  8,  1840. 

r'ar  Sir:  I  received  your  favor  of  the  25th  ultimo,  with  a  resolution 
lied  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the  30th  December,  1839, 
i  ve  to  the  sale  and  exchange  of  Government  drafts,  <fcc,  during  the 
«3  1838  and  1839. 

.  answer  to  your  request,  I  will  state  to  you  the  particulars,  as  near  as 
~neroory  serves  me,  viz :  In  1838  I  received  from  the  Indian  Department, 
sr  C.  A.  Harris,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  for  all  rifles  de- 
<d,  Treasury  notes  (which  I  paid  to  my  son -in  law,  A.  J.  Bucknor,  at 
sralue,  for  money  due  him  by  me),  except  the  last  payment  in  August, 
S,  I  received  a  draft  which  I  exchanged  and  received  all  one-thousand- 
ur  notes,  except  fractional  parts,  of  the  present  United  States  Bank  of 
r^sylvania. 

1  1839,  under  your  superintendence  as  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
reived  two  drafts  on  the  customhouse,  which  I  exchanged,  but  received 

2  of  the  United  States  Bank  notes  of  any  description. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  DERINGER. 
*.  Hartley  Crawford,  Esq., 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  city. 


No.  3. 


Wyandot  Sub- Agency, 
Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio,  February  12,  1840. 

►  ir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated 
25th  ultimo,  with  the  printed  resolution  of  the  Senate  relative  to  the 
i  and  exchange  of  Government  drafts,  &c.,  during  the  years  1838  and 
». 

a  reply  I  would  state,  that  all  moneys  paid  out  at  this  agency,  during 
year  1838,  were  paid  by  Major  John  Garland,  late  principal  military 
Cursing  agent. 

The  disbursements  for  1839,  were  made  from  drafts  on  the  receivers  of 
}lic  moneys  in  this  State.  These  drafts  were  presented  at  the  land-offices 
which  they  were  drawn,  and*  paid  in  specie,  with  the  exception  of  a 
all  balance  (the  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Lima  having  exhausted  his 


1 1 


No.  4. 


Farminoton,  Miasounr 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recei 

(ion  of  the  25th  ultimo,  together  with  the  copy  o 

Senate  of  the  30th  December  last ;  mid,  in  answer 

Senate,  have  to  say,  that,  at  the  time  I  was  appoiuu 

.  $  |t  i  j  Osage  Indians,  I  was  directed  to  draw  money  iron 

■j  J  I  cock,  principal  disbursing  agent  at  St.  Louis,  Misso 

I :  r j  1  structed  io  turn  the  money  over  to  me,  as  the  servk 

at  one  time,  from  Captain  Hitchcock,  to  wit :  On  the 

three  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which,  I  believe,  was  i 

present  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  except  one  hund 

in  gold.     The  bank-notes  already  mentioned  were, '. 

embraced  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  which  1  r 

i  acted  as  special  agent. 

Very  respectfully,  you/  obedient 

T.  Hartley  Crawford, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  5. 

Choctaw  Aoat 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receit 

tion,  enclosing  the  printed  resolution  of  the  Senate 

Government  drafts  during  the  years  1838  und  1839. 

In  answer  thereto,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  1  h 

changed  any  Government  drafts  to  any  agent  of  tb 
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No.  6. 

West  Port,  Jackson  County, 

Missouri,  March  8, 1840. 

ir:  To  the  inquiries  of  the  United  States  Senate,  contained  in  your 
r  of  January  25,  1840, 1  answer,  that  I  received  requisitions  from  the 
it  and  sub  agent  on  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at  St.  Louis, 
ouri ;  that  1  have  sold  all  my  requisitions  here.  To  the  first  and  third 
iries.  I  answer  in  the  negative.  To  the  second,  1  answer,  that,  in 
'ruber  last,  I  received,  in  payment  of  a  requisition  of  Samuel  C.  Owens 
>-,  of  Independence,  Missouri,  several  bank  notes  of  the  present  Bank 
^  United  States,  amounting,  in  all,  to  about  $300;  and  all,  so  far  as 
^collection  serves  me,  of  the  denomination  of  twenty  dollars  and  up- 

i  ave  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  McCOY. 
Hartley  Crawford,  Esq., 

Commissiotur  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  7. 


Frederick,  Maryland,  May  7,  1840. 

r  r:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular,  dated 

January,  with  resolutions  of  the  Senate  relative  to  disbursing  officers. 

Viis  circular  never  reached  me  until  a  few  days  ago.     It  went  to  Port 

son,  and  back  to  Washington,  from  thence  to  this  place,  and  1  lose  no 

in  answering  it. 

tie  first  exchanges  I  made  were  with  Mr.  Roberts,  the  agent  of  the  pres- 
United  States  Bank.  The  amount  I  do  not  recollect.  I  had  drafts  on 
r-  Orleans,  and,  I  believe,  on  Cincinnati  and  New  York,  and  was  ma- 
r  some  preparations  to  get  them  cashed  at  the  several  banks  on  which 
p~  were  drawn,  but  did  not  know  how  to  do  without  the  amount  until  I 
id  send  for  it,  when  Mr.  Roberts  came  to  the  Cherokee  agency  (East] 
*  a  large  sum  of  money.  Exchanged  with  him  some  several  hundred 
ftsand  dollars,  and  gave  him  the  Treasury  drafts  on  the  different  banks, 
ts  authorized  to  do  it  by  General  Scott,  Mr.  Roberts  having  letters  also 
csh  authorized  the  same.  I  changed  a  small  amount  with  Mr.  Nourse, 
Washington,  and  gave  him  a  Treasury  draft  either  on  Louisville  or  Cin- 
anti.     All  this  was  exchanged  dollar  for  dollar,  and  paid  out  the  same 

• 

lost  of  my  large  payments  were  made  to  John  Ross.  I  gave  him  the 
Hs  as  I  received  them  ;  at  first,  he  declined  taking  them,  unless  I  would 
r  all  the  expenses  of  his  getting  the  money  from  where  they  were  made 
'able ;  this  difficulty  1  referred  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
1  was  directed  by  him  to  turn  the  drafts  over  to  Ross  just  as  I  received 
m.  I  did  so.  Ross,  I  believe,  got  most  of  them  cashed  by  Mr.  Robert^, 
I  some  by  Mr.  Nourse. 

The  Treasury  notes  I  paid  out  as  I  received  them.    I  never  sold  one  to 
j  person.    1  paid  most  of  them  to  Ross,  $150,000  at  a  time. 
He  sold  many  of  them  to  the  Tennessee  banks,  and  took  their  notes ;  thja 
ad  nothing  to  do  with.    I  disbursed  but  very  little  Tennessee  money; 
tat  I  did  was  received  at  8  per  cent  discount!  and  paid  out  the  same,  as 
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sers.  We  have  also  transferred  many  of  them  to  the  present  Bank  of 
United  States,  which  we  were  unable  to  avoid,  in  consequence  of  our 
aarrassed  situation,  and  under  which  we  are  still  laboring ;  by  which 
"were  forced  to  make  large  loans  of  said  bank,  at  a  high  rate  of  interest, 
veil  as  having  to  bind  ourselves  to  pay  in  specie  or  Treasury  drafts  ; 
-*gh  it  may,  perhaps,  be  well  to  mention  that  this  was  the  only  bank 
n  which  we  could  obtain,  on  any  terms,  a  sufficient  amount  of  money 
Wive  us  from  breaking  and  forfeiting  our  contracts  to  the  Government. 
Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

GLASGOW  <fc  HARRISON. 
Z\  H.  Crawford,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  9. 


War  Department, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  January  25, 1840. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  annex  a  printed  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Seriate, 
:he30th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  sale  and  exchange  of  Government  drafts, 
..,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839,  with  the  request  that  you  will  fur- 
h  the  information  called  for  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  as  the 
iwer  to  the  resolution  from  this  office  awaits  your  reply. 
Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

December  30, 1839. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  caus 
)  proper  inquiries  to  be  made  of  all  disbursing  officers  and  agents,  and 
contractors  (the  Post  Office  Department  inclusive),  to  ascertain  from 
3m  whether  they  have  sold,  or  exchanged,  the  Government  drafts,  or 
ler  Government  funds,  or  their  own  drafts  on  the  Government,  during 
i  years  1838  and  1839,  for  paper-money  of  the  following  descriptions  : 
L.  Bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  especially 
Les  of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars  ; 
2.  Bank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  espe- 
lly  of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars ; 
J.  Post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  especially 
f  of  such  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  one  hundred  dollars ;  also, 
a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  and  which  had  been  made 
fable  at  more  than  sixty  days  after  date,  or  which  were  not  due,  or 
rich  had  been  altered  by  the  pen ; 

ind,  if  so,  that  they  report  the  times  and  places  of  such  sales  or  ex- 
inges,  and  with  whom  made ;  and  the  amounts  so*  sold  or  exchanged ; 
Uso,  that  the  President  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to 
i  Senate,  the  name  of  any  disbursing  officer,  agent,  or  contractor,  who 
ill  fail  to  answer  the  foregoing  inquiries  in  a  reasonable  time ; 
llso,  that  the  President  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to 
i  Senate,  a  list  of  such  Treasury  or  Post  Office  drafts  in  favor  of  dis- 
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horsing  officers,  agents,  and  contractors,  for  the  years  1 
shall  appear  to  have  been  sold  ;  with  the  names  of  the 
whom  paid. 
Attest:  ASBURY  DICKI 


List  of  names  of  such  persons,  to  whom  the  annexed  circuit 
as  have  not  responded  to  its  ra/uirements. 

Hillsmnn  end  Tunni 
McCaller  and  Long, 
M.  Trudell, 
J.  M.  Skellon, 
William  Eu  banks, 
S.  Stephenson, 
Osage  chief,  Ke-he- 

Wm.  S.  Hunger  ford, 
Hiram  Rich, 
E.  Hart, 

J.  Throgmorton, 
Madeira  and  Humph 
Charles  Harris, 
Alfred  Olliver, 
Doctor  Smith, 
Free  Sexton, 
Clements  and  Bryan, 


D.  P.  Bushnell,    disbursing  agent. 

Cnpt.  J.  P.  Davis, 

do. 

Capt.  J.  P.  Simonton, 

do. 

Cap!.  J.  R-  Stephenson 

do. 

Capt.  R.  D.  C.  Collins, 

do. 

Stephen  Cooper, 

do. 

Congrave  Jackson, 

do. 

R.  A.  Calloway, 

do. 

Mont  fort  Stokes, 

do. 

A.  L.  Davis, 

do. 

Lewis  Cass,  jr., 

do. 

David  Baily, 

contractor. 

William  Causland, 

do. 

J.  C.  Halcomb, 

do. 

Lewis  Jones, 

do. 

Doalt  und  Tims, 

do. 

Charles  Bracken, 

do. 

John  Boulmare, 

do. 

Williamson  Smith, 

do. 

1Q.I1ARTKRM ASTER  GENERA] 
Washington  City,  1 

\\  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  7th  of  Jam 

\  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  of  December  last,  ami 

l  port  whether  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depa 

;  ■»  or  exchanged  Government  drafts,  or  other  Government  fm 

[     j.  drafts  on  Government,  during  the  years  1838  and  1839, 1 

1     j  of  the  following  descriptions,  viz: 

i  "  1 .  Bank-notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 

'  j  of  a  less  denomination  than  $20 ; 

I  "2.  Bank-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  State 

,  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  fAO; 

|  "3.  Post-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  Owted  StaMi 

I  Ibfy'siich  notes  of  a  leta'fletfohririallen  tmtn  $I0b;  «tsoofi 

j,  lion  than  $20,  and  which  bad  been 'made  payable  at  Wore 

)  after  data,  or  which  were  hot  dtW.'or  which  had  BewrrtKf 

t  JArid  ifsoythat  they  report  the  times'ami  phees  etsnCh  ran 

,|  ted  with  whom  rh«*,  «*d  the  abjoonts  MebJd  oVWcbhBgt 
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he  honor  to  state,  that  I  promptly  adopted  the  measures  necessary 
he  information  required.  I  have  received  answers  from  ninety- 
rsing  officers ;  ninety  of  whom,  whose  names  appear  on  the  ac- 
ig  paper  marked  A,  have  answered  in  the  negative :  four,  viz, 
.  S.  Dix,  Lieutenant  Colonel  T.  F.  Hunt.  Captain  3.  P.  Davis, 
enant  J.  H.  Vose,  have  answered  in  the  affirmative.  I  submit 
ers  numbered  from  1  to  4,  in  paper  marked  B. 
er  of  the  department  has  refused  to  answer  the  interrogatories 
d. 

he  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant 

TH.  S.  JESUP, 
Quartermaster  General. 
R.  Poinsett, 
relary  of  War,  Washington   City. 


A. 

Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washington  City,  May  11,  1840. 

owing  officers  and  agents  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  to 
sent  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  Decern- 
$9,  have  replied  in  the  negative  to  each  and  every  of  the  inqui- 
ned  in  that  resolution  relating  to  the  sale  or  exchange  of  Govern- 
s,  or  funds,  for  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States : 


3nry  Stanton, 

Assistant  Quartermaster  General 

ruemnn  Cross, 

do.                  do. 

:  Colonel  Henry  Whiting, 

Deputy  Quartermaster  General. 

c  Clark, 

Quartermaster. 

eas  Mackay, 

do. 

rles  Thomas, 

do. 

mel  MacRee, 

do. 

.  D.  Tompkins, 

Assistant  Quartermaster. 

.  A.  Waite, 

do. 

homas  Swords, 

do. 

.  H.  Crosman, 

do. 

R.  Dusenbury, 

do. 

.  H.  Vinton, 

do. 

.  B.  Alexander, 

do. 

.  Searle, 

do. 

.  Cross, 

do. 

P.  Heintzelman, 

do. 

R.  Irwin, 

do. 

.  M.  Clark, 

do. 

.  S.  Sibley, 

do. 

.  B.  Babbitt, 

do. 

.  A.  Terrett, 

do. 

.  E.  Clary, 

do. 

.  0.  Collins, 

do. 

.  R.  Hetzel, 

do. 
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Captain  E.  A.  Ogden, 
Captain  J.  M.  Hill, 

Assistant  Qua 

do. 

Optnin  D.  3.  Miles, 

do. 

Coptaiii  W.  S.  Ketcham, 

do. 

Captain  J.  H.  Stokes, 

do. 

Captain  S.  M.  Plnmmer, 

do. 

Captain  W.  M.  D.  McKissack, 

do. 

Captain  H.  A.  Fay,       M.  S  K., 

Agent  Quarterns 

Mr.  Charles  McKibben,    do. 

do. 

Colonel  J.  B.  Walbacb, 

do. 

Major  J.  W.  Ripley, 

Acting  Quartern 

Major  T.  W.  Lendrum, 

do. 

Major  J.  P.  Taylor, 

do. 

Captain  C.  Harding, 

Acting  Assistant 

Captain  H.  Garner, 

do. 

Captain  E.  T.  Sumner, 

do. 

Captain  G.  Andrews, 

do. 

Captain  W.  A.  Thornton, 

do. 

Captain  G.  J.  Bains, 

do. 

Captain  3.  A.  J.  Bradford, 

do. 

Captain  T.  Green, 

do. 

Lieutenant  W.  Root, 

do. 

Lieutenant  S.  H.  Drum, 

do. 

Lieutenant  L.  Pitkin, 

do. 

Lieutenant  F.  Woodbridge, 

do. 

Lieutenant  J.  Hooker, 

do. 

Lieutenant  J.  F.  Lee, 

do. 

Lieutenant  W.  S.  Henry, 

do. 

Lieutenant  J.  Williamson, 

do. 

Lieutenant  W.  Wall, 

do. 

Lieutenant  J.  H.  Bates, 

do. 

Lieutenant  A.  L.  Sheppard, 

do. 

Lieutenant  T.  L.  Brent, 

do. 

Lieutenant  F.  Cox, 

do. 

Lieutenant  E.  R.  S.  Canby, 

do. 

Lieutenant  D.  Davidson, 

do. 

Lieutenant  R.  C.  Edes, 

do. 

Lieutenant  A.  J.  Field, 

do. 

Lieutenant  R.  S.  Granger, 

do. 

Lieutenant  T.  B.  Gannett, 

do. 

Lieutenant  W.  B.  Green, 

do. 

Lieutenant  Th.  Hendrickson, 

do. 

Lieutenant  J.  H.  Hill, 

do. 

Lieutenant  A.  T.  Hoffman, 

do. 

Lieutenant  J.  H.  King, 

do. 

Lieutenant  E.  R.  Long, 

do. 

Lieutenant  J.  McKinstry, 

do. 

Lieutenant  D.  H.  McPhail, 

do. 

Lieutenant  G.  R.  Paul, 

do. 

Lieutenant  D.  H.  Rucker, 

do. 

Lieutenant  H.  Swartwout, 

do. 

Lieutenant  E.  J.  Steptoe, 

do. 
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V.  H.  Show,  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

[\  W.  Sherman,  do. 

r.  H.  Talcott,  do. 

.  B.  S.  Todd,  do. 

L  H.  K.  Whiteley,  do. 

j.  C.  Westcott,  do. 

).  P.  Whiting,  do. 

I.  W.Wharton,  do. 

L  B.  Marcy,  do. 

.  H.  Whipple,  do. 

V.  B.  Hay  ward,  do. 

V.  Alburtis,  do. 

f .  W.  Pattern,  do. 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP, 
Quartermaster  General. 


B  1. 


Assistant  Quartermaster's  Office, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  January  20, 1840. 

ve  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  yesterday,  of  your  communica- 
3th  instant,  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  annexed,  in  re- 
"  sale  or  exchange  of  Government  drafts  or  funds,  during  the 
ind  1839,  for  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 
►  the  quiries  therein  contained,  I  have  to  state  that,  during  the 
nd  1839, 1  made  repeated  deposites  in  the  Pennsylvania  Bank 
I  States,  of  the  Treasury  drafts  and  funds  which  were  placed 

for  disbursement,  a  number  of  which  drafts  were  on  the  said 
amount  of  these  different  deposites,  or  the  exact  time  of  ma- 
:  is  not  in  my  power,  at  present,  to  state.    By  reference  to  my 
t  the  bank  I  could,  at  any  time,  obtain  them, 
ids  thus  deposited  have  been  accounted  for,  and  were  disburs- 

on  the  bank,  which,  without  doubt,  were  paid  in  the  legal 
the  United  States,  or  its  equivalent. 

>f  a  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars  were,  to  my  knowl- 
time,  paid  out  by  the  bank. 

recollection  of  receiving  or  disbursing  notes  of  the  late  Bank 
1  States  of  any  denomination  whatever. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

R.  S.  DIX, 
Captain,  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
leral  Jesup. 
rtermaster  General,  Washington. 


B  2. 


Deputy  Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Garey's  Ferry,  February  19,  1840. 

:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  January  13,  accom- 
ich  were  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  December  30x  1839^1 


United  States ;  aud  on  the  6th  of  May,  I  receive* 
Sibley,  dated  the  4th  ;  with  the  letter  I  received  c 
notes  of  the  present  Bunk  of  the  United  States  of  t 
and  twenty  dollars.  Notes  oi  the  Bank  of  the  Un 
time,  as  acceptable  in  payments  that  I  bad  to  make 
cases  more  so. 

Vary  respectfully,  &C, 
THOMj 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Deputy  Qu 
t ! la  Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  S.  Jesuf, 

*""  Quartermaster  General,  Washington  Git 


fit 


B  3. 

Assistant  Quartrrmj 
Fort  Gihsoi 

Sir:  Your  letter,  dated  13th  January,  1840,  anr 
Senate,  relative  to  the  sale  and  exchange  of  drafl 
19th  instant. 

In  compliance  with  these  resolutions,  I  have  tc 
changed  but  two  Treasury  drafts  for  United  State: 
notes  on  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  c 
twenty  and  ten  dollars. 

The  exchange  was  made  for  one  at  Port  Gibson, 
ary,  1839,  with  J.  L.  Roberts,  Esq.;  amount  of  cir 
hundred  dollars,  being  Treasury  draft  No.  6,390. 
exchanged  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  in  the  mouth  < 
Rolierts,  Esq.;  amount  of  draft  nine  thousand  d 
draft  No.  8.256.  issued  on  war  warrant  No.  5.974 
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B  4. 

Fort  Towson,  Arkansas, 

March  4, 1840. 

Sir  :  To  your  letter  of  January  13,  1840,  annexing  resolutions  of  the 
^nate  of  the  30th  December,  1839, 1  have  the  honbr  to  reply,  that  I  have 
mvet  exchanged  or  sold  a  Government  draft  for  United  States  Bank  paper, 
accept  in  the  following  instance  : 

In  April  last  I  received  from  the  Treasury  Department,  a  draft  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States,  payable  by  Joseph  L.  Roberts, 
-jttle  Rock,  for  twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  1  received  that  amount  in 
<*uik-notes  of  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  the  denominations 
"tf  from  ten  to  one  hundred  dollars. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  VOSE,  Jr., 
1st  Lieut  3d  infantry^  A.  A.  Quartermaster. 
Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  S.  Jesup, 

Quartermaster  General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington^  D.  C. 


0NGKE88,  [  SENATE.  ]  r  £g9  j 


session. 


MESSAGE 


FEOM 


E  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


TRANSNDTTINU 


t  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
enate  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  Government  creditors  in  < 
ited  currency. 


JuNfe  5,  1840. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

npliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  the  30th  Decem- 
9, 1  transmit,  herewith,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  furnish  - 
inch  of  the  information,  called  for  by  said  resolution,  as  relates  to 
sutive  department  under  his  charge. 

M.  VAN  BDREN. 
[ington,  June5t  1840. 


War  Department,  June  4, 1840. 

[  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  reports  of  the  several 
of  this  department,  furnishing,  as  far  as  relates  to  them,  the  ifi- 
i  required  by  the  second  and  third  paragraphs  of  a  resolution  of 
te,  dated  the  30th.  of  December,  1839,  requesting  the  President  of 
id  States  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  Senate,  the  names  pf 
liich  have  refused  to  pay  the  Government  demands  in  specie  when 
d,  since  the  general  resumption  in  1838,  and  whether  the  depart- 
i  information,  or  reason  to  believe,  that  any  of  the  Government 
have  been  paid  in  depreciated  currency  during  that  period* 
espectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
resident  of  the  United  Stafes. 

/esjprinienT" 


[S29] 


Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  th 
information  in  relation  to  the  snspeu 
other  tlnin  what  is  derived  from  gem 
nor  do  we  know  that  any  bank,  cha 
lor  this  branch  of  the  department, 
when  demanded.  This  office  post* 
Government  credilois  have  been  pa' 
sumption  of  specie  payments  in  1>3 
would  authorize  the  presumption  th 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respe 

Hon.  J.  E.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


In  obedience  to  the  resolutions  of 
December  30, 1839,  the  Cotnmissai 

That  the  Moyamenning  Bank, in 
available  to  the  payment  of  the  clai 
specie-payment  on  the  9tli  Octobe 
banks  in  this  city.  The  public  credi 
of  their  claims,  the  current  bank-noi 
only  one  instance  occurred  of  any  ■ 
which  arose  from  the  contractor's  r< 
fetence  of  exchange  between  the  to 
not  persisted  in ;  out  as  it  was  fotn 
of  the  clothing  establishment  withe 
from  the  bonk,  on  transmitting  tl 
letter  was  addressed  to  the  War  D 
of  the  Treasury  should  order  a  dm 
Philadelphia ;  that  a  portion  of  the  n 
should  be  paid  in  specie,  to  discha 
subsequently  made  to  the  Mopame 
arrangement  to  furnish  as  much  s 
establishment  would' require. 

From  the  9th  October  to  the  31; 

Srith  the  exception  of  the  persons 
e  army)  were  paid  by  this  depart! 
at  their  per  value  in  the  State  of  F 
the  present  month  every  demand  h 
Respectfully  submitted. 


Hon.  J.    R,    PotNSBTT, 

Secretary  of  War. 


3  [  599  i] 

Surgeon  General's  Office, 

January  28,  1840. 

ir  :  In  answer  to  tho  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  of  December, 
~,  I  have  to  report,  that  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  any  bank  which 

3  refused  to  pay  the  Government  demands  in  specie  when  demanded ; 

wr  has  this  department  any  information,  or  reason  to  believe,  that  any  of 

»  Government  creditors  have  been  p:ud  in  depreciated  currency  since 

fe  general  resumption  in  1838. 

E  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  LAWSON, 
Surgeon  GeneraL 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War,   Washington. 


Paymaster  General's  Office, 

January  30,  184a 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement,  in  replvta 
et  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  of  December,  1839, 
□rich  requests  the  President  "  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  of  the 
apartments  have  infcrmation,  or  have  reason  to  believe,  that  any  of  the 
Dvernment  creditors  have  been  paid  in  depreciated  currency  since  the 
neral  resumptioa  of  1838." 

J  have  searched  the  files  of  this  office,  and  find  the  following  corre- 
ondence  relating  to  the  funds  in  which  the  troops  have  been  paid  since 
e  general  resumption  of  specie-payments,  which  took  place  in  the  month 

August,  l£3& 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  TOWSON, 
,  Paymaster  General 

Hon.  I*  R.  Poinsett, 
Secretary  of  War. 


$py  of  a  letter  from  IAeut.  Col.  J.  Green,  6tA  United  States  infantry, 

to  Paymaster  General. 

Headquarters,  Dist.  West  Suwaneb, 
Fort  Frank  Brook,  M.  F.,  January  30, 1839. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  kind 
'  funds,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  regular  troops  in  this  district  hate 
tely  been  paid.  Paymaster  Mapes  has  been  ordered  to  pay  in  checks 
awn  upon  the  Bank  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  this  he  has 
me  so  tar  as  the  officers  and  soldiers  would  receive  them.  This  method 
'paying  the  troops  (in  checks)  creates  much  embarrassment  to  the  pos- 
ssor,  for  the  reason  that  he  must  get  them  cashed  some  how  or  other, 
id  must  take  any  thing  he  can  get  for  them — such,  for  instance,  as  the 
>tes  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  at  Tallahassee,  which  in  the  adjpin- 
ig  States  arc  at  a  discount  of  at  least  ten  per  cent,,  and  the  bank  is  not 
specie-paying  bank.  The  soldiers  feel  this  inconvenience  much  more, 
;rnaps,  than  the  officers,  as  the  sums  they  receive  at  (he  pay-table  are 
merally  small,  and  they  have  no  means  by  which  they*  can  gel  their 


checks  cashed  except  through  pet 
mercy,  instead  of  giving  them  a 
miry  to  inform  you,  lias  occasion 
bare,  therefore,  felt  it  ray  duty  : 
well  assured  that  you,  sir,  will  do 
veniencc,  and  secure  to  the  toilwi 

I  hope,  sir,  you  will  receive  ft>i 
it  is  meant,  and  that  is,  merely  to 
hope  that  it  may  be  in  your  po 
payment 

I  am,  air,  with  great  respect.  y< 


Wen.  N.  Towson,  Pnymnster 


-Copy  of  a  latter  from  Lieutenant 
Adjutant  General,  and  referrt 


Deao 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  u 
the  payment  of  company  F,6th  r< 
of  its  captain,  I  command. 

I  have  to  complain  of  the  mam 
and  January,  1839,  by  Major  < 
•rmy. 

None  earn  their  pay  more  dear 
they  deserve  to  be  paid  in  the  bes 
regiment  of  infantry  has  been  pa 
in  checks  on  banks  at  a  distance  I 
In  August  last  it  was  paid  by  che 
checks  on  Charleston  ;  and  both 
We,  for  the  soldier  to  have  them  i 
hawks.  In  case  he  is  discharged, 
be  able  to  proceed  to  his  home ;  1 
are  paid  in  specie  within  forty  n 
Fort  Fanning),  the  paymaster  of 
-■and  silver,  while  we,  officers  anc 
-above  stated  contrary  to  our  wis! 
Italf  of  my  company,  at  the  last 
checks.  Not  knowing  the  proper 
believing  that  the  power  of  redres 
subject,  and  request  that  this  com 
-*ble  Secretary  of  War. 

Very  respectful]  j 

1 
General  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General  U.S.  A 

.    .pjamv- Tluaucwof  the  OK 

preen*  letter.] 


i5i»l 


Pay  Rosier  C 
Green* 


Paymaster  General's  Office,, 

March  2, 1839. 

tiR :  I  have  received  (and  thank  you  for)  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo. 
3  and  has  been  a  subject  of  much  regret,  that  the  department  could  not 
mire  such  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  as  they  desire.  The 
-requires  that  all  sums  under  $20  shall  be  paid  in  specie ;  but  the  banks 
which  the  paymasters  receive  drafts,  cannot  furnish  a  sufficient  amount. 
*iie  time  to  enable  them  to  do  so.  If  the  payments  are  made  by  check, 
L  these  presented  from  time  to  time,  as  they  will  be,  the  whole  will  bet 
eemed  in  specie,  if  desired;  and  when  the  troops  are  in  the  vicinity  of 
bank,  it  is  desirable  this  should  be  done ;  but,  when  they  are  remote,  I 
.  readily  perceive  the  inconvenience  attending  it  I  shall  write  to  Pan- 
sier Van  Ness*  today,  and  as  far  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  department, 
lall  be  remedied. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  TOWSON, 

Paymaster  General. 
iteut  Colonel  J.  Green,  U.  S.  A., 

Fort  Frank  Brook,  Florida. 


K*yof  a  letter  from  the  Paymaster  General  to  tlie  Adjutant  General. 

Paymaster  General's  Office, 

April  2,  1839. 

t  »*  I  herewith  return  Lieutenant  J.  B.  S.  Todd's  letter  of  the  13th 
c^h,  referred  to  me  with  a  request  that  I  would  examine  into  the  comi 
'fet  alleged  against  Paymaster  Mapes,  &c.  The  following  extract  frona 
letter,  written  yesterday,  to  Paymaster  Mapes,  will  show  what  I  have 

to  him  on  the  subject : 
K  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant  J.  B.  S.  Todd  to  the  Ad- 
rat  General,  complaining  of  the  funds  in  which  you  paid  the  company 
manded  by  him.  I  am  aware  that  it  was  not  practicable  to  pay  specie, 
^  seems  to  think  you  ought  to  have  done,  but  it  necessarily  must  be  in-i 
lenient  to  individuals  to  be  paid  in  small  checks  on  distant  banks.  The 
auctions  to  paymasters  'to  pay  checks  as  far  as  practicable,'  were  only; 
*ided  to  apply  to  officer's  accounts  who  are  willing  to  receive  them,  and 
%her  troops  when  in  the  vicinity  of  the  banks  furnishing  the  funds* 
Resume  you  can  procure  acceptable  money  for  drafts  on  New  Orleans; 
.  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  give  satisfaction.0 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  TOWSON,  Paymaster  General 
Stenernl  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General,  U.  S.  Army. 


•  Mistake  of  the  copying  clerk— should  be  Paymaster  SUpes. 


[  589  ]  6 

Copy  of  a  tetter  from  Paymaster  Charles  Mapes  to  the  Pi 

eral,  in  relation  to  the  complaint  made  by  LAtntenant  7 
ter  to  the  Adjutant  General,  of  the  13/ A  Marrh,  1S39,  t»: 
affidavits  oj  Lawrence  W.  Carroll,  Georg-e  Miller,  and  ■ 
L\llulgers. 

Pavmastkh.'.'s  Office,  Tali. 
Ajn 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  i 
enclosing  a  copy  of  complaints  made  by  Lieutenant  J.  B.  S.  Ti 
the  payments  made  by  me  to  the  6tli  regiment  of  infantry, 
ever  saw  of  those  charges,  Lieutenant  Todd  having  failed  in 
sending  me  a  copy. 

In  relation  to  the  payments  made  in  August  last,  you  mn 
justice  of  his  complaint,  when  I  pledge  myself  to  prove  tl 
placed  in  the  hands  of  bint  (Lieutenant  Todd),  at  the  pay-tahl 
checks  on  New  York,  and  that  he  (Lieutenant  Todd)  did  t 
pay  the  premium;  and  that  Mr.  Miller  (see  his  affidavit)  pi 
hands  of  Doctor  Mudison,  the  acting  assistant  surgeon,  loi 
Mr.  Briit,  the  acting  sutler,  also  paid  a  premium  for  them, 
was  made  as  advised  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  dUtri 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Green. 

The  payment  made  at  Fort  Frank  Brook  was,  as  lie  state 
Charleston,  South  Carolina.  My  instructions  were,  '-to 
when  practicable."  Colonel  Green,  when  reading  my  ordt 
authorized  to  order  me  to  go  after  money,  when  my  checks 
miitro  over  the  current  funds  of  the  country.  Mr.  Spaldin 
Fort  Frank  Brook,  agreed  to  cash  the  checks  when  presou 
it  is  ever  practicable  to  pay  in  checks,  I  should  have  dern 
they  command  a  premium  over  the  current  notes  of  the  co 
they  are  given.  I  reler  you  to  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Carroll. 
of  Mr.  Rutgers,  (he  paying-teller  of  the  Union  Hank  of  Tali 
ine  they  would  bring  a  premium  at  the  bank. 

I  must  now  ask  you  to  judge  how  far  this  officer  is  jnstil 
the  charges  he  alleges.  The  difficulties  he  speaks  of  at  Jai 
August,  183S,  were  removed  by  his  paying  a  premium,  with 
for  my  checks  on  New  York  with  current  funds  of  the 
checks  paid  at  Fort  Frank  Brook  would  be  redeemed  by 
bore  a  premium  in  any  town  in  the  Territory  where  the  sc 
thrown.  1  did  not  feel  authorized,  under  the  ciremmtaut 
funds,  nor  did  the  commandant  of  the  district  deem  it  prop 
Lieutenant  Todd  knew  my  orders  at  the  time  he  innde  his 
knew  (he  truth  of  every  word  as  above  slated. 

With  these  facts  before  you,  I  feel  I  cannot  be  censured, 
acquainted  with  (he  character  of  (he  chief  of  my  denurtmen 
will  let  it,  or  any  of  its  members,  suffer  unjustly.  Licuten 
asked  to  let  his  communication  be  laid  before  the  Hon.  Sect 
not  throiiirfi  the  commandant  of  his  regiment,  .  I  feel  evei 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  suffer  for  any  injustice  done  roe. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c, 

CHAS.  M 
-_     .  „  M  Paymaster  United  S 

General  N.  Towbon,  Paymaster  General. 


7  £r5*9  J. 

Affidavit  of  Lawrence  W.  Carroll 

r  y  op  Tallahassee,  County  of  Leon,  Territory  of  Florida  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Mr.  Lawrence  W.  Carroll,  who,  being  duly 
Drn,  depose th  and  saith :  That  he  is  doing  duty  as  paymaster's  clerk 
fi  Major  Mapes,  paymaster  of  the  United  States  army ;  that  he  was  in 
npany  with  Major  Mapes  when  he  made  the  payment  to  the  companies 
he  6th  regiment  of  infantry,  at  Fort  Frank  Brook,  Headman's  bay ;  these 
npanies  were  paid  to  the  close  of  the  year  1838,  in  checks  on  the  Bank 
Charleston,  South  Carolina ;  some  of  the  men  declined  receiving  their 
r,  alleging  as  a  reason  they  would  prefer  drawing  when  the  regiment 
uld  leave' Florida,  which  they  expected  to  do  in  the  spring.  Said  Gar- 
I  distinctly  heard  Mr.  Spalding,  the  sutler,  say  several  times  he  would 
~e  the  money  for  the  checks :  that  checks  on  Charleston,  at  that  time, 
re  a  premium  of  five  per  cent. ;  that  he  heard  Colonel  Gadsden  and  otheis 
5r  a  premium  for  them  ;  and  that  he  is  known  to  Mr.  Spalding's  receiv- 
r  a  premium  of  six  per  cent,  for  the  checks  given  at  that  payment;  that 
has  known  them  to  be  sold  from  that  time  to  the  present  date  for  a  pre* 
um  of  five,  eight,  and  ten  per  cent,  on  the  funds  of  this  place ;  that  he  is 
o  known  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Green's  reading  the  orders  received  by 
jor  Mapes,  and  of  his  saying  that  he  did  not  think  he  was  authorized  to 
'e  him  an  order  to  go  after  the  money,  when  his  checks  were  at  a  pre- 
am  over  the  current  funds  of  the  country ;  that  he  also  heard  Major 
pes  say  that  he  was  ordered  to  pay  in  checks  when  practicable,  and  he 
med  it  so  when  the  checks  bore  a  premium  over  the  current  funds  of 
country  ;  he  has  frequently  heard  officers  express  their  willingness  to 
give  Charleston  checks,  but  has  not  known  them  to  be  refused. 

L.  W.  CARROLL. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  10th  day  of  April,  1839. 

W.  H1LLIARD,  /.  P. 


Affidavit  of  George  Miller. 

ry  of  Tallahassee,  County  of  Leon ,  Territory  oj  Florida: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Mr.  George  Miller,  merchant,  of  St. 
irks,  Florida,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  :  That  he  had 
mey  due  him  from  some  of  the  companies  of  the  6th  regiment  of  infantry; 
it,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  same,  he  accompanied  Major  Mapes 
James's  island,  in  the  month  of  August,  1838;  it  was  understood  that 
ijor  Mapes  would  pay  in  checks  on  New  York ;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Teen  was  at  the  island  at  the  time,  and  desired  the  payment  to  be  made 
thout  delay.  He  further  says,  that  he  is  known  to  the  fact  that  Lieuten- 
t  Todd,  of  said  regiment,  was  furnished  with  Florida  funds  to  redeem 
id  checks,  and  did  redeem  said  checks  at  a  premium ;  that  Acting  Stitler 
itt  did  the  same ;  that  he  (Mr.  Miller)  did  also  get  as  many  of  them  as  he 
uld,  at  a  premium  of  four  and  six  per  cent. ;  and,  on  leaving,  he  left  funds 
th  Doctor  Madison,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  to  procure  all  he  could  get 
the  above  premium.  The  funds  used  by  Lieutenant  Todd,  Mr.  Bntt, 
d  himself,  were  the  notes  of  the  Tallahassee  and  Pensaoola  banks,  then 


the  bank  purchased  many  of  them  from  individua 
Yours,  respectfully, 

HENRY  L 
Major  Chab.  Mafes, 

Paymaster,  United  States  Army. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Parkhill,  Cashier  of  t, 
ida,  to  Major  Charles  Map 

Union  Bank  i 

Tatlah 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  check  of  Major  Char 

South  Carolina,  or  New  York,  would  have  sold  foi 

at  any  time  since  August  last. 

JOHN  I 
Major  Charles  Mapes. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Paymaster  General 
Mapes. 

Paymaster  General's  Oi 

Sir  :  I  hare  received  your  letters  of  the  10th  an 

papers  (herein  mentioned,  and  referred  them  to  the 

laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War  (if  Lieutenant  Tot 

to  him).    He  has  returned  them  with  the  following 

"  April  26. — The  within  report,  on  the  subjei 
complaint,  is  deemed  to  be  satisfactory; 

«R    TONR* 


E52*f| 


It 


fxtractfrom  a  letter  vtritten  by  Captain  B.  K.  Barmttn,  of  2d  infantry,  t* 
K  (he  Adjutant  General,  and  by  him  referred  to  the  Paymaster  General^ 
1  dated  Fort  GUman,  November  21, 1839. 

£  Ci  I  have  to  report  that  Acting  Paymaster  R.  Bennett  arrived  at  this  pott 
ssterday,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  my  company  G,  2d  infantry. 
"The  company  was  last  paid  by  Paymaster  P.  Muhlenberg,  for  sue 
j&toths,  up  to  the  30th  of  Jane,  1839,  in  bills  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
"'flich  money  is  now  mostly  in  the  men's  possession,  they  having  had  da 
2&&8ion  or  inducement  to  expend  it  here. 

#  "  Yesterday  Mr.  Bennett  offered  to  pay  the  company  four  months'  pay  in 
-.•ills  of  the  Charleston  banks,  of  denominations  from  $20  down  to  $2,  giving 
T.I  each  man  one  five-dollar  goldpiece ;  the  men  refused  to  receive  their 
^loney,  and  Mr.  Bennett  left  the  post  without  paying  the  company." 


extract  of  a  letter  from  late  Additional  Paymaster  Richard  Bennett  f* 
the  Paymaster  General,  dated  November  25, 1S39. 

"  1  paid  Captain  Morris's  company,  of  the  2d  infantry,  at  Fort  Moniac, 

ut  Captain  Barn  urn's  company  declined  being  paid  after  I  arrived  at  Fort 

'vilmer,  although  I  had  previously  written  and  informed  him  the  precise 

ind  of  funds  I  should  have  to  pay  his  men  with,  and  requested  him  to 

/rite  me  at  Moniac,  and  say  whether  he  wished  me  to  go  and  pay  them. 

:Ie  answered  my  letter,  and  said  he  did  wish  me  to  come  and  pay ;  and  I 

Accordingly  went  up.     On  my  arrival,  he  concluded  his  men  had  better 

uot  be  paid,  and  went  out  and  consulted,  and  determined  not  to  have  them 

ziaid  ;  he  said  he  should  write  to  the  Adjutant  General,  and  let  him  know 

hat  the  paymaster  came  there  to  pay  his  men  in  paper-money  ;  this  he  was 

rnformed  of  beforehand,  and  of  the  very  kind  of  paper,  saying  I  would  give 

jach  man  one  gold  piece  of  $5. 

11  Colonel  Andrews  paid  me  nothing  but  Charleston  money,  and  placed  in 
uy  hands,  to  pay  volunteers  and  regulars,  between  $60,000  and  $70,000, 
>n  the  Planters  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Charleston.  I  told  him  1  was  sorry 
16  cashed  his  drafts  in  that  money ;  he  said  it  was  perfectly  good,  Ac.  I, 
>f  course,  had  to  take  it,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  pay  out  what  I  have  ;  but 
f  objection  should  be  made.  I  must  insist  on  Colonel  Andrews's  taking  it  back. 
f.  have  paid  out  $13,009  or  $14,000  of  it." 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Paymaster  General  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Paymaster  General's  Office, 

November i%  1839. 

Sir  :  I  presume  the  paragraph  in  a  St.  Louts  paper  refer*  in  part  to  a 
draft  of  $90,000,  exchanged  by  Paymaster  Rector  for  paper  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  The  circumstances,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  them, 
tire  as  follows  : 

On  the  second  of  October,  I  recommended  that  sum  to  be  famished  him 
for  the  payment  of  the  troops  in  hi*  district!  principally  stationed  at  Fort 


that  ii  would  in  any  way  interfere  wiin  the  nrra 
merit,  he  must  endeavor  to  <jet  possession  of  the  i 
action.  He  alierward  informed  me  that  he  lin 
the  subject,  who  told  him  lie  li.id  no  objection  < 
before  the  suspension  of  specie- payments  by  the  1 
still  of  opinion  that  the  notes  will  lie  more  ace 
specie,  and  thut  he  will  be  ulle  to  dispose  of  lliei 
chants  at  a  premium. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  TOWSOi 

HOD.  J.  R.  PlllNSKTT- 

Secrelary  tif  War. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Paymaster  General  to 
Rector. 
I'wmwtkk  Gu; 

Sir:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Sec 
lion  of  the  exchange  you  nuuleof  the  Treasurer's 
Bank  of  the  United  States'  notes.  This  explanat 
agraph  in  the  St.  Louis  paper  concerning  the  ti 
in  letters  addressed  to  the  Secretary  on  the  s 
answer  any  further  inquiries  that  nuiy  he  made 
mcate  to  me,  as  soon  as  you  receive  this,  how 
money;  whether  you  exchanged  any  part  of  it 
cie ;  and  on  what  terms  it  was  exchanged  ;  wr 
it  willingly,  or  objected  to  be  paid  in  it ;  and  ol 
commanding  officer,  and  sutler,  written  opinio 
Gibson,  of  the  United  Stales  Bank  paper,  as  cot 
and  after  the  suspension  of  specie -payments  I 
them  to  me,  with  anv  other  statements  tu  ex 


J 

*JZplracts  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Wharton  Rector,  paymaster 
::   Paymaster  General,  dated  Van  Buren,  Arkansas,  December  22, : 

^  "  I  this  day  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  several  communis 
seated  November  1,  4,  9,  and  11,  together  with  a  copy  of  your  lc 
•lie  Secretary  of  War,  dated  November  2. 

mx  u  The  United  States  paper  was  willingly  received  by  all,  and  is 
-<ed  to  any  other  paper  that  could  have  been  paid  in  this  quarter 
the  specie  which  was  required  to  make  the  payments,  I  procured 
-  Jnited  Stales  paper  at  par.  The  statement  of  the  sutler  and  comn 
officer  will  be  forwarded  by  the  next  mail.'9 


VC 


ftyy  °f  a   tetter  from  Paymaster  Wharton   Rector  to  the  Pq 
7  General. 

Van  Buren,  Arkansas, 
&  December  23, 

;   General  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  statement  of  the  most  respectal 

Jhants  of  this  place  in  relation  to  the  value  of  the  notes  of  the 

-States  Bank  in  this  country.     For  the  character  of  the  gentlem 

signed  this  paper,  I  refer  you  to  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier  and  W.  S. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  RECTOR, 
Paymaster  U.  S.  J. 
Gen.  N.  Towson, 

Paymaster  General, 

Washington  city. 


Van  Buren,  Arkansas 
December  23, 

« 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  this  morning  is  at  hand,  together  with  a  cc 
tetter  to  you  from  General  N.  Towson,  Paymaster  General,  inqui 
relative  value  of  United  States  notes  as  compared  with  specie  in  this 
the  country.  In  reply,  I  can  assure  you,  the  notes  of  the  Unitec 
Bank  are  at  this  time  equal  to  specie,  and  within  the  last  five  days. 
seen  a  premium  of  two  per  cent,  paid  for  them  over  specie, 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  <fcc, 

JOHN  DREN1 
Col.  Wharton  Rector, 

Paymaster  United  States  Army. 

We  concur  in  the  above  statement. 

SAMUFA-  VA 
SAML.  TAGI 

I  consider  the  paper  of  the  United  States  Bank,  Philadelphia,  as  • 
specie,  and  preferableto  any  other  bank  paper  that  can  be  circulates 
country. 

J.  A.  SC( 
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Sntrmet  of  a  letter  from  Paymaster  Rector  to  the  Paymtu 
dated  Van  Bvren,  Arkansas,  January  1,  1840. 

a  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  Sutler  Nowland's  l< 
relation  to  the  funds  paid,  by  me  to  the  troops  at  Fort  Gibson 
roent,  signed  by  the  general  and  Major  Riley." 


Fobt  Gibson,  Deumbe 

Dear  Colonel  :  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able,  in  n 

coverinj  a  communication  from  the  Paymaster  General's  Off; 

the  questions  therein  contained,  regarding  the  kind  of  funds  n 

the  troops  at  this  post. 

The  money  paid  by  you.  was  United  States  Bank  paper  and 
gave  full  and  entire  satisfaction  to  all.  You  could  not  have  pai 
paper  that  would  have  given  the  same  satisfaction,  save  thai 
notes,  United  States  Bank  paper  previous  to  the  suspension  c< 
been  procured  in  this  country  under  from  2£  to  5  per  cent.  | 
at  this  time  silver  can  be  procured  for  it  at  par  wherever  fouo 
Had  you  offered  St.  Louts  money  at  the  payment,  I  am  ce 
not  hare  given  satisfaction  to  officers  oi  men,  and  as  to  myself 
aware,  I  could  not  have  converted  itintoenstem  funds  withoul 
Yours,  respectfully, 

E.  W.  B.  NOV 
f 
Paymaster  Rector, 

Van  fiuren,  Arkansas. 

We  concur  in  (he  statement  within  made  by  Sutler  Mowlam 

M.   AKBUC 

Brevet  Brig.  Gentrt 

B.  RILEY, 

Major  4th  Infantry,  t 


War  Depart* 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  Marc 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  so  much  (viz,  the  last  clause)  of  the  res 

Senate  of  the  30th  December  last,  referred  by  you  for  a  repc 

honor  to  stale,  that  this  office  is  not  in  possession  of  any  u  ink 

has  it  ■<  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  the  Government  credit 

paid  in  depreciated  currency  since  the  general  resumption  of 

Very  resw-ctfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  HARTLEY  C& 
Hon.  J.  K.  Poinsett,  Secretary  of  War. 
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Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  March  24,  1840. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  dated  Decem- 
er  30,  1839  (copy  of  which  is  herewith),  as  requires  "the  names  of  all 
anks  which  have  refused  to  pay  the  Government  demands  in  specie  when 
emanded,  with  all  the  circumstances  of  such  failure,  and  the  correspond- 
nee  to  which  it  led,  since  the  general  resumption  of  1838 ;"  also,  infornia- 
ion  "  whether  any  of  the  Government  creditors  have  been  paid  in  depre- 
iated  currency  since  the  general  resumption  of  1838,"  I  have  the  honor  to 
eport,  that  inquiries  have  been  addressed  on  the  subject  to  all  the  officers 
ud  agents  of  this  department,  who  have  all  replied  promptly  to  the  same. 

The  only  banks  reported  as  having  refused  to  pay  the  Government  de- 
aands  in  specie,  when  required,  are :  the  Moyamensing  Bank,  of  Phila- 
lelphia ;  the  Exchange  Bank,  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island  ;  and  the  Bank  of 
lissouri,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Copies  of  the  correspondence  growing  out  of  the  refusal  of  the  Moya- 
sensing  Bank,  and  of  the  letters  of  Lieutenant  Mason  and  Major  Ogden, 
iforraing  the  department  of  the  refusal  of  the  Newport  and  St.  Louis 
anks,  are  enclosed  herewith,  as  required. 

It  appears  that  "  the  Government  creditors  have  been  paid  in  depreciated 
urrency  "  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  by  Lieutenant  J.  L.  Mason,  in  conse- 
uence  of  the  suspension  of  the  Exchange  Bank  above  mentioned. 

Philadelphia — by  the  Moyamensing  Bank  (it  is  presumed.  See  Lieu* 
*nant  Meigs's  letter  herewith). 

Mobile,  Alabama — by  Captain  J.  G.  Barnard.    (See  his  letter  herewith.) 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN, 
Chief  Colonel  and  Enginee 

Hon  J.  R.  Poinsett,  Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Adams,  January  14,  1840. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  covering  copies  of  two  resolutions  pass- 
d  by  the  Senate  on  the  30th  ultimo,  has  been  this  day  received. 

On  the  subject  of  the  first  resolution,  I  have  to  state,  1st.  That  from 
he  commencement  of  my  disbursing  agency  in  July,  1839,  until  the  sus- 
>ension  of  the  Newport  Exchange  Bank  in  October,  1839,  and  from  the 
ime  that  Bank  resumed  specie-payments  (about  the  last  of  November)  until 
he  present  moment,  every  Treasury  draft  received  by  me  was  endorsed  and 
nade  payable  to  the  cashier  of  that  bank,  who,  in  every  case,  gave  me  credit 
or  a  deposite  in  amount  exactly  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  draft. 

2d.  That  during  the  suspension  of  the  Newport  Exchange  Bank  in  Oc- 
iober  and  November,  1  received  four  Treasury  drafts ;  one  of  them  being 
ipon  the  Bank  of  America  in  New  York  (K  specie-paying  bank),  was  col- 
lected by  me  in  the  notes  of  that  bank,  and  the  three  others  were  paid  to  xpe 
in  gold  by  the  collectors  against  whom  they  were  drawn. 

3d.  That  I  have  never  disposed  of  Go  verupent  drafts  in  apy  other  fpofcs 
Khan  these  aboramemioqetf . 

On  the  subject  of  the  sgqond  ipsotatiop,  I  have  to  fixate.  1st.  TtoJLAe 
Newport  Exchange  B**^w  wk&lk&A  jdapmta  ofjixrat  fSyfwtt/ft 


I 
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'heir  accounts  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1839,  recently  rendered,  will  show 
"hat  these  payments  have  been. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 
Col.  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Engineer  Department, 
WasMngton,  October  22, 1839. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  you  will  find  copies  of  two  letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
10  Treasury — one  of  May  26,  1837,  to  the  President;  the  other  of  Octo- 
ber 15, 1839,  to  the  Secretary  of  War — both  on  the  subject  of  the  depos- 
es of  public  funds  during  the  suspension  of  specie-payments. 

You  will  please  ascertain,  1st.  If  the  Moyamcnsing  Bank  is  willing  to 
oake  the  payments,  for  the  works  under  your  charge,  in  specie ;  2d.  If 
tot,  whether  there  is  any  sound  bank  in  "Philadelphia  that  will ;  3d.  In 
he  event  of  there  being  no  such  bank,  whether  the  Moyamensing  Bank 
trill  enter  into  the  obligation  designated  in  the  second  provision  of  the 
Secretary's  letter  to  the  President,  viz :  to  make  payments  required  punc- 
ually  in  such  kind  of  money  as  was  placed  in  said  bank.  You  will  re- 
port without  delay  to  the  department,  to  the  end  that  measures  may  be 
aken  to  secure  the  public  payments  referred  to  if  possible  in  specie. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  TOTTEN, 


Henry  Belin,  Esq., 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 


Colonel  and  Chief  Engineer. 


Moyamensing  Bank, 
Philadelphia,  October  26, 1839. 

Sir  :  I  answer  your  inquiry  of  this  day  by  observing  that  the  Mojra- 
nensing  Bank  has  performed,  for  several  years,  the  duties  of  disbursing 
agent  for  Forts  Delaware  and  Mifflin,  the  breakwater,  &c. ;  and,  in  order 
to  perform  the  duties,  kept  and  paid  a  clerk,  and  took  the  responsibility 
ma  risk  of  settlements. 

As  disbursing  agent,  the  Moyamensing  Bank  received  no  compensation 
for  a  year  past  The  deposites  for  the  disbursements  being  small,  and  im- 
mediately paid  over,  therefore  no  use  could  be  made  of  the  money  for  dis- 
counting notes ;  and  the  accouuts,  although  unprofitable,  were  retained, 
in  expectation  of  receiving  larger  deposites  in  future.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, the  board  of  directors  of  this  bank  do  not  calculate  that  specie  will 
now  be  demanded  on  balances  on  hand,  when  events  not  under  their  con- 
trol produced  a  general  suspension  of  specie-payments  in  this  city. 

The  Moyamensing  Bank  will  receive  on  special  deposite,and  make  pay- 
ments, in  such  kind  of  money  as  will  in  future  be  placed  (here ;  but  as 
'* '  new  mode  will  prevent 'the  bank  froin  using  the  mdney  thus  spebifd- 


Colonel  J.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer,  Washington. 


Pkiudeli 

Sir  '.  Your  letter  ol'  tlic  23d  instant  was  recc 
the  24th,  owing  to  some  mistake  at  the  post  ot 

I  have  presented  my  account  for  services  rei 
from  the  1st  of  October  to  the  24th  of  No  vein b( 
days,  at  $6  per  diem,  equal  to  $330),  to  the  Mo 
the  Engineer  Department,  and  payment  for  thi 
in  bank-bills,  which  are  at  a  depreciation  of  1 
currency.  These  bills  I  declined  taking",  and 
be  paid  in  such  funds  as  the  regulation  directs 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedic 

Colonel  J.  G.  Tottem, 

Chief  Engineer,  Washington,  I).  C 


■)  j-  Wasfiis 

\  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  circular  of  the  I 

\  !  the  Engineer  Department,  transmitting  two  reso 

|  |  United  States,  requiring  certain  information  fro 

]  [  regard  to  the  sale  of  Government  drafts  during 

f  have  to  state : 

'  r  1.  That  I  have  never  sold  a  Government  dra 
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!xe  draft  was  applicable  to  the  improvement  of  the  Dog-river  bar ;  and 
e  sale  was  made  because  the  contracts  and  estimates  for  this  work,  and 
the  Choctaw  pass,  were  necessarily  founded  upon  the  existing  cur- 
icy ;  inasmuch  as  a  large  amount  of  the  funds  applicable  to  the  latter 
xk  was  lying  in  the  bank  just  mentioned,  and  was  only  available  in  the 
ra  of  its  notes. 

With  regard  to  the  second  resolution  of  the  Senate,  I  have  no  infbrma- 
n  to  give. 
C  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 
ZJolonel  J.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Ordnance  Office,  March  30, 1840. 

3ir  :  In  reply  to  the  second  paragraph  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
fthe  United  States  of  December  30,  1839, 1  have  the  honor  to  state,  that 
refusal  of  the  kind  referred  to  has  taken  place  with  regard  to  any  de- 
fend made  by  the  disbursing  officers  of  this  department 
■n  reply  to  the  last  part  of  the  said  resolution  relating  to  Government 
editors  having  been  paid  in  depreciated  currency  since  the  general  sus- 
nsion  in  1838,  this  department  has  no  knowledge,  nor  has  it  reason  to 
Jeve  that  any  such  payments,  as  referred  to,  have  been  made.  It  ap- 
ws,  on  the  last  cash  account  of  the  paymaster  at  Harper's  ferry  armory, 
ml  the  Government  is  credited  with  $1,697  76,  as  the  net  amount  of 
smiums  op  $20,000  of  Treasury  drafts,  sold  in  November  last;  from 
ftich  circumstance  it  is  inferred  that  the  $20,000  have  been  paid  to  the 
•vernment  creditors  in  Bank  paper  current  at  that  place,  and  the  differ- 
■ce  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  to  instruc- 
ts of  the  War  Department,  dated  August  10, 1837. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  TALCOTT, 
Lieut.  Col.  Ordnance. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  7, 1840. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  that  portion  of  the  resolution  pf  the  Senate  of  30th 
tcember,  1839,  relative  to  Government  creditors  being  paid  in  depre- 
tted  currency  since  the  general  resumption  in  1838, 1  have  the  honor 
report  that  this  department  has  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  the 
ivernment  creditors  have  been  paid,  by  its  agents,  in  depreciated  cur* 
icy  since  the  general  resumption  in  1838. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOOK, 
Acting  Com.  Gen.  Subs* 
Bon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Bureau  of  Topographical  I 
Washington 
Sir  :  In  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  December  3 
information,  there  is  a  paragraph  in  the  following  words 
"  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  of  the  der, 
formation,  or  have  reason  to  believe,  that  any  of  the  Goi 
'••)  have  been  paid  in  depreciated  currency  since  the  gem 

"  1838." 

In  answer  thereto,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  hai 
nor  have  I  reason  to  believe,  that  any  agent  of  this  bnrei 
meats  in  a  currency  of  the  kind  referred  to. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  se 

CoL  T 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


QOARTEHMABTEB  GENERAL'; 

Washing  ton  city, 
Str  :  Under  the  last  clause  of  the  second  resolution  of 
30th  of  December  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  t 
tion  of  any  of  the  creditors  of  the  public  having  been  pa 
currency  since  the  general  resumption  in  1836,  except  tl 
to,  in  my  report  of  the  12th  instant,  of  notes  of  the  Bai 
States  having  been  received  and  paid  by  certain  officers  oi 
therein  named  ;  but,  from  information  received  this  roornii 
to  believe  that,  shortly  after  the  last  suspension  of  spec 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis  of  this  city  paid  several  of  the  pub 
of  their  claims  in  the  paper  currency  of  this  District  1 
from  Captain  Uetzel  on  the  subject :  and 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
TH.  S. 
Quarttrmo 
Bon.  J.  ft.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  city. 


Assistant  Quartermaster'* 
Washington,  D.  C.,  1 
General  :  A  short  rime  previous  to  the  suspension  of 
in  1839, 1  entered  into  contracts  with  Messrs.  Lambert  & 
F.  A  N.  H.  Dodge,  of  Georgetown,  for  the  delivery  of  ft 
Before  the  shipments  were  made,  toe  hanks  suspended,  an 
mv  disposal  were  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  Melropo 
The  hank,  I  understood,  refused  to  pay  specie  on  my  ebei 
cashier  satisfied  the  check-holders  by  paying  them  a  pro 
Some  complaint  was  made  to  me  at  the  lime  by  the  persoi 
•cqnence  of  the  refusal  of  the  hank  to  pay  specie,     Ikifo 
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*8  not  in  my  power  to  remedy  it ;  that  I  had  not  foreseen  that  the  bank 
ould  suspend,  and  that  I  could  only  pay  them  the  amount  of  their  claims 
i  checks  on  that  bank.  I  had  about  $20,000  on  deposite ;  at  the  time  of 
hich  upward  of  $10,000  belonged  to  the  Ordnance  Department.  As 
ron  as  this  sum  was  exhausted,  the  directors  of  the  bank  bound  themselves 
-  me  to  pay  specie  on  my  checks  if  an  equivalent  was  deposited,  and  ever 
nee  check-holders  have  received  specie  or  drafts  on  New  York  at  their 
>tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  HETZEL, 
Capt.  and  AsiU  Quartermaster. 
Haj.  Gen.  T.  S.  Jesup, 

Quartermaster  General. 


Congress,  [SENATE.]  f  £30 1 


t  Session. 


REPORT 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OP  WAR, 

TRUffnUTTINO 


mpliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  a  copy  of  Captain  Sanders's 
report  on  the  improvement  of  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river. 


June  5, 1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department,  June  4, 1840. 

r  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  communication  of  the 
f  Engineer,  enclosing  a  copy  of  Captain  Sanders's  report  of  February 
840,  on  the  practicability  of  improving  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river,  call- 
r  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
>n.  R.  ML  Johnson, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  June  4, 1840. 

1:  I  have  Ike  honor  to  hand  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
lin  Sanders,  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  on  the  practicability  of  improv- 
lie  falls  of  the  Ohio  river ;  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
d  instant 

m,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN, 
Colonel,  and  Chief  Engineer. 
m.  J.  B.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Gmos  Ghk>  Rtvbr  Improvement, 
Pittsburg,  February  20, 1840. 

1:  The  improvement  of  the  natural  channel  of  the  river  at  the  falls 
e  Ohio  having  attracted  anew  the  attention  of  Congress,  I  presume 
anything  tending  to  establish  its  susceptibility  will  be  acceptable  to 

fc  Rives,  primers. 


He  joined  Mr.  George  Gretsinger  (falls  pilot),  wl 
ations  on  the  rocks,  and  assisted  him  with  his  a 
advice  was  so  favorable  that,  aa  soon  as  I  was  e 
to  hire  laborers  and  prosecute  the  work  until  s< 
will  give  some  extracts  from  his  reports  :  Octobei 
enty-eight  blasts  up  to  last  night.  If  we  had  th 
ter,  and  about  fifty  men,  we  could  make  it  safe 
to  go  down  at  any  stage.  I  am  in  favor  of  stop 
so  that  it  will  turn  all  the  water  into  the  chan 
at  work  in.  The  reef  of  rocks  is  so  high  that i 
to  the  middle  chute,  but  would  have  to  come  int 
little  '  slues '  take  off  nearly  half  the  water.  No 
feet  wide,  and  they  have  a  solid  rock  bottom." 
continued  to  work  at  the  falls  since  my  first  u 
getling  too  cold  and  deep  for  the  men  to  work  i 
are  not  willing  to  work  any  longer.  I  have  tw 
diana  State  prison  at  work  on  the  Wave  rock, 
We  have  had  some  twenty  men  at  work  at  the 
ent  times,  but  there  were  none  except  the  men 
boot  who  could  stand  it  more  than  two  or  tfan 
belong  to  the  falls  think  we  have  made  twent 
there  was  before  we  had  done  any  thing,  and  t 
wider  than  it  was.  Captain  Gretsinger  had  tak 
points  before  I  arrived,  therefore  I  cannot  say  pi 
there  is  that  much  more  water.  Captain  Will: 
Robert  Baldwin  &  Co.,  has  been  with  me  nea 
were  operating,  and  he  is  one  of  the  beat  navig 
has  taken  great  interest  in  having  the  improve 
haps,  passed  over  the  falls  as  often  as  any  oth 
and  he  says  he  would  not  be  afraid  to  risk  one  < 
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i  expended  in  the  improvements.  Mr.  Dillingham  superintended, 
er  Captain  Shreve,  the  blasting  and  removal  of  the  rocks  from  the 
nd  Chain,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  He  has  been  ten  years  on  the 
ous  improvements  of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Red,  and  Arkansas  rivers, 
experience  and  judgment  entitle  his  opinion  to  respect.  It  has  not 
i  in  my  power  to  visit  the  falls  at  low  water. 

n  examination  made  at  the  common  navigable  stage  is  very  far  from 
ig  satisfactory.  However,  my  observations  at  other  points  of  the  river, 
:ed  to  what  I  have  seen  of  the  Mis  and  the  information  derived  from 
most  experienced  river  men,  satisfy  me  that  at  least  the  downward 
igation  or  the  falls  can  be  so  improved  that  a  boat  coming  from  above 
-,  at  all  times,  pass  over  them  without  difficulty.  Even  if  the  ascend- 
navigation  may  not  be  so  far  improved  as  to  allow  a  boat  at  the  lowest 
e  of  water  to  propel  herself  up;  yet  if  the  channel  is  straight  and  its 
;h  sufficient,  the  boatmen  would  readily  warp  the  boat  through  the 
lest  part  of  the  current.  Under  this  conviction,  I  embraced  the  fells 
ly  estimate  for  carrying  on  the  improvements  of  the  navigation  of  the 
o  during  the  coming  season.  The  improvements  I  propose,  would  be 
inish  the  work  commenced  by  Gretsinger  and  Dillingham  in  1838. 
;  plan  being  simply  to  widen  and  straighten  the  best  channel,  and,  at 
same  time,  to  remove  all  the  inequalities  from  its  bottom  without  at- 
pting  to  excavate  it  deeper,  and,  in  addition  to  this,  to  stop  up  all  other 
ages  for  the  water  so  as  to  deflect  it  when  not  higher  than  a  five  foot 
e  into  the  selected  channel.  The  result  will  be  obtained  without  in- 
sing  the  discharge  of  the  fells  or  draining  the  pool  above.  There  can 
o  just  reason  to  apprehend  any  injury  to  the  harbor  of  Louisville. 
»ed  Louisville,  as  well  as  all  the  other  ports  on  the  upper  Ohio, 
Id  be,  in  a  great  measure,  freed  from  the  onerous  tax  now  paid  to  the 
il  company  by  their  steamboats  dhd  other  river  craft, 
espectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  SANDERS, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 
ol.  Jos.  Q.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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MILITIA  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


-\ 


In  Senate  of  the  United  States,  June  8, 1840. 
That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  90ih 
1810,  transmitting  a  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States  > 
f  the  Secretary  of  War  of  April  9, 1840,  explanatory  of  the  same;  together  with  the 
the  Committee  on  the  Militia  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  submitted  January 
anuary  9,  1818,  and  January  22, 1819,  be  printed  for  ihe  use  of  the  Senate. 

ASBURY  DICKINS,  Secretary. 


vm  ttie  Secretary  of  War  ^transmitting  a  system  of  reorganization 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

War  Department,  March  20, 1840. 

n  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representative* 
h  instant,  "  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  communi* 

Flan,  in  detail,  for  the  reorganization  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
impossibility  of  guarding  our  exposed  frontiers  by  the  small  regn- 
of  the  United  States,  renders  it  necessary  that  some  plan  should 
;d  to  make  the  militia  available  without  burdening  the  country, 
r  too  great  an  expense  in  maintaining  it  in  the  field,  or  by  ab- 
too  large  a  number  of  useful  citizens  from  the  productive  labors 
Iture  or  of  the  mechanic  arts. 

lass  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  as  at  present  organized, 
fall  short  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  men ;  and  every 
they  are  mustered  for  inspection  or  exorcise,  abstracts  at  least  one 
f  dollars  from  the  earnings  of  labor,  without  adding  any  thing 
-  to  the  military  efficiency  of  the  country,  and  too  often  affecting 
ly  the  moral  condition  of  those  wbo  are  assembled  for  the  purpose, 
he  little  instruction  they  receive  on  such  occasions,  without  dis- 
ubordiuation,  or  knowledge  of  (he  use  of  arms,  and  totally  ignorant 
anner  of  taking  care  of  themselves  or  of  each  other  in  the  field, 
lilitia,  if  called  out  in  mass,  would  rather  prove  a  burden  than  an 
e  to  the  army  employed  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  as  is  shown 
cperience  of  General  Washington,  repeatedly  expressed  in  his  cor- 
nce,  as  well  as  by  the  result  of  more  recent  events  during  the  last 
is  true  that,  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States,  there  are  to 
well-organized,  disciplined,  and  soldierlike  companies,  battalions, 
s,  brigades,  and  divisions,  of  volunteers;  men  who,  individually 
nively ,  would  do  good  service  in  the  field.  But  any  one  acquaint- 
;ally  with  war  knows  that  to  fight  bravely,  and  even  to  manoawm 

««;  printers. 
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coolly  and  skilfully,  on  the  field  of  battle,  are  not  tlic*  most 
ificaiimis  of  the  soldier.  They  are,  perhaps,  the  most  co 
least  often  caJI-d  into  action.  Soldiers  must  be  taught  tiiei 
rison.  and  in  the  field,  in  marching  and  encamping,  m  the  ; 
tary  administration  of  an  army.  This  instruction,  m»  essoin 
which  it  is  impossible  to  form  the  soldier,  cannot  be  given 
ing.  by  orScers  nearly  as  ignorant  of  these  branches  ol  tin 
soldiers  themselves.  I  speuk  ot  the  generality  of  the  mil; 
must  be  imparted  by  veteran  and  skilful  officers,  in  garriso 
and  to  men  and  officers  alike ;  and  it  must  be  imparted  to 
Any  attempt  to  organize,  discipline,  and  render  every  way  I 
the  field,  the  unwieldy  mass  of  the  militia  of  this  vast  conn 
soon  ascend  to  two  millions  of  men,  must  fail  for  want  of  ir 
the  country  exposed  to  the  terrible  disasters  which  will 
burst  of  war  upon  its  frontiers,  if  they  are  to  be  defended  b; 
disciplined  multitudes. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  it  will  be  sufficient  to  instruct  t 
and  that  the  privates  can,  under  well  instructed  officers,  be 
diers  instantly,  by  the  magic  voices  of  good  commanders.  ' 
and  a  most  dangerous  error.  In  the  first  place,  it  require; 
soldier,  under  liie  most  practised,  experienced,  and  skilful  c 
soil  might  be  polluted  by  the  foot  of  the  invader,  our  cities  ta 
and  our  forts  occupied,  before  our  armed  citizens  could  be 
ments  ot  tactics,  or  the  simple  use  ol  the  firelock.  And,  : 
prove  a  fatal  error  10  suppose  that  on  officer  can  be  formed 
as  a  private.  The  habit  of  command,  the  prompt  eye,  thf 
■elf-possession  in  moments  of  difficulty  and  danger,  which 
with  confidence  and  courage,  and  are  so  essential  to  secure 
dience.  are  the  result  of  practice.  The  officers  and  private: 
together  in  the  field,  must  he  drilled  together,  and  practise* 
duties  ol  obedience,  and  the  other  to  those  of  command. 

Satisfied  that  an  efficient  force  cannot  be  created  by  dril 
alone,  as  well  as  of  ih«  impracticability  of  rendering  the  wr 
militia  available,  at  the  same  time,  for  the  defence  of  the  coi 
Tinced.  from  the  experience  of  our  past  wars,  that  it  is  nee 
be  and  discipline  a  select  body  of  citizen  soldiers,  who,  in  a 
ger,  will  know  their  stations,  and  their  ditties  when  assert 
who.  although  separated  from  the  mass  for  a  short  lime,  ■ 
impart  to  it  the  military  knowledge  and  experience  they  tlu 
ring  their  period  of  service,  I  hare  prepared  the  plan,  the  c 
are  herewith  submitted,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  f 
lieved  that,  on  examining  them,  it  will  be  apparent  that  th 
liable  to  any  one  ot  the  objections  that  are  urged  against  lai 
mies:  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  will  form  a  select  body  of 
roilnia.  ready  themselves  to  defend  their  country  in  the 
against  any  sndden  attack,  and  furnishing  a  corps,  aronnd 
instructed  mass  mar  rally ;  possessing',  in  some  degree,  the 
edge  and  skill  of  regular  soldiers,  they  will  be  able  alike 
country  from  a  foreign  foe,  and  to  guard  its  liberties  from  i 
may  threaten  idem. 

It  appears  to  roe  that  the  organization  now  proposed  w 
■ecewiry  ot'  maintaining  large  standing  armies,  even'  in  tin* 
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nililia,  promptly  drilled  and  instructed,  will  be  thereby  rendered  perfectly 
efficient,  and  capable  of  defending  the  forts  along  our  maritime  frontier, 
vhich,  in  the  absence  of  such  ati  organization,  would  require  a  regular 
irmy  of  fifty  thousand  men.  At  present,  the  mititia  cannot  be  rendered 
m mediately  available  against  a  surprise ,  whereas,  under  the  proposed  or- 
ganization, they  would  repair  to  their  stations  at  the  first  alarm,  and  would 
pe  efficient  soldiers  when  there.  In  case  of  war,  those  stations  would  become 
permanent,  and  arrangements  might  easily  be  made  so  as  to  render  the  ser- 
rico  as  little  burdensome  as  possible  to  the  artisan  and  mechanic. 

Every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  avoid  all  interference  with  the  rights 
if  the  States,  or  to  lessen  their  means  of  defence.  The  militia  will  be  called. 
Mil  in  thi?  manner  at  present  provided  for  by  law,  and  no  change  is  contem- 
plated in  the  mode  of  officering  the  several  corps  of  which  the  active  class 
mil  be  composed. 

It  will  not  abstract  a  single  man  from  the  defence  of  the  State  where  he 
resides,  nor  separate  him  from  the  class  of  citizens  to  which  he  belongs.  It 
will,  on  the  contrary,  strengthen  the  defences  of  each  State,  by  furnishing 
it  with  a  well  organized  and  well  disciplined  force,  taken  from  the  people, 
and  making  part  of  the  people  equally  interested  with  their  fellow-citizens 
in  the  preservation  of  free  institution?,  and  ready  at  all  times  to  guard  the 
territory  and  the  liberty  of  their  country.  Neither  docs  it  interfere,  in  any 
manner,  with  the  constitutional  rights  o(  the  States  to  train  their  own  militia 
according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress,  because  the  active  militia 
will  be  employed  by  the  President  during  the  period  they  are  preparing  for 
warlike  service  in  garrison  and  in  the  field.  And  while  the  States  have 
all  the  advantages  which  may  result  from  a  well-organized  and  disciplined 
militia,  they  will,  at  the  same  time,  be  exempt  from  the  losses,  expenses, 
and  evils,  which  foJfow,  necessarily,  from  the  assemblage  of  large  multitudes 
for  merely  a  nominal  military  instruction.  It  is  to  be  considered,  also,  that 
a  portion  of  the  militia  are  provided  with  opportunities  for  the  attainment  of 
the  essentials  of  military  knowledge;  and,  at  the  sama  time  that  they  re- 
lieve the  remainder  from  an  onerous  and  useless  burden,  they  themselves 
will  not  be  oppressed  by  an  undue  amount  of  military  service  being  required 
of  them:  but,  on  the  contrary,  by  comparing  the  time  which,  under  the 
present  system,  is  devoted  to  that  object,  it  will  be  found  that  there  is  bnt 
very  little  additional  service,  if  any  required,  and  for  that  time  they  will  be 
sufficiently  compensated.  The  compensation  contemplated  is  adequate  under 
a  good  administration  of  the  laws  proposed,  which  are  to  be  made  uniform 
in  their  application,  by  regulations  to  be  issued  by  the  President,  so  as  to 
prevent  any  expense  to  the  citizen  who  is  thus  called  out;  though  it  may 
not  rise,  in  amount,  to  the  sum  which  his  pursuits  in  social  life  might  afford. 
The  total  amount  required  to  recompense  the  militia  to  be  called  out  for 
exercise  will  be  trifling,  when  compared  with  the  loss  of  time  experienced 
fay  our  fellow  citizens  under  the  present  imperfect  organization,  and  of  the 
serious  evils  to  which  the  youth  of  the  country  are  exposed  by  the  frequent 
attempts  now  made  to  impart  to  them  a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  jthc 
duties  of  the  soldier.  The  subjoined  plan  will,  it  is  believed,  tend  to  dimin- 
ish, if  not  entirely  remove,  such  evils,  and  will  also,  by  engendering  an 
esprit  du  corps  throughout  the  militia  of  the  several  districts,  elevate  in  the 
mind  of  every  citizen  the  character  of  the  duties  which  he  is  required  to 
perform,  and  thus  make  more  certain  the  results  which  are  hoped  for  by 
this  system  of  military  precaution  and  defence.    In  preparing  the  detail*  *€ 
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the  proposed  reorganization  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  I  h; 

governed  by  an  earned  desire  to  place  the  country  in  an  attitude  o: 

and,  at  the  same  time,  to  secure  it  from  the  necessity  of  niaiMairir 

period  a  large  standing  army  ;  to  render  the  militia  effective,  with 

drawing  too  large  a  number  of  our  fellow  citizens  from  their  occu 

any  one  time  ;  and  to  diffuse  throughout  the  community,  geuers 

knowledge  of  military  service,  without  taxing  the  Treasury  too 

AH  this,  it  appears  to  me,  will  be  effected  by  drilling,  dining  four; 

hundred  thousand  men,  (or  a  period  not  exceeding  thirty  nor  lea 

days  in  each  and  every  year,  at  such  times  as  may  least  interfere 

ordinary  occupations ;  and,  for  an  equal  term,  keeping  that  force  so 

that  it  may  serve  as  a  reserve,  ready  to  act  in  cases  of  emcrgenc 

in  the  meanwhile,  ordinary  militia  duty,  such  as  is  now  required 

the  several  States.     The  expense  of  the  system,  which,  if  carried  c 

place  the  United  States  in  an  impregnable  state  of  defence,  will  n 

$1,362,093  yearly,  if  the  maximum  number  of  days  for  drill  be  a 

Congress;  and,  as  it  is  believed,  that  ten  days  in  each  and  every 

prove  sufficient,  the  annual  expense  will  be  less  than  $500,000. 

Dt tails  of  the  proposed  system. 

It  should  be  provided — 

1st.  That  each  and  every  free  able-bodied  white  male  citizen 
speclive  States,  resident  therein,  who  is  or  shall  be  of  the  age  of  t 
under  that  of  forty-five  years,  (with  the  exceptions  hereinafter  stj 
severally  and  respectively,  be  enrolled  in  the  miLiti*  by  the  capta 
manding  officer  of  the  company  within  whose  bounds  such  cit 
reside ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty,  at  all  times,  of  every  such 
commanding  officer  of  a  company  to  enrol  every  such  ciizen  as 
and,  also,  those  who  shall,  from  time  to  time,  arrive  at  tte  age 
years,  or  who,  being  of  that  age  and  under  that  of  forty  five  year 
exceptions  hereafter  named,)  shall  come  to  reside  within  his  coi 
that  lie  shall,  without  delay,  notify  such  citizen  of  the  said  enro'j 
proper  non-commissioned  officer  of  the  company,  by  whom  s 
may  be  proved :  that  every  citizen  so  enrolled  and  notified,  si 
three  months  thereafter,  provide  himself  with  a  good  musket,  bo 
city  to  receive  a  lead  ball  of  eighteen  in  the  pound  :  a  sufficic 
and  belt ;  two  spare  flints  ;  a  knapsack ;  cartridge-box,  to  coot 
twenty-four  cartridges  suited  to  the  bore  of  his  musket,  and  eact 
to  contain  a  ball  and  three  buck-shot,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  < 
or  with  a  good  rifle,  knapsack,  shot-pouch,  and  powder-horn  or 
sufficient  powder  and  ball  for  twenty-four  charges,  and  two  sj 
and  that  he  shall  appear  so  armed,  accoutred,  and  provided  wher 
for  exercise  or  into  service;  and  every  citizen  so  enrolled  and 
himself  with  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  accoutrements,  require 
said,  Fhall  hold  the  same  exempted  from  all  suits,  distresses,  exc 
sales  for  debt,  or  for  the  payment  of  taxes. 

2d.  That  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  office 
and  executive,  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  the  i 
both  Houses  of  Congress  and  their  respective  officers  ;  all  cui 
officers  with  their  clerks;  all  post-officers  and  stage  drivers,  wb 
ployed  in  the  care  and  conveyance  of  the  mail  of  the  post  ^ffirr  < 
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1  States ;  all  ferrymen  employed  at  any  ferry  on  the  post  road ;  or  in- 
ectors  of  exports  ;  all  pilots ;  all  mariners  actually  employed  in  the  sea 
rvice  of  any  citizen  or  merchant  within  the  United  States ;  and  all  per- 
ns who  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be,  exempted  by  the  laws  of  the 
spective  States,  shall  be  exempted  from  militia  duty,  notwithstanding 
eir  being  above  the  age  of  twenty  and  under  that  of  forty-five. 
3d.  That  the  citizens  thus  enrolled  shall  constitute  the  first  class,  and 
i  denominated  the  mass  of  the  militia ;  and  the  said  mass  shall  be  divided 
to  divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  and  companies,  and  be  organized  as 
Hows,  to  wit :  a  company  (infantry  or  rifle)  shall  consist  of  one  captain, 
le  first  and  one  second  lieutenant,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  one 
nmmer,  one  fifer  or  bugler,  and  eighty  privates.  A  company  of  ,dra- 
x>ns  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first  and  one  second  lieutenant, 
ur  sergeants,  four  corporals,  one  farrier,  two  buglers,  and  sixty  privates. 

company  of  artillery  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  two  first  and  two 
scond  lieutenants,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  three  artificers,  one 
rummer  and  fifer,  or  two  buglers  or  trumpeters,  and  eighty  privates.  A 
igiment  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  one  major, 
:ie  adjutant,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  one  quartermaster,  with  the 
ink  of  captain,  one  paymaster,  one  surgeon,  one  assistant  surgeon,  one 
srgeant  major,  one  quartermaster  sergeant,  two  principal  musicians,  and 
>n  companies.  A  brigade  shall  consist  of  one  brigadier  general,  with 
ne  aid-de-camp,  having  the  rank  of  captain,  two  bngade  inspectors,  with 
le  rank  of  major,  and  two  regiments.  A  division  shall  consist  of  one 
Lajor  general,  with  two  aids-de-camp,  with  the  rank  of  major,  one  divis- 
►n  inspector,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  one  division  quarter- 
laster,  with  the  rank  of  major,  one  judge  advocate,  and  four  brigades. 

4th.  That  from  each  regiment  of  the  mass  there  shall  be  formed  two 
3mpanies  to  serve  as  light  infantry  or  riflemen ;  and  that  to  each  division 
f  the  mass  there  shall  be  attached  one  company  of  artillery  and  one  com- 
any  of  horse,  formed  of  volunteers,  at  the  discretion  of  the  commander- 
i-chief  of  the  State,  not  exceeding  one  company  from  a  brigade,  and 
ball  be  clothed  and  equipped  at  their  own  expense,  the  color  and  fashion 
5  be  determined  by  the  brigadier  general  commanding  the  brigade  to 
rhich  they  belong.  That  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  artillery  and 
ifentry  shall  be  armed  with  a  sword  of  such  description  as  is  commonly 
enominated  cut  and  thrust.  That  the  commissioned  officers  of  cavalry 
hall  furnish  themselves  with  good  horses  of  at  least  fourteen  and  a  half 
Lands  high,  and  be  armed  with  a  sabre  and  a  pair  of  pistols  and  holsters 
or  the  same.  Each  dragoon  to  furnish  himself  with  a  serviceable  horse 
it  least  fourteen  hands  and  a  half  high,  a  good  saddle,  bridle,  valise, 
nreastplate,  and  crupper,  a  pair  of  boots  and  spurs,  a  pair  of  pistols,  a 
;abre,  and  cartouch  box,  to  contain  twelve  cartridges  for  pistols. 

5th.  That  each  regiment  shall  be  provided  with  the  State  and  regimen- 
al colors,  and  each  company  with  a  drum  and  fife,  or  bugles,  as  the 
legislature  of  the  respective  States  shall  direct. 

6th.  That  the  divisions,  brigades,  and  regiments,  into  which  the  mass  is 
livided  shall  be  numbered  at  the  period  of  their  formation,  and  a  record 
hereof  made  in  the  adjutant  general's  office  of  the  State  ;  and  when  in  the 
ield  or  in  service  in  the  State,  that  they  shall  respectively  take  rank  accord- 
ng  to  their  numbers,  reckoning  the  lowest  number  highest  in  rank ;  and, 
ilso,  that  the  relative  rank  of  different  corps  shall  be  as  follows :  1st  caval- 


execution  and  perfedingthe  system  of  discipliut 
to  furnish  blank  forms  of  different  returns  that  1 
[>lain  the  principles  on  which  they  should  be  i 
several  officers  of  the  different  corps  through* 
militia  under  their  commands,  reporting  the  sic 
accoutrements,  and  ammunition;  iheir  delitique 
which  rtlates  to  ihe  general  ndvai icemen t  ol  gc 
of  which  tin;  several  coiuninndius  offers  of  ti 
ments,  and  companies  should  lie  required  to  uii 
gradation,  ami  in  such  form  and  nt  such  times  i 
spec  the  Slates  may  direct,  so  that  the  said  ad. 
furnished  therewith  ;  and  the  said  adjutant  gei 
furnislied:  should  annually  make  an  abstract  i 
same  to  tin:  com maudtr-iu -chief  of  the  Slate  : 
return  of  the  militia  of  the  -State  lo  which  he  t 
coulremenls,  and  ammunition,  to  the  adjutant  i 
United  Slates,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday 
And  it  should  l«  made  the  duty  ol  the  Secreiiir 
to  give  such  directions  to  the  adjutant  general  c 
opinion,  be  necessary  to  produce  uniformity  i 
should  lay  un  abstract  of  the  same  before  fungi 
of  February,  annually. 

8th.  That  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  hrignde 
mental  and  brigade  meetings  of  the  militia  con: 
during  the  time  of  their  being  under  arms;  to  i 
lion,  and  accoutrements;  to  superintend  their  ei 
introduce  the  prescribed  system  of  military  di; 
gadc,  and  such  ordi-rs  as  they  shall,  from  time 
commander  in  chief  of  I  he  Stale  ;  to  report  to 
State,  at  least  once  in  each  year,  the  condition 
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^ry,  and  District  of  the  United  States,  by  draft,  or  by  voluntary  service, 

v*  vi  nibcr  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  thirty-seven  years,  so  that 

r^*€»le  may  not  exceed  100,000  men,  and  in  the  following  proportions 

*^^h   State,  Territory,  and  District,  respectively,  to  wit:   Maine  4,400 

^  ^  ^  *     New  Hampshire  2,400  ;  Vermont  2,400  ;  Massachusetts  6,000 ;  Con- 


fgia  2,800  ;    Florida  400 ;  Alabama  2,000  ;  Mississippi  800  ;  Louisiana 

^;  Tennessee  4,400;  Arkansas  400:  Missouri  1,200;  Iowa  400;  Ken- 

=*Cy  4,400;  Illinois  1,200;  Indiana  2,800;  Ohio  8,000;  Michigan  800, 

*4  Wiskonsin  4lK)  men.     This  force  to  constitute  the  second  class,  and  be 

"^ dominated  the  active  or  moveable  force. 

-  ^  X  1th.  That  the  active  or  moveable  force  shall  be  divided  into  corapa- 
~A^8  and  battalions,  and  be  organized  as  follows :  A  company  shall  consist 
r  \*  one  captain,  one  first  and  one  second  lieutenant,  four  sergeants,  four  cor- 
^^rals^  one  drummer  and  one  fifer,  and  ninety  privates.  A  battaliou  shall 
:^T*>nsist  of  one  major,  an  adjutant,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  one 

-  ^Uartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  one  sergeant-major,  one 
;c.;  uartermaster  sergeant,  and  four  companies.  And  that  the  said  active  or 
-JC*oveable  force  shall  be  held  to  serve  as  such,  and  be  governed  by  such 

-  /  *  ules  as  may  be  prescribed,  for  the  period  of  four  years — one-fourth  of  the 
V_  -ame  in  each  State,  Territory,  and  District,  going  out  annually;  the  order 

^yif  succession  to  be  determined  in  the  first  instance  by  lot. 

t  ~  12th.  That  there  shall  be  a  third  class  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
*  "^".o  be  denominated  the  rksfrve  or  sedentary  force,  which  shall  be  or* 
^  ^janized  in  the  same  manner  as  the  active  force.     And  that  the  reserve 

^jforce,  so  organized,  shall  be  composed  of  all  those  who  shall  have  served 

'the  legal  time  indicated  for  the  second  class,  and  be  held  to  serve  for  four 
"years  in  the  same ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  they  shall  return  to  the 
■— ^mass,  and  be  subject  to  no  further  military  or  militia  duty,  unless  in  cases 
-f-  of  invasion,  or  a  levke  en  masse.  And  such  portions  of  the  active  force 
L  -as  may  go  out  of  the  same  annually,  shall  forthwith  be  considered  as  be- 
^'longing  to  the  reserve  or  sedentary  force ;  and  after  the  termination 
:^ot  the  first  four  years'  service  of  any  portion  of  the  reserve,  one-fourth  of 
that  body  shall  go  out  of  service  annually,  in  the  same  manner  as  prescribed 
^  for  the  second  class. 

^fcr  13th.  That  the  deficit  occasioned  by  the  transfer  annually  of  one-fourth 
:±l  of  the  active  to  the  reserve  force,  and  by  the  discharge  annually  of  one* 
k  ;  fourth  of  the  reserve,  be  yearly  supplied  by  a  draught,  or  by  voluntary 
rt  service,  from  the  mass. 

.  %  14th.  That  for  the  greater  convenience  of  instruction  and  discipline  of 
3.  the  active  and  sedentary  force,  the  territory  of  the  United  States  shall 
■^i  be  divided  into  ten  districts,  which,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law,  shall 
zz  be  composed  as  follows  : 


L2 


1st  district 

Maine, 

New  Hampshire,      ^       9,200  men. 

Vermont, 


2d  district. 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island,  ^     9,600  men. 

Connecticut, 
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>r  their  instruction,  discipline,  and  improvement  in  military  knowl- 

'hat  whenever  the  United  States  shall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  immi- 
er  of  invasion  from  any  foreign  nation  or  Indian  tribe,  it  shall  be 

the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  forth  such  number  of 
i  of  the  States  or  States  most  convenient  to  the  place  of  danger  or 
iction,  and  in  the  order  provided  for  in  the  15th  head,  and  as  he 
?  necessary  to  repel  such  invasion  ;  and  to  issue  his  orders  to  the 
cer.  And  in  case  of  an  insurrection  in  any  State  against  the 
;nt  thereof,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
application  of  the  Legislature  of  such  State,  or  of  the  Executive 
;  Legislature  cannot  be  convened)  to  call  forth  such  number  of 
i  of  any  other  State  or  States  as  may  be  applied  for,  as  he  may 
icient  to  suppress  such  insurrection. 

^hat,  whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  be  opposed,  or 
tion  thereof  obstructed  in  any  State  by  combinations  too  powerful 
pressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the 
isted  in  the  marshals,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
ates  to  call  forth  the  militia  of  such  State,  or  of  any  other  State  or 
may  be  necessary  to  suppress  such  combinations,  and  to  cause 
to  be  duly  executed;  and  the  use  of  the  militia,  so  to  be  called 
r  be  continued,  if  necessary,  until  the  expiration  of  thirty  days 
commencement  of  the  then  next  session  of  Congress ;  provided 
lever  it  may  be  necessary  in  the  judgment  of  the  President  to  use 
ry  force  thus  called  forth,  he  shall  forthwith,  by  proclamation, 

such  insurgents  to  disperse,  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respect- 
i  within  a  limited  time ;  and  provided,  also,  that  the  militia,  which 
lent  is  thus  authorized  to  call  forth,  be  of  the  active,  or  of  the 
id  sedentary  forces,  when  such  force  or  forces  of  the  State,  or 
ghboring  States,  shall  be,  in  his  opinion,  sufficient;  and  when 
such  portions  of  the  mass  as  he  shall  deem  necessary, 
"hat  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  or  any  portion  thereof,  when 

in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
articles  of  war  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States.  And  that  no 
n  commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  private  of  the  militia,  shall 
led  to  serve  more  than  six  months  after  his  arrival  at  the  place 
pous  in  any  one  year,  nor  more  than  in  due  rotation  with  every 
;  bodied  man  of  the  same  rank  in  the  regiment  to  which  he  be- 

'hat  every  citizen  duly  enrolled  in  the  militia  shall  be  constantly 
with  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition,  as  already  pointed 
and  after  the  period  when  he  shall  have  been  duly  notified  of 
sent ;  and  any  notice  or  warning  to  the  citizens  so  enrolled,  to 
ompany,  or  regimental  muster,  or  training,  which  shall  be  ac- 
>  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  it  is  given  for  that  purpose,  shall 
1  a  legal  notice  of  his  enrolment. 

hat  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  artificers, 
tes,  of  volunteers  and  militia,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the 
ates,  m  the  manner  and  under  the  circumstances  referred  to,  shall 
d  to  and  receive  the  same  monthly  pay,  rations,  clothing,  or 
lieu  thereof,  and  forage,  and  be  furnished  with  the  same  camp 
as -ore  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  officers,  musicians,  arti» 


or  dying  of  wounds  received  in  battle ;  and  V 
Hen  of  forage  and  subsistence  when  Hie  same 
self,  or  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  day  for  eitl 

24th.  That  any  officer,  non-commissioned  o 
private,  of  militia  or  volunteers,  required  to  be 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  suffer,  with 
on  his  pari  while  in  said  service,  by  the  loss  ol 
(  ,  by  a  horse  dying  of  wounds  received  in  battle 

'",  |  cicnt  proof  thereof,  lie  paid  for  the  same :  provi 

hundred  and  twenty  dollars  be  paid  for  each 
may  be  thus  claimed. 

25th.  That  the  officers,  non-commissioned  ot 
and  privates, of  the  militia,  when  called  into  the 
sliatl  be  entitled  to  one  day's  pay,  subsistence 
every  day  occupied  when  transported  by  water, 
when  travelling  by  land,  in  going  to  the  place 
ing  from  the  place  of  discharge ;  provided  thai 
the  service  of  the  United  States  shall  be  deeim 
by  the  most  usual  or  expeditious  routes. 

26th.  That  when  any  officer,  non-conunissh 
eian,  or  private,  of  the  militia  or  of  volunteers, 
of  the  United  States,  or  when  returning  to  his  pi 
mustered  out  of  service,  or  at  any  time  thereafter 
received  in  service,  and  shall  leave  a  widow,  o 
children  under  sixteen  years  of  ago,  such  wid 
child  or  children,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  ha 
the  deceased  was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  dea 
insj  mustered  out  of  service,  for  and  during  the 
case  of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  wid 
five  years, the  half-pay  for  the  remainder  of  ihi 
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es,  in  the  case  provided  for  calling  forth  the  active  force,  or  parts 
eof,  (in  the  17th  head,)  shall  be  fined,  and  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 
3  months'  pay,  nor  less  than  half  a  month's  pay,  according  to  the 
imstances  of  the  case,  as  a  court-martial  may  determine :  and  that 
y  officer,  non  commissioned  officer,  artificer,  musician  or  private,  of 
militia,  who  shall  fail  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the 
ed  States,  in  any  of  the  cases  cited  in  the  18th  and  19th  heads,  shall 
Lt  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  year's  pay,  and  not  less  than  one  month's 
to  be  determined  and  adjudged  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
by  a  court  martial ;  and  such  officer  shall,  moreover,  be  liable  to  be 
iered  by  sentence  of  a  court-martial,  and  be  incapacitated  from  hold- 
si  commission  in  the  militia  for  a  term  of  four  years,  at  the  discretion 
le  said  court ;  and  such  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  shall 
able  to  be  imprisoned  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial,  on  failure  of 
payment  of  fines  adjudged  against  them,  for  one  calendar  month,  for 
y  five  dollars  of  such  fine. 

)th.  That  all  fines  assessed,  as  described  in  the  preceding  head,  shall 
ertified  by  the  officer  ordering  the  court,  or  the  revising  authority  of 
proceedings  of  the  court-martial  having  approved  of  the  same  to  the 
shal  of  the  district  in  which  the  delinquent  shall  reside,  or  to  one  of 
deputies,  and  take  a  receipt  from  the  said  marshal  or  deputy,  as  the 
)  may  be,  for  the  same ;  which  receipt  and  duplicate,  of  the  certificate 
ished,  he  shall  transmit  for  record  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  militia 
fie  United  States:  that  the  marshal,  or  his  deputy,  having  received 
said  certificate,  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  levy  the  said  fines,  with  cost, 
listress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  delinquent;  which 
s,  and  the  manner  of  proceeding  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  the  goods 
rained,  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  the  same 
1  be,  as  in  other  cases  of  distress :  and  when  any  non-commissioned 
er  or  private  shall  be  adjudged  to  suffer  imprisonment,  there  being  no 
Is  or  chattels  to  be  found  whereon  to  levy  the  said  fines,  the  marshal 
he  district  or  his  deputy  shall  commit  such  delinquent  to  jail  during 
term  for  which  he  shall  be  so  adjudged  to  imprisonment,  or  until  the 
shall  be  paid,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  persons  condemned  to  fine 
imprisonment  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States  may  be  committed. 
3th.  That  the  marshals  and  their  deputies  shall  make  a  return  of  the 
r  of  fines,  as  provided  for  in  the  foregoing  head,  to  the  adjutant  general 
he  militia  of  the  United  States,  within  sixty  days,  counting  from  the 
3  that  the  certificate  of  the  assessment  of  the  said  fines  is  placed  in  their 
ds ;  and  they  shall  also  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  said  adjutant  general, 
:iin  the  abovenamed  limit  of  time,  all  fines  by  them  thus  levied  and 
ected,  deducting  therefrom  five  per  centum  as  a  compensation  for  their 
ible :  and  in  case  any  of  the  said  marshals  or  their  deputies  shall  fail  to 
we  the  required  return,  or  pay  over  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  militia 
he  United  States  the  fines  collected,  within  the  time  above  specified, 
:iall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  adjutant  general  to  inform  the  Solicitor  of 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  of  the  same,  who  shall  be  required  to 
ruct  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  to  proceed  against  the 
I  marshal  or  deputy  in  the  district  court  by  attachment,  for  the  recovery 
;he  same. 

1st.  That  the  marshals  and  their  deputies  of  the  several  districts  shall 
e  the  same  powers  in  executing  the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  sheriffs 
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UW  respective  oiaies,  uisuuguisunig  me  saint;  t 
which  they  are  divided  ;  also,  annually,  on  or 
February,  to  make  aii  abstract  or  a  consolidated 
lay  it  before  the  President  of  the  United  State 
submitted  yearly  to  Congress.  That  it  shall  be 
a  record  or  copies,  in  a  book  provided  therefor, 
sessrhent  of  fines  by  the  judgment  of  militia  cm 
cies  cited  in  the  17th,  18th,  and  lOtli  of  the  lb 
record  or  copy  of  the  returns  of  the  marshals  or 
cution  of  process,  or  the  collection  of  the  said  fi 
the  returns  aforesaid  are  received ;  to  keep  a  rc-x 
of  fines  collected  and  paid  over  to  him,  and  of  tl 
of  i  and  to  make  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  ot 
and  the  31st  of  December,  of  each  year,  a  stat< 
and  expenditures.  The  money  or  moneys  tin 
paid  over  to  the  adjutant  general,  forthwith  to 
safekeeping  in  the  vaults  of  the  Treasury  of  tl 
amounts  thus  deposited  to  he  passed  to  the  crei 
and  not  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  except 
jutant  general,  countersigned  by  the  Secretary 
poses  which  have  been  specified. 

34th.  That  the  adjutant  general  of  the  militjj 
be  paid  the  annual  salary  of*  three  thousand  dol 
and  without  any  other  allowances  whatsoever, 
stationery  a3  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  an  oi 
of  the  AVar  Department;  and  that  the  said  offic 
considered  as  one  of  the  bureaus  of,  the  War  I. 
to  such  rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to  all  c 
creation,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may,  from  tin 

35th.  That  for  the  duties  of  the  office  of  th 
militia  of  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  allov 
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•7th.  That  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  artificers,  musicians, 
1  privates  of  volunteers  or  militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
fept  when  called,  as  provided  for  in  the  17th  head,  shall  be  entitled  to 
like  compensation,  in  case  of  disability,  by  wounds  or  otherwise,  incur- 
in  the  service,  as  is,  or  may  be,  allowed  to  officers,  non-commissioned 
cers,  artificers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
(8th.  That  the  several  corps  of  volunteers,  which  now  exist  in  the 
?ral  States,  and  in  what  manner  soever  organized,  be  not  disturbed  or 
"ived  of  their  accustomed  privileges;  but  nevertheless  be  subject  to 
l  restrictions  as  their  respective  Legislatures  may  direct,  and  to  all  other 
as  required  by  this  system,  in  like  manner  with  the  other  militia. 
)th.  That  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  at  the  earliest  period  of 
after  the  adoption  of  this  system,  enact  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary 
*rol  and  organize  the  militia  of  the  respective  States,  according  to  the 
isions  contained  herein  :  provided  that,  until  such  enrolment  and  or- 
Station  be  made,  the  existing  laws  governing  the  militia  of  each  State 
onsidered  as  still  in  force. 

)th.  That  the  term  militia  of  the  United  States  shall  be  so  construed  as 
unbrace  within  its  meaning  all  troops  of  whatever  description,  not  of  the 
ilar  army  of  the  United  States, 
^spectfully  submitted. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
?on.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Ter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
me  Militia,  explanatory  of  the  plan  for  reorganizing  the  militia 
F   the   United  States,  heretofore  submitted  to  the  House,  $*c. 

House  op  Representatives,  March  6, 1840. 

ir:  There  are  several  points  in  your  proposed  reorganization  of  the 
itia  of  the  United  States,  which  present  a  contrariety  of  opinions  to  the 
limit  lee  on  the  Militia,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  and  they  re- 
st me  to  address  you  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting  such  difficulties  as 
sent  themselves,  and  to  ascertain  a  more  full  exposition  of  your  views, 
hat  we  may  act  with  all  the  information  that  can  be  obtained,  as  con- 
ted  with  the  subject. 

5y  the  14th  proposition  of  the  system,  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
divided  into  ten  districts  ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  New  York,  each 
trict  is  composed  of  two  or  more  States.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the 
ssident  is  empowered  to  call  out  the  whole  force  of  any  one  of  the  dis- 
»ts  at  the  same  time,  and  at  any  point  he  may  designate  ? 
The  interpretation  of  the  "  territory  of  the  United  States,"  is,  by  some, 
derstood  to  mean  the  public  lands  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  can* 
;  embrace  the  limits  of  the  several  States  unless  there  be  a  misconstrue- 
d  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  ;  which  declares  "  a  well- 
rulated  militia  as  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  state." 
By  the  17th  proposition,  the  power  of  the  President  to  call  forth  and 
ismble  such  numbers  of  the  active  force  of  the  militia  as  he  may  deem 
cessary,  and  subject  them  to  such  regulations  as  he  may  think  proper  to 
apt  for  their  instruction,  discipline,  and  improvement  in  military  knowl- 
je,  is  aa  organization  supposed  to  be  incompatible  with  the  8tn  section 


Secretary  of  War. 


War  Depart) 
Sir  :  I  have  tliu  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  recei 
fall  instant,  slating  the  difficulties  winch  have  sugc 
committee  to  which  was  referred  the  plan  for  the  reoi 
of  tho  United  States,  and  desiring  to  ascertain  mj 
tiny  are  stated  in  the  plan  presented  to  the  Hou.<e. 
The  details  of  the  plan  for  reorganizing  the  mi 
for  by  a  member  of  the  committee,  1  took  it  for  £ 
would  be.  pursued,  and,  to  avoid  being  tedious,  di 
minute  explanations.  I  therefore  avail  myself,  witti 
ttinity  now  afforded  me,  to  reply  to  the  objections 
themselves  to  the  committee.  The  proposition  to  d 
United  States,  by  which  is  here  meant  the  area  emb 
cat  boundaries  of  the  whole  confederacy,  is  ititende 
in  order  that  each  district  may  be  commanded  by 
have  the  general  direction  of  the  regulars  and  mi 
but  the  plan  contemplated  that  the  power  of  the  F 
militia  should  be  restricted  to  assembling  the  militi 
its  own  territorial  limits. 

With  regard  to  the  17th  article,  the  same  difEcui 
self  to  the  committee,  occurred  to  me  when  consid 
that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  restricts 
over  the  militia  to  organizing,  arming,  and  diseiph: 
the  States,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  office) 
training  the  militia  according  to  the  discipline  j 
Although  the  word  "disciplining"  is  susceptible  of  n 
from  that  given  to  it  here,  yet  the  subsequent  reser 
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:es  or  to  the  citizens  thereof;  and  when  they  are  made  aware  that 
i  the  intention*  of  the  Government  to  assemble  such  militia  at  conve- 
U  points  within  each  State,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  depots  of  arms,  which 
proposed  to  establish  as  part  of  the  system, 
am,  however,  led  to  believe,  from  the  character  of  our  fellow-citizens, 

from  circumstances  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  that  it  will 
sely  be  necessary  to  resort  to  militia  draughts  in  order  to  fill  the  ranks 
le  active  class.  The  volunteer  corps  have  generally  evinced  so  much 
rness  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  an  asso- 
dxi  with  regulars,  and  so  much  zeal  and  proper  feeling,  by  proffering 
services  on  all  occasions  when  they  might  be  useful,  that  I  cannot 
*t,  if  the  President  were  authorized  to  receive  them  into  the  service  of 
United  States,  a  sufficient  body  of  volunteers  within  the  prescribed  age 
it  be  enrolled,  and  the  necessity  for  draughts  altogether  avoided.  I 
ose,  therefore,  that  this  authority  be  granted  ;  but  restricted  so  as  to 
t  the  time,  even  of  voluntary  service,  to  a  period  not  exceeding  thirty' 
t  in  each  year.  Aware,  however,  of  the  importance  and  cotnprehensive- 

of  this  subject,  together  with  the  many  difficulties  which  surround  it,  it 
j  no  means  my  desire  to  precipitate  the  action  of  Congress  upon  a  ques- 

of  such  magnitude  and  consequence.  Subsequent  reflection  and  dis* 
tion  have  hut  strengthened  my  conviction  of  the  propriety,  practicability; 

expediency  of  the  proposed  plan  in  its  essential  features,  which  I  am  per- 
iled have  but  to  be  examined  with  a  candid  mind  and  patriotic  feelings, 
retire  general  approbation.  But  these  very  considerations  make  it  but 
more  imperative  that  it  should  receive  the  fullest  and  most  mature  con- 
ration,  even  should  this  have  the  effect  of  preventing  final  action  upon 
t  the  present  session  of  Congress.     It  is,  perhaps,  universally  proper 

questions,  involving,  in  a  high  degree,  the  great  interests  of  the  people, 
j Id  lie  subjected  to  popular,  as  well  as  legislative  investigation.  An  or- 
i  to  which  the  system  proposed  will  be  most  cheerfully  submitted.  If, 
rnaturer  deliberation,  there  be  any  thing  found  in  the  system  itself,  or  in 
details,  which  conflicts  with  the  rights  of  the  States,  or  with  the  iuterests 
Mir  fellow  citizens,  the  objectionable  parts  may  be  amended  or  expunged, 
he  whole  system  altered  or  abandoned. 

f  the  committee  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  situation  of  the  country 
aires  the  adoption  of  some  immediate  measures  to  render  the  militia 
le  more  available  for  defence  than  it  now  is,  it  is  respectfully  suggested 
t  the  plan  submitted  by  the  Department  of  War  last  year  and  the  year 
>re,  would  not  only  prove  efficient,  but  would  test  the  practicability  of 

measure  now  proposed. 

That  plan  contemplated  authorizing  the  President  to  receive  into  the 
rice,  for  a  given  number  of  days  in  the  year,  volunteers  to  the  amount 

men,  at  such  points  as  he  may  designate,  for  the  purpose  of  being 

ned  and  disciplined,  and  made  acquainted  with  the  duties  they  would 
fe  to  perform  at  the  stations  they  might  be  required  to  defend  in  the 
tit  of  any  sudden  emergency.    At  this  moment  the  most  important  of 

naval  stations  and  most  valuable  cities  are  exposed  to  be  destroyed  or 
en,  although  there  are  brave  men  enongh  to  defend  them ;  but  who  re- 
re  previous  concert  and  more  perfect  tmining  to  render  them  efficient. 
'.  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Son.  G.  M.  Keim, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Militia,  EL  R. 
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REORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

[Commnn icalcd  to  the  Houw  of  Rt  preventatives,  January  IT. 

Mr.  Harrisok  made  the  following  report : 

The  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  vftom  « 
much  of  the  President's  mvssase  ns  relates  to  the  rtnrti 
classification  of  the  militia,  and  the  report  of  the  acting  Sei 
of  the  Yith  ultimo,  report  heremth  a  bill  far  that  purpose. 

The  organization  of  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions,  ha 
by  the  committee  in  opposition  to  very  high  authority,  he 
one  which  has  heretofore  been  used  in  all  the  States,  and 
pearcd  better  suited  to  the  tactics  of  the  present  day,  than 
plex  system  of  the  legion  recommended  by  General  Knox  i 
1790. 

The  mode  of  classification  contained  in  the  bill  has  h 
recommended  in  the  reports  of  committees  of  the  House, : 
the  Department  of  War.  The  effects  of  this  plan  will  be 
the  militia  are  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  State 
affect  the  constitution  of  the  corps  as  it  now  exists,  for  the  c 
of  muster  and  discipline.  The  advantages  of  a  system  t 
into  the  same  corps,  for  the  duties  of  the  field,  men  of  the 
vigor,  and  throw  the  burden  of  military  duty  upon  that  cl 
who  would  be  enabled  to  perform  it  with  fewer  personal  ; 
the  motives  to  its  adoption. 

The  junior,  or  middle  class,  will  be  composed  of  men  w 
families,  or  those  who  have  none,  who  are  in  the  full  enjoy 
strength  and  activity,  and  whose  minds  will  be  more  ea 
military  ardor  and  the  love  of  glory,  than  those  of  a  more  at 
of  life. 

In  the  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  them,  the  commi 
thus  far  without  difficulty;  but  they  considered  their  task 
menced.  An  organization,  however  perfect,  is  but  a  sing 
the  desirable  object ;  the  great  difficulty  to  be  encountered 
tion  of  a  system  of  discipline,  or  military  instruction,  to  a  gi 
scattered  over  an  immense  territory. 

The  accomplishment  of  this  object  at  once  is  evidently 
power  of  the  Government.  To  instruct  the  present  militia 
to  any  useful  extent,  would  require  a  larger  portion  of  tl 
they  can  possibly  spare  from  the  duty  of  providing  for 
unless  they  are  liberally  paid ;  to  pay  them,  would  absorb  al 
of  the  nation.  The  alternative  appears  to  be,  to  direct  thi 
Government  to  instruct  such  a  portion  of  the  militia  as  tb 
allow,  and  which  would  produce  the  most  beneficial  re 
whole  mass,  leaving  to  the  effects  of  another  system  the  gra 
tion  of  tlio.se  military  acquirements  which,  in  a  republican  ( 
is  so  essential  for  every  citizen  to  possess. 

Acting  upon  this  principle,  and  believing  that  the  instru 
is  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  give  would  be  men 
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Dwed  upon  the  whole  of  the  officers  and  sergeants  of  the  militia  than 
pon  any  particular  class,  the  sections  of  the  bill  which  relate  to  this  part 
1  the  subject  have  been  adopted  by  the  committee.  They  have  also  con* 
iered  it  to  be  proper  to  annex  some  estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of 
e  system  they  recommend. 

Although  it  may  be  considered  that,  by  presenting  a  bill  for  the  "  organ- 
ation  and  classification  "  of  the  militia,  and  the  exposition  of  their  mo- 
ves which  accompany  it,  the  committee  have  performed  the  task  assigned 
:em  by  the  resolution  under  which  they  acted,  they  have,  nevertheless, 
;slieved  it  to  be  their  duty  to  submit  some  further  views,  the  result  of 
ieir  deliberations  upon  this  important  subject 

This  course  may  be  more  excusable,  as  the  committee  have  no  hesita- 
pn  in  acknowledging  that  the  plan  embraced  by  the  bill  is  a  mere  expe- 
rjent,  a  choice  of  difficulties ;  a  system  which,  although  it  will  place  the 
Jlitia  on  a  much  better  footing  than  they  have  before  stood,  yet  it  is  not 
£ely  to  produce  that  great  desideratum,  that  indispensable  requisite  in  a 
government  constituted  like  ours,  the  diffusion  of  a  military  spirit  and 
ilitary  information  throughout  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 
3  The  part  of  the  subject  which  still  remains  to  be  discussed,  will  be  best 
Understood  by  dividing  it  into  two  distinct  propositions. 

1st  Is  it  desirable  that  the  whole  male  population  of  the  United  States, 
f  the  proper  age,  should  be  trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  so  as  to  supersede, 
nder  any  circumstances,  the  necessity  of  a  standing  army?  2dly.  Is  it 
racticable? 

The  solicitude  which  has  been  manifested  by  the  great  men  who  have 
iccessively  filled  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  for 
e  adoption  of  a  system  of  military  discipline  for  the  militia  which  would 
oduce  the  effect  contemplated  by  the  first  proposition,  sufficiently  man- 
Mts  their  sense  of  its  importance.  The  subject  was  often  and  warmly 
commended  by  the  father  of  his  country ;  and,  at  an  early  period  of  his 
Lministration,  a  plan  for  the  purpose  was  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of 
Tar ;  and,  being  corrected  agreeably  to  his  suggestions,  was  submitted 

►  the  national  Legislature.  It  is  believed  that  objections  to  the  expense, 
id  supposed  difficulty  of  executing  this  plan,  and  not  to  its  object,  was 
te  cause  of  its  being  rejected.  Is  the  opinion,  which  prevailed  at  that 
ariod,  that  an  energetic  national  militia  was  to  be  regarded  as  the  capital 
icurity  of  a  free  republic,  less  apparent  at  the  present?  Has  any  thing 
mce  occurred,  either  in  the  history  of  our  own  or  of  any  other  country, 

>  show  that  a  standing  "  army,  forming  a  distinct  class  in  the  communi- 
p,"  is  the  proper  defence  of  a  government  constituted  like  ours  ?  Do  the 
vents  of  the  late  war  show  that  discipline  is  not  necessary  for  the  militia? 
<r  does  the  present  aspect  of  the  political  world  afford  so  much  security 
is  to  justify  the  indifference  which  prevails  in  providing  an  effectual 
lational  defence? 

It  is  impossible  that  any  American  can  recur  to  many  of  the  events,  and 
particularly  to  the  concluding  scenes,  of  the  late  war,  without  feeling  that 
ievation  of  mind  which  a  recollection  of  his  country's  glory  is  calculated 
jo  produce.  There  are,  however,  others,  and  not  a  few,  that  are  eminently 
calculated  to  show  that  an  immense  sacrifice  of  blood  and  treasure  can  be 
iistinctly  traced  to  the  want  of  discipline  in  the  militia.  The  glorious 
luccess  which,  in  several  instances,  crowned  their  efforts,  was  the  result  of 
uncommon  valor,  or  of  valor  united  with  the  advantage  of  a  position  suited 
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^reserve  their  authority  by  standing  armies,  arc  not  allowed  the  use  of 
inns ;  but  the  use  of  arms  is  not  alone  sufficient  A  striking  example  of 
his  is  to  be  found  in  one  of  the  Grecian  republics :  the  Spartans  were 
enabled,  by  the  force  of  discipline  alone,  to  keep  in  subjection  for  ages 
he  Helots,  and  other  ancient  inhabitants  of  Laconia.  These  men  were 
lot  only  allowed  the  use  of  arms,  but  upon  almost  every  occasion  formed 
he  greater  part  of  the  Lacedemonian  army ;  nor  were  they  deficient  in 
>ravery ;  but  they  were  not  permitted  to  learn  that  admirable  discipline 
rhich  distinguished  the  oplites,  or  heavy  anned  infantry,  of  Sparta. 

Another  important  consideration  urging  the  diffusion  of  a  military  spirit 
unoog  our  citizens,  is  the  counterpoise  it  will  afford  to  that  inordinate 
desire  of  wealth  which  seems  to  have  pervaded  the  whole  nation,  bringing 
with  it  habits  of  luxury,  manners,  and  principles  highly  unfavorable  to 
our  republican  institutions. 

The  first  effect  of  this  state  of  society  is,  the  substitution  of  a  standing 
army  for  a  national  militia.  Upon  this  subject  the  committee  beg  leave  to 
make  a  quotation  from  the  report  of  General  Knox,  corrected  by  President 
Washington :  "  It  is,"  says  the  patriotic  Secretary,  "  the  introduction  of 
vice  and  corruption  of  manners  into  the  mass  of  the  people  that  renders  a 
standing  army  necessary.  It  is  when  public  spirit  is  despised,  and  hvarice, 
indolence,  and  effeminacy  of  manners,  predominate,  and  prevent  the  estab- 
lishment of  institutions  which  would  elevate  the  minds  of  the  youth  in 
the  paths  of  virtue  and  honor,  that  a  standing  army  is  formed  and  riveted 
for  ever."  So  true  is  the  principle  here  contended  for,  that  it  is  believed 
there  is  no  instance  in  history  of  a  nation  losing  its  liberties  where  the 
military  spirit  of  tie  people  did  not  decline  in  the  same  proportion  that  the 
corruption  of  manners  advanced.  Nor  was  any  free  government  ever 
overturned  by  an  internal  convulsion,  until  the  destruction  of  that  spirit 
had  been  first  produced  in  the  body  of  the  people  It  was  not  until  the 
amusements  of  the  theatre,  the  baths,  and  the  public  gardens,  had  super- 
seded the  exercises' of  the  Campus  Martius,  that  a  Roman  army  dared  to 
revolt  against  its  country,  and  with  the  power  of  the  sword  to  substitute, 
for  its  free  institutions,  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  didator.  Eighty  years  be- 
fore the  successful  usurpation  of  Caesar,  the  revolt  of  an  army  could  have 
produced  no  such  consequence.  But  the  habits  of  the  people  had  been 
changed.  No  longer  in  every  Roman  citizen  was  to  be  lound  a  trained 
and  practised  soldier.  The  higher  tactics  were  cultivated,  indeed,  with 
zeal  and  success  by  a  martial  nobility  ;  no  period  had  been  more  prolific 
of  great  generals ;  at  none  had  the  discipline  of  the  legions  been  so  per- 
fect, but  they  were  no  longer  filled  by  citizens  taking  their  routine  of  ser- 
vice. The  military  had  become  a  distinct  profession,  composed  of  men 
who,  in  the  habits  of  war  and  pillage,  had  forgotten  the  sacred  obligation* 
attached  to  their  character  as  citizens,  and  who  were  ever  as  ready,  upon 
the  suggestion  of  their  leader,  to  turn  their  arms  against  their  country  as 
the  enemy  whom  they  were  raised  to  oppose. 

As  in  every  age,  then,  and  in  every  country,  the  same  causes  will  pro- 
duce the  same  effects,  the  palladium  of  American  liberty  must  be  the  dif- 
fusion of  military  discipline  and  a  military  spirit  through  the  whole  body 
of  the  people. 

But  secondly,  Is  the  object  attainable  ?  That  it  is  not  attainable  by  any 
of  the  systems  which  have  heretofore  been  in  use  in  the  United  States,  is 
very  evident,  from  the  little  success  which  lias  attended  theuu    Ttatate 
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war  repeatedly  exhibited  the  melancholy  fact,  of  large  corps 
ing  to  the  field  of  battle  without  understanding  a  single  elen 
ciple,  and  without  being  able  to  perform  a  single  evolution, 
lavs  exist,  and  have  existed  in  all  the  States  since  the  warol 
tion,  which  set  apart,  with  great  precision,  a  number  of  days 
for  the  purpose  of  training  and  discipline.  But  from  this"  p 
fruit  has  ever  been  produced.  It  was  an  error,  indeed,  coiun 
militia  systems  in  use  in  the  United  States,  that  the  period; 
were  too  short  and  too  distant  from  each  other  to  produce  a 
To  remedy  this  detect,  five  camps  of  discipline  have  been  re 
One  of  the  reasons  which  governed  the  committee  in  reject! 
of  the  Secretary  of  War's  recommendation,  has  been  expl; 
But  if  that  objection  could  be  overcome,  the  committee  are  fa: 
ing  that  the  object  could  at  all  be  accomplished  in  that  wa 
another  more  formidable  obstacle  to  success ;  more  fonnidabl 
arises  from  the  nature  of  our  Government  and  the  consul 
human  character.  The  sentiments  and  habits  of  a  free  com 
rily  produce  among  the  citizens  a  superior  restlessness  un 
than  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  subjects  of  a  monarchy.  Th 
quenfly  manifests  itself  even  in  a  career  of  military  sen-ice 
high  interests  involved,  and  in  which  they  largely  partake, 
dent  necessity  of  discipline,  might  be  supposed  able  to  corret 
can  scarcely  be  a  restraint  more  vexatious  and  disgusting  to  a 
than  the  initiatory  lessons  of  the  military  art.  Military  discir. 
in  the  observances  of  a  number  of  minute  particulars  which, 
ciate  in  arms,  have  no  apparent  object,  but  which  form  th 
beautiful  and  connected  system.  It  is  believed  that  to  this 
be  attributed  the  tittle  progress  which  has  been  made  in  train 
tia  of  the  United  States.  Nor  is  there  much  prospect  that  ai 
system  could,  with  regard  to  the  present  militia,  produce 
which  we  aim. 

In  searching  for  landmarks  to  guide  us  to  our  object,  it  w: 
that  we  direct  our  attention  to  the  modern  nations  of  Europe, 
we  can  borrow  nothing  to  aid  our  purpose.  Governments 
artificial  distinctions  in  society,  which  estimate  their  sccuri 
ability  of  their  subjects  to  resist  oppression,  can  furnish  a  fret 
no  guides  in  organizing  a  system  of  defence  which  sha 
national.     We  are,  however,  not  without  resource. 

The  ancient  republics, from  which  we  have  drawn  many  n 
maxims  upon  which  to  found  our  civil  institutions  will  fu 
most  perfect  model  for  our  system  of  national  defence.  The 
of  ancient  military  glory— the  foundation  of  that  wonderful 
of  military  skill  and  exited  valor,  which  enabled  the  pett 
Athens  to  resist  the  mighty  torrent  of  Persian  invasion  whic 
walls  of  Sparta,  and  conducted  the  Roman  legions  (influence* 
unhallowed  motives)  to  the  conquest  of  the  world,  will  be  t 
military  education  of  their  youth.  The  victories  of  Marathoi 
of  Cynocephele  and  Pydna,  were  the  practical  results  of  the  en 
Campus  Martius  and  Gymnasia.  It  ia  on  a  foundation  of  thi 
of  this  kind  only,  that  an  energetic  national  militia  can  be  est 
"An  examination  into  the  employments  and  obligations  of 
comprising  the  society,"  says  General  Knox,  «  will  evince  thf 


21  [  531  ] 

ity  of  diffusing  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war  by  any  other 
means  than  a  course  of  discipline  during  the  period  of  nonage.  The  time 
necessary  to  acquire  this  important  knowledge  cannot  be  afforded  at  any 
other  period  of  life  with  so  little  injury  to  the  public  or  private  interests." 
Nothing  is  more  true  than  what  is  here  advanced ;  and  yet  it  is  most  sin- 
gular that  the  amiable  and  patriotic  Secretary  should  have  founded  his 
plan  upon  a  course  of  instruction,  to  commence  within  the  limits  of  non- 
age, indeed,  but  at  so  advanced  a  penod  of  it,  that  all  the  objections  which 
could  be  made  to  disciplining  the  militia  at  a  more  advanced  age  will 
apply  equally  to  it,  with  the  addition  of  others  which  are  more  cogent, 
and  which  are  supposed  to  be  inherent  in  the  system  itself.  Of  his  ad- 
vanced corps,  composed  of  the  youth  of  eighteen,  nineteen,  aud  twenty 
years  of  age,  those  of  eighteen  and  nineteen  are  to  be  drawn  out  for  thirty 
days  in  each  year,  and  those  of  twenty  for  ten  days,  to  be  instructed  in 
camps  of  discipline. 

It  has  been  strongly  urged  against  this  plan,  that  the  separation  of  the 
youth,  at  that  critical  age,  from  the  superintending  vigilance  of  their  pa- 
rents and  guardians,  would  be  a  very  dangerous  step  *,  and  that  the  loss 
of  time  from  the  pursuit  of  their  professions  and  occupations  would  prove 
to  them  a  most  serious  evil. 

Whatever  force  there  may  be  in  these  objections,  the  committee  are  fully 
persuaded  that  the  improvement  to  be  derived  from  the  execution  of  this 
plan  would  not  compensate  for  the  expense  aud  loss  of  time  it  would  oc- 
casion. The  perfection  of  discipline,  as  it  regards  the  soldier,  is  the  grace, 
the  precision,  and  address  with  which  he  performs  certain  evolutions.  To 
arrive  at  this  perfection,  long-continued  practice  is  essential. 

And  since  it  must  be  evident  that  the  time  necessary  for  this  purpose 
cannot  be  taken  from  the  avocations  of  our  citizens  after  they  have  arrived 
at  the  age  of  manhood,  the  only  alternative  is,  to  devise  a  system  of  mili- 
tary instruction,  which  shall  be  engrafted  on,  and  form  a  part  of,  the  ordi- 
nary education  of  our  youth. 

The  organization  of  a  system  thus  extensive  in  its  operations  must 
necessarily  be  a  work  of  some  time  and  difficulty.  The  want  of  statisti- 
cal information  will  prevent  the  committee  from  submitting  to  the  House 
at  this  time  more  than  the  outline  of  their  phm.  It  is  embraced  in  the 
following  propositions : 

As  the  important  advantages  of  the  military  part  of  the  education  of 
youth  will  accrue  to  the  community,  and  not  to  the  individuals  who  ac- 
quire it,  it  is  proper  that  the  whole  expense  of  the  establishment  should 
be  borne  by  the  public  Treasury. 

That,  to  comport  with  the  equality  which  is  the  basis  of  our  constitu- 
tion, the  organization  of  the  establishment  should  be  such  as  to  extend, 
without  exception,  to  every  individual  of  the  proper  age. 

That,  to  secure  this,  the  contemplated  military  instruction  should  not 
be  given  in  distant  schools  established  for  that  purpose,  but  that  it  should 
form  a  branch  of  education  in  every  school  within  the  United  States. 

That  a  corps  of  military  institutions  should  be  formed  to  attend  to  the 
gymnastic  and  elementary  part  of  education  in  every  school  in  the  United 
States,  while  the  more  scientific  part  of  the  art  of  war  shall  be  communi- 
cated by  professors  of  tactics,  to  be  established  in  all  the  higher  semi- 
naries. 

The  committee  are  fully  aware  that  the  est*dbYu>\m\e\\\.  <A  \ivv*v^^»xn»\i 
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• 

1  Brigadier,  full  pay,  $104 $104  00 

1  Brigade  inspector,  with  the  pay  of  major              -            -  50  00 

4  Colonels,  at  $75  -            -            -            -            -  300  00 

4  Lieutenant  colonels,  at  $60           ....  240  00 

4  Majors,  at  $50 200  00 

40  Captains,  at  $40  -            .....  1,60000 

40  Lieutenants,  at  $30                                   -            -            -  1,200  00 

40  2d  Lieutenants,  at  $25     -                                               -  1,000  00 

160  Sergeants,  at  $8  pay,  and  $6  for  rations  -            -            -  2,240  00 

Amount  of  expenses  of  one  brigade  -  6,994  00 

<  The  adjutant  to  be  taken  from  the  line. 

Brigades     -  25 

Expense  of  training  officers  for  one  month,  at  full  pay,  of 
twenty-five  brigades,  or  one  hundred  thousand  men  -  173,850  00 

.Andy  estimating  the  whole  United  States'  militia  at  a  million,  then  the 
total  expense  of  training  the  officers  of  the  whole  militia  would  be  some 
hundred  thousand  dollars  less  than  two  millions. 

The  following  estimate  is  made  on  the  supposition  of  the  officers  receiv- 
ing only  half- pay.  The  estimate  proceeds,  however,  upon  a  supposition 
Chat  no  officer  is  to  receive  less  than  thirty  dollars  per  month,  and  the 
jergeants  full  pay  and  rations. 

2L  Estimate  for  one  hundred  thousand  men. 

1  Brigadier,  half  pay        .... 

1  Brigade  inspector  .... 

4  Colonels,  half-pay         ...  - 

4  Lieutenant  colonels,  half-pay    - 

4  Majors,  $30       ..... 
120  Captains  and  lieutenants,  at  $30 
160  Sergeants,  pay  and  rations        ... 

For  officers  of  one  brigade 

For  25  brigades  -  -  -  -  . 

And  for  1,000,000  .... 

At  thirty  dollars  per  month,  except  sergeants ;  and,  leaving  them  on  full 
pay  and  rations,  then  the  amount  would  be  varied,  as  will  appear  by  the 
third  estimate,  viz : 

134  Officers,  in  a  brigade  of  4,000  men,  at  $30        -  -       $4,020  00 

160  Sergeants,  on  full  pay  and  rations        -  -  -         2,240  00 

One  brigade         ......         6,260  00 

For  100,000,  making  twenty  five  brigades         -  -     156,500  00 

And  for  1,000,000  -  -  -  -  ■    .  l£66(Mft  Oft 


$52  00 

30  00 

150  00 

120  00 

120  00 

3,600  00 

2,240  00 

6,312  00 

•  157,800  00 

■  1,578,000  00 

States ;  for  governing  them  therein ;  and  for  cot 
services :  which  powers  the  committee  have  con 

1.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that,  in  orgai 
be  a  great  improvement  to  divide  them  into  tw 
train  diligently,  and  to  provide  to  arm  immedia 
exempt  the  elderly  men  from  that  sacrifice  of  tirr 
would  require ;  the  organization  of  the  militia 
respects  nearly  as  heretofore  established. 

2.  The  Constitution  having  made  it  the  duty 
Iji-I                  arming  the  militia,  this  power  is  not  duly  exer 

that  the  militia  shall  arm  themselves.  A  law  tc 
by  penalties,  wilt  be  disregarded,  and  if  thus  sa 
for  it  will  operate  as  a  capitation  tax,  which  the  c 
pay  equally,  and  which  will  not  be  borne  by  til 
fixed  by  the  Constitution.  The  committee  do  n< 
lie  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  militia,  when  not 
would  expose  the  arms  to  be  lost  and  destroy 
Congress  should  provide  arsenals,  from  which  t 
the  United  States  could  draw  arms  when  nece 
sufficient  exercise  of  the  power  to  provide  for  arr 

3.  Congress  having  power  to  provide  for  go 
when  they  are  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stn 
training  them  belonging  to  the  State  Govermiu 
not  deemed  it  proper  that  Congress  should  presf 
ted  to  training,  or  the  manner  in  which  that  ob 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  State  Legislatures  to  enact  tl 
purpose.  The  committee  deem  it  a  sufficient  ex« 
vide  for  disciplining  the  militia,  to  direct  the  aprx 
officers,  to  prescribe  their  duties,  and  to  provid 
comprehending  the  camp  duties,  instruction,  fiel 
vice  of  the  militia. 

4.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  thai  the  rej 
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Les,  it  has  appeared  to  your  committee  that  the  senior  class  migh 
rnpted  from  being  marched  out  of  the  State  to  which  they  may  belo 
;^the  junior  class,  composed  of  ardent  and  vigorous  men,  the  effic: 
e  of  the  nation,  should,  when  called  into  service,  continue  therein  s< 
£,  after  having  acquired  the  knowledge  and  habits  of  soldiers;  that 
-ers  should,  by  their  own  consent,  be  continued  still  longer  in  sen? 
military  knowledge,  principles,  and  habits,  are  most  essential  to  the 
rs,  who  are  the  souls  of  an  army.  It  has  also  appeared  to  your  c 
<ee,  that  those  principles  would  be  best  acquired  by  the  officers  of 
tia,  in  serving  with  officers  of  the  regular  troops  on  court  martial 
trial  of  offenders  either  of  the  regular  troops  or  militia. 
.  The  compensation  to  the  militia  for  their  services,  consisting  of 
allowance  for  clothing,  and  of  pensions  in  case  of  disability  by  wou 
sived  in  the  service,  the  committee  would  allow  to  remain  near! 
stofore  fixed  by  law. 

^he  committee,  acting  according  to  the  foregoing  principles,  report  a 
trovide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  tor  cat 
m  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  governing  them  therein, 
compensating  them  for  their  services. 


THE  MILITIA. 
[Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  22, 1819.] 

Harrison,  from  the  Committee  upon  the  improvement  in  the  org 
zation  and  discipline  of  the  militia,  made  the  following  report : 

That,  having  had  the  subject  under  their  consideration,  and  fine 
t  a  bill  containing  a  system  of  organization  and  discipline,  reporte< 
last  session,  was  before  the  House,  they  have  nothing  further  to  ( 
the  particular  points  contained  in  the  bill.  But  as  it  is  their  opii 
t,  if  the  bill  should  be  adopted,  it  will  be  advancing  but  a  single  ; 
-ard  the  attainment  of  the  important  object  of  rendering  the  militia 
cases,  a  substitute  for  a  standing  army,  they  have  directed  their  at 
i  toward  some  ulterior  measure  by  which  it  might  be  effected.  T 
re  been  enabled  to  devise  none  better  than  that  which  is  contained 
report  made  to  this  House  on  the  17th  January,  1817;  and  they 
t  the  following  extract  therefrom  may  form  a  part  of  their  report: 
;  The  great  difficulty  to  be  encountered  is  the  application  ot  a  sys 
liscipline  or  military  instruction  to  a  great  population  scattered  ove: 
nense  territory. 

:  The  accomplishment  of  this  object,  at  once,  is  evidently  not  wii 
power  of  the  Government  To  instruct  the  present  militia  of  the  co 
,  to  any  useful  extent,  would  require  a  larger  portion  of  their  time  t 
y  can  possibly  spare  from  the  duty  of  providing  for  their  families, 
j  they  are  liberally  paid  :  to  pay  them  would  absorb  all  the  resou: 
the  nation.  The  alternative  appears  to  be  to  direct  the  efforts  of 
rernment  to  instruct  such  a  portion  of  the  militia  as  their  means 
>w,  and  which  would  produce  the  most  beneficial  result  upon  the  wl 
ss ;  leaving  to  the  effects  of  another  system  the  gradual  introductio 


theless,  believed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  submit  some 
of  their  deliberations  upon  this  important  subject 

"  This  course  may  be  more  excusable,  as  the  co 
tatioti  in  acknowledging  that  the  plan  embraced  I 
pedient — a  choice  o?  difficulties — a  system  whicl 
the  militia  upon  a  much  belter  footing  than  they  1 
it  is  not  likely  to  produce  that  great  desideratum 
quisite  in  a  Government  constituted  like  ours— th 
spirit  and  military  information  throughout  the  gre 

"  The  part  of  the  subject  which  still  remains 
best  understood  by  dividing  it  into  two  distinct  p: 

"  1st.  Is  it  desirable  that  the  whole  male  populat 
of  the  proper  age,  should  be  trained  to  the  use  of; 
under  any  circumstances,  the  necessity  of  a  stand 

"2d.  Is  it  practicable? 

"  The  solicitude  which  has  been  manifested  by 
successfully  filled  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  < 
the  adoption  of  a  system  of  military  discipline  for  i 
produce  the  effect  contemplated  by  the  first  propa 
fests  their  sense  of  its  importance.  The  subjec 
recommended  by  the  Father  of  his  country,  and, 
administration,  a  plan  for  the  purpose  was  propc 
War,  and,  being  corrected  agreeably  to  his  sugges 
the  National  Legislature.  It  is  believed  that  ob 
and  supposed  difficulty  of  executing  this  plan,  at 
cause  of  its  being  rejected.  Is  the  opinion  which 
that  an  energetic  national  militia  was  to  be  regarde 
of  a  free  republic,  less  apparent  at  the  present! 
occurred,  either  in  the  history  of  our  own  or  of  an 
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^an  be  distinctly  traced  to  the  want  of  discipline  in  the  militia.  The 
ous  success  which,  in  several  instances,  crowned  their  efforts  was  the 
Lt  of  uncommon  valor,  or  of  valor  united  with  the  advantage  of  a  posi- 
suited  to  their  peculiar  character.  The  greater  part  of  the  American 
ia,  accustomed  from  their  early  youth  to  the  use  of  firearms,  are 
atless  more  formidable  than  any  other  troops  in  the  world  in  the  de- 
3  of  a  line  or  rampart.  Victories  in  the  field  are  gained  by  other  qual- 
;  by  those  disciplined  evolutions  which  give  harmony  and  concert 
dimerous  bodies  of  men,  and  enable  whole  armies  to  move  with  the 
-ity  and  address  of  single  combatants.  Let  our  militia  be  instructed, 
.America  would  be  equal  to  a  contest  with  the  rest  of  the  world  united, 
improvements  which  have  been  made  in  the  art  of  war  since  the 
■nencement  of  the  French  Revolution  give  greater  advantages  to  in- 
oig  and  disciplined  armies,  acting  against  those  of  a  contrary  character, 
t  they  before  possessed.  This  arises  from  their  increased  activity, 
i^uced  by  the  great  multiplication  of  their  light  troops  *,  the  celerity  of 
-ement  given  to  the  artillery ;  and,  above  all,  to  the  improvements  in 
staff,  placing  the  subsistence  of  large  armies  upon  a  footing  of  security 
Dnd  what  was  formerly  supposed  to  be  possible.  An  improvement  in 
ics,  which  gives  advantages  to  the  professed  soldier  who  fights  for  con- 
st over  the  citizen  who  bears  arms  only  in  the  defence  of  his  country, 
«haps  to  be  regretted,  and  no  alternative  is  left  to  the  latter  but  to  per- 
himself  in  the  same  arts  and  discipline.  It  is  believed  that  there  is 
-nstance  on  record  of  a  republic,  whose  citizens  had  been  trained  to 
use  of  arms,  having  been  conquered  by  a  nation  possessing  a  different 
n  of  Government.  Small  republics  have  been  overthrown  by  those 
.ch  were  more  powerful,  as  Saguntum  destroyed  by  Cartilage,  and  Nu- 
ltia  by  Rome :  but  it  has  been  observed  of  those  Governments,  that 
eir  walls  and  towers  became  their  funeral  piles,  leaving  nothing  to  their 
qucrors  but  their  ashes.' 

The  committee  cannot  conceive  that  any  aspect,  however  pacific  it 
y  be,  which  the  Governments  of  Europe  may  for  the  present  have  as- 
led  toward  this  country,  should  be  used  as  an  argument  to  procrasti- 
3,  even  for  a  day,  any  measure  calculated  to  render  their  future  hostility 
rdve.  It  cannot  be  believed  that  any  real  friendship  can  exist  in  the 
ists  of  the  sovereigns  of  that  continent  for  a  Government  which  has 
a  founded  upon  principles  so  opposite  to  theirs,  and  which,  by  the 
piness  it  diffuses,  affords  an  eternal  satire  and  reproach  upon  their  con - 
t.  Whatever  security,  then,  may  be  derived  from  their  policy,  none 
certainly  be  expected  from  their  forbearance,  whenever,  from  a  change 
ircumstances,  they  may  think  it  proper  to  change  their  policy.  The 
rties  of  America  must,  then,  be  preserved  as  they  wore  won — by  the 
s,  the  discipline,  and  the  valor  of  her  freeborn  sons. 
But  the  defence  of  our  country  against  a  foreign  enemy  does  not  con- 
ite  the  only  (perhaps  not  the  chief)  motive  of  military  improvements 
he  extent  contemplated  by  the  proposition  we  are  considering.  The 
ty  of  a  republic  depends  as  much  upon  the  equality  in  the  use  of  arms 
>ng  its  citizens,  as  upon  the  equality  of  rights ;  nothing  can  be  more 
gerous  in  such  a  Government  than  to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  mili- 
r  art  confined  to  a  part  of  the  people,  for  sooner  or  later  that  part  will 
ern. 
The  effects  of  discipline  possessed  by  a  few,  to  control  numbers  with- 


e  greater  pari  ui  i 
cient  in  bravery;  but  they  were  not  permitted 
discipline  which  distinguished  the  oplites,  or  h 
Sparta. 

"  Another  important  consideration,  urging  the 
spirit  among  our  citizens  is,  the  counterpoise  it  v 
ditiate  desire  of  wealth,  which  seems  to  have  pen 
bringing  with  it  habits  of  luxury,  manners,  and  ] 
vorable  to  our  republican  institutions. 

"  The  first  effect  of  this  state  of  society  is  the 
ing  army  tor  a  national  militia.  Upon  this  siibj 
leave  to  make  a  quotation  from  the  report  of  Gem 
President  Washington.  '  It  is,'  says  the  patrioti' 
dnction  of  vice  and  corruption  of  manners  into  i 
that  renders  a  standing  army  necessary.  It  is  w 
spised,  and  avarice,  indolence,  and  effeminacy  ol 
and  prevent  the  establishment  of  institutions  wl 
minds  of  the  youth  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  hi 
my  is  formed  and  riveted  for  ever.*  So  true  is  the  ] 
for,  that  it  is  believed  there  is  no  instance  in  hisfc 
liberties  where  the  military  spirit  of  the  people 
same  proportion  that  the  corruption  of  manners  ai 
free  Government  ever  overturned  by  an  internal  c 
struction  of  that  spirit  had  been  first  produced  in 
It  was  not  until  the  amusements  of  the  theatre,  tr 
dens,  had  superseded  the  exercises  of  the  Cninpus 
army  dared  to  revolt  against  its  country,  and  with 
to  substitute  for  its  free  institutions  the  arbitrary  v 
years  before  the  successful  usurpation  of  Caesar, 
could  have  produced  no  such  consequence. 

"  But  the  habits  of  the  people  had  been  chang 
Roman  citizen  was  to  be  found  a  trained  and  praci 
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sion  of  military  discipline  and  a  military  spirit  through  the  whole 

"  of  the  people. 

But  secondly,  Is  the  object  attainable  ? 

That  it  is  not  attainable  by  any  oi  the  systems  which  have  heretofore 

in  use  in  the  United  States,  is  very  evident  from  the  little  success 
ih  has  attended  them.  The  late  war  repeatedly  exhibited  the  melan- 
\f  fact  of  large  corps  of  militia  going  to  the  field  of  battle,  without 
srstanding  a  single  elementary  principle,  and  without  being  able  to 
»rm  a  single  evolution.  Yet  militia  laws  exist,  and  have  existed,  in 
ie  States  since  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  which  set  apart,  with  great 
^sion,  a  number  of  days  in  each  year  for  the  purposes  of  training  and 
pline.  But  from  this  plan  no  good  fruit  has  ever  been  produced.  It 
an  error,  indeed,  common  to  all  the  militia  systems  in  use  in  the 
-ed  States,  that  the  periods  for  training  were  too  short  and  too  distant 
l  each  other  to  produce  much  benefit 
To  remedy  this  defect,  camps  of  discipline  have  been  recommended. 

of  the  reasons  which  governed  the  committee  in  rejecting  that  part 
ne  Secretary  of  War's  recommendation  has  been  explained  above ;  but 
at  objection  could  be  overcome,  the  committee  are  far  from  thinking 
the  object  could  at  all  be  accomplished  in  that  way.  There  is  an- 
:r  more  formidable  obstacle  to  success ;  more  formidable,  because  it 
3s  from  the  nature  of  our  Government,  and  the  constitution  of  the 
lan  character.  The  sentiments  and  habits  of  a  free  country  necessa- 
produce  among  the  citizens  a  superior  restlessness  under  restraint 
1  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  subjects  of  a  monarchy.  This  spirit  fre- 
ntly  manifests  itself  even  in  a  career  of  military  services,  where  the 
l  interests  involved  (and  in  which  they  largely  partake),  and  the  evi- 
t  necessity  of  discipline,  might  be  supposed  able  to  correct  it  There 
scarcely  be  a  restraint  more  vexatious  and  disgusting  to  a  grown  man 
l  the  initiatory  lessons  of  the  military  art  Military  discipline  consists 
le  observance  of  a  number  of  minute  particulars  which,  to  the  novitiate 
rms,  have  no  apparent  object,  but  which  form  the  links  of  a  beautiful 
connected  system.  It  is  believed  that  to  this  cause  is  to  be  attributed 
little  progress  which  has  been  made  in  training  the  militia  of  the 
ted  States ;  nor  is  there  much  prospect  that  any  change  of  system 
Id,  with  regard  to  the  present  militia,  produce  the  result  at  which  we 
• 

In  searching  for  landmarks  to  guide  us  to  our  object,  it  will  be  in  vain 
we  direct  our  attention  to  the  modern  nations  of  Europe ;  from  them 
can  borrow  nothing  to  aid  our  purpose ;  Governments  formed  upon 
icial  distinctions  in  society,  which  estimate  their  security  by  the  ma- 
;y  of  their  subjects  to  resist  oppression,  can  furnish  a  free  people  with 
guides  in  organizing  a  system  of  defence  which  shall  be  purely  na- 
al.     We  are,  however,  not  without  resource. 

The  ancient  republics,  from  which  we  have  drawn  many  of  the 
icest  maxims  upon  which  to  found  our  civil  institutions,  will  furnish 
>  a  most  perfect  model  for  our  system  of  national  defence.  The  whole 
■et  of  ancient  military  glory,  the  foundation  of  that  wonderful  combi- 
on  of  military  skill  and  exalted  valor  which  enabled  the  petty  republic 
ithens  to  resist  the  mighty  torrent  of  Persian  invasion,  which  formed 
walls  of  Sparta,  and  conducted  the  Roman  legions  (influenced,  in- 
d,  by  unhallowed  motives)  to  the  conquest  of  the  world,  will  be  found 


upon  a  course  of  instruction,  to  commence  w: 
indeed,  but  at  so  advanced  a  period  of  it,  thi 
could  be  made  to  disciplining  the  militia  at  a 
ply  equally  to  it,  with  the  addition  of  others  • 
which  are  supposed  to  be  inherent  in  the  sysl 
corps,  composed  of  the  youth  of  18,  19,  and 
and  19  are  to  be  drawn  out  for  thirty  days  in 
for  ten  days,  to  he  instructed  in  camps  of  disc 

"  It  has  been  strongly  urged  against  this  pi 
youth,  at  that  critical  age,  from  the  superinte 
rents  and  guardians,  would  be  a  very  danger 
time  from  the  pursuit  of  their  professions  and 
them  a  most  serious  evil. 

"  Whatever  force  there  may  be  in  these  o 
fully  persuaded  that  the  improvement  to  be  d 
this  plan  would  not  compensate  for  the  exper 
occasion.  The  perfection  of  discipline,  as  i 
grace,  the  precision,  and  address,  with  whicl 
tions.     To  arrive  at  this  perfection,  long-conl 

"  And  since  it  must  be  evident  that  the  tin 
cannot  be  taken  from  the  avocations  of  our 
rived  at  the  age  of  manhood,  the  only  alterni 
military  instruction,  which  shall  be  engrafted 
ordinary  education  of  our  youth. 

"  The  organization  of  a  system,  thus  exte 
necessarily  be  a  work  of  some  time  and  diffi 
tical  information  will  prevent  the  committee  fr 
at  this  time,  more  than  the  outline  of  their  ] 
following  propositions : 

"  As  the  important  advantages  of  the  milit 
the  youth  will  accrue  to  the  community  and 
require  it,  it  is  proper  that  the  whole  expense 
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-^  That  a  corps  of  the  military  institutions  should  be  formed  to  attend  to 
2:  gymnastic  and  elementary  part  of  education  in  every  school  in  the 

uted  States,  while  the  more  scientific  part  of  the  art  of  war  shall  be 
aomunicated  by  professors  of  tactics  to  be  established  in  all  the  higher 

Hnaries. 
ir  The  committee  are  fully  aware  that  the  establishment  of  an  institu- 
?~i,  which,  from  its  nature,  is  calculated  to  produce  an  important  change 
-jdie  manners  and  habits  of  the  nation,  will  be  received  with  caution  and 
3(trii8t  by  a  people  jealous  of  their  liberties,  and  who  boast  of  a  Govern- 
~-nt  which  executes  its  powers  with  the  least  possible  sacrifice  of  indi- 
^ual  right.    An  encroachment  upon  individual  rights  forms  no  part  of 
^ir  system.     It  is  not  a  conscription  which  withdraws  from  an  anxious 
vent  a  son  for  whose  morals  he  fears  more  than  for  his  life.    It  is  not  a 
^rsian  or  Turkish  mandate  to  educate  the  youth  within  the  purlieus  of 
Corrupt  court,  but  a  system  as  purely  republican  in  practice  as  in  prin- 
ce. 
"7  The  means  are  furnished  by  the  Government,  and  the  American 

Tilth  are  called  upon  to  qualify  themselves  under  the  immediate  inspec- 
mn  of  their  parents,  or  of  tutors  chosen  by  their  parents,  for  the  sacred 
"  k  of  defending  the  liberties  of  their  country. 
^■4  Although  the  system  of  General  Knox  widely  differs  from  that  which 

s  been  recommended  by  the  committee,  his  opinion  of  the  effects  to  be 
Sduced  by  it  is  conceived  to  be  more  particularly  applicable  to  the  latter. 
*f  the  United  States,'  says  he, '  possess  the  vigor  of  mind  to  establish  the 
^st  institution,  for  the  military  instruction  of  youth,  it  may  reasonably  be 
rpected  to  produce  the  most  unequivocal  advantages.    A  glorious  na- 

•nal  spirit  will  be  introduced,  with  its  extensive  train  of  political  consc- 
iences. The  youth  will  imbibe  a  love  of  their  country,  reverence  and 
■edience  to  its  laws,  courage  and  elevation  of  mind,  openness  and  libe- 
lity  of  character,  accompanied  by  a  just  spirit  of  honor.  In  addition  to 
hich,  their  bodies  will  acquire  a  robustness,  greatly  conducive  to  their 
monal  happiness ;  while  habit,  with  its  silent  but  efficacious  operations, 
ill  durably  cement  the  system.' 

"  That  the  House  may  possess  all  the  information  necessary  to  act  upon 
is  important  subject,  the  committee  respectfully  recommend  the  adop- 
>n  of  the  following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  required  to  prepare  and  lay 
yfbre  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the  military 
tstruction  of  all  the  youth  of  the  United  States  in  the  way  which  is  best 
dculated  for  the  purpose,  with  as  little  injury  as  possible  to  the  ordinary 
>urse  of  education."  * 

Istimates  of  the  expenses  of  training  the  officers  and  sergeants  of  the  mM~ 
tia  of  the  United  States.  These  estimates  are  made  on  a  supposed  num* 
ber  of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  divided  equally »,  as  nearly  as  may  be9 
into  twenty-Jive  brigailes. 

1st.  Estimate  upon  the  supposition  that  the  officers  and  sergeants  re- 
eive  full  pay,  without  rations,  or  an  allowance  for  rations  or  forage,  except 
y  the  sergeants,  for  whom  rations  might  be  necessary. 

Each  brigade  containing,  according  to  estimate,  four  thousand  men, 
rill  be  composed  of  four  regiments,  or  forty  companies. 
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There  would  then  be  the  following  field  and  staff  officer 
attend  the  training : 
1  Brigadier  full  pay,  $104  - 
1  Brigade  inspector,  with  the  pay  of  major  - 
4  Colonels,  at  $75  ----- 
4  Lieutenant  colonels,  at  $60 
4  Majors,  at  $60      ----- 
40  Captains,  at  $40  - 

40  Lieutenants,  at  $30  -  -  - 

40  Second  lieutenants,  at  $25  ... 

1 1  160  Sergeants,  $8  pay,  and  $6  for  rations 


■         :  ! 


Amount  of  expenses  of  one  brigade 


\* 


The  adjutant  to  be  taken  from  the  line. 
Brigades  25. 
.*)  Expense  of  training  officers  for  one  month,  at  full-pay, 

\i  twenty-five  brigades,  or  one  hundred  thousand  men 

Lj  And  estimating  the  United  States'  militia  at  a  million, 

i     f|  expense  of  training  the  officers  of  the  whole  militia  would 

dred  thousand  dollars  less  than  two  millions. 

The  following  estimate  is  made  on  the  supposition  of  t 
ceiving  only  half-pay ;  the  estimate  proceeds,  however,  upoi 
that  no  officer  is  to  receive  less  than  thirty  dollars  per  m< 
I  >  i  |(  sergeants  full-pay  and  rations. 

Second  estimate  for  100,000  men. 
i  1  Brigadier,  half-pay  ... 

1  Brigade  inspector  .... 

4  Colonels,  half-pay  .... 

;  jj  4  Lieutenant  colonels,  half-pay       ... 

j     -jl  4  Majors,  $30  each  ----- 

';  120  Captains  and  lieutenants,  at  $30 

jj  160  Sergeants,  pay  and  rations 

■  lj  For  officers  of  one  brigade  ... 

I  For  twenty-five  brigades  ... 

And  for  1,000,000  .... 


Ik 

i    i 

m 

.i : 

i.  t 

M. 


) 


:M 


I 

,  1 


j*  At  thirty  dollars  per  month,  except  sergeants,  and  leaving 

pay  and  rations,  then  the  amount  would  be  varied,  as  will 
'  !■■  thud  estimate,  viz  : 

134  Officers  in  a  brigade  of  4,000,  at  $30 
160  Sergeants  on  full  pay  and  rations 


■  * 

ir 

i 


• 


i 


I 


One  brigade         .... 
For  100,000,  making  twenty-five  brigades 
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1st  Session. 


MEMORIAL 


or  A 


NUMBER  OP  UNDERWRITERS 


w  the 


Oityof  New  Orleans,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March 

2, 1837,  concerning  pilots. 


June  8, 1840. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 

assembled: 

The  undersigned,  underwriters  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  represent  to  your  honorable  bodies,  that  they  have  been  in- 
formed that  efforts  are  making  to  procure  the  repeal  of  an  act  of  Congress 
approved  on  the  second  day  of  March,  1837,  authorizing  masters  of  ves- 
sels coming  into,  or  going  out  of,  any  port  situate  upon  waters  which  are 
the  boundaries  of  two  States,  to  employ  any  pilot,  duly  licensed  or  author- 
ized by  the  laws  of  either  State,  to  pilot  vessels  to  or  from  said  port 

Wherever  this  law  has  been  in  operation,  great  benefits  to  commerce 
have  been  experienced.  Life  and  property  have  been  exposed  to  fewer 
hazards ;  and  both  have  unquestionably  been  saved,  that  would  have  been 
lost  under  the  monopoly  which  existed  previous  to  the  passage  of  this  act 
The  competition  which  has  been  created  by  opposing  companies  of  pilots, 
has  increased  their  knowledge  of  channels  and  coasts,  extended  their 
cruises  seaward,  (by  which  they  have  been  enabled  to  succor  vessels  in 
distress,)  increased  the  spirit  ol  accommodation  and  vigilance,  and  im- 
proved their  condition  professionally  and  socially. 

Under  these  impressions,  the  undersigned  could  not  fail  to  view  there- 
peal  of  the  law  as  a  commercial  misfortune ;  and  as  calculated  to  increase 
Iranian  suffering,  and  die  dangers  to  which  life  and  property  are  exposed 
on  approaching  land. 

JOHN  K.  WEST, 
Preset  Lou.  State  Marine  8f  Fire  Ins.  Oo. 

P.  PESCHIEZ, 
Preset  Orleans  Theatre  and  Ins.  Co* 

M.  S.  CURRILLIS, 
Preset  Merchants9  Insurance  Co. 
THOS.  URQUHART, 
Preset  New  Orleans  Insurance  Co. 

Bimir  &  Rives,  printers. 
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1st  Session. 


REPORT   ' 

FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

Transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  copies  of  ike 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  which  have  taken    ' 
for  the  recovery  of  the  Peapatch  island. 


June  8, 1840. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department, 

June  5, 184a 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  and 
accompanying  documents,  which  embrace  all  the  correspondence  on  thefilea 
of  this  department,  relative  to  the  proceedings  which  have  been  taken  for 
the  recovery  of  the  Peapatch  island,  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  dated  the  29th  ultimo. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Hod.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Engineer  Department, 

June  1,  1848. 
8ir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  herewith,  copies  of  a  letter  from  Hoi. 
T.  Clayton,  dated  the  22d  of  March,  1839,  and  one  from  Mr.  J.  T.  Hudson 
dated  the  14th  of  April,  1839,  both  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  ud 
referring  to  the  case  of  the  Peapatch  island ;  being  all  the  correspondence 
on  file  in  this  office,  and  embraced  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  die 
29th  ultimo,  referred  by  you  to  this  department  for  a  report  The  ratal* 
tkm  is  returned  herewith. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN, 
CoL  and  Chief  Engineer. 
Hon.  J.  JL  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 

msk  &  Biro,  priateia. 


m#  Mr.  Attorney  General  Butler  could  an.; 
in  the  charge,  unless  we  supposed  that  h 
cannot  imagine.  But  the  case  of  the  Unite 
the  court  and  jury ;  this  will  not  happen  on 
district  attorney  in  New  Jersey,  on  the  fore 
taken  in  the  country  to  be  read  in  evidence, 
incontestable  proofs  of  their  falsity. 

Having  thoroughly  considered  this  case,  ir 
offered,  to  have  presented  my  views  upon  it  t< 
to  sny  to  you  that  I  have  not  a  doubt  but 
States.  Without  intending  to  advise,  woulc 
instructions  to  the  district  attorney,  to  direct ! 
for  the  security  of  the  property  of  (he  Utiitec 
the  pendency  of  the  suit? 

I  beg  this  freedom  may  not  be  mtsundersto 
wish  to  be  engaged  as  counsel ;  for,  since  my 
have  resisted  all  solicitations  to  take  part  in  a 
tioq.l  mean  to  adhere  to. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  t 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsktt, 

Secretary  of  War. 


N 

DteAR  Sir:  As  the  time  is  rapidly  approach 

£Wi«ie  to  return  to  the  west,  I  am  obliged  to  a 

me  whether  it  is  the  purpose  of  ibe  depart  roe 

With -nw  in  relation  to  the  purchase  ot  the  Pe 

Any  communication  addressed  to  me,  at  I 


3  [533] 

relation  to  the  purchase  of  the  Peapatch  island,  has  been  received ;  and 
in  answer,  I  have  to  inform  you  that,  in  conformity  with  the  directions  of 
Congress,  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  has  been  instructed  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  try  the  title  to  the  island. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
J.  T.  Hudson,  Esq. 

No.  17  Whitehall  street.  New  York. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  8, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following  f 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  IT!.] 


Tht  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  "  An  act  for  the 

of  the  heirs  of  Michael  Seitsinger"  report : 

This  bill  proposes  to  grant  to  the  heirs  of  said  Seitsinger,  a  gratuity  of 
£20  per  annum,  from  March  4,  1831,  to  the  death  of  said  Seitsinger,  for  six 
months1  service  by  him  in  the  Revolution.  Three  terms  of  service,  each 
of  two  months,  are  alleged — the  first  in  1776,  when  Seitsinger  was  scarcely 
thirteen  years  old ;  the  second  in  1777,  when  he  was  about  fourteen ;  and 
the  third  in  1781.  It  is  plain  that  the  first  four  months  could  not  have  been 
military  duty :  and  it  would  be  absurd  to  believe  that  he  was  draughted  to 
perform  the  second  term,  when  he  was  about  fourteen  years  old,  as  he  states. 
If  the  claim  of  the  heirs,  as  such,  could  be  admitted,  still  the  proof  of  six 
months'  military  service  is  not  satisfactory. 

The  committee  recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 


I 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  8, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  EL  No.  163.] 

e  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  uAn  act  for  the  relief 

of  Ann  Bloomfield?  report : 

Thomas  Bloomfield,  the  husband  of  said  Ann,  was  placed  on  the  pension - 
,  Rt  the  rate  of  $8  per  month,  by  a  special  Jaw  of  Congress,  in  1830, 
services  in  the  Revolution.  These  services,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
moner of  Pensions,  are  not  set  forth  and  proved  with  sufficient  exact- 
s,  in  point  of  time  and  duration,  to  authorize  the.allowance  of  a  pension 
he  widow,  independent  of  the  objections  that  the  service,  which  was  not 
ved  with  any  certainty  whatever,  was  not  of  a  military  character,  and 
t  the  marriage  and  its  date  were  not  sufficiently  made  out. 
Jo  far  as  the  widow  is  concerned,  the  last  objection  is  conclusive,  in  the 
nion  of  the  committee.  The  only  evidence  to  show  the  date  of  the  mar- 
ge is  the  bare  declaration  of  the  widow,  who  fixes  it  "  about  1781."  A 
ness  swears  that  the  parties  lived  together  as  husband  and  wife ;  but  she 
tot  able  to  swear  to  an  actual  marriage,  or  to  any  date. 
The  committee  recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

ir  A  Rives,  printers. 
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Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Strange,  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  995.] 


-  v» 


*         .1   ' 


Fke  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  House  bill  296, 
for  the  relief  of  William  /.  Roberts  and  William  Detheragey  report : 

That  it  seems  that  one  William  Morrison  and  John  Roberts  became 
ureties  for  one  Caleb  Morrison  and  George  Wheeler,  on  a  contract  to  fur- 
lish  a  supply  of  arms  to  the  United  States.  The  contract  was  not  corn- 
died  with,  and  suit  for  its  breach  was  instituted  and  judgment  obtained 
tgainst  said  Morrison  and  Roberts  in  April,  1822.  In  January,  1822, 
fohn  Roberts  executed  a  deed  of  trust  on  real  estate,  and  on  the  same  day 
t  was  notified  for  registration,  but  was  not  delivered  to  the  proper  officer 
or  registration  until  September,  1822.  Under  this  deed  petitioner!  claim, 
ind  it  is  alleged  that  the  foregoing  facts  render  it  doubtful  whether,  accord- 
ing to  law,  the  judgment  of  the  United  States  or  the  deed  of  petitioners  is 
entitled  to  preference ;  and  the  United  States  is  asked  to  settle  this  ques- 
tion by  relinquishing  its  claim. 

It  further  appears,  that  the  co-defendant  of  Roberts,  John  Morrison,  also 
executed  a  deed  of  trust  after  the  rendition  of  the  judgment  of  the  United 
States  against  him ;  and  a  sale  being  made  under  it,  two  persons,  named 
Ward  and  Ficklin,  became  purchasers,  who  made  partial  payments  on  said 
purchase,  and  gave  their  bonds  for  the  residue.  The  United  States  filed 
its  bill  against  all  the  parties,  and  finally  obtained  a  decree  subjecting 
Morrison's  lands  in  the  hands  of  Ward  and  Ficklin  to  the  payment  of  its 
judgment  Whereupon,  Ward  and  Ficklin  presented  a  petition  to  Con- 
gress for  relief  from  this  liability,  which  was  granted.  It  is  further  stated,  thai 
John  Roberts  became  co-surety  with  Morrison,  solely  upon  the  ground  of 
a  promise  of  indemnity  to  the  said  Roberts  by  the  said  Morrison.  All 
this,  it  is  alleged,  raises  a  doubt  whether  the  land  claimed  by  petitioners  is 
not  discharged  from  liability  to  the  United  States ;  and  here  again  the 
United  States  is  asked  to  resolve  the  doubt  by  relinquishing  its  claim. 

Upon  the  facts,  taking  them  all  to  be  statea  by  petitioners,  the  commit- 
tee is  of  opinion  that  if  the  land  claimed  by  petitioners  is  not  subject  by 
law  to  the  judgment  of  the  United  States,  no  legislation  is  necessary  for 
their  relief;  and  if  it  is,  although  the  United  States  may  have  heretofore 
acted  with  more  mercy  than  justice  towards  Messrs.  Ward  and  Ficklin, 
there  is  no  good  reason  why  any  new  law  should  be  passed  discharging 
the  land  claimed  by  petitioners. 
It  therefore  recommends  that  the  bill  do  not  pass. 
&  Rives,  printer* 
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Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Strange  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  296.] 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  House  bill 
^  (Aid.  296)  for  the  relief  of  John  Roberts,  report  : 

That  it  seems  that  one  William  Morrison  and  the  petitioner  became  the 
sureties  for  one  Caleb  Morrison  and  one  John  Wheeler,  on  a  contract  to 
furnish  arms  to  the  United  States.  The  contract  was  not  complied  with, 
and  suit  for  its  breach  was  instituted,  and  judgment  obtained,  against  the 
said  Morrison  and  Roberts,  in  April,  1822.  In  January,  1822,  Roberts  ex- 
ecuted a  deed  of  trust  on  a  portion  of  his  property ;  and  some  time  after 
the  judgment,  the  other  defendant  (John  Morrison)  conveyed  his  property* 
by  deed  in  trust.  A  sale  of  Morrison's  property  was  made  under  the  deed 
in  trust,  and  two  persons,  named  Ward  and  Ficklin,  became  purchasers, 
who  made  partial  payments  on  said  purchase,  and  gave  their  bonds  for  the 
residue.  The  United  States  filed  its  bill  against  the  latter  parties,  and 
finally  obtained  a  decree  subjecting  the  lands  in  the  hands  of  Ward  and 
Ficklin  to  the  payment  of  its  judgment;  whereupon,  Ward  and  Ficklin 
presented  a  petition  to  Congress  for  relief  from  this  liability,  which  petition 
was  granted.  It  is  further  stated,  that  John  Roberts  became  co  surety  with 
John  Morrison  solely  upon  the  ground  of  a  promise  of  indemnity  to  the 
said  Roberts  by  the  said  Morrison.  All  this,  it  is  said,  raises  a  doubt 
whether  the  petitioner  is  not  discharged  by  law ;  and  Congress  is  asked  to 
pass  a  law  granting  an  express  discharge. 

This  the  committee  cannot  recommend,  believing  that,  if  he  is  already 
discharged  by  existing  laws,  no  legislation  for  his  relief  is  necessary ;  and 
if  he  is  not  already  discharged,  no  sufficient  consideration  is  set  forth  in 
ilis  petition  to  induce  such  discharge. 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  8,  1840. 

Submitted  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Davis  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  8.  No.  367.] 

The  Committee  on  Commerce,  having  had  under  consideration 
lution  of  the  Senate  instructing  the  committee  to  inquire  into 
diency  of  modifying  the  law  in  relation  to  seamen  discharged 
ports,  report  thereon  as  follows : 

The  committee  have  had  before  them  various  proofs  of  embai 
which  occur  in  foreign  ports,  which  seem  to  demand  a  remedy  f< 
ter  security  of  seamen,  as  well  as  for  the  relief  of  masters  and  o« 

The  law  of  1803,  which  secures  to  seamen  three  months'  addi 
if  discharged  in  foreign  ports,  has  been  found,  in  practical  operat 
times  to  prove  injurious  to  seamen,  while  it  was  designed  for  thi 
It  often  occurs,  that  in  the  course  of  regular  business  it  becomes 
to  discharge  the  men  in  a  foreign  port,  and  they  sail  with  that  t 
and  understanding ;  as  where  the  vessel  is  sold,  or  for  any  cause 
long  in  port.  The  execution,  under  these  circumstances,  becc 
onerous,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the  men  desert  by  agreemc 
able  the  master  to  avoid  the  penalty ;  and  several  consuls,,  who* 
has  been  to  execute  this  law,  are  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be 
and  the  committee,  upon  the  evidence  before  (hem,  are  satisfied 
may  be  done  with  advantage  to  all  parties,  as  well  as  to  good  mo: 

Vessels  sometimes  sail  with  bad  or  insufficient  provisions ;  a 
they  prove  leaky,  or  are  otherwise  defective  or  unsuitably  provi 
not  to  be  safe  and  seaworthy. 

There  are  provisions  in  our  law  to  meet  such  cases  before  ve 
and  the  committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  substanc 
provisions  may  be  extended  to  foreign  ports  with  advantage  to  t 
service. 

The  committee  have  also  deemed  it  advisable  to  make  prov 
seamen  shipped  in  foreign  ports  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  bo 
for  the  return  of  the  men. 

They  have  also  deemed  it  advisable  to  make  further  provision  a 
terations  in  the  list  of  the  crew  pr  the  shipping  articles,  in  order  tha 
tuts  and  commercial  agents  may  have  evidence  which  may  be  rel 
of  what  the  crew  consisted,  and  of  the  terms  on  which  they  were 

ft  Hires,  printers. 
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They  have  also  deemed  it  reasonable  to  authorise  the  din 
man  held  on  board  contrary  to  the  terms  of  their  contract. 
me  power  of  consuls  has  been  some  enlarged,  and  correspon 
bilitias  imposed. 

Believing  alterations  and  modifications  to  meet  these  vie 
they  have  ordered  that  a  bill  shall  be  reported  embracing  the  i 
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REPORT 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


IN  COMPLIANCE 


With  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Owen  on, 
the  geology  and  mineralogy  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 


June  9,  1840. 

Bead,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasury  Department,  June  5, 1840. 

Sir  :  On  the  15th  of  April  last  the  Senate  "  Resolved,  That  the  Secret*, 
ry  of  the  Treasury  be  requested  to  send  to  the  Senate  the  report  (if  ye$ 
made)  of  Mr.  Owen  on  the  geology  and  mineralogy  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa." 

That  resolution  was  referred  by  me  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  who  had  employed  Mr.  Owen  to  make  an  examination  of  the 
mineral  lands,  under  the  instructions  of  this  department,  in  conformity  with 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  requesting  from  the  President, 
among  other  matter,  further  information  in  respect  to  the  condition  of  these 
lands. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Owen's  reports  had  not  then  been  received,  and,  con- 
sequently, the  request  of  the  Senate  could  not  be  complied  with.  But  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  his  report  has  since  been  received  and  submit- 
ted to  the  President ;  and  the  accompanying  communication  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  suggests  the  mode  in  which  the  Sen- 
ate can  now  most  easily  become  possessed  of  its  contents,  if  still  deemed 
desirable.  Should  it  happen,  however,  that  a  duplicate,  or  a  manuscript 
copy  of  the  report  is  preferred  to  a  printed  one,  it  will  afford  me  much 
pleasure  to  have  one  prepared  soon  as  practicable. 

Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Rich.  M.  Johnson, 

Presvlent  of  the  Senate. 


General  Land  Office,  June  5,  1840. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  15th  April  last,  in  the 
following  words:  "Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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quested  to  tend  to  the  Senate  the  report  (if  yet  m  ade)  of  Mr.  Owe 
logy  and  mineralogy  of  the  Ttrritory  of  Iowa,"  referred  by  yon 
I  have  the  honor,  respectfully,  to  state,  that  as  the  mineralogical 
and  report  of  Dr.  Owen,  in  relation  to  the  public  mineral  lane 
under  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  6t 
1S39,  it  was  deemed  to  be  the  more  proper  course  to  lay  the 
the  other  information  on  the  subject,  called  for  by  the  latter  n 
fore  the  House.  Such  direction  was  accordingly  given  to  tl 
the  3d  instant,  to  enable  the  President  to  communicate  it  to  th 
As  an  approximation  to  a  literal  compliance  with  the  resolutioi 
ate,  a  copy  of  the  report  would  have  been  prepared  for  that  I 
not  that  the  time  necessary  for  that  purpose  (the  report  bein 
ruinous  and  accompanied  by  numerous  diagrams  and  illustra 
have  so  long  delayed  its  presentation  as  to  defeat  its  principal  < 

It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  omission  to  transmit  a  copy 
to  the  Senate  will  be  productive  of  no  inconvenience,  becausi 
that  each  branch  of  Congress  employs  the  same  public  print 
sumed  that,  should  either  body  order  the  report  to  be  printed 
would  be  used  for  that  purpose  in  preference  to  a  transcript,  if 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  course  now  pursued  was  propose* 
ed  in  a  personal  interview  by  the  undersigned  with  the  hon 
of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  who  was  understood  to  sanctio 
ho  was  concerned,  and  to  venture  his  opinion  that  it  would,  al 
ly  satisfactory  to  the  Senate. 

In.  conclusion,  the  undersigned  respectfully  begs  leave  to  adi 
opinion,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  report  should  be  printed  i 
creditable  manner,  embracing,  as  it  does,  a  large  amount  of  vah 
ation  touching  the  mineral  wealth  of  a  new  and  important  p 
country,  and  affecting,  as  it  may,  in  no  small  degree,  the  anion: 
lie  revenue.  This  information  has  been  collected  and  imbi 
Owen  with  the  most  commendable  industry,  and  exhibits,  it 
perspicuous  style,  a  degree  of  scientific  attainment  of  no  comm 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser 
JAS.  WHITCOMB,  Com 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treeuury. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  9, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 


*  REPORT : 

21  [To  accompany  bill  H.  fL  No.  130.] 


•+T- 


%  The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  "  An  act  for  the  reft 
~:  of  James  Deatley?  report : 

!u      This  ie  an  application  for  an  increase  of  pension.    The  applicant  is  now 
-s  allowed  a  pension  of  $20  per  annum  for  six  months'  service,  and  claims  for 
u  six  months'  more.    Three  terms  of  service  are  alleged — one  of  eight  months 
in  1777  or  1778 ;  the  second  of  two  months  in  the  spring  of  1781 ;  and  the 
4  third  of  two  months  in  the  fall  of  1781 ;  and  testimony  of  two  witnesses 
:   is  produced.    Christopher  Deatley  swears  that  his  brother,  James  Deatley, 
I  served  twelve  months  or  more  in  the  revolutionary  war,  under  Captain  San- 
,    fold  sod  others,  to  his  certain  knowledge ;  this  is  the  whole  of  his  testimony. 
He  neither  specifies  the  month,  season,  year,  nor  place  of  service ;  nor  does 
be  tell  how  he  came  to  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  fact.    William  Cogweil 
swears  that  he  saw  James  Deatley  as  a  soldier  under  Captain  Killis,  in  the 
spring  of  1781  at  Richmond  and  Charlottsville,  Ya. ;  ana  that  Deatley  was 
at  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  in  1781,  as  a  common  soldier,  under  Captain  Kil- 
lis.   Now  the  claimant  testifies,  in  two  declarations,  that  he  was  not  at  the 
siege  of  Yorktown  ;  that  he  left  his  company  on  a  furlough,  by  reason  of 
sickness,  and  did  not  return  till  after  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis.    Cogweil 
does  not  state  the  length  of  either  tour.    This  evidence  is  of  a  character 
which  ought  not  to  be  relied  upon.    The  committee,  believing  that  the 
Commissioner  has  allowed  for  all  the  time  of  which  there  is  sufficient  proof, 
recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Blair  St  Hires,  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Jvn  9,  1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Puses  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  MJ 

1  Committee  of  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  "An  act  granting  m 

pension  to  David  Melleny"  report  : 

■his  claim  was  rejected  at  the  Pension  Office,  because  there  was  not 
if  of  six  months'  service.  The  rolls  of  the  company  in  which  Hellen 
ed  show  that  he  waspaid  for  five  months  and  thirteen  days,  including 
rvices  and  travel."  The  other  evidence  produced  in  favor  of  the  claim 
res  merely  the  Act  of  his  being  in  the  service  in  1780,  but  no  definite 
> ;  and  it  is  not  pretended  that  he  actually  served  longer  than  the  time 
cated  in  the  roll.  It  is  said,  however,  that  he,  having  enlisted  for  six 
iths,  and  having  served  until  he  was  discharged,  comes  within  the 
ity  of  the  law  of  1832.  This  committee  entertain  a  different  opinion, 
m  seventeen  days  are  wanting  to  make  up  the  time  limited  in  the  law, 
also  that  he  was  allowed  for  travel ;  and  recommend  the  indefinite 
ponement  of  this  bill 

-  e\  Hires,  printers. 
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IN  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  9, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Prentiss  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  14a] 

te  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  re/erred  "An  act  granting  a 

pension  to  Benjamin  Mitchell?  report : 


Mitchell  claims  for  services  in  1776,  on  Cape  Elizabeth,  Maine,  as  a  sub- 
line for  his  brother  Robert,  from  February  to  November.  The  service 
credited  on  the  rolls  to  Robert  Mitchell,  who  died  many  years  since.  To 
>w  that  Benjamin  rendered  the  service,  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  is 
nished.  Robert  Plummer  testifies  that  he  knew  Benjamin  Mitchell  well, 
ten  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  stationed  at  Dyer's  point,  Cape  Elizabeth, 
ng  a  near  neighbor  to  him.  Mary  Pebbles  (a  sister)  undertakes  to  swear 
it  Robert  enlisted  and  got  Benjamin  to  do  the  duty,  and  to  state  other 
ngs  which  took  place  when  she  was  but  eight  years  old. 
rhe  committee  do  not  think  it  safe  to  set  aside  the  certain  evidence  of 
1  rolls,  and  to  legislate  upon  parol  testimony  of  this  character.  They 
ommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

ir  Sl  Rives,  printers. 
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MEMORIAL 


OP 


NUMBER  OP  CITIZENS  OP  THE  CITY  OP  NEW  YORK; 

REMOHBTRATINO 

gainst  the  amendment  asked  far  by  the  memorial  of  the  Board  Of  TrmdS 

of  that  city  to  the  proposed  bankrupt  lam. 


June  10,  1840. 

Referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  that  subject,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Phe  memorial  of  the  undersigned  merchants,  mechanics,  and  otihfeifc^ 
including  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  citizens  of  New  York, 

tBfiPECTPULLY    SHOWETH  : 

That  we  have  seen  with  alarm  the  favorable  reception  in  the  Senate  of 
he  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  this  city,  on  the  subject  of  a 
rational  bankrupt  law. 

Your  memorialists  confident^  hope  that  your  honorable  body  will  noi 
>e  influenced  by  said  memwfrf  to  incorporate  in  any  bill  designed,  m  VH& 
mallest  degree,  to  relieve  the  unfortunate,  the  principles  and  doctrihes 
et  forth  by  th*  Board  of  Trade.  For,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorial- 
«ts,  this  would  only  tend  to  establish  more  firmly  the  power — now  exc- 
ised to  an  incredible  extent — of  harassing,  oppressing,  and  for  ever  ketifh 
rig  in  bondage  hundreds  and  thousands  who  have  no  means  left  16 
iqtiidate  their  debts,  and  who  are  precluded  from  making  any  exfertiotty 
0  enable  them  so  to  do,  for  the  very  reason  that  their  unrelenting  credit 
ots  watch,  with  the  spirit  of  demons,  to  snatch  the  first  reward  of  esrtfr- 
ions  and  the  first  fruits  of  industry,  even  the  small  portion  without  ittritfi 
x>dy  and  soul  must  part 

It  is  known  to  several  of  the  signers  of  this,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  held  previous  to  the  adoption  of  their  memorial,  h  ifMk 
inanimously  resolved, c?  That  the  Board  would  petition  Congfess  m/bttMr 
)f  the  passage  of  a  national  bankrupt  law  at  the  present  session ;"  that, 
it  the  subsequent  meeting,  when  the  memorial  was  adopted,  buttwetWr 
yt'  twenty  -one  members  were  present ;  and  it  is  with  reason1  bdH*vert,'Vn 
three  of  those  members  were  in  favor  of  having  the  provisions  stfvttekittl 
uftrich  in  the  memorial  apply  to  past  transaction^,  white  several  members 
refrained  from  opposing  me  memorial  altogether,  because  'they  fofelieffeft 
fltartno  action  of  a  body,  with  locdl  and  even  partial  view*.  cmiH  ttofttiflFfr 
rcffittence  the  details  of  a  bill  intended  to  operate  with  equal  jutriHfe 
Ihfbughont  the  whole  Union.  The  officers  of  the  Board,  at'the  mfcetHtif, 
distinctly  admitted  the  absurdity  of  a  bankrupt  law  whichr#roTfld*reqtrife 
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of  the  debtor,  to  enable  him  to  get  a  discharge,  the  cotise 
creditors  in  amount ;  even  the  member  with  "  forty  years 
who  is  not  an  American,  admits  in  his  memorial  (for  it  is  e 
that  to  require  the  consent  of  nine-tenths  would  be  cruel  a 
We  respectfully  contend  that,  to  require  the  consent  of  or, 
peculiar  situation  of  debtors  at  the  present  time,  would  as  cleai 
oppressive.  Those  experienced  men  of 'the  Board  are  so  lil 
"  wish  to  be  indulgent,  and  not  require  more  than  any  Ac 
easily  procure  -,"  they,  indeed,  "  have  not  known  or  heart 
Tent  of  fair  character  finding  difficulty  in  obtaining 
Who  shall  judge  of  the  "  honesty"  or  "  fair  character"  of 
all  who  are  so  may  demand  a  discharge  ?  and  if  the  courts 
may  decide  who  are  so,  we  are  content.  We  accept  iti 
gentlemen's  or  the  Board's  conditions.  But  if,  on  the  con 
He  creditors,  who  would  denounce  the  angels  of  heaven 
get  in  their  debt,  and  rail  to  pay,  are  to  decide  this  momeu 
then  we  appeal  to  the  humanity  and  discernment  of  our 
relief. 

It  is  proverbial  that,  heretofore,  the  dishonest,  unthrifty, : 
have  most  easily  compromised  their  debts  ;  while  the  hon 
and  industrious,  have,  with  few  exceptions,  been  singlet 
persecution,  or  to  be  held  bound  with  a  grasp  never  to  be 
his  brightest  virtues  proving  his  greatest  curse.  It  is  notoi 
are  men  living  among  us  who  boast  that  they  never  have 
release  any  debtor,  except  on  payment  in  full.  Again,! 
and  they  can  be  named,  who  have  openly  inquired  the 
bankrupt,  whose  debt  they  held  by  purchase,  and  finding 
be  young,  honest,  and  enterprising,  have  unblushingly 
determination  to  put  their  claim  in  judgment,  protesting ;  ihf 
a  claim  as  a  good  investment,  and  equally  secure  us  if  the 
and  a  mortgage  on  the  soil  which  they  contaminated 
this  class  of  men  are  the  largest  holders  of  claims  against 
they  have,  under  brighter  prospects,  wrung  from  the  debto 
his  less  able  creditors,  their  full  claims  by  this  course  w 
them  rich,  and  they  can  now  afford  to  live  without  the'  di 
less  fortunate  and  more  considerate  creditors  have  acceptet 
obliged  and  willing  to  accept.  We  again  appeal  to  your  I 
whether  the  class  of  creditors  in  whose  power  debtors  now 
consent  to  sign  a  discharge. 

Your  memorialists  ask  for  no  bankrupt  law  for  the  spe 
any  favored  portion  of  the  country  ;  on  the  contrary  we  d 
such  as  Congress  in  its  wisdom  shall  deem  best  adapted 
creditor  against  fraud,  but  which  shall  in  no  case  deny  lo  t 
unfortunate  debtor,  full  and  ample  relief;  and  that  it  shall 
man's  power  to  hold  his  debtor  in  bondage}  except  for 
which  the  penalties  cannot  be  loo  severe. 

Your  memorialists  would  remark  that  they  ask  no  certifi 
tar  from  creditors.  If  needed,  none  better  could  be  had 
exceptions,  than  that  a  penniless  debtor's  blood  and  boni 
ered  by  his  creditors  worth  the  cost  of  a  judgment.  If 
Mrs  are  inquired  of,  the  answer  will  be  that  they  do  not 
worth  pursuing. 
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1*/  Session. 


PETITION 


•  •  •* 


OP 


rHE  TRUSTEES  OP  THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

OP  EUZABETHTOWN,  NEW  JERSEY, 


PRAYING 


Indemnification  for  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war. 


June  10, 1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  in  Congress  assembled : 

We,  the  pastor,  session,  and  trustees,  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Chnrch 
of  Elizabethtown,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  State  of  New  Jersey,  respect- 
fully present  to  your  honorable  bodies  the  following  memorial : 

The  church  of  which  we  are  nowfthe  ecclesiastical  and  corporate  officers, 
is  the  oldest  formed  by  the  English  in  our  State.  It  dates  its  origin  from 
the  year  1664,  and  was  organized  by  our  fathers  soon  after  the  settlement 
of  our  town.  They,  in  the  infancy  of  our  community,  erected  a  building 
for  the  worship  of  God,  and  dedicated  it  to  that  holy  purpose ;  and  for 
nearly  fifty  years  it  was  here  the  only  temple  consecrated  to  the  service  of 
Jehovah.  Considering  the  time  and  circumstances  of  its  erection,  it  was 
large  and  commodious.  As  the  population  increased,  it  was  enlarged  by 
an  addition  of  20  feet  in  1760;  when  it  was  a  substantial  building,  witfc 
galleries,  a  high  steeple,  a  bell,  and  a  townclock.  And  as  this  was  the 
chief  town  for  many  years  in  the  province,  it  was  always  kept  with  great 
neatness,  and  in  a  fine  state  of  repair. 

On  the  first  settlement  of  our  town,  a  large  town-lot  was  set  apart  for  the 
use  of  the  pastor,  on  which  our  fathers  eany  erected  a  parsonage-hotise  i8 
a  residence  for  their  successive  ministers.  It  was  a  long  building,  a  story 
and  a  half  high,  and  ample  for  the  accommodation  of  a  large  family.  It 
was,  like  the  church,  the  public  property  of  the  congregation. 

Feeling  a  deep  solicitude  for  the  education  of  their  children,  our.fathers, 
at  a  very  early  day  in  our  history,  •here  erected  an  academy.  It  was  sub- 
stantially built  of  wood,  two  stories  high,  and  amply  commodious  for  all  the 
purposes  of  its  erection.    For  many  years  it  was  the  most  celebrated  insti* 
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tntion  of  the  kind  west  of  the  Hudson.     In  it  a  Burr,  who  a 
chair  of  President  in  your  Senate  chamber,  and  a  Jonathan 

5 resided  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  an  Aaron  Ogden.  a : 
.ensselner,  and  others  not  unknown  to  your  council  chambers 
country,  received  the  first  rudiments  nf  their  education.  In  t 
were  luid  the  foundations  of  the  college  of  New  Jersey  uoi 
Princeton;  and  within  its  walls  President  Jonathan  Dickensc 
first  classes  ever  connected  with  that  institution.  This  aho  \ 
erty,  and  was  under  the  supervision  of  the  trustees  of  our  clmi 

When  the  glorious  war  of  our  Revolution  cnmmciHvd,  whit 
onr  independence,  these  buildings  were  all  standing  and  in 
and  each  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  its  erection.  The 
Caldwell  was  then  the  pastor  of  this  church.  His  name  and 
interwoven  with  the  history  of  his  country,  and  arc  as  dear  to 
to  the  church  of  God.  Influenced  not  less  by  Ins  sense  of  our 
fay  the  impulses  of  his  vigorous  mind  and  glowing  enthusiast, 
early  and  deeply  interested  in  the  conflict,  and  devoted  all  h 
less  to  the  freedom  of  his  country  than  to  the  service  of  his 
was  his  influence  over  his  people  that,  with  tew  exceptions, 
one  with  him  in  sentiment  ana  feeling;  and  thenceforward 
were  branded  as  the  rebel  parson  and  parish.  To  the  enemie 
try  he  was  an  object  of  the  deepest  hatred  ;  and  such  was 
thirst  for  his  life  that,  while  preaching  the  gospel  of  peace 
he  was  compelled  to  lay  his  loaded  pistols  by  his  side  in  tlu 
avoid  their  vigilance  and  violence,  he  was  compelled  to  de 
home,  with  his  large  family  of  nine  children,  and  to  seek  a  te 
dance  in  the  interior.  The  parsonage  thus  vacated  by  bin 
resting-place  of  our  soldiers.*  And  to  deprive  them  of  its  si 
vent  a  rankling  enmity  toward  its  rightful  occupant,  it  w, 
bamt  by  the  enemy. t 

The  church  in  which  our  fathers  worshipped  God,  alsc 
resting-place  of  our  soldiers  on  several  occasions.;  There 
after  the  labors  of  the  day,  while  its  steeple  was  their  watch-t 
hell  pealed  forth  in  quick  succession  the  notes  of  alarm  on  the 
danger.  And  (or  the  purpose  of  depriving  them  of  its  sbeltei 
•amity  to  the  patriotic  and  eloquent  occupant  of  its  pulpit,  it 
to  ashes  by  the  enemy,!  on  the  night  of  the  25th  of  January,  1 

At  the  sound  of  the  tocsin  of  war  our  academy  was  desert 
country's  emit,  its  scholars  ran  from  their  masters,  and  with 
rescue ;  and  it  was  converted  into  a  store-house  1|  lor  the  proi 
American  army.  This,  also,  after  plundering  it  of  its  provis 
duced  to  ashes  by  the  enemy,*!  who  immediately  retreated  1 

C,  Staten  island,  carrying  the  beef  and  pork  taken  on  the 
roosts. 

Not  satisfied  with  this,  the  accomplished  wife  of  our  belovt 
shot  by  a  British  ruffian,  on  the  7th  day  of  June,  1 7tJ0,  while 
Air  children  in  the  retirement  of  her  closet,  praying  that  i 
perch  ou  the  banner  of  her  oountry.    And  on  the  filth  of  Nov 
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"ir  beloved  pastor  himself  was  shot  by  another  ruffian,  a  sentinel  of  our 

:W  army,  bribed  to  the  horrid  deed  by  British  gold.    Thus,  in  the  course 

^f  a  few  months,  we  were  deprived  of  our  church,  and  of  our  parsonage 

Tid  academy,  and  of  our  beloved  pastor  and  his  wife ;  and  so  scattered  and 

-eakened  and  empoverished  were  we  by  the  ifrar,  that  for  seven  long  years 

:Tre  were  without  a  sanctuary  in  which  to  worship  God.    And  yet  amid 

.  iese  accumulated  ills  our  fathers  never  faltered  for  a  moment.    They  felt 

lat,  however  dark  and  lowering  was  the  morning,  that  at  eventide,  there 

'ould  be  light.    However,  in  other  parts  of  our  country,  they  may  have 

:  een  separated,  on  this  soil  prayer  and  patriotism  were  united.    The  one 

'•ispired  the  other  with  courage  and  confidence. 

l  As  a  people,  we  suffered  as  much  in  the  loss  of  our  citizens  in  battle  as 
-ny  town  of  the  same  population  in  this  land.  The  blood  of  our  fathers 
nd  brothers  and  neighbors  mingles  with  the  soil  of  Flatbush,  and  Mon- 
mouth, and  Princeton,  and  Trenton,  and  Brandywine,  and  Germantown. 
riot  for  their  sufferings  and  blood,  we  feel  amply  repaid  in  the  possession 
of  that  broad  inheritance  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  which  they  so  dearly 
purchased  for  us. 

z  As  a  congregation  we  contributed  our  fair  proportion  to  the  civil  and 
yiiilitary  service  of  the  Revolution.  To  the  army  we  gave  a  Dayton,  father 
t*nd  son,  a  Spencer,  an  Ogden,  and,  as  chaplain  and  commissary,  our  be* 
<oved  Caldwell.  To  the  State  and  national  councils  we  gave  a  Boudinott, 
tit  Livingston,  a  Clarke,  a  Dayton,  an  Ogden.  Where,  in  our  land,  is  there 
i  mother  congregation  which  has  made  a  like  contribution ?  And  we  feel 
5  lot  merely  proud,  but  thankful  to  God,  that  we  were  enabled  to  send  such 
giien  to  the  held  and  to  the  cabinet  in  the  day  of  darkness  and  peril,  whed 
fWtedom  to  direct  was  as  necessary  as  valor  to  execute, 
i  Owing  to  our  vicinity  to  Staten  island  and  New  York  city,  the  grand 
depots  of  the  enemy,  we  suffered  very  much  as  a  people  from  midnight 
"alarms  and  plunder,  from  the  burning  of  our  houses  and  property,  and 
from  the  taking  of  our  citizens  from  their  beds  and  fields  as  prisoners,  azu} 
incarcerating  them  in  the  fumons  sugar-house  iu  New  York.  But  thesq 
'things  we  regard  as  necessarily  incidental  to  the  great  contest ;  and  a  few 
old  Romans  there  are  yet  among  us  who  remember  the  cup  of  worm- 
wood, but  who  yet  rejoice  in  sufferings  that  have  resulted  so  gloriously. 

For  these  things  we  ask  no  remuneration.  Congress  could  grant  us  no 
equivalent.  We  would  not  sell  the  laurels  we  have  won  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary contest  for  the  public  domain.  We  mention  these  things  merely 
to  show  you  the  amount  of  our  contribution  to  the  wisdom,  and  valor,  and 
firmness,  and  suffering,  which  achieved  our  glorious  independence. 

All  that  we  desire  now  from  our  country  is  a  compensation  for  our  pub- 
lic property  destroyed ;  and  destroyed  because  of  being  converted  to  public 
purposes  for  the  benefit  of  the  American  army.  And  the  evidence  that 
our  parsonage,  and  church,  and  academy,  were  so  used,  is  hereby  respect* 
fully  submitted  with  this  otir  memorial. 

And  such  is  our  sense  of  honor,  that  we  do  not  wish  to  draw  from  the 
national  Treasury  the  small  compensation  hereby  solicited,  unless  it  is 
considered  rightfully  our  due. 

Elizabethtown,  New  Jersey, 

February  29,  1840. 

NICHOLAS  MURRAY,  Pastor. 
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DAVID  MEG1E,  JOHN  J.  BRTA 

ALEXANDER  OG1LVIE,  El  .IAS  WINAN 

JAMES  F.  MEEKER,  JONAS  W.  Wll 

WILLIAM  BROWN,  JAMES  ROSS, 

JOSEPH  S.  MEEKER,  EDWARD  SAN 


ELIHU  BRITTIN,  President.  OLIVER  PIERS 
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No.  1. 
Affidavit  of  Polly  Baker. 
New  Jersey,  Borough  of  Elizabeth,  *s.  m 

Polly  Baker,  of  the  said  borough  of  Elizabeth,  on  her  oat 
■he  is  in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  her  age  ;  that  she  well 
old  parsonage,  iu  which  Mr.  Caldwell  lived  during  the  Revo 
and  that  the  American  soldiers  billeted  in  it  at  that  time. 
■aith  not 

1 

POLLY 

m 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  Elias  Winans,  one  of  tbe 

court  of  common  pleas  in  and  for  said  borough  of  Elizabeth  oi 

day  of  February,  A.  D.  1 840  "  of  the  said  borough  of  Elizabe 

written. 

ELIAS 

No.  2. 
Affidavit  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Woodruff. 
Borough  of  Elizabeth,  as. 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  twentieth  day  of  February, 
our  Lord  1840,  before  me,  Elias  Winans,  one  of  the  judges  c 
common  pleus  in  and  for  the  said  borough  of  Elizabeth,  in 
Essex  and  State  of  New  Jersey,  personally  appeared  Elicit 
widow  of  Joseph  Woodruff,  deceased,  of  the  township  of  EL 
County  and  State  aforesaid,  who,  being  by  me  first  duly  swori 
law,  on  her  onth,  deposeth  and  saith :  That  she  is  in  the  seve 
of  her  age;  that  she  remembers  distinctly  the  old  acadeu 
Elizabethlown  during  the  Revolutionary  war;  that  it  wassto 
visions  for  the  American  soldiers,  particularly  with  flour  ;  ax 
burnt  by  the  British,  or  by  the  refugees. 
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■ 

And  deponent  further  saith :  That  her  recollection  is  distinct  as  to  the 
y>ld  Presbyterian  church,  situated  also  in  Elizabethtown  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war ;  that  it  was  used  for  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath  ;  thai 
f  she  has  often  heard  the  Reverend  James  Caldwell  preach  therein ;  that  she 
tyhas  often  gone  to  the  church  on  the  Sabbath  and  found  the  seats  so  dirty 
g  and  greasy  as  to  be  inconvenient  for  sitting  down  ;  that  there  was  straw  in 
it ;  that  the  American  soldiers  were  in  the  habit  of  sleeping  in  it  by  night, 
and  of  going  in  and  out  of  it  by  day  during  the  week ;  and  that  it  was  also 
burnt  by  the  British  or  by  the  refugees. 

3    And  deponent  further  saith  :  That  she  remembers  the  old  parsonage  in 
2!which  the  Reverend  James  Caldwell  lived  ;  that  it  was  also  destroyed  by 
4the  British  or  by  the  refugees ;  and  that  previous  to  the  burning  of  the 
church  as  aforesaid,  the  old  barracks,  in  which  the  American  soldiers  quar- 
tered, had  been  burnt  by  the  British  or  by  the  refugees. 

And  deponent  further  saith :  That  she  is  clear  in  her  recollection  of  the 
Reverend  James  Caldwell ;  that  he  preached  in  the  old  Presbyterian  church 
aforesaid,  and  was  the  pastor  of  the  congregation  that  worshipped  therein ; 
that  he  was  a  commissary  to  the  American  soldiers ;  that  he  was  very  active 
during  the  war  in  his  country's  cause ;  and  that  such  was  the  dislike  to- 
ward him  by  the  refugees  that  they  exclaimed,  as  deponent  has  often  heard, 
and  verily  believes— they  would  throw  the  "black  general"  (meaning  the 
B:Reverend  Mr.  Caldwell)  into  the  flames  of  the  burning  church  if  they 
:  tcould  catch  him ;  and  that  he  was  afterwards  shot  by  one  Morgan.    Ana 
^deponent  further  saith  not. 
3  ELIZABETH  WOODRUFF. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 
;i  EL1AS  WINANS. 


[|  No.  3. 

Affidavit  of  John  Stiles,  senr. 

Borough  of  Elizabeth,  ss. 

Before  me,  Elias  Winans,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
in  and  for  the  said  borough  of  Elizabeth,  on  this  twenty-second  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  personally  came  John 
Stiles,  sen.,  of  the  township  of  Elizabeth,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  his  oath, 
saith:  That  he  is  now  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age:  that  he  can 
remember  well  the  old  school-house  or  academy  in  Elizabethtown ;  that  it 
was  used  as  a  store  house  for  Americap  provision,  and  that  it  was  [burnt 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  And,  further:  deponent  remembers  dis- 
tinctly the  old  Presbyterian  church  in  Elizabethtown,  in  which  the  Rev* 
James  Caldwell  preached,  and  that  it  was  burnt  soon  after  the  old  acade- 
my. And,  further :  deponent  is  distinct  in  his  remembrance  of  the  old  par- 
sonage in  which  the  Rev.  James  Caldwell  lived ;  that  it  was  burnt 
about  the  time  of  the  burning  of  the  old  academy,  and  that  he  was  at 
the  ruins  shortly  after  its. destruction.  And  deponent  further  saith,  that 
he  is  a  carpenter  by  trade ;  and  that  he  would  value  the  old  academy 
at  about  one  thousand  dollars,  the  old  church  at  about  four  thousand  dot* 
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Ian,  and  the  old  parsonage  at  about 
deponent  sailu.  not. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  ine, 


Affidavit  of  Mi 

BoROtnH  op  Elizabeth,  m. 

Before  me,  Elias  Winans,  one  of 
id  and  for  the  said  borough  of  Eliz 
of  New  Jersey,  on  the  fourth  da/  o 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
bert,  the  widow  of  John  Egbert,  dei 
county  mid  State  aforesaid,  who  be  i 
on  her  oath  deposeth  and  saith:  Tl 
her  age :  that  she  well  remembers 
bethtown  in  the  year  seventeen  hut 
occupied  and  used  as  a  storehouse 
diers,  and  that  it  was  burnt  by  thi 
sometime  in  the  early  part  of  sev 
while  it  was  burning,  she  assisted  i 
flour.  And  deponent  further  said: 
Presbyterian  church  situated  in  Eli 
to  meeting  in  it.  and  heard  the  Re 
that  said  church  was  also  burnt  by 
near  the  same  time  in  which  the  so 
and  that  previous  to  its  bdng  burn 
a  commissary  house,  and  (hat  the 
sleeping  in  said  church.  And  dcpi 
bers  the  old  parsonage  attached  to 
Caldwell  lived  ;  and  that  said  parse 
by  those  in  their  favor,  at  about  I 
which  said  academy  and  said  cliu 
nent  saith  not. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  m 
erasures  and  interlineations  being  fj 


Affidavit  of  I 
Borough  op  Elizabeth,  as. 

Be  it  remembered  that,  on  the  ti 
before  me,  Elias  Winans,  one  o(  th< 
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e:  in  and  for  the  said  borough  of  Elizabeth,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  State 

of  New  Jersey,  personally  appeared  Tenrub  Price,  of  the  township  of  Jlliz- 

jj  abeth,  in  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  who,  being  by  me  first  duly  sworn 

it:  according  to  law,  on  his  oath,  deppsnth  and  saith  :  That  he  is  in  the  seven  ty- 

f  seventh  year  of  his  age  ;  that  he  remembers  well  the  old  Presbyterian  church, 

situated  in  Elizabethtown,  during  the  Revolutionary  war ;  that  it  was  burnt 

on  thj  night  of  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1780  ;  that,  on  the 

sainf:  night,  he,  together  with  his  three  brothers,  was  taken  prisoner  by  a 

scoiuing  party  of  the  enemy,  and  carried  to  New  York,  where  he  and  they 

wcic  confined  in  the  Sugar  House,  as  it  was  then  called,  for  some  length  of 

time ;  that,  while  he  was  thus  prisoner,  he  heard  one  Cornelius  Hetfield 

making  his  brags  that  he  had  burnt  the  old  church  at  Elizabethtown,  and 

,   that  " old  Caldwell"  as  he  said,  should  not  preach  there  any  more ;  that 

said  Hetfield  was  a  notorious  refugee  ;  that  deponent  has  often  heard  the 

Rev.  Mr.  Caldwell  preach  in  the  said  church ;  that  said  church  was  a  large, 

comfortable  meeting-house,  being  enclosed  with  shingles,  and  having  lower 

window-shuts,  a  steeple,  belfry,  bell,  and  clock ;  and  that  such  a  building 

as  said  church  was,  could  not  be  built  at  the  present  time  for  less  than  ten 

thousand  dollars. 

And  deponent  further  saith :  He  remembers  the  old  academy,  situated 
near  the  church  aforesaid  ;  that  it  was  a  two-story  frame-house ;  that  it  was 
used  as  a  store-house  for  provisions  for  the  American  soldiers ;  and  that 
such  a  building  could  not  be  built  now  for  less  than  two  thousand  dollars. 
And  deponent  further  saith :  That  he  remembers  the  old  parsonage  in 
which  Mr.  Caldwell  lived ;  that  it  was  a  large,  long,  and  low  one  story-and- 
ahalf  house  ;  and  that  it  could  not  be  built  at  this  time  for  less  than  two 
thousand  dollars,  and  further  deponent  saith  not. 

TENRUB  PRICE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  before  me,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

ELIAS  WINANS. 


No.  6. 
Affidavit  of  David  Mejie,  senr. 

Borouqu  op  Elizabeth,  ss. 

Before  me,  Elias  Winans,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pi 
in  and  for  said  borough  of  Elizabeth,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  State  of 
x%ow  Jersey,  on  this  fourth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty, 
personally  appeared  David  Mejie,  senior,  of  the  township  of  Union,  in  the 
cv  ">'y  and  State  afoiesaid,  who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  on  his  oath,  de- 
t*u*eia  nul  saith  :  That  he  is  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age  ;  that  he 
well  remembers  the  Rev.  James  Caldwell,  as  being  the  pastor  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  in  Elizabethtown,  before  and  during  the  year  A.  1).  1780, 
and  as  being  a  very  zealous  and  devoted  friend  of  the  Americau  cause  during 
the  Revolutionary  struggle,  and  at  that  time  when  he  was  pastor  as  afore- 
said. That  said  Rev.  J.  Caldwell,  by  his  activity  and  dcvoiiou  in  and  to  his 
oouutry's  cause,  and  against  the  enemy,  became  au  object  of  great  antipathy 
and  dislike  to  the  British ;  and  that  said  ill  feeling  was  extended  also  to  toe 
ohurch  and  congregation  over  which  lie  was  pastor  as  aforesaid. 
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And  deponent  further,  on  his  oath  aforesaid,  saith  :  Thai 
recollects  the  old  church  in  which  the  Rev.  James  CiMwel 
aforesaid,  situated  in  Klizabethtown  ;  thnt  it  was  a  very  com! 
ing-honsc,  enclosed  with  shingles  on  all  sides,  and  liavingabc 
a  bell,  and  a  clock ;  thnt  he  has  often  heard  the  Rev.  James  Cm 
therein  ;  that  it  was  burnt  by  the  British,  or  their  followers,  du 
A.  D.  1780,  near  the  beginning  of  the  year ;  and,  as  depont 
heard  said,  and  verily  believes,  because  of  the  dislike  toward 
and  his  church. 

And  deponent  further  saith :  That  he  also  has  a  distinct  i 
the  old  piirsonnge,  situated  in  Elizabeth  town,  in  which  the 
Caldwell  lived ;  that  it  was  a  large,  double,  one-story  house 
was  also  burnt,  at  or  about  the  time  of  (he  burning  of  the  chu 
by  the  British  or  their  followers  ;  and  because,  as  deponent  hr 
and  believes,  of  the  dislike  of  the  enemy  toward  Mr.  Caldwell  at 
And  deponent,  on  his  oath  aforesaid,  further  saith  :  That  he 
bets  the  old  academy,  situated  near  the  church  aforesaid,  in  El 
and  that  it  also  was  burnt  by  the  British,  or  their  followers,  at 
time  of  the  burning  of  the  church  and  parsonage  aforesaid. 

And  deponent  further  saith:  That  he  verily  believes  tha 
aforesaid,  and  the  parsonage  aforesaid,  and  the  academy  afore 
spectively  worth,  and  he  would  appraise  them,  as  follows,  to  wi 
at  three  or  four  thousand  dollars,  the  parsonage  at  one  thou 
and  the  academy  also  at  five  hundred  dollars.  And  further  ii 
not. 

DAVil 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  before  me,  the  day  and  year  first  ah 

ELLAS 


No.  7. 
Affidavit  of  David  Lyon. 
Essex  County,  ss. 

Before  me,  Stephen  P.  Brittin,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  cour 

pleas  in  and  for  the  county  of  Essex,  and  State  of  New  Jersey. 

.   teenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  persotn 

David  Lyon,  of  the  township  of  Union,  in  the  county  aud  Sti 

who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  his  oath  i 

saith :  That  he  is  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age :  that  he  distil 

hers  the  old  academy,  situated  in  illizu  both  town,  during  the  It 

war :  that  it  was  a  wooden  building :  that  it  was  used  as  a  su 

the  American  provisions :  and  that  it  was  burnt  sometime  iu  t 

by  (be  British,  or  by  their  adherents.    And  deponent  further 

is  clear  in  his  recollection  of  the  old  Presbyterian  church,  situs 

bethtown,  before  and  during  some  part  of  1780 :  that  the  Rev. 

well  preached  in  it  on  the  Sabbath  ;  and  that,  on  the  other  days 

its  doors  were  open  for  a  bind  of  a  rendezvous  for  the  Anwrii 

whom  ho  remembers  to  have  seen  frequently  go  in  and  out  of 

the  church  was  considered  by  the  enemy  na  the  aat  nf  nfaiilia 
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in  January,  of  1780,  it  was  burnt  by  the  British  or  their  adherent*  ,  And 
deponent  further  saith,  that  he  well  knew,  and  still  well  remembers;  the 
T\rv.  James  Caldwell :  that  he  was  the  pastor  of  the  congregation  that  wor- 
s*  i;\i -i;d  jti  said  church  :  that  he  was  very  active  and  zealous  in  supporting 
t!  v  _\i,:i  t  ican  cause  during  the  Revolutionary  struggle :  that  he  whs  a  com- 
i ■■■»:  :\  t'.i  the  Aircricaii  soldiers  :  and  that  deponent  has  frequently  treated 
and  done  business  with  him  in  that  capacity:  and  that,  by  his  activity,  he 
b<  «:anie  tim  object  of  «reat  hatred  in  the  minds  of  the  British  adherents. 
Aiid  deponent  further  aaith,  that  he  recollects  very  distinctly  the  old  parson- 
ic ;it?:iched  t>  the  church  aforesaid:  that  it  w.-is  an  old-fashioned,  large 
do;ih)t;  house :  thai  it  was  the  residence  of  the  Rev.  James  Caldwell  *  and 
that  it  also  was  burnt  by  the  British  adherents  during  the  year  1780/' And 
dcponeiU  further  saith,  that  it  was  the  general  opinion  of  those  and  liter 
times,  and  it  is  now  his  belief,  that  the  activity  and  zeal  of.  the  Rev.  ^ames 
Caldwell  as  aforesaid,  and  the  fuctof  the  meetinghouse  and  academy.  be|qg. 
so  used  as  aforesaid,  produced,  iu  the  feelings  of  the  British  adherents*  stip^ 
au  antipathy  and  hatred,  as  to  cause  them  tp  burn,  as  aforesaid*  the^Gafte- 
ray,  chuich,  and  parsonage.  And  deponent  further  saith,  tba^heiy^nu^: 
believes,  and  would  so. say,  that  said  academy  was  worth  at  least  eiffh^ljt^- . 
drcd  dollars  ;  said  church,  at  least  three  thousand  dollars ;'  and  said  pajWQ- ' 
ugc.  at  least  one  thousand  dollars.    And  further  deponent  saith  not. .  . 

DAVID  J^tOTS.!, 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  (apTfifijt 

Mrritten"  .  s.  P. 'fltfWJK. 


■■*::  ■ 


'■         MIS 

No.  8.  »!:«'-',n  * 

Affidavit  of  Do*id  William*,  jr.  ;    ■■■»  <  <■ 

Bouoiisii  of  Rlizabkth,  S3. 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  ou  the  2d  day  pf  April,  A.  D.  1840,  before  mevEliw 
Winans,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  and  for  th6  sidfl 
borough  of  Elizabeth,  in  the  county  of  lEssex,atfd  State  of  New  Jersey,  peiwi-; 
allv  appeared  David  Williams,  jr.,  of  the  township  of  Union,  in  thef  CQijlWy 
and  State  aforesaid ;  who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  on  his  oath  deposeth  atidj 
saith  :  That  lie  is  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his  age ;  that  he  remembers  dis- 
tinctly the  old  academy  situated  iu  EtizabethtOwn  during  the  Revolutitihaiy 
war ;  that  it  was  used  as  a  store-house  for  the  American  provisions  •  thdt  it 
wos  h-rrit  during  the  war ;  and  that,  in  dep6nent*s  estimation,  it  was  worth 
uU>ai.  hucju  hundred  dollars. 

And  deponent  further  saith  r  That  his  Ttfhiembraiiice  of  the  old  Pn^Mi-' 
rinh  church  iu  Elizabethtown  during  the  war,  i^  distinct';  that  he  hisdfflfo' 
btcrito  church  therein  during  his  boyHooii;  ttiilt ;  die  African1  — "»-^: 


rruni  uin-c  iu  tour  luutisuuu  uviitira.     ,  . 

"Arid  dfepOTiCWiitso Veil  retoeSmbfara'ltie  ^Hmrf>V^;tfAldi^l 'ttfik' 
lie  prewhyWn  Wf  old  fettrfbhufcWWiWV'tWirWw&'aW  'Mlous'frteW 
2 
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and  active  supporter  of  the  American    cause;  and   tlint,  it 

thereof,  he  was  bitterly  hated  by  the  enemy :  and  further  dc[* 

DAVID  WIL 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  dnv  and  year  first  ai 

ELIAS 


A  true  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Board  aj  'lYuxttr 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  a  meeting  of  said  trustees,  Atfrt 
1767. 

"It  being  represented  to  this  board  that  divers  welI-dispos> 
sible  of  the  importance  of  the  grammar-school  now  kept  in 
der  the  care  of  Messrs.  Reeves  &  Pemberton,  and  that  the 
properly  regulated,  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  interest  of  I 
voluntarily  entered  into  a  subscription  lo  the  amount  of  s< 
and  upward,  payable  to  this  board  on  demand,  in  trust  for  t 
a  school-house  lor  the  better  accommodation  of  the  said  gr 
in  such  place  as  this  board  shall  order :  Provided,  That  the 
agement  of  said  school  be  left  entirely  (o  (he  snid  Messrs.  It 
burton,  or  either  of  them,  so  long  as  they,  or  either  of  them,  s 
to  continue  the  care  and  management  thereof!  This  boar 
matters  into  consideration,  and  hoping,  if  properly  managed. 
may  hereafter  (when  the  said  Messrs.  Reeves  <fc  Pemberton 
same}  become  a  good  foundation  for  teaching  a  number  of  1; 
this  town,  who  may  be  supported  from  the  profits  therco 
unanimously 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  board  will  accept  of  the  said  sub 
do  order  that  a  proper  house  be  erected  on  the  uppermost  enc 

Slid,  lot,  tinder  the  care  of  Messrs.  Smith  &,  Spinning,  of  t 
r,  Wm.  Barnet  and  Noheminh  Wade,  of  the  congregation. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  board,  in  case  of  deficiency  in  the 
that  hare  been,  or  may  be,  obtained  for  completing  the  huust 
what  moneys  may  be  found  necessary  for  that  purpose  out 
which  was  given  as  a  legacy  for  the  use  of  this  church  (be 
£100)  by  Joseph  Ogden,  deceased,  or  will  take  up  the  same  < 
of  the  bondgiven  fur  that  legacy,  and  the  interest  of  whutevt 
advanced  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  the  least  n 
year,  to  be  paid  by  the  master  or  masters  who  shall  occupy  i] 

3.  Resolved,  That,  during  (be  continuance  of  the  prese 
either  of  them,  in  the  said  school-house,  this  board  npprovin 
management  and  methods  of  education,  and  confiding  in  (he 
prudence,  and  skill,  wilt  not  interfere  in  the  internal  aflai 
school,  by  making  any  rules  or  orders  for  the  better  regulatk 
ment  of  the  same,  unless  it  be  merely  by  council  and  advice, 
appoint  visiters,  who  shall  once  a  quarter,  or  oftener,  visit  the 
order  to  direct  and  attend  ao  examination  of  the  boys,  and  i 
report  the  progress  and  improvement  made  in  their  learnini 
not  only  tend  to  excite  an  emulation  in  the  youth  to  study 
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*'  such  visitation  will  be  greatly  satisfactory  to  the  parents  and  guardians  of 
*?  the  pupils,  and  advance  the  interest  of  the  establishment." 

3:  Borough  of  Elizabeth,  ss. 

!ii       Before  Elias  Winans,  Esq.,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common 

pleas  in  and  for  said  Iwrough,  personally  appeared,  William  F.  Day,  who, 

•on  his  oath  saith  :  That  he  is  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  First 

Presbyterian  Church  ;  that  he  hath  in  his  possession  the  books  of  minute* 

and  proceedings  of  the  said  trustees,  and  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  extract. 

._  from  the  oldest  of  said  books  of  minutes  and  proceedings  of  said  trustees : 
and  further  saith  not. 

WILLIAM  F.  DAY. 

y      Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  18th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1840. 

ELIAS  WINANS. 


No.  10. 
Affidavit  of  Phehe  Brown. 

3 

it   New  Jersey,  Borough  of  Elizabeth,  ss. 

3J        Personally  appeared  before  me,  Elias  Winans,  one  of  the  aldermen  of 

*  the  borough  of  Elizabeth,  in  the  county  of  Essex  and  State  of  New  Jer- 
*"-  sey,  and  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  and  for  the 
3'  same,  on  this  fourteenth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
*r  and  forty,  Phebe  Brown,  who,  being  by  mc  first  duly  sworn  according  to 

*  law,  on  her  oath  deposeth  and  saith :  That  she  is  now  in  the  eighty -sec- 
ond year  of  her  age ;  that  she  well  remembers  the  scenes  of  the  Revolution 

s  of  our  country  ;  that  she  then  lived  within  about  three  miles  of  Elizabeth- 
an town ;  that  she  recollects  distinctly  the  old  academy  situated  in  Eliza- 
i"  .bethtown  previous  to  the  year  A.  D.  1780 ;  that  it  was  used  for  the  pur- 

*  pose  of  keeping  the  victuals,  &c,  for  the  American  soldiers  ;  that  it  was 
3  burnt  by  the  British,  or  by  those  in  their  service.  And  deponent  further 
jt  saith,  that  she  remembers  well  the  old  Presbyterian  church,  also  situated 
%  in  Elizabethtown ;  that  she  has  often  heard  the  Reverend  Mr.  Caldwell 
j  preach  therein  ;  that  the  American  soldiers  were  in  the  habit  of  making  it 
B;  the  place  of  their  quarters ;  and  she  has  often  found  the  seats  in  the  church 
gi  dirty  and  greasy  when  going  there  to  church  ;  that  this  church  was  also 
$  burnt  by  the  British,  or  by  their  adherents.  Deponent  further  saith,  that 
fi  she  also  well  remembers  the  Reverend  Mr.  Caldwell ;  that  he  was  a  very 

*  zealous  patriot,  and,  by  his  zeal  and  activity,  incurred  the  hot  displeasure 
i  of  the  British  and  tones.     And  further  deponent  saith  not. 

'%  her 

*  PHEBE  +    BROWN. 
j  mark. 

i 

,i        Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written . 

\  ELIAS  WINANS. 


.Ai.r.i-'   '  ...  i.i' 
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PETITION 

OTA 

NUMBER  OF  HATTERS  IN  NEWARK,  NEW  JERSEY, 
Praying  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  imported  hats. 


Junk  10, 1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufacture*,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled: 

Your  petitioners,  engaged  in  the  making,  finishing,  and  sale  of  hats,  in 

the  city  of  Newark,  and  State  of  New  Jersey, 

Respectfully  show  : 

That  a  reasonable  preference  to  their  own  citizens  is  the  acknowledged 
duty  of  a  free  nation ;  that  to  leave  wholly  unprotected  domestic  manufac- 
tures, will  be  for  the  benefit  of  foreign  countries,  and  to  the  injury  of  our 
own.  That  it  has  therefore  been  the  policy  of  this,  and  all  great  nations, 
by  the  imposition  of  a  reasonable  duty  on  foreign  wares,  to  encourage 
their  own  citizens.  That  the  times  demand  that  every  thing  possible 
should  be  done  for  the  relief  of  a  suffering  people.  That  notwithstanding, 
certain  manufactures,  in  the  making  of  which  your  petitioners  are  enga- 
ged, to  wit :  silk-hats,  fur-bodies,  and  felts,  have  been  imported  duty-free, 
in  large  quantities,  during  the  past  year,  to  the  great  detriment  of  this  large 
branch  of  manufactures,  and  the  manifest  grievance  of  your  petitioners ; 
that,  if  this  should  continue,  the  wages  and  profits  of  all  hatters  must  be 
further  reduced,  and  many  more  of  our  industrious  citizens  be  thrown  and 
kept  out  of  employment  Wherefore,  your  petitioners  would  humbly  pray 
the  imposition  of  such  a  duty  upon  silk -hats,  far-bodies,  and  felts,  as  to 
your  honorable  bodies  shall  seem  reasonable  and  just,  and  sufficient  to 
relieve  your  petitioners  in  the  premises. 


And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray^kc 

~>  WILL 


Blair  &  Eire*,  printers. 


IAM  RANKIN,  and  others. 


! 


26th  Congress,  [  SENATE,  ]  r  ka*  a 

1  *t  Session.  '~~"r   r 


IN  SENATE  OP  THE  XJNITED  STATES. 


Junk  10,  1610. 

Submitted,  aid  ordered  to  te  primed. 
Mr.  Hubbabd  made  the  following 

REPORT  : 

[To  accompany  bill  8.  No.  364.] 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  wets  referred  Senate  bill  No.  364, /ir 

the  relief  qf  Ephraim  D.  Dixon,  report : 

That  the  claimant  was  captain  of  a  company  of  mounted  gun-men, 
in  General  Coffee's  brigade  of  Tennessee  volunteers,  in  the  year  1814. 
The  horses  of  the  company  under  his  command,  while  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  were  shod  at  the  claimant's  blacksmith  shop ; 
and  he  now  presents  his  account  for  allowance  and  payment.  The  account 
is  properly  certified  by  the  claimant,  as  commander  of  the  company,  and 
appears  to  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  General  Coffee,  who  gave 
the  claimant  an  order  upon  the  assistant  deputy  quartermaster  general  at 
Nashville,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars,  being  the 
amount  of  the  account  now  presented.  This  account  was  not  paid  by  the 
assistant  deputy  quartermaster  general;  and,  upon  being  afterward  pre- 
sented to  the  proper  department  at  Washington,  was  disallowed,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  law  or  usage  to  justify  the  payment  of  such 
claims. 

The  committee  have  found  two  cases  where  Congress  has  authorized  the 
payment  of  similar  claims.  The  first  was  the  case  of  William  Chism,  a 
captain  in  General  Jackson's  army,  in  18 14,  who  advanced  the  money  to 
the  blacksmith  who  shod  the  horses  of  his  company.  Congress,  in  1817, 
passed  an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  money  thus  advanced. 

The  other  case  is  that  of  William  East  This  claim  was  for  shoeing 
horses,  in  1814,  for  Captain  Hodges's  company  of  mounted  volunteer  gun* 
men,  belonging  to  General  Coffee's  brigade.  As  in  the  present  case,  he 
received  an  order  on  the  assistant  deputy  quartermaster  general  at  Nash* 
vilie,  for  the  amount  of  his  account,  which  was  not  paid.  A  bill  for  his 
relief  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  * 

The  only  objection  which  has  ever  been  raised  to  the  payment  of  claims 
of  this  character,  rests  upon  the  belief  that  the  act  of  1796,  which  provided 
for  the  payment  of  forty  cents  per  day  to  militia  cavalry  for  the  use  and 
risk  of  their  horses,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  was  intended  to  cover  ell 
charges  of  this  description.  Congress,  however,  in  the  two  cases  referred 
to,  have  given  a  different  construction  to  this  provision  of  the  act  of  179ft? 
and,  upon  inquiry,  the  committee  have  ascertained  that  the  Second  Oof 
Hear  *  *i? ee>  fcimeis. 
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trailer  of  tbe  Treasury,  in  passing  upon  this  class  of  claims,  2 
of  the  Florida  war,  has  also  considered  tbe  charge  for  shoein 
DOC  included  within  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1795. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  being  satisfied  thai 
charged  in  the  claimant's  account  were  performed  by  him  upoc 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States :  that  he  has  never  re 
ment  therefor ;  and  that  Congress  has  allowed  and  paid  simil; 
other  individuals — think  it  would  be  unjust  to  withhold  pay 
present  case ;  and  therefore  report  back  the  bill,  without  amei 
Us  passage. 


26th  Cohgrbm,  [  SEBATE.  1  r  e**  * 


.r 


RESOLUTIONS 


By  Ms.  Webster,  relative  to  a  reduction  of  the  postage  an  £effm 


Junk  10, 1840. 
Mottled,  kid  ape*  0*  wife,  cod  ordoed  Id  %t  pftttoL 


Kesotvedy  That  the  rates  of  postage  charged  on  letters  transm 
the  mails  of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  reduced. 

Resolved,  That  h  is  expedient  to  inquire  into  the  utility  of  so  altering 
the  present  regulations  of  the  Post  Office  Department  as  to  connect  die 
use  of  stamps,  or  stamped  covers,  with  a  large  reduction  of  the  rates  of 
postage. 


Extract  from  a  newspaper  published  in  the  city  of  London. 

THE  PENNY-POSTAGE  STAMPS. 

Yesterday  the  following  notice  was  issued  by  the  post-office  au- 
thorities : 

General  Post  Office,  April  28, 1840. 

NOTICE  TO   THE   PUBLIC. 

The  Lords  of  the  Treasury  having  fixed  the  6th  of  May  next  for  the 
issue  of  postage-stamps,  on  and  after  that  day  all  letters  written  oa 
stamped  paper,  or  enclosed  in  stamped  covers,  or  having  stamps  affixed  fl» 
them;  the  stamps  in  every  such  case  being  equal  in  value  or  amount  ft) 
the  rates  of  postage  now  chargeable  on  such  letters,  if  prepaid,  will  pees 
free  of  postage  in  whatever  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  they  may  be 
posted. 

In  those  cases  where  the  value  of  stamps  on  the  letter  is  less  than  the 
amount  of  the  postage  to  which  it  would  be  now  liable,  if  prepaid,  the 
letter  will  be  charged  double  the  amount  of  such  difference  on  delivery. 
An  inland  letter,  for  example,  weighing  more  than  half  an  ounce,  and  not 
exceeding  an  ounce,  if  bearing  only  a  penny  stamp,  will  be  charged  two- 
pence, on  delivery. 

The  same  regulation  applies  to  letters  prepaid  by  money,  where  die 
full  and  proper  rate  of  postage  has  not  been  paid  in  advance. 

Stamps  may  be  used  for  printed  votes  and  proceedings  in  Parliament; 
if  the  stamps,  however,  should  be  less  in  value  than  the  proper  rate  ef 
postage  to  which  these  documents  are  subject,  only  the  difference,  and 
not  double  the  difference,  is  to  be  charged. 

Alair  *Um%  priawa 
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1st  Session. 


MEMORIAL 

OP 

THE  NEW  YORK  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE, 

PRAYING 

The  adoption  of  certain  provisions  in  the  proposed  bankrupt  law. 


June  11, 1840. 

Referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  that  subject,  and  ordered  10  be  printed 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  New  York, 

Respectfully  represents  : 

That,  however  important  and  beneficial  in  its  effects  might  be  the  oper- 
ation of  a  general  bankrupt  law,  judiciously  constructed,  it  is  hardly  to 
be  expected  that,  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country,  any  law 
could  be  devised  whose  operation  would  not  be  too  unequal  to  warrant 
the  hope  that  the  benefits  expected  on  the  one  hand  would  be  equal  to  the 
injurious  consequences  anticipated  on  the  other. 

The  widespread  commercial  distress  that  has  attended  the  course  of  the 
last  three  years,  has  left  too  many  traces  in  the  altered  condition  of  the 
r.ountry  not  to  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  statesman,  or  called  for 
the  interference  of  the  National  Legislature;  and  although  a  period  rather 
of  prosperity  than  adversity  would,  no  doubt,  be  niore  favorable  to  the  due 
consideration  of  this  important  question,  the  chamber  is,  at  the  same  time, 
aware  that,  without  the  existence  of  some  pressing  necessity,  the  subject 
of  a  bankrupt  law  would  not  be  likely  to  present  itself  with  sufficient  force 
to  engage  the  serious  consideration  of  Congress.  While,  therefore,  the 
exercise  of  caution  is  necessary,  lest  our  sympathies  should  be  enlisted  too 
strongly  in  favor  of  those  who  have  suffered  most,  to  the  neglect  of  the 
rights  and  interests  of  those  who  have  also  suffered  severely,  still,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  chamber,  it  is  both  natural  and  just  that  Congress,  to 
whom,  alone,  the  power  is  delegated,  should  manifest  a  desire  to  relieve 
some  portion  of  the  distress  of  the  country  by  means  of  the  provis- 
ions of  a  bankrupt  law,  founded  upon  practical  information  as  to  the  state 
and  condition  of  the  nation,  and  framed  under  the  guidance  of  arj  extended 
forecast  and  an  enlightened  philanthropy,  and  thus  be  enabled  for  the  ben- 
efit, as  well  of  creditors  as  of  the  Union  at  large,  to  rescue  from  depression, 
and  restore  to  usefulness,  a  portion  of  that  intelligence,  integrity,  and  in- 
dustry, which  form  the  essential  elements  of  a  nation's  prosperity. 

As  this  important  subject  is  now  engaging  the  attention  of  Congress, 

BUir  &  Rives,  printers. 
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and  as  memorials  in  favor  of  the  general  principles  of  st 
merly  proceeded  from  this  body,  the  chamber  begs  lea 
express  its  opinion  that  a  bankrupt  law,  to  be  extensr 
mancntly  beneficial,  should  be  both  compulsory  and  i 
a  compulsory  act,  it  should  apply  to  traders  only,  and 
it  should  require  the  sanction  of  a  majority  of  creditor) 
lease  the  applicant,  with  liberal  provisions  giving  disc 
the  judge,  on  application  of  the  commissioners,  and  on  e 
in  cases  of  hardship  or  oppression ;  that  no  debt,  of  a 
should  be  preferred,  and  that  the  operation  of  any  law  I 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress  should  be  dele 
1st  July,  1841. 

ISAAC  CAR 
Edward  A.  B.  Graves,  Secretary. 


New  Yob 
Dear  Sir  :  The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  this  city 
yesterday,  for  the  special  purpose  of  acting  upon  the  s 
bankrupt  law,  adopted,  unanimously,  the  memorial  w 
enclosed,  and  which  you  will  please  lay  before  the  J 
occasion.     Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

EDWARD  A.  B. 
Secretary  N.  Y.  Chaml 
Hon.  Silas  Wright,  U.  &  Senate. 


\ 

26th  Congress,  [  8  EN  ATE.  ]  [  4#"f1 

1*1  Session. 


RESOLUTIONS 

ADOPTED  IT  a 

MEETING  OF  THE  CITIZENS  OF  FRANKFORT,  MAINE, 

IN  PAYOR 

Of  the  construction  of  fortifications  on  the  Penobscot  river. 


June  11,  1840. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Frankfort,  convened  at  the  Frankfort 
House,  on  Monday  evening,  April  13,  1840,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
subject  of  fortifications  on  the  Penobscot  river,  the  meeting  was  called  to 
order  by  Isaac  A  Hard,  Esq. 

Captain  Isaac  Millikin  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Daniel  Toby  and  Na« 
thaniel  H.  Hubbard,  Esqs.,  were  appointed  Secretaries. 

Mr.  Kellfy  having  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  a  committee  of  seven 
were  appointed  to  draught  resolutions  to  lay  before  the  meeting.  The  commit- 
tee consisted  of  Messrs.  Albert  L.  Kelley,  NehemiahRich,  Isaiah  Rich,  jr., 
Nathaniel  H.  Hubbard,  Jonathan  Merrill,  Archibald  Jones,  and  Isaac  Allan!, 
who,  after  having  retired  about  an  hour,  presented  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  of  Maine  presents  an  extensive  seaboard,  a  large 
portion  of  which  is  entirely  unprotected  by  fortifications  of  any  description  ; 
that  we  have  looked  silently  on  and  seen  our  common  treasure  expended  for 
the  common  good  in  the  north,  south,  and  west,  while  the  east  has  been 
neglected. 

Itesolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to  proceed, 
without  delay,  in  erecting  fortifications  on  the  Penobscot  river. 

Resolved,  That,  in  this  hour  of  urgent  need,  when  in  danger  of  collision 
with  a  foreign  power,  we  must  insist,  with  moderation  and  firmness,  on  a 
just  and  eqiial  distribution  of  public  improvements  and  defences ;  and  that 
we  shall  entertain  confidence  in  and  respect  for  the  General  Government, 
in  proportion  to  the  regard  it  evinces  for  our  welfare,  and  the  disposition  it 
manifests  to  protect  our  soil  from  foreign  aggression. 

The  resolves  having  been  reported  and  read,  Mr.  Kelley  addressed  the 
meeting  for  about  an  hour  in  their  support,  urging  the  peculiar  relations 
that  now  exist  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  as  a  sufficient  cause 
for  prompt  and  energetic  action  on  the  subject  before  the  meeting. 

Voted,  unanimously,  To  accept  the  resolutions. 

Voted,  That  the  resolutions  be  signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretaries, 
and  published  in  the  public  prints ;  and  that  a  copy  be  forwarded  to  each 
of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  Maine  in  Congress ;  and  that  the 
Representative  from  this  district  be  requested  to  present  them  to  the  House 
Df  Representatives,  and  one  of  our  Senators  to  present  them  to  the  Senate. 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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Voted,  That  the  foregoing  resolves  be  printed,  and  foi 
to  the  last  resolution ;  and  the  committee  which  draught 
were  chosen  a  committee  for  lhat  purpose. 

ISAAC  M1LLIK 
Daniel  Toby, 
N.  H.  Hubbabd, 

Secretaries. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Junk  11, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Prewtiss  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  167.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  -was  referred  "  An  act  for  the  relief 

of  Mathew  Wiley  "  report : 

Two  terms  of  service  are  set  forth:  one  in  1776,  and  the  other  in  1777. 
In  1776,  he  says,  he  volunteered  for  six  months;  served  nearly  three 
months ;  was  then  taken  sick  and  languished  for  nine  weeks{ "  during 
which  time  he  was  honorably  discharged,  and  was  removed  to  his  lathers 
house."  In  1777,  he  claims  to  have  served  two  months.  John  Wiley 
testifies  that  he  served  six  months  in  1776  and  two  months  in  1777 ;  he 
states  nothing  about  the  sickness.  The  claimant's  statement  is,  then, the 
main  evidence  in  the  case ;  and  the  committee  think  that  the  probability 
is  that  the  claimant  was  discharged  very  soon  after  he  became  sick ;  ana 
this  is  inferred  from  his  own  statements.  Six  months'  service  is  not  satis- 
factorily established;  John  Wiley's  testimony  proves  nothing  but  the 
naked  net  of  service. 

The  indefinite  postponement  of  this  bill  is  recommended. 

Blair  &  Bivee,  printed. 


■ 


86th  Congress,  [SENATE.]  T  551  1 

1st  Session.  •    L  J 


IN  8ENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Junk  11, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  148.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  "  An  act  for  the,  relief 
of  Wealthy  Barker,  widow  of  (Isaac)  Barker,  deceased,"  report : 

It  appears,  from  an  examination  of  this  case,  that  the  husband,  living  on 
his  farm  in  Middleton,  Rhode  Island,  while  the  British  were  in  possession 
of  that  State  in  the  revolutionary  war,  rendered  useful  service  by  convey- 
ing intelligence  of  their  movements  to  the  American  officers  by  means  of 
concerted  signals ;  but  the  service  was  not  of  a  military  character.  It  wfts 
performed  under  no  military  obligations,  and  did  not,  as  is  acknowledged, 
interfere  with  the  ordinary  occupations  of  his  form ;  and  does  not  come 
within  the  spirit  and  equity  of  the  pension  laws. 

The  committee  recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Blair  &  Rives,  printers. 
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June  11, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be 


Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  178.  J 

The  Committee  en  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  "  4n  act  granting  a 

pension  to  Stephen  Obey,"  report : 

The  only  evidence  in  the  case  is  the  statement  of  the  claimant,  and  ha 
does  not  allege  but  five  months'  actual  service.  A  certain  length  of  tune, 
not  specified,  is  claimed,  while  he  was  drawing  rations,  raising  alarm 
poles,  paying  the  soldiers,  (fc. ;  which  cannot  be  allowed. 

The  committee  recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Blair  6  Rives,  printers. 


:  i  ill  lilt 
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June  11, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

1        lb.  White  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  183.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  House  bill  183,  enti- 
tled, "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Hunter,"  report  : 

Mary  Hunter  is  the  widow  of  James  Hunter,  deceased,  an  officer  in  the 
last  war,  who  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  receipt  of  an  invalid 
pension.  This  bill  proposes  to  grant  to  her  arrears  of  pension  at  the  rate 
of  $11  33}  per  month  from  January  1, 1815,  to  March  4,  1834  The 
views  of  this  committee  in  relation  to  cases  of  the  same  character,  hare 
been  expressed  frequently  in  reports  to  the  Senate  during  this  session. 
They  are,  that  neither  justice  nor  sound  policy  would  warrant  grants  off 
the  kind,  and  they  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Senate. 

The  committee  recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill 

Blair  Sl  Rires,  printers! 
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June  13, 1840. 

Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pierce  made  the  following 
REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bills  H.  R.Nos.  189, 186, 188, 903,  and  904.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  were  referred  "  An  act  for  the  rMtf 
of  Fielding  Pratt?  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Job  Wood?  "  An  act  grant- 
ing  a  pension  to  Neil  Shannon?  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Levi  John* 
ston?  and  "  Jn  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Hugo?  report : 

These  are  all  claims  for  invalid  pensions.  Pratt  alleges  that  he  was  se- 
verely wounded  by  a  piece  of  timber  in  the  head  and  shoulders  at  the  Mow- 
ing up  of  the  platform  at  the  seige  of  Fort  Erie,  in  1814.  He  continued  in 
the  service  more  than  two  years  after  this,  till  October,  1816,  when,  upon 
his  procuring  a  substitute,  he  was  discharged ;  but,  in  his  discharge,  not- 
withstanding it  is  said  he  was  a  long  time  in  the  hospital,  no  mention  is 
made  of  any  injury.  The  surgeon's  certificate,  made  twenty-two  yean  al- 
ter the  injury,  is  entitled  to  but  little  weight  Samuel  M.  Asbury,  who  is 
now  an  applicant  for  an  increase  of  his  pension,  is  the  sole  witness.  He  was 
wounded,  August  4,  1814,  at  Mackinaw,  for  which  he  is  pensioned ;  and 
says  that  he  was  a  sergeant  in  Captain  Chume's  company,  17th  regiment  of 
United  States  infantry,  to  which  Pratt  belonged  at  the  time  Pratt  was 
wounded,  which  was  about  the  1st  of  September,  1814.  The  assault  was 
on  the  morning  of  August  15, 1814 ;  and  in  the  official  account  of  it,  neither 
this  company  nor  regiment  is  named.  The  disability  and  alleged  cause  are 
not  connected  by  the  testimony. 

In  the  case  of  Job  Wood,  the  evidence  does  not  satisfy  the  committee  that 
ihe  disability  was  caused  by  any  injury  growing  out  of  his  service,  while  in 
the  line  of  his  duty. 

Neil  Shannon  asks  for  relief  on  account  of  a  disability,  occasioned  by  the 
dislocation  of  his  shoulder  during  his  service  in  the  last  war.  The  sur- 
geons do  not  state  the  present  degree  of  disability.  The  officer  under  whom 
he  served  testifies  that  he  received  the  injury  while  he  was  in  the  service ; 
but  he  does  not  undertake  to  say  that  he  was  in  the  line  of  his  duty  at  the 
time.  The  circumstances  under  which  it  took  place  are  not  given.  In 
1836  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  required  that  the  officer  should  make 
an  additional  affidavit,  setting  forth  particularly  all  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  origin  of  the  disability.  Nothing  of  the  kind  appears  among 
the  papers,  and  no  explanation  is  given  why  the  requirement  was  not  com- 


BlairfcRires,  printers. 
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la  the  case  of  Levi  Johnston,  there  is  no  evidence  to 
cause,  and  degree  of  disability ;  and  the  fact  that  it  was  i 
of  his  duty,  is  not  made  out. 

The  evidence  in  the  case  of  Samuel  B.  Hugo  is  deei 
cient  to  support  his  allegations. 

The  committee  recommend  that  these  bills  be  severall] 
nitely. 
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IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


June  13,  1840. 

Submitted,  «ad  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Pibrcb  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  No.  175.] 

The  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  Ueadrick  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina?  report  : 

The  claimant  was  allowed'  a  pension  in  1834,  but  upon  a  review  of  the 
case,  the  pension  was  discontinued.  The  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  in  a 
letter  of  January  25, 1838  (accompanying  the  papers)  says,  "  the  claim  was 
admitted  in  1834  on  his  own  affidavit,  supported  by  traditionary  evidence 
alone."  "  Upon  reviewing  the  case  it  is  obvious,  that,  as  all  the  militia  ser- 
vice rendered  in  North  Carolina,  was  in  tours  of  two,  or  three  months,  the 
claimant  could  not  have  rendered  the  alleged  service  in  a  regularly  un- 
bodied corps  for  the  time  alleged."  The  claimant  was  required  to  make  an 
explanatory  statement,  specifying  the  important  particulars  in  regard  to  time, 
duration,  place,  <fcc.,  of  his  service.  This  has  not  been  complied  with  in 
any  degree  to  the  knowledge  of  this  committee.  The  only  evidence  before 
them  is  the  evidence  upon  which  he  was  put  upon  the  pension-list,  consist- 
ing of  his  declaration  and  the  affidavit  of  two  witnesses,  who  swear  in  gen- 
eral terms,  that  he  served  "  two  periods  of  twelve  months  and  ten  months." 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  requirements  of  the  Commissioner 
ought  to  be  complied  with,  and  they  therefore  recommend  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bilL 

Blair  &  Hires,  printers. 
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Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  priDted.  ■    •  /  •» 


Mr.  Linn  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

[To  accompany  bill  S.  No.  59.] 

The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  por- 
tion of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  praying, the  confirmation  of  his  title  to  cerfajf^ 
land  claims  in  Louisiana,  report : 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that,  previous  to  1781,  he  resided  in  the 
province  of  West  Florida,  then  under  the  dominion  and  government^ 
Great  Britain  :  that,  while  a  resident  in  that  province,  he  acquired,  by  pqr- 
chase,  divers  tracts  of  land,  amounting  to  upwards  of  7,000  acres ;  all  situ- 
ated in  that  part  of  West  Florida  ceded  by  Great  Britain  to  Spain,  in  V 
below  the  3 1st  degree  of  latitude:  that  this  claim  is  founded  upon  gi 
made  by  the  British  authorities  of  West  Florida,  while  the  country  beloi 
to  Great  Britain.  The  grants  are  made  upon  the  condition  of  paying  a 
certain  annual  rent  per  acre — a  halfpenny  sterling  ;•  and.  also.  01  njudcuw 
certain  improvements  within  three  years,  &c.  It  is  not  pretended  the  oopT 
ditions  have  been  complied  with ;  but  it  is  contended  the  conditions  op 
obsolete,  and  not  such  as  to  forfeit  the  claim.  As  to  the  rent,  it  is  said  pi^ 
officer  was  appointed  to  receive  it,  and  that  it  was  never  demanded,  uejf 
forfeiture  ever  claimed  by  Great  Britain.  As  to  the  conditions  of  mafcigg 
improvements  within  three  years,  it  is  urged  that  the  unsettled  conditional 
the  country  is  a  sufpcient  excuse. 

These  claims  were  reported  on  by  Commissioner  Cosby,  to  whom  jtyjjf 
were  submitted  by  the  act  of  the  25th  April,  1812,  and  are  embraced  in  {*» 
gister  A,  of  his  report,  as  claims  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissiopf^ 
Are  valid,  agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages,  or  customs  of  the  British  Gqvpqp- 
ment.  Mr.  Cosby,  in  his  remarks  upon  these  claims,  says:  "In  TttJjatMP 
to  the  claims  derived  from  the  British  Government,  it  may  not  be  innMp 
cable  to  remark  that  they  are  distinguishable,  in  one  prominent  feature, .fjffp 
those  granted  by  the  Spanish  Government,  prior  to  the  treaty  of  feUffpgt 
sion  to  the  French  Goverqment  By  the  treaty  of  peace  befyreep  Qwtf 
Britain  and  Spain,  in  1783,  the  absolute  time  of  eighteen  mpnthBiWpsg'  ~ 
to  his  Britannic  Majesty's  wlyeots,  to  enable  them  to  sell  tfyeir.^atatep 
remove  their  effects;  accompanied  hyp  declaration  that, $hou|d not- 
titpe  be  sufficient  to  answer  those  pprpose*,  his  Catholic  Afwety  W 

S°  ve  a  prolongation  proportioned  to  thpl  ■  0  w-    Ipi  178P,  a  Baaiongatu) 
tir  months  was.givsfl  t>y  tj*  Bang  of  ,§flaja    Not  ope  ffRtpfjfijTy  tf  jH» 

Blair  A  Jttm,prim«n. 


[  556  1  2 

British  claimants  availed  themselves  either  of  the  original  Hit: 
subsequent  extension.  Hence  the  Spanish  Govern uictil  cl.i 
lauds  held  under  British  patents,  which  had  not  received  its  c 
ns  being  vacant,  'l'hui  such  was  the  decision  of  that  Gnverumt 
demons! rated  hy  the  course  which  it  pursued  in  relation  to  tin 
as  to.iK's  within  the  commissioner's  knowledge,  it  is  a  fact  (I 
Covered  hy  British  patents  of  the  last  mentioned  description. 
criminately  ti  ground  hy  the  Spanish  Government,  wlieneve 
wasjmide  for  them  conformably  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  cust 
Government.  How  far  this  circumstance  ought  to  affect  tin 
these  patents  in  relation  to  individual  conflicting  claims,  or  uh 
tions  ought  to  be,  consistent ty  with  the  laws  of  nations,  the 
distributive  justice,  and  the  rights  of  individuals,  the  conin.iss 
for  the  consideration  of  those  who  are  the  constitutional  guard 
he  and  private  pm|>erty." 

The  actof  1819,  passed  upon  that  report,  does  not  embrace 
British  claims.  The  committee  are  not  aware  that  any  similar  II 
have  been  confirmed,  except  hy  the  act  of  the  5th  July,  l£l£ 
confined  to  (hat  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  which  lay 
31st  degree  of  latitude.  If  a  similar  act  were  passed  as  to  the  i 
of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  it  would  embrace  this  anions  < 
There  are  a  great  number  of  claims  like  this,  lying  in  ihcduTei 
ofWest  Florida,  as  it  formerly  existed,  which  have  never  beei 
and  they  are  all  believed  to  have  been  made  on  the  same  condiiw 

A  great  objection  to  this  claim,  in,  the  non-compliance  v\i 
tions  of  the  grant.  These  conditions  are  specific  and  substaut 
the  grant  itself  provides  that,  unless  they  were  complied  wi: 
should  be  void. 

The  grant  goes  to  convey  the  land  in  fee  simple,  reserving  i 
contains  the  following  language  :  "  Provided,  ulicu-i/s  {.and 
grant  is  upon  condition,  nevertheless),  That  the  said  James  II 
grantee,  shall  make,  within  three  years  after  the  date  hereof,  1 
acres  of  plantable  laud  hereby  granted,  clear,  and  cultivate,  tl 
least,  in  that  part  thereof  which  he  shall  judge  most  conven 
▼antageous ;  or  else  do  clear  and  drain  three  acres  of  swam] 
ground,  or  do  drain  three  acres  of  marsh  (if  any  such  be  con  tail 
and  shall,  further,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  put  and  keep,  up 
seres  thereof  accounted  barren,  three  neat  cattle,  and  couth 
thereon  until  three  acres  for  every  fifty  acres  be  fully  cleared 
ed ;  and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  no  part  of  the  said 
fit  for  present  cultivation,  without  manuring  and  improving 
the  said  James  Buchanan,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall,  withit 
from  the  date  hereof,  erect,  on  some  part  of  the  said  tract  of  la 
dwelling-house,  to  contain,  at  least,  twenty  feet  in  length ,  am 
in  breadth,  and  put  on  his  said  land,  the  like  number  of  thrc 
as  aforesaid, on. every  fifty  acres  therein  contained;  or  otlic 
part  of  said  laud  shall  be  stony  or  rocky  ground,  not  fit  lor  < 
pasture,  shall  do  within  three  years  as  aforesaid,  beside  erec 
house,  begin  to  employ  thereon,  and  continue  to  work,  for  thr 
next  ensuing,  in  digging  any  stone-quarry  or  mine,  one  ec 
hand  for  every  hundred  acres  thereof,  it  shall  be  accounted  a  s 
tivaiion  and  iiupiovemcnt :  Prodded,  also,  That  every  three 
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shall  be  cleared  and  worked,  or  cleared  and  drained,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  fur- 
ther, be  accounted  a  rufficient  seating,  planting,  cultivation,  and  improve- 
ment, to  save  for  ever  from  forfeiture  fifty  acres  of  land  in  any  part  of  the 
tract  hereby  granted.  And  the  said  James  Buchanan,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his  or  their  stock,  or  to  forbear  working  in 
any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to  such  cultivation  and  improvements 
aforesaid  as  shall  be  made  upon  the  plan  table  lands,  swamps,  sunken  grounds 
or  marshes,  therein  contained  :  Provided,  also.  That  this  grant  shall  be 
duly  registered  in  the  register's  office  of  this  province,  within  six  months 
from  the  date  hereof."  It  then  provides  that,  softer  having  made  the  im- 
provements required,  the  grantee  may  prove  the  same  before  certain  court* 
named,  and  have  this  proof  recorded  with  the  grant,  to  be  used  as  evidence, 
&c.  The  grant  then  contains  the  following  language :  "  Provided,  always, 
nevertheless,  That,  if  the  said  James  Buchanan,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  do 
not,  in  all  things,  fully  comply  with  or  fulfil  the  restrictions,  directions,  and 
conditions,  herein  above  set  forth  for  the  proper  cultivation,  of  the  said  land, 
within  the  times  herein  above  limited  for  the  completion  thereof;"  •  •  • 
or  if  he  or  they  should  not  pay  the  rent,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  grant 
"  that  then,  and  in  either  of  these  cases,  respectively,  this  grant  shall  be  void, 
any  thing  contained  herein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  and  the  said 
grant  revert,"  &c,  "  as  fully  and  absolutely  as  if  it  had  never  been  grant- 
ed." These  conditions  are  admitted  not  to  have  been  complied  with,  but 
it  is  urged  that  the  lands  are  not  forfeited,  and  that  the  unsettled  and  dis- 
turbed condition  of  the  country  is  a  sufficient  excuse  for  a  non-compliance 
with  them. 

The  rule  laid  down  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and 
acted  upon  by  the  Missouri  board  of  commissioners,  is,  that  in  all  cases 
where  there  ure  conditions  to  a  grant,  &c,  if  the  grantee  show  satisfactorily 
that  he  has  been  prevented  from  a  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  by  the  act  of 
God,  by  the  act  of  law,  by  the  enemies  of  the  country,  by  the  act  of  the 
parly  making  the  grant,  or  any  other  sufficient  canst*,  that  the  grantee  will 
be  considered  as  absolved  from  the  performance  of  the  same,  and  the  grant 
Tegarded  as  absolute. 

In  this  case  there  is  no  proof  furnished  to  the  committee  beyond  the* 
more  allegation  in  the  petition,  and  arguments  of  the  claimant,  that  the 
grantee,  or  his  heirs  or  assigns,  were  prevented  from  complying  with  the 
conditions  of  cultivation  and  improvement  in  the  grants  by  either  of  the 
above  causes  ;  and  the  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  evidence  sufficient 
to  bring  this  case  within  the  principles  above  laid  down. 

The  committee  concur  in  the  views  contained  in  the  following  report  of 
the  Florida  commissioners  upon  these  British  claims,  which  seems  to  cover 
the  whole  ground  assumed  by  the  claimant,  and  adopt  it  as  part  of  their 
own : 

"REPORT   ON    BRITISH   CLAIMS. 

"  The  law  organizing  this  board  of  commissioners,  has  directed  ns  to  ex- 
amine and  determine  the  validity  of  claims  submitted  for  adjudication, 
'agreeably  to  the  laws  and  ordinances,  heretofore  existing,  of  the  Govern- 
ments making  the  grants  respectively.'  In  addition  to  this,  the  attention 
of  the  commissioners  is  direct!*!  to  two  objects,  in  the  investigation  of  Brit* 
ish  claims :  1st,  to  uscertaiu  how  far  they  are  valid  by  the  laws  of  nations; 
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and,  2d,  how  far  they  have  been  considered  valid  under  the  Sf 
eminent;  and,  if  satisfied  that  said  claims  be  correcl  and  valic 

Confirmation  to  them. 

"The  great  reliance  of  the  British  claimants  is  placed  upon 

Cove  that  their  titles  are  valid  by  the  laws  of  nations.  They 
nd  that  they  were  considered  valid  under  the  Spanish  Gove 
endeavor  to  avail  themselves  of  the ju*  postliminium,  as  laid  d 
lei,  and  other  writers  upon  the  laws  of  nations.  Let  us,  for  a  i 
amine  the  soundness  of  this  position. 

"  *  The  right  of  postliminium,1  says  Vattel,  '  is  that  in  virtu 
persons  and  things  taken  by  the  enemy,  are  restored  to  their  I 
on  earning  again  into  the  power  of  the  nation  to  whic/i  //iq 
^here  are  two  modes  by  which  they  may  be  restored  to  the  p 
the  original  proprietors :  1st,  by  reconquest ;  and,  2d,  by  treaty 
Although  prisoners  of  war  may  have  given  their  parole ;  tei 
towns  submitted  to  the  enemy,  and  sworn  and  promised  him 
f  et,  if  retaken,  they  are  to  be  re-established  in  their  former  coi 
enjoy  the  right  of  postliminium.  The  acquisition  of  immoveable 
consummated  till  confirmed  by  a  treaty  of  peace,  or  by  the  em 
jpion  or  destruction  of  the  state  to  which  they  belonged.  T 
sovereign  has  hopes  of  retaking  them,  or  recovering  them  I 
V-Proviuces,  towns,  and  lands,  which  the  enemy  restores  by  tl 
|>eace,  are  certainly  entitled  to  the  right  of  postliminium.'  :' 
in  giving  back  a  town  at  tbe  peace,  renounces  the  right  he  had< 
arms.1  '  But  if  that  4own'  says  Vattel,  (  had  been  ceded  to  th 
a  treaty  of  peace,'  at  was  completely  fallen  into  his  pow*er  by 
fion  ot  the  whole  state,  she  has  no  longer  any  claim  to  the  rigi 
minium,  and  the  alienation  of  any  of  her  possessions  by  the  c 
valid  and.  irreversible ;  nor  can  she  lay  claim  to  them  if,  in 
Some  fortunate  revolution  should  liberate  her  from  the  yoke 
queror'  '  Its  former  state  is  absolutely  destroyed ;  all  its  relati 
alliances,  are  extinguished.' — Vattel,  b.  3,  c.  14,  sec.  212.  '  I 
ceded  to  the  enemy  by  a  treaty  of  peace,  is  truly  and  completel 
ft  has  no  longer  any  claim  to  the  right  of  postliminium,  utdes 
of  peace  be  broken  or  cancelled'  ' It  might  be  said,  in  genei 
right  of  postliminium  no  longer  exists,  after  the  conclusion  of 
That  right  entirely  relates  to  a  state  of  war.' — B.  3,  c.  14. 

"  As  the  right  of  postliminium  relates  to,  and  is  founded  on,  as 

it  has  no  effect  or  operation,  except  among  the  belligerents,  or 

made  a  common  cause,  and  are  partakers  and  associates  in  the 

lei.  b.  3,  c.  14,  sec  207.    Spain  and  England  were  the  only  | 

privies  to  .the  war,  terminated  by  the  capitulation  of  1781,  and  ti 

1783.    We  have  no  evidence  that  the  British  claimants  were  < 

their  lands  by  conquest ;  but  even  admitting  it  to  be  the  fact,  aj 

Che  doctrines  laid  down  in  Vattel,  the  jus  postliminium  could 

been  made  to  operate  in  their  favor,  had  Florida,  at  the  peace,  be 

Co  England,  who  was  the  original  owner.    As  thpee  private  i 

recognised  in  the  articles  of  capitulation,  and  ip  tip  fifth  art 

treaty,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  nogrouqcT  p 

Jhia  principle  could  be  introduced ;  as  that  cannct.be^eQfp^cql 

never  lost  by  conquest    .Further :  as  the  ooqnjry  wasx^rfatftp 

«emy  pud  conqueror,  instead  of  being  restocfd  Ap  MtglfwL  \i 
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i:    owner  and  nation  to  whom  it  belonged,  the  right  of  postliminium  is  taken1 

away,  unless  the  treaty  be  broken  or  cancelled.    If  cancelled  or  broken,  if 

;:    would  be  good  ground  of  complaint  to  be  brought  by  England  againsff 

*  Spain  ;  but  it  is  a  question  in  which,  it  is  believed,  the  United  States  coukf 
:     not  interfere.    They  were  neither  parties  nor  privies  to  the  war,,  the  capit- 
ulation, or  treaty,  and,  as  such,  can  claim  no  rights^  and,  consequently, 

L    have  incurred  no  obligations  under  them. 

"  From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  considered  that  the  principle  of  the 

.,   jus  postliminium  could  not  be  made  to  operate  in  favor  of  British  subjects; 

J    as  Florida  was  ceded  away  by  her,  instead  of  being  restored  to  her,  by  the? 

treaty  of  1783.    Had  it  availed  any  thing,  Great  Britain  would  not  havef 

*  provided  for  those  claimants  in  the  treaty,  or  made  them  remuneration' 
when  they  failed  to  dispose  of  their  lands  agreeably  to  the  stipulations  dt 
the  treaty.  Upon  examination,  it  will  be  found  equally  evident,  that  thtf ' 
United  States  are  under  no  obligations  on  this  occasion.  They  were  ndt 
parties  or  privies  to  the  war.  Although  Spain  was  at  war  with  England 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  American  Revolution,  yet  we  were  not  alliejj 
engaged  in  a  common  cause,  associates  in  the  same  contest.  There  was* 
no  treaty  of  offensive  or  defensive  alliance  between  them.  Conceding  this 
point,  however,  and  it  avails  nothing:  in  order  that  the  doctrine  of  juw 
postliminium  should  be  introduced  with  effect,  we  should  have  beeor 
allies  of  England,  who  lost  the  country  by  conquest,  and  to  whom  if 
should  have  been  restored,  either  by  reconquest  or  treaty  stipulation* 
American  citizens  can  occupy  no  better  ground  than  the  citizens  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  those,  we  have  seen,  cannot  avail  themselves  of  the  right  of 

Jus  postliminium. 

u  As  the  right  of  postliminium  no  longer  exists  after  the  conclusion  of  a 
peace,  the  British  claimants  are  precluded  from  availing  themselves  of  it  by 
the  treaty  of  1783.  This  instrument  placed  these  claims  entirely  upon  dif- 
ferent grounds :  recognised  them,  and  made  provision  for  their  disposition! 
by  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  who  were  inclined  to  emigrate.  The 
jus  postliminium  has  no  bearing  upon  the  subject;  but  the  question  » 
made  to  turn,  exclusively  upon  the  construction  of  the  treaty. 

"  By  the  articles  of  capitulation,  signed  at  Pensacolain  1781  by  the  com- 
manders of  the  Spanish  and  British  forces,  it  was  provided :  that  (thef 
British  inhabitants,  or  those  who  may  have  been  subjects  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  said  countries,  may  retire,  in  full  security  and  liberty, 
where  they  shall  think  proper;  and  may  sell  their  estates  and  temove  their 
effects,  as  well  as  their  persons :  the  time  limited  for  their  emigration  being 
fixed  to  the  space  of  eighteen  months.'  This  indulgence  was  incorporated 
in  the  treaty  of  1783,  with  the  additional  provision  of  extending  the  time,  if 
uecessary.  It  is  contained  iu  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  which  was  rati- 
fied on  the  3d  of  September,  1783,  and  is  as  follows:  *  His  Catholic  Mai* 
esty  agrees  that  the  British  inhabitants,  or  others  who  may  have  been  sub- 
jects of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  the  said  provinces,  may  retire  in 
full  security  and  liberty  where  they  shall  think  proper,  and  may  sell  their 
estates,  and  remove  their  effects,  as  well  as  their  persons,  without  being  re- 
strained in  their  emigration,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  except  on 
account  of  debts  or  criminal  prosecutions :  the  term  limited  for  this  emi- 
gration being  fixed  to  the  space  of  eighteen  months,  to  be  computed  from 
the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  present  treaty  ;  but  it. 
from  the  value  of  the  possessions  of  the  English  proprietors,  they  should 
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not  be  able  to  dispose  of  them  within  the  said  term,  then  his  Cai 
esty  shall  grant  them  a  prolongation  proportioned  to  thut  end 
year  17S5,  it  is  said,  a  prolongation  of  four  additional  months 
by  the  King  of  Spain. 

"  Upon  the  subject  of  capitulation,  Vatlel  says:  s  The  governor 
and  the  general  who  besit'ges  it,  have  a  pwcr  to  settle  the  terms 
lation  ;  and  whatever  agreement  they  thus  form  within  the  ter 
commission,  is  obligatory  on  the  state  or  sovereign  who  has  inr< 
with  the  power  by  which  they  conclude  it.' — B.  2,  c.  14,  s<c'2 
no  doubt,  upon  this  principle  that  the  provision  of  the  article  o; 
tion  in  favor  of  British  claimants  was  incorporated  in  the  5th  ar 
treaty  of  1783,  ahd  also  for  the  purpose  ot  consummating  the  arra 
This  was  necessary;  as  Yattel  declares,  that  c  immoveable  $& 
'lauds,  towns,  provinces,  &c. — become  the  property  of  the  ci 
makes  himself  master  of  them ;  but  it  is  only  by  the  treaty  of  p\ 
entire  submission  and  extinction  of  the  state  to  which  these 
provinces  belonged,  that  the  acquisition  is  completed,  and  the  pi 
comes  stable  and  perfect.' — B.  3,  c.  16,  sec.  197. 

"In  examining  the  phraseology  of  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty, 
that  all  British  claimants  were  entitled  to  the  indulgence;  not  o 
ish  inhabitants]  but  those  (  who  may  have  been  subjects  of  \\ 
Great  Britain  in  the  said  provinces.'  Those  who  were  cilia 
United  States,  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  if  they  had  been  sut  jcruo 
of  Great  Britain,  in  said  provinces,  were  entitled  to  every  it:du 
the  disposition  of  their  property.  If  they  failed  Co  avail  theneelv 
provisions,  it  is  their  own  neglect,  and  they  cannot  but  charge  i 
with  the  consequences.  The  treaty  is  to  be  construed  like  anv 
tract;  and  if  the  parties  have  not  complied  with  the  conditions 
compelled  to  abide  the  result,  or  submit  to  the  penalty.  Their 
cupy  precisely  the  same  ground,  however  different  may  be  the  a 
the  claimants.  Agreeably  to  the  spirit,  at  leaM,  of  national  law. 
authorized  in  requiring  such  a  provision  as  that  contained  in  the 
of  the  treaty.  «  Every  state,'  says  Vatlel,  "  has  the  liberty  of  u 
refusing  to  foreigners  the  power  of  possessing  lands  or  im  move  ah 
within  her  territory.  If  the  sovereign  does  not  permit  aliens  to 
moveable  property,  nobody  has  a  right  to  complain  of  such  a  p 
for  he  may  have  good  reason  for  acting  in  this  manner  *  and.  a: 
cannot  claim  any  right  in  his  territories,  they  ought  not  to  take 
be  makes  use  of  his  power  and  of  his  right  in  the  manner  whicl 
most  for  the  advantage  of  the  state.' — B.  2,  c.  8,  sec.  114.  Th 
may  also  forbid  the  entrance  of  his  territories,  either  to  fnrei^i 
eral,  or  in  particular  cases,  or  to  certain  persons,  or  for  certaii 
purposes,  according  as  he  may  think  it  advantageous  to  the  stul 
7,  sec.  94.  The  King  of  England  had,  likewise,  the  power  s 
accede  to  the  stipulations  in  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  17S3 
cessity  of  making  peace,  authorizes  the  sovereign  to  dispose  oft 
of  individuals;  and  the  eminent  domain  gives!  him  a  right  to  ci 
tel,  b  4,  c.  2,  sec.  12.  In  ihe  treaty  of  17S3,  the  property  of  indii 
not  ceded  away  absolutely,  but  ouly  conditionally,  where  i!u 
failed  to  dispose  of  it  within  the  limiiaiion. 

"If  Spain  refused  to  extend  the  time,  as  contemplated  in  the  5 
the  treaty,  it  was  a  subject  of  complaint  by  tiuglaud  against  tt 
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r   ment.    The  United  States  could  not  interfere  in  deciding  such  a  question, 

,    as  it  would  bo  an  infringement  of  the  independence  of  the  original  parties 

i   concerned. — Vattel,  b.  2,  c.  4,  sec.  54 ;  b.  4,  c.  4,  sec.  40 ;  Preliminaries,  a. 

9.     But  it  was  not  the  fact,  that  England  complained  or  remonstrated  on 

v   the  occasion.     Upon  the  expiration  of  the  term  within  which  the  British 

.    claimants  were  to  return  and  dispose  of  their  property,  that  Government 

.   made  compensation  to  her  citizens ;  which  was  an  acknowledgment  that  she 

bad  no  complaints  or  demands  against  the  King  of  Spain.     With  this  tact 

.    before  (hem,  it  would  not  become  the  American  Government  to  interpcm 

,    in  the  contracts  of  other  sovereign  powers,  and  declare  that  either  had 

failed  in  compliance. 

"  Most  sovereign  states  have  adopted,  in  some  shape  or  other,  the  principle 
contained  in  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty,  in  order  to  prevent  foreigners 
from  owning  real  property  within  their  limits,  and  thereby  obtaining  an  in- 
fluence which  might  be  wielded  to  the  injury  of  the  country.    It  was,  no 
doubt,  principally  from  this  consideration  that  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty 
was  framed  and  incorporated  in  that  instrument.   In  effect,  it  required  *  the 
British  inhabitants,  or  others  who  may  have  been  subjects  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  said  provinces,'  either  to  remain  in  Florida  as  citizens 
of  Spain,  or  to  dispose  of  their  property  within  the  limitation.    From  the 
language  of  the  articles,  they  appear  to  have  had  their  election  ;  and  it  Is 
believed,  that  where  they  failed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  indulgence 
secured  by  this  provision  of  the  treaty,  or  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of  the 
Spanish  authorities,  which  was  equivalent  to  a  release,  the  lands  were  con- 
sidered vacant,  and  subject  to  forfeiture.     Similar  provisions  are  contained 
in  the  treaty  of  1763,  which  are  found  in  the  proclamation  of  Gen.  Gage, 
bearing  date  30th  December,  1764,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Illinois 
and  Vincennes,  respecting  their  lands,  upon  taking  possession  of  their 
country  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  M.ijesty.     In  Siera'scase,  Governor 
O'Neal  declares,  that  the  time  had  expired  within  which  British  claimants 
were  to  return  and  dispose  of  their  property,  and  it  is  understood  that  it 
was  regrantcd,  whenever  applications  were  made  to  that  effect.     The  8th 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  3mh  March,  1803,  making  provisions 
for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  1st  section  of  the  act  passed  5th  July,  1812,  upon  the  same 
subject,  expressly  recognise  the  fact  of  Spain  having  regranted  lands  origi- 
nally granted  by  the  British  authorities  in  West  Florida.     The  Board  of 
Royal  Treasury,  by  a  decree,  dated  24th  September,  1801,  at  New  Orleans* 
which  was  founded  upon  official  proceedings  instituted  to  ascertain  the 
buildings  and  lots  in  Pensacola  to  which  the  King  of  Spain  was  entitled  by 
conquest,  and  from  absolute  relinquishment  of  the  same  by  proprietary 
owners,  exposed  those  houses  and  lots  to  sale  at  public  auction.    Whenever 
they  were  presented,  after  a  limited  period,  they  were  either  confirmed,  or 
declared  to  be  forfeited  by  the  Spanish  authorities.    It  was  the  policy  of  the 
Spanish  Government  to  have  their  lands  settled  and  cultivated:  foreigners 
were,  as  far  as  possible,  excluded,  unless  they  were  Catholics.     In  their 
concessions,  the  petitioner  was  requested  to  take  an  oath  that  no  foreigner 
was  interested  in  the  1  md  solicited,  and  that  he  or  she  would  not  convey  to 
such  at  a  subsequent  period.     A  difference  in  religion  was  not  tolerated. 
Such  was  the  effect  of  these  regulations,  that  most  of  the  English  removed 
from  Florida,  particularly  from  Bast  Florida,  after  the  treaty  of  1783* 
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«  These  facts  combined,  are  conclusive  as  to  the  opinion  ent 
4fe  Spanish  authorities,  in  relation  to  the  validity  of  such  cli 
those  now  under  consideration  been  brought  into  controversy 
Spanish  tribunals,  anterior  to  the  cession  of  the  country  to 
States,  there  can  be  no  hesitation  in  believing  that  they  would 
declared  null  and  void.  The  British  claimants  have  not  attempt 
dbt  a  valid  title  under  the  Spanish  Government,  or  to  show  thai 
ish  tribunals  would  have  considered  their  claims  valid  and  corre 
tire,  no  doubt,  satisfied  of  their  weakness  upon  this  ground,  and  i 
for  those  claims  being  permitted  to  lie  dormant,  in  trie  hands  of  tl 
tors,  for  upward  of  forty  years.  Dunns'  this  period,  no  notice 
of  their  existence ;  many  were  un located,  and  none  in  actual  occ 
the  proprietors.  The  King  of  England's  proclamation,  bearing! 
October.  1763,  by  which  the  governments  of  East  and  West  F 
created,  vests  the  governors  with  the  power  to  grant  and  dispn 
•to  any  such  person  or  persons,  upon  such  terms,  and  tinders 
rate  quit-rents,  services,  and  acknowledgments,  as  have  been  app 
settled  in  other  colonies,  and  under  such  conditions  as  shall  appe 
be  necessary  and  expedient/or  the  advantage  of  the  grantees,  a 
provement  and  settlement  of  our  said  colonies.'  The  gover 
authorized  to  grant  lands  to  new  settlers,  and  to  reduced  of.  cerso 
and  navy,  in  the  following  proportions :  To  any  person  having \ 
afield  officer,  5,000  acres;  to  any  captain,  3,000  acres;  to  snj 
or  staff  officer,  2,000  acres;  to  any  non-commissioned  officer?* 
amy  private  man,  60  acres.  No  limits,  except  that  of  the  ndvatf. 
person,  and  the  improvement  and  settlement  of  the  colonies,  ar 
upon  grants  to  new  settlers ;  but  the  proclamation  expressly  de 
m  these  grants  are  subject  to  the  same  conditions  of  cultivaii 
provement.  Further :  no  plat  is  filed,  in  some  cases,  to  show 
ever  were  surveyed;  and  the  warrants,  which  require,  upon 
them,  that  they  should  be  located  in  sis  mouths  from  the  tim 
they  were  issued,  are  entirely  floating  claims.  No  evidence, 
been  presented  to  show  that  the  conditions  subsequent,  upon 
perfect  grants  were  made,  have  ever  been  fulfilled.  This  alone 
to  Blackstone,  renders  the  claims  at  least  voidable,  and  may  I 
void  by  the  commissioners.  Under  such  circumstances,  we  do 
they  would  be  recognised  as  possessing  any  validity  under  tl 
England — the  Government  from  whence  they  emanated. 

"  Whether  the  British  claims  are  ipso  facto   void,  or  only  ro 

United  States  are  entitled  to  the  rights  and  immunities  of  £ 

transfer  of  the  sovereignty  and  domain  of  Florida,  under  the  in 

February,  1819.    Admitting  that  they  are  only  voidable,  the  Un 

and  their  tribunals,  can  declare  them  void,  as  did   the  Spanish  ; 

If  Spain  could  regrant  them,  and  sell  them  at  public  auction, 

States,  as  the  successor  of  Spain,  are  entitled  to  all  the  advantage 

from  a  similar  disposition  of  the  property.     As  Spain,  in  her  pTa 

fltruction  of  the  treaty,  has  viewed  those  claims  as  subject  to 

trhenever  they  have  not  been  regranted,  or  confirmed  by  her  let 

ities,  they  must  be  vacant,  and,  consequently,  belong  to  the  pub! 

The  doctrine  of  prescription,  as  a  bar  to  such  claims,  as  well  i 

attributing  their  want  of  location,  and  compliance  with  conditi 

peculiar  situation  of  the  county,  are  also  superfluous,  as  it  is 
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claims  to  exist  which  have  been  forfeited.  The  Pallidas,  as  cited  upon  the 
subject  of  appeals  from  the  judgments  of  Spanish  tribunals,  is  equally  far 
from  being  in  point,  as  it  could  only  apply  between  parlies  and  privies 
within  their  legal  jurisdiction.  Under  no  circumstances  would  this  law, 
and  the  doctrine  of  prescription,  avail  the  claimants  any  thing  against  the 
Government,  however  effectual  (hey  might  be  in  a  private  controversy. 
Neither  can  they  derive  any  advantage  from  a  non-compliance  with  the  6th 
article  of  the  treaty,  unless  they  can  also  show  that  they  have  received  a 
confirmation  or  conveyance  from  the  Spanish  Government,  to  the  land  in 
question.  Were  the  United  States  to  recognise  those  claims,  it  would  be 
altogether  a  gratuity— axi  act  of  munificence,  and  not  one  which  was  the 
result  of  legal  obligation.  Congress  are  competent  to  make  such  a  grant : 
but,  as  a  special  court  of  legal  jurisdiction,  we  have  no  such  authority,  ana 
can  exercise  no  discretion  upon  the  subject. 

"  In  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  no  provision  was 
made  for  British  claimants,  but  only  such  as  emanated  from  his  Catholic 
Majesty  and  his  lawful  authorities ;  and,  by  the  law  organizing  this  board 
of  commissioners,  none  are  to  be  examined  except  those  claimed  and 
owned,  bona  fide,  by  American  citizens,  and  (or  which  no  compensation  has 
been  made  by  the  British  Government.  This  has  been  construed  by  the 
claimants  as  a  recognition  of  postliminary  rights ;  but,  if  the  law  is  ex* 
amined,  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  mistake,  as  the  commissioners  are  first  di- 
rected to  ascertain  whether  they  are  valid  by  the  laws  of  nations  ;  how  far 
they  arc  so  considered  under  the  Spanish  Government ;  and,  after  this  in- 
quiry, are  made  the  judges  whether  they  are  valid  and  correct,  and  entitled 
to  confirmation. 

"  It  is  believed  that  the  commissioners  have  no  power  to  declare  a  forfeit- 
ure in  those  cases  where  the  claim  exceeds  3,500  acres.  Here  they  are  only 
intended  to  act  as  an  inquest,  or  court  of  inquiry,  and  furnish  Congress 
with  the  facts  upon  which  a  forfeiture  may  be  declared.  It  is  their  province 
to  ascertain  what  lands  belong  to  individuals,  as  distinguished  from  those 
which  have  accrued  to  the  United  States  under  the  treaty.  Those  arising 
from  forfeiture  constitute  as  perfect  a  class  of  rights  as  those  to  the  sou 
which  has  never  been  appropriated  to  individual  uses :  they  appertain,  in 
all  regular  governments,  to  the  sovereignty  and  domain,  and  cannot  be  sep- 
arated from  them. 

"  From  every  view  which  we  have  been  enable  to  give  this  subject,  we  are 
constrained  to  declare  all  British  claims,  within  our  jurisdiction,  which 
were  not  confirmed  by  Spain,  or  disposed  of  in  conformity  with  the  5th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  forfeited,  void,  and  of  none  effect.  They  are 
not  vn  lid  by  the  laws  of  narions,  and  would  not  be  considered  valid  under 
the  Spanish  Government.  We  are,  therefore,  convinced  that  they  are  not 
valid  and  correct ;  and,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  organizing 
this  hoard,  they  must  be  rejected.  With  respect  to  the  British  claims  ex- 
ceeding 3,500  acres,  we  believe  the  reasons  contained  in  this  opinion  are 
altogether  applicable,  and  request  that  they  may  be  received  as  our  report, 
in  both  cases. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned  commissioners. 

"  SAML.  R.  OVERTON, 
«  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE" 
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Mr.  Bullard,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  in 
of  Representatives,  made  an  able  report  on  these  claims  in  1S33 
which  is  annexed  to  this  report,  and  will  be  found  useful  and  in 

Copies  of  the  reports  made  by  Mr.  Smith  of  the  Senate,  and  I 
oi  the  House,  are  also  annexed  ;  both  of  which  were  in  favor  of 

After  a  patient  investisration  of  all  the  papers  in  this  case.  «f  tl 
reports  as  well  as  the  different  treaties  which  seem  to  have  a  Ke< 
it,  and  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature,  the  committee  have  come 
elusion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  he  gran:* 
have  cojue  to  this  conclusion  with  regret,  owing:  lo  the  private  i 
worth  of  Judge  Bay.  The  committee  recommend  to  the  Senat- 
tion  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved.  That  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay  be  i 
postponed. 


January  19,  1833. 

Mr  Bidlardi/rotn  the  Committee  on  Privute  Land  Claims^  mt 

lowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  have  given  to  thesuhje 
in  the  memorials  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  ot  the  heirs  of  Guillard.  on 
J.  and  E.  Jones,  and  others,  heretofore  referred  to  them,  thit  it 
ten i ion  and  deliberation  which  they  consider  due,  at  the  sarai 
claimants  and  to  the  rights  of  this  Government.  These  claims: 
certain  British  patents  for  lands  previously  to  the  treaty  of  17>3. 
part  of  West  Florida  which,  at  that  period,  became  a  Spanish  pr< 
which,  by  virtue  of  subsequent  treaties,  became  an  integral  part 
ted  States.  The  lands  in  question  are  situated  in  that  section 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitud 
of  the  Perdido.  In  order  to  a  full  understanding-  of  the  case, 
views  of  the  committee,  it  seems  proper  to  look  back  into  the  his 
region,  and  to  consider  the  different  treaties  upon  which  its  poli 
tion  depended  at  different  periods. 

At  the  general  pacification  in  1763,  Prance  was  despoiled  of 
sessions  in  North  America,  stretching  through  the  interior  of  tl 
from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Ca 
Scotia,  and  Cape  Breton,  fell  to  the  share  of  Great  Britain.  '1 
Louisiana  situated  to  the  westward  of  the  Mississippi  was  cedi 
including  the  island  of  Orleans.  That  part  of  ancient  Louisu 
the  cast  of  t!ie  same  river,  except  the  island  of  Orleans,  was  al 
France  to  Great  Britain— Spain,  at  the  same  time,  ceded  to  G 
Spanish  Florida.  At  that  period,  therefore,  and  up  to  the  com 
of  the  American  Revolution,  the  whole  territory  to  eastward  of 
sippi,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  island  of  Orleans,  belong 
Britain.  In  the  hands  of  that  power,  all  the  territory  to  the  s 
colony  of  Georgia  was  divided  into  two  governments,  called  Ea 
Florida,  embracing  Spanish  Florida,  and  that  part  of  ancient  Lo 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  of  the  island  of  Orleans. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  Canada  and  t 
stood  aloof  from  the  contest,  did  not  unite  in  the  declaration  of  ind 
Mid  musvYtt  tt^K&^taftYci%>k^^«xNitt  alien  enemies. 
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During  the  period  between  1763  and  1783,  the  grants  in  question  were 
made  by  the  English  Governors  of  West  Florida.  In  the  course  ol  the  Rev* 
olutionary  war,  Spain  invaded  West  Florida,  and  conquered  it  from  Great 
Britain.  At  the  close  of  the  American  war.  Great  Britain,  by  the  treaty  of 
1783,  with  Spain,  ceded  to  that  power  in  full  right  "  East  Florida,  as  also 
West  Florida."  The  social  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country, 
their  right  to  hold  the  property  then  possessed  by  them,  and  to  enjoy  other 
privileges,  depend  on  the  stipulation  of  that  treaty.  The  words  used,  so  far 
as  relates  to  this  matter,  are  these  :  "  His  Catholic  Majesty  agrees  that  the 
British  inhabitants,  or  others  who  may  have  been  subjects  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  said  countries,  may  retire,  in  full  security  and  liberty, 
where  they  shall  think  proper,  and  may  sell  their  estates,  and  remove  their 
effects."  The  time  limited  lor  this  emigration  was  fixed  to  the  space  of 
eighteen  months ;  but  it  was  further  stipulated,  that  "  if,  from  the  value  of 
the  possessions  of  the  English  proprietors,  they  should  not  be  able  to  dis- 
pose of  them  within  said  term,  then  his  Catholic  Majesty  shall  grant  a  pro- 
longation proportionate  to  that  end." 

It  cannot  be  contended  with  any  show  of  reason,  that  this  treaty  annulled 
all  preceding  grants  of  land  made  by  British  authority.  The  same  expres- 
sions are  used  in  the  treaty,  by  which  France  ceded  Canada  to  Great  Britain, 
with  the  addition  that  the  French  inhabitants  should  enjoy,  under  the  British 
Government,  the  right  of  worship  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Catholic 
church.  So  far  from  annulling  the  titles  to  lands,  the  treaty,  by  permitting 
the  sale,  expressly  recognises  their  existence  and  validity,  so  far  as  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  extend.  It  never  was  pretended  that  the  French  inhabitants 
of  Canada,  who  did  not  choose  to  sell  their  possessions,  and  to  emigrate,  for* 
feited  their  estates  to  the  British  crown.  The  permission  allowed  by  the 
treaty  with  Spain,  to  the  British  inhabitants  and  subjects  to  dispose  of  their 
estates,  by  no  means  implies  that  those  who  choose  to  remain  would  be 
obliged  to  submit  to  the  confiscation  of  their  property,  and  would  not  be  per* 
milted  to  become  subjects  or  denizens  of  Spain.  That  might  depend  on 
the  policy  of  Spain,  and  the  general  regulations  of  her  colonies. 

But  it  is  necessary  to  inquire  to  what  classes  of  persons  did  this  stipula- 
tion in  the  treaty  ot  1783,  as  well  as  in  the  capitulation  of  Pensacola  two 
years  before,  apply.  The  expressions  are,  "the  British  inhabitants)  or 
others  who  may  have  been  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  the  said  cotintries." 
The  committee  is  not  acquainted  with  any  rule  of  construction  by  which 
these  expressions,  evidently  intended  as  stipulations  in  favor  of  the  actual 
inhabitants  of  a  conquered  or  a  ceded  province,  can  be  extended  to  em- 
brace the  claims  of  nonresidents  not  in  possession  of  lands,  whether  founded 
on  a  complete  or  an  inchoate  title,  if  such  had  been  the  meaning  of  the 
parties,  they  would  have  entered  into  some  stipulation  to  that  effect.  None 
of  the  claimants  appear  ever  to  have  been  actual  inhabitants,  and  possessed 
of  these  lands  at  the  date  of  the  treaty.  It  therefore  appears  to  the  commit- 
tee that  their  case  is  not  provided  for  by  the  treaty.  Nor  is  it  shown  that, 
in  the  long  interval  of  time  between  the  date  of  that  treaty  and  the  cession 
of  the  country  to  the  United  States,  these  grants  were  ever  recognised  by 
Spain.  That  Spain  was  not  bound  to  recognise  them  by  the  tnaty,  is 
abundantly  evident,  because  no  government  is  bound  to  permit  aliens  to  hrtld 
lands  within  its  dominion,  and  because  the  British  Government  insisted  on 
no  stipulation  to  that  effect.  The  British  Government  never  made  any  com- 
plaint against  Spain  on  that  score ;  and,  although  the  committee  has  no 
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positive  evidence  on  the  subject,  it  is  generally  understood  thai 
ernment  made  compensation  to  some,  at  least,  of  its  own  subj? 
sacrifice  of  their  rights  in  the  cession  of  Florida  to  Spain. 

Considering  this,  therefore,  as  a  question  between  the  claima 
Government  of  Spain,  it  seems  to  the  committee  quite  clear,  that 
not  bound  either  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  nor  by  the  laws  of  nation 
nise  these  claims  as  valid ;  and  it  is  certain  they  never  were  so 
during  the  existence  of  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Florida.  r 
States,  as  the  successors  of  Spain  in  the  sovereignty  of  that  conn 
bound  to  confirm  these  claims  unless  it  be  either,  first,  in  virtiu 
quent  treaties;  or,  secondly,  by  the  acts  of  the  board  of  commit 
the  legislation  of  Congress  ;  or , thirdly,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  ai 
larly,  as  is  contended  by  the  claimants,  by  the  jus  postliminii. 
amine  the  question  in  reference  to  these  three  grounds. 

1.  Treaties. — The  committee  know  of  only  two  treaties  b 
United  States  and  foreign  governments  which  have  the  slightest 
this  subject.  The  first  is  that  of  1803  with  France,  and  the 
treaty  of  1819  with  Spain.  The  treaty  with  France  contains  no 
on  the  subject  of  grants  oi  land  by  any  government.  It  siropl; 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  country  shall  be  protected  id 
erty.  By  the  treaty  of  1819,  it  is  stipulated,  in  the  8th  articl 
the  grants  of  land  made  before  the  24th  of  January,  181S.  by  h 
Majesty )  or  by  his  lawful  authorities,  shall  be  ratified  and  co 
the  persons  in  possession  of  the  lands,"  &c.  By  whichever  of  thi 
the  country  in  question  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  it  is  cl.ea 
resident  claimants  to  land,  of  which  they  were  not  possessed  as 
the  date  of  the  treaties,  respectively,  cannot  claim  the  benefit  of 
tions;  and,  in  the  case  of  the  last  named  treaty,  the  grant  mitf 
derived  from  the  authority  of  Spain. 

2.  Legislation  of  Congress, — In  April,  1S12,  an  act  of  Cons 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  I 
country  south  of  the  then  Territory  of  Mississippi,  and  e,-ist  of  ilv 
sissippi  and  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  west  of  the  Perdid.». 
districts  were  laid  off,  the  one  west  and  the  other  east  of  Pearl 
each  of  these  districts  it  is  provided  that  a  commissioner  should  h* 
his  duties  are  pointed  out  by  the  act.  It  was  mnde  his  duty  to 
tices  and  evidences  of  chums  to  land  within  his  district.  By  the 
of  that  act,  it  is  provided,  "that  every  person  claiming  lands  in 
country  aforesaid  by  virtue  of  any  grant,  order,  or  survey,  or  otli 
of  claim  whatsoever,  derived  from  the  French,  British,  or  Spau 
ments,  shall  deliver  to  the  commissioners  for  land  claims,  a  notic« 
stating  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  claims,  tog-ether  with  a  f 
a  survey  shall  have  been  made)  of  the  tract  or  tracts  claimed, 
ant,  in  such  cases,  is  further  required  to  deliver,  for  the  purpo: 
recorded,  every  grant,  order  of  survey,  deed,  conveyance,  or  oi 
evidence  of  claim.  It  is  provided,  however,  that  where  lands 
by  virtue  of  a  complete  French,  British,  or  Spanish  grant,  it  si 
riecessary  to  record  the  patent,  together  with  the  order  of  surv 
plat,  with  an  abbreviated  statement  of  his  chain  of  conveyances 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  commissioners,  each  within  his  di: 
quire  into  the  justice  and  validity  of  the  claims  filed  with  them;  t 
ui  every  case,  whether  the  lands  claimed  have  been  inhabited  a 


C:' 
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ted ;  at  what  time  such  inhabitation  and  cultivation  commenced.  They  are 
further  required  to  make  out  a  list  of  actual  settlers  who  have  no  written 
evidence  of  title.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  make  ab- 
stracts from  the  record  of  claims ;  to  arrange  them  into  classes  according  to 
their  respective  merits ;  which  abstracts  they  are  directed  to  transmit  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  Congress  at  the  next 
session  thereafter,  "  for  their  determination  thereon."  By  another  act,  ap- 
proved on  the  14th  of  April,  1814,  the  time  for  making  a  report  was  further 
extended,  and  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river  extended  to  the  east  of  To- 
bigbee. 

Here  let  it  be  remarked,  in  passing,  that  the  commissioners  had  no 
authority  to  decide  between  the  Government  and  the  claimants.  Their  duty 
consisted  in  collecting  the  evidence  on  which  Congress  was  to  act  In  pur- 
suance of  this  authority,  the  commissioners  made  a  report  which  was  laid 
before  Congress.  On  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  an  act  of  Congress  was  ap- 
proved, which  decided  on  all  the  cases  reported  upon  by  the  commissioners. 
By  that  act,  all  complete  Spanish  grants  contained  in  the  report,  and  be- 
lieved to  be  valid  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  Spain,  were  declared 
and  recognised  as  valid  and  complete  titles  against  any  claim  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States.  The  next  clause  in  the  act  relates  to  the  class  of  claims 
now  under  consideration;  "  and  that  all  claims  founded  upon  British  grants, 
contained  in  said  reports,  which  have  been  sold  and  conveyed,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  of 
3d  September  1783,  by  which  that  part  of  Louisiana  lying  east  of  the  island 
of  Orleans,  was  ceded  to  Spain,  under  the  denomination  of  West  Florida,  or 
which  were  settled  and  cultivated  by  the  person  having  the  legal  title  there- 
in at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  are  recognised  as  valid  and  complete  titles 
against  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  or  right  derived  from 
the  United  States." 

By  the  same  act  last-mentioned,  the  authority  of  the  commissioners  was 
superseded  by  the  appointment  of  a  register  and  a  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  St.  Helena  courthouse  and  at  Jackson,  with  power  to  examine  the  claims 
recognised,  confirmed,  or  provided  to  be  granted  by  that  act ;  and  to  make 
out  to  each  claimant  entitled,  in  their  opinion,  thereto,  a  certificate  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  case,  under  such  instructions  as  they  might  receive 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  On  presenting  such 
certificate  at  tbe  General  Land  Office,  it  is  declared  that  if  it  shall  pppear  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioner  that  the  certificate  has  been  fairly  ob- 
tained, according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act,  then,  in  that 
case,  a  patent  shall  issue. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  the  reports  made  by  these  different  registers  aqd 
receivers,  acting  as  boards  for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  that  sectiop 
of  country,  and  the  several  acts  of  Congress  to  confirm  their  proceeding^. 
They  appear  to  have  no  relation  to  this  subject.  It  is  clear  that  Congreg), 
in  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  adopted  in  relation  to  British  patents,  pf 
a  date  prior  to  1783,  precisely  the  principles  which  the  committee  announced 
at  the  commencement  of  this  report ;  and  confirmed  all  such  as  appeared 
to  have  been  sold  and  conveyed  by  the  British  grantees,  according  to  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1783  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain  ;  and 
*Uo,  all  such  as  were  settled  and  cultivated  by  the  person  having  the  legip 
title  therein  at  the  dale  qf  thai  treaty.  This  Government  has  already 
done  all  (hpt  {Jp*in  WW  bpuod  to  do,  either  by  the  treaty  or  tbe  lawsoif 


legislation.     They  appear  to  have  been  acted  an  ti 
subsequently  by  Congress. 

Tiiere  is  one  transaction,  however,  connected  l 
the  committee  think  themselves  bound  to  notice. 
office  and  receiver  of  public  moneys,  created  by  t 
thorized,  as  has  been  remarked  above,  to  exam  in 
confirmed,  or  provided  to  be  granted  by  that  act, 
cales,  to  be  presented  for  puients  to  (he  Coma 
Land  Office.  It  appears  that,  on  the  6th,  7th,  nn 
the  register  and  receiver  at  St.  Helena  did  issue  c< 
different  claims  in  favor  of  various  persons,  and,  a 
of  T,  Gaillard  for  nine  claims;  and  of  E.  H.  Bay 
of  the  heirs  of  E.  &  J.  Jones  nine  or  ten  claims; 
claimants.  On  the  26th  of  July,  1S3II,  ihe  Comn 
Lund  Office,  by  public  notice,  revoked  and  annullec 
committee  subjoin  a  copy  of  the  notice.  "  Those  f 
the  6th,  7ih,  mid  8ih,  of  January  lust,  from  the  reg 
land  office  at  St.  Helena,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
tion  of  certain  British  grants  of  land  in  the  nhovei 
bend  one  to  seventy  five,  inclusive,  and  which  are 
in  ihe  abstract  hereto  subjoined,  are  hereby  notified 
recognised  by  any  law  of  the  United  States,  and 
cot  i  fir  mat  ion  are  v  rid  and  of  no  effect.  By  direel 
the  Treasury."  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  th< 
not  provided  for  by  the  net  of  Congress  above  me 
rejected. 

But  the  memorialists  press  their  claims  with  gi 
principles  of  the  laws  of  nut  ions,  mid  particularly  tha 
civil  law,  commonly  called  llic  jus  postliminii. 
willing  to  adopt  the  definition  of  that  rule  of  nation 
rialisls.    They  define  the  jus  postliminii  to  be  th 


•    15  [556] 

her  subjects,  who  may  have  suffered  by  the  conquest,  would  have  been  at 
once  restored  to  the  full  integrity  of  their  rights— such  is  the  rule.  But 
how,  and  in  what  sense  of  the  word  are  the  United  States  the  successor  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  so/ereignty  of  Florida?  There  is  no  privity  between 
the  two  governments.  We  derived  our  tale  in  the  sovereignty  of  Florida 
from  Spain,  and  not  from  Great  Britain.  The  claimants  apj>car,  at  the  date 
of  the  grants,  to  have  been  British  subjects  in  a  colony,  which,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  belonged  to  the  dominions  of  our  enemy.  If  their  sover- 
eign sacrificed  their  rights  to  subserve  the  political  interests  of  his  crown, 
at  what  period  did  the  duty  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
originate,  to  restore  them  to  rights  which  they  claimed  originally  as  British 
subjects,  and  not  as  American  citizens?  The  committee  do  not  mean  to  in- 
sinuate that  the  claimants  arc  not  American  citizens :  they  only  mean  to  say 
that,  in  relation  to  these  grants,  they  appear  in  the  quality  of  British  sub- 
jects. By  this  beautiful  fiction  of  the  Roman  law,  an  absent  and  captive 
citizen,  however  protracted  his  captivity,  was,  on  his  return,  restored  at 
once  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  suspended  rights,  and  considered  as  never 
having  been  absent.  But  how  can  the  claimants  bring  themselves  within 
any  such  rule  in  relation  to  rights  in  Florida  derived  from  the  British  crown, 
and  not  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States?  Upon  the  whole, 
in  whatever  view  the  committee  regard  these  claims,  they  cannot  resist  the 
conclusion,  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  under  no  obligation 
whatever  to  take  any  further  steps  in  relation  to  this  class  of  claims,  and 
they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  legislate  any  further  in  relation  to 
grants  to  lands  in  Florida,  derived  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  prior 
to  the  3d  of  September,  1783. 


IN  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

January  25, 1827. 

Mr,  Smithy  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  ivas  re- 
ferred "  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eliftu  Hall  Bay  and  otters,  confirming 
grunts  of  lands  in  the  district  west  of  Pearl  river ,  derived  from  the  British 
Government  of  West  Florida,  ana  not  subsequently  granted  by  Spain  or 
the  United  States"  made  the  following  report : 

That  the  committee  have  attentively  examined  the  subject,  and  find 
that  the  petitioners  claim  their  lands  under  grants  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment of  West  Florida,  prior  to  (he  cession  of  that  country  by  Great 
Britain  to  Spain,  in  17S3 ;  and  that  those  grants  are  as  full  and  ample  as 
any  grants  formerly  made  by  the  British  Government  to  their  former  colo- 
nies, now  the  United  States  of  America,  and,  like  them,  contain  certain 
subsequent  conditions ;  such  as,  that  the  grants  should  be  recorded  in  a 
certain  office,  which  appears  to  your  committee  to  have  been  duly  exe- 
cute 1  ;  to  pay  a  mere  nominal  quit-rent',  and  to  make  some  small  improve- 
ment: which  latter  appear  to  have  been  more  a  matter  of  form  than  of  sub- 
stance, and  to  have  become  obsolete.  Nor  could  the  omission  to  perform 
tlicin  have  divested  the  claimants  of  their  fee  simple  estate  therein,  unless 


Treasury,  whose  duty  it  was  to  lay  the  same  I 
session. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  afbresaic 
duly  appointed  commissioner  of  the  district  w« 
pursuance  of  his  duties,  did  register  and  examim 
of  the  petitioners,  and  report  their  respective  cla 
Treasury,  as  claims  /bunded  on  complete  grant 
Government;  and  ranged  them  in  class  No.  1,  j 

Your  committee  further  report,  that  on  a  forme 
the  same  circumstances,  of  grants  derived  from 
the  then  Territory  of  Mississippi,  in  1807,  a  boa 
of  the  first  respectability,  did  report  in  favor  of 
grants,  with  similar  subsequent  conditions,  wit! 
performance,  that  they  were  "  more  a  matter  of 
obsolete."  And  that  the  same  were  laid  before  < 
of  the  Treasury,  and  Congress  did,  by  a  law  of  tl 
and  confirm  the  claims  so  reported  to  the  resj 
Your  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest 
son  why  the  Government  should  offer  any  aisci 
citizens  claiming  precisely  under  the  same  circu 
report  the  bill  without  amendment. 


The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  I©  wht 
era!  petitions  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay  and  others, 
their  title  to  certain  lands  in  Louisiana,  or /or  c 
respectfully  report : 
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-3  have  prevailed  with  respect  to  lands  owned  by  the  United  States,  made 
^  and  located  claims  on  said  lands  in  right  of  actual  occupancy  ;  and  that 
^  some  grants  of  patents  have  been  made  by  the  Government  to  others  for 
other  parts  of  said  lands.  The  petitioner  has  also  stated  his  willingness 
_.  to  accept  of  other  lands  of  the  Government  in  that  section  of  the  country, 
%  in  lieu  of  those  claimed  by  him,  if  it  shall  be  thought  expedient  in  order 
~  to  prevent  difficulty  from  conflicting  claims ;  and  your  committee,  deem- 
ing this  proposition  to  be  reasonable,  do  therefore  report  a  bill  authorising 
Jm  said  claimants  to  locate  an  equal  quantity  of  other  lands  subject  to  private 
entry  in  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  or  Mississippi. 


:i 


January  21, 1836. 

The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Elihu  Hall  Bay  and  otliers,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  the  committee  have  attentively  examined  the  subject,  and  find 
that  the  petitioners  claim  their  lands  under  grants  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment of  West  Florida,  prior  to  the  cession  of  that  country,  by  Great 
Britain,  to  Spain,  in  1783 ;  and  that  those  grants  are  as  full  and  ample  as 
any  grants  formerly  made  by  the  British  Government  to  their  former  col- 
onies, now  the  United  States  of  America;  and,  like  them,  contain  certain 
subsequent  conditions,  such  as,  that  the  grants  should  be  recorded  in  a 
certain  office,  which  appears  to  your  committee  to  have  been  duly  executed ; 
to  pay  a  mere  nominal  quit-rent ;  and  to  make  some  small  improvement : 
which  latter  appear  to  have  been  more  a  matter  of  form  than  of  substance, 
and  to  have  become  obsolete.  Nor  could  the  omission  to  perform  them 
have  divested  the  claimants  of  their  fee  simple  estate  therein,  unless  a 
proceeding  for  that  purpose  had  been  instituted  in  a  regular  form  by  the 
British  Government  itself,  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  for  that 
purpose ;  which  your  committee  have  no  ground  to  believe  had,  or  could 
have  been  done :  therefore,  the  grants  must  remain  unimpaired  by  those 
subsequent  conditions. 

By  a  law  providing  therefor,  passed  the  25th  day  of  April,  1812,  that 
portion  of  country  which  lies  south  of  the  (then)  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  west  of 
the  Perdido  river,  was  divided  into  two  districts,  between  which,  Pearl 
river  was  the  boundary ;  and  authorizing  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed 
for  each  of  these  districts,  with  powers,  respectively,  to  inquire  into  the 
validity  and  justice  of  all  such  titles  and  claims  to  lands  as  should  be  filed 
in  their  respective  divisions,  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  whose  duty  it  was  to  lay  the  same  before  Congress  at  its  next 
session. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  law,  James  O.  Cosby 
was  duly  appointed  commissioner  of  the  district  west  of  Pearl  river,  and, 
in  pursuance  of  his  duties,  did  register  and  examine  the  grants  and  title 
deeds  of  the  petitioners,  and  report  their  respective  claims  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  as  claims  founded  on  complete  grants  derived  from  the 
British  Government:  and  ranged  them  in  class  No.  1,  for  confirmation. 

Your  committee  further  report,  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  under  pre- 
cisely the  same  circumstances  of  grants  derived  from  the  British  Govern- 
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ment,  in  the  then  Territory  of  Mississippi,  in  1807,  a  board  of  I 
missioners,  of  the  first  respectability,  did  report  in  favor  of  the  cla 
British  grants,  with  similar  subsequent  conditions,  without  an; 
of  their  performance,  that  they  were  "  more  a  matter  of  form 
stance,  and  obsolete."  And  that  the  same  were  laid  before  Ci 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  Congress  did,  by  a  law-  of  the 
1812,  ratify  and  confirm  the  claims  so  reported,  to  the  res  pec  Mrs- 
thereof!  Your  committee  therefore  respectfully  suggest,  that  Ok 
no  reason  why  the  Government  should  offer  any  discriminate 
rights  of  citizens  claiming  precisely  under  the  same  circumstai 
therefore  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners. 


February  18,  1833. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  p 
Elihu  Hall  Bay,  for  himself  and  on  behalf  of  Thtodore 
and  Charles  Roberts,  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  report 

The  petitioners  state  that  they  presented  their  petition  to  the  Son 
21st  January,  1820,  setting  forth  that  ihey  were  the  holders  nnd  y 
of  sundry  tracts  of  land  in  Louisiana,  east  of  the  island  of  >ei 
and  west  of  Pearl  river,  under  grants  from  the  former  provinc* 
Florida,  and  conveyances  from  sundry  grantors,  all  made  and  [*i 
due  form  of  law,  and  which  were  regularly  exhibited  to,  and  w 
the  register's  office  established  at  St.  Helena,  in  pursuance  of  the ' 
of  the  land  act  of  April  25,  1812.  Th.it  (he  commissioner  on  M 
United  States,  James  O.  Cosby,  Esq., did  report  to  the  Govcrnratc 
grants  were  good  and  valid  as  against  the  United  States,  as  by  I 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OrB 
city  of  Washington,  may  appear.  That  said  petition  then  prayed 
firmation  of  the  said  titles  conformably  to  the  report  of  said  James 
but  no  report  was  made  thereon.  And  the  petitioners  now  pray 
to  grant  them  a  confirmation  of  their  said  claims,  so  reported  as  at 
against  the  United  States,  reserving,  however,  to  individuals  an] 
any  there  be,  which  they  may  have  to  the  said  lands,  or  any  part 

The  committee  on  examining  the  grants  referred  to  in  said  p 
exhibited  by  the  petitioners,  find  they  were  made  under  million 
British  Government,  while  the  Territory  of  Florida  was  in  possess, 
said  Government,  and  prior  to  the  cession  thereof  to  Spain.  Thi 
eats  contain  a  number  and  variety  of  conditions,  the  performance 
ia  not  attempted  to  be  proved  ;  but  it  is  insisted  that  the  estates  r< 
became  absolute  in  the  patents,  notwithstanding  these  condition! 
opinion  of  the  committee,  the  claims  are  peculiarly  proper  for  inv 
and  decision  in  a  court  of  law ;  and  as  a  bill  has  already  been  rep 
is  now  depending  before  (he  Senate,  which  is  intended  to  provic 
trial  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  whether  derived  fron 
British,  or  Spanish  grants,  tho  committee  ask  (o  be  discharged  froi 
ther  consideration  of  the  said  petition. 

True  copy  from  the  original,  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secrets 
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M  RESOLUTIONS 

£»  ADOPTED  AT 

"k      A  MEETING  OF  THE  BOARD  OP  TRADE  OF  THE  CITY 
iz  OF  NEW  YORK, 

EXPLANATORY  OP 

A  memorial  presented  from  that  body  to  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the 

proposed  bankrupt  law. 


V 


June  13,  1840. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

— — ■»     . 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  New  York,  held  June 
10,  1840,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  a  misapprehension  appears  to  have  existed  on  the  part  of  sev- 
eral members  present  at  a  meeting  of  this  board  on  the  22d  ultimo,  as  to 
the  tenor  of  some  portions  of  a  memorial  to  Congress,  adopted  at  said  meet- 
ing, particularly  as  to  ihe  application  of  the  restrictions  therein  suggested, 
to  the  cases  of  liabilities  heretofore  contracted ; 

And,  whereas,  it  is  the  desire  of  this  board  that  its  opinions,  as  to  the 
general  provisions  of  a  bankrupt  law,  should  be  correctly  understood; 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trade  is  fully  impressed  with  the  impor- 
tance and  necessity  of  a  bankrupt  law,  which  shall  relieve  the  debtor  from 
his  liabilities,  upon  the  faithful  and  honest  surrender  of  all  his  effects. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  board,  a  discharge  under  such 
law  should  not  be  withheld  from  those  who,  previously  to  its  passage,  may, 
in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  trade,  and  the  custom  of  merchants,  have 
given  preferences  to  particular  debts,  as  confidential,  and  to  be  first  paid. 

Resolved,  That  no  such  discrimination  should  be  allowed,  in  regard  to 
iuture  transactions,  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the  law ;  but  that  all  debts 
should  be  considered  of  the  same  character,  and  entitled  to  an  equal  "pro 
rata"  division  of  the  bankrupt's  effects. 

Resolved,  That,  in  relation  to  liabilities  contracted  previous  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law,  the  assent  of  one-half,  or  any  other  number  of  the  credit- 
ors of  a  bankrupt,  should  not  be  necessary  to  secure  his  discbarge ;  the 
honest  surrender  of  his  entire  effects  alone  constituting  the  grounds  of  his 
release. 

Resolved,  That  such  other  provisions  should  be  incorporated  into  the 
law  as  shall,  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  be  deemed  expedient  to  protect 
the  just  rights  of  creditors — prevent  fraud  or  collusion  of  any  kind — guard 
against  abuses  of  credit,  and  give  increased  security  and  stability  to  the 
iuture  business  of  the  country. 

A  true  copy:  WM.  P.  MINER, 

Recording  Secretary  Board  of  Trade, 

Blair  *ttrw, 
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New  York,. 
Sir:  Id  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Board  i 
city,  we  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  enclosed  a  copy  of 
resolutions,  adopted  by  that  body  at  a  meeting  held  yest 
quest  that  you  would  give  them  the  same  direction  as 
which  they  refer,  and  which  you  had  the  kindness  to  pre 
ndexation  of  the  Senate. 

We  are,  lespectfnlly,  you  obedient  servants, 

JOHN 

I 

WM.  P.  N 

Recording-  Secretary  Be 

Hon.  SitAa  Wright,  Jr. 


/ 
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SECRETARY  OF  TriE  NAVY, 
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In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of,  the  Senate,  Jhe  report  of^atoAtd  of 
officers  appointed  to  witness  an  exhibition  of  Mightti  Nutting's '  patent 
cylinder  firearms. 


.     June  9,  1840. 
Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Naval  Affairs. 

'%*d  is;  t&o. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

''m'ivr'DkpASifrkim:,  June  8, 18*0. 

Sir  :  I  bare  die  honor  to  transmit  the  report  of  the  board  of  officers  ap- 
pointed in  obedience  to  tbe^esolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d  ultimo,  to 
witness  an  exhibition  of  Mighill  Nutting's  patent  cylinder  firearms. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,    .  M        . 

J.  K  PAULDING. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

President  United  States  Senate. 


Washington  Navy  Yard,  June  5, 1840. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  board  of  officers  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  they  met  pursuant  to  your  instructions  of  the  26th  ultimo,  and,  in  con- 
formity  thereto,  witnessed  an  exhibition  of  Mighill  Nutting's  patent  cylin- 
der firearms ;  the  result  of  which  is  contained  in  the  following  report : 

Mr.  Nutting  presented  for  the  inspection  of  the  board,  a  rifle  loaded  at 
the  breach  by  means  of  a  revolving  shifting  cylinder  containing  ten  re- 
ceivers or  chambers,  with  a  percussion  lock.  He  then  took  it  to  pieces, 
and  submitted  its  various  parts  to  the  examination  of  the  board.  He  afler- 
.  ward  fired  two  cylinders,  containing  twenty  charges,  in  thirty  seconds — 
the  cylinders  being  previously  loaded.  Mr.  Nutting  was  then  desired  to 
show  with  what  rapidity  he  could  load  and  fire  his  piece.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, he  was  not  prepared  for  this  experiment ;  for,  not  being  provided 
other  loading  apparatus  than  the  ordinary  powder-flask  and  ball,  he 
unable  to  load  and  fire  with  the  celerity  that  his  piece  is  evidently  suscep- 
tible of.  ' 
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When  properly  loaded,  and  primed  with  close-fitting  car. 
are  not  likely  to  be  injured  by  exposure  to  water. 

The  board  are  of  opinion  that  (he  general  construction  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  cylinders  are  shifted  and  secured, 
its  entire  arrangement,  is  more  simple,  and  less  liable  to  dera; 
any  arm  of  the  kind  that  they  have  seen. 

It  being  required  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  (a  copy 
compnnied  your  orders)  that  the  board  should  state  their  ojii 
advantages  (o  be  derived  from  the  adoption  of  these  firearms 
service,  it  affords  the  undersigned  pleasure  to  express  it  as  the 
opinions  that,  for  arming  boat  expeditions  particularly,  they  » 
advantages  over  the  arms  now  employed  ;  and  should,  therefo 
to  a  certain  extent  for  the  use  of  the  naval  service. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

C.  S.  McCAULF 

Captain  I 

J.  H.  AUL1CK, 

Commandant  I 

In  consequence  of  my  deeming  the  space  for  the  escape  < 
from  the  percussion  caps  insufficient,  and  also  the  want  of  a  p 
apparatus,  I  cannot  fully  concur  in  the  above  report.  Should 
be  remedied,  Mr.  Nutting's  patent  cylinder  firearm  would,  ii 
be  quite  equal  to  any  that  has  come  under  my  observation.  I 
ever,  add  one  advantage  in  Mr.  Nutting's  gun,  which  is,  tl 
fixture  of  the  barrel  to  the  stock. 

L.  TW 
Captain  U.  S.  Ma 
Hon.  J.  K.  Paulding, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waihitigten. 
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ALEXANDRE  VATTEMABE, 


AMINO 


The  immediate  action  of  the  Senate  on  the  bill  (S.  365),  "in  addition  to 
the  acts  nmo  in  force  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  tho 
copies  of  maps ,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such 
copies  during  the  times  therein  mentioned;99  and  on  the  joint  resolution 
(S.  17),  "  authorizing  the  exchange  of  duplicate  works  in  the  library  of 
Congress." 


June  15, 1840. 

Submitted  by  Mr.  Bentom,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Washington,  le  11  Juin,  1840L 

Monsieur  :  L'approche  de  l'ajournement  du  Congres,  la  grande  quan- 
tite  d'affaires  encore  a  terminer,  m'a  fait  prendre  la  liberte  de  vous  pner  di 
vouloir  bien  solliciter  de  Messieurs  les  Senateurs  un  tour  de  faveur  podk 
ma  petition. 

Ma  proposition  semble  toute  exceptionelle  en  ce  sens  qu'elle  n'exige  qua 
pen  d 'instants  du  S£nat  pour  arriver  a  un  resultat  qui,  suivant  les  hommei 
les  plus  distingues  de  1'Europe  et  de  l'Amerique,  sera  d'une  immense  avail* 
tage  pour  la  propagation  des  sciences,  des  arts,  et  de  l'industrie  dans  lei 
deux  mondes.  Votre  belle  et  glorieuse  patrie,  par  l'admirable  et  coturiaV 
geuse  perseverance  de  ses  habitans,  en  saura  tirer  les  plus  beaux  fruits. 

C'est  mon  admiration  pour  cette  grande  nation,  et  aussi  pour  rtpondri 
aux  conseils  qui  me  furent  donnes  par  des  hommes  amis  de  l'Amerique. 
(entre  autres,  de  Lafayette  d'illustre  et  glorieuse  memoire,  qui  daignait 
m'honorer  d'une  bienveillance  particuliere,  et  qui  souvent  me  disait, "  1A 
realisation  de  votre  systeme  fera  un  bien  incalculable  au  vieux  et  aft 
nouveau  monde ;")  et  par  un  grand  nombre  d'Americains  distingues  qui 
je  rencontrais  a  Paris,  en  tfcte  desquels  etait  le  General  Cass,  qui  toui 
m'excitaient  a  aller  porter  une  des  branches  de  mon  systeme  d'echange 
nanni  vous,  que  je  me  suis  decide  a  quitter  pays,  famille,  et  de  traverse! 
i'Atlantique ;  et  je  suis  venu  ici  pour  terminer  la  mission  que  volontaim- 
ment  je  m'ltais  imposee. 

Sans  votre  participation,  mon  systeme  d'echange  ne  serait  pas  complet ; 
la  vaste  circulation  mtellectuelle  serait  imparfaite,  si  un  des  membres  m 
plus  vivose  de  la  famille  humaine  n'y  versait  pas  son  tribu,  et  ne  recevaft 
pas  ceux  qui  lui  reviennent  a  si  juste  titre. 

Pourquoi  ne  vous  dirai-je  pas  que,  plein  de  la  sympathie  si  generate  das 
Franpais  pour  les  Etats  Unis,  je  suis  parti,  esperant  que  mon  systime  corf- 
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tribuirait,  par  un  contacte  plus  immediate  des  intelligences  des 
tions  a  consolider,  a  renforcer  cette  sympathie  dont  les  deux  paj 
dignc  la  bienveillante  reception  que  j'ai  rencontre  depuis  que  je 
Etats  Unis,  a  change  mon  csperancc  en  certitude. 

J'osc  csf.Srer  que  mon  projet  d'Schange,  qui  dans  les  divers 
FEuropc  a  r6yu  partout  le  suffrage  des  Chambres,  sera  an?  si  1 
ment  acceuilli  par  le  Congres,  et  que  bien  que  pr£.sent£  par  un  si? 

.  r : l„    1    ^u:^*     1~      C*A.-*n*    .......L.    ».;. 


veini  panni  vous  pour  le  seul  objet,  le   Senat  voudra  bi« 
l'il  cousacre  aux  importantes  questions  qui  lY>ccupe.  tr 


sionairc 
temps  qu1 

moment  pour  ajotiter  son  suffrage  a  ceux  des  Gouveriiemens  d»_-  i 
J'ai  Phonneur  d'etre,  avec  le  plus  profonde  respect,  monsieur.  • 
humble  et  tres  obeissant  serviteur, 

ALEXANDRE  VATTEi 
A  Mons.  le  Colonel  Benton, 

Senaieur  de  Missouri. 


[translation.] 

Washington,  June  11. 

■ 

Sir:  The  approach  of  the  period  for  the  adjournment  of  Coiu 
the  great  quantity  of  business  which  remains  to  be  terminated,  in 
to  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  a**  t 
tion  of  the  honorable  Senators  to  my  petition. 

My  proposition  appears  to  be  of  a  nature  which  should  render  it 
of  being  made  the  subject  of  an  exception,  inasmuch  as  the  Srr.a1 
require  but  very  few  moments  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  result,  which 
ing  to  the  opinions  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  Europe  aid 
will  be  of  immense  advantage  for  the  propagation  of  sciences.  an> 
dustry,  throughout  the  two  worlds.  Your  fine  and  glorious  coi 
means  of  the  admirable  and  courageous  perseverance  of  its  ii:l 
will  derive  from  it  the  richest  benefits. 

My  admiration  for  this  great  nation,  and  my  respect  for  the  ndv 
to  me  by  the  friends  of  America,  among  others  by  General  Lat 
illustrious  and  glorious  memory,  who  deigned  to  honor  me  with  f 
kindness,  and  who  often  said  to  me  "  The  execution  of  your  plan 
duce  incalculable  benefits  in  the  old  and  the  new  world,"  and  by  i: 
tinguished  Americans  whom  I  met  at  Paris,  at  the  head  of  them 
Cass,  impelled  me  to  come  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  on 
branches  of  my  system  of  exchange  in  your  country,  and  deterr 
to  quit  my  country  and  family  and  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  in  order  t 
plish  the  mission  which  I  have  voluntarily  imposed  on  myself. 

Without  your  participation,  my  system  of  exchange  would  fa 
plete;  the  great  intellectual  circulation  would  be  imperfect,  if  o: 
most  active  members  of  the  human  family  should  not  contribute 
should  not  receive  from  it  the  advantages  to  which  it  is  so  justly 

May  I  not  also  say,  that,  filled  with  the  enthusiasm  for  the  Uniti 
which  is  so  general  among  Frenchmen,  I  departed,  hoping  that  a 
would  tend  by  producing  a  more  immediate  coutact  of  intelligent 
two  nations,  to  consolidate  and  strengthen  those  feelings  which  ei 
tr^  *o  uiutYv  dtteraa  from  the  other,  the  kind  reception  which  I 
^rilYi  m  &fe  \3u\\a&  3ta\K&\ut&  &\&&^&\ss<)  Yro^et  yg&a  certainty. 


I  now  venture  to  hope,  that  my  project  of  exchange, ' 
rious  States  of  Europe,  has  every  where  received  the 
[Legislative]  Chambers,  will  also  be  favorably  received  b 
that,  although  it  is  presented  by  an  humble  missionary  u 
you  for  that  sole  object,  the  Senate  will  find  one  moment, 
voted  by  it  to  the  important  questions  before  it,  to  add  its 
the  Governments  of  Europe. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  most  profound  r< 
humble  and  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDRE  V. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  Benton, 

Senator  from  Missouri. 
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